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FHP: Woman, 50, 
struck by truck, 
killed along 200

An early-morning colli-
sion that killed a 50-year-
old Hernando woman 
Saturday, April  16, shut 
down the north- and 
southbound lanes of 
State Road 200 for sev-
eral hours, according to 
a Florida Highway Patrol 
report.

A 33-year-old Oca-
la man was driving a 
Chevrolet pickup truck 
at 6:25 a.m. southbound 
on S.R. 200, north of 
East Wagon Trail, when 
the driver came upon the 
woman walking in the 
roadway, the FHP report 
stated.

Despite attempting to 
avoid a collision, the FHP 
report stated, the driver of 
the truck struck her. The 
woman was pronounced 
dead at the scene of the 
crash. The driver of the 
truck was not injured.

Boat launch 
passes available 
for purchase now

As of Jan. 1, boat launch 
fees took effect at these 
county-maintained boat 
ramps: Fort Island Gulf 
Beach, Fort Island Trail 
Park, Hernando Beach, 
and MacRae’s. No other 
county boat ramps cur-
rently require launch fees. 
The fees collected will be 
used to maintain and im-
prove Citrus County boat 
ramps.

Customers will have the 
option to pay the fees by 
downloading the Premi-
um Parking app, using a 
QR code located at the 
ramps or contacting the 
customer service pay-
ment line at 844-236-
2011. 

Choose to pay the dai-
ly launch fee or register 
for the resident or non-
resident annual passes di-
rectly through the Premi-
um Parking website.

To purchase a pass, visit 
the Premium Parking web-
site at premiumparking
.com/city/citrus-county
or call 844-236-2011 and 
dial “0” to speak to a rep-
resentative. 

For any issues acquiring 
a pass, contact Parks and 
Recreation at 352-527-
7540.

Code Review 
board seeking 
new members

The Citrus County 
Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) is 
seeking applications for 
the Code Review and 
Appeals Board (CRAB). 
They are seeking four 
qualifi ed regular mem-
bers and one alternate 
position to fi ll four-year 
terms that will expire on 
Jan. 31, 2026.

This board meets as 
needed. 

It reviews any local-
ly proposed technical 
amendments to building 
standards or regulations 
and makes recommenda-
tions to the BOCC. 

It also hears appeals of 
code interpretations and 
makes decisions on vari-
ations and modifi cations 
concerning technical 
codes and standards.

Applications can be 
accessed online at: 
citrusbocc.com/board 
application. 

Send completed appli-
cations via mail to Cit-
rus County Administra-
tion, 3600 W. Sovereign 
Path, Suite 267, Lecan-
to, FL 34461.

INDEX

Classifi eds ..................D5

Crossword ................ A17

Editorial ...................... C2

Entertainment ............. A4

Horoscopes ................. A4

Lottery Numbers ......... B3

Movies ........................ A4

Obituaries ............. A6, A7

Puzzles ....................... C3

TV Listings ................ A17

Veterans Notes ......... A15

Weather ...................... A4

Week in Review .......... A2

IN BRIEF

Special to the Chronicle

ABOVE: This 1941 photo is the cover photo for the 
book, “Annette Remembers,” written by Annette 
Brunner and her son, Mark Brunner. The book chron-
icles Annette’s life as a girl 
growing up in France before, 
during and after Nazi occu-
pation during World War II. In 
this photo: Annette’s mother, 
Uncle Julien (seated with 
Annette on his lap), Annette’s 
father and older sister, 
Rolande, in the back. INSET: 

Annette Brunner and her 
son, Mark Brunner. Annette 
lives in northeast Ohio near 
Lake Erie. Mark, retired from 
the Citrus County School Dis-
trict, is currently a professor 
of Educational Leadership 
at Saint Leo University. The 
book, “Annette Remembers,” 
began as a diary that Annette 
kept, memories of her life in 
France until she came to the 
U.S. with her family in 1948. 
RIGHT: Annette’s school 
photo from 1937. She is in 
the front row, third from the 
left.

‘Annette Remembers’

Oak Hill Hospital CEO Mickey Smith stepping down
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Mickey Smith might be 
the chief executive offi cer 
of HCA Oak Hill Hospital 
in Spring Hill but don’t let 
the impressive-sounding ti-
tle fool you.

If you know him – and 
many in Citrus County do – 

the fi rst thing you notice is 
his affability and knack for 
putting you at ease. He’s not 
your typical “suit” that only 
hobnobs with corporate 
types in fancy offi ces.

Smith likes to get in the 
trenches and get involved 
with the community – 
whether it’s with his fel-
low members of the Rotary 

Club of Crystal River or as a 
board member of the coun-
ty Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) in Citrus 
County or his affi liations in 
Hernando County, such as 
Hernando Progress and the 
Hernando County Chamber 
of Commerce.

“If you want your commu-
nity to be successful, your 

hospital has to be success-
ful,” Smith said.

It is with mixed regrets 
that Smith is retiring April 
28 from Oak Hill after 19 
years. In a business where 
most hospital heads stay 
only a few years before 
moving on Smith is an 
anomaly.

He and his wife are mov-

ing to Atlanta to care for 
their four grandchildren, of 
which they have custody.

No more 45-minute com-
mutes from his home on 
King’s Bay in Crystal River. 
No more serene moments 
on the water or enjoying the 
laid-back rural scene. No 

Sheriff plans $7.5M budget request

By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County Sheriff Mike Pren-
dergast is getting ready to ask 

county leaders for another several 
million dollars to bolster his agen-
cy’s upcoming budget.

Prendergast told the Chroni-
cle Editorial Board Wednesday, 

April 13, his staff is fi nalizing next 
fi scal year’s fi nances for submittal 
June 1 to start discussions with the 
board of county commissioners in 
July.

In the meantime, the sheriff ex-
pects his budget ask to be around 
$7.5  million to help fund more 
deputies, additional support staff, 
a body-worn-camera system, and 

competitive salaries.
If measures aren’t taken soon, 

Prendergast said, the county’s in 
danger of falling behind its crime 
rate.

“What we have right now is one 
fragile thing, more fragile than an 
Easter egg, and if we break it, the 

Prendergast says more deputies, 
body cameras, competitive salaries needed

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

”I was 7 when the war started. 
I am now 90 years old. ... As a 
young girl during the years be-
fore the Nazi occupation, my 
world consisted of my family, 
our restaurant in Fille, my friend 
Jacko, and the Sarthe River that 
fl owed near our home.” — An-
nette Hee Brunner, “Annette Re-
members”

As a boy, Mark Brunner, now 
retired from the Citrus County 
School District and currently a 
professor of Educational Lead-
ership at Saint Leo University, 
loved hearing his mother and 
grandmother’s “wartime bedtime 
stories.”

“When we were little, my 
grandmother lived with us, and 
instead of regular bedtime stories, 

she and my mom would tell us 
their stories from the war, so 
we heard them all through our 
childhood,” Brunner said in 
a video interview with his 
mother, Annette Brunner, 
from her home in Ohio near 
Lake Erie.

“Then in 1959, when I 
was in second grade, I 
went to France with my 
mom and grandmother, 
and all of these stories 
came to life,” he said.

His mother had spent 
her early childhood 
years in Le Mans, 

Special to the Chronicle

 This 1941 photo is the cover photo for the 
book, “Annette Remembers,” written by Annette 
Brunner and her son, Mark Brunner. The book chron-

she and my mom would tell us 
their stories from the war, so 
we heard them all through our 
childhood,” Brunner said in 
a video interview with his 
mother, Annette Brunner, 
from her home in Ohio near 

“Then in 1959, when I 
was in second grade, I 
went to France with my 
mom and grandmother, 
and all of these stories 

His mother had spent 
her early childhood 
years in Le Mans, 

Son helps mom 
tell stories of her 
life in France 
during World War II
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