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BOCC to consider Cardinal Farms development
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

County officials expected 
commercial and residen-
tial growth to spring up 
along the new Suncoast 
Parkway route through 
Citrus County.

And today, almost one 
year since the toll road 
opened, it seems to be hap-
pening.

County commissioners 
Tuesday will consider a de-
velopment agreement with 
Cardinal Farms Group LLC 

and allow 
staff to pro-
ceed with the 
n e c e s s a r y 
review and 
public hear-
ings.

The appli-
cant intends 

to develop a 147-acre site off 
Cardinal Street that would 
be a mix of residential and 
non-residential uses. The 
plan shows single-family 
homes, villas, townhomes, 
apartments and a mix of 
commercial including a 150-

room hotel and mixed retail.
Not surprisingly, the Sun-

coast Parkway interchange 
is just east of the site.

Commissioners last year 
gave the green light for staff 
to consider a similar agree-
ment with Cardinal Farms 
but the applicant pulled the 
request before it could even 
get to the planning and de-
velopment committee stage 
last December.

This time around, Cardinal 
Farms is back with essen-
tially the same proposal but 
with different management 

players so a new develop-
ment agreement is needed.

The management team of 
Cardinal Farms includes 
Hamid Ashtari, whose offer 
of $6.6 million for the Betz 
Farm property in Crystal 
River was accepted by com-
missioners.

Among other things, the de-
veloper would need a change 
in the county comprehen-
sive plan amendment and 
an amendment to the zoning 
designation at the parcel to 
general commercial and me-
dium-density residential.

Details are sketchy and 
the project is still in the be-
ginning stages. But the sub-
mission of a development 
agreement is a first step.

Opened in February 2022, 
the parkway was extended 
13 miles from U.S. 98 in 
Hernando County to State 
Road 44 in Lecanto.

The parcel under consider-
ation is the largest parcel in 
what is called the Cardinal 
Interchange Management 
Area (IMA). An IMA ad-
dresses what kind of devel-
opment is best suited for 

those growth areas: from 
mixed-use to medical back 
office, from light industri-
al and distribution to Town 
Center development.

“The parkway is definite-
ly living up to its expecta-
tions,” County Commis-
sioner Holly Davis said.

Citrus County, she added, 
needs more tourist lodg-
ing for tourists so the hotel 
would be welcome, she said.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer 

with the Citrus County Chronicle 

and can be reached at mbates@

chronicleonline.com.
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They 
call it 
puppy 
love
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Tallie has urinary issues. 
Daisy has hip issues.

Archie and Foxy came 
from overseas and suffer 
from PTSD.

Sophie arrived overweight 
and went to “doggie weight 
loss camp” at the University 
of Florida for six weeks and 
required physical therapy to 
walk again.

Ruffles, not a Golden Re-
triever but a Yorkie/terrier 
mix, went through multiple 
surgeries as a result of abuse 
and still walks with a limp.

Murphy, a Golden Doodle 
with a fluffy, reddish-blond 
hairdo, had a broken back. 
But after a year and a half 
of multiple surgeries and 
therapy, he is now a healthy, 
active pup.

Parker has a paw defect 
and had to have part of his 
toes removed.

Lucky was hit by a car and 
is paralyzed, but he’s lucky 
to be one of the canine res-
idents who call Joshua’s 
House Golden Retriever 
Rescue and Sanctuary in Le-
canto their home.

They’re slobbery and 
uber-friendly and can be like 
a pack of furry, tail-wagging, 
barking bulldozers when 
someone new comes to visit, 
but Joshua’s House founder 
Ellen Pavlik wouldn’t have it 
any other way.

“I retired so I could do 
this,” Pavlik said, “this” be-
ing caring for mistreated, in-
jured, discarded and abused 
Golden Retrievers and Gold-
en Doodles, and sometimes 
other dog breeds, “but no 
biters,” she said.

It all began with Joshua.
Pavlik had been involved 

in animal rescue for years, 
but it was a dog here, a dog 
there, all while she worked 
as practice manager for 

Midway Animal Hospital in 
Homosassa for more than 30 
years.

A woman had brought in 
a puppy to Midway that had 
been severely abused by a 
neighbor.

“He had a bandage on his 
rear leg and the other leg 
was broken. That was Josh-
ua,” Pavlik said.

The puppy was so dam-
aged that one leg had to be 
amputated and he had to 

undergo specialized surgery 
on his hips.

Joshua came home to be 
cared for by Pavlik, became 
the boss of the house and 
worked as a certified thera-
py dog.

Joshua died in December 
2018 at age 13.

But his name lives on at 
the rescue and sanctuary 
that bears his name.

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Joshua’s House bookkeeper Karen Cuttone brushes Titan, a golden retriever that was brought to Joshua’s House Golden Retriever Rescue and Sanctuary from South 
Korea at 6 months of age.

Joshua’s House president and CEO Ellen Pavlik, left, and bookkeeper Karen Cutton work to attach 
a device to the back end of Lucky, a rescued golden retriever that has a broken back. The two-
wheeled contraption helps the dog’s mobility.

Joshua’s House is a Lecanto-based dog rescue.

Inverness rethinks banning used merchandise from outdoor displays
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

It can be a fine line be-
tween one Inverness busi-
ness leaving merchandise 
outdoors to attract custom-
ers and another perpetually 
leaving secondhand wares 
in its parking lot like a nev-
er-ending garage sale.

Inverness city staff re-
cently learned that the hard 
way after the city’s code 
enforcement magistrate sid-
ed with a thrift store owner 
when code enforcement of-
ficials accused Nature Coast 
Charity & Thrift Store of 
keeping some of its used 

merchandise outside, creat-
ing an unsafe condition.

City Manager Eric Wil-
liams brought back to the 
City Council during its 
regularly scheduled public 
meeting proposed changes 
to the city’s ordinance.

The proposed change in 
the ordinance that would 
have affected the thrift store 
owner in question, David 
Fisher, read, “The condition 
of the displayed merchan-
dise must be new. Used or 
resale items must be kept 
in a completely enclosed 
building.”

If approved, that would 
have ended the problem 

with the thrift store, but also 
opened a can of worms for 
many other businesses.

The council decided to 
hold off.

Cindy DeVries owns an 
antique shop across the 
street from City Hall and 
has outdoor merchandise, 
including iron gates, a 
150-pound fire hydrant, and 
a large statue of an angel.

By definition, antiques are 
used merchandise, DeVries 
told the council.

It wouldn’t be practical to 
try and haul inside that kind 
of merchandise, nor bring 
it inside every evening, she 
said.

“Please don’t let one bad 
apple spoil it for the rest of 
it,” DeVries said.

Robert Dudley, of Dud-
ley’s Auction and Estate Ser-
vices, said that the proposed 
ordinance “unfairly targets 
one segment of businesses” 
and was “Un-American.”

The Dudley auction busi-
ness is outside Inverness 
city limits

Councilwoman Linda 
Bega listed city businesses 
that displayed merchandise 
outdoors, including cloth-
ing, and said those busi-
nesses would be hurt by a 
change in the ordinance.

But Williams replied that 

the businesses Bega men-
tioned brought in their dis-
played merchandise when 
the stores closed.

Williams told the council 
that changing a city ordi-
nance will correct a prob-
lem, but often has unintend-
ed consequences.

Given that concerned local 
business owners contacted 
him after the council agen-
da was published, Williams 
said, he wanted the council 
to discuss the problem, po-
tential ordinance changes, 
and see if the council want-
ed to go along with the mag-
istrate’s ruling.

He said it wasn’t necessary 

for the council to decide on 
ordinance changes now.

Instead, Williams said, he 
would ask city staff to meet 
with the code enforcement 
magistrate and discuss the 
city’s goals and what the 
magistrate could support 
to remedy the problem of 
displaying merchandise not 
meant for outdoor displays, 
such as upholstered furni-
ture and clothing.

Council President Cabot 
McBride said of the pro-
posed ordinance, “there are 
some flaws we need to take 
care.”
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