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Indy 500: Herta walks away from crash during practice / B1

Memorial Day 
ceremonies 
planned in county

 ■ Weather permitting, 
Fero Memorial Gardens 
& Funeral Home will 
hold a Memorial Day cer-
emony at 10 a.m. Mon-
day, May 30, at Fero Me-
morial Gardens, 5891 N. 
Lecanto Highway, Bever-
ly Hills, with a butterfly 
release scheduled toward 
the end of the program.

 ■ Members of the Bev-
erly Hills American Le-
gion Post 237, and the 
Beverly Hills Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 10087 
are also co-hosting the 
function. For more in-
formation, call 352-746-
4646.

 ■ From 10 to 11 a.m. 
on Monday, the Citrus 
County School District 
is honoring Memorial 
Day at the Old Homosas-
sa Veteran’s Memorial, 
10935 W. Yulee Drive, 
Homosassa. Call 352-
726-1931, ext. 2241, for 
more information.

 ■ At 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, the American Legion 
Herbert Surber Post 225 
will present its 48th an-
nual Memorial Day pro-
gram at the Hills of Rest 
Cemetery, 7600 S. Flori-
da Ave., Floral City. Af-
terward, the local Lion’s 
Club will put on a picnic 
at the park downtown.

Call 352-422-2449 for 
more information.

State briefs

DeSantis signs bill on 
gopher tortoise sites

Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
Thursday signed a bill 
that could lead to in-
creasing the sites where 
gopher tortoises can be 
moved out of the path of 
development.

Lawmakers in March 
passed the bill (SB 494) 
as development contin-
ues to expand into areas 
where gopher tortoises 
dig burrows and as con-
servationists push for 
protecting the habitats. In 
part, the bill directs state 
agencies to consider us-
ing parts of certain public 
lands as gopher tortoise 
“recipient” sites. Among 
other things, the bill calls 
for the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission to “stream-
line and improve the re-
view of applications for 
public and private gopher 
tortoise recipient sites.”

The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service and the Cen-
ter for Biological Diver-
sity reached a settlement 
last month that will re-
quire the federal agency 
to determine by Sept. 30 
whether gopher tortoises 
in Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina and eastern Ala-
bama should be listed as 
threatened or endangered 
under the federal Endan-
gered Species Act.

First responders 
PTSD measure OK’d

Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
Thursday signed a bill 
that will give law-enforce-
ment officers, firefighters 
and other first responders 
more time to file workers’ 
compensation insurance 
claims for post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Lawmakers unanimous-
ly passed the measure 
(HB 689) in March, and 
it will take effect July 1. 
The bill, in part, changes 
part of state law that sets 
deadlines for filing work-
ers’ compensation notic-
es and claims based on 
the “diagnosis of the dis-
order,” which effectively 
will give first responders 
more time. 
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IN BRIEF

CREST worker vying for state title

By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

Not only did Nick Catto 
shine brightest amongst a 
Galaxy of Stars on Jan. 18, 

where he was awarded 
School-Related Employee 
of the Year for Citrus Coun-
ty, but he outshined stars 
from all across the state as 
well.

The Citrus Resources for 
Exceptional Students in 
Transition (CREST) para-
professional was just named 
statewide finalist among 
five for School-Related Em-
ployee of the Year (SREY) 
for the state of Florida. This 
is the third year in a row that 
a Citrus County Schools 

employee has been selected 
as a state finalist.

“Nick Catto has been an 
excellent employee and 
an asset to CREST,” said 
CREST principal Lee 
Mulder. “He bears both a 
passion for special educa-
tion students coupled with 
a dedication to give his best 

efforts and advice to all stu-
dents. Nick never waivers in 
his commitment to the stu-
dents, school, and district he 
serves. He goes beyond the 
call of duty daily.”

At CREST, Catto works 
one-on-one with students 

Paraprofessional Nick Catto named state 
finalist for school-related employee of year

See CREST, page A4

The end of an era

By MATT PFIFFNER
Sports editor

The “longest honeymoon in history” 
is coming to an end.

Ron Allan and Tammy Adams were 
married Aug. 6, 1983, in their home-
town of Fremont, Ohio, and arrived in 
Florida three days later. Allan inter-
viewed for a teaching and coaching 
position at Lecanto High School on 
Aug. 10 and started work Aug. 15.

When a new school year begins this 
August, it will be the first time in 40 
years that longtime coach, teacher and 
athletic director Ron Allan won’t be 
roaming the halls or the sidelines at 
Lecanto High School.

When Allan began his career out 
of college, Lecanto didn’t even have 
a high school building. It shared the 
middle school building while the high 
school was being built. In the spring 
of 1984, there was a graduating class 
of one. Now, Lecanto is the largest 
school system in Citrus County.

“When we got here it was a thing 
where we didn’t know how long it 
was going to be. But we really started 
to grow really fond of the area,” Allan 
said. “I worked with some really good 
principals and APs over the years. We 
always had a good relationship with 
administration and the county office. 
We just really liked it and still do. 
We’ve gotten to know a lot of people 
and have a lot of friends from the dif-
ferent schools and community mem-
bers we’ve come in contact with.”

Sandra “Sam” Himmel, Superinten-
dent of Citrus County Schools, said 
“Ron has been an icon at Lecanto 

High School. He served the district 
and our students well.”

A family affair
When Allan leaves work on Tues-

day, May 31, it will be for the last time 
after nearly four decades of service.

The Allans – along with son Danny, 
who also works in the Lecanto school 
system – are packing up and moving 
to Kansas to be closer to sons Brent 
and Jake.

In fact, Ron Allan is headed to the 
same high school Jake works at – 
Campus High in Haysville, Kansas. 
He will continue to coach girls bas-
ketball and teach, while Tammy – who 
worked at Lecanto Middle School for 
nearly 40 years herself – is going to be 
a stay-at-home grandmother to a pair 
of granddaughters.

“She can hardly wait,” Allan said.

Matt Pfiffner / Sports editor

Ron Allan coaches the Lecanto girls basketball team during a timeout in a game this past season. Allan, who has coached nearly 
every sport in his 39-year tenure at LHS, is stepping away after nearly four decades on campus.

Buy 
hurricane 
supplies 
and skip 
the tax
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Hurricane season begins 
June 1 and now is the time 
to stock up on emergency 
items while they are tax-
free.

From May 28 through 
June 10, residents can 
buy such untaxed items as 
flashlights, radios, tarps 
and fire extinguishers. At 
14 days, this year’s Disas-
ter Preparedness holiday 
is longer than past events.

This is one of 10 sales-
tax holidays this year 
created when Gov. Ron 
DeSantis signed House 
Bill 7071 which provides 
more than $1.2 billion of 
tax relief.

Citrus County Emer-
gency Management Di-
rector Amanda Wood-

w a r d 
urges res-
idents to 
take full 
a d v a n -
tage of the 
h o l i d a y 
and stock 
up now. 
D o n ’ t 

wait, she said, until a 
storm is bearing down 
on Citrus. Products may 
be scarce and nervous-
ness can lead to bad 
judgment.

“It’s just good to have 
those things on hand,” 
she said.

Senate President Wil-
ton Simpson, R-Trilby, 

said the 
h o l i d a y 
comes at 
a time in-
flation is 
c a u s i n g 
hardships.

“ F l o r -
ida can-
not inde-

pendently fix or outrun 
all of the problems lead-
ing to the cost increases 
that are wreaking havoc 
on families, especially 
our most vulnerable,” 
Simpson said.

This is the first year 
residents can purchase 
tax-free pet supplies, in-
cluding cans or pouches 
of wet pet food and cat 
litter pans.

Other new items on the 
list include smoke detec-
tors, fire extinguishers 
and carbon-monoxide 
detectors that cost $70 
or less amid calls for 
residents to safely use 

g e n e r a -
tors. Also, 
people can 
avoid pay-
ing sales 
taxes on 
generators 
that cost 
$1,000 or 
less.

“We have now had 
more deaths over the 
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See SUPPLIES, page A4

Coach Ron Allan leaving 
Lecanto High School 
after nearly four decades

Miss Homosassa 
challenges stereotypes 
as she competes in 
Miss Florida USA
By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

From teacher to legisla-
tive assistant to Miss Flori-
da USA, Caroline Dixon is 
challenging stereotypes and 
proving that pageants take 
more than just a pretty face 
to win.

The first grade teacher at 
Rock Crusher Elementary 
School and current Miss 
Homosassa title holder will 
be going to compete at the 
Miss Florida USA pageant 
this weekend with the po-
tential to move onto Miss 
USA.

Although this year was 
only her first year teaching, 
she will also soon be leaving 
Rock Crusher Elementary 
and Crystal River altogeth-

er, having recently accepted 
a position as legislative as-
sistant for Florida Sen. Ed 
Hooper in Palm Harbor.

Dixon previously interned 
as a district executive sec-
retary for Sen. Hooper for 
two terms during her time 
as a juris master’s student 
in Florida State University’s 
College of Law which she 
took online.

Since there wasn’t an of-
ficial position available 
with the senator yet, Dix-
on moved back to Citrus 
County and decided to try 
teaching in the meantime. 
Being a Crystal River native 
and having graduated from 
Crystal River High School 
in 2016, it felt like a nice Caroline Dixon, Miss Homosassa, is competing at the state Miss 

Florida USA competition this weekend, May 27-29. Shown is her 
headshot used for the competition.

See COACH, page A6

See HOMOSASSA, page A6


