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In a story published in 
the Citrus County Chron-
icle Thursday about par-
ents of mentally ill chil-
dren discussing the need 
for a Baker Act facility, 
we incorrectly wrote that 
Cindi Fein, the executive 
director of NAMI in Cit-
rus County, had a daugh-
ter with schizophrenia. 
That was an error. No 
member of Fein’s family 
has schizophrenia.

The reporter’s error oc-
curred when he confused 
Fein with another parent 
whose daughter is men-
tally ill and spoke during 
the county commission 
workshop.

The Chronicle regrets 
the error.

County preps for legal fight over campground

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

The county is preparing 
for what looks like an in-
evitable legal battle with 
the Southwest Florida Wa-
ter Management District 

(SWFWMD) 
over owner-
ship rights 
of the Chas-
sahowitzka 
River Camp-
ground and 
boat ramp.

C o m m i s -
sioners on Tuesday voted 
5-0 to retain outside legal 
counsel.

“It’s become readily ap-
parent that SWFWMD 

tends to ready its lawsuit,” 
county attorney Denise Dy-
mond Lyn told the board.

The county and the water 
district have fought a war of 
words for months as to who 
is the rightful owner of the 
boat ramp, parking lot and 
campgrounds. Both sides 
claim rightful ownership.

“Given communications 
of late and the large number 
of public records requests 
we have received, it appears 

SWFWMD is preparing 
to litigate relating to the 
Chassahowitzka River boat 
ramp.” Lyn wrote in the 
agenda item tacked on to 
the end of Tuesday’s regular 
meeting.

“As SWFWMD has as-
serted its ownership, I be-
lieve it prudent to have a 
title search completed along 
with additional research by 
outside counsel.”

The Chassahowitzka River 

Campground is at 8600 W. 
Miss Maggie Drive in Ho-
mosassa. It’s popular with 
the public because they can 
navigate down the river with 
a small boat toward the Gulf 
and scalloping locations.

“Unfortunately, our at-
tempts to resolve this issue 
have been unsuccessful and 
we are left with no other 
option but to seek a determi-
nation through the courts,” 
SWFWMD Executive Direc-

tor Brian Armstrong wrote 
recently in an email to Coun-
ty Commission Chairwoman 
Ruthie Schlabach.

“In that arena, we can 
each provide our evidence 
to support our ownership 
claims and an independent 
third party can review the 
facts and make a decision.”

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.

Dispute with 

SWFWMD focuses on 

ownership of site
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Ode  
to a 
shrimp

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

As the great orator Bubba 
Blue said to Forrest Gump, 
“Shrimp is the fruit of the 
sea. You can barbecue it, 
boil it, broil it, bake it, sauté 
it. Dey’s uh, shrimp-kabobs, 
shrimp creole, shrimp gum-
bo. Pan fried, deep fried, 
stir-fried.”

On Saturday, March 18, 
shrimp, shrimp and more 
shrimp will be the featured 
crustacean at this year’s 
ShrimpaPalooza in Old Ho-
mosassa, hosted by Rotary 
of Homosassa Springs.

The “Mardi Gras Homo-
sassa-Style” event is from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the 
grounds behind the Homo-
sassa Civic Club at the cor-
ner of West Yulee Drive and 
Mason Creek Road.

The parade begins at 
10 a.m.

Here are 7 things to put on 
your ShrimpaPalooza to-do 
list:

1. Get there early or ar-
rive late.

Yulee Drive will be closed 
off at 9:30 for the approxi-
mately hour-long parade at 
10, said Tom Feeney from 
the Rotary Club of Homo-
sassa Springs.

Parking is at Homosassa 
Elementary School for a $5 
donation, which goes to the 
school.

2. Come hungry.
How do you like your 

shrimp: Peel-and-eat? Hot? 
Cold? As a taco? All of the 
above?

There will be hundreds of 
pounds of shrimp cooked, 
maybe not 100 different 
ways, but enough to appeal 
to most everyone who loves 
shrimp.

Allergic to shrimp? Check 
out the other non-shrimp 
food offerings from ven-
dors.

3. Be ready for the beads.
It wouldn’t be a Mardi 

Gras-style parade without 
beads being tossed around. 
Beside the beads, the pa-
rade, which begins at the 
Old Mill Tavern and travels 
down Yulee Drive, includes 
Bonnie Rybak, Citrus 
County Citizen of the Year, 

as this year’s Grand Mar-
shal.

Also among the parade 
entries: the Shriners in their 
funny little cars, the Mini 
Cooper Club from the Vil-
lages, the Homosassa Ukers 
and their ukuleles and the 
crowd-pleasing Homosassa 
Golf Carters and their doz-
ens of “shrimply” decked-
out golf carts.
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Beads, beads and more beads are featured at the “Mardi Gras Homosassa-Style” ShrimpaPalooza taking place Saturday, March 18. The event will be from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. in Old Homosassa, featuring a parade beginning at 10 a.m.

In its 11th year, 

ShrimpaPalooza 

takes over Old 

Homosassa Saturday, 

March 18

A parade is just one  of the many highlights of the ShrimpaPalooza event in Old Homosassa  
Saturday, March 18.

Cajun foods, live music, beer and wine, vendors and a Kids Zone 
are just some of the activities to take part in at the Shrimpa-
Palooza in Old Homosassa on Saturday.

CORRECTION Yellen declares bank system sound, as new rescues ordered
By FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Trea-
sury Secretary Janet Yellen 
offered firm, upbeat reas-
surances to rattled bank 
depositors and investors 
Thursday, even as American 
financial institutions and 
European agencies ordered 
fresh rescue efforts follow-
ing the second-largest bank 
collapse in U.S. history.

Questioned closely, some-
times aggressively, Yellen 
told senators at a Capitol 
hearing that the U.S. bank-
ing system “remains sound” 
and Americans “can feel 
confident” about the safety 
of their deposits.

Her remarks, against the 
backdrop of deepening con-
cerns about the health of 

the global financial system, 
were an effort to signal to 
markets that there would 

be no broader contagion 
from the collapse of Silicon 
Valley Bank in California 
and Signature Bank in New 
York.

By the time her testimo-
ny was over, another major 
institution, First Republic 
Bank, received an emergen-
cy infusion of $30 billion 
in deposits from 11 banks, 
according to Treasury. And 
in Europe hours earlier, 
Credit Suisse, Switzerland’s 
second-largest lender, got 
a promise from the Swiss 
central bank of a loan of up 
to 50 billion francs ($54 bil-
lion).

Wall Street rallied on the 
rescue news.

Republican senators laid 

a big part of the blame for 
the problems on Democrat-
ic President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration.

“The reckless tax and 
spend agenda that was 
forced through Congress” 
contributed to record high 
inflation that the Federal 
Reserve is having to com-
pensate for through increas-
ing interest rates, said Sen. 
Mike Crapo of Idaho. And 
those surging rates have 
caused banks – as well as 
regular citizens – problems.

The Republicans also 
questioned Biden’s as-
surances that taxpayers 
won’t bear the brunt of the 
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Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen testifies before the Senate Finance 
Committee about the President’s proposed budget request for the 
fiscal year 2024 on Thursday on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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