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Lawmakers polled 
on gun violence 
special session

Florida lawmakers will 
have until 3 p.m. Friday 
to weigh in on a proposal 
by Democrats to hold a 
special legislative session 
on gun violence.

Secretary of State Cord 
Byrd announced the 
timeline for lawmakers 
to respond to a poll about 
holding a special session. 
The poll was prompted 
by more than 20 percent 
of lawmakers submit-
ting letters of support. 

A special 
s e s s i o n 
would be 
convened 
if 60 per-
cent of 
the mem-
bers of 
the House 
and Senate 

back the idea in the poll.
Senate Minority Leader 

Lauren Book, D-Plan-
tation, wrote in a letter 
Thursday to Byrd that 
lawmakers must address 
issues of universal back-
ground checks, expand-
ing “red-flag” laws and 
regulating high-capacity 
rifle magazines after mass 
shootings in Buffalo, 
N.Y., and Uvalde, Texas.

“Although we’ve taken 
bipartisan steps to ad-
dress gun violence since 
the horrific massacre of 
students and educators at 
Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las (High School in Park-
land) and we continue to 
do that work, it is impera-
tive that we take common 
sense steps to address the 
epidemic of gun violence 
that has led to mass atroc-
ities in places like Buffa-
lo, N.Y. and most recent-
ly in Uvalde, TX,” Book 
wrote.

Rep. Joe Geller, 
D-Aventura, wrote sep-
arately to Byrd that the 
special session is need-
ed to address the issues. 
Such efforts to force 
special sessions on other 
issues have failed in the 
past.

Meals on Wheels 
Program needs 
volunteer drivers

Citrus County’s Meals 
on Wheels Program pro-
vides meals for home-
bound seniors here in Cit-
rus County, but they need 
volunteer drivers.

Citrus County Senior 
Services is seeking vol-
unteers to deliver meals 
to seniors throughout 
Citrus County around the 
lunchtime hours, Monday 
through Friday.

They ask that volunteers 
be willing to give at least 
two hours of their time, 
one day a week, to deliv-
er meals to seniors. Each 
meal route consists of 10-
20 stops, taking one to 
two hours to complete.

Volunteers can even be 
reimbursed for mileage.

Over the past few years, 
the program has added 
many new clients; there 
is a need for drivers at all 
meal delivery locations 
throughout Citrus County.

For more information, 
or to become a volunteer 
driver, call:

Homosassa /Crys t a l 
River Area – West Citrus 
Community Center: 352-
795-3831

Inverness/Floral City 
Area – East Citrus Com-
munity Center: 352-344-
9666

Hernando/Inverness 
Area – Hernando Area 
Senior Program: 352-
566-2328

Beverly Hills/Lecanto/
Citrus Springs area – 
Central Citrus Communi-
ty Center: 352-527-5942
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DeSantis signs school-safety changes

By RYAN DAILEY
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Two weeks after a deadly 
school shooting in Uvalde, 
Texas, reignited debates 
about gun violence and 

securing schools, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis signed a bill 
Tuesday that will require 
mental-health “crisis in-
tervention” training for 
on-campus officers.

The measure also will 
make other school-safety 
changes, including giving 
the State Board of Educa-
tion rulemaking authority 
over emergency drills.

The Legislature formally 
sent the bill (HB 1421) to 
DeSantis a day after the 

May 24 shooting in Uval-
de that left 19 children and 
two adults dead. DeSantis’ 
office announced the sign-
ing Tuesday in a news re-
lease without a public ap-
pearance. He also signed 
four other bills from the 
2022 legislative session.

Among other things, the 
school-safety measure will 
require that law-enforce-
ment officers stationed at 
public schools complete 
mental-health crisis inter-

vention training.
“The training must im-

prove the officer’s knowl-
edge and skills as a first 
responder to incidents 
involving students with 
emotional disturbance or 
mental illness, including 
de-escalation skills to en-
sure student and officer 
safety,” the bill said.

School security officers 
who are not sworn law-en-
forcement officers will be 
required to receive train-

ing designed to “improve 
the officer’s knowledge 
and skills necessary to re-
spond to and de-escalate 
incidents” on campuses.

The measure, which will 
go into effect July 1, also 
will extend the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School Public Safety Com-
mission. The commission 
was formed after the 2018 
Parkland school-shooting in 

Law will require 
mandatory youth 
mental health 
awareness training

Pain at the pump

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

With gas prices expect-
ed to hit the $5 mark soon, 
Citrus County residents and 
business owners are making 
budget adjustments.

In fact, they’ve been doing 
that for the past few months 
as prices have skyrocketed 
to record high proportions.

“I’m just staying home 
(except for emergencies) 
and having my groceries de-
livered,” said Lisa Huggins 
of Homosassa.

Tom Dasilva of St. Pe-
tersburg works in phar-
maceuticals and was in 
Lecanto filling up Monday 
morning.

Until prices fall, Dasil-
va said he is cutting back 
wherever possible.

“I’ve given up a meal 
during the week,” he said.

Dasilva said gas prices are 
cyclical and will likely go 
back down. He just wishes 
politicians would stop the 
rhetoric and blaming each 
other.

Tinnibu Hollis of Lecanto 
makes deliveries for Door-
Dash. Between that and 
personal use of his car, it’s 
costing him $200 a week in 
gas.

These days, Hollis said 
he just drives to work and 
parks his car other times. 
If people invite him to go 
somewhere, he asks if they 
will pick him up.

“It used to be that I put in 
$10 and got half a tank,” he 
said.

Now the needle barely 
moves with $20 a fill-up, he 
added.

Businesses make 
adjustments

The lawn care business is 
especially feeling the pain.

Robert Platz, owner of Lo-
cal Boy Lawn and Pest Con-
trol in Beverly Hills, said 
he’s spending an average 
$3,000 more a month due to 
the gas hike. Platz has two 
diesel trucks, a diesel trac-
tor and five gas mowers.

“It’s costing me $125 
a day just to put my two 
trucks on the road,” he said.

Platz said he was forced to 
raise prices for the first time 
in seven years due to the ba-
sic costs of living, the state’s 

hike in the minimum wage 
and inflation. He was able 
to give his four employees 
cost-of-living raises.

But even so, he’s still 
treading water trying to 
keep up.

“I’m taking the hits right 
now in hopes things get 
better,” he said. “We’ll keep 
going as long as we can.”

“Gas prices are the bottom 
line of the country,” Platz 
added. “Anything you buy 
from the store or any ser-
vice you get or goods that 
you buy – everything fol-
lows from gas prices.”

Samantha Jumper, one of 
the managers at Angelotti’s 
Pizza in Inverness, said they 
raised the delivery fee from 
$2 to $3.

Inflation, rising supply 
costs and other economic 
factors forced an across-the-
board price hike in food, she 
added.

Customers, she said, un-
derstand and there has been 
no fall-off of business.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Robert Platz, owner of Local Boy Lawn and Pest Control, cuts a 10-acre parcel of property in Riv-
erhaven Tuesday, June 7. High gas prices have impacted nearly all aspects of life, especially those 
who rely on gas-powered equipment like Platz’s mowers and other equipment.

Residents, business 
owners dealing  
with skyrocketing 
gas prices

AAA: Ways to Save on Gasoline

■■ Combine errands to limit driving time.

■■ Shop around for the best gas prices in your community.

■■ Pay with cash. Some retailers charge extra per gallon for 
customers who pay with a credit card.

■■ Remove excess weight in your vehicle. Every 100 
pounds taken out of the vehicle improves fuel economy by 
1-2 percent.

■■ Drive conservatively. Aggressive acceleration and speed-
ing reduces fuel economy.

Hospital patient 
safety data could be 
held from public; 
feds want input
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

The federal agency over-
seeing Medicare and Med-
icaid services is asking for 
public input about a poten-
tial policy change block-
ing public access to local 
hospital safety information 
that includes such things as 
avoidable patient falls, bed 
sores and infections during 
hospital stays.

The deadline to comment 
on the proposal by the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services is June 17. 
Information about the pro-
posal and how to comment 
can be found at https:// 
tinyurl.com/2p8txvhx.

CMS posted the pro-
posed changes with the 
Federal Register website, 
saying, “due to the impact 
of the COVID-19 public 
health emergency on data 
used in our value-based 
purchasing programs, we 
are proposing to suppress 
several (patient care) mea-
sures (collected from hos-
pitals).”

The data, collected only 
by CMS, is used by patient 
advocacy organizations to 
provide hospital patient 

information to the public, 
typically in a format that’s 
understandable to a layper-
son.

One of those organiza-
tions encouraging the pub-
lic to contact CMS or join 
it in opposing the change is 
the Leapfrog Group.

The organization pro-
vides the public with health 
safety grades for thousands 
of hospitals in a simplified 
format, with data Leapfrog 
collects from CMS.

“Data on these (hospital 
patient care) complications 
is not available to the pub-
lic from any other source,” 
Leapfrog said on its web-
site. “If CMS suppresses 
this data, all of us will be 
in the dark on which hospi-
tals put us most at risk, yet 
we all shoulder the burden 
of these dangerous, pre-
ventable complications.”

But CMS contends that 
the coronavirus pandemic 
has skewed the data.

“An important part of 
(CMS’) commitment to 
patient safety is ensuring 
public access to the high-
est quality data regarding 
the performance of health 

Authorities arrest two 
more in connection to 
shooting over $200 debt
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Two Tampa teenagers 
were taken into custody 
for their alleged participa-
tion in a shooting targeting 
an Inverness resident over 
a $200 debt.

Tampa Police Depart-
ment officers arrested 
16-year-old Martavis Ma-
lik Horton and 17-year-old 
Markis Antonio Gillyard 
May 18 on Citrus Coun-
ty warrants alleging they 
were each principals to at-
tempted first-degree mur-
der and shooting into an 
occupied dwelling, court 
filings show.

Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies trans-
ported the pair on May 
27 from the Hillsbor-
ough County jail to the 
local detention facility, 
where the teens were each 
booked with total bonds 
of $75,000, which a judge 
left unchanged May 28 at 
their first court appear-
ances.

June 22 was set as their 
respective arraignments in 
court.

So far, according to the 
sheriff’s office on Tuesday, 
June 7, authorities have 
jailed Horton, Gillyard, 
Angelo Camparetto, Jere-
my Cooker, Dylan Byrnes 

and Ava Salley for their 
alleged roles in the Feb. 4 
shooting of a home in the 
6100 block of East Iona 
Lane.

Local investigators re-
covered 12 firearm projec-
tiles from the front door 
and wall of the house, 
which was occupied by 
three people. No injuries 
were reported after the 
gunfire erupted between 
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