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Food Bank seeks food/
donations to meet 
needs through holidays

The more than 60 agencies that 
rely on the Community Food 
Bank (CFB) to provide food for 
the individuals and families they 
serve are struggling. The increase 
in the need for food assistance 
over the past few years is taking 
its toll on resources that are al-
ready taxed to the max.

One meal equates to one pound 
of food. The CFB needs to col-
lect or purchase through mone-
tary donations at least 210,000 
pounds of food for holiday meals 
to feed the more than 70,000 in-
dividuals in our area who seek 
food assistance each month.

Individuals and businesses 
wanting to be part of the move-
ment can make a monetary do-
nation to the CFB, as every $10 
provides 100 meals.

The agency is also accepting 
the following food donations: 
canned foods, dry pasta, rice, 
beans, boxes of cereal, peanut 
butter and jellies, pet food, per-
sonal hygiene products, and 
cleaning products.

Donated items can be dropped 
off at the following locations un-
til Monday, Dec. 19: Community 
Food Bank, 5259 W. Cardinal St., 
Homosassa; Crystal Harley-Da-
vidson, 1147 S. Suncoast Blvd., 
Homosassa; Habitat for Human-
ity Re-Store, 7800 W. Gulf-to-
Lake Highway, Crystal River; 
Habitat for Humanity Re-Store, 
3703 E. Gulf-to-Lake Highway, 
Inverness.

Learn more about the CFB and 
its mission by visiting feed352.
org.

Pets need angels  
during holiday season

Precious Paws Rescue is in its 
13th annual Pet Angel Holiday 
Drive through Friday, Dec. 30.

In addition to the many or-
phaned pets in foster care; there 
are families who love their pets 
and are relying on local food 
banks to help feed their pets. The 
distribution of pet supplies will 
be shared with the home-deliv-
ered meals program and Citrus 
County pet food banks.

Items to help with their care 
include canned kitten food, kit-
ten chow, cat litter, dog and cat 
dry pet food, donations and gift 
cards. Drop off a gift at any of the 
following sites during their regu-
larly scheduled operating hours:

 ■ Precious Paws Adoption 
Center, 3768 W. Gulf-to-Lake 
Highway in Lecanto from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 ■ Goin’ Postal, 7789 S. Sun-
coast Blvd., Homosassa.

 ■ Cypress Village Property 
Owners Association, 108 W. Cy-
press Blvd, Homosassa.

 ■ Oak Village Property Own-
ers’ Association, 8827 S. Sun-
coast Blvd., Homosassa.

Donations may be left at each 
site or checks made out to and 
mailed to Precious Paws Rescue, 
P.O. Box 1014. Floral City, FL 
34436. All donations are tax de-
ductible.

For more information or if you 
need a donation picked up, call 
Precious Paws at 352-726-4700. 
A volunteer will return your call.

Clerk offers free 
passport photos for 
veterans, active military

Angela Vick, clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court and comptroller, offers 
free passport photos to all veter-
ans and active military personnel.

Passport Photos are taken at 
the Clerk Annex, 120 N. Mont-
gomery Ave., Inverness; or the 
Meadowcrest office at the West 
Citrus Government Center, 1540 
N. Meadowcrest Blvd. in Crystal 
River.

To participate, you will need 
to present one of the following 
forms of military identification: 
military ID, veterans ID or DD-
214.

Scheduling appointments for 
passport services with our office 
are available on appointment; 
website link https://checkin. 
citrusclerk.org, or by calling  
us directly at 352-341-6424, op-
tion 2.
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Get ready for a cold Christmas
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County this weekend 
could see the coldest Christmas in 
years as an Arctic blast makes its 
way to Florida.

Two fronts are forecast to push 
through this week – and the sec-
ond one could bring with it the 
frigid weather.

The National Weather Service 
(NWS) said Citrus Countians 
should start feeling the cold 
overnight Thursday when tem-
peratures plunge to 26 degrees. 
Saturday’s high is a forecast 46, 
with overnight temps again at 26 

degrees. Sunday’s high will be 47 
degrees and 28 degrees for a low.

The positive takeaway is that the 
skies should be sunny both days.

The county’s cold weather shel-
ter at Nature Coast Community 
Church, 5113 U.S. 19 in Homo-
sassa, will be open from 6 p.m. to 
7 a.m. Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day nights.

There will be free bus rides via 
the orange line to and from the 
shelter. For more information, call 
352-234-3099.

Temperatures in Citrus County 
should start warming up slightly 
Monday. The NWS is forecasting 
a high of 53 degrees.

As cold as it is expected to be in 
Citrus County, other parts of Flor-
ida will be colder.

“Lows in north Florida could 
bottom out as low as the teens this 
weekend, and areas in the penin-
sula could bottom out in the lower 
20s, especially in the central and 
northern parts,” according to Bry-
an Williams, Florida Forest Ser-
vice meteorologist.

“Freezing temperatures could 
reach as far south as Orlando,” 
Williams added. “Hard freezes 
will be a possibility, especially in 
North Florida.”

A hard freeze occurs when the 
temperature reaches 28° or lower 

for at least a few hours and is usu-
ally more dangerous to plants and 
seasonal vegetation.

The Florida Fire Service is rec-
ommending people remember the 
four P’s:

 ■ People – Check up on your 
neighbors, particularly those sus-
ceptible to the cold.

 ■ Pets – Bring your pets in-
doors.

 ■ Pipes – Wrap and cover them 
to protect them from the cold.

 ■ Plants – Wrap and cover them 
or bring them inside.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer with 

the Citrus County Chronicle and can be 

reached at mbates@chronicleonline.com.

Bishop retires after 35 years in education
By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

Gloria Dumas Bishop, director 
of Withlacoochee Technical Col-
lege in Inverness, is retiring this 
week after 35 years in education.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
career in education and take a lot 
of pride in the work I have done 
not only as a teacher but also as an 
administrator,” Bishop said.

As a teacher, Bishop worked 
with all levels of education at nine 
different schools across Citrus, 
Alachua and Palm Beach coun-
ties. In Citrus County, she started 
teaching in August 1988 at Le-

canto Middle School as a seventh- 
and eighth-grade math teacher.

She taught at LMS for four 
years before moving to Gaines-
ville. When she moved back to 
Citrus in 1999, she began teach-
ing eighth-grade math at Inver-
ness Middle School, as well as 
part-time teaching GED classes at 
WTC in the evenings.

“That was the first opportunity 
I had working with adults, and I 
just kind of fell in love with it,” 
Bishop said.

It was also during this time that 
she went back to school to get her 
master’s degree in education and, 
after teaching GED classes for a 

year, she decided to do her gradu-
ate internship at WTC.

“Of course, that just made me 
fall in love with WTC more,” 
Bishop said. “I learned about the 
career and technical side, as well 
as the adult education side that I 
had worked in.”

During that time finishing her 
master’s, she went from teaching 
at IMS to teaching at Citrus High 
School as a business teacher for 
three years.

Then, after finishing her mas-
ter’s, she went on to become the 
dean of students at CHS for a year 
and then assistant principal at 
Crystal River Middle School for 

six years and principal at CRMS 
for another six years.

Bishop always said through all 
of this, though, that if there was 
ever an opportunity to return to 
WTC, she would love to work 
there again.

In May 2015, the opportunity 
arose for the position of director 
at WTC and Bishop took the job. 
She has been director for eight 
years now.

With her background of a bach-
elor’s in business administration 
combined with her other degrees 
and experience in education, 
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Withlacoochee Technical College Director Gloria Dumas-Bishop will retire from her position at the Inverness-based school at the end of this week. She has 
spent the past eight years as the school’s director.

Postal Service pledges move to all-electric delivery fleet
By MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a 
major boost for President 
Joe Biden’s pledge to elim-
inate gas-powered vehicles 
from the sprawling feder-
al fleet, the Postal Service 
said Tuesday it will sharply 
increase the number of elec-
tric-powered delivery trucks 
– and will go all-electric for 
new purchases starting in 
2026.

The post office said it is 
spending nearly $10 bil-
lion to electrify its aging 
fleet, including installing a 
modern charging infrastruc-
ture at hundreds of postal 
facilities nationwide and 
purchasing at least 66,000 
electric delivery trucks in 
the next five years. The 
spending includes $3 billion 
in funding approved under a 
landmark climate and health 

policy adopted by Congress 
last year.

The White House hailed 
the announcement as a way 
to sustain reliable mail ser-
vice to Americans while 
modernizing the fleet, re-
ducing operating costs and 
clearing the air in neighbor-
hoods across the country.

“This is the Biden climate 
strategy on wheels and the 
U.S. Postal Service deliv-
ering for the American peo-
ple,’’ said White House cli-
mate adviser Ali Zaidi.

“It’s wonderful that the 
Postal Service will be at the 
forefront of the switch to 
clean electric vehicles, with 
postal workers as their am-
bassadors,’’ said John Po-
desta, a senior White House 
adviser. “It will get peo-
ple thinking, ‘if the postal 
worker is driving an EV, I 
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U.S. Postal Service electric vehicles are seen as Postmaster General of the United States 
of America Louis DeJoy announces the Postal Service will sharply increase the number 
of electric-powered delivery trucks in its fleet and will go all-electric for new purchases 
starting in 2026.
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