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Teller soars in ‘Top Gun: Maverick’
In addition to sequel,
Citrus County native having
stellar year with ‘The Offer’
and ‘Spiderhead’ films

Regular users of Wesley Jones Park, at 2510
W. Castania Drive, Citrus Springs, may have
noticed a newly empty
space where the playground used to be. Citrus
County Grounds Maintenance would like to assure citizens that, while
the old equipment will
not be returning, the park
will be gaining a new
playground in June.
Installation is planned
to begin on June 13. Construction is anticipated to
be complete by June 17,
weather permitting.
Grounds Maintenance
will also be replacing the
playground
equipment
at Highland Park Playground, at 3755 E. Kirk
St., Inverness, during the
same time frame.
For more information
on this and other projects,
contact Citrus County
Grounds Maintenance at
352-527-5760.

By JEFF BRYAN
Chronicle staff

Miles Teller is proud of his Hollywood accolades, from sharing the
silver screen with the likes of Nicole
Kidman and J.K. Simmons and, most
recently, Tom Cruise.
His performance as Lt. Bradley
“Rooster” Bradshaw has launched
him into another stratosphere, but for
Teller, it also means a victory for Lecanto High and its baseball program,
which Teller was a member of during
his prep athletic career. Early in the
movie, as Cruise’s Maverick looks at
a collage of photos, which includes
Teller donning a Lecanto High baseball cap and baseball warm-up.
“For me, I’ve constantly talked
about Citrus County, I’m really proud
of where I come from, and baseball
was a big part of my life,” he told the
Chronicle. “I loved every second of
it.”
Slipping the picture into a major
motion film wasn’t all that difficult,
Teller said.
“(The studio) basically tells you
when they need photos of you … that
was the photo I wanted to use,” Teller
said. “If I could get a Lecanto Panthers logo on there, me in a baseball
uniform – that was wholly intentionally, to give Lecanto a nice win …
film is forever.”

State rep to host
legislative wrap-up
meeting Monday
State Rep. Dr. Ralph
Massullo will host a legislative wrap-up from 4 to
6 p.m. Monday, June 13,
at the College of Central
Florida Campus in the
Charles S. Dean Sr. Educational Center, Room 101.
For information, contact Dorothy Dilworth
at
Dorothy.dilworth@
myfloridahouse.gov or
352-527-4510.

See TELLER, page A5

Citrus County
friends and family
still a big part of
Miles Teller’s life

Celebrate National
Flag Day Tuesday
in Inverness
The City of Inverness
invites you to celebrate
National Flag Day on
June 14.
The ceremony will
begin at 10 a.m. in the
Valerie Theatre and will
feature the Eugene Quinn
VFW Post 4337 and students from the Inverness
Boys & Girls Club.
Bring
family
and
friends to enjoy this tribute. The event will be at
207 Courthouse Square,
Inverness.

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Paramount Pictures

When Miles Teller first left for Hollywood in 2009, he brought a big
part of Citrus County with him — his
friends.
One in particular, Rob Kellner,
now a part-owner of a boxing/fitness
gym in Los Angeles, recalled his
cross-country trip in a U-Haul truck
with his childhood best friend.
“It was October 2009, and I was

Lecanto graduate Miles Teller as Lt. Bradley “Rooster” Bradshaw in “Top Gun: Maverick.” Teller players the son of Anthony
Edward’s Lt. Nick “Goose” Bradshaw, who tragically died in the 1986 original film, “Top Gun.”

See FRIENDS, page A7

Inverness taxable value lower than hoped
Officials say no
tax rate hike
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Tibbetts Lumber Company has purchased this vacant single-stream recycling center on State
Road 44 and will convert it to a window/door manufacturing facility.

Tibbetts Lumber to open new facility
Renovated location, set to open Sept. 1,
will be company’s ninth site in the region
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Tibbetts Lumber Company has purchased the old
single-stream
recycling
center on State Road 44 and
will convert it to a window
door manufacturing facility.

David Brown, the company’s regional vice president,
told the Chronicle he anticipates opening Sept. 1 with
a formal grand opening to
follow.
Brown said the building
is three acres in size and it
will allow Tibbetts to bet-
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ter serve the needs of local
builders in Citrus and Levy
counties.
This will mark the ninth
Tibbetts location in the region.
Tibbetts Lumber opened
in 2019 at 1965 N. Dunkenfield Ave. in Crystal River.
The new manufacturing
facility is about 10 miles
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It wasn’t the number Inverness officials were hoping to see.
The preliminary value of Inverness was
$551,370,000 for 2022,
according the Citrus County Property Appraiser’s
Office. City officials were
hoping it would be higher.
Property Appraiser Cregg
Dalton and his staff in June
released what they evaluated was the city’s worth.
They do that by evaluating
all of the city’s properties,
including residential and
commercial properties.
The number is important
because that’s one of the
numbers city officials use
to establish Inverness’ annual budget. It’s also the
number elected officials
use to help them decide
whether to raise property
taxes to meet the demand
for services.
Dalton sent Inverness
City Manager Eric Wil-
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Councilwoman Linda Bega said
she had faith in the city’s staff to
find additional sources of income
and knowing where to cut costs.
liams a letter May 31 as to
the city’s value, including
new construction.
The estimation, although
preliminary, is 5.1 percent greater than a year
ago when the city’s value was determined to be
$524,663,936.
Dalton determined that of
the city’s increase in value
of $26.7 million, $1.4 million was from new construction.
Inverness council members said that regardless of
the evaluation, they won’t
support a property tax hike
and the city will live within
its means.
“As far as I’m concerned,
it’s off the table,” Councilwoman Linda Bega told the
Chronicle.
Bega said that she was
concerned that the national
economy could be in store
for a continued downturn.
“I think we’re heading to-
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ward some dire times,” she
said.
Bega said she had faith in
the city’s staff to find additional sources of income
and knowing where to cut
costs.
The city’s current 202122 millage rate is 7.8211.
This is how millage rates
work.
One mill in property, or
ad valorem taxes, is equal
to $1 for each $1,000 of the
property’s taxable value.
So if a property is worth
$75,000, after homestead
exemptions, the property
owner’s city property taxes would be $586.58. That
does not include county or
school taxes.
Bega thinks Dalton underestimated the value of
recent construction projects such as Colonnade
Park apartment complex
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