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Citrus home sales drop; buyers have more options
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Sales of single-family 
homes nosedived in Janu-
ary.

Florida Realtors released 
new data this week showing 
195 closed sales last month, 
compared to 302 a year ago 
– a 35.4 percent drop.

Gone are the days when 
homeowners put their homes 
on the market and they had 
multiple offers before the ink 
dried on the listing.

The median time to a sale 
was 86 days in January. The 
pendulum has shifted from 
a seller’s market to that of 
a buyer.

“ E v e n 
though actu-
al closings 
are slowing 
down, the 
leads are up 
wildly,” said 
Amy Meek, 
broker-asso-

ciate with Meek Real Estate 
in Crystal River.

Meek said buyers don’t 
have to rush into sales 
anymore and can compare 
properties.

“They didn’t have time to 
think about it before,” she 
said. “They’re taking more 
time.”

The median sale price for 
homes continues to rise: 

from $255,000 one year ago 
to $282,000 in January. The 
median is the midpoint; half 
the homes sold for more, 
half for less.

Other takeaways from the 
Florida Realtors January re-
port:

 ■ New listings: 350, 
down 2.2 percent from 358 
a year ago

Falling sales resulted in 
a 161 percent rise in active 
home listings inventory in 
Citrus County from 348 a 
year ago to 908 this January.

 ■ Only 80 people paid cash 
for their home in January, 
compared to 127 a year ago.
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The state’s housing market is showing signs of cooling off.
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Young park ranger finds home 
at Homosassa Wildlife Park
By GEORGIA SULLIVAN
Chronicle Reporter

From volunteer to Park 
Ranger and Animal Enrich-
ment Coordinator, Maken-
zie Shaw has spent nearly 
half her life caring for the 
animals at Ellie Schiller 
Homosassa Springs Wild-
life State Park – and she’s 
only 21.

She began volunteering at 
the park when she was 12 
years old, making her the 
youngest to ever volunteer 
there at the time.

Volunteers are not, how-
ever, immune to any of the 
daily poop-scooping or ex-
hibit cleaning. Shaw doesn’t 
mind that at all, though, be-
cause every day is different, 
she said.

“That’s the nice thing 
about a job like this, every 
day is different. You could 
be working the same shift 
for seven days in a row and 
it could still be different ev-
ery single day because you 
never know what’s going to 
happen and it makes it real-
ly exciting,” Shaw said.

She’s always had a passion 
for wildlife and the natural 
world. In middle school, 
she was able to attend Bus-
ch Gardens and Sea World 
summer camps where she 
got to work with the keep-
ers at each park and it was 
a “major turning point” for 
her.

“I was like ‘I could do this 
every day for the rest of my 
life,’” Shaw said. “We’re 
picking up kangaroo poop 
at Busch Gardens and I was 
like ‘this is amazing, I love 
it.’”

Now Shaw is working 

on her degree online while 
working full time at the 
park, having been promot-
ed to a full-time park rang-
er position in August 2022. 
She’s currently getting her 
bachelor’s in environmental 
science and policy from the 
University of South Florida.

As a park ranger, her daily 
duties typically depend on 
whether she has the opening 
or closing shift at the park, 
but generally they consist 
of cleaning the exhibits and 
feeding the animals at cer-
tain times throughout the 
day.

On an opening shift, she 
takes care of Lu the Hip-
popotamus, cleaning off 
his beach and feeding him 
in the mornings. Then she 
feeds the birds in the shore-
bird aviary, aka the pelicans 

and flamingos.
Then she cleans the night 

houses for the birds, which 
is where they stay during 
the night to keep them safe 
from potential predators 
since most birds at the park 
have wing injuries making 
them unable to fly. Once 
all that is done, she’ll do 
some exhibit maintenance, 
such as changing perch-
ing around for the birds or 
cleaning up exhibits.

On a closing shift, she 
cleans up the deer yard and 
feeds them, changes their 
hay and does some enrich-
ment with them.

“We might do a puzzle 
feeder for the deer and give 
them produce every day,” 
Shaw said. “Their favorite 
currently is pumpkin, so 
we might have a PVC puz-

zle feeder and put pieces of 
pumpkin in it, so they have 
to work at it through the 
day.”

As Animal Enrichment 
Coordinator, an extra duty 
she earned recently, she and 
her team of volunteers try 
to do enrichment at least 
twice a day with all of the 
animals.

“So in the mornings when 
we’re letting the animals 
out, we’re putting things in 
exhibits like different spic-
es, or a new ball or scratch-
ing post, or even fecal ma-
terial from another species 
to kind of get them excited 
and giving them something 
new every day and encour-
age their natural behaviors,” 
Shaw said.
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Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs State Wildlife Park Ranger Makenzie Shaw tosses fish to a group of white and brown pelicans 
Thursday morning, Feb. 23, as part of her workday.

A host of white and brown pelicans compete for food as Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs State 
Wildlife Park Ranger Makenzie Shaw feeds the birds Thursday morning, Feb. 23.
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A person sits in front of the pop-up memorial for slain Spec-
trum News 13 journalist Dylan Lyons at the University of Cen-
tral Florida Nicholson School of Communications in Orlando on 
Thursday. Lyons, a graduate of UCF, was shot and killed while 
covering a homicide in Orlando on Wednesday.

Young gymnast  
among three killed in 
shootings near Orlando

ORLANDO (AP) — At 
age 9, T’yonna Major ex-
celled at her school work 
and in gymnastics, shown 
flexing her arms after com-
petitions with newly won 
medals around her neck in 
photos her proud dad post-
ed on social media.

“She was a light to ev-
eryone that knew her,” the 
girl’s father, Tokiyo Major, 
posted on the fundraising 
site GoFundMe, where he 
has asked for donations to 
help pay for his daughter’s 
funeral. “She was every-
thing to us.”

T’yonna was killed 
Wednesday when a gun-
man barged into her home 
outside Orlando and shot 
the third-grader and her 
mother, who survived the 
attack. The Orange Coun-
ty sheriff said the same 
assailant killed two other 
people in the Pine Hills 
area – a TV journalist shot 
in a vehicle outside and a 
38-year-old woman slain 
hours earlier in the same 
neighborhood.

Sheriff John Mina said 
the victims appear to have 
been killed at random.

Grieving families and 
friends of the victims are 
still trying to come to terms 
with the bloody rampage. 
A least two vigils in their 
memory were planned Fri-
day evening.

Julie Schroeder, who has 
has worked with T’yonna’s 
father for nearly a decade, 
described the girl’s family 
as loving and close. She 
described T’yonna as pre-
cocious, with grades at the 
top of her class and reading 
two grade levels above her 
age group, as well as affec-
tionate and polite.

“She loved deeply when 
you’re around her,” Schro-
eder told WESH-TV. “She 
always hugged you and she 
always referred to you as 
Mr. and Mrs. because re-
spect was very big in their 
family.”

Her father wrote that 
T’yonna was also an 
“amazing gymnast,” often 

referred to by her coaches 
as “the next Gabby Doug-
las.”

Authorities arrested 
19-year-old Keith Melvin 
Moses at the scene and 

c h a r g e d 
him with 
m u r d e r . 
The public 
defender’s 
office for 
Orange and 
O s c e o l a 
c o u n t i e s , 
which is 

representing Moses, has 
declined to comment.

The first victim, 38-year-
old Natacha Augustin, 
was killed late Wednesday 
morning. A man who iden-
tified himself as Moses’ 
cousin told investigators 
that he was driving around 
with Augustin when he 
spotted Moses and offered 
him a ride, according to an 
arrest affidavit.

The witness, whose name 
was redacted from the affi-
davit, said Moses climbed 
into the backseat behind 
Augustin, who was fatally 
shot about 30 seconds later 
before Moses fled on foot.

Hours later, news crews 
at the scene of the shooting 
included Spectrum News 
13 reporter Dylan Lyons 
and photographer Jesse 
Walden. They found them-
selves caught in a another 
round of gunshots, which 
the sheriff said were also 
fired by Moses when he re-
turned five hours after the 
first shooting.

Lyons, 24, was killed by 
gunfire while sitting inside 
an unmarked news vehicle. 
Walden was wounded and 
taken to a hospital.

“You’re losing a friend,” 
Walden said of Lyons from 
his hospital bed. “You’re 
not losing an acquaintance 
or just coworker – it’s 
someone that made work-
ing fun.”

Walden said he and Ly-
ons both started working 
a the TV around the same 
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