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COVID-19: Vaccines roll out for youngest kids / A9

Supervisor  
of Elections  
to be at library

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office is holding 
an outreach event at the 
Lakes Region Library on 
June 23 from 9–11 a.m. 
located at 1511 Druid 
Road, Inverness.

This is a convenient 
way to register to vote, 
make changes to voter re-
cords, update signatures 
or request a vote-by-mail 
ballot. Information to 
apply for election work-
er positions will also be 
available.

Anyone interested in 
having the elections of-
fice staff at an organiza-
tion or business, contact 
Supervisor Maureen 
Baird.

To learn more, visit vo-
tecitrus.gov, email vote@
votecitrus.gov or call the 
office at 352-564-7120.

New Tax Collector’s 
Office self-serve 
kiosk available

Skip the line at the Tax 
Collector’s Office and re-
new vehicle registrations 
at the self-service kiosk 
located inside the Shop-
pes of Citrus Hill Publix.

Using this touch screen 
technology, the kiosk al-
lows pay by credit card 
to receive vehicle regis-
trations and decals in less 
than two minutes.

Simply enter a registra-
tion renewal notice PIN 
or license plate number 
and the date of birth of 
the first registered own-
er, pay fees via credit or 
debit card and the regis-
tration form and license 
plate decal prints imme-
diately.

An additional 2.3 per-
cent third-party fee ap-
plies when using a credit 
or debit card, plus a $3.95 
kiosk fee.

Registration renew-
als can be renewed at a 
self-service kiosk only 
if the registration has no 
stops or holds and does not 
require a new license plate 
to be issued. If current in-
surance is not on file this 
will also deter renewing at 
the kiosk as well.

For more information, 
visit citrustc.us. The Tax 
Collector’s Office does 
not retain any portion of 
the third-party fees.

Meals on Wheels 
Program needs 
volunteer drivers

Citrus County’s Meals 
on Wheels Program pro-
vides meals for home-
bound seniors here in Cit-
rus County, but they need 
volunteer drivers.

Citrus County Senior 
Services is seeking vol-
unteers to deliver meals 
to seniors throughout 
Citrus County around the 
lunchtime hours, Monday 
through Friday.

They ask that volunteers 
be willing to give at least 
two hours of their time, 
one day a week, to deliv-
er meals to seniors. Each 
meal route consists of 10-
20 stops, taking one to 
two hours to complete.

For more information, 
call:

Homosassa /Crys t a l 
River Area – West Citrus 
Community Center: 352-
795-3831

Inverness/Floral City 
Area – East Citrus Com-
munity Center: 352-344-
9666

Hernando/Inverness 
Area – Hernando Area 
Senior Program: 352-
566-2328

Beverly Hills/Lecanto/
Citrus Springs area – 
Central Citrus Communi-
ty Center: 352-527-5942
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IN BRIEF

Gas prices finally head back down
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Finally some good news 
on the gas price front.

For the first time in nine 
weeks, the average price de-
clined 7 cents after reaching 
an all-time high of $4.89 per 
gallon. And it doesn’t look 
now like it will reach the 
dreaded $5 per gallon price 
point.

Florida gas prices aver-
aged $4.82 per gallon on 
Sunday, according to AAA 
– The Auto Club Group.

But will it continue to 

go down?
“I’m hopeful the trend 

may continue this week, es-
pecially as concerns appear 
to be mounting that we may 
be on the cusp of an eco-
nomic slowdown, putting 
downward pressure on oil,” 
said Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis at 
GasBuddy.

“But the coast isn’t yet 
entirely clear,” De Haan 
cautioned. “We could see 
the national average fall an-
other 15 to 30 cents, if we’re 
lucky, by the time fireworks 
are flying, barring any unex-

pected shutdowns at a time 
when the market is extreme-
ly sensitive to such.”

The state average declined 
7 cents last week, after 
reaching an all-time high of 
$4.89 per gallon.

AAA spokesman Mark 
Jenkins expanded on the 
latest news.

“Gas prices are follow-
ing oil and gasoline futures 
prices, which suffered sig-
nificant losses last week,” he 
said. “The losses are being 
tied to last week’s rate hike 
from the Federal Reserve 
bank, sparking fears of a 

possible recession – which 
could lower fuel demand.”

Jenkins said prices also 
faced resistance on reports 
that the Biden administra-
tion is considering possible 
limits on petroleum exports, 
in an attempt to strengthen 
domestic supply.

“Petroleum exports have 
accelerated in recent weeks, 
as countries compete for 
fuel in what has become 
an extremely tight fuel 
market,” he said. “The in-
creased competition for fuel 
has contributed to rising 
prices.”

Motorists in Citrus Coun-
ty can find prices below the 
state average if they don’t 
mind comparison shopping.

A check with GasBuddy 
Monday morning showed 
some of the lowest gas pric-
es in Citrus County are in 
the Inverness area. Circle 
K and Shell along U.S. 41 
north were selling unleaded 
at $4.67.

For the latest prices, visit 
www.gasbuddy.com

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com

Dunnellon man follows that dream

By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Elvis Aaron Presley is es-
timated to have sold a bil-
lion records worldwide.

The musician and singer 
still sells about one million 
records annually, 45 years 
after his death in 1977. He’s 
earned 171 gold, 94 plati-
num, and 34 multi-platinum 
discs for his albums and sin-
gles as of 2018, according to 
the Recording Industry Asso-
ciation of America (RIAA).

Not bad for a kid born in 
Tupelo, Mississippi, who 

grew up in a two-room 
house his handyman father 
built for his family.

Almost 20 years after El-
vis’ death, Cote Deonath 

was a hyperactive 2-year-
old dropped off at his 
grandmother’s home. At 
her wit’s end to keep him 
occupied she played a vid-

eo tape of the film “Follow 
that Dream.”

“I wouldn’t sit still for 
anything ... but I sat still 
for one and a half hours (to 
watch the movie),” Deon-
ath told the Chronicle.

The next day she played 
a recording of “Aloha from 
Hawaii,” a 1973 Presley 
concert broadcast via sat-
ellite, with the same result. 
She played the tapes hour 
after hour and soon he was 
mimicking the singer who 
had become one of the big-
gest cultural icons of the 
20th century.

Two years later, when he 
was 4, he performed as El-
vis at Dunnellon Christian 
Academy.

Photos by 49th Place Productions

Cote Deonath, an Elvis Tribute Artist, also owns 49th Place Productions, which will host the Elvis the Summer Festival running 
from Wednesday, June 22, to Sunday, June 26, in at the Citrus County Fairgrounds in Inverness. The 25-year-old Deonath grew up 
Dunnellon.

Elvis Festival  

kicks off Wednesday 

in Inverness

Riley Jenkins will be one of the youngest performers June 22 
to June 26 at the Elvis Summer Festival at the Citrus County 
Fairgrounds.

Former 
police 
chief pens 
second 
book
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

All cops have stories to 
tell.

Some, like Jim Farley, 
write their stories in a 
book.

Farley’s newest book, 
“American Cop: Lessons 
from the Street,” starts 
out with a story about an 
attempted jailbreak.

Farley was a young ser-
geant on the Fort Lauder-
dale Police Department at 
the time, in his late 20s.

“The jail was in the 
same building as the po-
lice station, and three 
hardcore armed robbers 
were being brought in,” 
he said.

“Two officers took the 
worst one into a holding 
cell to do a strip search. 
They told the guy to take 
his clothes off, and as 
he bent down, the guy 
reached into his waist-
band and pulled out a 
gun,” Farley said. “The 
officers tried to go for the 
gun, but he fired it, and 
the bullet went through 
the hand of one police 
officer and into the abdo-
men of the other officer.”

Farley was off-duty at 
the time, and when his 
wife heard the report 
about what was in-prog-
ress at the jail on the TV, 
Farley immediately head-
ed to the station.

Before he got there, the 
guy with the gun demand-
ed a car and then was 
about to take the officers 
he shot as hostages.

The least-injured officer 
told the guy just to take 
him, that the other officer, 
who was semi-conscious 
from his injuries, would 
slow him down.

As the guy and his hos-
tage headed down two 
flights of stairs to the 
awaiting car, which had 
all its fuel drained out so 
it wouldn’t even make 
it out of the parking lot, 
they were at the first stair-
well landing when there 
was a noise above them.

“The bad guy looked up 
– and got hit with a .357 
round and a shotgun slug, 
which ended that particu-
lar incident,” Farley said. 
“I got there right after the 
shooting.”

Farley said that’s the 
first story in his book, one 
of many true stories of his 
three decades in law en-
forcement.

It’s part memoir and 
part advice for people just 
starting out in their law 
enforcement careers.

Man accused of trafficking takes plea for 7 years
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

As potential jurors for his 
u p c o m i n g 
trial wait-
ed outside 
court, a Ho-
mosassa man 
chose prison 
as a resolu-
tion for hav-
ing roughly 
an ounce and 

a half of methamphetamine.
Brian Thomas Friske, 

61, pleaded no contest the 
morning of Monday, June 
20, to trafficking in between 
28 and 200 grams of meth, 
accepting an offer from the 
State Attorney’s Office to 
serve every day of seven 
years behind bars as a min-
imum-mandatory sentence 
for his crime.

Friske announced his new 
plea right before his jury 
was going to be picked, and 
after Citrus County Circuit 
Court Judge Richard How-
ard rejected Friske’s mo-

tions for a furlough and a 
new lawyer.

Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies arrested 
Friske July 23, 2020, af-
ter finding 44.4 grams of 
bagged meth in his pants 
during a traffic stop in Le-
canto. Friske was the pas-
senger in a vehicle pulled 
over for speeding.

Friske wrote a letter for 
Howard and Assistant State 
Attorney Tara Hartman to 
read Monday on the verge 
of his trial.

James Dozier, Friske’s 
lawyer, told Howard his 
client’s letter, which wasn’t 
filed in court, indicated 
Friske wanted to resolve his 
meth-trafficking case short 
of trial.

Friske, who was in custo-
dy on Monday, also asked 
Howard in his letter for a 
furlough so he can gather 
evidence he believes would 
be helpful for prosecutors, 
Dozier said.
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