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COVID-19 cases continue to climb in Marion
By SEAN ARNOLD
Marion Citizen

Marion County reported 
964 new COVID-19 cas-
es for the final seven days 
of June. The count was up 
from 791 cases the previous 
week.

The data doesn’t include 
positive home tests that 
weren’t reported.

The positivity rate, which 
is a better indicator of 
COVID-19 saturation in 
the community, was 18.1 
percent, up from 13.9 per-

cent the previous week. The 
statewide positivity rate was 
19.4 percent.

Marion County, much 
like the state and country, 
has seen a sharp rise in cas-
es over the past couple of 
months. Marion was averag-
ing 20.3 new cases per week 
in mid-April, with a positiv-
ity rate of 3.5%.

“The new report clearly 
shows that COVID-19 still 
infects a significant portion 
of our community,” said 
Sherry Duncan, assistant di-
rector of the Department of 

Health in Marion County.
“We continue to emphasize 

that good personal hygiene, 
beginning with hand-wash-
ing, and staying home if 
you are sick are important 
to slowing the spread of the 
virus. We also recommend 
that our residents take any 
other precautions they be-
lieve are necessary to main-
tain their own good health.”

In its latest release, the 
Department also reminded 
county residents that vac-
cines may help reduce seri-
ous illness and hospitaliza-

tions from COVID-19.
Vaccines remain available 

throughout the county at 
many pharmacies, doctor’s 
offices, health clinics and 
health centers, and the De-
partment of Health provides 
free COVID-19 vaccina-
tions from 8:30–11:30 a.m. 
and 1–4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at its main 
office, 1801 SE 32nd Ave., 
Ocala. No appointment is 
necessary. Walk-ins are wel-
come.

Visit floridahealthcovid19.
gov to learn more about vac-

cine locations.
Adults and children ages 

12 to 17 are now eligible for 
a booster shot five months 
after their primary series is 
completed.

Visit floridahealthcovid19.
gov for testing sites.

For information on home 
tests, visit: www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
testing/self-testing.html

Anyone 12 and older who 
is considered at high risk for 
severe illness is eligible for 
Monoclonal antibody thera-
py, which can help prevent 

severe illness, hospitaliza-
tion and death in high-risk 
patients.

Additionally, AstraZen-
eca’s Evusheld, Pfizer’s 
Paxlovid and Merck’s mol-
nupiravir, which can be 
administered with a physi-
cian’s prescription, are avail-
able for Florida patients.

For more on monoclonal 
antibody treatment and 
other therapeutics, visit 
floridahealthcovid19.gov 
and click the “Treatment 
Locator” tab at the top of the 
page.
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Happy birthday and many more, Randy Howe, from all your friends from the Oak Run community. Pictured with Howe at a 
birthday celebration are, from left: Shelby Lamb, Micky Hoey, Maria Pontillo, Debbie Alberti, Kathy Lee Johnson, Debbie Fawley 
and, the man of the day, Randy Howe, seated.

OAK RUN COMMUNITY SENDS 

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ‘ONE 

AND ONLY’ RANDY HOWE

Misprinted zip code 
on voter cards won’t 
affect voting status
By MARION CITIZEN

As a result of the new de-
cennial precinct and con-
gressional district changes, 
Marion County Supervisor 
of Elections office began 
mailing out updated voter 
information cards to reg-
istered County residents at 
the end of June.

Some voters have received 
cards with an incorrect res-
idential zip code – 86503, 
an Arizona zip code. Resi-
dents in southwest Marion 
County, in particular, are 
among the residents who 

have reported receiving 
voting cards with the error.

The Elections office has 
reported that residents’ 
voting status is not affected 
by the misprinted zip 
code. Voters can verify 
their information at 
www.votemarion.gov/
myvoterinfo.

If you’ve received an in-
correct zip code and would 
like a new card, contact the 
Supervisor of Elections of-
fice at 352-620-3290, and 
981 NE 16th St, Ocala, FL 
34470. Its website is www.
VoteMarion.org.

Fairfield Villagers enjoy happy 
celebration for nation’s birthday 

As evident in the accompany-
ing photos, Fairfield Villagers 

enjoyed one of the best and biggest 
celebrations in recent memory on 
Saturday, July 2, in the Fairfield Vil-

lage (FFV) clubhouse, 
beginning at 4 p.m.

Earlier, at noon, 
there was a big parade 
of decorated golf 
carts, scooters, etc. 
through the neighbor-
hood with a large con-
tingent of friends and 
neighbors coming out 
to support the event, 
smiling, cheering and 
waving American 
flags. It was such fun 

after the past two years of so much 
seclusion because of Covid-19. 
Happiness and celebration were the 
words of the day.

We in Fairfield Village, “the lively 
place filled with lovely (and patriot-
ic) people,” certainly hope everyone 
enjoyed celebrating our nation’s 
birthday No. 246 as much as we did.

Thank you to all who love, serve, 
protect, and defend our great nation. 
May the U.S.A. continue to be what 
it was created to be by our wise 
founding fathers.

Our prayer from Fairfield Village is: 
“God, please continue to Bless our 
wonderful home, America!” Amen.

Priscilla Barnett / For the Citizen

Ray Dean gives a big birthday hug to Fairfield Village’s No. 1 neighbor, Ethel Dearing, 
who celebrated her 96th birthday with all of the love and best wishes from every in 
Fairfield Village. See more photos of Fairfield Village’s Fourth of July celebration inside. 
More photos on A15.

Priscilla
Barnett
Fairfield  
Village Living

NEWS BRIEFS
Correction

The photos on page A10 in 
the July 1 edition of the Mar-
ion Citizen as part of the ar-
ticle, “100 Days of Summer 
Dinners at Spruce Creek,” 
were taken by Greg Higgins. 
The photos were incorrectly 
attributed.

Meet the author 
event in Dunnellon

Local author and columnist 
Mary Ellen Saladino will be 
hosting a meet the author 
and book signing event at 
Sweetie’s Café & Tea House 
in Dunnellon on July 15.

Meet Saladino on the 
Sweetie’s side porch from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. or later 
where she’ll sign books and 
talk about her paranormal 
romance novel, “The Love 
Letter GHOST.” Purchase a 
book at the event and receive 
a free fountain pen while 
supplies last. Enjoy a deli-
cious breakfast or lunch at 
Sweetie’s, visit Mary Ellen, 
then walk across the court-
yard and shop at Grumbles 
House.

Sweetie’s Café (352-216-
2510) is located at 20789 
Walnut St., Dunnellon.

Musical night at the 
Dunnellon Depot

Need something to do on 
Friday, July 22?

On stage at the Dunnellon 
Historic Train Depot will 
be Patrick Foy beginning at 
7 p.m. Foy will bring to the 
stage a repatriate of easy 
listening rock n’ roll songs 
from the 60s and 70s. He is 
on stage until 9 p.m.

But before his appearance, 
the doors open at 5 p.m. and 
volunteers will serve up a 
tasty array of foods. Always 
on the menu are: Cubans, 
gourmet grilled cheese 
sandwiches, hobo stew, glu-
ten-free veggie wraps and 
desserts. Food is served from 
5 to 8 p.m.

A $5 fee is collected at the 
door to help pay for the mu-
sical offering of the evening.

The Depot is located at 
12061 S Williams St., Dun-
nellon.

Spy Science exhibit 
opens at Ocala’s 
Discovery Center

The Discovery Center’s 

newest exhibit, Spy Science, 
recently opened to the pub-
lic and will be on display 
through Saturday, Sept. 17, 
at the Discovery Center, 701 
NE Sanchez Ave, Ocala. The 
exhibit will be open Tues-
days through Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Discover the history, sci-
ence and even the Holly-
wood connections within the 
spy industry, when this new 
exhibit takes visitors inside 
the world of espionage.

Go undercover as an 
“Agent of Discovery” to find 
out the secret identity of the 
spy villain and solve puz-
zles and challenges to find 
him. Learn how disguises 
help spies to catch the bad 
guy and even rescue people. 
Crawl through the villain’s 
lair while looking for clues 
hidden in everyday objects.

Guests can create their own 
secret decoders and use them 
to solve encrypted messages. 
Play with spy gadgets like 
periscopes, voice changers 
and lasers. Solve our jewel 
heist labyrinth and more.

General admission to the 
Discovery Center is $8 per 
person or $28 for a family of 
four. Annual memberships 
are also available for indi-
viduals and families.

By reservation only, Star-
Lab Planetarium shows are 
held on Saturdays and tick-
ets are $30 per ten-person 
group. Guests are encour-
aged to call ahead to book a 
reservation time for the plan-
etarium. An alternative Plan-
etarium-like show, NASA 
Solar System Exploration, is 
also available for a $3 add-
on to the price of general 
admission.

This exhibit is sponsored 
by Marion Rotary Duck 
Derby, Ocala Electric Util-
ities, Fun4Ocala Kids and 
Duke Energy.

For more information, 
please call 352-401-
3900 or visit www.
mydiscoverycenter.org.

‘A Floral 
Retrospective’ by 
Gregory Dirr opens

The exhibit, A Floral Ret-
rospective by Gregory Dirr, 
opens Thursday, July 7, and 
will be on display through 
Friday, December 9, 9 a.m. 

See BRIEFS, page A6
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8820 SWHwy 200, Unit A
Ocala, FL 34471

21 quality, used carts to choose from

(352) 854-0203

Overstocked
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