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Affordable housing project moves forward

IN BRIEF
Supervisor of
Elections to be
at Post Office
The Supervisor of Elections office will be holding an outreach event at
the Lecanto Post Office
on June 9 from 9-11 a.m.
Register to vote, make
changes to voter records
or request a vote-by-mail
ballot. Information to
apply for election worker positions will also be
available.
The Lecanto Post Office
is located at 320 S. Lecanto Highway, Lecanto.
To learn more, visit
votecitrus.gov,
email
vote@votecitrus.gov or
call 352-564-7120.

Inverness council
approves comp plan
land use change
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Despite a rocky start when
a Fort Lauderdale-based developer proposed its second
Inverness affordable housing
project, Green Mills Group
completed an important hur-

dle this week paving the way
for its development.
The Inverness City Council voted unanimously for a
comprehensive plan amendment land use change that
would start the process leading to the proposed 100-unit
apartment complex. The
vote was the second and final vote for the comp plan
land use change. Later this
month the council is expected to approve the developer’s zoning change request.

The council vote ushers in
the change from the property’s current comp plan
designation of low density
residential to high density.
Originally there was neighborhood resistance to the
proposed 6.5-acre project at
1940 Forest Drive, but that
changed after Green Mills
representatives met with area
residents and made concessions to the Longwood Gardens complex to alleviate
many of their concerns.

“I think once we were able
to have a dialog ... that allowed us to scale back (the
project, the residents were
accepting),” said Shaun
Mosheim, Green Mills development manager for the
project.
Although the affordable
apartment complex was
best suited for four stories,
Green Mills reduced it to
three, he said.
The developer also reduced the number of units

from 110 to 100 units.
Many in the neighborhood
also expressed concern
about the proposed family
demographics, fearing increased traffic, noise, and a
change in the nature of the
community.
Mosheim said he then
asked “if they would be
amenable to a seniors demographic,” and residents
were more receptive to the
See HOUSING, page A2

School district lays out reunification process
By GEORGIA SULLIVAN

Homosassa
River Alliance
meets tonight

Chronicle Reporter

The Homosassa River Alliance will hold
its monthly meeting at
7 p.m. on June 9 at the
Old Homosassa Civic
Club, 5330 S. Mason
Creek Road.
Guest speaker will be
Frank Gargano, Government Affairs regional
manager of the Southwest
Florida Water Management District (SWFMD).
Gargano will speak
on SWFMD’s efforts to
protect the Weeki Wachee and Chassahowitzka
Rivers and Three Sisters
Springs. All are welcome
to attend.

Group collecting
donations for
Ukraine relief
On June 15, a team of
volunteers with Relief
Share, a Citrus County-based charity, will
arrive in Krakow, Poland, with medical, first
aid, and family health
kit donations to benefit
Ukrainian refugees and
hospitals in the war-torn
country.
On June 11, from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., the charity will
hold a collection, sorting
and inventorying event at
the headquarters of Rowing Organization of Citrus
County Schools (ROCCS), located at 309 N.
Apopka Ave., Inverness.
Relief Share is a medical surplus recovery
charity. Since 2003, it has
collected medical surplus
from local hospitals and
distributed it to healthcare facilities and charitable groups in developing
and disaster-stricken locales overseas.
In its current mission,
Relief Share is working
with established charities
to distribute donations
where they are needed
most, in Poland and to
groups in Poland that convoy directly to Ukrainian
Hospitals.
Relief Share seeks both
in-kind donations of medical and first aid supplies
and funding to ship up
to one ton of supplies to
Poland. For a list of donation options, visit relief-shareflorida.org.
Email
megan@relief
-shareflorida.org.

Rep. Massullo
to host legislative
wrap-up meeting
State Rep. Dr. Ralph
Massullo will host a legislative wrap-up from 4 to
6 p.m. Monday, June 13,
at the College of Central
Florida Campus in the
Charles S. Dean Sr. Educational Center, Room
101.
For information, contact Dorothy Dilworth
at
Dorothy.dilworth@
myfloridahouse.gov or
352-527-4510.
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In emergency situations,
the handling of the aftermath can be just as important as the incident itself and
the Citrus County School
District is taking steps to be
prepared for such situations.
A two-day training session
was held on Tuesday and
Wednesday this week to implement the procedure for
the reunification process of
parents with their children
following evacuation during
an emergency situation,
which could
be anything
from a tornado, bomb
threat, gas
leak or active shooter
situation.
“It’s someHIMMEL
thing
we
hope
we
never have
to
use,”
said Superintendent
Sam Himmel.
“But
we want to
VINCENT
be prepared
in case anything ever happens.”
The first day of training
was mainly about theories
and how to put the plan in
action, the second was actual practice time, according to Dave Vincent, Citrus
County School District police chief and school safety
specialist.
“Getting an educator to
think in an incident command structure, I thought
would be a challenge, but
everybody’s kind of embracing that and starting to
figure out who to go to,”
said Chief Vincent.
Essentially, as the students are being transported
on buses to the designated
evacuation area, parents/
guardians are able to go
ahead and begin the process
of reunification.
First step: They will check

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Citrus County School Superintendent Sandra “Sam” Himmel participates in a reunification exercise from the I Love You Guys Foundation. The program is designed to equip Citrus County School District staff and administration with the tools to effectively reunite
students with family or guardians in the event of a significant emergency at a school.

I Love You Guys Foundation instructor Kevin Burd, right, gives
information to several Citrus County School District employees
involved in a training exercise Wednesday, June 8, at the Citrus
County Auditorium in Inverness.

in and fill out a paper slip
with both them and their
child’s information. The official “Checkers” will verify

Yeager eyes county
judgeship: ‘This
was the right time’
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Lisa Yeager is ready
to take her knowledge
as a local prosecutor
and private attorney to
the bench of a Citrus
County
courtroom.
Ye a g e r
decided
to campaign in
YEAGER
2022 for
the county’s first judgeship seat,
which will become vacant when Mark Yerman retires in December after being county
judge since 1993.
It was Yerman who
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swore Yeager in as a
member of The Florida
Bar in April 2001.
“When it comes to
judges, he’s the one I
look up to, and I started
with him,” Yeager told
the Chronicle Editorial
Board on Wednesday,
June 8. “If I can be just a
quarter or a half of what
Judge Yerman has accomplished, then I’d feel
I’ve been successful.”
Yeager will vie for
the open county judgeship alongside Edward
Spaight, who oversees
the Public Defender’s
Office in Inverness as
chief assistant public
defender.

via Skyward that the person
actually is a parent, guardian
or someone with permission
to pick up a student – this is

where having your student’s
emergency pick-up list updated is important.
Second step: Parents/
guardians will keep part of
the slip while the Checkers hand off the other part
to the “Accountants” who
will verify also via Skyward
whether or not the student
is there at the site. The Accountants also receive the
bus attendance sheets as
they arrive so they know
exactly what and how many
students are there and who
they need to track down.
This is also where the importance of teachers taking
attendance every class period comes in, so that in the
event of an emergency, the
district knows which kids
were actually in school that
day. All of this will happen
simultaneously with the

Citrus County Judge, Group One
■■ What: Citrus County Judge, Group 1; nonpartisan race.
■■ Who: Edward Spaight and Lisa Yeager.
■■ Covers: Citrus County; candidates face off
in Aug. 23 primary election.
■■ Term: Six years.

Candidates
■■ Name: Edward Spaight
■■ Age: 52.
■■ Occupation: Chief assistant public defender for Citrus County.
■■ Campaign Website/Facebook:
spaightforcitrusjudge.com, facebook.com/
SpaightforCitrus.
■■ Email: spaightforjudge@spaight.net.
■■ Name: Lisa Elaine Yeager
■■ Age: 51.
■■ Occupation: An assistant state attorney
with the State Attorney’s Office in Hernando
County.
■■ Campaign Website/Facebook: facebook.
com/electlisayeager.
■■ Email: electlisayeager@gmail.com.

See YEAGER, page A4
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Checkers.
Third step: Parents/
guardians will take their slip
to the Reunifiers who will
then call for the student to
be sent over to the reunification area to be reunited with
their parent/guardian. They
will then be directed outside
and away from the crowd
and back to their cars.
While this process may
seem complicated, it is necessary to make sure that all
students are accounted for
and their whereabouts are
known.
In light of recent events
in Uvalde, Texas, it is more
important than ever to make
sure that everyone in the
district is on the same page
about this process, so that if
an incident ever did happen,
See SCHOOL, page A4

Spaight cites legal,
community services
in judicial campaign
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Efficiency, textbook
justice, and understanding.
It’s Edward Spaight’s
goal to bring more
of those
qualities
to a local
courtroom
as a Citrus
County
judge.
“SomeSPAIGHT
b o d y
who’s been a public
defender for 13 years
really knows what it
means to serve the
community,” he told
the Chronicle Editorial
Board on Wednesday,
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June 8. “Judges make
decisions that really
affect people, and they
act in their best interests.”
Spaight is contending alongside Assistant
State Attorney Lisa
Yeager during the 2022
election season for the
county’s first judgeship
seat, which will become vacant with the
December retirement
of Mark Yerman, who’s
been on the bench since
1993.
“He’s got tremendous
shoes to fill,” Spaight
said. “I just want to follow his example.”
After
obtaining
See SPAIGHT, page A2

