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Oliver’s funeral 
services set for 
Saturday

Funeral services for for-
mer County Administra-

tor Randy 
Oliver will 
be at noon 
Saturday, 
Dec. 10, 
at Faith 
C h a p -
el, 100 
B e v e r l y 

Pkwy., in Pensacola.
Oliver, 72, passed away 

Nov. 23, 2022. Oliver 
served as county admin-
istrator from 2015 until 
retiring Nov. 8, 2022.

To read his full obitu-
ary, visit https://tinyurl.
com/4rb3ex8b.

Holiday Art  
on the Avenue

Support local artists by 
attending the Holiday Art 
on the Avenue event from 
4-8 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
9, along Citrus Avenue in 
Crystal River.

The art shops participat-
ing are Anchored Souls, 
Coastal Art Gallery, 
Franklin Anderson Gal-
lery, and Glass Werx.

Nights of  
Lights at Fort 
Cooper State Park

Experience the magic 
and mystery of the hol-
iday season during the 
Nights of Lights to be 
held from 6-8:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 9 and 10 at Fort 
Cooper State Park, 3100 
S. Old Floral City Road, 
Inverness.

The trails, trees, pavil-
ion and social hall will 
be decked out in colorful 
holiday lights and deco-
rations. Santa Claus and 
Mrs. Claus will welcome 
children each night.

Refreshments will be 
served both nights in the 
park pavilion and holiday 
music will be broadcast 
along the trails.

No entrance fee will be 
charged. Instead, visi-
tors are asked to bring a 
non-perishable food item 
or an unwrapped toy for 
the Citrus United Basket 
of Inverness or pet food 
for the Citrus County An-
imal Services.

For further information, 
call 352-726-0315.

Celebrate the 
holidays with the 
Key Training Center

This year the Key 
Training Center will be 
adding to their Tree of 
Hope Celebration by in-
cluding a walk through 
Magical Lightfest from 
6 to 10 p.m. Dec. 10 at 
the Key Center’s Lecanto 
campus, 1255 N. Garnett 
Miller Loop, Lecanto.

Admission is $5 per 
person.

For more information, 
text MAGICAL22 to 
91999 or contact the Key 
Center Foundation at 
352-795-5541 Ext. 312, 
or email foundation@ 
keytrainingcenter.org.

December Teen’s 
Night Out in 
Inverness

The City of Inverness 
Parks & Recreation wel-
comes all local teens for 
a Teen’s Night Out at the 
Depot Pavilion from 5:30 
to 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 15.

All upcoming sixth 
through tenth grade teens 
will get a wristband upon 
entry that will include free 
food, music with DJ Trae, 
games and activities.

Bring a friend and enjoy 
a night out. Call 352-726-
3913.
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Couple had been arguing before shooting
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

A tense and terse verbal 
altercation ensued moments 
before a 64-year-old Homo-
sassa man fatally shot his 
wife Friday, Dec. 2, at their 
Homosassa home, accord-
ing to a Citrus County Sher-
iff’s Office arrest affidavit.

Deputies were dispatched 

to the 3900 
block of 
S o u t h 
S p r i n g -
breeze Way 
in Homo-
sassa in ref-
erence to a 
s h o o t i n g , 

which had just occurred. 
When they arrived at the 
home, deputies found the 

63-year-old woman, Tammy 
Campbell, lying on the pa-
tio floor near the pool with a 
single gunshot wound to her 
chest, according to records.

Michael Francis Campbell 
and a witness sat at a table 
near the woman’s body. On 
the table, deputies saw a 
small black firearm.

The witness told Detective 
Roscoe Watts that the cou-

ple had a history of verbal 
arguments. On Friday, the 
witness told authorities that 
Campbell’s wife returned 
home from drinking and 
acted irrationally. At one 
point, the witness left the 
patio area where he and 
Michael Campbell were 
consuming alcohol. The 
witness went inside to calm 
Tammy Campbell and pre-

vent further confrontations 
between her and her hus-
band.

After speaking with Tam-
my Campbell, the witness 
returned to the patio with 
the defendant, Watts wrote 
in his report. Shortly there-
after, Tammy Campbell 
came back onto the patio 

CAMPBELL

Local man recalls manatee research 
pioneer Daniel ‘Woodie’ Hartman
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

To tell the story of the late Daniel “Wood-
ie” Hartman, the manatee research pioneer 
who helped put Crystal River on the map 
as a manatee haven and travel destination, 
you have to start with Crystal River native 
Buddy Powell.

Actually, you have to start with Powell’s 
grandmother, Bessie.

“I grew up on the water, and I used to row 
my grandmother around in a row boat – 
she loved to fish,” Powell said. “When she 
passed away, she left some money to my 
parents with the instruction to ‘buy Buddy 
a boat with a motor,’ which they did.

“That changed my entire life,” he said. “It 
allowed me to be out of the water all the 
time.”

Powell was around 13 or so, puttering 
around the waters in his Boston Whaler, 
when he kept seeing a man also out on the 
river, but who seemed out of place.

The man would be standing up in a 
weird-looking little boat holding an open 
umbrella, looking down into the water, 
which at that time was still crystal clear.

Or he’d be looking with a pair of binoc-
ulars.

“I finally got up enough courage to go talk 
to him,” Powell said.

The man was Daniel Stanwood Hartman, 
whom everyone called Woodie, a PhD can-
didate from Cornell University, who had 
come to Crystal River to do research for his 
doctoral thesis.

When he first came to the area, he wasn’t 
sure if he wanted to study manatees or feral 
pigs, Powell said.

But when Hartman went to the only dive 
shop in Crystal River at that time and saw 
some underwater photos of manatees that 

caught his attention and imagination, he 
made the decision: manatees, yes; feral 
pigs, no.

“I met him in 1967. We struck up a 
friendship, and I became his volunteer 
sidekick assistant,” Powell said. “He had 
a lot of interesting facts, which fed my cu-
riosity, and I was able to help him with his 
field work.

“The most important thing: He had access 
to my boat and me as his personal guide, 
and my dad paid for the gas,” he said. “So, 
his world increased dramatically, because 
he learned the river and the area really 
well.”

Also during that time, Hartman and     

Special to the Chronicle

Although Daniel “Woodie” Hartman was only in 
Crystal River for a short time, his impact on the 
area was immeasurable.

Board: State’s request 
to return Medicaid 
funds groundless
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Disputes involving the 
Citrus County Hospital 
Board are almost always 
complicated, filled with le-
galese, and brimming with 
bureaucracy.

But what they also usual-
ly have in common is that 

they are 
high stakes 
in which if 
the hospital 
board gets 
it wrong, 
the price 
could well 
be in the 

millions of dollars.
The latest spat between 

the hospital board and the 
Florida Agency for Health 
Care Administration is no 
exception.

At issue are Medicaid 
payments to HCA Flori-
da Citrus Hospital, then 
called Citrus Memorial 
Hospital, during 2008 and 
2009 from AHCA.

In a nutshell, ACHA 
claims that it overpaid 
Citrus Memorial Hospital. 
The hospital board argues, 
through its attorney Kar-
en Schapira, that Citrus 
Memorial was a public 

hospital during the period 
in question and the hos-
pital met the criteria for 
increased Medicaid pay-
ments to reflect that.

What that comes down to 
is about $6 million AHCA 
wants back from the hospi-
tal board.

Schapira said in a Sep-
tember letter to AHCA that 
the agency had inaccurate-
ly calculated the amount 
Citrus Memorial should 
have received and how 
much it was overpaid.

The hospital board owns 
HCA Florida Citrus Hos-
pital, formerly Citrus Me-
morial Hospital, and leases 
it, and other hospital relat-
ed properties, to Hospital 
Corporation of America. It 
uses lease money to fund 
local health care initia-
tives. The hospital board 
owns the hospital on be-
half of the residents of Cit-
rus County, so any money 
ACHA takes back is mon-
ey that won’t go toward lo-
cal health care initiatives.

Schapira also cites a 2010 
written agreement with 
AHCA that AHCA would 
recalculate its Medicaid 
payments using formulas 
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Galaxy of Stars shines light on 
education’s best and brightest
By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

And the Oscar (Galaxy 
Award) goes to... Lita Stan-
ton for Teacher of the Year 
and Angelica Lefevers for 
School-Related Employee 
of the Year for the Citrus 
County School District.

In a room clad in gold-
en sequins and glitter, the 
annual Galaxy of Stars 
event Monday, Dec. 5, was 
opened by Superintendent 
Sandra “Sam” Himmel 
as she said, “All through 
COVID, nationwide, our 
professionals, first respond-
ers, and all of our healthcare 
workers were tabbed as he-

roes and they well deserved 
that, but I want you to know 
that I truly believe that you 
all are the heroes to me be-
cause of what you do every 
single day. You impact ev-
ery single one of our kids 
that come to school.”

All of the nominees for 
both categories were hon-
ored with an award as sev-
eral guest speakers spoke in 
between, including Nich-
olas Catto, previous 2022 
District School-Related 
Employee of the Year, and 
Kelly Filipic, previous 2023 
District Teacher of the Year.

The 2024 Teacher of the 
Year award was presented 
to Lita Stanton, math teach-

er at Citrus High School.
“I can honestly say that 23 

years ago, when I was sit-
ting where my daughter is 
sitting right now, when my 
mother walked across this 
stage, I would never have 
imagined that I would later 
do that same thing,” Stan-
ton said in her acceptance 
speech. “I went into this job 
just wanting to help kids. … 
I hope that I have done that 
over the last 13 years.”

The 2023 School-Related 
Employee of the Year award 
was presented to Angelica 
Lefevers, paraprofessional/
ESE at Lecanto Primary 
School.

“There are so many peo-

ple qualified for this award, 
that’s why we’re all nomi-
nated,” said Lefevers in her 
acceptance speech. “I want 
to thank so much to my ad-
ministration. They have been 
very supportive of anything 
I’ve done through the years 
that I’ve worked there. They 
have been a role model and 
everybody at the school has 
been supportive as well.”

New this year on top of the 
monetary gifts given to each 
nominee, the Jenkins Auto 
Group presented cars to the 
winners of the awards. Le-
fevers received a blue pre-
owned Mini Cooper and 
Stanton received a paid-for 
three-year lease on a brand 

new 2023 Kia Forte.
This was the first in-per-

son ceremony held since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 
Pandemic in 2020, so ev-
eryone finally got to enjoy 
a night spent together high-
lighting and honoring all of 
the effort and energy that 
Citrus County educators put 
in throughout the year.

The event was held at the 
CF Citrus Campus and in-
cluded a catered dinner and 
awards ceremony funded 
fully by the Citrus County 
Education Foundation. It 
was closed by comments 
made by Citrus County 
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Citrus High School math teacher Lita Stanton receives a hug Monday, Dec. 5, after being named the 
Galaxy of the Stars Citrus County Teacher of the Year. The ceremony, held at the College of Central 
Florida, was hosted by the Citrus County Education Foundation and recognized the outstanding 
work teachers and support-staff members from across the Citrus County School District.

Lecanto Primary School paraprofessional / ESE Angelica Lefe-
vers’ addresses those gathered Monday, Dec. 5, after winning 
School-Related Employee of the Year honors at the College of 
Central Florida.

See STARS, page A4


