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Golf: Several in contention at Women’s British Open / B1

Filing deadline 
over for Crystal 
River Offices

Qualifying week for 
Crystal River City Coun-
cil seat number two and 
the mayor’s seat ended at 
noon, Friday, Aug. 5 with 
the incumbents the only 
ones filing.

Seat two is held by Cin-
di Guy and the mayor’s 
seat is held by Joe Meek.

The two ran unopposed 
for the offices and will be 
re-elected to serve anoth-
er term.

“Qualifying is over, 
and I have officially been 
re-elected as mayor of 
Crystal River without op-
position,” Meek told the 
Chronicle. “I am extreme-
ly honored and grateful 
to be able to continue to 
work for my hometown. 
We will build on the mo-
mentum that we have, 
and keep Crystal River 
moving forward! Also 
congratulations to Coun-
cilwoman Guy, re-elected 
without opposition.”

Elections chief 
announces 
upgrades  
to voting site

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office is excited to 
announce major upgrades 
to the Crystal River Early 
Voting site.

Over the past year, a 
second American with 
Disabilities (ADA) ramp 
was built to allow a sepa-
rate exit for the early vot-
ing site. The site now has 
an entrance and an exit 
ramp. Sidewalks were in-
stalled to help the flow of 
traffic and to keep voters 
safe.

The Crystal River Ear-
ly Voting Site is located 
at 1500 N. Meadow-
crest Blvd. on the west 
side of the Supervisor of 
Elections office past the 
Training entrance. There 
is a sign stating ‘Early 
Voting’ on the building 
by the door letting voters 
know this is the correct 
entrance.

Early Voting sites will 
be open from Aug. 12 to 
Aug. 20 from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. This includes the 
weekend for both Satur-
day and Sunday, and the 
following Saturday. A 
voter may vote or drop 
off their vote-by-mail bal-
lot at any early voting site 
only during the hours.

Time to return 
vote-by-mail 
ballots

This is a reminder to all 
Citrus County voters, who 
have received their Vote-
by-Mail ballots, to com-
plete and return the ballot. 
Completed ballots may 
be returned by mail using 
the postage paid envelope 
included with the ballot. 
They may also be dropped 
off at the Supervisor of 
Elections office during 
normal business hours. 
Remember to seal and 
sign the return envelope.

During the Early voting 
period, ballots may be 
deposited in the Ballot 
Drop-Off Official Secure 
Ballot Intake Stations lo-
cated at any early voting 
site. On Election Day, 
vote-by-mail ballots can-
not be accepted at the 
polling place and must be 
returned to the elections 
office before 7 p.m.

The Supervisor of 
Elections office business 
hours are Monday to 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and is located at 1500 
N. Meadowcrest Blvd., 
Crystal River. For any 
questions, call 352-564-
7120.
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Two county-owned piers closed

By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Fishermen wanting to 
drop a line at the Ozel-
lo fishing pier will have a 
long wait.

The Citrus County Parks 
& Recreation department 
closed this week the Ozello 
pier on South John Brown 

Drive in Crystal River, with 
the county’s spokesperson 
saying that it was beyond 
repair and needed to be re-
placed.

It’s the second pier that the 
county has closed because 
the structure was beyond 
repair.

County spokeswoman Ve-
ronica Kampschroer told 
the Chronicle that county 
staff typically inspect the 
county’s piers monthly and 
make repairs immediately 
when its needed.

But during the staff’s last 
inspection of the Ozello pier 

last month and the Eden 
fishing pier in Inverness in 
June, it wasn’t safe to just 
add a few more screws, 
bolts or a couple more feet 
of railing.

There was nothing sal-
vageable any more from 
the wooden piers that could 
keep either open and safe.

The Eden pier, at 614 Park 
Lake Terrace, Inverness, is 
at least 10 years old.

The Ozello pier was built 
in 1989 and rebuilt in 1993 
after the No Name Storm. 

Fred Hiers / Chronicle Reporter

The Ozello pier is closed and needs to be replaced.

Structures to be 

replaced by the 

end of the year

Life jacket loaner station 
installed at Hunter Springs Park
By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

Children’s safety while in 
the water is a major concern 
especially during the sum-
mer months here in Citrus 
County as kids are out of 
school, but now families 
can have easy access to life 
jackets for their kids to go 
swimming at the popular 
Hunter Springs Park.

Cayla’s Coats recently 
collaborated with several 
nonprofit and community 
organizations on a project to 
build and install a life jack-
et loaner station at Hunt-
er Springs Park this past 
Thursday, August 4.

“It’s amazing seeing so 
many of our local small 
businesses band together 
for one mission to create 
safety for our kids,” said 
Jade White, public relations 
and communications man-
ager for the Citrus County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
who attended the installa-
tion Thursday morning.

People from Handy Hicks, 
Citrus Mobile Welding & 
Fabrication, and the city of 
Crystal River worked to-
gether to install the station 

at the park using large ma-
chinery and lots of determi-
nation in the ever-increas-
ing heat and humidity.

“This is the fourth life 
jacket station we’ve in-
stalled here in Citrus Coun-
ty,” said Jessica Barnes, 
founder of Cayla’s Coats 

which spearheaded the en-
tire project.

It was also Josh Hicks, 
owner of Handy Hicks, who 
decided to dedicate some 
of his time and resources 
to help with the project and 
build the station for Cayla’s 
Coats with the help of some 

teens who participated in 
their Citrus Anti-Poverty 
Youth Program (CAYP).

According to 17-year-
old Alex Ortaliz, one of 
the teens who helped 
Handy Hicks, he and his 

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Jessica Barnes hangs life jackets on a new Cayla’s Coats kiosk at Hunter Springs Park in Crystal River Thursday, Aug. 4. The Cayla’s 
Coats initiative is a life vest loaner station that provides floatation devices meant to prevent drowning. Barnes lost her daughter, 
Cayla, at age 20 months to a drowning accident. This is the fourth Cayla’s Coats loaner station within Citrus County and plans for 
four more are in the works, according to Barnes.

Jessica Barnes watches as workers place a Cayla’s Coats life vest loaner station into place at 
Hunter Springs Park in Crystal River. The kiosks provide life vests, free of charge, to anyone need-
ing additional help while swimming.

DeSantis 
taps 
Francis 
for state 
Supreme 
Court
By DARA KAM
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Two years after justices 
thwarted his first attempt 
to place Renatha Fran-

cis on the 
F l o r i d a 
S u p r e m e 
C o u r t , 
Gov. Ron 
DeSant is 
on Friday 
t a p p e d 
the Palm 
B e a c h 

County circuit judge to 
serve on a high court 
dominated by conserva-
tive jurists.

With four of the sev-
en-member court’s jus-
tices appointed by De-
Santis, the Republican 
governor will leave his 
Federalist Society imprint 
on the Supreme Court for 
decades to come.

Francis, who was 
among six finalists sent to 
DeSantis by the Florida 
Supreme Court Judicial 
Nominating Commission 
this summer, will replace 
outgoing Justice Alan 
Lawson, who will retire 
from the bench on Aug. 
31. Lawson stepped down 
more than a decade in ad-
vance of justices’ manda-
tory retirement age of 75.

DeSantis, a Harvard 
Law School graduate, 
sketched out his judicial 
philosophy Friday morn-
ing at the Richard & Pat 
Johnson Palm Beach 
County History Museum, 
referring to the “Found-
ing Fathers” as he intro-
duced Francis.

“Our government here 
in the United States and in 
the state of Florida is sup-
posed to be what’s called 
a government of laws, not 
a government of men,” he 
said, calling out judges 
who have “taken power 
away from people’s elect-
ed representatives” by 
having “legislated from 
the bench.”

“And that’s not their 
role. Their role is to apply 
the law and Constitution 
as it’s written,” he added. 
“It’s really important that 
courts are discharging the 
duties that they have un-
der the Constitution with-
in the confines of those 
limitations.”

Francis, who will be 
the court’s first Jamai-
can-American justice, 

FRANCIS
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