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Mailing house apologizes for errors on Marion County voter cards
By SEAN ARNOLD
Marion Citizen

Beginning late in June, the 
Marion County Supervisor 
of Elections Office began 
mailing out updated voter 
information cards to regis-
tered voters in the county 
to reflect new districts and 
precincts. Some residents 
later reported receiving an 
incorrect zip code on their 
cards which belonged to an 
area in Arizona.

As the Office investigat-
ed the extent of the error 
last week, it also learned 
some residents received the 
wrong district number for 
the County Commission, 
said Marion County Super-
visor of Elections Wesley 
Wilcox.

On July 6, Quality Print-
ing and Mailing, a Gaines-
ville, Florida, mailing 
house responsible for print-
ing the cards, provided 
an apology to the Marion 

County Supervisor of Elec-
tions for the errors.

In addition to an apolo-
gy, Tito Calvo, manager 
at Quality, wrote, “Due to 
the volume, we divided the 
mailings into three batch-
es. Although the proofs we 
provided and your team 
reviewed were complete-

ly accurate, at some point 
during the second batch 
some of the data being 
printed became distorted. 
We are currently assessing 
our procedures to try and 
understand how this hap-
pened, and which records 
were printed incorrectly. 
We at Quality Printing and 

Mailing strive to offer the 
best Printing and Mailing 
services.”

Wilcox said his Elections 
Office and Quality are issu-
ing replacement cards to all 
affected voters.

“We have used Quality 
Printing and Mailing Ser-
vices for every bulk mail-
ing since 2012 (10 years) 
without issue,” Wilcox 
said. “While this is a very 
unfortunate situation, we 
understand that mistakes 

happen and are working 
with the mail house to rec-
tify the situation.”

Wilcox added, “Once 
again, the data we provided 
to the mail house was accu-
rate and did not contain the 
incorrect zip code nor an 
incorrect County Commis-
sion district.

“Thank you for your pa-
tience and understanding.”

The Elections Office said 
the errors will not affect 
residents’ voting status.

THOSE WHO SERVE

Deputy gives back to 
county that raised her

I first met Dep. Brittany 
Fisher in September 

of 2020 when she was 
a freshly minted recruit 
‘shadowing’ her Field 
Training Officer, Dep. 
Linsey Mendoza, who I had 
just finished interviewing 
for this column.

After I 
finished 
interviewing 
Mendoza, 
I asked and 
received 
permission 
to interview 
her trainee. 
In my col-
umn of Sept. 
4, 2020, I 
wrote:

“... even 
though the time I spent 
with Brittany Fisher was 
brief, I feel confident that 
she is already well on her 
way towards achieving her 
career goal of being the 
epitome of the ‘ideal police 
officer’ and will have a 
very successful career in 
law enforcement.”

On June 6 of this year, I 
had the distinct pleasure 
of again visiting with 
Fisher. I was happy to see 
that my prediction about 
her was being reinforced. 
She seems to be well on 
her way of being the ideal 
police officer.

Deputy Fisher is nearly 
30 years old and was born 
and raised in Ocala. She 
graduated from Forest High 
School in 2010, where she 
earned a letter playing var-
sity basketball. After high 
school, she went on to at-
tend the College of Central 
Florida were she received 
a bachelor’s degree In Ed-
ucation. She was hired by 
the Marion County School 
Board where she worked as 
a Behavior Technician.

In her role with the 
schools, she frequent-
ly interacted with law 
enforcement personnel. 
This involvement led her 
to realize that her career 
pathway should be in law 
enforcement. Over the 
objections of her mother 
who was concerned for 
her safety, she joined the 
Marion County Sheriff’s 
Department and has never 
looked back.

Over time, her mother 
and other family mem-
bers came to accept and 
support Deputy Fisher’s 
career choice. In fact, they 
are now quite proud of her 
career decision.

In her off-duty life, Fisher 
enjoys bike riding with her 
mother and her nurse sister. 
She also enjoys playing and 
coaching basketball.

For the time being, she 
likes the freedom of her 
single lifestyle, living in 
her own home with her 
special roommate, her dog 
Rocket.

As we were concluding 
our time together, I asked 
her my final question, “Do 
you have a message for the 
people of Marion County?”

She told me she would 
like some time to think 
about it and would send 
her message to me in a 
few days. This is what she 
wrote:

“My message to the 
community would be a sim-
ple thank you. In a sense, 
this county has raised me. 
Every win, every accom-
plishment, every youthful 
mistake all happened for 
me right here in Marion 
County. I was taught by 
some of the best teachers 
this county has. I’ve been 
inspired by the leaders here 
and have grown to be the 
woman I am. This county is 
full of inspiration, it’s full 
of love and respect. I am so 
grateful not only to be from 
Marion County but to serve 
its amazing citizens daily.

“We live in a world that 
doesn’t always love law 
enforcement officers, but 
the gratitude and love 
this county shows its law 
enforcement officers is 
unmatched. I and all of 
my brothers and sisters in 
green-and-blue are forever 
grateful for the love and 
continued support.

“Thank you to the citizens 
of Marion County. You are 
loved and appreciated by 
all of us. It’s an honor to 
protect and serve you with 
honesty, integrity and trust. 
I hope to serve this county 
for years to come, to inspire 
the youth and to make a 
real change.”

Ross Olmos / For the Citizen

Dep. Brittany Fisher

Ross
Olmos
Law and 

Order

NEWS BRIEFS

Olde-Fashioned Day 
Picnic, Cruise-in & 
Car Show

An Olde-Fashioned Day 
Picnic, Cruise-in & Car 
Show event will be held at 
the intersection of SW S.R. 
200 and SW 83rd Place in 
Ocala, Saturday, July 23, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
event is hosted by churches 
Iglesia De Dios, Joy Luther-
an, and The Way. There will 
be free food, games and en-
tertainment. Come for free 
fun for all ages!

Art and craft show 
on Saturday in 
Summerfield

Christmas in July Art and 
Craft Show will be held 
on Saturday, July 16, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Spruce 
Creek South. Admission is 
free, and the public is invit-
ed. The show is located at 
9880 SE 176th St. – right 
off U.S. 441 in Summer-
field. Come find beautiful 
and unique items – all hand-
made locally. Great deals. 
All vendor spaces are full, 

so come join the fun.

Musical night at the 
Dunnellon Depot

Need something to do on 
Friday, July 22? On stage 
at the Dunnellon Historic 
Train Depot will be Patrick 
Foy beginning at 7 p.m. 
Foy will bring to the stage 
a repatriate of easy listening 
rock n’ roll songs from the 
60s and 70s. He is on stage 
until 9 p.m. But before his 
appearance, the doors open 
at 5 p.m. and volunteers 
will serve up a tasty array 

of foods. Always on the 
menu are: Cubans, gourmet 
grilled cheese sandwich-
es, hobo stew, gluten-free 
veggie wraps and desserts. 
Food is served from 5 to 
8 p.m. A $5 fee is collected 
at the door to help pay for 
the musical offering of the 
evening. The Depot is locat-
ed at 12061 S Williams St., 
Dunnellon.

Vacation bible school 
at Ocala church

Calling ages 5-12, come 
join the fun! You won’t 

want your children to 
miss the vacation bible 
school taking place July 
25-29, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
at St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church in Ocala.

There’s no charge, and it 
includes yummy dinners 
and dessert nightly, music 
and movement, fun and cra-
zy games, arts and crafts, 
fun stories and a bounce 
house with a water slide for 
the end of the week.

Come meet “Survival 
Sam” as he talks to us about 
survival skills and how to 
navigate through the jun-

gle of life! It’s going to be 
outrageous fun and high 
energy!

Registration is July 18-21 
in the church office, Mon-
day through Thursday from 
9 a.m to 3 p.m. Or you can 
register online at stmattoca-
la.org.

St. Matthews Lutheran 
Church is located at 3453 E. 
Silver Springs Boulevard. 

The church office is locat-
ed at 3445 NE 10th Street, 
Ocala. Phone: (352) 629-
5948.

See BRIEFS, page A13

Oak Run celebrates Fourth with festivities, 
recognition of those who sacrificed

By RANDIE DURETZ
For the Citizen

‘How important it is for 
us to recognize and 

celebrate our heroes and 
she-roes!” -Maya Angelou

On the Fourth of July at 
Oak Run, the community 
was filled with red, white 
and blue, some good and 
some sad memories.

The parade kicked off at 
9:15 a.m. down the boule-
vard with horns beeping, 
sirens blaring, people 
waving flags. Many of Oak 
Run’s clubs and residents 
joined in.

Tim from the Oak Run 
Motorcycle Club said, “This 
is a special day, let freedom 
ring.”

Mary, who has a son who 
served in the military, said, 

“It’s the 4th of July, it’s our 
independence. People need 
to read history to appreciate 
what they’ve done for us.”

Jerry, who always stands 
up and shows support for 
his community, said, “We 
have so many freedoms that 
people don’t understand.” 
He added, “This is the home 
of the free, because of the 
brave.”

There was a veterans rec-
ognition ceremony at Palm 
Grove Club followed by the 
Veterans and Patriots Club 
flag ceremony.

Six Quilts of Valor were 
presented to our military 
family of Oak Run. The 
beautiful quilts were made 
by the ladies in Oak Run’s 
Quilt Club.

Photos by Randie Duretz / For the Citizen

Uncle Sam greets the crowd at a veterans recognition program in Oak Run on July 4. See more photos inside.

Bill Thomas marches in with the American Flag at the Palm 
Grove while all stand and the ones who’ve served salute. 

The beau-
tiful Palm 
Grove Club, 
filled with 
residents, 
friends and 
families for 
the Veterans 
Recognition 
July 4th 
program. 
Damian 
Romano, 
president of 
the Veterans 
and Patri-
ots Club, 
speaks to 
the crowd.

See FOURTH, page A2
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