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Food drive Tuesday 
to benefit SOS

The Esther Chapter of 
the Daughters of the King 
at Shepherd of the Hills 
Episcopal Church in Le-
canto will be conducting 
their monthly food dona-
tion drive to benefit SOS 
food pantry.

They are asking for do-
nations of nonperishable 
foods and will also accept 
frozen or refrigerated 
items.

“Donations are down 
and the need is up,” said 
Cathy Allen, Daughter 
of the King member who 
heads the food donation 
program.

The monthly drive-thru 
food donation collection 
is the third Tuesday of 
each month from 9 a.m. 
to noon at Shepherd 
of the Hills Episcopal 
Church, 2540 W. Norvell 
Bryant Highway (County 
Road 486), Lecanto.

Donation drop-off is at 
the portico entrance at the 
church.

The food collected on 
Tuesday will be taken to 
SOS in time for their dis-
tribution on Thursday.

Also, coolers will be on 
hand to store refrigerated 
or even frozen items.

Clerk of Court has 
new online system

Citrus County and the 
Clerk of Court have 
launched a new system 
for the Board of Coun-
ty Commission meeting 
agendas, minutes and 
videos.

This new platform, 
CivicClerk, is fully inte-
grated with the Clerk’s 
website and no longer 
requires an external link. 
All meetings from the 
previous software will be 
available in CivicClerk 
by Sept. 30. In the inter-
im, all historic meetings 
are still viewable on the 
Clerk’s website.

Friendly reminder to 
please update any book-
marked links to the fol-
lowing: citrusclerk.org/
BOCCMeetings. You can 
also visit this page for all 
updates and announce-
ments during the migra-
tion.

For any questions, con-
tact Lindsay Tozer, com-
munications officer for the 
Clerk of Court at media 
@citrusclerk.org; or Ve-
ronica Kampschroer, 
public information officer 
for the BOCC at pio@ 
citrusbocc.com.

Update your 
address for the 
General Election

Keeping your residen-
tial address current is im-
portant because it deter-
mines the candidates and 
issues that will be on your 
ballot.

The Supervisor of 
Elections office will be 
mailing out vote-by-mail 
ballots for the General 
Election on Sept. 23 to 
military and overseas vot-
ers and Sept. 29 to civil-
ian voters.

The vote-by-mail bal-
lots are non-forwardable, 
so it is important to keep 
the residential and mailing 
address in voter records 
current. Also, Florida law 
mandates citizens must 
vote in the precinct as-
signed to their residential 
address on Election Day.

Notify the elections of-
fice if your address has 
changed or if you have 
recently moved in Citrus 
County. Change your ad-
dress and find out your 
polling location by call-
ing the Supervisor of 
Elections office at 352-
564-7120.
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Saw palmetto berry season in full swing

By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Serenoa repens fruit — also known as 
saw palmetto berries.

These olive-shaped morsels are sought 
after by consumers as herbal remedies, and 
prized by pickers because of their worth.

Palmetto berry popularity even drives 
some harvesters to pursue illegal means.

“We have received a lot of complaints 
from citizens over the years of trespassing, 
usually during this time of year between 
August and November, when the berries 
are ripe and ready for picking,” said Aidan 
Marshall, east operations lieutenant for the 
Citrus County Sheriff’s Office.

Native to Florida, saw palmettos are 

slow-growing, clumping, multi-trunked 
palms that grow 5 to 10 feet tall, and 4 to 
10 feet wide as far north as South Carolina 
and as far west as Texas, according to the 

University of Florida Insti-
tute of Food and Agricultur-
al Sciences, or UF/IFAS.

Their leaves are fan-
shaped with small, saw-like 
teeth on their stems, and, 
in the spring, 3-foot-long 
stalks appear to showcase 
white, fragrant flowers be-

fore the berries develop.
A saw palmetto yields between 100 and 

500 berries in mid-to-late June before its 
yield declines until the middle of October.

Palmetto berries start out as green, oblong 
pods before they ripen by changing shape 

Courtesy Ken Gioeli / UF / IFAS

Saw palmetto berries, which ripen between August and Novem-
ber, are a commercially exploited plant in Florida that requires a 
permit to harvest them.

Fruit used for herbal remedies
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Preach boldly and carry a big (walking) stick
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

In the country outside 
Clarksville, Tennessee, is 
the Morrison family farm.

It’s a place Hernando teen 
Jackson Smith knows and 
loves, his mom’s family 
farm.

About four years ago, he 
came across a few trees on 
the property there and no-
ticed the slender trunks of 
some sapling trees and how 
they were twisted in places, 
like a corkscrew.

As he later learned, 
grapevines grow around 
the young trees, wrapping 
themselves around the pli-
able, tender trunks in such a 
way as to create these intri-
cate twists and turns.

“I’ve always loved nature 
and finding really cool stuff 
in nature,” Jackson said.

So, one day he took his 
pocket knife and cut down a 
few of these unusual-look-
ing trees, with the idea of 
fashioning them into walk-
ing sticks, the ones he now 
sells from his JD Crafts 

Photos by Julie Mancini / For the Chronicle

ABOVE: On Sept. 14, Jackson “JD” Smith shows off one of the walking sticks he is whittling, and explains how the wood got its 
spiral design, by being wrapped with a vine as it grew. Smith recently began selling his walking sticks at the Market at the Depot 
in Inverness. The wood Smith uses was from his family’s property in Tennessee. BELOW LEFT: Smith uses his Ozark Trail knife to 
remove the bark from a walking stick he is carving to sell at the Market at the Depot in Inverness. Smith said he chose this particular 
knife because it has a notch to place his finger for better leverage as he carves.

KIDS DOING COOL THINGS

ABOVE: Smith shows one of his favorite walking sticks he made 
with wood he got in Tennessee last summer. Smith explained 
that the spiral patterns in the wood came from vines that were 
wrapped around the tree as it grew. Smith is selling his walking 
sticks at the Market at the Depot in Inverness, which is the first 
and third Saturday on the month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 218a 
N. Apopka Ave.

See COOL, page A5

DeSantis: More migrant flights and buses likely
By JIM TURNER 
and DARA KAM
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Gov. Ron 
DeSantis on Friday said he expects 
more flights to transport undocu-
mented immigrants to out-of-state 
“sanctuary” communities, as ques-
tions continued to swirl about a pair 
of flights this week that sent about 
50 people from Texas to Martha’s 
Vineyard in Massachusetts.

With support from other Republi-
cans, DeSantis framed the contro-
versial flights as a protest against the 
Biden administration’s handling of 
the Mexico border and as protecting 
Floridians from people transporting 
drugs into the United States. Flor-
ida lawmakers put money in the 
state budget this year for DeSantis 
to transport undocumented immi-
grants.

“There’s also go-
ing to be buses, and 
there will likely be 
more flights,” De-
Santis said Friday 
afternoon during an 
appearance at Emb-
ry-Riddle Aeronau-
tical University in 

Daytona Beach. “But I’ll tell you 
this, the Legislature gave me $12 
million. We’re going to spend every 
penny of that to make sure that we’re 
protecting the people of the state of 
Florida.”

The flights Wednesday mostly in-
volved Venezuelan migrants and 
included about 10 children. Two 
planes went from San Antonio, Tex-
as, to the Florida Panhandle com-
munity of Crestview before going 
north.

DeSantis’ decision to launch the 
flights spawned international head-

lines and drew harsh criticism from 
Democrats and immigrant advo-
cates. President Joe Biden accused 
Republicans of “playing politics 
with human beings.”

“What they’re doing is simply 
wrong,” the president said at a Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus event 
Thursday evening. “It’s un-Ameri-
can. It’s reckless.”

Massachusetts Senate President 
Karen Spilka described the flights 
as “tantamount to a form of human 
trafficking for pure political games,” 
according to the State House News 
Service.

DeSantis’ office has not released 
full details of the flights, and ques-
tions continue about issues such as 
using Florida money to relocate mi-
grants who had been in Texas.

DeSantis rejected as “false” reports 
that the migrants – who were moved 
Friday from Martha’s Vineyard to a 

military base on Cape Cod – were 
lured onto the flights in Texas with 
promises of housing and jobs.

“The folks that are contracted, not 
only did they give them a release 
form to sign, they actually gave 
them a packet. And in that packet in-
cluded a map of Martha’s Vineyard,” 
DeSantis said. “So, it was obvious 
that that’s where they were going.”

According to FlightAware track-
ing, two Ultimate Air shuttles flew 
Wednesday morning from San An-
tonio to Crestview. One of the planes 
then stopped in Charlotte, N.C., and 
the other stopped in Spartanburg, 
S.C. They then went to Martha’s 
Vineyard.

State records show that the Flori-
da Department of Transportation on 
Sept. 8 made a $615,000 payment 
to Oregon-based Vertol Systems 
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