
Our 125th Year, 31st Issue

Thursday, August 11, 2022

Published Weekly, Read Daily

Serving Wakulla County for 125 years
$1

One section

IN BRIEF
School starts 
Aug.  11 for 
Wakulla County

Classes resume for all 
public schools in Wakul-
la County on Thursday, 
Aug. 11. This is an early 
release day. Drivers are 
encouraged to pay at-
tention to school speed 
zones, school buses and 
pedestrian crossings fre-
quented by students. Al-
low a little extra travel 
time.

Wakulla County 
to offer free 
breakfast, lunch 
to all students

All Wakulla County 
School District schools 
are participating in the 
USDA Community Eli-
gibility Provision (CEP) 
for the 2022-23 school 
year. This means they will 
be able to serve healthy 
breakfast and lunch at no 
charge to all students re-
gardless of their meal el-
igibility status. No action 
is necessary by parents or 
guardians. Children at-
tending Wakulla County 
Schools will be able to 
participate in these meals 
programs without paying 
any fees or submitting 
applications. For informa-
tion, call Kathleen New-
ton at 850-926-0065, ext. 
9521, or email Kathleen.
Newton@wcsb.us.

No St. Marks 
City Commission 
meeting Thursday

The regular monthly St. 
Marks City Commission 
meeting set for 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 11, has 
been canceled for lack of 
a quorum.

Road work 
continues in area

Drivers will encounter 
traffic disruptions on the 
following state roads in 
area as crews perform 
construction and mainte-
nance activities:

 ■ U.S. 98 Resurfacing 
from East of U.S. 319 
(Crawfordville Highway) 
to West of the Wakulla 
River Bridge – Motorists 
will encounter intermit-
tent lane closures from 
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
through Friday, Aug. 12, 
for paving operations.

 ■ U.S. 98 Coastal 
Highway Bike Path – 
Motorists may encounter 

Information on Page B4 
of the Thursday, July  28, 
2022, edition of the 
Wakulla News, “Wakulla 
County Primary Election 
Information,” contained 
an incorrect phone num-
ber for the Supervisor of 
Elections office. The cor-
rect number is 850-926-
7575. The News regrets 
the error.

CORRECTION

See BRIEF, page A5

Scammers snag county payment to contractor
By CHERI HARRIS
Editor

From the Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office to FDLE and the FBI, 
a number of law enforcement agen-
cies have been working to track 
down scammers suspected of pur-

loining a payment of more than 
$195,000 sent by Wakulla County 
to pay a contractor, Shoreline Foun-
dation, which investigators discov-
ered was the victim of a business 
email compromise.

Shoreline Foundation has worked 
on rebuilding the pier at Mashes 

Sands, and the county’s bill for the 
work completed thus far was about 
$500,000.

According to a July 28 admin-
istrative report from the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office , Steven 
Baird, the finance director for the 
Clerk of Court’s Office who also 

functions as the county’s budget, 
finance and accounting director, 
reported April  21 to the sheriff’s 
office that about $500,000 was pos-
sibly missing from county coffers.

This prompted the investigation.

Sonja Moore of Sonja Hair-
styles had this to say about 

why she donated her services 
for the back-to-school event: 

“to add smiles to children’s 
faces and give moms and dads 

more time in the morning.”
Gerald Brown / For the News

Going back to school in style
The 12th annual Back to 

School Drive-Thru Back-
pack Giveaway on Saturday 
drew a host of volunteers as 
well as students and fami-
lies seeking back-to-school 
gear to Wakulla Community 
Center. In addition to school 
supplies, young scholars 
could also take advantage 
of free haircuts, physicals 
and more. See more photos 
from the event on Page 2.

County 
adopts 
45-day halt 
for new 
sewer lines

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

On Aug. 1, the Wakulla 
County Board of County 
Commissioners authorized 
an Emergency Ordinance 
establishing a 45-day mor-
atorium on new sewer con-
nections for homes that are 
served by Hickory Park and 
Wakulla Gardens Master 
Lift Stations located in the 
Crawfordville service area.

Building permits will 
continue to be approved in 
this area with sewer con-
nection and Certificates 
of Occupancy contingent 
upon the restoration of suf-
ficient capacity in the col-
lection system.

The county anticipated 
having issues with the col-
lection system as it nears 
capacity and acted ahead of 
any environmental issues.

The county administrator 
may authorize an applicant 
to reserve capacity in the 
sewer system or connect 
to it if that applicant en-
ters into a developer agree-
ment to ensure connections 
can be accommodated in a 
manner that will allow the 
sewer system to function 
in accordance with all reg-
ulatory and permit require-
ments.

Following a recent anal-
ysis of the county’s sewer 
system, officials deter-
mined several critical com-
ponents of the system are 
at, or near, capacity in ar-
eas served by the Hickory 
Park and Wakulla Gardens 
master lift stations. After 
taking corrective measures, 
pump times and flow rates 
of lift stations will be mon-
itored for 30 days to de-
termine if the system has 
stabilized and can handle 
an increase in capacity. Of-
ficials will review the data 
recorded to determine if the 
moratorium can be lifted. 
The county has identified 
potential remedies which 

Emergency ordinance 
applies to new sewer 
connections served 
by Hickory Park and 
Wakulla Gardens 
master lift stations

See SEWER, page A5

Publix opens in Wakulla County
By CHERI HARRIS
Editor

Publix supermarket 
opened at 7 a.m. at Craw-
fordville Commons, to the 
delight of shoppers lined 
up outside to be among the 
first inside the new store.

Jefferson Mabe, a Publix 
marketing director, said 
the store has about 45,000 
square feet and includes 
features not all stores have, 
such as a café seating area 
near the bakery.

He said the store’s bakery 

is an example of the su-
permarket chain’s “bakery 
of the future,” where they 
introduce items such as 
hot breakfast sandwiches, 
and hot desserts – or warm 
cookies.

The store employs about 
125 people, with approxi-
mately 60 percent as full-

time employees and the 
others working part-time.

The bakery manager, 
Noddie Teegen, is excited 
because, after working 36 
years at Publix, most re-
cently at the Tallahassee 
Southwood store, her com-
mute to work is now down 
to 3 minutes.

“I know everybody here,” 
she said. “I live here. It’s 
like heaven to me.”

She said she has co-work-
ers who also live in the 
county and have transferred 
to the new store.

Chase Ranew, the store’s 
produce manager, said the 
produce department has a 
new “evergreen” color for 
the tables to “really make 
the colors pop.”

Christopher Burdette is 
another Wakulla resident 

Cheri Harris / Wakulla News

The Publix gator mascot was on hand for photo opps when the newly constructed store opened Thursday, Aug. 4, at Crawfordville 
Commons.

The store employs about 125 people, 

with approximately 60 percent as full-time 

employees and the others working part-time.

See PUBLIX, page A15

See SCAMMERS, page A7

PAID BY BRIAN MILLER FOR WAKULLA COUNTY JUDGE
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Paid by Eddie Evans for Wakulla County Judge, Group One.www.EddieEvansForWakullaJudge.com

Legal Background and Service:

• General Counsel for the State Attorney’s Office, Second

Circuit, which includes Wakulla and the 5 surrounding

counties.

• Assistant State Attorney since 1992 keeping our community

safe by prosecuting those who have committed crimes.

• State Attorney Office’s Wakulla Division Chief 1996-1998.

• Over 100 jury trials in both the criminal and civil divisions of

the court.

• 30 year member of the Florida Bar.

• Served 20 years on the Sopchoppy City Council.

• Currently serving as a deacon in his church.PROVEN EXPERIENCE AND SERVICE
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