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Brazil: Officials search for answers after capital riots / A10

Academy of 
Environmental 
Science needs 
donations

The Academy of En-
vironmental Science is 
asking for community 
support as the school is in 
danger of having to close 
next school year.

The school needs to 
raise $350,000 by Jan. 
31 to meet construction 
deadlines or else it will 
not be able to open next 
school year.

Those who wish to do-
nate, donations can be 
made by cash, check or 
online at citrusschools.
revtrak.net/academy-of 
-environmental-science/
aes-donation.

For those who would 
like to make a donation 
by check to the Acad-
emy of Environmental 
Science toward the cost 
of much-needed repairs, 
mail it to: Academy of 
Environmental Science, 
12695 W Fort Island Trail, 
Crystal River, FL 34429.

Elections office 
community 
outreach events

The Supervisor of Elec-
tions office will be hold-
ing outreach events and 
participating in commu-
nity festivals coming up: 
from 9 to 11 a.m., Jan. 
12, at the Inverness Gov-
ernment Center, 212 W. 
Main St., Inverness; from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Jan. 14, 
and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 
15, at the 2023 Manatee 
Festival in downtown 
Crystal River; and from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Jan. 
16 at the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Dream Fest 
2023 Celebration, 300 N. 
Apopka Ave., Inverness.

For more information, 
go to votecitrus.gov, 
email vote@votecitrus.
gov, or call the office at 
352-564-7120.

Homosassa River 
Alliance to meet

The January Homosas-
sa River Alliance meet-
ing will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, Jan. 12, at 
the Old Homosassa Civ-
ic Club, 5530 S. Mason 
Creek Road.

This meeting will fea-
ture guest speaker Com-
missioner Holly Davis. 
The public is invited to 
attend this first meeting 
of the year.

Attend a bird  
walk along  
Pepper Creek Trail

Ellie Schiller Homosas-
sa Springs Wildlife State 
Park and Citrus County 
Audubon will host a bird 
walk along Pepper Creek 
Trail. Participants should 
meet at 7:45 a.m. on Jan. 
14 at the entrance to the 
park’s visitor center. The 
bird walk will begin at 
8 a.m.

Experienced and novice 
birders are welcome. An 
experienced birder from 
Citrus County Audubon 
will lead the walk.

Pepper Creek Trail is a 
fully accessible trail. Peo-
ple can bring binoculars 
and a field guide, but they 
are not required. There is 
no charge to participate in 
the bird walk.

Pepper Creek Trail is 
approximately 3/4 mile in 
length and follows along 
the park’s tram road, 
connecting the visitor 
center on U.S. Highway 
19 and the west entrance 
on Fishbowl Drive. Par-
ticipants can either walk 
back on the trail or wait 
and take a returning tram 
after the park opens.
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IN BRIEF Ingoglia, Massullo hear from constituents
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Folks lined up one-by-
one Monday at the speak-
er’s platform inside county 
commission chambers to 
present their project and 
priority wish lists to Citrus 
County’s legislative delega-
tion.

The hope is that Sen. 
Blaise Ingoglia, R-Spring 
Hill and Rep. Ralph Mas-

sullo, R-Lecanto, will fight 
for project funding during 
the upcoming legislative 
session.

County Commission 

Chairwoman Ruthie Schla-
bach outlined three top pri-
orities: $9 million for phase 
two construction (including 
taxiway completion and a 
new hangar) of the Inver-
ness Airport Business-In-
dustrial Park; $8.3 million 
for building a multi-purpose 
trail on Halls River Road; 
and $4.9 million to bring re-
claimed water to the Sugar-
mill Woods and Southern 
Woods golf courses.

Ingoglia stressed that any 
funding requests for state 
taxpayer money must first 
be vetted through the gov-
erning body making those 
requests. The county board 
will discuss their legislative 
priorities at Tuesday’s com-
mission meeting.

Sheriff Mike Prendergast 
heaped praise on Ingoglia 
and Massullo for their sup-
port of Florida House Bill 
3 which gave him more 

tools – including financial 
incentives – to bolster re-
cruitment.

Prendergast also thanked 
county commissioners for 
approving his 2022-23 bud-
get, which allowed him to 
close hiring gaps

School board officials 
stressed two needs for Cit-
rus County schools: in-
creased money for school 

INGOGLIAMASSULLO

Inverness to host 3-day MLK celebration
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

When the Inverness MLK 
Day committee gathered to 
plan this year’s events cel-
ebrating the life of the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, 
they decided one day was 
not enough to honor the 
great civil rights leader.

So, this year, it’s a three-
day event, beginning Sat-
urday, Jan. 14 with an oral 
history event at the historic 
Valerie Theatre in down-
town Inverness, followed 
on Saturday with a Gospel 
Music festival and conclud-
ing on Monday with annual 
MLK Freedom and Unity 
Walk, presentations, mu-
sic, dance and vendors at 
Liberty Park and the Depot 
Pavilion.

“Over the years, people 
would say, ‘I wish we could 
do –’ and then they’d tell us 
about things they’ve seen 
done in other places for 
MLK Day,” said committee 
member Tammy Langley, 
pastor of Citadel of Life Ca-
thedral in Inverness. “So, we 
took some of their ideas to 
make it more like a festival 
to go along with the walk.”

Betty Pleacher, Inverness 
assistant director of parks 
and recreation, said the 
committee wanted to give 
Dr. King “his due and cele-
brate his whole life…which 
would take more than just 
one day.

“So, we put together a re-
ally nice celebratory couple 
of days,” she said.

Here’s the lineup for the 
2023 Inverness “Unity 
Starts in the Heart” MLK 
events, Jan. 14-16:

6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
14: Gilbert King, author of 
“Devil in the Grove,” will 
speak about his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book about 
the infamous 1949 Lake 
County rape case and the 
wrongly accused four Black 
teens known as the Grove-
land Boys.City of Inverness officials, Citrus County government representatives and clergy make their way through downtown Inverness in the 

2022 Unity Walk in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Following the walk participants gathered at the Inverness Depot for messages 
and fellowship.

‘UNITY STARTS IN THE HEART’

MLK Day event planned in Crystal 
River, also NCVC Healthy Food Drive
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

The George Washington 
Carver Community Center 

will sponsor 
the Mar-
tin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
“Remember 
the Dream” 
event from 
11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on 

Jan. 16 at Copeland Park, 
76 N.E. 8th Ave., Crystal 
River.

The public is invited for a 
fun-filled day of remember-
ing Dr. King and his dream, 
featuring speakers from 
the community, along with 
tasty food.

Vendors are still being 
accepted to set up a table 
or booth. Any organization 

is welcomed to join in for 
this occasion – there is not 
a fee for vendor participa-
tion.

Contact George Ann 
Jackson at 352-212-2665, 
Coressa Natteal at 352-
257-8388 or Dan Epstein 
at 352-613-4478.

Also, the Nature Coast 
Volunteer Center (NCVC) 
is hosting a Healthy Food 
Drive in honor of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr who 
once asked, “What are you 
doing for others?”

Donations of canned or 
packaged non-perishable 
food items are being col-
lected through Tuesday, 
Jan. 17 at the following lo-
cations:

Any Citrus County li-
brary; the Citrus County 
Tax Collector’s Office at 
210 N Apopka Ave, Inver-

ness, FL 34450 and also 
1540 N Meadowcrest Blvd. 
Suite 200, Crystal River, 
FL 34429; and the follow-
ing Citrus County Commu-
nity Centers: East Citrus at 
9907 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy, 
Inverness, FL 34452; West 
Citrus at 8940 W. Veter-
ans Dr, Homosassa, FL. 
34448; Hernando Area Se-
nior Program at 2415 N. 
Florida Ave, Hernando, FL 
34442 and Central Ridge 
at 77 Civic Circle, Beverly 
Hills, FL 34465.

Also, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. there will be a 
drive-thru food collection 
at the Central Ridge Com-
munity Center, 77 Civic 
Circle, Beverly Hills, FL 
34465.

Nancy Kennedy can be reached 

at 352-564-2927 or by email at 

nkennedy@chronicleonline.com.

KING JR.

MLK Day events 
kick off with talk by 
author Gilbert King
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

It was 1949, back when 
Florida’s orange industry 
was booming.

Over in Lake County, 
Sheriff Willis V. McCall 
ruled with an iron fist.

When a white 17-year-
old girl accused four Black 
teen boys of the crime, 
Sheriff McCall was fast on 
the trail of the young men 
who came to be known as 
“the Groveland Boys.”

Before the sun went down, 
members of the Ku Klux 
Klan had swept in, burned 
the homes of Black peo-
ple and chased hundreds 
of them into the swamps, 

h e l l - b e n t 
on lynching 
the young 
men.

So be-
gins Gil-
bert King’s 
b o o k , 
“Devil in 

the Grove: Thurgood Mar-
shall, the Groveland Boys, 
and the Dawn of a New 
America,” winner of the 
2013 Pulitzer Prize for 
General Nonfiction, nom-
inated for a 2013 Edgar 
Award, Book of the Year 
(non-fiction, 2012) The 
Boston Globe, Christian 
Science Monitor and the 
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