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A deep dive pays off

Special to the News

Shown here, from left, are Steve Cox and Blake Wilson. Cox and Wilson Steve 
were the lead exploration divers for WKPP Chip’s Hole project and the divers 
who made the connection between Chip’s Hole and the Wakulla Springs cave 
system.

WKPP team finds connection between Chip’s Hole, Wakulla cave systems

IN BRIEF
Tourist 
Development 
Council announces 
special public 
meeting

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Tourist Development 
Council will have a Spe-
cial Public Meeting at 
9 a.m. Friday, Jan. 20, 
at the Wakulla County 
Community Center in 
the Crawfordville Room 
at 318 Shadeville Road, 
Crawfordville, for the 
purpose of planning mar-
keting activities.

Wakulla 
County Historic 
Preservation 
Committee 
meets Jan. 23

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historic Preservation 
Committee will have a 
Public Meeting at 4 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 23, in the 
Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners 
Administration Confer-
ence Room, 3093 Craw-
fordville Highway, Craw-
fordville. 

For information, call 
850-926-3695.

The purpose of the 
meeting is to review and 
make recommendations 
to the Board of County 
Commissioners on mat-
ters related to the desig-
nation, regulation, and ad-
ministration of historical, 
cultural, and architectural 
resources in the county.

Recreation 
Advisory 
Committee 
meets Jan. 23

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Recreation Advisory 
Committee will have Pub-
lic Meeting at 4 p.m. Jan. 
23, at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Community Center 
(Sopchoppy Room), 318 
Shadeville Road, Craw-
fordville.

The purpose of this 
meeting is to provide 
feedback to the Board 
of County Commission-
ers, County staff, and the 
Recreation Director re-
lating to the recreational 
programs of the Wakulla 
County Recreation De-
partment.

Local Republicans announce ‘no confidence’ in RNC chair
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

CRAWFORDVILLE — On 
Jan. 9, the Republican Exec-
utive Committee of Wakulla 
County (WREC) voted unani-
mously to adopt a resolution of 
“No Confidence” in the current 
chair of the Republican Na-
tional Committee (RNC), Ron-
na Romney McDaniel.

McDaniel is seeking to be 

re-elected for an unprecedent-
ed fourth term as chair of the 
RNC at the biennial organi-
zational meeting, which takes 
place during the RNC’s winter 
meeting Jan. 27, in Dana Point, 
California.

The resolution reads: “The 
Republican Executive Com-
mittee of Wakulla County, 
FL (WREC) resolves to ex-
press ‘No Confidence’ in 

RNC Chair Ronna McDaniel, 
and to oppose her re-election 
in the upcoming 2023 RNC 
Organizational Meeting. 
We urge the Chair, National 
Committeeman and Commit-
teewoman of the Republi-
can Party of Florida to vote 
against McDaniel in her bid 
for re-election.”

The resolution was offered 
by Wakulla Precinct Commit-

teeman Ed Brimner based on 
the national performance of 
McDaniel and was adopted 
unanimously by the commit-
tee. The Republican Party of 
Florida will convene a special 
meeting Jan. 20, to vote on 
the question: “Should Ron-
na McDaniel be terminated 
as Chair of the RNC at the 
January 27th meeting of the 
RNC.”

“The Republican Executive Committee 

of Wakulla County, FL (WREC) resolves 

to express ‘No Confidence’ in RNC 

Chair Ronna McDaniel, and to oppose 

her re-election in the upcoming 2023 

RNC Organizational Meeting.”

Resolution issued by the WREC

Local leaders and others gather Monday, Jan. 16, at the monument to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on courthouse square 
in Crawfordville to honor the slain civil rights leader’s memory and his message.

Photos by Gerald Brown / For the News

Sam Hayes leads the early morning gathering in a song during an event in observance of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday on 
Monday, Jan. 16, in Crawfordville.

Remembering Dr. King’s dream

Wakulla 
Soccer 
ousts 
Lincoln
By DYLAN JACKSON
Sports writer

The Wakulla High 
School soccer team 
snapped a two-game los-
ing skid Wednesday, Jan. 
11, in a 1-0 victory over 
the Lincoln Trojans. The 
lone goal came from Se-
nior Dylan Gorman in the 
first half.

“We came out lethargic 
tonight. We got a win; it 
wasn’t a pretty win, but 
I’ll just be thankful for the 
win,” Coach Chad Lin-
ville said after the game.

Coach Linville under-
stood why his squad was 
sluggish: “Our boys are 
tired. I get it,” he said. 
“They played three top-
20 teams in the state with-
in four days. That’s a lot.”

The War Eagles have 
also been dealing with 
injuries, which has con-
tributed to their struggles 
on the field. Among those 
dealing with injuries is 
Senior Braeden Paul. 
Not only is Paul the lead 
goal-scorer for Wakul-
la on the season, but he 
also currently ranks 1st in 
Class 4A in goals scored 
and 16th in the state with 
21 goals on the season.

The Wakulla soc-
cer team will get some 
much-needed rest before 

Dylan Jackson / For the News

Noah Alford recovers the 
ball in Wakulla’s 1-0 victory 
over Lincoln on Wednesday, 
Jan. 11, at Gene Cox Stadi-
um.

See SOCCER, page A8

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Think all great exploration takes 
place in exotic places on other 
continents?

Think again, because some new 
discoveries are being made right 
under our feet.

Woodville Karst Plain Project 
announced recently in a press re-
lease that at about 12:45 p.m. on 
Jan. 7, WKPP exploration divers 
Blake Wilson and Steve Cox es-
tablished the physical connection 
between two of the longest under-
water cave systems in the world.

These cave systems are locat-
ed in northern Wakulla County. 

The exploration team entered the 
Wakulla Cave System from Turn-
er Sink located within Edward 
Ball Wakulla Springs State Park to 
continue exploration and mapping 
of a passage identified in 2021 as 
the most likely connection to the 
nearby Chip’s Hole Cave System.

In June 2021, WKPP divers re-
leased 2 gallons of dye from a 
strategic location in the Chip’s 
Hole System and placed sampling 
sensors in and around Turner Sink 
in an effort to identify the path of 
the dye and potential areas where 
the massive cave systems might 
connect.

The dye trace results revealed 

one primary target. The WKPP 
exploration team has been pur-
suing that target for the past 18 
months in hopes of finally con-
necting the cave systems.

Using special cave diving equip-
ment for deep, restrictive passag-
es, the explorers were able to fur-
ther the exploration of this target 
passage over a series of dives, 
remaining confident they were on 
the right track.

Recent dry weather and minimal 
rainfall have provided clear water 
conditions within the cave sys-
tems, enhancing the exploration 

Wakulla Elections Supervisor Joe Morgan 
speaks Monday, Jan. 16, at an event in 
Crawfordville honoring the legacy of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Morning sun peeks from behind the MLK monu-
ment on Jan. 16 in Crawfordville.

Mrs. Kenny Manning serves up 
breakfast at the Palaver Tree 
Theater. The MLK breakfast 
was sponsored by the Buck-
horn Masonic Lodge.

See DIVE, page A12
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