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Softball: Warriors drop tight contest to Tavares    / B1

Sheriff’s  
deputy involved  
in shooting

At least one Citrus Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office deputy 
was involved in a shooting 
in the Dunnellon area.

The shooting occurred 
Friday evening off of 
North Windbreak Ter-
race, according to sher-
iff’s office spokeswoman 
Brittney Carman.

“All deputies are safe, 
and there is no threat to 
the community,” Sheriff 
Mike Prendergast said 
through his agency’s 
Facebook page.

Prior to the shooting, 
Carman said, deputies 
were originally respond-
ing to a verbal altercation.

More information will 
be released once made 
available.

Grow withdraws 
from House race

Businessman and com-
munity leader JJ Grow 
announced Friday, March 
25, he is suspending his 
state House campaign 
and offering his sup-
port to current state Rep. 
Ralph Massullo.

“Like Gov. (Ron) DeSan-
tis, I believe Ralph Massul-
lo is a smart conservative 
member of the Florida 
House,” Grow said. “Our 
community would be 
served well over the next 
two years with Ralph back 
in the House. While I will 
not appear on the ballot for 
the state House this year, 
my call to public service 
runs strong and my com-
mitment to our community 
is unwavering.”

Review board 
seeks new 
members

The Citrus County Board 
of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) is seeking appli-
cations for the Code Re-
view and Appeals Board 
(CRAB). They are seek-
ing four qualified regular 
members and one alternate 
position to fill four-year 
terms that will expire on 
Jan. 31, 2026.

Applications can be 
accessed online at:  
citrusbocc.com/board 
application. Complet-
ed applications should 
be sent to Citrus Coun-
ty Administration, 3600 
W. Sovereign Path, Suite 
267, Lecanto, FL 34461.

Apply for a septic 
upgrade grant

The Citrus County Sep-
tic Upgrade Incentive 
Program’s waitlist has 
been lifted after receiving 
more than $1,000,000 in 
additional funding. The 
tank upgrade deadline 
has been extended to 
Sept. 30, 2023.

Senior program as-
sistant Chelsea Gibson 
will assist with the grant 
application process. To 
reach her, call 352-527-
7520 or email chelsea.
gibson@citrusbocc.com.

The program provides 
a reimbursement of up to 
$7,000 per existing home 
to eligible homeowners 
in a pre-approved FDEP 
area to cover grant eligi-
ble expenses to install en-
hancements to an existing 
conventional sewage treat-
ment and disposal system.

To receive a copy of 
the application, visit 
citrusbocc.smapply.io/
prog/septic_upgrade_ 
incentive_project or 
email septicgrant@citrus 
bocc.com. Pre-applica-
tions can be submitted 
online, delivered in-per-
son or by mail to 2804 
W. Marc Knighton Court 
#12, Lecanto, FL 34461.
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IN BRIEF

Florida teacher shortage continues

By HANNAH SACHEWICZ
Chronicle Reporter

Florida will likely contin-
ue to struggle with a teach-
er shortage for the 2022-23 
school year, according to 
the Florida Department of 
Education (FLDOE).

Every year, FLDOE issues 
a report, identifying which 
certification areas represent 
the greatest need. Accord-

ing to their report, the fol-
lowing areas are currently 
most critical:

 ■ English
 ■ Exceptional Student 

Education (ESE)
 ■ General science
 ■ Reading
 ■ English for Speakers of 

Other Languages (ESOL)
 ■ Physical science

To determine this, FL-
DOE identifies the number 
and percentage of posi-
tions in each discipline not 
certified in the appropriate 
field, the annual supply of 
graduates from teacher ed-
ucation programs and the 

number and percentage of 
vacant positions.

For example, according to 
FLDOE, during the 2021-22 
school year 59,117 Florida 
classrooms were taught by 
teachers not certified in the 
appropriate field. Statewide, 
421,781 total certifications 
were held by teacher during 
the same school year.

As of March 25, the Cit-
rus County School District 
employs 1,176 instruction-
al teachers. Currently, 37 
classrooms are in need of a 
teacher.

According to school dis-
trict spokeswoman Lind-

say Blair, the subject areas 
with the most need in the 
district include elementary 
education, ESE, secondary 
English and language arts 
(ELA), math and science.

Aside from instructional 
positions, the district is in 
need of 50 support personnel, 
including paraprofessionals, 
bus drivers and food service. 
They currently employ 1,043 
support employees.

To help combat this, the 
district hosts career fairs, 
the most recent being March 
23. Blair said approximate-
ly 100 people came through 
to inquire about openings.

“We have leads on future 
teachers and were able to 
offer conditional contracts 
for food service, para pros 
and custodians,” Blair said. 
“We were also able to hire 
13 new substitutes.”

All together, the district 
was able to hire approx-
imately 20 people at the 
career fair, pending back-
ground checks and complet-
ed drug testing.

For more information, vis-
it citrusschools.org.

Hannah Sachewicz can be 

reached at hannah.sachewicz@

chronicleonline.com or 352-564-

2929.

Citrus County School 
District attempts to 
combat shortages

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Though the season changed to spring less than a week ago, many signs of the warming weather are seen and felt across the region. A sure sign of spring and 
warming weather comes in the form of brightly-colored butterflies. This swallowtail butterfly feeds on milk thistle Wednesday, March 23, along the Gulf coastal 
region of Citrus County.
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DeSantis signs bill on 
school books, term limits

By RYAN DAILEY
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Call-
ing it a move toward “cur-
riculum transparency,” Gov. 
Ron DeSantis on Friday 
signed a bill that will in-
tensify scrutiny of school 
library books and instruc-
tional materials and im-
pose 12-year term limits on 
school board members.

Lawmakers approved the 
measure (HB 1467) during 
the legislative session that 
ended March 14.

Under the bill, school 
boards will be required to 
adopt procedures that, in 
part, provide for the “regu-
lar removal or discontinu-
ance” of books from media 
centers based on factors 
such as alignment to state 
academic standards.

Elementary schools will 
be required to publish on-

line lists of all materials 
maintained in school librar-
ies or that are part of school 
reading lists.

DeSantis signed the bill 
at Embry-Riddle Aeronau-
tical University in Daytona 
Beach, joined by Republi-
can lawmakers and parents 
who described books that 
they opposed in their chil-
dren’s school libraries. The 
parents described books 
that included such things as 
sexual content.

The governor, who has 

targeted what he calls “in-
doctrination” in schools, 
said parents developed a 
heightened awareness about 
school instruction and mate-
rials during the COVID-19 
pandemic, when many stu-
dents were forced to tempo-
rarily learn online.

“Parents became exposed 
more to what was going on 
in some of the schools. So 
they became more inter-
ested in making sure that, 

Alicia Devine / Tallahassee Democrat

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis responds to questions from the media 
at the close of the legislative session.

Parents will have 
increased involvement 
in process of  
selecting books

Teen mom charged 
in baby’s death

By JEFF BRYAN
Chronicle staff

A months-long investi-
gation into the December 
death of a newborn boy led 
to the arrest of his 17-year-
old mother from Citrus 
Springs.

Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Office authorities took Si-
erra Mae Meriedeth into 
custody Tuesday, March 
22, on a warrant charging 
her as an adult with aggra-
vated child manslaughter, 
according to court doc-
uments obtained Friday. 
Meriedeth’s bond was set 
at $30,000.

Meriedeth’s arrest war-
rant was issued after As-
sistant State Attorney Peter 
Magrino filed the first-de-
gree felony against her on 
Monday.

According to Magrino’s 
probable-cause affidavit 

for Meriedeth’s warrant, 
the investigation into her 
baby’s death began Dec. 
29, 2021, when sheriff’s 
office investigators were 
called to a home in Citrus 
Springs.

During the investigation, 
Meriedeth told detectives 
she gave birth alone at 
home in the afternoon of 
Christmas Eve.

She told them she never 
sought any prenatal care 
from a physician or medi-
cal provider. The teen also 
told the baby’s father she 
had given birth, but that the 
baby was born deceased.

After giving birth, the 
report stated, Meriedeth 
said she held the baby for 
approximately 30 minutes 
before falling asleep. Af-
ter she awoke, Meriedeth 
found her son still in her 
lap but the infant was not 
breathing or moving.

According to her war-
rant affidavit, Meriedeth 
told the baby’s father and 
family what happened. She 
told them she went to the 

17-year-old faces 
first-degree count of 
aggravated 
manslaughter
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