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Chronicle 
to host Home and 
Outdoor Show

The Chronicle will host 
its Fall Home and Out-
door Show from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 10, 
at the Inverness Depot.

There will be more than 
40 vendors on display in-
cluding air conditioning, 
landscape, roofi ng, win-
dows, gutters, cabinets, so-
lar and much more. Many 
local nonprofi ts will be in 
attendance as well, includ-
ing Floral City Garden 
Club, Ziggy’s Haven Bird 
Sanctuary, Florida Friend-
ly Landscape and more.

Lecanto man 
dies in single 
vehicle crash

A Lecanto man died 
after the vehicle he was 
driving went off a road-
way outside of Crystal 
River and struck a tree.

According to Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP), 
the 33-year-old was driv-
ing an SUV west on West 
Fort Island Trail at around 
1:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 7, when he failed 
to navigate a curve near 
North Seabreeze Point, 
causing the SUV to go 
off road, strike a tree, and 
then overturn.

First responders pro-
nounced the driver, who 
wasn’t wearing a seatbelt, 
dead at the scene, accord-
ing to FHP.

Coast Guard 
Auxiliary hosts safe 
boating course

U.S. Coast Guard Aux-
iliary of Crystal River 
will be presenting the new 
Boat America safe boating 
course on Sept. 10 from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. This 
will be an in-person course 
held at the DAV-USCG 
Auxiliary building located 
at 501 S.E. 7th Ave., Crys-
tal River.

Cost is $40 and includes 
a book, certifi ed USCG 
Auxiliary instruction and 
more. Upon successful 
completion of the test, 
attendees will receive the 
FWC Safe Boater Card.

To register for this class, 
email Linda ljones1501@
gmail.com or call 352-
503-6199. Last day to 
register is Sept. 7.

Information includes: 
knowing the boat and mo-
tor, what to do before get-
ting underway, trailering 
a boat safely, operating a 
boat safely in a variety of 
conditions, legal require-
ments of boating, naviga-
tion, boating emergencies, 
vessel operator responsi-
bilities, small boats and 
paddle craft, and safety 
equipment required by law.
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IN BRIEF

Forest Ridge road project begins Monday

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

The already-busy Forest 
Ridge Boulevard is about 
to get even more congested.

Starting Monday, work 
will begin on resurfacing 
a roughly 1.5-mile stretch 
from County Road 486 to 
West Lake Beverly Drive.

Detours will be in place. 
The project is expected to 
take three to four weeks.

The affected area is home 
to Forest Ridge Elemen-
tary, Forest Ridge Senior 
Residences and Central 
Ridge Library so traffi c is 
pretty thick during certain 

times of the day.
Library Director Eric 

Head said patrons should 
not be affected too much 
by the roadwork.

“We’re in good shape,” 
he said. “We have two en-
trances – one off Forest 
Ridge and one off Roos-
evelt so (patrons) can use 
either one. “Access to the 
library should be impacted 
minimally.”

This resurfacing project 
is being funded jointly by 
Citrus County and the Flor-
ida Department of Trans-
portation’s (FDOT) Small 
County Outreach Program 
(SCOP) resurfacing proj-
ect.

The FDOT will fund 75 
percent and the rest comes 
from gas tax revenue.

The SCOP program as-

sists small county gov-
ernments in repairing or 
rehabilitating county bridg-
es, paving unpaved roads, 
addressing road-related 
drainage improvements, re-
surfacing or reconstructing 
county roads, or construct-
ing capacity and safety im-
provements.

Citrus County meets the 
eligibility requirements of 
a population threshold of 
170,000 people or less.

The SCOP resurfacing 
projects are programmed 
about fi ve years in advance.

For more information 
about this road project, call 
the county’s engineering 
division at 352-527-5446.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.

Resurfacing 
expected to take 
three to four weeks

Hernando gallery celebrates local artists

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

When you’re an artist, 
when you’re in the middle 
of a project, when you’re 
inspired and in the moment 
and suddenly realize you 
need a certain color of paint 

or a certain brush, you don’t 
want to have to drive an 
hour or more to the nearest 
art supplies store. 

“It takes you out of the 
mood,” said Crystal Adams, 
artist and owner of A Crack-
er Canvas.

The art supplies store and 
gallery at 2211 E. Norvell 
Bryant Highway (Coun-
ty Road 486) in Hernando 
opened in February 2022.

She named it “Cracker” 
because of her Florida her-
itage.

“To me, ‘cracker’ is about 
knowing your home, know-
ing your history.” Adams 
said. “The cracker way is 
running barefoot, going 
fi shing in the rivers and the 
streams. There’s a lot of 
beauty to Florida.

“This shop is something I 
wanted to do for the last 20 

years,” Adams said.
She said wanted a place 

where local artists didn’t 
have to travel for supplies, 
but also where they could 
display their creations and 
sell them on consignment 
from her store.

“After hanging my acryl-
ic and watercolor paintings 
along with my wool felted 
tapestries, I realized there 
was space to allow local art-

ists a chance to display their 
pieces as well, at a reason-
able commission.

“Having been on that side 
of the aisle between trav-
eling to shows to paying 
excruciating commissions 
to other shops, I wanted to 
help struggling talent, as 
there is plenty of it here in 
Citrus, giving them a voice 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

A Cracker Canvas owner Crystal Adams has opened an eclectic art studio in Hernando that blends various art forms, clothing and supplies.

Store reflects owner’s 
‘cracker’ heritage

Colleen Scott resigns as county 
management and budget director
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Colleen Scott has submit-
ted her resignation as the 
county’s director of man-
agement and budget, effec-
tive Sept. 27.

That date coincides with 
the fi nal 2022-23 budget 
hearing.

Scott did not list her rea-
son for leaving in her res-
ignation letter to County 
Administrator Randy Oli-
ver. She was effusive in her 
praise for Oliver, who will 
soon retire.

“It has been such a plea-
sure to work for you and the 
citizens of Citrus County,” 
Scott wrote.

She praised Oliver for be-
ing “a great mentor to se-
nior staff.”

Oliver reciprocated those 
sentiments in a letter to 
county commissioners.

“Colleen is the consum-
mate professional and the 
best OMB director that I 
have had the pleasure to 
work (with), County Ad-
ministrator Randy Oliver 
said. “She has moved the 
department forward and 
will defi nitely be missed.”

The county will advertise 
the position.

County Commission 
Chairman Ron Kitchen 
Jr. said that bond between 
Scott and Oliver was likely 
the reason she is resigning.

“I expected her to leave 
about the same time Randy 
does,” Kitchen said.

And he expects more staff 
departures as Oliver’s time 
with the county grows short.

After more 
than seven 
years on the 
job, Oliver 
in February 
s u b m i t t e d 
his resigna-
tion earlier 
this year and 

told the board he would stay 
no later than Nov. 29 for 
the county to fi nd a replace-
ment. 

“The staff liked Randy and 
admired him,” Kitchen said.

Kitchen said the current 
budget “is pretty much 
set” so there shouldn’t be 
any problems. And even if 
there are, Oliver will still 
be around until November 
during the transition, he 
said.

KITCHEN JR.

ALS drug gets rare 
second review at high 
stakes FDA meeting
By MATTHEW PERRONE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A 
panel of federal health ad-
visers voted Wednesday to 
recommend approval for 
an experimental drug to 
treat Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
a remarkable turnaround 
for the much-debated med-
ication that was previously 
rejected by the same group 
earlier this year.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration advisers voted 
7-2 that data from Amylyx 
Pharma warranted approv-
al, despite hours of debate 
about the strength and re-
liability of the company’s 
lone study. The FDA is 
not required to follow the 

group’s advice, but its pos-
itive recommendation sug-
gests an approval is likely 
later this month.

The FDA has approved 
only two therapies for the 
disease, amyotrophic later-
al sclerosis, or ALS, which 
destroys nerve cells need-
ed for basic functions like 
walking, talking and swal-
lowing.

ALS patients and their 
families have rallied be-
hind Amylyx’s drug, 
launching an aggressive 
lobbying campaign and 
enlisting members of Con-
gress to push the FDA to 
grant approval.

Despite a negative review 
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