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Tennis: Citrus boys win regional, headed to state / B1

Study to consider 
traffic signal at 
S.R. 44, Gospel 
Island Road

The Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(FDOT) will conduct a 
study to see if a traffic 
signal is warranted at 
State Road 44 and Gospel 
Island Road.

After the study is done, 
FDOT will work on de-
sign, funding and instal-
lation.

“It usually takes four 
to six weeks to investi-
gate alternative designs 
and there is quite a bit of 
designing and cost esti-
mates,” Robert Esposito, 
executive director of the 
Hernando-Citrus Metro-
politan Planning Organi-
zation, said in an email.

“The good news is, once 
this is done, we are ready 
to move quickly towards 
construction,” Esposito 
said.

Landfill disposal 
program drop-off 
day scheduled

Citrus County Landfill’s 
Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) Disposal 
Program offers an addi-
tional drop-off day each 
quarter. The next quarter-
ly HHW drop-off day will 
be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on April 30 at the Citrus 
County Landfill, 230 W. 
Gulf to Lake Highway, 
Lecanto.

As a reminder, residents 
who can use the regular 
HHW program on Tues-
day, Thursday, and Friday 
of each week are encour-
aged to do so. 

Assessed households 
may bring up to 10 gal-
lons, or 60 pounds, of 
household hazardous 
waste for proper disposal 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays or on quar-
terly Saturday drop-off 
days for no additional 
charge.

For more informa-
tion, call 352-527-7670 
or visit citrusbocc.com/ 
departments/public_works/ 
solid_waste_management.
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IN BRIEF Parkway trail could open by end of April

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

The Suncoast Parkway 
Trail is tentatively set to 

officially open at the end of 
this month.

The 13-mile paved trail 
allows folks to bike or walk 
from State Road 44 in Cit-
rus County to U.S. 98 in 
Hernando County.

The adventurous could 
take it all the way south 
through Pasco and Hillsbor-

ough counties, where it be-
comes the Veterans Parkway. 
The total length is 68 miles 
and its southern terminus is 
State Road 60 in Tampa.

There is a pedestrian over-
pass at U.S. 98.

Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) 
spokeswoman Ange-

la Starke said that target 
date could change “due to 
weather or other unforeseen 
circumstances.”

The trail, which runs par-
allel to the toll road, is one 
of the longest uninterrupted 
paths in Florida.

The Suncoast Trail from 
U.S. 98 to State Road 44 is 

part of the Florida Green-
ways and Trails System. As 
such, it provides for conser-
vation of native habitats and 
species in addition to out-
door recreation.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com

Paved trail runs 
parallel to the 
Suncoast 

Alexander commands an army of volunteers

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Doug Alexander knows 
how to get things done.

At 66, the former U.S. 
Army Military Police with 
the 82nd Airborne Corps, 
retired Citrus County Sher-
iff’s Office deputy, church 
pastor and bishop, com-
mands an army of volun-
teers with compassion and 
grace, believing that there’s 
no greater joy than serving 
others.

On Wednesday, April 27, 
Alexander is being induct-
ed into the Florida Veterans 
Hall of Fame in Tallahassee, 
which, since 2013, honors 
military veterans who have 
made a significant contribu-
tion to the state of Florida 
through their civic, business 
and/or public services.

In his nomination of Al-
exander for this honor, re-
tired Col. Curt Ebitz called 
him “a devoted man of faith 
and of his community,” with 
a “passion for helping the 
poor, the hungry and the 
broken,” also an “advocate 
for his fellow veterans ... 
giving them purposeful di-
rection through his personal 
example of seeking out vet-
erans in need.”

Ebitz continued with his 
assessment of Alexander 
and his “selfless and inde-
fatigable efforts” in caring 

for the community by say-
ing, “A man of the people 
and a champion of his com-
munity, Pastor Alexander’s 
decades of devoted spiritual 
leadership, faithful support 
of his fellow veterans and 
selfless dedication to our 
country, the state of Flori-
da and his beloved Citrus 
County community exem-
plify the credo of ‘service 
above self’ and merit favor-
able selection for the Flori-
da Veterans Hall of Fame.”

Alexander’s daughter, Ti-

arra Alexander, said on be-
half of the family, “We’re 
so happy for him ... Citrus 
County has always honored 
my dad for the things he 
does, but for him to get this 
recognition on this level is 
pretty amazing, and we’re 
so proud of him.

“He doesn’t do things for 
recognition or accolades,” 
she said. “He just does what 
he feels is right.”

Alexander comes from 
a long line of communi-
ty-minded people with deep 

roots in Citrus County.
Back in the late 1800s, 

Clyde Alexander Sr. came to 
Citrus County from Doug-
las, Georgia. The Alexander 
clan migrated to the tight-
knit community of Hernan-
do near the intersection of 
County Road 486 and U.S. 
41 where Alexander and his 
15 siblings grew up.

“I graduated from Citrus 
High School in 1975 and 
instead of going right into 
the Army, I joined the 351st 
Military Police Company in 

Ocala, and then I went ac-
tive duty,” Alexander said 
from his church, the New 
Church Without Walls in 
Lecanto. “I went into the 
military because I was 
heading down the wrong 
path and I knew I needed to 
get out of here to stay out of 
trouble.

“So, I joined the military 
and I loved it,” he said. “It 
was the best thing for me.”

His main job was Military 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

New Church Without Walls pastor the Rev. Doug Alexander, a retired 82nd Airborne veteran, will be inducted into the Florida Veterans 
Hall of Fame in Tallahassee, April 27. Above, Alexander salutes a fellow vet during a food giveaway Wednesday, April 20, in Inverness. 
His induction into the hall is centered around his long-time community service in Citrus County.

Veteran, pastor  
and former deputy 
being inducted into 
the Florida Veterans 
Hall of Fame

State passes congressional map 
over Black lawmaker protest
By BRENDAN FARRINGTON
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — 
Florida’s Legislature ap-
proved a congressional map 
Thursday pushed by Repub-
lican Gov. Ron DeSantis 
over the strong objections 
of Black and Democratic 
lawmakers who say it will 
diminish the state’s Black 
representation in the U.S. 
House and benefit Repub-
licans.

Democratic lawmakers 
chanted and shouted as the 
final vote tally was taken in 
the Florida House during a 
raucous end to a three-day 
special session. There was a 
brief delay in which Black 
lawmakers staged a sit-in on 
the chamber floor, prayed 
and sang “We Shall Over-
come.” The measure passed 
68-38 along party lines.

The protest began as de-
bate on the bill was wrap-
ping up. Rep. Angie Nixon 
marched down the center 
aisle of the chamber, shout-
ing, “When Black votes 
are under attack, what do 
we do? Stand up and fight 
back.”

DeSantis took the unusu-
al step of vetoing the map 
drawn by the Legislature 
earlier this year and pro-
posing his own, calling law-
makers back into the special 
session to approve it. Dem-

ocrats say the map strongly 
favors the GOP and disman-
tles two traditionally Black 
districts.

“What we see today is an 
overreach, and it’s some-
thing we see as unaccept-
able,” Democratic Rep. Ka-
mia Brown, who chairs the 
Legislative Black Caucus, 
told reporters after the ses-
sion adjourned. “Today was 
one thing we could not just 
take and stand. … We’re 
sick and tired of being sick 
and tired.”

Black Floridians currently 
hold five seats in the state’s 
27-member U.S. House 
delegation, including one 
Republican from an over-
whelmingly white and Re-

publican district.
DeSantis argued that the 

previous map – which kept 
the districts of Black rep-
resentatives largely intact 
– represented racial “gerry-
mandering.” He singled out 
one that spanned northern 
Florida, saying it violated 
standards requiring districts 
to be kept compact.

The governor’s office 
drew up a map it described 
as neutral on race and party 
affiliation, and which it said 
abided by both the state and 
federal constitutions. But 
even supporters have ac-
knowledged that it is likely 
to draw legal challenges.

Phil Sears / AP

Rep. Angie Nixon, D-Jacksonville breaks up a debate on Senate 
Bill 2-C: Establishing the Congressional Districts of the State in 
the House of Representatives Thursday at the Capitol in Tallahas-
see. The session was halted on the protest.

State approves another manatee 
protection zone on Homosassa River
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) has 
approved an ordinance es-
tablishing a local manatee 
protection zone on part of 
the Homosassa River.

It creates a year-round 
slow speed zone between 
Monkey Inland and mark-
er 7. There is already an 
established zone on either 
side of the new area.

“This is one more step 
forward in efforts to re-

store, protect and insure 
that future generations will 
enjoy this outstanding wa-
terway,” said Frank Kapoc-
si, president of the Homo-
sassa River Alliance “We 
still have a lot of work to 
be done, but with everyone 
supporting these efforts, 
the future of our river is 
looking better than ever.”

County commissioners in 
January voted unanimously 
to direct staff to draft the 
ordinance and send it to 
FWC for review. The area 
has shown an increase in 
manatees and boaters.

Sue Pagano, with the Ho-
mosassa River Champions, 
said in an email the new 
zone was made possible by 
the diligence and profes-
sional work of the county 
staff.

“This is an example of 
civic-community coopera-
tion at its best,” she said.

From April 1 through 
Nov. 15, seasonal manatee 
zones require boaters to 
slow down in certain areas 
to prevent manatees from 
being injured or killed by 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The state approved an ordinance that addresses boating regulatory zones for the protection of 
manatees on the Homosassa River.
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