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Music legend David Crosby dead at 81 / A5

January Market  
at the Depot

Market at the Depot this 
month will be from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Jan. 21 at 300 N. 
Apopka Ave., Inverness.

Come and check out 
the wide variety of fresh 
mushrooms or dog and 
cat treats.

They will have fresh pro-
duce, a great selection of 
items for the sweet tooth, 
fresh seafood, grass fed 
beef from a local cattle 
ranch and, of course, jams, 
jellies, hot sauce, dried 
fruits and candies, repur-
posed furniture, plants and 
local artisans and crafts.

For more information, 
contact the City of Inver-
ness at 352-726-3913.

TOO FAR to host 
Josh Wooten

Josh Wooten, president 
and CEO of the Citrus 
Chamber of Commerce, 
will address members 
and guests at the meeting 
of the TOO FAR Water 
& Natural Resources or-
ganization at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, Jan. 26, at 
TOO FAR’s headquarters 
building, 9338 E. Gospel 
Island Road, Inverness.

A Florida native who 
has called Citrus County 
home since 1984, Wooten 
has led the Chamber since 
2009. He was instrumen-
tal in establishing Keep 
Citrus County Beautiful 
and has served on numer-
ous regional water boards 
and environmental advi-
sory groups.

Prior to the 6:30 p.m. 
meeting, an enchilada 
dinner will be offered for 
a donation of $10. The 
meeting, as well as the 
meal, is open to the public.

For more information, 
call 352-634-4216.

Books needed  
for Spring Mega 
Book Sale

The Friends of the Cit-
rus County Library Sys-
tem will hold its Spring 
Book Sale from Friday, 
March 10, through Mon-
day, March 13, at the Cit-
rus County Auditorium in 
Inverness.

Donations, large or 
small, are always wel-
come. Books and related 
material may be dropped 
off at the check-out desk at 
any Citrus County Library.

For larger collections, 
email FriendsofCCLS@
gmail.com or call 352-
513-4221 to discuss pick-
up. All proceeds from the 
sale benefit the Citrus 
County Library System.

Academy of 
Environmental 
Science needs 
donations

The Academy of En-
vironmental Science is 
asking for community 
support as the school is in 
danger of having to close 
next school year.

The school needs to 
raise $350,000 by Jan. 
31 to meet construction 
deadlines or else it will 
not be able to open next 
school year.

Those who wish to do-
nate, donations can be 
made by cash, check or 
online at citrusschools.
revtrak.net/academy-of 
-environmental-science/
aes-donation.

For those who would 
like to make a donation 
by check to the Academy 
of Environmental Sci-
ence toward the cost of 
much-needed repairs, mail 
it to: Academy of Environ-
mental Science, 12695 W 
Fort Island Trail, Crystal 
River, FL 34429.
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Court rejects challenge to gun law
By JIM SAUNDERS
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — In 
a case stemming from the 
2018 mass shooting at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, the Florida 
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day rejected a challenge to 
a state law that threatens 
stiff penalties if local offi-
cials pass gun-related regu-
lations.

The 5-1 ruling was a blow 
to 33 cities and counties 
and dozens of local officials 
who contended that penal-
ties in the 2011 law were 
unconstitutional. It was a 
victory for state Republican 

leaders and Second Amend-
ment advocates such as the 
National Rifle Association.

Florida since 1987 has 
barred cities and counties 
from passing regulations 
that are stricter than state 
firearms laws, and the pen-
alties in the 2011 law were 
designed to strengthen that 
“preemption.” The law, for 
example, could lead to local 
officials facing $5,000 fines 
for passing gun regulations 
and would allow members 
of the public and organi-
zations to receive damages 
and attorney fees if they 
successfully sue local gov-
ernments for improper gun 
regulations.

The case did not challenge 
the underlying 1987 law but 
contended the penalties in 
the 2011 law were uncon-
stitutional, in part, because 
they violated legal immu-
nities for local officials and 
governments. Also, attor-
neys for the cities and coun-
ties argued the 2011 law 
violated the constitutional 
separation of powers be-
cause it would lead to courts 
delving into the motivations 
or intentions of local elected 
officials.

But Justice Ricky Polston, 
in Thursday’s 25-page ma-
jority opinion, rejected the 

Steve Cannon

Florida Supreme Court Justice Ricky Polston swears in new rep-
resentatives during an orientation session in November 2010 in 
Tallahassee. Polston, in Thursday’s 25-page majority opinion, 
rejected the arguments, including that the law violated what is 
known as “governmental function immunity,” a legal doctrine 
that helps shield government bodies from liability.

Green helps local businesses survive and thrive
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Jim Green may not be a 
household name to Citrus 
County residents.

But business owners not 
only know him but thank him 
for helping them prosper and 
for saving their livelihoods 
during the COVID epidemic. 
It was during that time when 
Green’s business acumen and 
communication skills shone.

Green is a finalist for the 
Chronicle’s 2022 Citizen of 
the Year, given to someone 
who goes above and beyond 
to better the community.

Green, 76, holds sever-
al titles: co-chairman of 
SCORE Nature Coast; 
chairman of the Citrus Busi-
ness Alliance (CBA); and 
board member of the Citrus 
County chamber govern-
mental affairs committee.

Two years ago, Green was 
instrumental in launching 
the Citrus One-Stop Recov-
ery and Economic (CORE) 
Business Center in Inver-
ness to help business own-
ers start, expand and market 
their operations.

He works behind the 
scenes ensuring that small 
business – the lifeblood of 
the county – thrives and ex-
pands as Citrus grows.

‘Huge shock’
While folks were hun-

kered down in their homes 
during 2020-21, businesses 
suffered and some were in 
danger of closing.

It was Green who kept in 
constant contact, helping 
them navigate turbulent 
state and federal waters to 
obtain financial assistance.

He set up appointments 
with business owners, albeit 

in well-distanced areas and 
taking the normal safety 
precautions, to form “sur-
vival” plans.

Green vividly remembers 
those dark days when the 
county and the nation came 
to a halt.

“COVID was a huge shock 
to everybody in business,” 
Green said.

Even now, Green contin-
ues to help businesses deal 
with the pandemic after-
math, especially with the 
shortage of employees.

The Chronicle reported 
earlier this month that the 
new Chili’s restaurant in 
Inverness has been ready to 
open for weeks but manag-
ers cannot find staff to open.

Green said the new Tar-
get-anchored Shoppes at 
Black Diamond and adjacent 
commercial plazas under 
construction at the County 

Road 491 and 486 intersec-
tion in Lecanto, will require 
up to 400 employees.

“I’m not sure where they’ll 
get them,” he said.

Green said the success of 
business directly benefits 
residents because it shifts 
the tax burden away from 
homeowners.

The trick, he said, is bal-
ancing business growth and 
preserving the rural flavor 
of Citrus County, which 
makes it so attractive.

“The quality of life here 
is amazing,” he said. “We 
need to protect the Nature 
Coast lifestyle.”

‘His heart is  
in this county’

Green and his wife, Susan, 
moved to Citrus County in 
2002 and are now in their 
third home.

When Green isn’t busy in 
the world of business, he 
can be found on the golf 
links at Citrus Hills. You 
might see him fishing off 
the Homosassa River.

“Every time I go out it 
is like being in a National 
Geographic documentary,” 
he said.

He loves to listen to au-
dio books, especially crime 
writer Michael Connelly. 
He enjoys country music 
(Willie Nelson comes to 
mind).

Green said he will cut back 
on his SCORE activities but 
he’s not ready to retire.

And he will continue to 
live by his favorite adage: 
“To leave things better than 
they were when I arrived.”

Green’s friends and 
co-workers said he’s more 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Jim Green is a certified mentor and co-chairman of the SCORE Nature Coast chapter. The purpose of SCORE is to aid those who want to start a business within  
Citrus County.

Family making memories in a converted school bus

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

To his thousands of fol-
lowers on social media, 
Matt Henry is Imperial 
Beach Dad or just IB 
Dad.

He’s a surfer, a car guy, 
a chalk artist and former 
pastor, a 42-year-old fa-
ther of six children un-
der age 12, husband of 
Christy, his high school 
sweetheart.

This year, he’s a man 
on a mission, traveling 
the country with his fam-
ily in a converted school 
bus he calls their “Skoo-
lie.”

Among other ameni-
ties, the solar-powered 
“tiny house on wheels” 
has six bunks, a bath-
room, washer and dryer, 
a convection oven and a 
full-glass front for a pan-
oramic view.

The Henrys took off 

from their Imperial 
Beach, California, home 
in November 2022 for a 
year-long adventure.

In 2016, Matt Henry 
was diagnosed with an 
inoperable brain tumor. 
After three years of bat-
tling severe post-sur-
gery Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI) disabili-
ties, which he said made 
him “act like a deranged 

Man with terminal brain tumor, wife and six kids, traveling 
the country with a stop in Citrus County this weekend

The Henry family, Matt 
and his wife Christy, 
plus their six children 
(four biological and two 
adopted) are traveling 
the country on a year-
long adventure, making 
memories and sharing 
Matt’s story of living 
with a terminal brain 
tumor. They will be at 
Calvary Chapel Homo-
sassa at 9 a.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 22, at the Homosas-
sa Lions Club building at 
3705 S. Indiana Terrace, 
Homosassa, off Homo-
sassa Trail.
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