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Honoring all who served
Wakulla County government and 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 4538 honored those who have 
served in the U.S. military during 
the annual Veterans Day Parade and 
Ceremony on Saturday, Nov. 5, in 
Crawfordville.

This year’s theme: “Honor and 
Service.” To kick off the day, veter-
ans and their families were invited 

to a breakfast at the Wakulla Com-
munity Center in Crawfordville.

The annual parade down Craw-
fordville Highway allowed local 
participants and veterans the oppor-
tunity to march down Crawfordville 
Highway, showcasing troops, mil-
itary organizations, school bands, 
county government, and many 
others. Veterans had the opportuni-

ty to walk in the parade or ride on 
the VFW float. Spectators waved at 
the parade participants, and plenty 
of kids loaded up on candy tossed 
from those in the parade.

Shortly after the parade, the Vet-
erans Day Ceremony began at the 
Wakulla County Community Center, 
with the posting of the colors by the 
Wakulla High School NJROTC Ca-

dets. The keynote speaker for the cer-
emony was Chaplain Robert Sutton.

The event included traditional 
military vehicle displays and Veter-
ans Affairs, healthcare, and housing 
informational vendors. Following 
the ceremony, veterans and their 
families had the opportunity to en-
joy a box lunch provided by Mis-
sion BBQ. More photos, page A2.

Gerald Brown / For the News

Chaplain Robert Sutton addresses the audience Saturday, Nov. 5, during the Veterans Day program at the Wakulla Community Center. He was the keynote speaker.

Man 
faces 
child 
sexual 
battery 
charge
By CHERI HARRIS MARTIN
Editor

A 54-year-old man is ac-
cused of sexual battery on 
a child younger than 12 
years old. According to 

a Wakul-
la County 
She r i ff ’s 
Office of-
fense re-
port, the 
r e p o r t e d 
abuse be-
gan when 
the child 

was 4 and lasted until age 
8; the child has not had 
contact with Searfoss for 
about six years.

According to the Wakul-
la County Sheriff’s Office 
report, which has been 
redacted due to the age of 
the alleged victim, Paul 
Edward Searfoss coerced 
the child, who was known 
to Searfoss, into having 
sexual contact with him.

The child, accompanied 
by the child’s mother, first 
disclosed details of the 
alleged abuse to law en-
forcement during an Oct. 
24 interview, and provid-
ed a written statement.

According to the WCSO 
offense report, when the 
WCSO investigator was 
unsuccessful in reaching 
Searfoss by phone or at 
his residence, he was able 
to speak on Sept. 15 with 
Warden Allen at Sear-
foss’s place of employ-
ment, Wakulla Correc-
tional Institute.

According to the report, 
Allen told WCSO that 
Searfoss had called into 
work and said he would 
be out for a while to take 
care of some business, 
explaining that Searfoss 
found a WCSO detec-
tive’s business card and 
knew of the nature of the 

SEARFOSS

The Wakulla News 
deadlines for the Nov. 24 
edition will be early for 
the Thanksgiving holi-
day. 

Display advertising 
deadline, including 
Thanksgiving Message 
ads, is noon Wednesday, 
Nov. 16. For information, 
call Advertising Account 
Executive Nancy Floyd 
Richardson at 850-926-
7103. 

Deadline for classifieds 
is noon Friday, Nov. 18. 
Submitted editorial con-
tent deadline is noon 
Thursday, Nov. 17. 

The Wakulla News 
office will be closed 
Thursday, Nov. 24, and 
Friday, Nov. 25, for 
Thanksgiving.

Early deadlines 
for upcoming 
Thanksgiving 

holiday

Triumph Gulf Coast votes 
to aid county with upgrades
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

DESTIN — On Nov. 3, the Tri-
umph Gulf Coast Board of Direc-
tors voted to initiate negotiations 
for the Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioner’s grant pro-
posal to purchase and build a new 
county-wide emergency communi-
cations system. The proposal, pre-
sented to Triumph by County Com-
missioner Ralph Thomas, requested 
grant funding of up to $11 million 
for the project with a county capital 
contribution of $1 million.

Triumph Gulf Coast Inc. is a non-
profit corporation that adminis-
ters funds recovered for economic 
damages from the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill. The Board admin-
isters the allocation of funds for the 
recovery, diversification, and en-
hancement of the eight Northwest 
Florida counties disproportionally 
impacted by the oil spill, including 
Wakulla.

“The funding for this emergen-

cy communications system is im-
perative to the continued safety of 
our citizens and efficiency of our 
emergency response and public 
safety agencies,” said County Ad-
ministrator David Edwards. “The 
new system will increase coverage 
throughout Wakulla and enhance 
our communication capability with 
federal, state, and local public safe-
ty and first responder agencies.”

The current microwave-based sys-
tem was installed in 2001, and has 
slowly deteriorated and become in-
compatible with those used by part-
nering public safety agencies. The 
county began pursuing funding for 
the project in 2015.

“I would like to thank Triumph 
Board Member Leslie Weiss for 
advocating for the safety of our 
citizens,” said Wakulla County 
Commission Chair Quincee Mess-
ersmith. “I would also like to thank 
all of the county officials and state 
representatives who attended the 
meeting in support of our proposal.”

FDOE names three county 
‘Schools of Excellence’
By DANIEL LILLY
Director of Informational Services

Wakulla County Schools 

Crawfordville Elementary 
School, Shadeville Elementary 
School and Wakulla High School 
are on the list of Florida Depart-
ment of Education’s recently re-
leased “Schools of Excellence.”

To be designated a “School of 
Excellence,” a school must meet 
an 80 percent threshold of possible 
points earned in the FDOE school 
grade designation for at least two 
of the past three school years.

Crawfordville and Shadeville 
both earned 79.9 percent of the 
possible points for elementary 
schools for the 2021-22 school 
year.

Both elementary schools earned 
“A” school grades for the 2021-22 
school year, and all three schools 
earned “A” designations for the 
past two measured school years.

Areas in which schools are grad-

ed include: the percent of students 
at or above grade level in English 
Language Arts (ELA), Math, So-
cial Studies, and Science on stan-
dardized state tests.

High schools have extra areas 
graded, such as: College Dual 
Enrollment courses passed, Ad-
vanced Placement scores, Industry 
Certifications earned, and Gradua-
tion Rate.

Another key factor in earning 
80 percent or above of possible 
school grade points is measuring 
student growth from year to year. 

State aims to reduce overdose deaths with free Naloxone
By CHERI HARRIS MARTIN
Editor

The Department of Health 
in Wakulla County an-
nounced in a press release 
Friday, Nov. 4, that the Flor-
ida Department of Health 
location in Crawfordville 
has free Naloxone to reduce 

overdose deaths.
Naloxone can be used to 

counteract the effects of 
opioid drug overdose.

Sherry Bramblett, a nurse 
practitioner and director 
of nursing at the Wakulla 
Health Department, told 
The Wakulla News that the 
Naloxone nasal spray avail-

able for free comes in a box 
containing two containers 
of the nasal spray, as well 
as instructions on how to 
use it.

While Naloxone can be 
used to prevent deaths from 
fentanyl overdose, Bram-
blett said Naloxone is an 
“opioid antagonist,” and 

could reverse the effects of 
any opioid overdose, such 
as oxycodone and hydroco-
done, within minutes.

Bramblett said the Nalox-
one is being made available 
statewide through DCF’s 
iSaveFL overdose edu-
cation program. She said 
health departments in all 67 

counties will have Nalox-
one, and having it available 
here is not in response to 
an uptick in local overdose 
events. She said she is not 
aware of local fentanyl or 
overdose events being re-
ported to the local health 

High schools have extra areas 

graded, such as: College Dual 

Enrollment courses passed, 

Advanced Placement scores, 

Industry Certifications earned, 

and Graduation Rate.

See CHARGE, page A5

See NALOXONE, page A13

See SCHOOLS, page A9

Quincee Messersmith, Fred Nichols II win
By CHERI HARRIS MARTIN
Editor

Fred Nichols II will be joining the 
Wakulla County Commission to 
represent District 2, and incumbent 
District 4 Commissioner Quincee 
Messersmith will serve another 
term.

“I am so excited to represent the 
citizens of Wakulla,” Messersmith 

said. “Kindness always wins.”
Challenger Samuel McGrew said, 

“I just want to thank everyone who 
came out and supported me. I was 
excited. I enjoyed every bit of it. I 
got a chance to meet a lot of amaz-
ing people, and I’m thankful.”

Nichols won over challenger John 
Quinton, Democrat.

Nichols had this to say on Elec-
tion Night: “I am overwhelmed 

by the support that 
I have received! I 
would like to thank 
my family, friends 
and community. 
I look forward to 
serving the citizens 
of Wakulla.”

Quinton conceded 
at 7:37 p.m., with 11 of 12 pre-
cincts showing that at that time he 

had 32.87 percent of the vote (4,834 
votes) and Nichols had 67.13 per-
cent (9,874 votes): “I am thankful 
for the opportunity to have run in 
this election. The best part was all 
the new and wonderful people I 
met along the way. Thank you for 
sharing your concerns about rap-
id growth and about threats to our 

See ELECTION, page A5

NICHOLS


