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Tennis: U.S. Open under way in New York / B1

Clerk expands 
Meadowcrest 
services

The Citrus County 
Clerk of Courts expanded 
services Monday, Aug. 
29, to accept new court 
cases at its customer ser-
vice location at the West 
Citrus Government Cen-
ter in Meadowcrest.

Anyone filing paperwork 
for new court cases will 
be able to do so at 1540 
N. Meadowcrest Blvd., 
Crystal River, instead of 
going to the Citrus County 
Courthouse in Inverness.

Restraining orders and 
domestic-violence paper-
work must still be filed at 
the courthouse.

Attend the fall 
CERT class

Do you know how to 
take care of yourself, 
family and neighborhood 
in the event of an emer-
gency? If the answer is 
no, consider taking the 
Basic Community Emer-
gency Response Team 
(CERT) class this fall.

In this class, learn ba-
sic first aid, search and 
rescue, fire suppression, 
cribbing (lifting heavy 
objects with ordinary 
items) and much more.

The class is given at the 
Emergency Operations 
Center in Lecanto. There 
is no cost for the class. Af-
ter taking the class, people 
can join the Citrus County 
CERT to continue educa-
tion and help the communi-
ty in the event of a disaster.

The class will be held 
three Saturdays: Sept. 24, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Oct. 1, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Oct. 
8, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. To reg-
ister, call Lane Schneider 
at 352-249-2704 or send 
an email to certcitrus@
gmail.com.

BOCC to offer free 
citizens academy

The Citrus County 
Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) in-
vites the public to attend 
the Citrus County Citi-
zens Academy. This free, 
13-week program is held 
one day a week on Thurs-
day from 1-5 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.

This course is designed to 
educate citizens about the 
offices that implement the 
policy of the BOCC and 
to give residents a hands-
on, behind-the-scenes look 
at what, how and why the 
county’s departments and 
divisions do what they do.

The training is cumula-
tive in nature, so applicants 
are strongly encouraged 
to attend all sessions. An 
applicant that misses a 
session will be afforded an 
opportunity to make up a 
missed session in a future 
class session. A gradua-
tion will be held at the end 
of the course at the Old 
Courthouse Museum in 
Downtown Inverness.

Those who are interest-
ed in participating should 
contact Douglas Wright, 
executive assistant to 
the BOCC, at Douglas.
Wright@citrusbocc.com. 
Applications are due by 
Aug. 30. Call 352-341-
6561.
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Gas prices increase for first time in 10 weeks
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Gas prices in Citrus Coun-
ty and the state are up for 
the first time in 10 weeks.

The average price for reg-
ular unleaded increased 7 
cents per gallon, reaching 
$3.61 on Sunday.

This snapped what be-
came a 70-day streak of de-
clines, amounting to a total 
discount of $1.36 per gallon 
or a difference of about $20 
for a full tank of gas, ac-
cording to AAA – The Auto 
Club Group.

“Gas prices are rising in 
response to a recent oil 

price hike, due to reports 
that Saudi Arabia could 
lower fuel output in an ef-
fort to raise prices,” said 
AAA spokesman Mark 
Jenkins.

The U.S. price of oil rose 
a total of 5 percent over 
the course of the past three 
weeks.

“This is not a significant 
oil price hike, so gas prices 
may not go much higher, 
but that could change if 
there are additional gains 
in the fuel market this 
week,” Jenkins said. “As 
we move into peak hurri-
cane season, a major storm 
could contribute to rising 

prices, if it threatens refin-
eries along the Texas, Lou-
isiana or Mississippi coast 
lines.”

According to Gas 
Buddy, the cheapest sta-
tion in Florida was priced 
at $2.97 per gallon Sun-
day and the most expen-
sive was $4.98.

In Citrus County, prices 
ranged from $3.49 to $3.67, 
according to GasBuddy.

To find out what the prices 
are at specific stations, visit 
www.gasbuddy.com

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.

Conquering an underwater challenge

By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

Twelve young cadets ver-
sus a 12 foot deep pool. 
Their mission? Conquer the 
water and earn a lifetime 
SCUBA diver certification.

Early Sunday morning, 
Aug. 28, at Bicentennial 
Park Pool, Crystal River 
High School’s Navy JROTC 
took the plunge into their 
first confined-water session 
for the school’s new SCU-
BA program. Taught by 
NAUI dive instructors Don 
Markham and Steve Thom-
as, the cadets are learning 
important water skills to be-
come open-water SCUBA 
diver certified.

Amanda Cunningham, 
mother of 15-year-old cadet 
Bailey Cunningham, said 
she thinks it’s a great pro-
gram for kids.

“It’s something for them 
to look forward to that’s 

positive,” she said. “I think 
JROTC alone is just an awe-
some program, but I think 
the Scuba program for kids 
this age is something fantas-
tic for them to get involved 
in because not all kids get 
this kind of opportunity. 
We’re originally from Ohio, 
we moved down here in 
2019. She (Bailey) would 
have never had this kind of 
opportunity up there.”

The program is a collab-
oration project with CRHS 
NJROTC Senior Chief 
Maurice Perine and the 
Academy of Environmen-
tal Science (AES) board 
member Tom Gotterup and 
has received approximately 
$15,000 in donations sup-
porting its creation.

Principal of CRHS Phil-
lip McLeod said, “I think 
it’s an excellent program. I 
think it’s nothing but a big 
positive for the school and 
for our kids.”

The donations made in-
clude a $10,000 private 
donation made by philan-
thropists Arnold and Diane 
Ross to go towards the pur-
chase of the SCUBA equip-

ment. The couple has made 
many community donations 
throughout the years, but 
this program is special for 
them because they are in-
volved in Tikkun HaYam, 
which translates to “repair 
the sea,” the world’s leading 
Jewish Marine Conserva-
tion Movement.

In addition to the Ross’ 
donation, the program re-
ceived donations from an-
other private couple through 
Crystal River Kayak Com-
pany and Dive Center for a 
$2,000 credit to go towards 
each cadet’s personal gear, 
like snorkels, fins and boo-
ties, and another $2,000 to 
donate 12 wetsuits for the 
cadets.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

NAUI instructor Don Markham offers his knowledge to a group of Crystal River High School NJROTC students at Bicentennial Park pool Sunday morning, Aug. 28. 
When their training is complete the cadets will be certified divers. All of their dive gear has been donated through generous monetary donations exceeding $10,000.

Crystal River  

Navy JROTC cadets 

take the dive

Dive instructor Don Markham 
works with Ruby Washburn, 
16, kneeling, and Cheyanne 

Stewart, 16, Sunday morning, 
Aug. 28, as Crystal River High 
School NJROTC cadets learn 

to master their dive gear. All of 
the new dive equipment has 

been donated to the program.
Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Women to spend over 20 years in 
prison for unrelated drug offenses
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

A pair of Citrus County 
women will spend more 
than 20 years in state prison 
for their unrelated narcotics 
charges.

Patricia Ann Clair and 
Brandy Lynn Spittlehouse 
saw their separate felony 
cases resolve Monday, Aug. 
29, under Citrus County 
Circuit Court Judge Richard 
Howard.

Howard sentenced Clair 
to 22 years in prison as a 
habitual felony offender 
after a jury found the Ho-
mosassa 52-year-old guilty 
July 22 of selling 3.5 grams 
of methamphetamine to a 
confidential informant in 
November, during a Citrus 
County Sheriff’s Office op-
eration.

Prosecutors with the State 
Attorney’s Office had of-
fered Clair a plea offer to 

serve probation, which she 
rejected.

Citing Clair’s three pri-
or felony convictions for 
theft and drug possession in 
2008, 2018 and 2019, Assis-
tant State Attorney Nicholas 
Caporicci asked Howard on 
Monday to order a 15-year 
prison sentence.

Clair was facing up to 30 
years in prison after How-
ard designated her a habitu-
al felony offender, doubling 
Clair’s maximum punish-
ment.

Clair’s lawyer, Assis-
tant Public Defender Ed 
Spaight, argued for the 
judge to order his client’s 

lowest-permissible prison 
term because of the non-vi-
olent nature of Clair’s crim-
inal history.

“I don’t know what to 
say, I really don’t,” Clair 
told Howard after the judge 
asked if she wanted to 
speak before sentencing. “I 
don’t deserve 15 years. Yes, 
I have priors, but they’re 
nothing violent.”

“You made the choices, 
you were the one who de-
cided,” Howard said. “It 
didn’t go well for you.”

After Clair’s sentencing, 
Spittlehouse agreed to ac-
cept the offer from prose-
cutors to serve a 25-year 
minimum-mandatory sen-
tence in prison by pleading 
no contest to her three drug 
cases.

Spittlehouse’s day-for-
day sentence stems from 
the Inverness 45-year-old’s 

CLAIR SPITTLEHOUSE

MPO meeting to 
focus on traffic safety
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County had 18 
traffic fatalities from Jan. 
1 to Aug. 8 this year, down 
from 34 from the same 
time period in 2021.

Peter Hsu, safety admin-
istrator for the Florida De-
partment of Transportation 
(FDOT), will present the 
latest traffic data gathered 
from its Project Zero report 
during Thursday’s meeting 
of the Hernando-Citrus 
Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization (MPO).

Project Zero is an FDOT 
initiative to reduce traffic 
fatalities.

Also according to new 
FDOT statistics:

 ■ Of the fatalities, 50 
percent occurred on state 
roads and 50 percent on 
local roads.

 ■ Citrus County’s num-
ber of incapacitating inju-

ries during the period were 
down from 140 to 74.

 ■ The Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Office issued 
688 speeding citations and 
327 warnings over the sev-
en-month span.

 ■ The Sheriff’s Office 
also gave out 33 citations 
and 48 warnings for for 
seat belt infractions

Also at Thursday’s meet-
ing, the board will discuss 
FDOT’s strategic intermod-
al system 2050 long-range 
transportation plan. These 
are projects designed by the 
state to move traffic.

The Hernando-Citrus 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) will 
meet at 1:30 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Brooksville City 
Hall council chambers, 
201 Howell Ave.

Michael D. Bates is a staff 

writer with the Citrus County 

Chronicle and can be reached at 

mbates@chronicleonline.com. See COURT, page A2

See SCUBA, page A2


