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Supervisor of 
Elections to be 
at Lakes Region 
Library

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office is holding 
an outreach event at the 
Lakes Region Library on 
June 23 from 9-11 a.m. 
located at 1511 Druid 
Road, Inverness.

This is a convenient 
way to register to vote, 
make changes to voter re-
cords, update signatures 
or request a vote-by-mail 
ballot. Information to 
apply for election work-
er positions will also be 
available.

Anyone interested in 
having the elections office 
staff at an organization or 
business, contact Supervi-
sor Maureen Baird.

To learn more, visit  
votecitrus.gov, email 
vote@votecitrus.gov or 
call the office at 352-564-
7120.

DeSantis signs 
beach smoking bill

Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
Friday signed a measure 
that will allow cities and 
counties to restrict smok-
ing at beaches and parks 
that they own, according 
to information posted on 
the Senate website.

The bill (HB 105) builds 
on a 2002 constitutional 
amendment that prohib-
ited smoking in restau-
rants and at other indoor 
workplaces. Under it, 
however, local govern-
ments will not be able to 
prevent “the smoking of 
unfiltered cigars.” Law-
makers overwhelmingly 
approved the measure 
during the legislative ses-
sion that ended in March. 
At the time, Senate spon-
sor Joe Gruters, R-Sara-
sota, said the intention of 
the bill was to rid beach-
es of cigarette butts that 
don’t quickly biodegrade.

“If you live near a 
beach, the number one 
picked-up item consis-
tently on an annual basis 
over and over again, are 
cigarette butts,” Gruters 
said. “What happens 
all the time is this sec-
ond-hand smoke, to me it 
is disgusting. But what’s 
even more disgusting is 
when you reach into the 
sand and pick up one of 
those butts. And those 
filters that are in the ciga-
rettes are what ends up in 
the water, destroying the 
environment.”

But in opposing the 
bill, Sen. Jason Pizzo, 
D-North Miami Beach, 
said it would be discrim-
inatory.

“When you can have 
five guys sitting around 
smoking fat cigars and 
one Black kid over here 
smoking a Black & Mild, 
and the cop can go and 
exercise probable cause 
on that person and has to 
ignore the five, you have 
a problem,” Pizzo said 
during a Senate debate.
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Candidate qualifying over; election slate set
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

The high noon deadline ar-
rived Friday for candidates 
qualifying to run for elected 
office in Citrus County.

The 2022 election slate is 
now set in stone and cam-
paigning can begin in ear-
nest.

Here is a complete list of 
who’s running for what of-
fice and how much money 
candidates have amassed 
in their war chest. Remem-

ber that contributions are 
not just cash. Anything of 
value, other than cash or 
checks, must be noted as an 
in-kind contribution.

County Commissioner 
District 2

 ■ Diana Finegan: Repub-
lican: $49,050 monetary 
contributions; $1,972 in-
kind contributions; $13,797 
total expenditures and dis-
tributions;

Noteworthy donors: 

DSK Group in Homosassa 
($1,000); Leon and Jessica 
McClellan $1,000 each); 
Stype Termite and Pest 
Control in Inverness ($500)

 ■ Paul Micheal Grogan 
(No-party affiliation): $75 
in-kind contributions; no 
monetary contributions or 
expenditures

 ■ Stacey Worthington, 
Republican: $33,587 mone-
tary contributions; $707 in-
kind contributions; $12,493 
expenditures/distributions

Noteworthy donors: Circle 

T Sod Farms in Homosassa 
($1,000); Florida Mason-
ry in Homosassa ($1,000); 
Bruce Kaufman Inc. of Ho-
mosassa ($1,000)

County Commissioner 
District 4

 ■ Rebecca Bays: Repub-
lican: $40,015 monetary 
contributions; $0 in-kind 
contributions; $20 expendi-
tures/distributions

Noteworthy donors: Na-
ture Health Associates of 

Inverness ($1,000), DAV 
Electric of Crystal River 
($1,000)

 ■ John Murphy Jr.: Re-
publican: $34,570 monetary 
contributions; $96 in-kind 
contributions; $3,985 ex-
penditures/contributions

Noteworthy donors: Gulf 
to Lakes Associates, LLLP 
($1,000); Steve and Jewel 
Lamb ($1,000 each); Right 
Rudder Aviation ($1,000)

 ■ Winfield “Winn” Webb: 
Republican: $25,475 mone-
tary contributions; $1,428 

in-kind contributions; 
$7,921 expenditures/distri-
butions

Notable donors: The 
majority of contributions 
($20,500) came from the 
candidate

School Board District 1 
(nonpartisan)

Incumbent Thomas Ken-
nedy wins this seat unop-
posed. He’s amassed $3,290 

Group focuses on water resources
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Editor’s note: Every com-
munity depends on the re-
sources and support that 
nonprofit agencies provide 
people, whether physical, 
material or emotional.

The Chronicle’s ongoing 
series, Nonprofit Spotlight, 
profiles the nonprofit agen-
cies in Citrus County that 
exist to help make life better 
for us all.

To have your nonprofit 
organization considered 
for a spotlight, here’s the 
link to an online form you 
can fill out: https://www. 
chronicleonline.com/site/
forms/nonprofit_spotlight

About 71 percent of the 
Earth’s surface is covered 
in water. About 3 percent is 
fresh. Only 1 percent can be 
used for drinking and irriga-
tion, and it’s being used up 
fast.

In Florida alone, 1.6 bil-
lion gallons are withdrawn 
from the aquifer and surface 
water for just domestic use. 
Nationally, about a third of 
domestic water is used out-
doors.

On average, American 
families use more than 300 
gallons per day of water, ac-

cording to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

There are an estimated 
2.6 million operating septic 
tanks operating in Florida. 
Septic tanks, many decades 
old, are often the source in 
polluting groundwater and 
surface waters with unwant-
ed nutrients.

Florida accounts for 12 
percent of the country’s 
working septic tanks, ac-
cording to the Florida De-
partment of Health.

Many experts predict Flor-
ida can’t sustain its current 
rate of growth and devel-
opment without endanger-
ing the aquifer or lowering 
lakes and rivers.

As Florida’s waters be-
come more depleted, non-
profit organizations work 
to educate the public about 
water’s importance, its pro-
tection, and using less of it.

One such organization is 
TOO FAR Water & Natural 
Resource Foundation, based 
on Gospel Island Road in 
Inverness.

Q: What does your agency 
do? What is your mission/
purpose as an agency?

A: “The primary focus is 
to educate the public about 
water issues in and around 
Citrus County. We also pro-

vide a free opportunity once 
a year for area youth to fish, 
under supervision, in local 
fresh water, to encourage 
their appreciation of water 
related fun,” organization 
president Mark Hammer 
wrote to the Chronicle

Q: What difference do 
you want to make in Citrus 
County?

A: “Our organization has 
been working for two years 
to get state funding to do 
water restoration work in 
Lake Henderson. Just this 
month (June), $4.2 million 
was awarded for that proj-
ect,” Hammer said.

Q: When and how did your 
agency start in Citrus Coun-
ty?

A: The official start of 
TOO FAR was in 1992. The 
group first organized as a 
political group to challenge 
a change in the Wysong 
Dam in Sumter County that 
had affected the levels of lo-
cal lakes.

Q: What is your annual 
budget?

A: $8,000
Q: How are you funded?
A: “Through membership 

dues, donners before each 
monthly meeting, period-
ic fish fries or barbecue 
dinners open to the pub-

lic, rummage sales, and 
the rental of our building,” 
Hammer said.

Q: How many people on 
staff?

A: Zero. All are volunteers, 
Hammer said.

Q: Who is in charge?
A: Mark Hammer, presi-

dent of the nonprofit.
Q: How many volunteers 

do you have? Do you need 
more, and if so, how can 
people volunteer?

A: “As with all volunteer 
organizations, the amount 
fluctuates. Our core group 
is around 15, but for major 
events, more of the mem-
bership comes out to help. 
We hold a regular meet-
ing on the fourth Thursday 
night of each month and in-
vite people to ask questions 
about our organization and 
join us if they see our mis-
sion is worthwhile,” Ham-
mer said.

Q: Who do you serve/who 
are your clients?

A: “Local residents who 
love the water are our major 
‘clients.’ However, because 
we are all about protecting 
our local waterways, we are 
here for everyone,” Ham-
mer wrote.

Fred Hiers / Chronicle Reporter

People enjoy the shoreline of Lake Henderson.
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Two 
federally 
indicted 
for hate 
crime in 
Citrus 
County
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Two white men from 
central Florida were fed-
erally indicted on alle-
gations they committed 
a hate crime when they 
attacked a Black man in 
Citrus County.

A federal grand jury in 
Ocala formerly charged 

Dunnellon 
5 5 - y e a r -
old Roy 
L a m a r 
L a s h l e y 
Jr. and 
5 2 - y e a r -
old Robert 
Dewayne 
Lashley, of 
Brandon, 
with the 
offense on 
June 7, ac-
cording to 
the indict-
ment and 
the Justice 
D e p a r t -
ment on 

Friday, June 17.
The indictment for the 

Lashleys, who are broth-
ers, was unsealed Friday, 
following the arrest of 
Robert Lashley.

If convicted, the Lash-
leys each face a maximum 
sentence of 10 years in 
federal prison, three years 
of mandatory supervised 
release, and a $250,000 
fine.

It’s alleged the Lashleys 
aided and abetted one an-
other during their Nov. 
17, 2021, attack against 
a then-24-year-old Black 
man near the intersection 
of North Citrus Springs 
Boulevard and North 
Deltona Boulevard in Cit-
rus Springs.

According to the Lash-
leys’ arrest affidavits and 
a prior Chronicle report, 
Robert Lashley yelled ra-
cial slurs at the man, who 
was crossing Deltona 
Boulevard at the time.

Robert Lashley then 
ran over to the man, and 
started striking him with 
his fists, forcing the man 
to the ground. Roy Lash-
ley also came over, and 
struck the downed man 
with an axe handle before 
responding Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies 
apprehended the Lash-
leys.

ROY  
LASHLEY JR.

ROBERT 
LASHLEY

DeSantis campaign eyes school board candidates
By RYAN DAILEY
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ polit-
ical campaign this week 
launched a questionnaire 
designed to gauge how 
closely local school board 
candidates align with the 
Republican leader’s educa-
tional priorities.

The campaign is sending 
what it calls the “DeSantis 
Education Agenda” survey 
to school board candidates. 
The questionnaire also pro-
vides the opportunity for 

candidates to sign a certifi-
cate pledging their support 
for the governor’s agenda. 
According to DeSantis’ 
campaign, the questionnaire 
is not intended to be com-
pleted by people who aren’t 
school board candidates. But 
the campaign is encouraging 
parents to evaluate whether 
such candidates’ views line 
up with DeSantis’ priorities.

As conservatives around 
the country are placing in-
creased emphasis on school 
board races, DeSantis – 
widely viewed as a poten-
tial Republican candidate 

for president in 2024 – ap-
pears to be building a roster 
of local candidates that he 
can endorse.

“The DeSantis Education 
Agenda is a student-first, 
parent-centered initiative 
focused on setting Flori-
da’s children up for success, 
ensuring parental rights in 
education, and combatting 
the woke agenda from in-
filtrating public schools,” a 
description on DeSantis’ re-
election campaign website 
says. “This statewide agenda 
is for school board candi-
dates and school board mem-

bers who are committed to 
advancing these priorities at 
the local school board level.”

Before filling out the sur-
vey, respondents are first 
prompted with notices ad-
vising that candidates’ re-
sponses can be used by the 
Ron DeSantis for Governor 
campaign for political ads 
and other materials.

“Note: Completing the 
DeSantis Education Agenda 
Survey does not authorize 
any school board candidate 
or member to represent that 
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