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Fortunetellers may have easier time setting up shop

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County could soon 
make it easier for local for-
tunetellers, palmists and 
clairvoyants to set up shop.

County commissioners 
Tuesday will discuss sched-
uling a public hearing March 
28 to consider removing an 
outdated ordinance that now 
requires seers to jump more 
hurdles before hanging out 

a shingle.
The stan-

dards in the 
o r d i n a n c e 
were estab-
lished in 
1992 and 
amended in 
1994.

“It removes a hurdle be-
tween these private busi-
nesses and the county and 
allows them to carry out 
their trade,” county spokes-
woman Veronica Kamp-
schroer said.

If approved, they will have 
to go through the same pro-

cess as other business own-
ers but without the “extra 
layer of red tape,” she said.

Kampschroer said the 
issue came up when a citi-
zen inquired about obtain-
ing a fortunetelling permit 
and the land development 
department discovered the 
outdated language.

Here are some examples 
(edited for clarity):

 ■ “No person shall en-
gage in the occupation of 
fortunetelling or hold them-
selves out to be clairvoyants, 

County to set public 
hearing on ordinance

KAMPSCHROER

Yes, that’s what 
you think it is

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

When you drive a car 
that’s made to look like 
poop, you know you’re 
bound to be the butt of a 
lot of jokes.

But, James Brooks and 
his son and business part-
ner, Brandon, owners of 
Brooks Septic in Inver-
ness, are in on the jokes.

If anything, the poop car 
draws attention.

“Everybody smiles when 
they see it,” Brooks said on 
a recent Tuesday morning 
as the little brown car was 

being washed for the start 
of a new workday.

“We have probably 10 to 
15 bicyclists or cars stop 
and people stand next to 
it and take pictures, and 
that’s pretty neat. We sit in 
the office and laugh – we 
love it.”

Their office is located 
just off the Withlacooch-
ee State Trail at U.S. 41 
and East Arlington Street, 
where there’s lots of foot, 
bike and car traffic.

As for the idea for a poop 
car, Brooks said he saw 
the car, a red 2004 VW 
bug, and had the vision of 
a poop emoji on wheels.

Prior to that, people 
would stop by the office 
dropping off poop emoji 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Brandon Brooks, co-owner of Brooks Septic LLC, in Inverness, drives his uniquely wrapped VW Bug along the Suncoast Parkway on Tuesday morning, March 7.

Septic business 
brings smiles with its 
unusual car

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

James Brooks, co-owner of Brooks Septic, LLC. rests on his VW Bug on Tuesday, March 7, at his Inverness septic business. He utilizes 
a unique wrap on his car in a humorous way to attract business.

Public to have easy access to Inverness council meeting recordings
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Inverness City Council-
woman Crystal Lizanich 
made good Tuesday on her 
campaign promise to make 
City Council meetings and 
records more accessible to 
the public.

Newly elected this past 
November, Lizanich said 
residents shouldn’t have to 
make records requests of 
the city clerk to watch the 
council meeting from the 
previous evening. Lizanich 
said the meetings should be 
broadcast live on the inter-
net and the city should ar-
chive the recorded meetings 
on its website for members 

of the pub-
lic to review 
when they 
want.

L i z a n i c h 
also called 
for the city 
to archive 
agendas and 

meeting minutes on the 
website.

It took some persuasion 
on Lizanich’s part, but af-
ter asking the other coun-
cil members to try the new 
system for just one year, 
the council relented and the 
proposal passed 5-0.

Currently, the public can 
watch the meetings via 
Zoom through the city’s 
website, but to watch pre-

vious meetings the public 
would have to make a pub-
lic records request of the 
city clerk.

In addition, the council’s 
previous meeting agen-
das are not available on 
the city’s website and only 
available upon request of 
the city clerk.

Much of what Lizan-
ich wanted was part of the 
clerk’s request for new 
agenda software that makes 
it easier for city employees 
to add and process agenda 
materials. The city’s agenda 
software has not been up-
dated since 2014.

The new software by Civ-
icPlus also allows the city 
to archive council agen-

das and minutes and make 
them available to the public 
through the city’s website, 
and no records requests 
are required. The cost for 
the first year of service is 
about $10,000 and the price 
declines during following 
years.

At issue was whether the 
council also wanted Civ-
icPlus to provide live video 
feeds of the council meet-
ings as well as archiving 
the videos on the city’s 
website for easy public ac-
cess. The cost was $2,700 
annually.

City Clerk Susan Jackson 
told the council only an av-
erage of 4.5 people watch 
the meetings live now on 

Zoom and even fewer sub-
mit record requests after the 
meeting.

Jackson said the council 
only started the live Zoom 
feeds during the COVID 
pandemic, and Florida law 
does not require meetings 
be video recorded.

Lizanich said other coun-
ty governments already of-
fer agendas and videos of 
meetings.

“Everybody in the county 
has it, but Inverness,” she 
said. “I don’t want it to be a 
records request.”

Councilman Gene Davis 
said the cost for the record-
ings and archiving them on 
the city’s website seemed 
exorbitant, given that only 

4.5 people watch the meet-
ings live.

Mayor Bob Plaisted said 
the there are plenty of emp-
ty seats in the audience and 
people could come if they 
wanted.

“I find it somewhat unnec-
essary,” he said.

But Lizanich said that of-
fering the videos directly to 
the public from the city’s 
website shows the coun-
cil is transparent and does 
nothing behind the scenes 
– and making the archived 
meetings available could 
encourage more people to 
participate in the process.

Fred Hiers is a reporter at the 

Citrus Chronicle. Email him at fred.

hiers@chronicleonline.com.
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