
Citrus County Chronicle Tuesday, July 19, 2022   A1

C I T R U S C O U N T Y

JULY 19, 2022

www.chronicleonline.com

HIGH

Scattered  

showers and 

storms.

PAGE A4

TODAY 
& next 
morning

T U E S D A Y

75

89
LOW

Florida’s Best Community        Newspaper Serving Florida’s Best Community VOL. 128 ISSUE 198$1

All-Star Game: Rays’ McClanahan named AL starter / B1

Key Center to host 
annual runners 
celebration

The public is invited 
to join the Key Training 
Center for its annual Run-
ners Celebration on July 
23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at its Lecanto Campus Pa-
vilion, located at 1311 N. 
Garnett Loop.

Celebrate the runners’ 
home return after their 
grueling 180 mile run 
with a day filled with fun, 
music, food and games.

For a $5 donation, all 
ages can enjoy unlimit-
ed inflatables, dunk tank 
challenge, epic water 
battles, face painting and 
a host of activities. The 
largest obstacle course is 
101 feet long with a dou-
ble slide combo. The pin-
nacle of the event will be 
at 11 a.m. when the core 
and community runners 
cross the finish line.

This year, they will be 
adding live coverage from 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m., avail-
able through the website 
keytrainingcenter.org 
and social media outlets, 
including Facebook and 
YouTube.

To make a financial do-
nation, visit the Key’s 
website under PayPal or 
text “Key180” to 71777. 
On July 23, a donation can 
also be made from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. by calling 352-
795-5541 ext. 218.

Supervisor of 
Elections at 
several locations 
this week

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office will be at sev-
eral locations throughout 
Citrus County this week. 
This is a convenient oppor-
tunity for residents to reg-
ister to vote, make changes 
to voter records, update 
signatures or request a 
vote-by-mail ballot.

 ■ The Sugarmill Woods 
Civic Association’s Meet 
the Candidates Event from 
6-8 p.m. on July 19 at the 
First United Methodist 
Church, 8831 W. Brad-
shaw St., Homosassa.

 ■ The Homosassa Li-
brary from 9-11 a.m. on 
July 21 located at 4100 S. 
Grandmarch Ave., Homo-
sassa.

 ■ The Citrus Springs 
Civic Association’s Meet 
the Candidates Event 
from 5-9 p.m. on July 
21 at the Citrus Springs 
Community Center, 1570 
W. Citrus Springs Blvd., 
Citrus Springs.

Information to apply for 
election worker positions 
will also be available. 
Anyone interested in hav-
ing the elections office 
staff at an organization or 
business, contact Super-
visor Maureen Baird.

Sample ballots are 
available at the events 
or on the Supervisor of 
Elections website.

Visit the website at vote 
citrus.gov or contact the 
office at 352-564-7120.
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IN BRIEF Gas prices fall for fifth straight week

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Gas prices in Florida have 
dropped for the fifth straight 
week.

But given the volatile mar-
ket, that could turn around 

anytime, cautions AAA – 
The Auto Club Group.

Prices decreased 15 cents 
last week for, or 62 cents 
over the last month. The 
average price is $4.27 per 
gallon. This time last year, 
it was $3 a gallon.

On average it costs $64 to 
fill an average-sized 15-gal-
lon tank of gas. That’s $9 
less than what drivers paid 
when gas prices hit their 
peak of $4.89 in mid-June.

“For the first time in a cou-
ple months, drivers in some 
Florida cities are beginning 
to find pump prices below 
$4 a gallon,” said AAA 
spokesman Mark Jenkins.

Jenkins said oil prices suf-
fered significant drops last 
week, clearing the way for 
additional discounts at the 
pump.

Although global supplies 
remain an ongoing concern, 
the U.S. Energy Informa-

tion Administration report-
ed a steep drop in domestic 
gasoline demand. While 
this might be an anomaly, 
the market is taking it as 
an indicator that Americans 
could be shifting driving 
habits in response to high 
prices.

Concerns about a new 
strain of COVID-19 and po-
tential lockdowns in China, 
have reenergized global de-
mand concerns, AAA said 

in a news release.
“Drivers are likely re-

lieved to get a break from 
record-high prices, and 
prices could get even cheap-
er this week,” Jenkins said. 
“However, it’s important to 
remember that the market 
remains extremely volatile, 
and prices have the poten-
tial to bounce back.

“That particularly applies 

A volatile  
market could drive 
prices up again

Pantries struggle to meet increased needs
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

It nearly broke Maria 
Cyr’s heart, but she had 
to turn away more than 30 
people seeking food at the 
Thursday, July 14 week-
ly SOS food pantry – they 
were out of food to give 
away.

“We started at 7:30 (a.m.) 
and by 9 we were almost out 
of food,” said the SOS ex-
ecutive director. “We ended 
up serving 175 families.”

SOS food pantry, based at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Hernando, dis-
tributes food every Thurs-
day.

However, Cyr said, she’s 
considering distributing 
food only twice a month 
instead of every week, be-
cause her costs have gone 
up.

“For the people, their elec-
tric bills have gone up, rents 
have gone up, the price of 
gas. For us, the cost of the 
food we buy is going up. 
... We went from spending 
$954 per week in January 
to now spending between 
$1,600 and $1,700 per 
week, and we don’t know 
if we’re going to survive. 
That’s the honest truth.”

Stephanie Bell, executive 
director of the Pregnancy 

and Family Life Center in 
Inverness, said her center 

sees at least 
two or three 
new people 
every day 
needing food 
assistance.

“We’re not 
just a preg-
nancy cen-
ter,” she said. 

“We serve about 92 seniors 
with food, and between 
May and June we saw an in-
crease of 100 people need-
ing food.

“What’s really sad, we’re 
having to cut back on what 
we can give because we 
don’t have a lot of money 
to purchase the food. So, 
we’re seeing an increase in 
people, but giving out less 
food,” she said. “In May, we 
gave out 4,800 pounds of 
food, and in June we gave 
out 4,600 with 100 addi-
tional people.”

Bell added that most of 
the people who are coming 
to her center for food are 
working people, two-in-
come households, who just 
can’t make ends meet.

“It’s so sad,” she said. 
“It’s the overall need, elec-
tric bills, gas, the rent being 
raised … All it takes is one 
illness, one flat tire or car 
repair bill and it’s a down-

ward spiral, and it’s only 
getting worse.”

Let’s Feed Citrus, spear-
headed by the New Church 

W i t h o u t 
Walls and 
the Rev. 
Doug Alex-
ander, gets 
surplus food 
from a vari-
ety of sourc-
es, such as 
FarmShare, 

which is distributed weekly 
or bi-weekly, either at the 
Crystal River Mall or the 
county fairgrounds.

Alexander said they see up 
to 1,100 cars come through 
at each distribution day.

“We’ve got more people 
coming for food,” he said. 
“It’s not going to get better, 
so we do what we can to 
prepare.

“It used to take us two 
trips to deliver the food to 
the location, with 10 pal-
lets on each truck, but now 
we’re doing three trips, and 
that’s a lot of food,” he said.

He added that in addition 
to surplus food, he also pur-
chases food to distribute.

“We’ve got people who 
depend on us,” he said. 
“They tell us, ‘If it wasn’t 
for this, I don’t know what 
I’d do.’ But everybody is 
appreciative and thankful.”

Barbara Sprague, Com-
munity Food Bank exec-
utive director, said, by the 
end of 2022, the food bank 
will have provided an esti-
mated 5 million meals to 
hungry people in Citrus 
County through the local 
food pantries and agencies 
that distribute food.

“We’re experiencing more 
need now than even during 
the pandemic,” Sprague 
said. “Now we’re serving 
well over 70,000 people per 
month.”

According to the most 
recent US Census data, the 
population of Citrus County 
is 155,582.

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Community Food Bank of Citrus County employee Mike Wilcox shuttles boxes of pancake mix to be stored inside the food bank’s 
Homosassa warehouse Friday, July 15. The organization provides tens of thousands of pounds of food to various charitable orga-
nizations across the area.

BELL

ALEXANDER

Donate  
to the Community 

Food Bank

■■ Donate online at www.
feed352.org.

■■ Text the word DONATE 
to 352-280-3391.

■■ Donations can be made 
over the phone at 352-
628-3663.

■■ Mail a check to: Com-
munity Food Bank, 5259 
W. Cardinal St., Building B, 
Homosassa, FL 34446

Woman 
agrees to 
15 years 
in child 
sex case
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

A Tampa woman agreed 
to serve a 15-year prison 
term for videotaping sex-
ual acts between herself 
and a young girl while in 
Citrus County.

Trinity Hannah Estevez, 
21, will also be super-

vised for 
10 years 
u n d e r 
s e x - o f -
f e n d e r 
probation 
after she’s 
r e l e a s e d 
from cus-
tody, and 

must register as a sexual 
predator for her lifetime.

Estevez pleaded no con-
test to her two felonies 
Monday, July 18, in ex-
change for the sentence, 
which was negotiated by 
her lawyer, Paul DeCailly, 
and prosecutors with the 
State Attorney’s Office.

Estevez was due to stand 
trial that week on original 
charges of lewd and lasciv-
ious molestation of a child 
younger than 12 years old, 
and promoting a sexual 
performance by a child.

Had she been convicted 
of molesting a child, Es-
tevez’s prison sentence 
would have been at least 
25 years and up to life.

During plea negotia-
tions, prosecutors agreed 
to amend Estevez’s mo-
lestation charge to an 
attempted crime, elimi-
nating the 25-year sen-
tencing floor.

Citrus County Circuit 
Judge Richard Howard 
ratified Estevez’s plea on 
Monday, and adjudicated 
her guilty of both offens-
es. Howard also noted 
Estevez had no criminal 
history prior to her new 
convictions.

“She did a wicked act,” 
the judge said.

Plea discussions with 

ESTEVEZ
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