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Budget includes Riverwalk, airport funds

IN BRIEF
Early season
storm likely
to affect Florida
Storm trackers see an
increased chance that a
low-pressure system will
increase in strength and
affect Florida in the coming days.
The National Hurricane
Center said Thursday
morning that the system,
which was near the Yucatan Peninsula and southeastern Gulf of Mexico,
had an 80 percent chance
of developing into a tropical system within 48
hours.
“Despite strong upper-level winds, this system is likely to become
a tropical depression
or tropical storm while
it moves slowly northeastward over the northwestern Caribbean Sea
and southeastern Gulf of
Mexico during the next
day or two,” the center
said in a morning advisory.
Even if the system
doesn’t strengthen to a
tropical system, which
would be named Alex
if maximum sustained
winds top 39 mph, the
center said heavy rainfall
is likely Friday across
southern and central Florida and the Keys.
The center has also been
watching a second system
that is about 200 miles
northeast of the northwestern Bahamas. But as
that system slowly moves
northeast away from
Florida, the center gave it
no chance of forming into
a tropical system.
The 2022 hurricane season started Wednesday.

DeSantis vetos
Turkey Oak bypass,
Fort Island Trail
multi-use path
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Gov. Ron DeSantis spared
a handful of Citrus County
initiatives from his veto pen
before approving Florida’s
next budget.

DeSantis
signed
the
$109.9 billion “Freedom
First Budget” Thursday, June 2,
at The Villages, funding $27.05
million for
the compleDESANTIS
tion of the
Crystal River Riverwalk, the continued
cleaning of King’s Bay, a
local runway extension,
a school’s septic-to-sew-

er project, a restoration of
the Tsala Apopka Chain of
Lakes, and a Habitat for Humanity project.
DeSantis also vetoed
$43.74 million in local legislative asks.
Crystal River received $3
million to build the city’s
Riverwalk boardwalk along
Cedar Cove, and connect
it with the Riverwalk’s
first phase of sidewalks
downtown, finishing the
long-awaited endeavor.
“The Riverwalk has been

presumably the number one
project the city of Crystal
River has been working on
for close to 30 years,” City
Manager Ken Frink said,
“and through the kind gesture of the Florida Legislature and Gov. DeSantis,
it’s finally going to come to
fruition.”
Crystal River Mayor Joe
Meek and Frink thanked
DeSantis, Senate President Wilton Simpson, Rep.
Ralph Massullo and House
Speaker Chris Sprowls for

supporting the Riverwalk,
which, they said, will improve the city’s waterfront
and economy.
“They all worked hard and
got this in the budget, and it
was a concerted effort to get
that funding so we are grateful,” Meek said. “We think
this will have major impacts,
not just on Crystal River but
the community as a whole. ...
This was excellent news, and
just a big victory for us.”
See DESANTIS, page A5
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Citrus County Sheriff’s Office Captain John Novy, Deputy Jimmy Sudlow and Crystal River City Manager Ken Frink discuss marine-patrol efforts while boating September 2019 in King’s Bay. Sheriff Mike Prendergast is asking county commissioners to approve a $39.9 million budget for the 2022-23 fiscal year to, in part, help
increase deputy presence on local waterways.

Special
session sought
on gun issues

Sheriff proposes budget of $39.9 million

A Florida House Democrat on Wednesday
launched a longshot
effort to call a special
legislative session to address gun-related issues
after recent mass
shootings
in Uvalde,
Texas, and
Buffalo,
N.Y.
Rep. Joe
GELLER
Geller,
D - Av e n tura, submitted a letter to
Secretary of State Cord
Byrd that was an initial
step in seeking to call
a special session. If 20
percent of the members
of the Legislature submit written support for
Geller’s proposal, the
House and Senate would
then be polled about
holding a special session.
If 60 percent of the members of each chamber
agree, a special session
would be convened.
Such efforts to force
special sessions on other issues have failed in
the past. Geller’s letter
called for addressing
issues such as high-capacity rifle magazines,
universal
background
checks and expanded
“red flag” laws.

$8.4M increase
includes 21 new
sworn officers and
body cameras
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County Sheriff
Mike Prendergast is asking
county leaders to consider
a budget increase of around
$8.48 million for his agency
to take on inflation, address
staffing shortfalls, acquire
and upgrade needed equipment, and better compete
with other law enforcement
offices.
Prendergast
sent
his
$39,949,444 budget request
for the 2022-23 fiscal year
to county commissioners on Wednesday, June 1.
His office’s current budget for 2021-22 was set at
$31,467,381.
“I consider these proposed
expenditures reasonable and
necessary for the purpose of
properly and efficiently carrying out the powers, duties
and operations of the Citrus
County Sheriff’s Office in
the upcoming fiscal year,”

County’s constitutional officers
submit budget requests
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County’s elected constitutional officers’
budgets are in and, except
for a hefty hike from the
sheriff, the others submitted modest year-over-year
increases due to inflation,
employee compensation
and equipment purchases.
Sheriff Mike Prendergast
turned in a $39.949 million overall budget, about
30 percent more than last
year’s $31.467 million.
The Chronicle broke out
his request in a separate
story included elsewhere
in today’s issue.
Commissioners do not
review or approve budget
requests from the property
appraiser or tax collector.
Instead, they are submitted to the Florida Department of Revenue and taken
from fees provided by statute-based property values.

Tax Collector Janice Warren submits her budget in
August directly to the Florida Department of Revenue. Her approved budget
for the 2021-22 fiscal year
was $5.35 million.
As for the rest, here is
what officials’ submitted
for fiscal year 2022-23.
All are subject to change
as discussions with county commissioners proceed
in the coming weeks and
months.

Clerk of the Court
Total budget request:
$3.32 million, up from
$3.04 million from last
year.
Reasons cited: Personnel
cost increases include normal merit raises and benefits, an 8 percent increase
in health insurance and the
hike in Florida Retirement
System rates.
Also calculated is a budget adjustment to gradually

reach the $15 per hour minimum wage requirement.
“This budget reflects a
limited, normal increase
of $256,754, or 8.36 percent, plus two non-recurring requests: $49,000 for
one of three new servers
we will need to purchase
next year, and $14,000
for network equipment
to connect with the new
courtroom the board is
constructing in the old
Coke building,” according
to the clerk’s office.

Property Appraiser
Total budget request:
$4.12 million, up from
$3.62 million
Citrus County Property
Appraiser Cregg Dalton
submitted the budget request to the Florida Department of Revenue for
approval.
Per Florida Statutes, the
See BUDGET, page A5

See SHERIFF, page A4

State to explore Pine Ridge’s parkway concerns

Massullo
to host legislative
wrap-up meeting

By MICHAEL D. BATES

State Rep. Dr. Ralph
Massullo will host a legislative wrap-up from 4 to
6 p.m. Monday, June 13,
at the College of Central
Florida Campus in the
Charles S. Dean Sr. Educational Center, Room
101.
For information, contact Dorothy Dilworth
at
Dorothy.dilworth@
myfloridahouse.gov or
352-527-4510.

A Florida Turnpike official said Thursday he will
take all concerns from Pine
Ridge residents regarding
the Suncoast Parkway extension from State Road 44
to County Road 486 back
to his agency and issue a
response addressing such
things as reducing expected
road noise and adjusting the
route.
The matter came up at
Thursday’s Hernando-Cit-
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Prendergast wrote to commissioners.
Prendergast cited the nation’s “unprecedented” inflation rate, his agency’s increased contributions to the
state retirement fund,
the county’s
growing
population
and tourism
numbers,
and a comPRENDERGAST petitive labor market
to explain his latest budget
proposal.
Prendergast also wants
body-worn and patrol-car
cameras for every deputy at
a first-year cost of $683,082
as part of a five-year payment plan with Motorola
Solutions, noting the cameras would not only promote transparency but also
expedite investigations and
evidence gathering.
“This body-worn and incar video package in the
proposed budget provides
the level of accountability
and trust the citizens expect,” the sheriff wrote.
Prendergast, along with
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rus Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) meeting, where
a handful of
Pine Ridge
members
showed up
to reiterate
their position
p r ev i o u s l y
KINNARD
addressed
in a letter to
MPO chairwoman Elizabeth Narverud.
Citrus County commissioner and MPO member Jeff
Kinnard said delaying con-
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struction on the next phase
of the parkway – another request from Pine Ridge – has
little chance of happening.
“I understand their position (but) there is no appetite on the (county commission) board to delay the
construction,” he said. “In
fact, it’s just the opposite.”
County
commissioners
have repeatedly said they
want the parkway to continue as soon as possible
from its current terminus at
State Road 44 all the way to
U.S. 19.
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County
Commissioner
and MPO member Ruthie
Schlabach
said
she agrees
a berm or
some kind
of sound-reducing structure might be
SCHLABACH helpful for
Pine Ridge
residents and it’s worth
looking into.
Pine Ridge Association
President Mike Perry, in a
letter to Narverud, said his
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board wanted a delay to extend the parkway from State
Road 44 to U.S. 19 until
there is sufficient funding
to construct the entire segment in one package and
not piecemeal it.
He also asked that the
parkway design of phase 3A
between State Road 44 and
County Road 486 follow the
Duke Energy corridor more
closely to reduce impacts to
Pine Ridge.
Schlabach agreed that
See PARKWAY, page A5

