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Every man owes a part of his time and money to 

business or industry in which he is engaged. No man has 

the moral right to withhold support from an organization 

that is striving to improved conditions within his sphere. 

 — Theodore Roosevelt
T he CCBA founded in 1977, 

the Citrus County Build-

ing Alliance, is a 501(c)

(6) trade association repre-

senting and advocating for 

members involved in Citrus 

County’s home building, re-

modeling, and construction in-

dustry.
The Citrus County Building 

Alliance has been advocating 

for your local business for 40+ 

years. 

The members of the local 

Citrus County Building Alli-

ance support the industry 

through and through!! The 

members of the CCBA don’t 

feel as if they are “alone on an 

island”.By joining, our members be-

come part of a team; one that 

understands “team work is 

dream work”, it’s nothing short 

of amazing! Our mission is to server our 

members and community 

through proactive involvement 

in government activities af-

fecting the building industry; 

ethical business practices, 

promotion of members prod-

ucts and services; continuing 

education and enhanced mem-

bership benefits.
Join US in WELCOMING the 

most recent members to the 

CCBA team:l Titan Fence Co., LLC 

l ProCraft Builders, Inc.

And Cornerstone Partners:

l Citrus County Chronicle

Interested in being part of 

the Action? Join the Citrus 

County Building Alliance 

team. For more information, 

visit the CCBA: www.Citrus 

BuildingAlliance.com, follow 

us on Facebook, email: 

citruscountyba@gmail.com or 

contact the office at (352) 

746-9028.

Citrus County Building Alliance: Advocacy, support

The Citrus County Building Alliance 

(CCBA) is pleased to welcome Erika 

Corley as our new Executive Officer. 

Erika, born in Rockledge, Florida, 

moved to Leesburg at the age 

of 3 years old. Erika is a na-

tive  Floridian, a Florida 

Cracker (if you will), graduat-

ing from Leesburg High 

School (c/o 1988).
Erika attended college at 

Lee University (Formerly Lee 

College) where she studied 

Communications and Busi-

ness Relations.After college, Erika re-

turned to Leesburg, and in 

1993 began a career with The 

Villages of Lake-Sumter Incorporated. 

Over the course of almost 21 years, 

Erika continued working within the Vil-

lages; in the Villages Sales Offices 

(under Bobbye Feliu and Jennifer Parr), 

Parks & Recreation Department (under 

Director John Rohan), for subcontractor 

Bill Gregory Excavating, and completed 

her Villages life as Executive Assistant/

Planner for Lori Resmondo Director of 

the Retail Division.
Erika continued her love for Commu-

nity Relations in early 2014, where she 

became the Special Events Coordina-

tor-Community Relations for the City of 

Wildwood. As the liaison for the City 

Commission, Erika planned special 

events including, but not lim-

ited to, public speaking 

events and groundbreaking 

ceremonies within both the 

City of Wildwood proper) and 

The Villages-Wildwood.

Erika moved to Citrus 

County in 2018, with aspira-

tions of being closer to where 

she can embrace her love of 

being on the water; whether 

kayaking, paddle boarding, or 

fishing. Erika loves to give 

back to her community, serv-

ing as Director on the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Citrus County Board and Secre-

tary for the Citrus County Ag Alliance. 

Erika is also an active member of Kings 

Bay Rotary, where she is the Program 

Chair and on the Membership Commit-

tee.
Erika is also a graduate of the Cham-

ber of Commerce Leadership Citrus, 

Class of 2022. We are excited to welcome Erika to 

the CCBA family and look forward to 

growing with her as she takes the helm.

Erika Corley on board as 
new Executive Officer

Erika Corley

The Citrus County Building Alliance 

is ON TARGET, and excited to announce 

a new addition to the CCBA Special 

Events Line Up. This will be THE event 

of the year! And, one that will prove to 

be a  BLAST!For the first time in Citrus County his-

tory, the Citrus County Building Alli-

ance is proud to present, “The Bulls Eye 

Blast”. The Bulls Eye Blast will be held 

on Saturday, October 1, 2022.

This first-of-its-kind event will be held 

at Citrus County’s ONLY outdoor gun 

range, Outpost Range, located at 2930 S. 

Cauthen Pt., Lecanto. 

This inaugural event is aimed at 

“Keeping Youth on Target”. With the 

Bulls Eye Blast Charitable Partner, the 

trus County Construction Academy*, 

and Range hosts, Michele and Ron 

denow, and their staff, this event is 

sure to hit a bulls eye all day long!

n’t delay ... Go ahead a

er! https://citr36

a way for you to participate anyway! Be-

come a Sponsor for this great event! For 

more information on Sponsorship Op-

portunities, check out this link, https://

citrusbuilders.com/event-4868729. You 

may also contact the Citrus County 

Building Alliance, 352-746-9028.

* The Citrus Construction Academy is 

a 501(c)(3) foundation that raises aware-

ness, support, and funds for any/all con-

struction-related training for secondary 

and post-secondary students in Citrus 

County. The Citrus Construction Acade-

my’s goal is a successful post-secondary 

and dual enrollment construction train-

ing program at Withlacoochee Technical 

College and a separate Citrus County 

School Academy, on a local sc

plex, much like the o

Academies iT

Get ready for ‘The Bulls Eye Blast’

New reciprocity 
agreement in place 
Effective March 1, 2022, the 

Florida Construction Industry 

Licensing Board entered into a 

reciprocity agreement with the 

North Carolina Licensing 

Board for General Contrac-

tors, allowing our currently li-

censed Florida Certified 

General Contractors (CGCs), 

Certified Building Contractors 

(CBCs), and Certified Resi-

dential Contractors (CRCs) an 

easier path to obtain licensure 

in North Carolina provided cer-

tain other requirements are 

met.

For more information, con-

tact the North Carolina Licens-

ing Board for General 
Contractors. Additionally, effective Au-

gust 1, 2022, another reciproc-

ity agreement was entered 

into with the Mississippi State 

Board of Contractors, allowing 

Florida CGCs, CBCs, and 

CRCs an easier path to obtain 

licensure in Mississippi pro-

vided certain other require-

ments are met.For additional information, 

contact the Mississippi State 

Board of Contractors.
We understand the pride 

that comes with being a li-

censed professional, and 

these two agreements, in ad-

dition to the agreement signed 

with Louisiana in 2021, 
demonstrate a continued effort 

by the Florida CILB and DBPR 

to ensure that our licensed 

contractors are not only able 

to pursue opportunities all over 

the country, but also to share 

their knowledge and skills with 

a wider group of people.
The Florida CILB and 

DBPR will continue to pursue 

similar agreements with other 

states over the coming years, 

so be sure to monitor the 

Board’s webpage for new de-

velopments.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Home show on tap Nov. 19

The 2022 Citrus County Original Home Show will be Saturday, November 19, 2022, from 

9am – 2pm. This year’s show will be held at the 

Crystal River National Guard Armory 

and will be in November again, to kick 

off the holiday shopping season.

This is especially beneficial to any 

vendors that have products to sell, or 

who might want to utilize gift certificates 

or holiday discounts toward services 

and larger projects.
The 2022 Show features the return of 

People’s Choice awards for Most Informative, Best Presentation and Overall Best of

as well as the Ginger Bread House Contest.  CCBA CORNERSTONE P
For mo
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Safe boating 
course to be held

U.S. Coast Guard Aux-
iliary of Crystal Riv-
er will be presenting 
the new Boat America 
safe boating course on 
Sept.  10 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. This will be 
an in-person course held 
at the DAV-USCG Aux-
iliary building at 501 SE 
Seventh Ave., Crystal 
River.

Cost is $40 and includes 
a book, certifi ed USCG 
Auxiliary instruction and 
more. Upon successful 
completion of the test, 
attendees will receive the 
FWC Safe Boater Card.

To register for this class, 
email Linda ljones1501@
gmail.com or call 352-
503-6199. Last day to 
register is Sept. 7. There 
are only 20 spots avail-
able, so sign-up now.

Information covered in-
cludes: knowing the boat 
and motor, what to do 
before getting underway, 
trailering a boat safely, 
operating a boat safely in 
a variety of conditions, 
legal requirements of 
boating, navigation, boat-
ing emergencies, vessel 
operator responsibilities, 
small boats and paddle 
craft, and safety equip-
ment required by law.

Primary Election 
Day coming up

Primary Election Day is 
Tuesday, Aug. 23, and the 
polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Florida law mandates 
citizens must vote in 
the precinct assigned to 
their residential address. 
They should notify the 
elections offi ce if their 
address is different from 
the address listed on their 
voter information card 
or if they have recently 
moved in Citrus County.

Citizens can change ad-
dresses and fi nd out poll-
ing locations by calling 
the Supervisor of Elec-
tions offi ce at 352-564-
7120. Voters wishing to 
fi nd their polling location 
may also go to votecitrus.
gov and use the Precinct 
Finder.
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Annual ‘Royal Run’ on track for Sept. 17 in Inverness

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Get your favorite sneakers ready 
for this year’s sixth annual Royal 
Legacy Foundation’s Royal Run 
5K/One-Mile Walk and Kids Fun 
Run Saturday, Sept. 17, at Citrus 
High School in Inverness.

The race begins at 7:30 a.m. 
and Kids Fun Run begins at 
8:15 a.m.

“Last year we had a good turn-
out after the year before when 
we couldn’t do it because of 
COVID, so this year we’re ex-
pecting another good turnout, 
especially now that people are 
getting out more,” said April 
Royal, founder of the legacy 
foundation. “We hope to get 
about 300 to 350 people.”

The annual fundraising event 
enables the Phil Royal Legacy 

Foundation to help local charita-
ble causes.

The goal is to raise $15,000 to 
help provide scholarships for 
safety patrol students to go to 
Washington, D.C., next summer; 

scholarships for the Royal EMT 
Program, Withlacoochee Tech-
nical College Law Enforcement 
Academy and Citrus County Fire-
fi ghters and also to help fund the 
All Kids Bike program.

The All Kids Bikes learn-to-ride 
program provides kindergarten 
classes in Citrus County, public 
and private schools, with the op-
portunity for students to learn how 
to ride a bike by age 6.

“We are still providing helmets 
for the students, plus we’re adding 
another school to the program this 
year,” Royal said.

The Royal 5K Run starts at 
Citrus High School and follows 
a course around the Highland 

Fundraiser supports Phil 
Royal Legacy Foundation 
charitable causes

“This year we’re expecting another good turnout, 

especially now that people are getting out more. We 

hope to get about 300 to 350 people.”

APRIL ROYAL
Founder of the Phil Royal Legacy Foundation

See ROYAL, page A4

28% of state legislative incumbents face contested primaries
By DOUGLAS KRONAIZL
Ballotpedia via The Center Square

Thirty-two of the 114 
Florida state legislators who 
fi led for re-election — 13 
Democrats and 19 Repub-
licans – will face contested 
primaries on Aug. 23. This 
represents 28 percent of 
incumbents who fi led for 
re-election, the highest fi g-
ure compared to the four 

preceding election cycles.
A primary is contested 

when more candidates fi le 
than there are nominations 
available, meaning at least 
one candidate must lose.

Historically, however, in-
cumbents tend to win con-
tested primaries in Florida.

Between 2014 and 2020, 
71 incumbents faced con-
tested primaries in the state, 
six of whom – fi ve Demo-

crats and one Republican 
– lost. This gives incum-
bents a primary win rate of 
92 percent.

The rate of contested pri-
maries – including those 
without incumbents – is 
similar to previous election 
cycles.

There are 81 contested 
primaries: 32 for Democrats 
and 49 for Republicans. 
This represents 25 percent 

of all possible primaries.
For Democrats, this is 

down from 38 in 2020, a 16 
percent decrease. For Re-
publicans, the number in-
creased by 44 percent from 
34 in 2020 to 49 this year.

Overall, 376 candidates – 
161 Democrats and 215 Re-
publicans – fi led to run for 
the state’s 120 House and 
40 Senate districts.

Florida has had a Republi-

can trifecta since 2010 when 
the party won control of the 
governorship. Republicans 
currently hold a 76-42 ma-
jority in the House, with 
two vacancies, and a 23-16 
majority in the Senate, with 
one vacancy.

Florida’s state legislative 
primaries are scheduled for 
Aug. 23, the 15th primary 
date of the 2022 state legis-
lative election cycle.

A retail-residential mix

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Spencer Bartram said he’s 
taking his time to put to-
gether a complete concep-
tual plan showing his plans 
for redeveloping the Crystal 
River Mall.

But he told the Chroni-
cle on Thursday he plans 
to build the same kind of 
retail-residential mix that 

has proven successful at his 
previous development at the 
Gulf View Square Mall in 
Pasco County.

“It’s very similar to what 
we will propose,” he said.

Bartram, vice president 
at Miami-based Dorvidor 
Management Company, 
spent millions two years 
ago tearing down a portion 
of the vacant Macy’s and 
vacant JC Penney retail 

space at the Port Richey 
mall and built 312 senior 
apartments called Gables at 
Gulf View on what was for-
merly a parking lot.

The apartments entail 
some 35 acres and are locat-
ed behind the mall.

Bartram has this down pat. 
Including Gulf View, Dorvi-
dor operates six residential 
complexes in the Tampa 
Bay region.

And he’s been successful. 
Gables at Gulf View is 100 
percent leased, he said.

Bartram said it is premature 
to discuss the project before 
his company closes on the 
34-acre property, scheduled 
for the end of August.

But he told the Chronicle 
the apartments and town-
homes he wants to build in 
Crystal River will be “mar-
ket rate workforce housing.” 

No subsidized housing, he 
said.

Prices at Gulf View 
range from $1,295 for a 
790-square-foot, one-bed-
room apartment to $2,160 
for a 1,440-square-foot, 
three bedroom suite.

Bartram said he’s excited 
to show the community the 
plans.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Gables at Gulf View is an apartment complex built behind the Gulf View Square Mall in Pasco County. The mall is situated on the west side of U.S. 19, south of State 
Road 52. The developer that has purchased the property where the former Crystal River Mall is located have indicated similar plans for their Citrus County property.

Crystal River closed-mall development will be similar to Pasco County project

See MALL, page A5
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