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Inverness St. Patrick’s Day parade, events moved to Sunday
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Not letting the prediction 
of bad weather deter the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, Inver-
ness offi cials are pushing 
the popular parade and en-
tertainment to Sunday.

The original plan in case 
of bad weather was to can-
cel the Saturday parade but 
move most of the entertain-
ment to the next day, Sun-
day, March 19.

But Woody Worley, the 

city’s director of parks and 
recreation, told the Chron-
icle Friday that rather than 
cancel the popular parade, 
all is being moved over to 
Sunday, including the pa-
rade.

“The parade is part of the 
event and we wanted to 
make that happen as well,” 
Worley said.

Worley and others spent 
Friday contacting parade 
participants and downtown 
businesses about the change 
and to ensure they still 

wanted to participate.
Moving the event and try-

ing to get the word out is not 
an easy task.

“(But) this is a part of what 
we do in Inverness, and it’s 
what makes Inverness a 
small town done right.”

Saturday’s forecast led 
city offi cials to change the 
St. Patrick’s Day events.

According to the Nation-
al Weather Service there’s 
an 80 percent chance 
of rain and a possibili-
ty of thunderstorms after 

11 a.m. Saturday. Winds 
are expected to reach 14 
mph, with gusts as high as 
22 mph.

For Sunday, the chance of 
rain drops to 40 percent and 
no prediction of thunder-
storms. Winds could reach 
14 mph with gusts up to 22 
mph.

Sunday evening, the 
chance of rain will remain 
at 40 percent with similar 
wind conditions.

A combination of 25 
fl oats, marching bands, and 

other attractions will make 
up in the parade, Worley 
said.

Worley said there haven’t 
been any marching bands in 
the parade for the past few 
years, so seeing them back 
would be welcomed by the 
city.

The parade’s route will be 
along North Apopka Ave-
nue, Main Street, Pine Av-
enue, and Dampier Street. 
The parade will begin at 
4 p.m.

The Celtic band North of 

Argyll will play beginning 
at 2 p.m. and stop at 4 p.m. 
for the parade and the city’s 
leprechaun costume contest 
for boys and fairy costume 
contest for girls.

The band will again begin 
playing at about 5:30 p.m. 
until 7 p.m.

The city began its St. Pat-
rick’s Day annual parade 
tradition in 2011. In 2021 
it was cancelled because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Key Training Center ‘workshop’ program ends

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

For the past 36 years, as 
part of the Key Training 
Center’s adult day training 
program, clients could work 
in the workshop.

The center had a 
long-standing contract with 
ClosetMaid, and clients 
worked at various tasks, 
from assembling brackets to 
packaging them.

They sat at tables together, 
chatting with each other or 
a Key Center workshop in-
structor as they worked.

They were paid at a piece-

work rate and received a 
paycheck each month.

For some, their paycheck 
might be $10. The highest 
amount was around $400.

But the amount didn’t 
matter.

It was always about the 
feeling of accomplishment, 
the reward for their work.

“For some of them, they’d 
have someone take them to 
the bank so they could cash 
their check and then go to 
the store to buy something 
for themselves or someone 
else,” said Barbara Branch, 
Key Training Center adult 
day training director. “It 

was important to them, and 
this has been devastating for 
them.”

“We’ve known about this 
for about a year, and have 
had this in the plans for a 
while, but it’s still hard,” 
said Melissa Walker, Key 
Training Center executive 
director. “So, now we’re 
making changes to our adult 
day services.”

In 2014, the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) imple-
mented the CMS Final Rule 
that requires all states to 
increase opportunities for 
individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabili-
ties to “access employment 
in competitive integrated 
settings,” meaning a Key 

Center client could not 
work in the workshop for 
less than minimum wage.

“It became clear to us 
that, to be able to receive 
the Home Community 
Based Services Medicaid 
waiver, which is almost 
60 percent of our funding, 
we could no longer contin-
ue (with the workshop),” 
Walker said.

However, with the closing 
of the two workshops, one 
on the Lecanto campus and 
the other in Inverness, no 
Key Center employee was 
laid off, and no client was 
left with nothing to do.

“We looked at our day 
service program and asked, 
‘What can we do to be able 
to work with this new tran-

sition plan from the state?’ 
Basically, we’re able to 
continue the day services 
program we’ve always had 
(minus) the work part.”

Clients can still volunteer 
in the community, and the 
clients who are in the sup-
ported employment pro-
gram, working at places in 
the community such as Pub-
lix or WaWa, still work at 
their jobs as employees.

Clients can still take class-
es for math, science, read-
ing, writing, art and other 
subjects. But now, to fi ll 
in the time that had been 
workshop hours, the center 
is expanding its Life Enrich-
ment program to include 
activities and clubs such as 
a walking club, basketball 

club, music club, garden-
ing, Zumba, yoga, a fi shing 
club, an art class, a kitchen 
prep class and a storytellers 
club.

Also in the plans: a Ca-
reer Exploration program, 
which will be for clients 
whose goal is to work in 
the community, but they’re 
not ready for the supported 
employment program. This 
will be a “get ready for a 
job” type of program.

“The main thing is to get 
the word out to the fami-
lies about what’s happening 
here,” Barbara Branch said, 
“and for us to get used to the 
‘new new.’”

Nancy Kennedy can be reached 

at 352-564-2927 or by email at 

nkennedy@chronicleonline.com.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

In this Dec. 3, 2021 photo: Key Training Center staff member Becca Robertson speaks with Key Center clients Michael Taylor, left, and Steven Wise while working at the Key’s Adult Day Training pro-
gram. For decades, the Key Center has catered to adults with developmental disabilities by providing them a wide variety of services and programs like the adult day training program above. As of 
March 17, 2023, under federal law, organizations such as the Key Training Center can no longer have its clients do any vocational sub-minimum wage work.

Feds now prohibit vocational sub-minimum 
wage work for developmentally disabled people

Sheriff arrests suspects soliciting children
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

The Citrus County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce Friday an-
nounced the arrest of 12 
suspects, charging them 
with trying to engage in 
sexual activity with a child 
or related offences.

The Citrus County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce’s High Tech 
Crimes Unit released the 
results of Operation Lucky 
Strike, an undercover In-
ternet Crimes Against Chil-
dren operation to apprehend 
internet cyber predators 
who attempted to engage in 

sexual activity with a child.
Over the course of the 

operation, CCSO deputies, 
along the US Secret Ser-
vice, the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement, 
the Marion County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce, the Hernando 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
the Sumter County Sher-

iff’s Offi ce, and the Tav-
ares Police Department, 
worked together to make 
the arrests, according to 
the Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce.

As part of the operation, 
law enforcement offi cials 
posed as minors on web-
sites waiting to be solicited 

through on-
line messag-
es by those 
a r r e s t e d . 
Those arrest-
ed acknowl-
edged the 
child’s age, 
but still sent 

“sexually explicit pictures, 
messages and detailed re-
quests of various sexual 
activities they wanted to 
perform with the child, ac-
cording to the sheriff’s of-
fi ce media release.

“Some had driven over 
an hour thinking they were 
meeting a minor to engage 

in sexual activity, but were 
luckily greeted by law 
enforcement personnel,” 
according to the media re-
lease.

“These abhorrent and sick 
individuals prey upon chil-
dren for their own perverted 
benefi t. These individuals 
knowingly send vile and 
sexually explicit messag-
es to minors online, and 
even travel hours to meet 
up with a child with the 
intention to carry out these 
repulsive acts if not some-
thing worse,” said Sheriff 
Mike Prendergast in the re-
lease. “Preying on children 

is absolutely despicable. I 
am incredibly proud of the 
extraordinary partnership 
between our agency and the 
law enforcement agencies 
who assisted us in bringing 
these monsters to justice 
and off of our streets …”

The following subjects 
were arrested in Citrus 
County during this opera-
tion:

Cristian Gabriel Rosa-
do-Marrero, 27, of Sum-
merfi eld. Deputies charged 
him with travel to Seduce/
Solicit Child in Sex Act, 
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