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IN BRIEF
Animal Services
waives adoption
fees due to
overcrowding
Citrus County Animal
Services (CCAS) is currently experiencing overcrowding at the shelter
due to multiple cruelty
cases. Because of this,
adoption fees have been
waived until further notice.
Adoptions are available
to Citrus County residents, as well as residents
of other counties. Citrus
County residents will
still be required to pay a
license fee of $10 while
adoption fees are waived.
Those who cannot adopt
are encouraged to consider fostering. Learn more
about their “Fabulous
Foster Program” by contacting CCAS or emailing Leigh Sweet at leigh.
sweet@citrusbocc.com.
CCAS also asks that all
approved rescue partners
come forward to help, if
possible. If a rescue group
would like to partner with
CCAS, call the shelter or
email Colleen Yarbrough
at colleen.yarbrough@
citrusbocc.com.
The animals available
for adoption at CCAS
are listed on the Citrus
County website: tinyurl.
com/mr3yrfdn. This site
is updated in real-time
and has the most up-todate listings of animals
available for adoption, so
check back frequently for
updates.
For any questions and
anyone interested in fostering or adoption, visit the shelter, located at
4030 S. Airport Road, Inverness, or contact CCAS
at 352-746-8400.

Aviation
Advisory Board
members needed
The Citrus County
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) is
seeking applications for
the Aviation Advisory
Board (AAB). This Advisory Board is seeking one
District 5 regular member
to fill a two-year term.
This member will participate in all discussions and
debates of the board.
The AAB is a voluntary
board that meets the second Thursday of every
month at 2 p.m. Meeting
locations alternate each
month between the Inverness Airport and Crystal
River Airport.
The mission of this
board is to advise the
BOCC on all matters involving Citrus County’s
public aviation facilities.
Applications are due
by June 13 and can be
accessed at: citrusbocc.
com/boardapplication.
Completed applications
should be sent to Citrus
County Administration,
3600 W. Sovereign Path,
Suite 267, Lecanto, FL
34461.
Contact the Aviation
Section at 352-527-5488.

The city of Inverness invites you to celebrate National Flag Day on June
14.
The ceremony will
begin at 10 a.m. in the
Valerie Theatre and will
feature the Eugene Quinn
VFW Post 4337 and students from the Inverness
Boys & Girls Club.
Bring family and friends
to enjoy this tribute. The
event will be located at
207 Courthouse Square,
Inverness.
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By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Cycling enthusiasts travel east along the Withlacoochee Bay Trail in northwest Citrus County. The trail meanders its way along a
scenic route between U.S. 19 and the Gulf of Mexico. Several pavilions and rest areas are stationed along the trail making a ride,
run or walk more enjoyable.

Staycation with pedal power
Explore Citrus
County by bike

Bike safety tips
• Wear a helmet. Florida

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Editor’s Note: This story is
part of an occasional series
of “staycations” that allow
Citrus County residents to
spend vacation time locally
this summer without the expense of traveling very far.
On a recent Friday morning, Hernando resident
Cheryl Jenkins and her
daughter, Stephanie Wolff,
visiting from Arizona,
wanted something to do.
The day was warm but
overcast, and they decided
it was a great day for bike
riding.
So, they grabbed their water bottles and rented a pair
of bicycles from Inverness
Bicycle & Fitness, strapped
on their helmets, and as bike
store owner Sherry Bechtel
pointed them to the Withlacoochee State Trail, they
pedaled off for a day’s adventure.
“We don’t usually ride
bikes, but we picked today
because it’s a little cloudy
out and not as hot,” Jenkins
said. “So, we’ll see.”
Bike riding is huge, and
Citrus County is a destination for bike riders, especially the Withlacoochee
State Trail, Bechtel said.
“We do a lot of rentals,”
she said. “This trail is heavily used. And people from
all over actually move here
because of the bike trail.”
The Withlacoochee State
Trail, which runs from Dunnellon to Trilby, is just one

Citrus County attracts visitors for many reasons. The paved,
Withlacoochee State Trail is one of those reasons. Above, a cyclist
passes in front of a colorful sign welcoming riders to the Inverness Trail Head. The Withlacoochee Trail is now connected to the
Dunnellon Trail by way of a tunnel under U.S. 41.

of the many places to ride
your bicycle, tricycle or recumbent bike this summer.
Looking for something to
do here in Citrus County?
Consider biking the local
trails.
Paved bike trails:
The Withlacoochee State
Trail is one of the longest
paved rail-trails in Florida,
46 miles from Dunnellon to
Trilby in Pasco County.
Part of the Florida Greenways and Trail System, this
trail has also been designated as a National Recreation
Trail.
In Citrus County, the trail
can be accessed at a number
of places:
■ Gulf Junction Trailhead, 2246 W. Magenta
Drive, Citrus Springs.
There are restrooms, a gazebo with a picnic area, lots
of shade, maps, and parking.
■ Ride about 11 miles
south to Hernando where

there’s more restrooms and
picnic tables. This is a good
place to leave the trail for a
side trip to Lake Hernando
Park across U.S. 41 or even
grab a bite to eat at one of
the local eateries.
■ The Inverness Trailhead 6 miles away takes you
across the scenic Lake Henderson Trestle, and past the
Inverness Depot District,
Liberty and Wallace Brooks
parks.
■ Next stop: Fort Cooper
State Park, which features
miles of trails to ride on and
beautiful scenery and wildlife.
Note: There’s a $2 entrance fee to enter the park.
■ The final stop in Citrus
County is Floral City at Orange Avenue with a nearby
rest area and places to visit
in the town.
The trail continues south
and ends at Trilby.

requires anyone younger
than 16 to wear a helmet
when riding a bicycle.
• Be visible with brightly
colored and reflective
clothing, especially in the
early morning, late at
night, or on cloudy days,
especially if you go off-trail
on public roads.
• Protect yourself from the
sun – use sunscreen,
especially on the back of
your neck, if possible wear
long sleeves with breathable fabric and wear sunglasses.
• Pack a lightweight rain
poncho for sudden summer showers and keep
your eye open for safe
shelters when lightning is
in the area.
• Carry a tire patch kit at
all times and know how to
patch your own flat tire.
• Carry a cell phone and
your ID for emergencies,
also some cash and a
credit card.
• Stay hydrated. Bring
water or stop at drinking
fountains at rest areas.
• Know the bike safety
rules for Florida.
Note: When biking the
Withlacoochee State Trail,
watch for STOP signs that
let you know that road
traffic has the right of way,
even though drivers will
often stop to let bicyclists
and hikers cross.

Citrus has the sixth lowest credit card debt of all
67 counties in the state.
SmartAsset, a financial
technology firm, has issued a report that measures credit card debt as
a percentage of income
and net wealth. It covers
counties across the nation and sought out places
where people were most
responsible with their
charge cards.
The findings:
■ Average income of
Citrus County residents:
$28,174
■ Their overall wealth:
$51,481
■ Average credit card
debt: $2,981. Of that, 10.6
percent is from income
and 5.8 percent from
wealth.
Josh Wooten, president/
CEO
of
the Citrus
County
Chamber
of Commerce,
cited the
c o u n t y ’s
WOOTEN
large retiree population which tends not to
amass credit card debt.
“They’re on fixed incomes and they get to a
certain point that they
want to stay out of debt
and just use their credit
card for convenience,”
Wooten said.
Citrus County also has
a high poverty rate and
low-income residents do
not have access to credit
and so that’s reflected in
the numbers, he added.
That leaves the middle-class and, based on
the SmartAsset report, “it
sounds like they’re pretty disciplined” when it
comes to credit card usage, Wooten said.
Sumter County had the
lowest credit card debt in
the state. Taylor County
was second, followed by
Sarasota, Charlotte and
Highlands in third, fourth
and fifth places, respectively.
SmartAsset calculated
the ratio of credit card
debt to per capita income
for each county. That
number was the benchmark to determine whether people will be able to
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See STAYCATION, page A6

See DEBT, page A4

Sheriff’s office arrests 10 suspected cyber predators
By AIDAN BUSH
Chronicle Reporter

Celebrate
National Flag Day
in Inverness
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The Citrus County Sheriff’s
Office recently arrested 10
suspected cyber criminals accused of intending to engage
in sexual activity with youths,
according to a Wednesday,
June 8, news release.
The program, called Operation Cyber Knights, saw
success with 10 subjects being arrested either in Citrus
County or via Citrus County warrants, under various
charges of inappropriate
conduct towards minors. Operation Cyber Knights was a
joint effort between multiple
local, state, and federal law
enforcement bodies.
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Officials in the operation
went undercover online,
posing as 13 or 14-year-old
children before exchanging
online messages with subjects, directly stating their
age. When the subjects
would continue sexually
explicit conversations after
acknowledging the child’s
age, law enforcement would
then pursue and arrest them.
Sheriff Mike Prendergast
felt internet pedophiles’ instant, often unmoderated,
contact with youth through
online message platforms
made them particularly dangerous to the community.
“Parents – predators know
how susceptible and trusting
our children are. They also
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online. The
unit is also
a
member
of the Florida
Internet Crimes
Against
COVYAW
WARLICK
BECCERA
HOTTES
HENDERSON JR. C h i l d r e n
Task Force
that serves
to actively
discover and
combat child
exploitation
on the internet.
CARVER III
BROWN
NEU
RAMPE
SIMPSON
The
following arknow how easy it is to gain This operation was part of rests were made as part of
access to your children and the High Tech Crimes Unit, this operation:
exploit them through the in- dedicated primarily to investernet,” Prendergast said.
tigating child pornography
See ARRESTS, page A4
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