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Legislative delegation 
meeting set for Jan. 9

Rep. Ralph Massullo, chair-
man of the Citrus County 
Legislative Delegation, an-
nounces the annual Legisla-
tive Delegation 
public meeting 
will be from 1 
to 4 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 9, 
at the County 
Commission-
er’s Chamber 
(Room 100), 
located in the Citrus County 
Court House, 110 N. Apopka 
Ave., in Inverness.

The annual public meeting is 
held to receive testimony from 
concerned citizens, elected of-
ficials and state and local orga-
nizations. Decisions regarding 
local legislation for the 2023 
Legislative Session will be 
made at this time. All proposals 
for local bills will be presented 
at the hearing and accompa-
nied by a resolution from the 
local government supporting 
the proposed legislation.

This information must be 
submitted to Rep. Massullo’s 
office, 106 E. Dampier St., In-
verness, FL 34450 on or before 
noon today.

If you would like to be placed 
on the printed agenda, please 
contact Rep. Massullo’s office 
at adele.hembree@myflorida 
house.gov or at 352-560-6075 
on or before noon Tuesday, 
Jan. 3. You may also complete 
a Speaker’s Form on the day 
of the meeting and you will be 
afforded time to speak in the 
order in which it was received. 
Please bring or submit four (2) 
copies of all handouts to the 
meeting for distribution.

For more information regard-
ing this meeting, contact Adele 
Hembree by email or call 352-
560- 6075.

Ginger West Fund
The Chronicle is continuing 

to collect funds to help the 
family of Ginger West pay off 
the mortgage of her home so 
her disabled granddaughter can 
remain in the home and be tak-
en care off, which was West’s 
final wish.

Ginger died 
Dec. 18.

Please make 
checks payable 
to the “Ginger 
West Fund” and 
bring in or mail 
to the Chron-
icle: 1624 N. 
Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal 
River, FL 34429.

Chronicle office hours are 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, closed Dec. 26 
and Jan. 2 for Christmas and 
New Year’s Day.

Academy of 
Environmental  
Science needs 
donations

The Academy of Environ-
mental Science is asking for 
community support as the 
school is in danger of having 
to close next school year.

Due to unexpected structur-
al repair costs to the building, 
the school’s reserve budget has 
been drained and they will be 
unable to complete all the nec-
essary repairs and renovations 
needed to keep the school open 
for students.

Being a nonprofit, tui-
tion-free public charter school, 
AES relies heavily on commu-
nity support and donations to 
remain in operation each year.

The school needs to raise 
$350,000 by Jan. 31 to meet 
construction deadlines or else 
it will not be able to open next 
school year.

Those who wish to donate, 
donations can be made by 
cash, check or online at citrus 
schools.revtrak.net/academy 
-of-environmental-science/
aes-donation.

For more about AES, go to 
aes.citrusschools.org or call 
principal Ernest Hopper at 
352-795-8793.
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Ross, Ulta, Five Below, Petsmart 
commit to new Lecanto plaza
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Get ready for even more stores 
at what is fast becoming the com-
mercial hub of Citrus County.

Ross Dress for Less will anchor 
the new Corta Commons at Cen-
tral Ridge Plaza, to be built in the 
open grass area fronting County 
Road 491 in front of Walmart.

Other tenants will include 
Ulta Beauty, Five Below, and 
Petsmart. The county has per-
mits in hand from all tenants. 
Old Navy had expressed interest 
in joining the others but backed 
out.

Corta Commons at Central 
Ridge Plaza will be just north 

of the new Culver’s and occupy 
the southwest corner of Coun-
ty Roads 491 and 486. The 
Target-anchored Shoppes at 
Black Diamond will be on the  

northwest side.
Another fast-food restaurant 

has signed on to be located near 
the County Road 491-486 inter-
section: Arby’s.

The county clerk’s office 
shows an outparcel in front 
of the Walmart along County 
Road 491, by Culver’s, sold for 
$840,000. Gulf to Lakes Real 
Estate Inc. sold the property to 
MRHG Parrish LLC.

The Chronicle contacted Joe 
Cappuccilli, with Gulf to Lakes, 
who confirmed the transaction.

Cappuccilli calls it the domino 
effect: when a handful of retail-
ers start congregating around 
a certain spot, others follow, 
hoping to take advantage of the  

increased customer traffic.
“They recognize (the coun-

ty) has been underserved for so 
long,” he said. “It kind of puts us 
on the map.”

Several reasons have been cit-
ed for the retail growth spurt at 
that corner. It’s in the center of 
the county, so it’s within easy 
driving distance from Inverness, 
Crystal River, Beverly Hills, Ho-
mosassa – even Dunnellon.

Also, the Suncoast Parkway 
will have an interchange on 
County Road 486, almost near 
the doorstep of the new stores.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer with 

the Citrus County Chronicle and can be 

reached at mbates@chronicleonline.

com.

Five Below will be one of the tenants 
at the new Corta Commons Central 
Ridge Plaza. It is a specialty discount 
store aimed at tweens and teens that 
sells products primarily from $1 to $5.

Inverness new downtown hotel project 
victim of labor and supply problems
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Four months behind schedule 
and 15 percent over his anticipat-
ed budget in building Inverness’ 
new downtown extended-stay ho-
tel, hotelier Dr. Paresh Desai said 
the Springwood Suites hotel will 
open by Jan. 15. A few minutes 
later he said, “Maybe by the end 
of January.”

“Hope is the main thing,” De-
sai said, walking through the 
three-story unfinished hotel on 
Seminole Avenue.

“I have no regrets (about the 
project),” he said, stepping on 
thick brown paper on the floors to 
protect new rugs. “I have worked 
hard for this.”

“I have ... done more than 10  

hotel projects and this has been 
the most difficult,” he said.

The plan was to be operational 
and renting the hotel’s 72 suites 
well before the holidays and In-
verness’ fall festivities. The plan 
was also to have most of the long-
term suites rented to doctors’ par-
ticipating in HCA Florida Citrus 
Hospital residency program, trav-
eling nurses, and other visitors to 
Inverness’ medical facilities.

But that was not to be, Desai 
lamented.

The delays and cost overruns 
were almost inevitable given the 
lack of this area’s skilled construc-
tion labor force and supply chain 
problems that continue to deeply 
plague the industry, Desai said.

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

FL Concrete and Masonry worker Zackery Robbins carries a form board Wednesday, Dec. 28, on the construction site of the new Woodspring Suites in downtown 
Inverness. Dr. Paresh Desai is having the extended-stay accommodations built.

Dr. Paresh Desai, right, and project superintendent Randy Smith of D.I. Con-
struction from Dawsonville, Georgia, discuss construction on the new Wood-
spring Suites in Inverness.

Chili’s, bank plaza sells for 
$5.37M – before it even opens
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

The new Chili’s and Capital City 
Bank in Inverness haven’t even 
opened yet and the property they 
sit on has already been sold for 
millions.

Both tenants make up Corta 
Commons, the plaza soon to debut 
at 800 W. Main St., by State Road 
44 and U.S. 41.

Marcus & Millichap, a Califor-
nia-based real estate brokerage 
firm, announced Tuesday the sale 
of the 7,637-square-foot proper-
ty. Corta Inverness LLC sold it 
to California-based Balco Realty 
LLC, which now owns the en-
tire property, including the two  

tenants, which now have long-
term leases.

Corta bought the property in 
June 2021 for $2 million, accord-
ing to county clerk records. At first 
blush, selling it may seem strange 
after the company shelled out that 
much money.

Until, that is, you find out the 
selling price was $5.37 million. 
Corta gets the money, minus con-
struction costs.

It’s that kind of return on in-
vestment that drives such deals 
on many commercial transactions 
and the formula is simple: buy the 
property at a lower price, look for 
investors to front the money, seek 

How the House elects a speaker
By FARNOUSH AMIRI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Kevin Mc-
Carthy is set to face a case of 
deja vu come Tuesday. The po-
litical future of the 57-year-old 
will once again be at stake as 
Republican lawmakers decide if 
he should be elected as House 
speaker.

It’s a journey the California 
lawmaker took once before in 
2015, fruitlessly, facing the same 
opposition from the right flank 
of the party he is expected to 
meet this week. His first speaker-
ship run came when then-House 
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, 
resigned after an internal party 
battle with members of the ultra- 

conservative House Freedom 
Caucus.

More than seven years later, he 
is the party’s nominee for speak-
er after leading the Republican 
Party to a slim majority in the 
November midterm elections. He 
secured the support of most of 
the conference during a closed-
door leadership vote shortly after 
and overcame a challenge from 
Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Ariz.

While McCarthy is as of now 
facing no serious Republican 
challenger for the constitutional-
ly mandated office, which would 
make him second in line to the 
presidency, his ascension to 
speaker is an open question. 
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