
By JEFF MARTIN and MAYSOON KHAN
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Dozens of well-wish-
ers made the pilgrimage Sunday 
to The Carter Center in Atlanta, as 
prayers and memories of former Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter’s legacy were of-
fered up at his small Baptist church in 
Plains, Georgia, a day after he entered 
hospice care.

Among those paying homage was 
his niece, who noted the 39th presi-
dent’s years of service in an emotional 
address at Maranatha Baptist Church, 
where Carter taught Sunday school 

for decades.
“I just want to read one of Uncle 

Jimmy’s quotes,” Kim Fuller said 
during the Sunday school morning 
service, adding: “Oh, this is going to 
be really hard.”

She referenced this quote from Car-
ter: “I have one life and one chance to 
make it count for something. I’m free 
to choose that something. ... My faith 
demands that I do whatever I can, 
wherever I can, whenever I can, for as 
long as I can.”

“Maybe if we think about it, may-
be it’s time to pass the baton,” Fuller 
said before leading those gathered in 

prayer. “Who picks it up, I have no 
clue. I don’t know. Because this ba-
ton’s going to be a really big one.”

Carter, at age 98 the longest-lived 
American president, had a recent se-
ries of short hospital stays. The Carter 
Center said in a statement Saturday 
that he has now “decided to spend his 
remaining time at home with his fam-
ily and receive hospice care instead of 
additional medical intervention.”

In Atlanta, people, some traveling 
many miles, made the trip to The 
Carter Center to reflect on the life of 
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Homosassa Civic Club ‘building community’
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

They’re the reason thou-
sands of visitors are able 
to flock to Old Homosas-
sa each November for the 
annual Homosassa Arts, 
Crafts and Seafood Festival.

They’re the reason people 
can toss dead mullet in the 
spring.

They’re the reason tens 
of thousands of dollars are 
pumped back into the com-
munity each year through 
the organizations they sup-
port.

They’re the Homosassa 
Civic Club, with a simple 
mission: to build the com-
munity.

The club started in the mid 
1950s and was never very 
big, said club president Ter-
ry Green.

It was a place for potluck 
dinners and other social ac-
tivities.

Around 2002, We Care 
Food Pantry operated out 
of the club’s building for a 
number of years, and it also 
served as an after-school 
learning center for local stu-
dents.

Today, the civic club has 
around 200 members, very 
active members. At a time 
when many clubs and orga-
nizations are dwindling, this 
club is thriving.

What’s the secret?
Green said when he and 

his wife, Kathy, joined the 
club in 2015, they would be 
out walking their dog and 
would stop to talk to people.

“There are a lot of young 
retirees moving into the 
area and younger families 
with kids,” Kathy Green 
said.

They would tell people 
about the club, what they do 
and what they want to do, 
and would invite them to 
check the club out.

They also offer childcare 
at their monthly meetings, 

which is a boon.
“Our members are very 

active and we have lots of 
volunteers at our events,” 
Kathy Green said.

Club community events
The two major fundraising 

events of the Homosassa 
Civic Club are the annual 
Homosassa Arts, Crafts and 
Seafood Festival the sec-
ond weekend in November, 
which nets the club between 
$60,000 and $80,000, and 
the Homosassa Mullet 
Toss and Spring Festival in 
May, which brings in about 
$30,000.

Where the money goes
Funds raised by the Ho-

mosassa Civic Club bene-
fit: Homosassa Elementary 
School, Nature Coast Young 
Marines, CREST school, 
Homosassa Girl Scouts, 
Citrus County Education 
Foundation’s Book, Line 
and Thinkers field trip and 
the Homosassa River Res-
toration Project.

The club also provides 
funds for free WiFi for the 
local community, Cayla’s 
Coats Life Vest Loaner Sta-
tions, senior citizens out-
reach programs, children’s 
Christmas outreach and par-
ty, and holiday meals at a 
local restaurant for families.

“We used to have a big 
party for the kids at the 
clubhouse, but attendance 

was down, so instead we 
started doing it at the park 
with Sants coming in on a 
boat,” Kathy Green said. 
“We had a magician and a 
DJ. We had a great turnout, 
about 70 kids, and everyone 
was dressed like pirates. 
Each kid got a bucket of 
gifts, they got eye patches 
and they painted buoys – it 
was so much fun.”

The club also has an an-
nual Beri Hagerty-Phelps 
Memorial $1,000 Scholar-
ship for students and adults 
who want to continue their 
education.

Up until this year, they 
gave out 10 scholarships; 
this year they are giving out 
13.

What else goes on at 
the club’s buildings?

In addition to the club-
house, the former Homosas-
sa Library building is used 
as a workstation for

Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies as well as 
an office for the club.

The Old Homosassa 
Learning Center building is 
used for a variety of activ-
ities throughout the week, 
many of the free of charge: 

 ■ adult fitness classes. 
 ■ after-school programs. 
 ■ music enrichment pro-

gram. 
 ■ Sew Cool! Workshop. 
 ■ tutoring. 
 ■ summer camp.

Old Homosassa 
Heritage Park and 
Working Waterfront

In 2020, through a $1.4 
million Florida Commu-
nities Trust grant, the club 
purchased the property 
where Shelly’s Seafood and 
Fish Market and commer-
cial boat slips are, Terry 
Green said. 

There’s also an 80-year-
old Cracker house on the 
property, which will be-
come a heritage museum.

“It will always be a work-
ing waterfront,” Green said.

What’s new?
The club recently an-

nounced its newest project: 
The Old Homosassa Heri-
tage Park Trotter Tract.

Byron Rodgers and his 
wife, Cyndi, a fifth-gen-
eration Homosassan, do-
nated 3.5 acres of undevel-
oped waterfront property 
to the Homosassa Civic 
Club.

“This isn’t to be devel-
oped, but we can turn it into 
a passive park,” Terry Green 
said. 

The site will be an exten-
sion of the Heritage park 
directly across the Homo-
sassa River from it, pro-
tected in perpetuity under 
the Florida Communities 
Trust grant.

“We’re busy,” Kathy 
Green said.

Information
Homosassa Civic Club 

is at 5530 S. Mason Creek 
Road, Homosassa.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 
493, Homosassa, FL 34487

Phone: 352-628-9333
Email: homosassacivic 

club@gmail.com
Website: https://homosassa 

civicclubinc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.

com/OHCClub
Nancy Kennedy can be reached 

at 352-564-2927 or by email at 

nkennedy@chronicleonline.com.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Patrons look over some of the many foods available at the Homosassa Arts, Crafts and Seafood Festival.
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Fond remembrances for Jimmy Carter

John Bazemore / AP

Former President Jimmy Carter smiles Jan. 14, 2016, in Atlanta. 
Well-wishes and fond remembrances for the former president 
continued to roll in Sunday, a day after he entered hospice care 
at his home in Georgia.

News of former president entering hospice draws concerned admirers to Atlanta

Health care COVID vaccine mandate remains as some push for an end
By DAVID A. LIEB 
and KAVISH HARJAI
Associated Press

LOWRY CITY, Mo. — At Tru-
man Lake Manor in rural Mis-
souri, every day begins the same 
way for every employee entering 
the nursing home’s doors – with a 
swab up the nose, a swirl of test-
ing solution and a brief wait to see 
whether a thin red line appears 
indicating a positive COVID-19 
case.

Only the healthy are allowed in 
to care for virus-free residents.

Despite those precautions, 
a coronavirus outbreak swept 
through the facility late last year. 
An inspector subsequently cited 
it for violating the federal gov-
ernment’s COVID-19 vaccination 
requirement for health care facil-
ities.

Truman Lake Manor is one of 

about 750 nursing homes and 110 
hospitals nationwide written up 
for violating federal staff vacci-
nation rules during the past year, 
according to an Associated Press 
analysis of data from the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices. Most were given a bureau-
cratic nudge to do better – though 
some nursing homes also received 
fines, especially when they had 
multiple other problems.

One year after it began being 
enforced nationwide on Feb. 20, 
2022, the vaccination requirement 
affecting an estimated 10 million 
health care workers is the last 
remaining major mandate from 
President Joe Biden’s sweeping 
attempt to boost national vacci-
nation rates. Similar requirements 
for large employers, military 
members and federal contractors 
all have been struck down, re-
pealed or partially blocked.

The health care vaccination 
mandate is scheduled to run until 
November 2024. But some con-
tend it’s time to stop now, citing 
fewer severe COVID-19 cases, 
health care staffing shortages and 
the impending May 11 expiration 
of a national public health emer-
gency that has been in place since 
January 2020.

“Their regulations are making it 
harder to give care – not easier,” 
said Tim Corbin, the administra-
tor of Truman Lake Manor who 
also doubles as a nurse, adding 
that “the mandates need to end.”

CMS said in a statement to the 
AP that “the requirement for staff 
to be fully vaccinated has been a 
critical step in responding to the 
pandemic” and “has saved Amer-
icans from countless infections, 
hospitalizations, and death.”

David A. Lieb / AP

Tim Corbin, administrator of Truman Lake Manor, poses for a photo Feb. 14 
at the COVID-19 testing station in the nursing home’s entryway in Lowry, Mo. 
Employees and visitors must pass a COVID-19 test each day they enter the 
facility. Despite that precaution, the nursing home still had COVID-19 outbreak 
late last year that affected employees and residents.
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