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Lottery records 
exemption 
approved

Florida lottery jackpot 
winners will have three 
months to get their fi-
nances in order before 
their names go public.

Gov. Ron DeSantis late 
Wednesday signed 10 
bills into law, including 
a measure (HB 159) that 
created a public-records 
exemption for the names 
of people who win lot-
tery prizes of $250,000 
or more. The exemption 
would last for 90 days, 
with the clock running 
from the time prizes are 
claimed.

During a November 
committee meeting, Sen-
ate Minority Leader Lau-
ren Book, D-Plantation, 
said dreams of winning 
big jackpots often be-
come nightmares.

“These winners endure 
all types of scams, ha-
rassment and even loss of 
life,” Book said.

The $250,000 mark was 
set because prizes of that 
amount or more require 
winners to travel to lot-
tery headquarters in Tal-
lahassee. The House and 
Senate passed the bill in 
February, with only two 
dissenting votes.

Lobbying 
restrictions  
get go-ahead

Lobbying restrictions 
that Florida voters ap-
proved in 2018 are ready 
to take effect.

Gov. Ron DeSantis late 
Wednesday signed 10 
bills into law, including 
a pair of measures (HB 
7001 and HB 7003) that 
carry out a constitutional 
amendment overwhelm-
ingly passed in 2018. The 
changes are designed to 
curb lobbying by public 
officials for six years af-
ter they leave office. They 
will apply to officials 
who leave their positions 
after Dec. 31.

The changes were 
among seven amend-
ments put on the 2018 
ballot by the Constitution 
Revision Commission, 
which meets every 20 
years and has the unique 
ability to place proposed 
constitutional changes 
directly before voters. 
Other 2018 amendments 
drew more attention, such 
as a combined proposal to 
ban offshore oil drilling 
and prohibit the use of 
electronic cigarettes and 
vaping in workplaces. 
But the lobbying restric-
tion received the highest 
vote total.

Among the people af-
fected by the changes are 
statewide elected offi-
cials, legislators, county 
commissioners, consti-
tutional county officers, 
school board members, 
judges, school superin-
tendents, municipal of-
ficers, special-district 
officers and secretaries, 
executive directors and 
other heads of execu-
tive-branch departments.

Most elected officials 
currently are prohibited 
from lobbying their for-
mer departments or em-
ployers for two years after 
leaving office. In 2016, 
state House members 
imposed a six-year ban 
on themselves lobbying 
the House after leaving 
office. Currently, there is 
no law prohibiting former 
Supreme Court justices 
and judges from lobby-
ing, and the Code of Judi-
cial Conduct does not ad-
dress such lobbying. One 
of the newly signed bills 
(HB 7003) addresses lob-
bying by former justices 
and judges.
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IN BRIEF Higher interest rates cool home market

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Home sales have cooled 
slightly due to rising inter-
est rates but the local market 
remains hot.

Kerry Rosselet, president 
of the Realtors Association 
of Citrus County said, said 
“we are still tracking for a 

very good sales year.”
“The market has adjust-

ed to a more normal and 
healthy vol-
ume with a 
1.3 month 
supply of in-
ventory,” she 
said.

Kevin Cun-
n i n g h a m , 
broker-own-
er of RE/

MAX Realty One, said his 
office is seeing more closed 

single-family home sales 
declining in April with a 

total of 381, 
down 10.6 
percent year-
over-year.

“We attri-
bute this de-
cline to the 
rapid rise in 
mortgage in-
terest rates in 

March and April when these 
homes went under con-
tract,” Cunningham said.

However, the median price 
of an existing single-family 
home in Citrus County con-
tinues to rise. In April, the 
median price was $295,000, 
a 34.1 percent increase from 
a year ago.

“We feel that as we move 
into the second quarter of 
2022, higher interest rates and 
inflation concerns will start to 
moderate price growth and is 
something every homeowner 
should keep an eye on,” Cun-
ningham said.

Lawrence Yun, chief econ-
omist with the National 
Association of Realtors 
(NAR), agrees.

“If mortgage rates stabilize 
roughly at the current level 
of 5.3 percent and job gains 
continue, home sales could 
also stabilize in the coming 
months,” Yun said. “Home 
sales in 2022 are expected 
to be down about 9 percent, 
and if mortgage rates climb 

There’s still an ongoing 
housing shortage
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Resident: 
Dig was 
result of 
neighbors 
reporting
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Dennis Flippin is tired 
of his nosy neighbors.

“These guys in here, 
calling the county on ev-
eryone, need to stop,” 
he said after investiga-
tors finished filling in the 
holes they dug up in his 
Hernando yard. “Because 
they’re hurting people, 
and they’re hurting them 
real bad, especially the 
fixed-income people.”

It was around 10 a.m. 
on Thursday, May 26, 
when Flippin said he got a 
phone call informing him 
about the heavy presence 
of law enforcement at 
his homestead off of East 
Bass Lane.

“I walked outside, and 
it’s all the way down,” 
he said about the Florida 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection (FDEP) 
police and emergency 
response personnel who 
were there, along with a 
cleanup crew and back-
hoe.

Flippin said they were 
there to investigate reports 
he “buried a house” under 
his property, where he’s 
lived since 2003, and they 
needed to excavate for ev-
idence.

“These guys are digging 
all over the place,” he 
said. “They can’t find no 
house.”

Flippin said authorities, 
who he didn’t fault for 
conducting the investiga-
tion, decided in the end 
to hit him with a misde-
meanor for a burn pile of 
his.

“For just a little stuff 
that I burnt,” he said. “I 
don’t know what they’re 
going to do, but I’m going 
to get something.”

FDEP Division of Law 
Enforcement Lt. Kevin 
Beckman, who was at the 
scene, said he couldn’t 
comment on the active in-
vestigation.

Flippin said the “house” 
FDEP investigators were 
probably searching for 
was a trailer and attached 
addition he tore down 
roughly three weeks ago, 
a few streets from his 
house.

“There was a lot of it, 
and I took most of it to 
the dump,” he said, “but 
the stuff I could salvage – 
the metal and all of it – I 
brought it over here.”

Flippin said one his 
neighbors followed him 
home when he took the 
scrap there.

“Then they turned me 
in, saying I buried a 
house here,” he said be-
fore showing a Chronicle 

Lawmakers leave out Citizens Insurance issues
By JIM SAUNDERS
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — With 
more than 850,000 policies, 
the state-backed Citizens 
Property Insurance Corp. 
has become an 800-pound 
gorilla in Florida’s troubled 
insurance market.

But you wouldn’t have 
known that as lawmakers 
passed bills during a spe-
cial legislative session this 
week to try to shore up the 
industry.

Lawmakers did not make 
changes designed specifi-
cally to address issues such 

as Citizens’ growth and 
premiums, though parts of 
the overall legislation will 
affect Citizens like it does 
other insurers.

Sen. Jeff Brandes, a St. 
Petersburg Republican who 
is one of the Legislature’s 
most-hawkish members on 
bolstering the private indus-
try, said during a meeting 
Monday that lawmakers 
were not doing anything 
to deal with the “radical 
growth” of Citizens.

Citizens was created as 
an insurer of last resort but 
has ballooned as private 
companies have shed poli-

cies and raised rates to deal 
with financial losses. As an 
illustration, Citizens had 
851,006 policies on April 
30, up from 453,911 poli-
cies two years earlier.

Many leaders have long 
sought to shrink Citizens be-
cause of concerns about pol-
icyholders across the state 
– including those who are 
not Citizens customers – po-
tentially being on the hook 
to help pay claims if Florida 
gets hit with a major hurri-
cane or multiple hurricanes.

“The simple truth is if Cit-
izens was a regular insur-
ance company, we would 

never have let it grow as fast 
as it did,” Brandes said.

But Citizens is a political-
ly sensitive issue, as many 
homeowners in areas such 
as heavily populated South 
Florida have few other 
choices for coverage.

Citizens President and 
CEO Barry Gilway in re-
cent months has repeatedly 
said that Citizens charges 
less for coverage than pri-
vate insurers, at least in part 
because of a state law that 
caps Citizens’ annual rate 
increases. This year that cap 

Panthers leap into next stage of life
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Lecanto High School’s 
class of 2022 roared as one 
to let the world know it’s 
ready for it.

In shimmering green-and-
gold gowns, the graduating 
Panthers of their school’s 
39th annual commencement 
ceremony took to the stage 
Thursday evening, May 26, 
to accept their diplomas, 
celebrate their achieve-
ments, and look forward to 
future successes.

“I want to take this op-
portunity to seriously con-
gratulate each and every 
one of you seniors on your 
accomplishments,” Leah 
Steffer said in her gradua-
tion speech. “It is clear that 
the circumstances these past 
few years have been less 
than ideal, but we were able 
to grow stronger and over-
come these challenges.”

Leah told her classmates 
they should appreciate and 
recognize the difficulties 
they each faced and con-
quered.

“We all have unique obsta-
cles and shortcomings, be-
cause we are all unique peo-
ple. However, something 
that has uniquely inspired 
me about this class is our 

willingness to overcome,” 
she said. “Looking back 
at our time going through 
school, it is clear we have 
not allowed our daunting 
circumstances to overtake 
our lives.”

Leah urged her class to 
think back on the people 
and moments, good or bad, 
of their 12 years of school-
ing, and reflect on how they 
were shaped by them.

“Remember the people 
you have met, and the life-
long friends we have made 
along the way,” she said. 
“Remember the times of 
laughing with your friends 
until your ribs hurt, or cry-

ing with that one teacher 
who always seemed to un-
derstand.”

In his commencement ad-
dress, Jason Lu shared the 
story of a man’s persistent 
search for answers after 
hearing a mysterious sound 
within a monastery.

Jason said the parable 
was about how people will 
spend most of their exis-
tence chasing an abstract 
vision or goal “we’ve never 
truly experienced.”

“We’re going down a 
road that many others have 
traveled before us, cruising 
along in a life that occasion-
ally breaks down,” he said, 

“and, eventually, we find 
something that becomes our 
life’s passion; that sound in 
the distance, beckoning us 
closer and closer to the pur-
pose in our life.”

Jason told his classmates 
to keep following the source 
of whatever sound they’re 
drawn to.

“That one tantalizing 
glimpse of the potential to 
our lives; the song of the 
Sirens calling us forth to 
our destinies,” he said. “Re-
member to find our visions. 
And most importantly, re-
member to return to that 
sound – to that vision to 
change the world.”

Before Principal Jason 
Koon presented the senior 
class, its president, Yazmin 
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Students enthusiastically make their way to their seats Thursday evening, May 26, as the 2022 Lecanto High School class begins 
commencement.

Class of 2022 graduate Taylin Huffman, 17, waves to friends and 
family Thursday, May 26, at the start of the Lecanto High School 
commencement exercises.

Lecanto High 
School Class of 

2022

Class Song: “22” by Taylor 
Swift

Class Flower: White Rose

Class Color: Forest Green

Class Motto: “If there is a 
will there is a way, if there 
is a Quizlet there is an A.”
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