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Gasoline prices hit 
seven-month low

Gasoline prices in Flor-
ida are at their lowest 
levels since February, ac-
cording to the AAA auto 
club. Motorists on Mon-
day paid an average of 
$3.44 for a gallon of reg-
ular unleaded gas, down 
from $3.52 a week earlier 
and $3.68 a month earlier.

“The oil market finished 
flat last week, which 
should enable the state 
average to continue mov-
ing lower,” AAA spokes-
man Mark Jenkins said 
in a prepared statement. 
“Unless fundamentals 
shift, Florida’s average 
gas price should fall into 
the $3.30s this week.”

The average price 
reached a high of $4.89 a 
gallon on June 13, before 
starting a steady decline. 
The price Monday, how-
ever, was higher than the 
$3-a-gallon average a year 
ago. The state’s most-ex-
pensive gas Monday was 
in the West Palm Beach, 
Tallahassee and Naples 
markets. The cheapest 
gas was in the Fort Wal-
ton Beach, Pensacola and 
Panama City markets, ac-
cording to AAA.

Update your 
signature for the 
November General 
Election

It’s time to update your 
signature for the Nov. 8 
General Election. The 
Supervisor of Elections 
uses signatures for voting 
purposes and for verifying 
vote-by-mail ballots. It is 
important that the signa-
ture on the voter certificate 
matches the signature on 
file in your voter record.

To ensure the office has 
the most current signature 
on file, you can update 
your signature by com-
pleting a voter registra-
tion application.

You may obtain a voter 
registration application 
from the Supervisor of 
Elections office, any Cit-
rus County library or gov-
ernment building. Also, 
our office will mail a voter 
registration application to 
you upon request, or you 
can print one from the 
website at votecitrus.gov.

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office is located at 
1500 N. Meadowcrest 
Blvd., Crystal River.
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State gives LifeStream $2M for Baker Act facility
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Efforts to build a Bak-
er Act facility in Citrus 
County bore some fruit last 
week when Florida award-
ed LifeStream Behavioral 
Center a $2 million grant to 

help in its construction.
“It’s a great kick start,” 

said LifeStream CEO 
Jon Cherry of the grant 
and getting the proposed 
30,000 square feet facility 
built.

While the grant puts 
LifeStream, and by exten-

sion Citrus County, closer 
to having its own facility 
to evaluate area residents 
suffering mental health 
crises, there is still a long 
way to go and significant 
political hurdles to over-
come.

That’s because the pro-

posed 60-bed facility is get-
ting more expensive as time 
goes on and county entities 
with deep enough financial 
pockets to help with the 
project are digging in their 
heels, demanding guaran-
tees in return.

Currently, Baker Act 

clients are transported 
by sheriff’s deputies to 
LifeStream’s Leesburg fa-
cility in Lake County.

This is where Cherry is 
now and where he needs to 
be to get the facility built.

Cherry estimates that with 
recent inflation, a new Bak-

er Act facility would cost 
about $12 million.

What Cherry has thus far 
is a $2 million commitment 
from Hernando County, 
which also wants a closer 
facility.

‘Amazing, determined’ girl makes 
strides in recovery after vehicle crash
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Nyomie Ortiz can just re-
member what she felt the 
evening of New Year’s Day, 
2022, when a vehicle struck 
her on a bicycle ride home 
in Sugarmill Woods.

“I did feel a lot of pain 
when I got hit – so much,” 
the 12-year-old said. “I felt 
like I broke something, and 
I did; it really hurt, it hurt so 
bad.”

Nyomie’s initial prognosis 
was complete dependen-
cy, but her recovery efforts 
over nine months regained 
her independence, and she 
owes it to a loving house-
hold, supportive neighbors 
and a dedicated team from a 
local physical-rehabilitation 
facility.

“I feel like I can do this; 
I feel great, amazing,” Ny-
omie said after her Sept. 8 
therapy session at Bravera 
Health Seven Rivers Outpa-
tient Rehab in Crystal River. 
“I don’t know how to de-
scribe it but they’ve got my 
back, like you can do this 
girl because I do got this.”

Nyomie was cycling 
west in the eastbound lane 

of West Oak Park Boule-
vard, near Cactus Street, 
at around 6:15 p.m. Jan. 1, 
when she merged into the 
westbound lane and was 
rear ended by a car, which 
came to a stop, according 
to Florida Highway Patrol 
(FHP).

First responders airlifted 
Nyomie, who was thrown 
from her bike, to St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital in Tampa. 
Nyomie’s mom and dad, 
Norma and Angel Ortiz, 
heard the nearby sirens 
and helicopter behind their 
house, but didn’t know they 
were for their daughter.

“I had a feeling; she 
wasn’t home. ... We had 
called her to come home 
before sunset. ... It should 
have been like a 10-minute 
bicycle ride,” Norma Ortiz 
said. “My husband was al-
ready out looking for her.”

A Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy went to the 
Ortiz home roughly 45 min-
utes after the collision to 
ask Norma Ortiz if her fam-
ily and its neighbors were 
searching for a little girl.

“And that’s how they 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Under the watchful eyes of physical therapist Susan Johnston, left, and occupational therapist Mae Recta, right, Nyomie Ortiz, 12, 
uses a weighted bar to improve hand-eye coordination and upper-body strength Thursday, Sept 8, as she bats a balloon back and 
forth to her therapists. The pre-teen works on her rehabilitation at Bravera Health Seven Rivers Outpatient Rehabilitation in Crystal 
River. The exercise ball she sits on also is part of her therapy as it helps to improve her balance and core strength.

Nyomie Ortiz has worked for months to recover from a traumatic 
brain injury she suffered in January. The youngster concentrates 
during a rehabilitation session Thursday, Sept. 8, at Bravera 
Health Seven Rivers Outpatient Rehabilitation in Crystal River.

Massullo 
continues 
funding 
fight to 
clean up 
river
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Backers of the Homo-
sassa River restoration 
project were hoping the 
second chance at funding 

would be 
the charm.

But it 
didn’t turn 
out that 
way.

A f t e r 
Gov. Ron 
DeSant i s 
in June cut 

the asked-for $10 million 
project funding from the 
state budget, Florida Rep. 
Ralph Massullo tried 
again, this time paring 
the request down to $4 
million in hopes it would 
be more palatable to state 
officials.

Still no go.
Massullo said he be-

lieves the project is worth-
while which is why he’s 
seeking another avenue of 
funding. The Springs and 
Watershed Restoration 
Program fund has $50 
million and he’s contact-
ed officials there hoping 
to get some money.

The Homosassa River 
restoration project is a 
nonprofit, volunteer or-
ganization working to re-
store the river and springs 
ecosystem by reestab-
lishing the aquatic grass 
system and returning the 
river to its former quality.

The river is facing a 90 
percent loss of native veg-
etation and invasion by 
Lyngbya algae. And so 
our organization’s goal is 
to remove the Lyngbya 
and replace that lost veg-
etation. Achieving this 

goal will 
also sub-
stantially 
i n c r e a s e 
both water 
clarity and 
quality.

C i t r u s 
C o u n t y 
C h a m b e r 

of Commerce President/
CEO Josh Wooten called 
it “disappointing” the 
clean-up project didn’t 
make the cut a second 
time.

“It had all the ingredients 
that merit continued fund-
ing, proven concept, ongo-
ing project, public private 
partnership, important to 
the environment and our 
water quality.

The chamber, he said, 
“will continue to push this 
project and others around 
the county when we meet 
with our legislative dele-
gation and the Florida De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection. We need to 
get this done.”

Michael D. Bates is a staff 

writer with the Citrus County 

Chronicle and can be reached 

at mbates@chronicleonline.
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County to rank administrator candidates

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Tobey Phillips has made 
the cut for potential county 
administrator.

Georgia-based Slavin 
Management Consultants, 
the headhunter hired by the 
county to vet applicants, 
recommended Phillips and 
six others to be interviewed 
by county commissioners.

Others include:
 ■ James Drumm: town-

ship manager for Manheim 
Township in Pennsylvania 

(2021-22)
 ■ Stanley Hawthorne: 

town manager for Bloom-
field, Connecticut (2021 to 
present)

 ■ Steve Howard: county 
administrator in Camden 
County, Georgia (August 
2007 to present)

 ■ Rick Rudometkin: dep-
uty city manager for the city 
of Huntsville, Texas (March 
2021 to present).

 ■ Leonard Sossamon: 
interim city manager in 
Woodbury, New Jersey 
(2021 to present) He was 
also the county adminis-
trator in Hernando County 
from 2012-2019)

 ■ Larry Jones: County 

administrator for Walton 
County, Florida (August 

2013 to April 
2022)

After re-
viewing all 
26 appli-
cants, Slavin 
determined 
they are the 
most qual-
ified to re-

place retiring Randy Oliver.
“We are confident that 

this group includes some 
excellent prospects for the 
BOCC’s consideration,” 
according to Robert Slavin, 
owner of the consulting 
company.

Phillips is a familiar face 

to Citrus Countians.
She was Citrus County 

Community Services Di-
rector from 2015-19 and the 
county’s public information 
officer from 2013-15. She 
was also executive assistant 
to the commissioners from 
2012-13.

As head of community 
services, Phillips was re-
sponsible for several county 
divisions, including animal 
services, veterans services, 
senior programs, parks and 
recreation, and transit.

Her father was Craig 
Hunter. Citrus County’s first 
county administrator.

County Commissioners on 
Tuesday will consider these 

people to interview for 
the administrator position. 
Based on their decision, 
one-on-one interviews will 
occur on Sept. 26. With the 
candidate selection on Sept. 
27.

County commissioners 
will meet at 1 p.m. Tuesday 
at the Citrus County Court-
house, 110 N. Apopka Ave., 
Inverness.

Commission meetings are 
now found on a new on-
line access portal at www. 
c i t r u s c l e r k . o r g / 7 2 8 /
BOCC-Meeting-Portal.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.

Candidate selection 

set for Sept. 27
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