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Commissioners to hold
annual planning retreat

The Citrus County Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) annual plan-
ning retreat will be held at 9 a.m. Jan.
5 at the Lecanto Government Building,
room 166, 3600 W. Sovereign Path.

The public is invited to attend, though
there will be no “open to the public”
speaking opportunities during this
event. Citizens are welcome to speak
during the BOCC meeting scheduled
for 1 p.m. Jan 18 at the Citrus County
Courthouse, 110 N. Apopka Ave. in In-
verness.

This full day event provides an op-
portunity for commissioners to discuss,
plan and prioritize programs, projects
and issues facing Citrus County and the
BOCC while looking to the future. For
more information, call public informa-
tion officer Veronica Kampschroer at
352-527-5484.

Get your American Red Cross
Lifeguarding Certification

The City of Inverness is offering an
American Red Cross Lifeguarding Cer-
tification Class on the following dates
at Whispering Pines Park Pool, 1700
Forest Drive in Inverness:

B 9 am. to 3 p.m. Jan. 22

B 9 am. to 4 p.m. Jan. 23

B 9 am. to4 p.m. Jan 29

B 9 am. to 3 p.m. Jan. 30

There is a mandatory prerequisite
swim from 2 to 3 p.m. Jan. 9. The $150
registration fee is due after completion
of the swim.

Swimmers must demonstrate the fol-
lowing:

B Swim 300 yard continuously.

B Proper kick, stroke and rhythmic
breathing using the breaststroke/free-
style.

B Tread water for 2 minutes using
legs only.

B Swim 20 yards (no goggles), sur-
face dive to 10 feet, retrieve a 10-pound
object, swim on back holding the object,
return to the starting point and exit the
water within 1 minute and 40 seconds.

Candidates must be 15 years old, pass
the prerequisite swim, turn in comple-
tion for online studies and attend all
class sessions.

For more information, call 352-726-
1995.

Attend the 16th annual
Purple Heart ceremony

The combat wounded patriots of Aar-
on A. Weaver Chapter 776 Military Or-
der of the Purple Heart (MOPH) invites
all veterans and the public, especially
families and students, to attend the 16th
annual Purple Heart ceremony. The cer-
emony will take place at 11 a.m. Feb.
19 at the Citrus County Fairgrounds
Auditorium, 3610 S. Florida Ave. in In-
verness.

The patriotic ceremony commem-
orates the proud legacy of the Purple
Heart and pays tribute to Florida’s fallen
heroes of the global War on Terror and
America’s wounded warriors. It will
also feature patriotic music by members
of the Nature Coast Community Band.

This year’s ceremony is dedicated to
the memory of recently departed U.S.
Army veteran and past chapter com-
mander, Raymond “Ray” Michael, who
was a tireless advocate for Citrus Coun-
ty’s veterans.

For information about Chapter 776,
visit citruspurpleheart.org or call 352-
382-3847.

Apply for a Supervisors
of Elections scholarship

The Florida Supervisors of Elections
(FSE) will offer four $1,200 scholar-
ships for 2022 to college students, ac-
cording to Citrus County Supervisor of
Elections Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird.

Applicants must be registered Flor-
ida voters and live in the state for at
least the preceding two years. Appli-
cants must be either a political science,
public administration, business admin-
istration or journalism/mass communi-
cation major and be at least a junior in
college.

Students must be enrolled or accepted
as a full-time student in a senior college
or university in Florida and have at least
a “C” average or above for the previous
year.

The deadline to apply for a scholarship
is March 11. Applications are available
at votecitrus.gov.

Applications must be submitted to the
elections office of the county in which
the applicant is registered to vote. Each
county will select one finalist to send to
the FSE scholarship committee for con-
sideration.
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State tax collections
exceed expectations

November collections
surpass $398 million

By JIM SAUNDERS
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Florida lawmakers
got another boost Thursday as they pre-
pare to start the 2022 legislative session
and draw up a new state budget.

The state in November collected $398.8
million more in general-revenue taxes than
expected, continuing a series of months of
higher-than-projected revenues, according
to a report released by state economists.

That is good news for lawmakers, in

part, because general revenue plays a crit-
ical role in paying for schools, health care
and prisons.

Thursday’s report echoed earlier analy-
ses that pointed to consumers continuing
to spend after saving money earlier in the
COVID-19 pandemic. Also, it cited issues
such as child-tax credit changes that were
part of a federal stimulus law.

“November collections reflect activity
that largely occurred in October, which
continued to benefit from the Advance
Child Tax Credit payments; redirected
spending from the hard-hit service sec-
tor and some consumers’ ability to draw
down atypically large savings that built up
during the pandemic,” said the report by
the Legislature’s Office of Economic &

Demographic Research.

Also, the report indicated that tax collec-
tions benefited from higher prices linked
to inflation.

“The immediate response to inflation is
an increase in sales tax collections that re-
flects the higher prices,” the report said.

The economists, however, reiterated re-
cent analyses that Floridians have cut back
on saving money after padding their bank
accounts earlier in the pandemic.

“After increasing to a historic peak rate
of 33.7 percent in April 2020 from the 7.9
percent for the entire 2018-19 fiscal year,
just released personal income data indi-
cated that the personal savings rate was

See TAX, page A7
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COVID-19 continued
to dominate the health

care landscape in Citrus
County during 2021

By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

The virus and its variants
claimed at least 839 county
residents since its onset. As of
Dec. 28th, some 21,035 coun-
ty residents have been infected.
The latest data is likely great-
er because Florida was slow
in reporting to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
during the Christmas week.

At the end of 2020 in Cit-
rus County there had been 266
deaths due to the virus. By the
end of 2021, that had surged to
its present level.

During 2020 the CDC reported
6,603 county residents infect-
ed with the coronavirus. By the
end of 2021 that had jumped to
21,035.

During the year the county’s
two local hospital were often in-
undated in their ER departments
and intensive care units as they
saw waves of the infected come
for medical care.

By the fall the number of new
cases began to taper off as more
people became vaccinated or got
natural immunity after an infec-
tion.

The county now has a 59 per-
cent vaccination rate for those
residents eligible for the vac-
cines, according to the Florida
Department of Health. The state
average is 71 percent.

Rush for early vaccinations

The year began, however, with
the Department of Health in Cit-
rus County giving vaccines in a
first-come, first-served basis to
those people over 65 years old.
Thousands of people showed
up at the Central Ridge District
Park in Beverly Hills on Jan. 7

and Jan. 9 for a chance at a vac-
cination. Vaccinations continued
throughout the year and eventu-
ally other health care facilities
and doctors’ offices offered the
vaccine to patients.

Citrus County Hospital
Board loses lawsuit

After two years of feuding over
who was to blame for millions
of dollars in pension fund loss-

es, the Citrus County Hospital
Board and its former financial
advisor Aon Hewitt Investment
Consulting squared off in feder-
al court.

The hospital board’s consult-
ing lawyers in the Aon Hewitt
case told the hospital board that
Aon was behind the loss of as
much as $12 million to the fund.

The federal judge didn’t see
it that way and sided with Aon
Hewitt. The hospital board’s

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor
Vehicles line up at the front of the line Thursday, Jan. 7, 2021 as the first COVID-19 vaccinations are given
to county residents at Central Ridge District Park near Holder. Motorists lined up by the hundreds to receive
vaccinations Thursday. A reported total of 800 doses was distributed.

legal bill was about $3 million.
Luckily for the hospital board,
Aon Hewitt did not sue to recoup
its legal fees, which was estimat-
ed at several million dollars.

Assisted Living apartments
for veterans delayed

The proposed Veterans Vil-
lage of Citrus County meant to

See HEALTH CARE, page A2

Proposed Wyld Palms subdivision near
finish line for Inverness Council approval

By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

The Inverness City Council
will take another swing Tues-
day at giving approval for Wyld
Palms subdivision’s final plat.

The item was on the council’s
agenda early in December but
was pulled by staff due to a
technical survey oversight.

The council will decide
whether to approve the plat
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that calls for
62 townhomes
and 168 single
family homes.
The final plat
calls for 10 few-
er single fami-
ly homes than
the council ap-
proved the in the subdivision’s
preliminary plat.

The subdivision’s original
2007 plat called for mostly

WILLIAMS
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condominiums before the proj-
ects was mostly abandoned.

The owner of the 84-acre
defunct development, Garden
Street Communities out of Gulf
Breeze, was already entitled to
build 398 units, mostly condo-
miniums, in the gated commu-
nity on the banks of Lake Tsala
Apopka on East Turner Camp
Road.

Currently, there are 20
one-story condo units in vari-
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ous stages of completion, but
none have been sold.

Garden Street Communities
purchased the Wyld Palms
property July 9, 2021, and pro-
vided the city with a final plat
of the new subdivision.

In a letter to the city council
members, City Manager Eric
Williams said the new develop-
ers thus far have met the city’s

5

See PALMS, page A7
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provide affordable, assisted
living apartments to veter-
ans was delayed at least nine
months beginning in May
2021.

That was the report by Dr.
William Dixon to the Cit-
rus County Hospital Board,
which in 2020 donated $2.5
million to the project. Dix-
on is the Veterans Village
board president. In a let-
ter to the hospital board,
Dixon explained that there
were several factors that
contributed to the delay as
well as a potential $1.3 mil-
lion additional cost to the
project. The original cost of
the project was $10.2 mil-
lion for the 100 apartment
complex adjacent to the
U.S. Veterans Affairs Le-
canto Clinic on West Marc
Knighton Court off County
Road 491.

Dixon told the hospital
board that there were site
plan delays when the Vet-
erans Village board learned
that there was drainage
runoff from the Black Dia-
mond Ranch into a pond on
the Veterans Village prop-
erty. Dixon explained the
pond had to be increased
in size to accommodate the
runoff. The rising price of
construction materials is
also creating a problem, he
said.

Bayfront Health Seven
Rivers changes name

Bayfront Health Seven
Rivers changed its name to
Bravera Health Seven Riv-
ers. The name change to
Bravera Health stems from
a 2020 sale of Bayfront
Health St. Petersburg to Or-
land Health. In the deal, the
Tampa Bay hospital keeps
its name and other Bayfront
hospitals throughout Flori-
da must change theirs.

Local hospitals
hurting for volunteers
amid pandemic

The county’s two hospi-
tals, Bravera Health Seven
Rivers and Citrus Memorial
Hospital, saw a huge drop
in volunteers as the corona-
virus pandemic made many

Starting at

$799:
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afraid to return and risk in-
fection.

Citrus  Memorial had
120 volunteers who daily
worked in the hospital’s
emergency rooms greet-
ing patients, restocking
shelves, walking patients
to their destinations in the
hospital and its office build-
ings. That number fell by
half. The hospital now con-
tinues to work to get volun-
teers to return.

Bravera Health Seven
Rivers typically had 10 vol-
unteers at the hospital any
given day. That fell to two
or three per day.

Local charities get
hospital board help

The Citrus County Hos-
pital Board gave more than
40 local charities about
$430,000 to help offset
slumping donations and
increasing calls for help
as the coronavirus took its
economic toll on the non-

profit groups.
Working  through the
Citrus County Commu-

nity Food Bank, hospital
board chairwoman Debbie
Ressler identified the Cit-
rus County charitable or-
ganizations and proposed
to her fellow hospital board
members to donate $10,000
to each charity. Most of the
board members agreed.

Oak Hill Hospital offers
new heart care

Oak Hill Hospital in Her-
nando County announced
that the 350-bed hospital
campus is now offering
outpatient cardiac rehabili-
tation services.

About 4,500 Citrus Coun-
ty residents, mostly from
the southern portion of the
county,

already flock annually to
the Hernando County med-
ical teaching hospital.

Local Salvation Army
gets helping hand

The Citrus County Hos-
pital Board voted to offer
the local Salvation Army
as much as $150,000 to re-
place its decommissioned
mobile canteen vehicle.

In 2020, the Salvation
Army’s mobile canteen

feeding program, which
provides hot meals to the
needy, provided 15, 614
meals to more than 4,600
families. In addition, it gave
away 35,782 snacks and
74,544 pounds of food.

The mobile food vehicle
is also used during emer-
gency responses.

Many in Citrus County
shun vaccines

Citrus County lagged be-
hind the Florida average
for vaccinations against
the coronavirus throughout
2021.

As recent as Dec. 23, 59
percent of the county’s el-
igible residents were vacci-
nated. Florida’s average is
71 percent.

But the county’s two lo-
cal hospitals were not any
better.

Both Bravera Health Sev-
en Rivers and Citrus Me-
morial Hospital reported
during the summer that
only about half their staff
were vaccinated.

Hospitals impose
strict visiting policy

Both hospitals during the
summer limited their visit-
ing hours as the health care
facilities saw COVID-19
patient cases increase three
and four fold and inundate
the hospitals.

Citrus County
Commission, Nature
Coast EMS break ties

Frustrated with the fal-
tering finances of Nature
Coast EMS and its repeated
need for more subsidies, the
Citrus County Commission
voted 3-2 to end its contract
with the private ambulance
company and take over the
service by Oct. 1.

The county commission
folded its new ambulance
service into the county’s
fire rescue department.

In 2021 the Citrus Coun-
ty Hospital Board gave the
newly formed Doctors’ Free
Clinic of Citrus 5.5 acres
along State Road 44 and
near Northeast 12th Avenue
as part of a 99-year-long
lease to jumpstart the orga-
nization’s efforts to build a
free clinic for the poor and
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underinsured.  Currently,
the DFCCC provides med-
ical care to Citrus County’s
uninsured, underinsured,
and homeless between the
ages of 18-64 at the Depart-
ment of Health facility in
Lecanto one Saturday per
month.

The organization also
asked the hospital board
for $1.3 million to build a
3,000-square-foot  facility
but said it may need a larger
building.

No more babies to
be born at Bravera
Health Seven Rivers

Bayfront Health Seven
Rivers in Crystal River
(now Bravera Health) an-
nounced in 2021 that it is
ending obstetrical and new-
born services and will close
its labor and delivery unit,
effective 11:59 p.m. on
February 11, 2022.

After this date, the 128-
bed hospital will no longer
provide inpatient labor and
delivery services, accord-
ing to a hospital media re-
lease.

=

L

“This has been a very dif-
ficult decision. However,
fewer births are occurring
at Bayfront Health Seven
Rivers and this coincides
with the increasing average
age of our population,” said
hospital CEO, Linda Stock-
ton.

Citrus County Hospital
Board gives college
$1 million

The Citrus County Hospi-
tal Board gave the College
of Central Florida $1 mil-
lion to add to its endow-
ment fund to help its Citrus
County students enrolled in
health care fields.

The college, with more
than 10,000 students and
based in Ocala, has a cam-
pus at a 100-acre site in
Lecanto. More than 4,000
students attend the Lecanto
campus.

The hospital board trusees
said they wanted the mon-
ey invested and the profits
used to help Citrus Coun-
ty health care students pay
tuition. The trustees agreed
their hope was that the stu-

Hearing Aid Sale!
New Year
CLEARANCE!

Everybody hears with pricing
to fit every budget!

New and refugishe@earilg aid_savailable
FREE i
1 TV Streamer

| | Listen to TV directly into your hearing aids |
Sale ends Jan 14, 2022

With purchase of Resound hearing aids
TOP Brands.

£ ) BETTER Prices.
"." ) BETTER Service!

e

;I

Carey Bowen
Owner / HAS

x everybody HEARS %)

Professional Hearing Centers

352-697-7460

211 S. Apopka Ave. Inverness, FL 34452

more reviews on Google

dents would remain and
work in Citrus County.

The hospital board trust-
ees also invited college
representative to meet with
the hospital board in Janu-
ary 2022 and request more
money and explain how it
would be spent.

Vaccine users

getting younger
Local pharmacies and
government health care

providers began in Novem-
ber to provide the corona-
virus vaccine to children 5
through 11 years of age.

The move by the local
Department of Health in
Citrus County, Winn-Dix-
ie, Walgreens, CVS, and
Publix pharmacies to of-
fer the vaccines followed
the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration in late Oc-
tober granting emergency
use of the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 Vaccine for the
prevention of COVID-19 to
include children.

Fred Hiers is a reporter at the
Citrus Chronicle. E-mail him at
fred.hiers@chronicleonline.com
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Landscaping
program: ‘Right
Plant, Right Place’

Citrus County Ultilities Flori-
da-Friendly Landscaping Pro-
gram is offering a free online
gardening workshop, “Right
Plant, Right Place,” from 2 to
3 p.m. Jan. 11.

Once established, the right
plant is often sustainable with-
out additional supplemental
watering. Choosing appropriate
plant materials, planting them
correctly and managing them
wisely ensures a garden’s suc-
cess.

To register, visit ccufflpro-
gram.eventbrite.com. For more
information, call Steven Davis
at 352-527-5708.

Affordable
Housing Advisory

Committee to meet

The Affordable Housing Ad-
visory Committee will meet
at 5 p.m. Jan. 19 at the Citrus
County Resource Center cafg,
2804 W. Marc Knighton Court
in Lecanto.

This meeting will include the
review of all State Housing Ini-
tiatives Partnership Program
strategies proposed in the 2022-
25 Local Housing Assistance
Plan (LHAP). A draft version
of the proposed LHAP can be
viewed at the Citrus County Re-
source Center.

For more information, call Cit-
rus County Housing Services at
352-527-7520.

Traveling exhibit:
‘Apron Strings:
Ties to the Past’

The Old Courthouse Heritage
Museum’s latest free traveling
exhibit, “Apron Strings: Ties to
the Past,” is open to the public
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday from Nov. 10 to
Jan. 7, 1 Courthouse Square in
Inverness.

The exhibit explores the peo-
ple behind the aprons and is
more about life than fabric. It
will reevaluate these unique ob-
jects as an important piece of
social history.

Featuring 50 vintage and con-
temporary examples, dating
from the 1900s, this exhibit
reviews the apron’s role as an
emotionally charged vehicle for
expression with a rich craft his-
tory that is still relevant today.

The exhibition chronicles
changing attitudes toward wom-
en and domestic work. It also
surveys the wide range of design
techniques apron-makers have
used to express themselves.

Today, artists continue us-
ing aprons to explore cultural
myths, realities and their indi-
vidual experiences with Amer-
ican domesticity. Though not
as widespread today, aprons
remain as functional and protec-
tive garments for men and wom-
en alike.

If you have an apron to share,
you are invited to participate in
the museum’s first Lunch and
Learn speaker program from
noon to 1:30 p.m. with pre-
senters Marnie Ward and Sue
Collins from the UF/IFAS Ex-
tension. Both are gifted seam-
stresses and will share aprons
from their personal collections.

For more information, call
352-341-6428.

Audition for an
Art Center thriller

The Art Center of Citrus Coun-
ty will host auditions for “Some-
thing to Hide” at 2 p.m. Jan. 15
and 16, 2644 N. Annapolis Ave.
in Hernando. The cast has three
male and four female roles.

This ingenious thriller follows
an author who finds out his wife
and publisher ran over and killed
his mistress in a car. They agree
to dispose of the body and the
rest of the play reveals the true
relationship between husband
and wife.

Show dates include:

W 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.

March 25

W 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
March 26

W 2 to 4:30 p.m. March 27

W 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. April 1

W 2 to 4:30 p.m. April 2

W 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. April 2

W 2 to 4:30 p.m. April 3

W 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. April 8

W 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. April 9

W 2 to 4:30 p.m. April 10

For more information,
352-746-7606.
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County board to discuss library display policy

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

A confrontation earlier this year
about an LGBTQ display at two
local libraries will be reignited
Tuesday when county commis-
sioners discuss establishing a
policy on what can or cannot be
displayed.

County Administrator Randy
Oliver will present commissioners
with three options:

B Continue with the current ap-
proach and let the library advisory
board have the final decision on

displays.

B Have the library advisory
board vet displays in advance.
That means displays coincide with
best practices of all public librar-
ies and approved as part of a staff
planning process which includes
public input.

B Eliminate displays from li-
braries completely to remove all
contention.

In June, local libraries had a dis-
play during LGBT Pride Month
and some people complained li-
braries should steer clear of poli-
tics and ideologies.

Eric Head, director of Citrus
County Libraries, told the Chroni-
cle then that the complaints caught
him by surprise and that he didn’t
view the display as political.

Commissioners in general re-
sponded that library displays
should avoid taking political sides
and be fair to all groups.

Fast forward to November when
more than a dozen residents took
the podium during the public input
section of a county commission
meeting to again complain about
the display. The library, they said,
is no place to push such lifestyles

on children.

The board heard their concerns
but took no action.

This Tuesday, a group of people
plan to show up to defend the li-
brary’s right to set up LGBTQ
Pride displays.

The county commission meet-
ing is at 1 p.m. Jan. 4 at the Citrus
County Courthouse, 110 N. Apop-
ka Ave., Inverness.

To view the entire agenda, visit
https://bit.ly/3eEFVMm.

Michael D. Bates is a staff writer with
the Citrus County Chronicle and can be
reached at mbates@chronicleonline.com

Hot dog! It’s JaseyRae Jones

7-year-old entrepreneur
opens a hot dog

cart to fuel her dirt
bike racing career

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

As if life wasn’t full enough
for 7-year-old motocross rac-
er JaseyRae Jones, she can now
add business entrepreneur to her
growing resume.

On Tuesday, Dec. 28, JaseyRae
opened her own hot dog cart in
Floral City so she can earn mon-
ey to help pay her racing expens-
es.

“At the end of the day, we got
$85!” she said.

The cart idea belongs to her
dad, Michael Jones, who owns
Monster’s Pizza in Floral City.

“I had an extra $100 that I was
going to lose anyway, because
nobody keeps it forever,” he said,
“so we went to the Hard Rock
Casino and I hit a $5,000 jack-
pot playing the slots. I actually
left with $6,000. The first thing
I thought: $5,000 goes fast, so
what can I do to make it last?’”

He bought a hot dog cart for
$2,500 for his daughter.

“She’s been with us here at the
(pizza) shop since day one, so
she knows about business,” he
said. “We race a lot, and it’s ex-
pensive. So, this is for her.”

On her first day in business,
with the cart set up outside Mon-
ster’s Pizza, her first customer
bought a hot dog with sweet rel-
ish and mustard on it.

JaseyRae serves Sabrett hot
dogs.

“You can get it with chili or
cheese or onions, but I like mine
plain,” she said. “And you can get
a combo with chips and a soda.”

She said her first day was “a lot

of learning,” from the steps to as-
sembling a hot dog to remember-
ing to ask what kinds of toppings
the customer wants on it.

“I think it would be a good idea
to have onion sauce,” she told her
dad the next day.

JaseyRae’s hot dog cart started
out at Monster’s Pizza, but it’s
moving to a more permanent lo-
cation outside Liquor Plus locat-
ed at 8290 S Florida Ave, Floral
City, FL 34436.

Also, when JaseyRae is other-
wise unavailable, such as when
she’s in school at Floral City El-
ementary School where she’s in
second grade or when she’s at a
race, an employee will be mind-
ing the business.

Michael Jones said they also

plan to have JaseyRae’s hot dog
cart at the Citrus County Fair in
March.

At 7, JaseyRae is a bundle of
energy. She loves “girly girl”
stuff like wearing dresses and
doing her hair and nails, but she
also loves racing dirt bikes.

She’s been riding since she was
2, on a Honda 50cc with training
wheels.

Currently, she rides a KTM
65cc dirt bike. And has a track in
her yard at home where she prac-
tices, also a yard gym where she
works out.

“This year she will be racing in
three classes: KTM 65 ages 5 to
9, 65 open and junior girls ages
7 to 15,7 said her mom, Tatjana
McCauley. “She’s really fast.”

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor
Seven-year-old JaseyRae Jones is helping fund her racing career by selling hot dogs in the Floral City area.

JaseyRae, named after a song,
“Jasey Rae,” by the band All
Time Low, said when she’s in a
race, she thinks: “I know I'm go-
ing to win,” adding, “When I'm
riding, I feel strength.”

“She’s a good kid,” her dad
said. “She already knows the
concept of hard work, that to get
what you want you might have to
sweat a little bit,” he said. “And
she knows that if she doesn’t
know how to do something, to
practice until you get better at it.”

Information about days/times
of JaseyRae’s hot dog cart can
be found on the JaseyRae Jones
Facebook and Instagram pages.

Nancy Kennedy can be reached
at 352-564-2927 or by email at
nkennedy@chronicleonline.com.

Man accused of bringing
drugs into county jail

Originally arrested on a

had possession of a controlled
substance, which they believed

warrant for alleged burglary

By HANNAH SACHEWICZ
Chronicle Reporter

After being arrested for an out-
of-county warrant, a Hernando
man is facing additional drug
charges for bringing narcotics
into the local detention facility,
according to a Citrus County
Sherift’s Office arrest affidavit.

Michael Joyner, 57, was arrest-
ed Dec. 27 on an active Pinellas
County warrant for an alleged
burglary of an unoccupied struc-
ture. Bond was
set at $5,000.
Later that day,
he was arrested
again on charges
of  possession
of a controlled
substance  and
introduction  of
contraband in a
detention facility. An additional
bond was posted at $4,000.

Deputies made contact with
Joyner on North Carl G. Rose
Highway in Hernando on Dec.
27. After confirming his identity,
they learned he had an active Pi-
nellas County warrant.

He was transported to the Cit-
rus County Detention Facility.
According to the report, Joyner
had no prior knowledge of this
case.

Approximately two hours later,
deputies were called back to the
detention facility. A correction
officer informed them Joyner

/i

JOYNER

to be methamphetamine.

Deputies reviewed security
footage, which showed Joyner
being held in booking. Accord-
ing to the report, he looked at the
security camera and proceeded
to stand directly underneath it,
out of view.

When Joyner stepped back
into the camera’s view, a small
red plastic bag fell onto the floor
in front of him. He reportedly
stepped on the bag and proceed-
ed to drag his foot — and the bag
— into the other room of booking.

According to the report, Joyner
continued to slide his foot be-
tween the wall and walk through
metal detector. He then lifted his
foot and walked back into the
original room he was in.

Footage showed another inmate
sweeping the floor in the second
room of booking. He bent down
near the metal detector, picked
up the bag and turned it over to
correctional staff immediately.

Deputies field tested the sub-
stance, which reported tested
positive for meth and weighed a
total of 5.65 grams.

Post Miranda, Joyner reported-
ly told deputies he saw the bag
on the floor, but believed it to be
cellophane and kicked it out the
door. He denied ever having it in
possession on his person.

Joyner was charged and the
narcotics were turned into evi-
dence.

Hannah Sachewicz can be reached
at hannah.sachewicz@chronicleonline.
com or 352-564-2929.

TALLAHASSEE — Saying it is
among states that are “unshielded,”
Florida is pressing a full federal ap-
peals court to at least temporarily
block a Biden administration rule that
would require health-care workers to
be vaccinated against COVID-19.

David Costello, an assistant state
solicitor general, filed a document
late Wednesday afternoon at the 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeal point-
ing to a new Biden administration
directive about moving forward with
the vaccination requirement. The di-
rective would apply to Florida and
other states that have not received
preliminary injunctions against the
requirement.

The U.S. Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear arguments Jan. 7 in cases
from other parts of the country about
the legality of the requirement, but it
is not clear when justices will rule.

Pensacola-based  U.S.  District
Judge Casey Rodgers last month re-
jected Florida’s request for a prelim-
inary injunction against the rule, and
a panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals also refused to halt it.

Florida on Dec. 16 filed a petition
asking the full Atlanta-based appeals
court to issue an injunction that at
least would put the rule on hold while
an underlying appeal is decided — a
move known as seeking an “injunc-
tion pending appeal.” But the appeals
court had not acted on the petition as
of Thursday morning.

In the document filed Wednesday,
Costello said the new Biden admin-
istrative directive would give 30 days
for compliance in Florida and about
two dozen other states that do not

State urges Appeals Court
to act on health worker shots

By JIM SAUNDERS
News Service of Florida

have injunctions. It said the “new
enforcement memorandum under-
scores the need for the en banc (full)
court’s expeditious intervention.”

The vaccination requirement, is-
sued in early November, would ap-
ply to workers at hospitals, nursing
homes and other health-care pro-
viders that participate in the Medi-
care and Medicaid programs.The
requirement was initially scheduled
to take effect Dec. 6, but the Biden
administration suspended it because
of injunctions issued in Louisiana
and Missouri cases.

But the directive issued Tuesday by
the federal Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services indicates that the
federal government will start enforc-
ing the requirement where it can. It
gives 30 days for health-care workers
to have at least one dose of vaccine
and 60 days to have two doses, ac-
cording to a copy attached to the doc-
ument filed by Costello.

A federal district judge in Loui-
siana initially issued a nationwide
injunction against the vaccination
requirement, but the 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals this month said
that decision went too far. The New
Orleans-based appellate court scaled
back the injunction to apply only to
14 states that filed the case in Lou-
isiana.

That effectively left Florida without
an injunction against the require-
ment.

Florida Attorney General Attorney
Ashley Moody’s office argued in the
Dec. 16 petition seeking a hearing at
the full appeals court that the rule vi-
olates federal laws and would worsen
staffing problems at health-care fa-
cilities, including state-run facilities
such as veterans’ nursing homes.
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2021 hox office closes with

more fireworks for ‘Spid

By JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer

NEW YORK — Hollywood
closed out 2021 with more
fireworks at the box office for
“Spider-Man: No Way Home,”
which topped all films for the
third straight week and already
charts among the highest gross-
ing films ever. But even with all
the champagne popping for “No
Way Home,” the film industry
heads into 2022 with plenty of
reason for both optimism and
concern after a year that saw
overall ticket revenue double
that of 2020, but still well off
the pre-pandemic pace.

Movie theaters began the year
mostly shuttered but ended it
with a monster smash. Sony
Pictures’ Marvel sequel “No
Way Home” grossed an estimat-
ed $52.7 million over the week-
end to bring its three-week total
to $609.9 million. That ranks
10th all-time in North Ameri-
ca. Worldwide, it’s made $1.37
billion, a total that puts it above
“Black Panther” and makes it
the 12th highest grossing film
globally.

“No Way Home,” Tom Hol-
land’s third standalone film as
the webslinger, gave a huge lift
to the box-office recovery that
started in earnest last spring
when U.S. cinemas opened after
a year of COVID-19 closures.
Marvel films dominated the tur-
bulent year, accounting for the
top four movies of 2021: “No
Way Home,” “Shang-Chi and

“Venom: Let There Be Carnage”
and “Black Widow.”

The North American box of-
fice in 2021 amounted to $4.5
billion, according to data firm
ComScore. That’s about 60 per-
cent down from 2019 — back
before the days of masked mov-
iegoers, social distancing and
virus variants like the currently
surging omicron.

Whether the movies will ever
reach those pre-pandemic totals
again is uncertain, given that
exclusive theatrical windows
have since shrunk, studios have
experimented with hybrid re-
leases and little besides super-
hero films are packing theaters.
Partly due to COVID-19 disrup-
tions, the 2022 release schedule
is unusually packed with po-
tential blockbusters, including
“The Batman,” “Black Panther:

Sony Pictures via AP
Tom Holland in Columbia Pictures’ “Spider-Man: No Way Home.”

Maverick,” “Jurassic World:
Dominion,” “Thor: Love and
Thunder” and “Avatar 2.”

Second place over the weekend
went to Universal Picture’s ani-
mated sequel “Sing 2.” It took
in $19.6 million in its second
weekend to bring its two-week
total to $89.7 million. That’s a
steady result given that fam-
ily movies and films skewing
toward older moviegoers have
been the slowest to bounce back
during the pandemic. “Sing 2”
added another $54.9 million
internationally. It’s trajectory
should make it the top animated
release of the pandemic.

But after “No Way Home” and
“Sing 2,7 there was little that
appealed to moviegoers over the
holiday weekend.

“The King’s Man,” the third in-
stallment in Matthew Vaughn’s

er-Man’

modest $4.5 million in its second
week after a lackluster debut.
But that was still good enough
for third place. The Disney re-
lease, produced by 20th Century
Studios, has made $47.8 million
globally.

Steven Spielberg’s “West Side
Story” sold $2.1 million in tick-
ets in its fourth weekend. While
holding well (the film dropped
26 percent from the week prior),
the once-envisioned holiday up-
swing for the acclaimed musical
hasn’t materialized. “West Side
Story” has grossed a disappoint-
ing $29.6 million domestically.

After flopping on its debut last
week, Warner Bros.” “The Ma-
trix Resurrections” dropped a
steep 64 percent in its second
weekend with $3.8 million. The
film is simultaneously streaming
on HBO Max, a 2021 practice
that the studio has pledged to
end in 2022. The long-in-com-
ing “Matrix” reboot was even
edged by the second week of the
Kurt Warner NFL drama “Amer-
ican Underdog,” which grossed
$4.1 million for Lionsgate.

One of the only new releases
of the week was Apichatpong
Weerasethakul’s “Memoria,”
with Tilda Swinton. Its distrib-
utor, Neon, has laid out a novel
strategy for the art-house re-
lease, playing the film in only
one theater at a time, with no
plans for a future streaming or
physical release. “Memoria”
started its quixotic, cross-coun-
try journey with $52,656 since
opening Dec. 16 at New York’s

TODAY IN
HISTORY

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Monday, Jan. 3, the third
day of 2022. There are 362 days left
in the year.

Highlight in history:

On Jan. 3, 1990, ousted Panama-
nian leader Manuel Noriega surren-
dered to U.S. forces, 10 days after
taking refuge in the Vatican’s diplo-
matic mission.

On this date:

In 1777, Gen. George Washington’s
army routed the British in the Battle
of Princeton, New Jersey.

In 1861, more than two weeks
before Georgia seceded from the
Union, the state militia seized Fort
Pulaski at the order of Gov. Joseph
E. Brown. The Delaware House and
Senate voted to oppose secession
from the Union.

In 1868, the Meiji Restoration
re-established the authority of
Japan’s emperor and heralded the
fall of the military rulers known as
shoguns.

In 1959, Alaska became the 49th
state as President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower signed a proclamation.

In 1961, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower announced the United
States was formally terminating dip-
lomatic and consular relations with
Cuba.

In 1967, Jack Ruby, the man who
shot and killed Lee Harvey Oswald,
the accused assassin of President
John F. Kennedy, died in a Dallas
hospital.

In 1977, Apple Computer was
incorporated in Cupertino, California,
by Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak and
Mike Markkula Jr.

In 2002, a judge in Alabama ruled
that former Ku Klux Klansman
Bobby Frank Cherry was mentally
competent to stand trial on murder
charges in the 1963 Birmingham
church bombing that killed four
black girls. (Cherry was later con-
victed, and served a life sentence
until his death in November 2004.)

In 2007, Gerald R. Ford was laid to
rest on the grounds of his presiden-
tial museum in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, during a ceremony watched by

the Legend of the Ten Rings,” Wakanda Forever,” “Top Gun: “Kingsman” series, grossed a IFC Center. thousands of onlookers.
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Overnight storms bring
damage to parts of U.S. South

HAZEL GREEN, Ala.
(AP) — A line of severe
storms damaged homes,
knocked out power and
downed trees in parts of the
southern United States late
Saturday into Sunday morn-
ing.

Authorities closed roads in
Hazel Green, Alabama, af-
ter power lines came down
and homes suffered damage.
The Madison County Sher-
iff’s Office shared photos
online including one of a
snapped power pole.

The weather also caused
damage to businesses in
Hazel Green, including a
Walmart, local news outlets
reported. The community is
located about 15 miles north

of Huntsville.

Huntsville Utilities said
service has been restored
to parts of Hazel Green, but
work continues with multi-
ple downed power poles in
the area.

The same system brought
down trees in the nearby
town of Triana, roughly 20
miles southwest of Hunts-
ville. Mayor Mary Caudle
told WAFF-TV that about
280 residents took cover
in a storm shelter Saturday

night.
Madison, Morgan Cull-
man, Marshall, Jackson,

DeKalb, Limestone, Frank-
lin and Lawrence coun-
ties remain under a torna-
do watch until 2 am. The

National Weather Service
issued a winter weather ad-
visory for north and parts of
north-central Alabama, in
effect from 6 p.m. through
3a.m. Monday. Tempera-
tures are expected to plum-
met as a cold front moves
through.

The storms followed a sys-
tem earlier Saturday which
brought flooding to parts
of Kentucky. Gov. Andy
Beshear said Sunday that
four tornadoes were con-
firmed. No injuries were
reported. The strongest was
an EF-2 tornado that caused
significant damage in Hop-
kinsville on Saturday with
estimated peak winds of 115
mph, the National Weather

Service said.

Temperatures dipped Sun-
day after the severe weather
rolled through, and winter
storm warnings were posted
from northern Alabama to
southern New Jersey with up
to 7 inches of snow possible
in some areas. Freeze warn-
ings were posted from south-
ern Texas to Mississippi.

Authorities closed down a
road after power lines came
down and homes suffered
damage early Sunday in Hazel
Green, Ala. The storms fol-
lowed a system earlier Satur-
day which brought a possible
tornado and flooding to parts
of Kentucky.

Madison County Sheriff’s Office via AP

Schools adapt for return from break as COVID-19 cases surge

By CAROLYN THOMPSON
Associated Press

Mask requirements are re-
turning in some school dis-
tricts that had dropped them.
Some are planning to vastly
ramp up virus testing among

students and staff. And a |

small number of school sys-
tems are switching to remote
learning — for just a short
while, educators hope.

With  coronavirus infec-
tions soaring, the return from
schools’ winter break will
be different than planned
for some as administrators
again tweak protocols and
make real-time adjustments
in response to the shifting
pandemic. All are signaling a
need to stay flexible.

“Change has been the only
constant in this fight,” New-
ark Schools Superintendent
Roger Leén wrote in a no-
tice to parents before break.
He announced Thursday that
students will learn remote-
ly for at least the first two
weeks of the new year. The
virus, Leén said, continues
“to be a brutal, relentless
and ruthless virus that rears
its ugly head at inopportune
times.”

Long after the widespread
closures in the pandemic’s
early days, school and elect-
ed leaders say they are using
the lessons and tools of the
past two years to try to nav-
igate the latest surge without
long-term shutdowns, which
had woeful effects on learn-
ing and students’ well-being.

—

Still, pressure from parents
and teachers unions has add-
ed to the urgency surround-
ing safety measures as the
omicron-fueled surge sends
up caseloads and puts chil-
dren in the hospital in close
to record numbers.

“They say kids do well (if
infected), but who’s to say
my kid is not going to be that
one,” said Rebecca Caldwell,

who is considering petition-
ing her Charleston, Illinois,
district for a remote option
that would let her keep her
four sons, ages 17, 10, 7 and
5, home through the winter.
The first half of the school
year brought Caldwell’s
family three scares from ex-
posures. One, from a fami-
ly member, kept the whole
family in quarantine for 10

days. Her 17-year-old and
10-year-old saw classmates
infected, and each under-
went a nerve-wracking series
of COVID-19 tests as part of
a more recent ‘“test-to-stay”
policy.

“It’s really scary because
you worry about the domino
effect, t00,” said Caldwell,
whose own health issues led
her to leave her restaurant

Brittainy Newman / AP
Teachers from the Earth School speak out on issues related to lack of coronavirus testing outside P.S. 64, on Dec. 21 in New York. In
the nation’s largest school system, New York City, 2 million at-home test kits provided by the state will be used to increase testing
following the break, the mayor announced this week.

job more than a year ago to
lessen her risk.

In the nation’s largest
school system, New York
City, 2 million at-home test
kits provided by the state will
be used to increase testing
following the break, officials
announced this week. Stu-
dents whose classmates test
positive can keep coming to
school as long as their at-

home tests are negative and
they don’t have symptoms.

Michael Mulgrew, pres-
ident of the United Feder-
ation of Teachers, which
represents New York City
educators, questioned wheth-
er the new testing initiatives
will be available in every
school by the time schools
reopen Monday.

“We are moving closer to a
safe reopening of school next

[ week. But we are not there

yet, he said.

In Chicago, the nation’s
third-largest school district,
officials announced the pur-
chase of 100,000 laptops
over the holidays in case they
are needed for remote learn-
ing in January, though dis-

1 trict leaders said they hope to

avoid a system-wide closure.
The Chicago Teachers Union
has proposed pausing in-per-
son learning unless new safe-
ty measures are introduced,
including negative COVID
tests for returning students.
Los Angeles health offi-
cials last week announced
tightened testing and mask-
ing rules for all employ-
ees and students when LA
County public and private
schools return to campuses
on Monday. Concerned by a
spike of the Omicron variant,
the county health department
mandated that teachers must
wear medical grade masks in
class and students and staff
must wear masks outdoors
in crowded spaces. Schools
will have two weeks to com-

ply.

2 missing; survivors count
blessings after Colorado fire

By THOMAS PEIPERT,
BRITTANY PETERSON
and EUGENE GARCIA
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Colo. —
Search teams looked for
two missing people on
Sunday in the snow-cov-
ered but still smoldering
debris from a massive Col-
orado wildfire, while peo-
ple who barely escaped the
flames sorted through what
was left after the blaze and
investigators tried to deter-
mine its cause.

The flames ripped
through at least 9.4 square
miles and left nearly 1,000
homes and other buildings
destroyed in suburbs be-
tween Denver and Boul-
der. It came unusually
late in the year following
an extremely dry fall and
amid a winter nearly de-
void of snow. Experts say
those conditions, along
with high winds, helped
the fire spread.

In hard-hit Louisville,
Susan Hill walked her dog
in the well-below freez-
ing chill Sunday morning
down a snowy street. She

choked up as she remem-
bered three days ago see-
ing the sky change color
from the hill where she
used to watch fireworks —
and then the nervous sprint
out of town with her col-
lege-age son and the dog,
cat and the fire box with
birth certificates and other
documents.

The flames stopped about
100 yards from her proper-
ty, and she slept Saturday
night in her home using a
space heater and hot water
bottles to stay warm since
her natural gas service had
not been turned back on.

“I don’t even know how
to describe it,” she said.
“It’s so sad. It’s so awful.
It’s just devastating.”

In the burned-out neigh-
borhood near Hill’s home,
a U.S. Mail carrier checked
the still-standing brick and
stone boxes for outgoing
mail. The fire came so
quickly people might have
put bills or other letters in
there, and she didn’t want
someone to steal them.

While homes that burned
to the foundations were
still smoldering in some
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places, the blaze was no
longer considered an im-
mediate threat — especially
with Saturday’s snow and
frigid temperatures.

“A day late and a dollar
short,” Hill said of snow,
which scientists said typi-
cally prevents winter fires
that spread in dry grass.

Authorities initially said
everyone was accounted
for after the fire. But Boul-
der County spokesperson
Jennifer Churchill said
the reports of three people
missing were later discov-
ered amid the scramble to
manage the emergency.
One was found alive, offi-
cials said Sunday.

Crews were still looking
for a woman at a home in
Superior and a man living
near Marshall. Boulder
County Sheriff Joe Pelle
said their homes were
“deep in hot debris and
covered with snow. It is a
difficult task.”

Other investigators were
seeing if the missing peo-
ple might have made it
out, but not contacted their
families or friends, Pelle
said.

By PAUL DAVENPORT
Associated Press

New Mexico search and
rescue crews used ropes
and helicopters Saturday to
rescue 21 people who were
stranded overnight in two
tram cars after an iced-over
cable caused the cars to get
stuck high up in the Sandia
Mountains overlooking Al-
buquerque.

Lt. Robert Arguelles a
Bernalillo County Fire De-
partment spokesperson,
said early Saturday after-
noon that crews first res-
cued 20 people stranded in
one car and several hours
later rescued a 21st person
stranded by themselves in a
second car.
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All the people on the
two cars were employees
of the Sandia Peak Aerial
Tramway or a mountaintop
restaurant, and the 20 in one
car were being ferried down
to the base of the mountains
at the end of their work-
days, Arguelles said.

The other employee had
been heading up the moun-
tain to provide overnight
security when the tram sys-
tem shut down Friday night
due to icing, Arguelles
said.

There were no reported in-
juries among those strand-
ed, Arguelles said. “More
just pretty frustrated.”

To rescue the 20 people
in the one car, operators
were able to move it to a

Crews rescue 21 people on
stuck tram cars in New Mexico

nearby support tower more
than halfway up the moun-
tain, and search and rescue
personnel early Saturday
morning hiked to the area
and climbed the tower to
deliver blankets and other
supplies to those inside the
heated car, Arguelles said.
Search and rescue person-
nel over several hours used
ropes and other equipment
to lower the stranded em-
ployees about 85 feet to
the ground before escorting
them to a nearby landing
zone in the steep and rocky
terrain where the tower was
located, Arguelles said.
The 20 people were then
ferried by helicopter several
at a time to the base of the
mountains, he said.
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County ne

RIAL

eds more

funding for bike trail

ort Island Trail, which
Fleads to the county’s

sole Gulf beach, has
become a popular route for
bicyclists who enjoy the
bucolic 9-mile stretch of
highway. Unfortunately, it’s
a narrow two-lane road sep-
arated by a striped 5-foot
bike lane. Wide vehicles,
such as RVs or those towing
boats, sometimes veer into
that lane on tight curves
causing safety issues for
bicyclists.

County commissioners
recently took steps to alle-
viate the problem by voting
4-1 to send out requests
for proposals (RFP) for a
design-build multi-use path
on the road.

County Administrator
Randy Oliver said the RFP
makes it clear the county is
budgeting $1 million and no
more. That means bidders
will tell the county how
much path they can build
for the amount of money
the county has available. It
could be 10 feet; it could be
2 miles.

Since 2017, County Com-
missioner Jeff Kinnard has
led the charge on getting the
path built because of safety
reasons. When done, the
path will get bikers off the
shoulder of the road where
they are jockeying for space
with cars and trucks. It’s
a worthwhile project long

THE ISSUE:

Commissioners voted to build a
bike path along Fort Island Trial.

OUR OPINION:

The project has merit, but the
county needs to secure more
sources of money.

in the making. The county
is on the right track but
needs to find more sources
of money to fully fund the
path the whole length of
Fort Island Trail.

Right now the county is
understandably taking baby
steps toward completion
of the project. But the path
construction would start
at the beach and meander
toward U.S. 19, meaning
cyclists would have to load
their bikes onto their vehi-
cle and drive to the beach to
use the first leg of the path
or risk the dangerous trek
on the road. When the path
is completed, cyclists could
cruise over from downtown
Crystal River and take a
ride to the beach, all on the
safety of a multi-use path.

Considering the popular-
ity of bicycling in Florida
and the crowds of cyclists
the path through Inverness
attracts, it’s likely a trail
from U.S. 19 to the Gulf
will contribute to the local
economy by attracting more
tourists who will spend
money in the county.

HOT CORNER: UNHAPPY WITH CHANGES

m | agree with Bob Clayton on
Wednesday’s letter to the editor (Dec.
29, Page A8, titled “Changes to paper
are ‘disappointing’”). | am disappointed
in the new Chronicle, also. ..

m Why do you keep moving the horo-
scopes in the paper or not putting
them in at all? Today’s paper (Wednes-
day, Dec. 29), says they’re on A4,
which they are not. They’re on C6.
Please correct that.

m Well, “Poop in the Shoe” for whoev-
er destroyed the comics. The daily
comics are so bad. Sunday’s comics —
that is just a real joke. So, here we go,
please print this: “Poop in the Shoe” to
whoever did that.

| I'm responding to the changes to
the Chronicle newspaper. There are
many | do not like at all. But you’d fig-
ure as the new owner, that the true
Chronicle subscribers that have been

reading the Chronicle for years, you'd
figure you would have took a survey
and input their opinions on how to
improve the paper instead of just doing
it yourself. There’s comics | don’t like
and some of the fonts is way too small
— like your lottery, you need a magnify-
ing glass to see the letters. In my point
of view, I'm not very happy with the
changes you have made this far.

m | really, really, really miss some of
the old comics, like “Big Nate,” “Arlo
and Janis” and “For Better or Worse.”
Please bring those back.

W How come you don’t have Fantasy 5
anymore and the results the next day
and the same thing with Jackpot Triple
Play?

m Just calling to say that your new
lineup of the Comics Page and the new
comics and the deletion of the older
ones really sucks.

It's a must to address
homelessness in county

The letter to the editor by
William New on Dec. 24
was spot on (Page A10, ti-
tled “Don’t San Francisco
my Florida™). The Withla-
coochee State Trail used
to be 46 continuous miles
long, but now it is divided
into two parts by the dan-
gerous, threatening home-
less camp between miles
34 and 35. So it’s now two
trails: one 34 miles long
and one 11 miles long. No

563-0579

one wants to use the “noman’s land”

that is the homeless camp, because
of the stench ... the beggars and the
very real threat to our safety. We
must address the very se-
rious challenges of home-
lessness in Citrus County,
not just ignore those who
find themselves in that sad
situation. The State Trail
is a huge economic driver
for this county, but will not
remain so if this homeless
camp is allowed to flour-
ish on this site. Florida
State Parks, Citrus County
agencies and private indi-
viduals must work togeth-
er to correct this situation.

CiTrRus CouNTY CHRONICLE

“The key to successful leadership today

is influence, not authority.”

Giving food, hope

his season, give the gift of
food. And health. And hope.
As the year ends, a lot of folks
are thinking about their chari-
table contributions, and there is
no better place for your donated
dollars than your

Steve local food bank
or other nutrition
RObets programs.
s The need is

acute, as the
damaging effects
of the pandemic
continue to ripple
through the econo-
my while inflation
— the worst in 40
years — wrecks family budgets.
As Bloomberg reports, “Hunger is
rising this holiday season with the
U.S. Census Bureau estimating
more than 21 million Americans
didn’t have enough to eat in early
December as pandemic relief
payments run out and grocery
prices rise.”

The crunch is about to get
worse. Expanded tax credits,
which gave poor families an
extra $300 per child each month,
recently lapsed and have not been
renewed by a Congress struggling
with partisan and ideological
divisions.

“The majority of parents have
reported using the mid-month
cash infusions for food, according
to Census Bureau surveys be-
tween July and September,” adds
Bloomberg. “Studies have found
making the payments permanent
could significantly reduce child-
hood poverty.”

But the moral obligation to
alleviate hunger is combined with
very practical benefits. Think
of food as an investment, which
actually generates generous
dividends. Few, if any, charitable
gestures can make such a direct
and decisive impact on the lives,
and futures, of children.

Dr. Megan Sandel, co-director

of the Boston Medical Center’s
Grow Clinic, described for NPR
the effects of malnutrition: “We’ll
see what you think of as a really
cute 1-year-old. And when you
start talking to their mother, you
realize the child’s 2 years old and
hasn’t outgrown their 12-month-
old clothes. ... That child (is) not
getting enough to eat, not gaining
weight, but they’re actually start-
ing to stunt their height and po-
tentially stunt their brain growth
during a really critical period.

“And those can be really
impressive changes that result in
kids, say, not growing up well, not
being able to show up to kinder-
garten ready to learn, and we pay
those consequences over a life-
time,” Dr. Sandel explained. “And
so time is of the essence. We need
to really make sure that families
don’t fall off the cliff, especially
in this time with such high food
inflation.”

The impact of chronic hunger
continues to echo well past early
childhood. When Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack recently
announced a 27 percent increase
in food stamp benefits, he empha-
sized that improving family diets
“is more than a commitment to
good nutrition — it’s an investment
in our nation’s health, economy
and security.”

“Ensuring low-income families
have access to a healthy diet helps
prevent disease, supports children
in the classroom, reduces health
care costs and more,” Vilsack
added.

Public policy can certainly help
combat hunger, and more robust
food stamp allowances are a
positive step. Extending the child
tax credit is another imperative.
But fortunately, food is an area
were government is not the only
recourse or resource. Communi-
ties and individuals can make a
big difference as well.

Take Niyati Parekh, professor

of public health nutrition at New
York University, who notes,
“around one-third of all food
globally is wasted, especially
nutrient-dense foods such as
fruits, vegetables and dairy. How
can we divert food, particularly
perishables, from being wasted
and redirect it to those who are
food insecure?”

Her answer is creating a mobile
app called Food2Share, designed
as a digital marketplace to connect
local restaurants with food-inse-
cure individuals. Once the app
is launched, people will be able
to claim unused food from local
restaurants.

Then there is Turquoise LeJeune
Parker, an elementary school-
teacher in Durham, North Caroli-
na, who realized several years ago
that many of her students were
going hungry during vacations
because they relied so heavily on
subsidized meals provided at their
schools.

She started small, raising enough
money to feed 22 students during
the Christmas holidays. This year
she raised more than $100,000,
reports The Washington Post, and
“about 5,200 students took home
bags filled with a two-week supply
of cereal, bread, peanut butter,
pasta, granola bars, oatmeal, beans,
mac ‘n’ cheese, canned chicken,
fruit and vegetables.”

“It really took off and made such
an impact for these families that I
knew I had to keep going,” Parker
told the Post. “Food is something
that no one can do without. It’s
not only a basic human need, it’s a
human right.”

Not everyone can have the im-
pact of Niyati Parekh or Turquoise
Parker. But everyone can find a
way to help make food a “human
right.”

Steven Roberts teaches politics and
Journalism at George Washington Uni-
versity. He can be contacted by email at
stevecokie@gmail.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Vaccines are difference

between life, death

In 1905, Harvard professor
George Santayana was credited
with the famous quote “those
who cannot remember the past
are condemned to repeat it”. This
was later revised to say “those
who do not learn from history are
doomed to repeat it.” The good
professor was never more right
than today.

It seems that millions of Amer-
icans would like to wear an arm-
band that says “unvaccinated and
proud of it”” As a child of post-
World War II, my parents had
to bring proof of vaccinations to
my school before I could attend
classes. The required immuniza-
tions were for diphtheria, tetanus
and whooping cough (pertussis)
or DTP as it was called, and also
smallpox. At that time, millions
of parents remembered what
those diseases were like and they
probably knew someone who did
not survive one of those night-
mare illnesses. Parents, mine
included, felt grateful that their
child would not succumb as so
many others had in the past.

Today, few people remember
diphtheria but it was a particular-
ly heartbreaking disease. Caused
by a bacterium, the word diphthe-
ria comes from the Greek word
for leather. The bacteria produced
a toxin which caused leather-like

patches to grow in the throat and
the patches grew day by day to
completely block the airway. It
was especially deadly to children
who had small airways. It was a
disease that slowly suffocated its
victims and it infected the young,
the old, rich and poor alike. No
one knew when it would strike
their family.

A victim of COVID-19 suffers
in much the same way because it
is a respiratory disease. The pa-
tient dies when they can no lon-
ger take in oxygen.

Vaccines are the great triumph
over mortality and represent hu-
man ingenuity at its best. If you
distrust vaccines, you are too
young to remember how devas-
tating many diseases were and
the thousands of lives lost be-
fore we had vaccines. Currently,
1300 people a day are dying from
COVID. Now more than ever, if
we fail to remember the past we
are doomed to repeat it and die
needlessly.

Mary Lynn
Homosassa

Chronicle’s editorial
raises questions,

misses facts

Jeff Bryan’s editorial on Dec.
30 seems out of touch with real-
ity. Asking many questions, but
not giving any answers.

As of the day of the articles

print, there are 45 states that al-
low open carry, with or without
a permit. Per Orlando Sentinels
on Dec. 10, an article states that
since open carry laws were im-
plemented in these 45 states,
none of the states have seen any-
thing like Mr. Bryan questions in
his opinion.

Instead of asking questions,
there needs to be facts stated. If
it is such a bad idea, why have
many other states adopted open
carry and have seen zero attempts
to undo the law.

Why would the Chronicle not
do a journalistic piece where
facts are printed? It is interesting
that a woman needing to protect
herself from a stalker in Florida
and wants to protect herself legal-
ly, it can take up to four months
for her to obtain her concealed
weapon permit. A lot can happen
in four months.

As a final note according to
opencarry.org’s media summary,
there are only five states in the
U.S. that do not allow open carry
with or without a permit. They are
Florida, California, New York, II-
linois, and South Carolina.

Maybe the governor is on to
something.

We applaud Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis for putting power back into
the people’s hands and allowing
them to protect themselves.

Rocco Foley
Crystal River

THE CHRONICLE invites you to call “Sound Off” with your opinions about local subjects. You do not need to leave your name, and have less than a minute to record.
COMMENTS will be edited for length, libel, personal or political attacks and good taste. Editors will cut libelous material. OPINIONS expressed are purely those of the callers.
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DeSantis’ budget allocates $4 billion to state colleges, universities

By BETHANY BLANKLEY
The Center Square

When the Florida legislature
meets in January, it will scour
through a range of funding
initiatives prioritized in the
fiscal 2023 budget proposal
from Gov. Ron DeSantis. A
big chunk of it includes an
historic $23.9 billion in pro-
posed funding to education,
of which $13.3 billion would
go to K-12 public schools
serving Florida’s nearly 3
million students.

DeSantis” education bud-
get also seeks to allocate $4
billion to fund Florida state
colleges and universities, as
well as extensive funding to
overhaul and expand work-
force development programs,
grants and scholarships.

If approved by lawmakers,
it would allocate $1.3 billion
to fund Florida’s state col-
leges and $2.7 billion to Flori-
da’s state universities, with no
tuition or fee increases.

“Our students and families
should not face any additional
financial burdens as they are
completing their education,’
the governor’s budget sum-
mary states.

It also would allocate
roughly $122 million in op-
erating funds to Florida’s his-
torically black colleges and

universities, including over
$90 million to Florida A&M
University, $16.96 million to
Bethune-Cookman  Univer-
sity, $7.4 million to Edward
Waters College, and $7 mil-
lion to Florida Memorial Uni-
versity.

The budget also maintains
$20.8 million for the Flori-
da Postsecondary Academic
Library Network used by
the Florida College System
and State University System.
This includes $9 million in
proposed funding to state
colleges and $11.8 million
to state universities for e-re-
sources, technical support and
distance learning technology.

The governor’s budget pro-
posal also allocates $602 mil-
lion to fund the state’s Bright
Futures Scholarship Program
and $40 million to provide a
$300 stipend to each Florida
Academic Scholar for both
fall and spring semesters. It
also would provide $35 mil-
lion to the Open Door Grant
Program to fund school dis-
trict workforce education in-
stitutions and Florida College
System institutions.

Another priority of the ed-
ucation portion of the budget
is to expand the affordability
of workforce training and cre-
dentialing for Floridians. To
do this, the budget seeks to

allocate more than $534 mil-
lion to support workforce ed-
ucation programs, including
$15 million for the governor’s
Pathways to Career Opportu-
nities Grant Program, which
supports  pre-apprenticeship
and apprenticeship programs
for high school and college
students.

It proposes $560 million in
performance funding for state
universities, $25 million for
two incentive funds for state
colleges, and funding for stu-
dents earning industry certifi-
cations in high-skill, high-de-
mand areas at state colleges
($14 million) and career tech-
nical centers ($6.5 million).

Leigh Trail / Shutterstock.com
Students gather and socialize on the quad near the Marshall Stu-
dent Center on the University of South Florida college campus
in Tampa. Gov. Ron DeSantis’ education budget also seeks to
allocate $4 billion to fund Florida state colleges and universities,
as well as extensive funding to overhaul and expand workforce
development programs, grants and scholarships.

It also would completely
overhaul Florida’s workforce
training and development
system, allocating another
$100 million to implement
the Consumer-first Workforce
System.

In addition to apprenticeship
programs, technical centers
and state college and univer-
sity workforce development
programs, it also would fund
two new programs designed
to expand Florida’s police
force.

DeSantis earlier this year
invited law enforcement offi-
cers from other states or cities
impacted by movements to
defund their police depart-

ments to relocate to Florida.
He offered to pay officers a
$5,000 hiring bonus, cover
their relocation expenses and
costs related to exams and
other related training pro-
grams. Several from New
York City have already tak-
en him up on the offer and
moved to Florida.

The budget proposal would
fund this initiative by allo-
cating $25 million to cover
the cost of the $5,000 bonus
payments, which is also of-
fered to new recruits who live
in Florida. It also allocates $6
million to fund two educa-
tional and workforce devel-
opment programs: $5 million
to a Law Enforcement Acade-
my Scholarship Program and
$1 million to establish an Out-
of-State Law Enforcement
Equivalency Reimbursement
initiative.

The funding would cover
the cost of law enforcement
academies for prospective of-
ficers, the State Officer Cer-
tification Exam fee and any
necessary equivalency train-
ing program costs for relocat-
ing officers.

DeSanits’ budget also seeks
to spend $100 million to fund
workforce development cap-
italization incentive grants to
help recipients purchase of
instructional equipment, lab-

oratory equipment, supplies,
or other expenses.

Florida’s higher education
system has been ranked the
best in the nation for five con-
secutive years by U.S. News
and World Report. The Sun-
shine state boasts five of the
top 100 public universities in
the country, including one in
the top 5, and another in the
top 20.

The University of Florida
was just ranked the fifth best
public university in the na-
tion by U.S. News & World
Report’s 2022 Best College
report. It also ranked ninth
best for student outcomes, ty-
ing with Stanford and Brown
universities. It was also listed
among the top schools for un-
dergraduate research and for
veterans, and its online under-
graduate program was ranked
the third best in the country.

Florida Southern College
was named the best Christian
College in the state for 2022
by EDsmart. The Princeton
Review’s Best 387 Colleges
guide also listed it in its top
20 most beautiful campuses
in the nation.

Florida’s colleges and uni-
versities also provide some of
the lowest tuitions in the U.S.
for public four-year institu-
tions, the governor’s office
notes.
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Wyld Palms final plan.

PALMS

From page At

requirements and complied
with the few changes that
city staff requested.
Williams said in early
2021 the anticipated reviv-
al of the Wyld Palms subdi-

vision was stalled because
of the owner’s reluctance
to risk their 300-plus con-
dominium entitlement in
favor of a subdivision with
a reduced number of town-
homes and single-family
lots.

To address the owner’s
concern, city officials of-

fered a streamlined approv-
al process conditioned on
the sale of the property to
Garden Street Communi-
ties.

Williams said the devel-
oper has met all other con-
ditions required through
the development process.

The plat will be presented

TAX
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below normal at 6.9 per-
cent for November 2021,”
the report said. “This was
the second month of subpar
savings.”

Lawmakers will start the
legislative session Jan. 11
and will be flush with cash
because of a flood of fed-
eral stimulus money and
the higher-than-expected
state tax collections. Gov.
Ron DeSantis has proposed
a $99.7 billion budget that
will serve as a starting
point as lawmakers negoti-
ate a final spending plan for
the fiscal year that will start
July 1.

Economists  periodical-
ly revise projections of
general revenue, with the
latest revision in August.
In addition to topping the
projections by $398.8 mil-
lion in November, the state
exceeded them by $435.5
million in October and
$442.2 million in Septem-
ber.

The vast majority of the
November boost came
from sales taxes, which
were $294.8 million over
projections, according to
the report. The state had
expected to collect $2.3792

billion in sales taxes and
brought in $2.674 billion.

The state also collected
$29.1 million more than

expected in documenta-
ry-stamp taxes, which stem
from real-estate transac-
tions.

“We Cater to
Cowards!”

Experience The Difference
HONEST e PROFESSIONAL o COMPASSIONATE

“You deserve a beautiful,
healthy smile without
high-pressure sales tactics. We
offer conservative treatment
plans, a friendly staff, and a

Dr. Ledger i

2020 Healthcare
Heroes Winner
Dental Excellence

FREE SECOND
OPINION.

(352)

Dr. Baker

e CROWNS o ADULT SHORTTERM BRACES
e DENTURES o PARTIALS ® BRIDGES
* IMPLANTS e COSMETIC DENTISTRY e KIDS

Ledger Dentistry

Jeremy A. Ledger, D.M.D.
3640 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34448

LedgerDentistry.com

safe and
comforiable
environment

for all our

patients.”

628-3443

50007722

Fred Hiers / Chronicle Reporter

to the city council during
its regularly scheduled
meeting Tuesday, Jan. 4.

The council meeting be-
gins at 5:30 p.m. at City
Hall, 212 W. Main St., In-
verness.

Fred Hiers is a reporter at the
Citrus Chronicle. E-mail him at
fred.hiers@chronicleonline.com

BINGO AT AMERICAN
LEGION POST 155
Mondays and Thursdays
1PM - 4PM re
Open to the Public zz.f ;’
FOOD - GAMES - FUN /3] gg

1. AMERCANLEGONPOST 155
T, D
m\é

6585 West Gulfto Lake Hwy,

Crystal River, FL 34429
EVERY SATURDAY
12 Noon till 3pm

76051005

UBLIC /s -
Speed WELCOME, LE

starts at [
11:30am V"

Eagles Aerie 4272
5340 W. Grover Cleveland
Homosassa, FL 34446

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
352-746-6921

Located County Rd. 486 &
Pine Cone ¢ Lecanto, FL
(1/2 Mile East of County Rd. 491)

Smoke-Free Environment
FREE Coffee & Tea
TV Monitors for Your Convenience
~ Sandwiches & Snacks ~

BINGO
Every Wednesday
& Friday at 6PM!
We will follow COVID-19 Guidelines.

yALL PAPER BINGO PRIZES
*50 10 *250

[ PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT |
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Food pantries

B Food and non-food
items will be available from
10 a.m. to noon on the fourth
Saturday of each month at
North Oak Church, 9324
N. Elkcam Blvd. in Citrus
Springs. Enter the church
property from North Cit-
rus Springs Boulevard and
a supply of paper products,
detergents, personal items
and more will be brought to
your car. Then, follow the
driveway and food items
will also be brought to the
vehicle. Items vary based on
availability while supplies
last. For more information,
visit northoakbc.org.

W Citrus County Family
Resource Center — 9:30 a.m.
to 430p.m. Monday
through Friday (holiday
hours vary), 3660 N. Carl G.
Rose Highway, Hernando.
For information, call 352-
344-1001.

W Daystar Life Center —
9 am. to 1:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday (excluding
holidays), 6751 W. Gulf-
to-Lake Highway, Crystal
River. 352-795-8668. Food
for dogs and cats may also
be available. Other assis-
tance available. A commu-
nity service resource.

B First Baptist Church
of Homosassa Life Care
Center — 9 to 10:30 am.
Mondays and Thursdays
for bread distribution at
10540 W. Yulee Drive, Ho-
mosassa. Homosassa res-
idents may receive a bag
of canned and dry goods

WE ARE OPEN!

JACKPOTS INCREASE WEEKLY
EVERY MONDAY

Doors open at 12:00pm with _

games starting at 1:00pm.

Qn s

Elks Lodge #2522
3575 E. Lake Place, Hernando

Phone 352-726-2027

MAD HATTER, COVERALL AND OTHERS.
Public Invited « SMOKE FREE
Soft drinks available and snacks:
Free coffee & a hotdog.

FOOD PROGRAMS

once a month. Call 352-
628-3858. We Care Mobile
Pantry is at the church on
the first Thursday of every
month from 9-11 a.m.

B A food pantry is pro-
vided by St. Timothy Lu-
theran Church and Life Tree
Church from 9:30 am. to
noon every Tuesday at Life
Tree Church at 1501 SE
U.S. 19, Crystal River. Call
352-403-1498.

B St. Anne’s Episcopal
Church — 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
first and third Mondays and
second and fourth Wednes-
days of every month in the
church’s side parking lot,
9870 W. Fort Island Trail,
Crystal River. Registration
and ID is required. Call 352-
795-2176.

W Citrus United Basket
(CUB) - 9 am. to 2:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday,
1201 Parkside Ave.,
Inverness, to assist Citrus
County residents facing

temporary hardship. Call
352-344-2242 or go online
to citrusunitedbasket.org.

Beverly Hills )
352-228-0450

Hours:

MON. 6PM & Bingoi >
go in Town!
THURS. 12:30PM $10for 20 Games €
Doors Open
2

Eoffee Br?\g mlsa)up_on:

[)‘ ~{ & Hot Tea Buy 1
$1150 et Ve o

in prizes every Nominal Cost
oo V@R Get 4 e

&5, Citrus Springs
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*BINGO

Citrus Springs Community Center
1570 W. Citrus Springs Boulevard

Doors Open at
12:30 pm
Bingo Begins at
1:30 pm

Limited Food Available (No Grill Items)

BINGO GAMES PLAYED
2 & 4" SUNDAY EACH MONTH!

Food/Snack/Drink Concession €
Where Friends & Fun = Winners!

50010120

%z DOORS OPEN MONDAYS AT 4PM KON,
NS e PLAY BEGINS AT 5:45PM \

New $15 BINGO Package!
Includes: 1 to 6 papers, 2 yellow, 2 red,
AND 2 purple Jackpots!

WE WILL FOLLOW COVID-19 GUIDELINES

P

50013074

— FOOD CONCESSION -

» Stinger Jackpot Special (max payout $1,199)
o Jackpots $250 (based on attendance)

HOMOSASSA LIONS CLUB HOUSE ¢ RT. 490 ¢ 628-2461

FREE COFFEE & TEA —

550 U.S. HWY. 41 SOUTH
INVERNESS, FL

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CHURCH

BINGO IS BACK!

Tuesday at Noon, Thursday at 6:00pm
Main Door opens 2 hours prior to games.
We follow recommended CDC guidelines.

Tuesday at Noon
Thursday at 6:00pm

* 2 Jackpots.............

FIREBALL JACKPOT SPECIAL

Progressive Bingo, increases weekly, with
a maximum payout of $1199
» 8 speed games....... $50 payout
* 18 regular games...$50 payou
.$150 and $200
« 50/50 game « Winner take all

(If attendance is less than 100, prizes may be reduced)

Concessions |
t Available

50013083

$12 Package (Includes Jackpots) $5 Speed Package




A8 Monday, January 3, 2022

Citrus County Chronicle

NaTION & WORLD

CiTrRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE

Alberto Pezzali / AP
People, some wearing masks, gather on the south bank of river Thames to celebrate New Year’s Eve, in London, on New Year’s Eve.
In Britain, where the highly contagious variant of the coronavirus has sent caseloads soaring to record highs, Health Secretary Sajid
Javid said Monday no further restrictions will be introduced in England before the new year.

UK makes omicron contingency
plans for hospitals, schools

By MIKE FULLER
Associated Press

LONDON — The U.K.
government has been mak-
ing contingency plans in
case hospitals, schools and
other workplaces are hit by
major staff shortages amid
the country’s record-break-
ing spike in coronavirus in-
fections.

Public sector workplac-
es have been preparing for
staff absences ranging from
10 percent to 25 percent as
COVID-19 sickens more
people or forces them to
isolate, the Cabinet Office
said.

The highly transmissible
omicron variant has caused
Britain’s daily new caseload
to soar over Christmas and
the New Year, with a new
daily high of 189,000 on
Dec. 31. A further 137,583
infections and 73 deaths
were added for England
and Wales only on Sunday,
with numbers for Scotland
and Northern Ireland to be
announced after the holiday
weekend.

About 1 in 25 people in
England — or about 2 million
people — had COVID-19 in

the week before Christmas,
the Office of National Sta-
tistics estimated. In Lon-
don, the figure was 1 in 15.

Cabinet Office Minister
Stephen Barclay said there
had already been “signifi-
cant” absences and the gov-
ernment was preparing for
“every eventuality”.

“It’s important that those
contingency plans are re-
freshed and that we take
measures to mitigate those
impacts,” Barclay said.

Ministers have cited in-
creased support for more
virus testing, better venti-
lation in schools and work-
places, and drafting former
teachers or even volunteers
to prevent absences from
having a serious impact on
schools.

Devolved authorities in
Scotland, Wales and North-
ern Ireland have imposed
limits on events and social
gatherings in the face of
the fast-spreading omicron.
But Health Secretary Sajid
Javid says adding new re-
strictions is a “last resort”
for England, despite the
climbing daily infection
rate. Barclay backed this
strategy again Sunday, ar-

guing the reintroduction of
light restrictions in Decem-
ber as omicron began to
take hold had brought about
a “significant behaviour
change” with people reduc-
ing their social contacts.

The public had been ad-
vised to test themselves
ahead of joining any New
Year’s celebrations.

National Health Service
leaders say absences have
already added to the heavy
pressures on U.K. hospi-
tals, even though the over-
all number of people be-
ing treated for COVID-19
remains much lower than
last winter. NHS Providers
chief executive Chris Hop-
son said staff have been
working “flat out” and the
early days of 2022 would
be “crucial” in showing
whether further measures
are needed.

Secondary school stu-
dents in England will be
required to wear face masks
when they return to classes
after the Christmas holi-
days. Education Secretary
Nadhim Zahawi said the
move was an attempt to
“minimise disruption” and
prevent teachers and pupils

from being forced to stay at
home.

The U.K. Health Security
Agency has maintained its
support for the seven-day
isolation period for those
who have contracted the
virus and are fully vaccinat-
ed. But Paul Hunter, a pro-
fessor of health protection
at the University of East
Anglia, told ITV that the
requirement should be re-
duced to five days as stud-
ies had shown people were
“very unlikely” to be infec-
tious after this point.

The number of COVID-19
patients requiring hospital
treatment across Britain has
increased much more slow-
ly than new infections, but
in the last week reached its
highest level since February
2021.

The government’s push to
deliver COVID-19 boosters
has now seen over 50 per-
cent of the population re-
ceive a third dose.

Overall, the U.K. has re-
ported more than 13.1 mil-
lion infections and more
than 149,000 deaths linked
to COVID-19, the second
highest death toll in Europe
behind Russia.

personal

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)
— Twitter said Sunday it
had banned the personal
account of far-right Rep.
Marjorie Taylor Greene
for multiple violations of
the platform’s COVID-19
misinformation policy, the
latest strike against the
firebrand whose embrace
of conspiracy theories has
been called “a cancer” for
the GOP and led the House
to boot her from commit-
tees.

The Georgia Republi-
can’s account was perma-
nently suspended under
the “strike” system Twitter
launched in March, which
uses artificial intelligence
to identify posts about the
coronavirus that are mis-
leading enough to cause
harm to people. Two or
three strikes earn a 12-
hour account lock. Four
strikes prompt a weeklong
suspension. Five or more
strikes can get someone
permanently removed from
Twitter.

In a statement on the
messaging app Telegram,
Greene blasted Twitter’s
move as un-American. She
wrote that her account was
suspended after tweeting
statistics from the Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting
System, a government da-
tabase that includes unver-
ified raw data.

“Twitter is an enemy to

Twitter bans
Rep. Greene’s

account

for COVID claims

America and can’t handle
the truth,” Greene said.
“That’s fine, I'll show
America we don’t need
them and it’s time to defeat
our enemies.”

Twitter had previously
suspended Greene’s per-
sonal account for periods
ranging from 12 hours to
a full week. The ban ap-
plies to Greene’s person-
al account, @mtgreenee,
but does not affect her
official Twitter account,
@RepMTG.

The first-term has repeat-
edly stirred controversy
over inflammatory com-
mentary.

On social media, she has
voiced support for racist
views, unfounded QAnon
pro-Donald Trump con-
spiracy theories such as the
lie that the 2020 election
was stolen and calls for
violence against Demo-
cratic politicians, including
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, D-Calif.

Last February, Senate Re-
publican leader Mitch Mc-
Connell called her embrace
of conspiracy theories and
“loony lies” a “cancer for
the Republican Party.” The
Democratic-led House that
same month tossed her
from her two committee
assignments, the House
Education and Labor Com-
mittee as well as the House
Budget Committe.

J. Scott Applewhite / AP

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., listens during a news con-
ference about the treatment of people being held in the District
of Columbia jail who are charged with crimes in the Jan. 6
insurrection, at the Capitol in Washington on Dec. 7. Twitter on
Sunday banned the personal account of Greene for multiple
violations of its COVID-19 misinformation policy, according to
a statement from the company.

EU draft on financing nuclear
and gas plants raises criticism

By RAF CASERT
and KIRSTEN GRIESHABER
Associated Press

BRUSSELS — Draft Eu-
ropean Union plans that
would allow nuclear and
gas energy to remain part
of the bloc’s path to a cli-
mate-friendly future came
under immediate criticism
over the weekend from both
environmentalists and some
governing political parties in
EU member nations.

In draft conclusions seen
by The Associated Press, the
EU’s executive commission
proposes a classification sys-
tem for defining what counts
as an investment in sustain-
able energy. Under certain
conditions, it would allow
gas and nuclear energy to be
part of the mix.

The plans would have a
huge impact on nuclear-fired
economies like France and on
Germany’s gas-fueled power
plants since they might have
had to fundamentally change
their strategies.

Energy use accounts for
about three-quarters the
greenhouse gas emissions
produced in the EU and
is thus instrumental to the
27-nation bloc’s efforts to
meet its commitments for
curbing global warming.

The plans still need the
backing of a large majority
of the 27 member states and
a simple majority in the Eu-
ropean Parliament. But the

initial thrust from the EU
Commission is a key ele-
ment of the procedure for
passage.

“Classifying  investments
in gas and nuclear power as
sustainable contradicts the
Green Deal,” the EU’s initia-
tive that is intended to make
the bloc climate-neutral by
2050, said Ska Keller, the
president of the Green group
in the European Parliament.

France has asked for nu-
clear power to be included in
the so-called “taxonomy”” by
the end of the year, leading
the charge with several oth-
er EU countries that operate
nuclear power plants and
want to make it eligible for
green financing.

French Minister for Eu-
ropean  Affairs Clement
Beaune said the proposal is
good on a technical level and
insisted on Sunday that the
bloc “cannot become carbon
neutral by 2050 without nu-
clear energy.

Julian Stratenschulte via AP
Steam rises from the cooling towers of the Grohnde nuclear
power plant near Grohnde, Germany on Dec. 29.

Germany, the EU’s big-
gest economy, is heading
the other way, Germany shut
down half of the six nuclear
plants it still had in operation
on Friday, a year before the
country draws the final cur-
tain on its decades-long use
of atomic power.

Gas is a polluting fossil
fuel, but it is still considered
a bridge technology by the
EU to reach a cleaner energy
future.

German Economy Minister
Robert Habeck criticized the
plan to classify investments
in gas and nuclear power
plants as climate-friendly.

“The EU Commission’s
proposals water down the
good label for sustainability,”
Habeck, who represents the
Germany’s environmentalist
Greens in the country’s coa-
lition government, told Ger-
man news agency dpa. “We
don’t see how to approve
the new proposals of the EU
Commission,” he said.

Fauci: CDC mulling COVID test
requirement for asymptomatic

By HOPE YEN
and AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON As
the COVID-19 omicron
variant surges across the
United States, top federal
health officials are looking
to add a negative test along
with its five-day isolation
restrictions for asymptom-
atic Americans who catch
the coronavirus, the White
House’s top medical adviser
said Sunday.

Dr. Anthony Fauci said the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention is now con-
sidering including the nega-
tive test as part of its guid-
ance after getting significant
“pushback” on its updated
recommendations last week.

Under that Dec. 27 guid-
ance, isolation restrictions
for people infected with
COVID-19 were shortened
from 10 days to five days if
they are no longer feeling
symptoms or running a fe-
ver. After that period, they
are asked to spend the fol-
lowing five days wearing a
mask when around others.

The guidelines have since
received  criticism  from
many health professionals
for not specifying a negative
antigen test as a requirement
for leaving isolation.

“There has been some con-
cern about why we don’t ask
people at that five-day peri-
od to get tested,” Fauci said.
“Looking at it again, there

may be an option in that,
that testing could be a part
of that, and I think we’re go-
ing to be hearing more about
that in the next day or so
from the CDC.”

Fauci, the nation’s top in-
fectious diseases expert, said
the U.S. has been seeing al-
most a “vertical increase” of
new cases, NOw averaging
400,000 cases a day, with
hospitalizations also up.

“We are definitely in the
middle of a very severe
surge and uptick in cases,”
he said. “The acceleration of
cases that we’ve seen is real-
ly unprecedented, gone well
beyond anything we’ve seen
before.”

Fauci said he’s concerned
that the omicron variant is
overwhelming the health
care system and causing a
“major disruption” on other
essential services.

“When I say major disrup-
tions, you’re certainly going
to see stresses on the system
and the system being people
with any kind of jobs ... par-
ticularly with critical jobs
to keep society functioning
normally,” Fauci said. “We
already know that there are
reports from fire depart-
ments, from police depart-
ments in different cities that
10, 20, 25 and sometimes
30 percent of the people are
ill. That’s something that we
need to be concerned about,
because we want to make
sure that we don’t have such
an impact on society that

there really is a disruption.
I hope that doesn’t happen.”

While there is “accumulat-
ing evidence” that omicron
might lead to less severe
illness, he cautioned that the
data remains early. Fauci
said he worries in particular
about the tens of millions
of unvaccinated Americans
because “a fair number of
them are going to get severe
disease.”

He urged Americans who
have not yet gotten vaccinat-
ed and boosted to do so and
to mask up indoors to pro-
tect themselves and blunt the
current surge of U.S. cases.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration last week said
preliminary research indi-
cates at-home rapid tests de-
tect omicron, but may have
reduced sensitivity. The
agency noted it’s still study-
ing how the tests perform
with the variant, which was
first detected in late Novem-
ber.

Fauci said Americans
“should not get the impres-
sion that those tests are not
valuable.”

“I think the confusion is
that rapid antigen tests have
never been as sensitive as
the PCR test,” Fauci said.
“They’re very good when
they are given sequentially.
So if you do them like may-
be two or three times over a
few-day period, at the end of
the day, they are as good as
the PCR. But as a single test,
they are not as sensitive.”
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Brady rallies Bucs past Jets

Wide receiver Antonio Brown walks away from team after tirade on sideline

By DENNIS WASZAK JR.
AP Pro Football Writer

EAST RUTHERFORD,
N.J. — Antonio Brown was
apparently frustrated and
angry. So he walked away.

From the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers. And possibly his
NFL career.

The mercurial wide re-
ceiver was kicked off the
Buccaneers after a bizarre,
shirtless exit from the field
before Tom Brady coolly
led the Bucs on a 93-yard
drive in the final minutes
for a 28-24 victory over the
New York Jets on Sunday.

Coach Bruce Arians said
after the game Brown was
off the team.

“He is no longer a Buc,”
Arians said. “All right?
That’s the end of the story.
Let’s talk about the guys
who went out there and won
the game.”

Brown’s mid-game melt-
down came late in the third
quarter with Tampa Bay
trailing 24-10. He appeared
animated while talking to
Mike Evans, who tried to
calm his teammate. But
Brown stripped off his pads,
jersey, gloves and T-shirt
— tossing the gloves and
T-shirt into the stands — and
then walked bare-chest-
ed down the sideline and
into the end zone. He then
waved to fans as jogged
through the end zone and
into the tunnel at MetLife
Stadium.

It appeared to be a show
of frustration by Brown,
who had three catches for
26 yards.

“I’'m not talking about it,”
Arians said. “He’s not part
of the Bucs.”

Brown was suspended
last month for three games
for violating the league’s
COVID-19 protocols. He
also has a history of per-
sonal conduct issues and
bizarre behavior.

John Munson / AP

Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Cameron Brate (84) scores a touchdown during the second half of Sunday’s game against the
New York Jets in East Rutherford, N.J.

“It’s a difficult situation,”’
Brady said. “Everybody
should do what they can
to help him in ways that
he really needs it. We all
love him. We care about
him deeply. We want to see
him be at his best. Unfortu-
nately, it won’t be with our
team. ... I think everyone
should be very compassion-
ate and empathetic toward
some very difficult things
that are happening.”

Brady connected with
Cameron Brate for a touch-
down on fourth-and-goal
from the 4 shortly after
Brown’s exit, and the QB
finished the Bucs’ rally with
a 33-yard touchdown pass
to Cyril Grayson with 15
seconds left.

The Bucs stuffed Jets QB
Zach Wilson on fourth-
and-2 at the 7 for no gain
with New York trying to
seal the victory. New York

coach Robert Saleh said the
play should’ve been a re-
verse to wide receiver Brax-
ton Berrios, but Wilson had
the option to sneak it based
on the look.

“We did a very poor job of
communicating that,” Saleh
said, adding that it just
makes you sick” because a
handoff to Berrios would’ve
likely been a first down.

Instead, it gave Brady and
the Bucs the ball back with

2:12 left.

And that was more than
enough time.

Brady marched the Bucca-
neers (12-4) down the field
on nine plays, zipping a
pass to Grayson — who was
elevated from the practice
squad — for the go-ahead
score. It was Brady’s third
TD pass of the game and
40th of the season, joining

See BUCS, page B3

2021 ALL-CHRONICLE CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS

Fastest from the
county on any surface

By MATT PFIFFNER
Sports editor

Boys

Cody Bishir, senior, Citrus

Randall Luke, junior, Cit-
rus

Brandon Rydzewski, se-
nior, Lecanto

Logan Shaw, junior, Citrus

Miles Tobin, 8th grade,
Seven Rivers Christian

Thomas Tyler, senior, Cit-
rus

Tristan Woods, senior, Cit-
rus

Boys Runner
of the Year finalists

Brandon Rydzewski, Sr.,
Lecanto

The Panther senior won
the Gulf Coast 8 Confer-
ence title this season, placed
second in the Citrus County
Championships, was 13th
at districts and ninth at re-
gionals, just missing out
on qualifying for the state
championships.

Thomas Tyler, Sr., Citrus

Was the leader of a strong
Hurricanes team that made
a return trip to state. Tyler
was second in the GCS,
won the county title, placed
eighth at districts, 11th at
regionals and paced Citrus
at 3A state with a 29th-
place effort.

Tristan Woods, Sr.,
Citrus

Pushed teammate Thomas
Tyler for the top spot on the
team all season. Woods was
third in the GCS8 and county
meets, 14th at districts, 12th
at regionals and finished off
the season 42nd at the state
finals.

Girls
Alex Garcia, senior, Le-
canto
Kendall Gibson, senior,
Citrus

Elise Leturno, senior, Le-
canto

Frances Martins, sopho-
more, Citrus

Aubrey Mueller, junior,
Citrus

Mackenzie Scordato, se-
nior, Citrus

Catalina Veldwijk, sopho-
more, Lecanto

Girls Runner
of the Year finalists

Kendall Gibson, Sr.,
Citrus

A strong performer for the
Hurricanes her entire career,
Gibson placed third in the
Gulf Coast 8 Conference,
was the county runner-up,
placed 25th at districts and
47th at regionals.

Mackenzie Scordato,
Sr., Citrus

The Hurricane closed out
a stellar career with another
outstanding season. She was
runner-up in the GC8, won
the Citrus County Champi-
onship, placed third at dis-
tricts and 27th at regionals.

Catalina Veldwijk, So.,
Lecanto

The sophomore Panther
won the GC8 championship
this fall, placed fifth at dis-
tricts and seventh at region-
als to qualify for the Class
3A state championships,
where she finished 43rd.

Note: The athlete of the year
finalists and winners in each sport
will be honored this spring at the
annual Student Athletic Recogni-
tions banquet.

Tristan Woods, senior, Citrus

Catalina Veldwijk, sophomore, Lecanto

Rivals
meet
again

Alabama takes
on Georgia for
the CFP title

By TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI GARDENS —
Alabama has a chance
to repeat. Georgia has a
chance for revenge.

The rematch is set, and
it will decide the College
Football Playoff nation-
al championship. After
a pair of easy wins in
the semifinals on Friday
night, the Crimson Tide
and the Bulldogs — the
only two teams to be
ranked No. 1 in the AP
Top 25 this season — will
meet again to decide the
title on Jan. 10 in India-
napolis.

Alabama will be seeking
a seventh national cham-
pionship in the last 13
years under coach Nick
Saban. Georgia is playing
with hopes of claiming its
first national title since
Herschel Walker led the
Bulldogs to the title in the
1980 season.

“I think we’re good
enough,” Georgia quarter-
back Stetson Bennett said
in the din of the Orange
Bowl postgame celebra-
tion. “Obviously, they’re
a great team. But we’re
going to enjoy this one to-
night and start preparing
for them tomorrow.”

This matchup comes
after Alabama — big un-
derdogs entering that
game — had little trouble
in what became a 41-24
win over Georgia in the
SEC championship game
back on Dec. 4, costing
the Bulldogs a chance at
an undefeated season and
giving the defending na-
tional champion Crimson
Tide a trip back into the
playoff mix.

Alabama needed that
win.

Weirdly, Georgia felt it
needed that loss.

“For our team, it was a
wake-up call,” Georgia
offensive lineman Jama-
ree Salyer said that night.
“I think we needed one.
We got a wake-up call
from a really good team.
If we get a chance in
the playoffs, I think that
wake-up call will help
propel us forward.”

Oh, the Bulldogs were
awake on Friday night.

They blew out Michi-
gan 34-11 in the Orange
Bowl, taking the field not
long after Alabama had
little trouble dismissing
Cincinnati 27-6 in the
other CFP semifinal at the
Cotton Bowl.

“To have another oppor-
tunity to play for a nation-
al championship ... it’s
like a dream come true,”
Alabama running back
Brian Robinson Jr. said
after the Cotton Bowl.

Predictably, the Tide
didn’t do much talking
about Georgia following
their win. Most teams
would never go down that
road, talking about an op-
ponent in tournament play
before the next matchup is
actually set. But Georgia,
playing the later game on
Friday, probably could
have let Alabama be-
gin entering its thoughts
probably somewhere
around halftime when the
Bulldogs had a 27-3 lead
over the Wolverines.

“We’ve got a lot of
things to fix,” Georgia
coach Kirby Smart said
after the Orange Bowl.
“We got to fix some of
them over the break. They
got about a five-, six-hour
head start on us. We’ve

See CFP, page B3
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AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pct PF PA
x-Buffalo 10 6 0 .625 456 279
x-New England 10 6 0 .625 438 270
e-Miami 8 8 0 .500 308 349
e-N.Y. Jets 4 12 0 .250 300 477
South
W LT Pct PF PA
y-Tennessee 11 5 0 .688 391 329
Indianapolis 9 7 0 .563 440 339
e-Houston 4 12 0 .250 255 424
e-Jacksonville 2 14 0 .125 227 446
North
W LT Pt PF PA
y-Cincinnati 10 6 0 .625 444 355
Pittsburgh 7 7 1 .500 301 371
Baltimore 8 8 0 .500 374 376
e-Cleveland 7 8 0 .467 314 329
West
WLT Pt PF PA
y-Kansas City 11 5 0 .688 452 340
LA.Chargers 9 7 0 .563 442 424
Las Vegas 9 7 0 .563 339 407
Denver 7 9 0 438 311 294
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pt PF PA
y-Dallas 11 5 0 .688 479 332
Phila. 9 7 0 .563 418 334
e-Washington 6 10 0 .375 313 427
e-N.Y.Giants 4 12 0 .250 251 394
South
W LT Pct PF PA
y-TampaBay 12 4 0 .750 470 336
NewOrleans 8 8 0 .500 334 315
e-Atlanta 7 9 0 .438 293 429
e-Carolina 5 11 0 .313 287 363
North
W LT Pct PF PA
y-GreenBay 12 3 0 .800 383 324
Minnesota 7 8 0 .467 384 372
e-Chicago 6 10 0 .375 294 376
e-Detroit 2 13 1 .156 288 437
West
W LT Pct PF PA
x-LA.Rams 12 4 0 .750 436 345
x-Arizona 11 5 0 .688 419 328
SanFrancisco 9 7 0 .563 400 341
e-Seattle 6 10 0 .375 357 336

e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
Sunday’s Games
Buffalo 29, Atlanta 15
Chicago 29, N.Y. Giants 3
Cincinnati 34, Kansas City 31
L.A. Rams 20, Baltimore 19
Las Vegas 23, Indianapolis 20
New England 50, Jacksonville 10
Phila. 20, Washington 16
Tampa Bay 28, N.Y. Jets 24
Tennessee 34, Miami 3
L.A. Chargers 34, Denver 13
San Francisco 23, Houston 7
Arizona 25, Dallas 22
New Orleans 18, Carolina 10
Seattle 51, Detroit 29
Minnesota at Green Bay
Monday’s Games
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 9
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Phila., 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Houston, 1 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Denver, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
Seattle at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.

TAMPA BAY 28, N.Y. JETS 24

TampaBay 7 3 7 11 — 28
N.Y. Jets 7 10 7 0 — 24
First Quarter

NYJ—-Berrios 1 run (Pineiro kick), 12:04.
TB—Evans 4 pass from Brady (Succop
kick), 5:43.

Second Quarter
NYJ—Berrios 9 pass from Wilson (Pineiro
kick), 13:43.

TB—FG Succop 39, 10:50.
NYJ—FG Pineiro 51, :01.

Third Quarter
NYJ—Ty.Johnson 1 run (Pineiro kick), 6:56.
TB—Brate 4 pass from Brady (Succop
kick), :29.

Fourth Quarter
TB—FG Succop 27, 7:36.

TB—Grayson 33 pass from Brady (Bell run),
115

A—T72,243.

TB NYJ
First downs 26 22
Total Net Yards 467 374
Rushes-yards 21-62  26-150
Passing 405 224
Punt Returns 1-3 0-0
Kickoff Returns 1-7 5-119
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-30
Comp-Att-Int 34-50-1  19-33-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-5 1-10
Punts 3-34.667  4-385
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards 4-39 2-14
Time of Possession 33:03 26:57

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—-Tampa Bay, Vaughn 8-31, Jones
10-26, Bell 3-5. N.Y. Jets, Carter 3-54,
Walter 14-49, Johnson 5-35, Berrios 2-12,
Wilson 2-0.

Passing—Tampa Bay, Brady 34-50-1-410.
N.Y. Jets, Wilson 19-33-0-234.
Receiving—Tampa Bay, Gronkowski 7-115,
Grayson 6-81, Johnson 4-50, Evans 4-47,
Bell 3-30, Brown 3-26, Perriman 2-41,
Vaughn 2-14, Brate 2-5, Jones 1-1. N.Y.
Jets, Berrios 8-65, Johnson 3-47, Yeboah
2-36, Cole 2-35, Brown 2-29, J.Smith 1-13,
Carter 1-9.

Missed Field Goals—None.

TENNESSEE 34, MIAMI 3

Miami 0 30 0 — 3
Tennessee 7 10 0 17 — 34
First Quarter
Ten—Swaim 1 pass from Tannehill (Bullock

kick), 1:24.
Second Quarter
Ten—FG Bullock 23, 14:15.

Mia—FG Sanders 39, 9:43.
Ten—Foreman 21 run (Bullock kick), 3:18.
Fourth Quarter
Ten—Firkser 15 pass from Tannehill (Bull-

ock kick), 7:42.

Ten—FG Bullock 44, 2:58.

Ten—Hilliard 39 run (Bullock kick), 1:53.
A—69,091.

Mia Ten
First downs 16 17
Total Net Yards 256 308
Rushes-yards 16-74  40-198
Passing 182 110
Punt Returns 2-15 3-28
Kickoff Returns 2-34 1-24
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 18-39-1  13-18-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-23 1-10
Punts 4-36.75  4-44.25
Fumbles-Lost 4-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 5-55 6-70
Time of Possession 26:48 32:58

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Miami, D.Johnson 7-49, Gaskin
5-23, Tagovailoa 2-1, Lindsay 2-1. Ten-
nessee, Foreman 26-132, Hilliard 8-45,
McNichols 2-14, Tannehill 4-7.
Passing—Miami, Tagovailoa 18-38-1-205,
Gesicki 0-1-0-0. Tennessee, Tannehill 13-
18-0-120.

Receiving—Miami, Gesicki 4-51, Parker
4-46, Waddle 3-47, Smythe 3-37, D.John-
son 2-16, Lindsay 1-8, Ford 1-0. Tennes-
see, Hilliard 3-33, Firkser 3-24, Swaim 3-9,
A.Brown 2-41, Rogers 2-13.

Missed Field Goals—Miami, Sanders 53.

N

Wade Payne / AP

Tennessee Titans wide receiver A.J. Brown (11) gets past
Miami Dolphins defenders Miami Dolphins Xavien Howard
(25) and Jevon Holland (8) in the first half of Sunday’s game

in Nashville, Tenn.

Titans clinch 2nd
straight AFC South,
beating Miami 34-3

By TERESA M. WALKER
AP Pro Football Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
The Tennessee Titans are
dancing as back-to-back
AFC South champs in a
season when they lost the
NFL’s leading rusher at
Halloween and have used
88 players — most ever in
a non-strike season for the
NFL.

Ryan Tannehill threw two
touchdown passes as the
Tennessee Titans clinched
their second straight divi-
sion title Sunday, snapping

the Miami Dolphins’ sev-
en-game winning streak
with a 34-3 win.

Miami came in as the first
team in NFL history to win
seven straight after a sev-
en-game skid. That surge
helped push the Dolphins
into the third and final wild-
card spot in the AFC, but
this loss seriously damaged

their playoff hopes.
“Anytime you don’t
have the performance

that you’re looking for,
you’re disappointed,” Mi-
ami coach Brian Flores
said.

Tonight’s game:

Cleveland at Pittsburgh: Ben Roethlis-
berger runs out onto the Heinz Field turf
for the 123rd and perhaps final time as

the starter. 8:15 p.m., ESPN.

Bengals top Chiefs, stop
KC 8-game winning streak

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CINCINNATI Evan
McPherson kicked a 20-
yard field goal as time ran
out, and the Cincinnati
Bengals earned their first
AFC North title and post-
season appearance in six
years with a wild 34-31
win over the Kansas City
Chiefs on Sunday.

Rookie Ja’Marr Chase
had a franchise-record 266
yards receiving and three
touchdowns on 11 catch-
es, Joe Burrow threw for
466 yards and four scores
while outdueling Patrick
Mahomes, and the Bengals
rallied from three 14-point
deficits against the AFC
West champs.

Kansas City (11-5) had its
eight-game winning streak
ended and lost the top seed
in the AFC to the Titans.

Patriots 50, Jaguars 10

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — New
England returned to the playoffs
when rookie quarterback Mac
Jones threw three touchdown
passes and Damien Harris and
Rhamondre Stevenson rushed for
two scores apiece.

The victory by the Patriots (10-
6) snapped a two-game losing
streak and gave Bill Belichick his
20th 10-win season as a head
coach, tying Don Shula for the
most in NFL history. A loss by
Miami at Tennessee secured New

England’s first trip to the postsea-
son since Tom Bradly left for Tampa
Bay following the 2019 season.
The Jaguars (2-14) have lost
eight consecutive games, includ-
ing three straight since firing
coach Urban Meyer. It was their
17th consecutive loss on the road,
the longest streak in the league.
Gardinals 25, Cowboys 22
ARLINGTON, Texas — Kyler
Murray threw two touchdown
passes to Antoine Wesley. The
outcome didn’t do much to
change the races for the NFC’s
No. 1 seed or the NFC West, but
the Cardinals ended a three-game
skid a week after backing into the
postseason, and stopped the NFC
East champion’s four-game win-
ning streak.
Chargers 34, Broncos 3
INGLEWOOD, Calif. — Justin
Herbert threw for two touchdowns
and set the franchise single-season
record, while Andre Roberts returned
akick 101 yards for a score.
49ers 23, Texans 7
SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Rookie
Trey Lance threw two touchdown
passes in the second half of his
second career start, and the
49ers closed in on a playoff berth.
Bills 29, Falcons 15
ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — Buf-
falo clinched a playoff berth when
Devin Singletary scored two
touchdowns rushing in the sec-
ond half to make up for Josh
Allen’s sloppiness.
Raiders 23, Colts 20
INDIANAPOLIS — Derek Carr
directed Las Vegas to Daniel Carl-
son’s winning 33-yard field goal
as time expired as the Raiders

beat Jonathan Taylor and the
Colts 23-20 to move one step
closer to an AFC wild card.
Eagles 20, Washington 16
LANDOVER, Md. — Jalen
Hurts scrambled out of trouble
while showing no ill effects from a
recent ankle injury, Boston Scott
rushed for two touchdowns, and
the Eagles moved one step closer
to the playoffs.
Rams 20, Ravens 19
BALTIMORE — Matthew Staf-
ford shook off three turnovers to
guide a fourth-quarter rally that
carried the Rams to their fifth
straight victory.
Saints 18, Panthers 10
NEW ORLEANS Alvin
Kamara turned a short pass into
New Orleans’ first touchdown in
more than 11 quarters, Brett
Maher kicked four field goals, and
the Saints’ defense was dominant.
Seahawks 51, Lions 29
SEATTLE — Rashaad Penny
rushed for a career-high 170
yards and two touchdowns, Rus-
sell Wilson threw three of his four
TD passes to DK Metcalf. Seattle
(6-10) closed out its home sched-
ule with its most impressive
offensive showing of the season,
raising questions about where
those fireworks have been for
most of the disappointing year.
Bears 29, Giants 3
CHICAGO — Robert Quinn
broke Hall of Famer Richard Dent’s
franchise single-season record
with his 18th sack. Trevis Gipson
added a career-high two sacks,
and the Bears joined Green Bay as
the only franchises with 800 victo-
ries counting the postseason.

ARIZONA 25, DALLAS 22

Arizona 3 10 9 3 — 25
Dallas 0 7 0 15 — 22
First Quarter

Ari—FG Prater 24, 7:46.

Second Quarter
Ari—Wesley 1 pass from K.Murray (Prater
kick), 5:27.

Dal—Gallup 21 pass from Prescott (Zuer-
lein kick), 1:25.
Ari—FG Prater 53, :00.

Third Quarter
Ari—Wesley 19 pass from K.Murray (pass
failed), 9:39.

Ari—FG Prater 26, 4:01.

Fourth Quarter
Dal—C.Wilson 2 pass from Prescott (Zuer-
lein kick), 13:49.

Ari—FG Prater 38, 8:32.
Dal—Cooper 4 pass from Prescott (C.Wil-
son pass from Prescott), 4:42.

Ari Dal
First downs 23 19
Total Net Yards 399 301
Rushes-yards 32-127 17-45
Passing 272 256
Punt Returns 1--5 2-15
Kickoff Returns 0-0 3-58
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 27-39-0 25-39-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-14 1-1
Punts 3-40.333 4-48.75
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 3-1
Penalties-Yards 7-45 10-88
Time of Possession 34:42 25:18

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Arizona, Edmonds 18-53, K.Mur-
ray 9-44, Dortch 1-24, Ward 2-3, Benjamin
2-3. Dallas, Prescott 5-20, Elliott 9-16,
Pollard 3-9.

Passing—Arizona, K.Murray 26-38-0-263,
Banjo 1-1-0-23. Dallas, Prescott 24-38-0-
226, C.Wilson 1-1-0-31.

Receiving—Arizona, Ertz 7-41, Kirk 6-79,
Edmonds 5-29, Wesley 4-30, Green 3-74,
Ward 1-23, Dortch 1-10. Dallas, Schultz
6-54, C.Wilson 6-35, Lamb 3-51, Pollard
3-49, Gallup 3-36, Cooper 3-18, Elliott 1-14.

NEW ORLEANS 18, CAROLINA 10
Carolina 37 0 0 — 10
NewOrleans 3 6 3 6 — 18

First Quarter

Car—FG Hajrullahu 32, 8:05.
NO—FG Maher 41, 4:05.

Second Quarter
Car—Hubbard 21 run (Hajrullahu kick), 13:14.
NO—FG Maher 27, 8:41.

NO—FG Maher 41, :00.

Third Quarter
NO—FG Maher 33, 2:07.

Fourth Quarter
NO—Al.Kamara 12 pass from Hill (kick
failed), 7:49.

Car NO
First downs 16 15

Total Net Yards 178 280
Rushes-yards 26-88 28-73
Passing 90 207
Punt Returns 0-0 4-8
Kickoff Returns 1-18 2-63
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-18
Comp-Att-Int 17-26-1  17-28-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 7-42 2-15
Punts 5-47.0 5-43.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 1-5 5-33
Time of Possession 30:31 29:29

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Carolina, Hubbard 17-55, Abdullah
6-21, Darnold 2-7, Newton 1-5. New Orle-
ans, Hill 12-45, Kamara 13-32, Prentice 1-2,
Jones 1-(minus 2), Montgomery 1-(minus 4).
Passing—Carolina, Darnold 17-26-1-132.
New Orleans, Hill 17-28-0-222.
Receiving—Carolina, Abdullah 4-31, Thomas
3-33, DJ.Moore 3-29, Hubbard 3-13, Mar-
shall 2-16, Anderson 2-10. New Orleans, Cal-
laway 6-97, Kamara 5-68, Humphrey 2-26,
Harris 2-23, Johnson 1-4, Prentice 1-4.

SAN FRANCISCO 23, HOUSTON 7

Houston 070 0 — 7
San Francisco 0 3 7 13 — 23
Second Quarter
Hou—~Cooks 8 pass from Mills (Fairbairn

kick), 1:57.
SF—FG Gould 37, :00.

Third Quarter
SF—E.Mitchell 8 pass from Lance (Gould
kick), 5:53.

Fourth Quarter
SF—Samuel 45 pass from Lance (Gould
kick), 9:56.

SF—FG Gould 27, 3:19.
SF—FG Gould 36, 1:12.

Hou SF
First downs 15 19

Total Net Yards 222 416
Rushes-yards 27-86 37-175
Passing 136 241

Punt Returns 2-23 4-33
Kickoff Returns 5-98 2-35
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-2
Comp-Att-Int 21-32-1  16-23-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-27 1-8
Punts 7-46.857 4-39.75
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 5-67 7-111
Time of Possession 30:31 29:29

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Houston, Burkhead 16-47, Free-
man 6-25, Samuels 3-7, Mills 1-4, Conley
1-3. San Francisco, Mitchell 21-119, Lance
8-31, Samuel 7-19, Kittle 1-6.
Passing—Houston, Mills 21-32-1-163. San
Francisco, Lance 16-23-1-249.
Receiving—Houston, Cooks 7-66, Burkhead
6-32, Samuels 3-14, N.Collins 2-35, Brown
1-9, Jordan 1-9, Conley 1-(minus 2). San
Francisco, Aiyuk 4-94, Samuel 3-63, Jen-
nings 2-25, Mitchell 2-11, Juszczyk 2-9,
Kittle 1-29, Sherfield 1-12, Hasty 1-6.

L.A. CHARGERS 34, DENVER 13
Denver 0 30 10 — 13
L.A.Chargers 7 10 3 14 — 34

First Quarter
LAC—Ekeler 3 run (Hopkins kick), 11:49.
Second Quarter

LAC—FG Hopkins 19, 11:27.
LAC—Allen 8 pass from Herbert (Hopkins
kick), :14.
Den—FG McManus 61, :00.

Third Quarter
LAC—FG Hopkins 23, 7:09.

Fourth Quarter
Den—FG McManus 23, 14:53.
LAC—Roberts 101 kickoff return (Hopkins
kick), 14:40.
LAC—M.Williams 45 pass from Herbert
(Hopkins kick), 10:18.
Den—Fant 5 pass from Lock (McManus
kick), 6:31.

Den LAC
First downs 18 21
Total Net Yards 319 341
Rushes-yards 27-83  35-104
Passing 236 237
Punt Returns 2-4 2-5
Kickoff Returns 0-0 2-148
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 19-28-0 22-31-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-10 0-0
Punts 3-45.667 3-38.333
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 3-23 3-22
Time of Possession 29:44 30:16

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Denver, M.Gordon 10-43, J.Wil-
liams 14-30, Lock 3-10. L.A. Chargers,
Ekeler 17-58, Jackson 12-41, Nabers 1-2,
Herbert 4-2, Guyton 1-1.

Passing—Denver, Lock 18-25-0-245, Hin-
ton 1-1-0-1, Rypien 0-2-0-0. L.A. Char-
gers, Herbert 22-31-0-237.
Receiving-Denver, Fant 6-92, Sutton 3-60,
M.Gordon 3-29, Hinton 2-23, Okwuegbunam
2-5, S.Williams 1-34, J.Williams 1-2, Lock
1-1.L.A. Chargers, Allen 4-44, Williams 3-63,
Ekeler 3-54, McKitty 3-22, Jackson 3-20,
Palmer 3-16, Guyton 2-10, Anderson 1-8.

CINCINNATI 34, KANSAS CITY 31

KansasCity 14 14 0 3 — 31
Cincinnati 7 10 7 10 — 34
First Quarter
KC—Robinson 29 pass from Mahomes

(Butker kick), 9:21.

KC—Kelce 3 pass from Mahomes (Butker
kick), 2:50.

Cin—Chase 72 pass from Burrow
(McPherson kick), 2:01.

Second Quarter
KC—D.Williams 1 run (Butker kick), 12:56.
Cin—Chase 18 pass from Burrow
(McPherson kick), 7:42.

KC—D.Williams 1 run (Butker kick), 2:18.
Cin—FG McPherson 46, :41.

Third Quarter
Cin—Chase 69 pass from Burrow
(McPherson kick), 13:30.

Fourth Quarter
Cin—Boyd 5 pass from Burrow (McPher-
son kick), 11:44.

KC—FG Butker 34, 6:01.
Cin—FG McPherson 20, :00.

KC Cin
First downs 23 23
Total Net Yards 414 475
Rushes-yards 23-155 19-60
Passing 259 415
Punt Returns 2-32 1-3
Kickoff Returns 5-108 0-0
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 26-35-0  30-40-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 4-31
Punts 3-36.0 3-39.333
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 10-83 5-62
Time of Possession 30:54 29:06

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Kansas City, Williams 14-88, Gore

GAME STATS

3-37, Mahomes 2-25, Bell 1-2, Hill 1-2, Bur-
ton 1-2, Kelce 1-(minus 1). Cincinnati, Mixon
12-46, Burrow 5-10, Perine 1-4, B.Allen 1-0.
Passing—Kansas City, Mahomes 26-35-
0-259. Cincinnati, Burrow 30-39-0-446,
B.Allen 0-1-0-0.

Receiving—Kansas City, Hill 6-40, Kelce
5-25, Bell 3-35, Pringle 3-35, Williams
3-19, Robinson 2-33, Hardman 1-53,
Gore 1-8, Gray 1-6, Gordon 1-5. Cin-
cinnati, Chase 11-266, Mixon 7-40,
Boyd 4-36, Uzomah 4-32, Higgins 3-62,
Perine 1-10.

BUFFALO 29, ATLANTA 15
Atlanta 2 13 0 0 — 15
Buffalo 14 0 8 7 — 29

First Quarter

Atl—safety, 11:04.

Buf—Allen 1 run (Bass kick), 3:15.

Buf—Allen 4 run (Bass kick), :35.
Second Quarter

At—FG Koo 28, 10:08.

Atl—M.Davis 1 run (Koo kick), 1:48.

Atl—FG Koo 24, :00.

Third Quarter
Buf—Singletary 6 run (Beasley pass from
Allen), 5:56.

Fourth Quarter
Buf—Singletary 4 run (Bass kick), 10:46.

Atl Buf

First downs 18 28
Total Net Yards 265 351
Rushes-yards 22-96  44-233
Passing 169 118
Punt Returns 0-0 2-9
Kickoff Returns 2-25 3-74
Interceptions Ret. 3-25 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 13-23-0 11-26-3
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-28 1-2
Punts 4-39.75 0-0.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 4-27 7-47
Time of Possession 23:53 36:07

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Atlanta, Davis 8-42, Patterson
9-28, Ollison 3-19, Ryan 2-7. Buffalo, Sin-
gletary 23-110, Allen 15-81, Moss 5-39,
McKenzie 1-3.

Passing—Atlanta, Ryan 13-23-0-197. Buf-
falo, Allen 11-26-3-120.

Receiving—Atlanta, Gage 3-50, Hesse 3-31,
K.Pitts 2-69, Patterson 2-24, Zaccheaus
2-8, Davis 1-15. Buffalo, Diggs 5-52, Davis

3-40, Beasley 2-22, McKenzie 1-6.

LAS VEGAS 23, INDIANAPOLIS 20
Las Vegas 7 6 0 10 — 23
Indianapolis 0 10 7 3 — 20

First Quarter

Las—Jacobs 2 run (Carlson kick), 7:51.

Second Quarter
Las—FG Carlson 47, 14:12.

Ind—FG Badgley 46, 10:07.
Las—FG Carlson 44, 1:47.
Ind—Taylor 1 run (Badgley kick), :01.

Third Quarter
Ind—Hilton 45 pass from Wentz (Badgley
kick), 11:18.

Fourth Quarter
Las—Renfrow 11 pass from Carr (Carlson
kick), 11:18.

Ind—FG Badgley 41, 1:56.
Las—FG Carlson 33, :00.

Las Ind
First downs 18 16
Total Net Yards 326 262
Rushes-yards 27-85  26-122
Passing 241 140
Punt Returns 3-64 0-0
Kickoff Returns 2-43 1-20
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-19
Comp-Att-Int 24-32-2  16-27-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-14 1-8
Punts 2-52.0 5-44.6
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 6-41 3-25
Time of Possession 31:03 28:57

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing-Las Vegas, Jacobs 16-63, Mari-
ota 3-16, Richard 1-4, Barber 6-3, Jones
1-(minus 1). Indianapolis, Taylor 20-108,
Wentz 3-10, Hines 2-4, Jackson 1-0.
Passing-Las Vegas, Carr 24-31-2-255, Mario-
ta 0-1-0-0. Indianapolis, Wentz 16-27-0-148.
Receiving—Las Vegas, Jones 8-120, Ren-
frow 7-76, Jacobs 4-17, Barber 2-9, Rich-
ard 1-19, Moreau 1-9, Jackson 1-5. India-
napolis, Pittman 6-47, Hines 4-14, Alie-Cox
3-28, Hilton 1-45, Pascal 1-8, Taylor 1-6.

L.A. RAMS 20, BALTIMORE 19

LARams 0 7 0 13 — 20
Baltimore 7 6 3 3 — 19
First Quarter
Bal—Clark 17 interception return (Tucker

kick), 1:58.
Second Quarter
Bal—FG Tucker 22, 3:41.
LAR—Kupp 18 pass from Stafford (Gay
kick), :55.

Bal—FG Tucker 46, :02.

Third Quarter
Bal—FG Tucker 46, 4:42.

Fourth Quarter
LAR—Michel 1 run (Gay kick), 12:09.
Bal—FG Tucker 34, 4:30.

LAR—Beckham 7 pass from Stafford (pass
failed), :57.

LAR Bal
First downs 20 19
Total Net Yards 373 327
Rushes-yards 20-73 32-165
Passing 300 162
Punt Returns 1-18 0-0
Kickoff Returns 1-18 1-22
Interceptions Ret. 1-34 2-17
Comp-Att-Int 26-35-2  20-32-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 5-35
Punts 2-46.0 3-46.333
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1
Penalties-Yards 4-35 4-24
Time of Possession 26:21 33:39

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing-L.A. Rams, Michel 19-74, Stafford
1-(minus 1). Baltimore, Freeman 14-76,
Huntley 6-54, L.Murray 11-31, Duvernay 1-4.
Passing—L.A. Rams, Stafford 26-35-2-309.
Baltimore, Huntley 20-32-1-197.
Receiving-L.A. Rams, Kupp 6-95, Higbee
6-69, Beckham 5-39, Jefferson 4-63, Mi-
chel 3-25, Skowronek 2-18. Baltimore,
Bateman 7-58, Andrews 6-89, Brown 3-28,
Duvernay 2-19, Boyle 1-2, Freeman 1-1.

CHICAGO 29, N.Y. GIANTS 3
NY.Giants 0 3 0 0 — 3
Chicago 14 8 7 0 — 29

First Quarter
Chi—Montgomery 2 run (Santos kick), 14:42.

Chi—Mooney 4 pass from Dalton (Santos
kick), 8:08.
Second Quarter
NYG—FG Gano 38, 7:45.
Chi—FG Santos 21, 1:01.

Chi—safety, :52.
Chi—FG Santos 44, :00.
Third Quarter

Chi—Montgomery 2 run (Santos kick), 9:30.

NYG Chi
First downs 13 17
Total Net Yards 151 249
Rushes-yards 40-161 27-87
Passing -10 162
Punt Returns 2-17 1-1
Kickoff Returns 3-53 2-22
Interceptions Ret. 2-17 2-46
Comp-Att-Int 4-11-2  18-36-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-34 2-11
Punts 4-39.0 5-45.4
Fumbles-Lost 4-2 0-0
Penalties-Yards 3-26 5-35
Time of Possession 29:52 30:08

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing-N.Y. Giants, Barkley 21-102, Book-
er 18-46, Glennon 1-13. Chicago, Mont-
gomery 22-64, Dalton 3-14, Herbert 2-9.
Passing—N.Y. Giants, Glennon 4-11-2-24.
Chicago, Dalton 18-35-1-173, Montgom-
ery 0-1-1-0.
Receiving—N.Y. Giants, Booker 2-0, Engram
1-12, Sills 1-12. Chicago, Mooney 7-69,
Robinson 4-35, Kmet 3-25, Montgomery
2-17,Byrd 1-23, James 1-4.

NEW ENGLAND 50, JACKSONVILLE 10

Jacksonvile 3 0 0 7 — 10
NewEngland 7 21 13 9 — 50
First Quarter

NE—Harris 2 run (Folk kick), 5:49.
Jac—FG Wright 29, 2:18.

Second Quarter
NE—Harris 7 run (Folk kick), 12:02.
NE—Wilkerson 6 pass from Mac.Jones
(Folk kick), 4:40.
NE—Meyers 4 pass from Mac.Jones (Folk
kick), :48.

Third Quarter
NE—Wilkerson 20 pass from Mac.Jones
(kick failed), 11:14.

NE—Stevenson 1 run (Folk kick), 2:42.

Fourth Quarter
NE—FG Folk 43, 11:46.

NE—Stevenson 6 run (run failed), 7:07.
Jac—Ogunbowale 28 pass from Lawrence
(Wright kick), 3:48.

Jac NE
First downs 11 32
Total Net Yards 253 47
Rushes-yards 17-80  36-181
Passing 173 290
Punt Returns 1-3 0-0
Kickoff Returns 5-88 3-50
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 3-53
Comp-Att-Int 17-27-3  25-34-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-20 0-0
Punts 4-39.75 1-40.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 3-25 3-30
Time of Possession 23:14 36:46

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Jacksonville, Ogunbowale 9-36,
Armstead 6-28, Lawrence 2-16. New

England, Stevenson 19-107, Harris 9-35,
Bourne 2-17, M.Jones 2-12, Smith 1-5,
Bolden 1-4, Hoyer 2-1.
Passing—Jacksonville, Lawrence 17-27-3-
193. New England, M.Jones 22-30-0-227,
Hoyer 3-4-0-63.

Receiving-Jacksonville, Treadwell 6-87,
Austin 3-2, M.Jones 2-46, Ogunbowale 2-32,
Shenault 2-13, Farrell 1-7, Armstead 1-6.
New England, Meyers 8-73, Bourne 5-76,
Wilkerson 4-42, Henry 3-37, Bolden 2-21,
Smith 1-20, Harris 1-12, Olszewski 1-9.

PHILADELPHIA 20, WASHINGTON 16

Philadelphia 0 7 7 6 — 20
Washington 10 6 0 0 — 16
First Quarter

Was—~Patterson 11 run (Slye kick), 11:54.
Was—FG Slye 31, 2:00.

Second Quarter
Phi—B.Scott 2 run (Elliott kick), 11:49.
Was—FG Slye 39, 5:36.

Was—FG Slye 55, :01.
Third Quarter
Phi—B.Scott 1 run (Elliott kick), 7:21.

Fourth Quarter
Phi—FG Elliott 42, 11:41.

Phi—FG Elliott 41, 2:21.

Phi Was
First downs 18 24
Total Net Yards 330 312
Rushes-yards 34-118 22-94
Passing 212 218
Punt Returns 1-7 0-0
Kickoff Returns 2-21 2-57
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 17-26-0 27-36-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-2 3-29
Punts 2-37.0  2-420
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 6-42 1-4
Time of Possession 32:09 :51

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing—Philadelphia, ~ B.Scott ~ 14-47,

Hurts 7-44, Howard 11-26, Gainwell
1-4, Reagor 1-(minus 3). Washington,
Patterson 12-57, Heinicke 2-14, Smallwood
4-12, Carter 1-6, Williams 2-4, Milne 1-1.
Passing—Philadelphia, Hurts 17-26-0-214.
Washington, Heinicke 27-36-1-247.
Receiving—Philadelphia, Goedert 6-71,
B.Scott 4-39, Smith 3-54, Ward 2-35,
Watkins 2-15. Washington, McLaurin 7-61,
Patterson 5-41, Sims 4-48, Bates 3-35,
Humphries 2-12, Smallwood 2-10, Wil-
liams 2-7, Brown 1-25, Seals-Jones 1-8.

SEATTLE 51, DETROIT 29

Detroit 0 7 15 7 — 29
Seattte 10 21 7 13 — 51
First Quarter

Sea—Penny 15 run (Myers kick), 5:46.
Sea—FG Myers 51, 1:00.

Second Quarter
Sea—Penny 6 run (Myers kick), 14:07.
Det—St. Brown 26 run (Patterson kick),
11:08.

Sea—Metcalf 13 pass from Wilson (Myers
kick), 5:59.

Sea—Lockett 1 pass from Wilson (Myers
kick), :21.

Third Quarter
Sea—Metcalf 13 pass from Wilson (Myers
kick), 14:12.

Det—St. Brown 7 pass from Boyle (St.
Brown pass from Boyle), 10:14.
Det—Decker 6 pass from Boyle (Patterson
kick), 4:50.

Fourth Quarter
Sea—Metcalf 1 pass from Wilson (Myers
kick), 12:36.

Det—J.Williams 1 run (Patterson kick), 7:04.
Sea—FG Myers 36, 5:29.
Sea—FG Myers 42, 4:33.

Det Sea
First downs 20 29
Total Net Yards 357 497
Rushes-yards 22-95  41-265
Passing 262 232
Punt Returns 0-0 2-5
Kickoff Returns 2-74 2-48
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 3-21
Comp-Att-Int 22-37-3  20-29-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 1-4
Punts 3-44.0 1-45.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 4-30 5-31
Time of Possession 26:27 33:33

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing-Detroit, Swift 4-32, St. Brown
2-23, J.Wiliams 11-22, Boyle 1-14,
C.Reynolds 4-4. Seattle, Penny 25-170,
Eskridge 1-30, Homer 6-27, Wilson 6-24,
Lockett 1-7, Metcalf 1-6, Dallas 1-1.
Passing—Detroit, Boyle 22-37-3-262. Seat-
tle, Wilson 20-29-0-236.
Receiving—Detroit, St. Brown 8-111, Hodge
5-76, J.Williams 3-22, Benson 2-31, Swift
2-7, C.Reynolds 1-9, Decker 1-6. Seattle,
Metcalf 6-63, Everett 3-36, Lockett 3-24,
Swain 2-65, Penny 2-15, Parkinson 1-12,
Dissly 1-8, Eskridge 1-7, Hart 1-6.
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EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W LOTPts GF GA

TampaBay 3421 8 5 47 109 101
Florida 3221 7 4 46122 95
Toronto 3121 8 2 44104 76
Boston 281610 2 34 80 73
Detroit 331515 3 33 90 112
Buffalo 331017 6 26 89 116
Ottawa 29 918 2 20 79107
Montreal 34 723 4 18 73123
Metropolitan Division
GP W LOTPts GF GA
Washington 3420 6 8 48 119 89
Carolina 3123 7 1 47106 66
N.Y.Rangers 3321 8 4 46 97 84
Pittsburgh 3118 8 5 41 99 81
Philadelphia 32 13 13 6 32 85 106
Columbus 30 1514 1 31 99 105
New Jersey 331315 5 31 96 116
N.Y.Islanders 28 10 12 6 26 64 80
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division
P W LOTPts GF GA

St. Louis 3319 9 5 43116 91
Nashville 332011 2 42101 89
Minnesota 31 1910 2 40 116 98
Colorado 2818 8 2 38119 93
Winnipeg 311511 5 35 95 91
Dallas 291512 2 32 82 85
Chicago 321117 4 26 74108
Arizona 30 621 3 15 63 117

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Vegas 352212 1 45127 107
Anaheim 351711 7 41107 98
Calgary 3017 7 6 40 98 67
Edmonton 32 18 12 2 38 110 103
LosAngeles 33 16 12 5 37 91 89
San Jose 331715 1 35 94 102
Vancouver 3416 15 3 35 89 95
Seattle 331019 4 24 92122

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.
Saturday’s Games
Florida 5, Montreal 2
Carolina 7, Columbus 4
Boston 4, Buffalo 3, 0T
N.Y. Islanders 3, Edmonton 2, OT
Nashville 6, Chicago 1
Toronto 6, Ottawa 0
St. Louis 6, Minnesota 4
Vancouver 5, Seattle 2
Los Angeles 6, Philadelphia 3
Sunday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers 4, Tampa Bay 0
Pittsburgh 8, San Jose 5
Boston 5, Detroit 1
Colorado 4, Anaheim 2
New Jersey 4, Washington 3, OT
Winnipeg 5, Vegas 4, 0T
Calgary 5, Chicago 1
Dallas at Arizona, ppd
Monday’s Games
Edmonton at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Toronto, ppd
Minnesota at Ottawa, ppd
Tuesday’s Games
Calgary at Florida, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Boston, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Washington at Montreal, ppd
San Jose at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Colorado at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Winnipeg at Arizona, 9 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Seattle, ppd
Nashville at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Edmonton at Toronto, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 7:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver, ppd

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
w L Pect GB

Brooklyn 23 11 676 —

Phila. 19 16 543 4%

Boston 18 19 486 672

Toronto 16 17 485 672

New York 17 20 .459 72
Southeast Division

Pct GB

Miami 23 14 622 —

Charlotte 19 18 514 4

Washington 18 18 .500 41

Atlanta 16 19 457 6

Orlando 7 30 .189 16

Central Division

Pct GB

Chicago 24 10 .706 —

Milwaukee 25 13  .658 1

Cleveland 21 16 .568 41

Indiana 14 23 378 11

Detroit 6 28 .176 18

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division

w L Pct GB

Memphis 23 14 622 —

Dallas 18 18 500 4%

San Antonio 14 21 400 8

New Orleans 13 23  .361 9%

Houston 10 27 270 13
Northwest Division

w Pct GB

Utah 26 10 722 —

Denver 18 16 529 7

Minnesota 16 19 457 9%

Portland 13 22 311 12%

Oklahoma City 13 23  .361 13

Pacific Division

w Pct GB

Golden State 28 7 .800 —

Phoenix 28 8 778 %

L.A. Clippers 19 18 514 10
L.A. Lakers 18 19 486 11
Sacramento 16 22 421
Saturday’s Games
Milwaukee 136, New Orleans 113
Chicago 120, Washington 119
Detroit 117, San Antonio 116, 0T
L.A. Clippers 120, Brooklyn 116
Denver 124, Houston 111
Golden State 123, Utah 116
Sunday’s Games
Toronto 120, New York 105
Sacramento 115, Miami 113
Cleveland 108, Indiana 104
Boston 116, Orlando 111, OT
Dallas 95, Oklahoma City 86
Phoenix 133, Charlotte 99
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers
Monday’s Games
Charlotte at Washington, 7 p.m.
Houston at Phila., 7 p.m.
Memphis at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Utah at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Denver at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Portland, 10 p.m.
Miami at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
Tuesday’s Games
Memphis at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Indiana at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Phoenix at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games
Detroit at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Houston at Washington, 7 p.m.
Phila. at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Golden State at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Atlanta at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Miami at Portland, 10 p.m.
Utah at Denver, 10 p.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Men'’s scores
EAST

Arcadia 88, Immaculata 60
Binghamton 68, Mass.-Lowell 63
California (Pa.) 81, Kutztown 64
Christopher Newport 85, Widener 47
Colby 84, Maine Maritime 69
Cornell 79, Dartmouth 71
Houston 66, Temple 61
lona 69, Marist 66
NJIT 69, Maine 66
North Carolina 91, Boston College 65
Penn 77, Brown 73
Penn St. 61, Indiana 58
Penn State-Erie 73, Carnegie Mellon 70
Post (Conn.) 93, Holy Family 55
Rhode Island 70, American International 55
St. Lawrence 60, Elmira 57
Susquehanna 86, Lebanon Valley 60
Swarthmore 89, Stevens Tech 63
Vassar 75, Moravian 64
Wingate 93, Virginia-Wise 72

SOUTH
Auburn-Montgomery 68, Lee 61
Barry 98, St. Leo 84
Christian Brothers 69, West Georgia 65
Coastal Carolina 76, Emory & Henry 62
Delta St. 72, Mississippi College 66
Emory 87, Oglethorpe 65
Huntingdon 70, Mississippi Women Owls 67
Louisville 67, Georgia Tech 64
Lynn 81, Rollins 60
Nova Southeastern 93, Embry-Riddle (AZ)
71
Tampa 91, Palm Beach Atlantic 67
West Alabama 84, Valdosta St. 74

CashdLife
08-14-19-27-28, Cash Ball: 2
Mega Millions jackpot
$244 million
Pick 2 Evening
1-5, Fireball: 8
Pick 2 Midday
8-9, Fireball: 6
Pick 3 Evening
3-1-6, Fireball: 8
Pick 3 Midday
6-1-0, Fireball: 6

FLORIDA LOTTERY

Sunday’s winning numbers

Pick 4 Evening
6-1-3-5, Fireball: 8
Pick 4 Midday
6-4-9-2, Fireball: 6
Pick 5 Evening
0-8-9-0-2, Fireball: 8
Pick 5 Midday
3-0-4-5-5, Fireball: 6
Powerball jackpot
$522 million

Steelers

(Same-day Tape)

Wanderers

ON THE AIRWAVES

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

7 p.m. (BTN): Wisconsin at Purdue

7 p.m. (ESPNU): West Virginia at TCU

9 p.m. (BTN): Maryland at lowa

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

7 p.m. (SEC): Mississippi State at Kentucky
NBA

7:30 p.m. (NBA): Memphis Grizzlies at Brooklyn Nets

8 p.m. (BSFL): Orlando Magic at Chicago Bulls

10 p.m. (NBA): Miami Heat at Golden State Warriors
NFL

8 p.m. (ESPN, ESPN2): Cleveland Browns at Pittsburgh

HOCKEY
12 a.m. (NHL): Edmonton Oilers at New York Rangers

PREMIER LEAGUE SOCCER
12:30 p.m. (USA): Manchester United vs Wolverhampton

MIDWEST
Augustana (SD) 71, Wayne St. (Neb.) 55
Bemidji St. 70, Minn.-Crookston 46
Capital 88, Olivet 80
Indiana St. 76, Bradley 71
Manchester 88, Transylvania 80
Michigan St. 73, Northwestern 67
Minnesota St. 92, Concordia (St.P.) 82
Missouri St. 61, Drake 56
Missouri-St. Louis 82, Rockhurst 62
N. lowa 83, Evansville 61
Northern St. 83, Minn. St. (Moorhead) 80, 20T
Ohio St. 87, Nebraska 79
Quincy 71, Maryville (Mo.) 67
S. Indiana 68, McKendree 55
S.D. Mines 82, W. Colorado 77, 0T
Saginaw Valley St. 92, Indiana-Northwest 68
Saint Louis 76, Richmond 69
Sioux Falls 72, SW Minnesota 71, OT
Truman St. 74, Lindenwood (Mo.) 56
Valparaiso 81, lllinois St. 76, 0T
Winona St. 73, Upper lowa 68, 0T
SOUTHWEST
Ark.-Fort Smith 74, Cameron 63
Incarnate Word 90, Dallas Christian 45
SMU 72, UCF 60
St. Thomas (Texas) 81, Dallas Crusaders 72
Texas A&M Commerce 73, Dallas Baptist 64
Texas-Permian Basin 66, St Edwards 65
Texas-Tyler 69, Midwestern St. 68
West Texas A&M 91, Oklahoma Christian 56
FAR WEST
CS Monterey Bay 75, San Francisco St. 74
CS San Marcos 70, Cal State-LA 61
CSU-Chico 61, CS Stanislaus 55
California 74, Arizona St. 50
Humboldt St. 84, Sonoma St. 60
Schreiner 87, Colorado College 82
Women’s scores
EAST
Army 69, Bucknell 62
Boston U. 82, Navy 58
Columbia 65, Yale 55
Cornell 45, Dartmouth 36
Fordham 63, Fairleigh Dickinson 36
Lehigh 72, Colgate 52
NJIT 67, Maine 59, 0T
Penn 66, Brown 37
Princeton 68, Harvard 50
Stony Brook 77, Hartford 39
Villanova 70, St. John’s 68
SOUTH
Alabama 56, Auburn 53
Duke 72, Notre Dame 70
Georgia 73, Florida 69
LSU 75, Texas A&M 66
Louisville 50, Georgia Tech 48
North Carolina 81, Clemson 62
South Carolina 80, Mississippi St. 68
Virginia Tech 66, Wake Forest 53
W. Carolina 79, Montreat 23
MIDWEST
Creighton 67, Xavier 51
IUPUI 77, Wright St. 62
Indiana 70, Maryland 63, OT
lowa 93, Evansville 56
lowa St. 88, West Virginia 72
Kansas St. 68, Baylor 59
Missouri St. 74, Valparaiso 62
Purdue 60, Rutgers 58
S. lllinois 63, Loyola Chicago 50
SOUTHWEST
Cent. Arkansas 71, Jarvis Christian 63
Oklahoma 97, Texas Tech 91
SMU 79, TCU 53
Tennessee 70, Arkansas 63
Texas 62, Oklahoma St. 51
FAR WEST
Oregon 88, Fighting Saints 57
Stanford 82, Washington St. 44

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Friday, Dec. 17
Bahamas Bowl
Nassau, Bahamas
Middle Tennessee 31, Toledo 24
Cure Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
Coastal Carolina 47, N. lllinois 41
Saturday, Dec. 18
Boca Raton Bowl
Boca Raton, Fla.
W. Kentucky 59, Appalachian St. 38
Celebration Bowl
Atlanta
SC State 31, Jackson St. 10
New Mexico Bowl
Albuquerque
Fresno St. 31, UTEP 24
Independence Bowl
Shreveport, La.
UAB 31, No. 12 BYU 28
LendingTree Bowl
Mobile, Ala.
Liberty 56, E. Michigan 20
LA Bowl
Inglewood, Calif.
Utah St. 24, Oregon St. 13
New Orleans Bowl
New Orleans
No. 16 Louisiana-Lafayette 36, Marshall 21
Monday, Dec. 20
Myrtle Beach Bowl
Conway, S.C.
Tulsa 30, Old Dominion 17
Tuesday, Dec. 21
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
Boise, Idaho
Wyoming 52, Kent State 38
Frisco Bowl
Frisco, Texas
San Diego St. 38, UTSA 24
Wednesday, Dec. 22
Armed Forces Bowl
Fort Worth, Texas
Army 24, Missouri 22
Thursday, Dec. 23
Frisco Football Classic
Frisco, Texas
Miami (Ohio) 27, North Texas 14
Gasparilla Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
UCF 29, Florida 17
Friday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
Honolulu
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), canceled
Saturday, Dec. 25
Camellia Bow!
Montgomery, Ala.
Georgia St. 51, Ball St. 20
Monday, Dec. 27
Quick Lane Bowl
Detroit

W. Michigan 52, Nevada 24
Military Bowl
Annapolis, Md.
Boston College (6-6) vs. East Carolina (7-5),
canceled
Tuesday, Dec. 28
Birmingham Bowl
Birmingham, Ala.
No. 21 Houston 17, Auburn 13
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl
Dallas
Air Force 31, Louisville 28
Liberty Bowl
Memphis, Tenn.
Texas Tech 34, Mississippi St. 7
Holiday Bowl!
San Diego
UCLA (8-4) vs. No. 18 NC State (9-3), can-
celed
Guaranteed Rate Bowl
Phoenix
Minnesota 18, West Virginia 6
Wednesday, Dec. 29
Fenway Bowl
Boston
Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), canceled
Pinstripe Bowl
New York
Maryland 54, Virginia Tech 10
Cheez-It Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
No. 19 Clemson 20, lowa St. 13
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio
No. 14 Oklahoma 47, No. 15 Oregon 32
Thursday, Dec. 30
Duke’s Mayo Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
South Carolina 38, North Carolina 21
Music City Bowl
Nashville
Purdue 48, Tennessee 45, 0T
Peach Bowl
Atlanta
No. 11 Michigan St. 31, No. 13 Pittsburgh
21

Las Vegas Bowl
Las Vegas
Wisconsin 20, Arizona St. 13
Friday, Dec. 31
College Football Playoff Semifinal
Cotton Bowl Classic
Arlington, Texas
No. 1 Alabama 27, No. 4 Cincinnati 6
College Football Playoff Semifinal
Orange Bowl
Miami Gardens, Fla.
No. 3 Georgia 34, No. 2 Michigan 11
Gator Bowl
Jacksonville, Fla.
No. 20 Wake Forest 38, Rutgers 10
Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas
Cent. Michigan 24, Washington St. 21
Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.
Cent. Michigan (8-4) vs. Boise St. (7-5),
canceled
Saturday, Jan. 1
Outback Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
No. 22 Arkansas 24, Penn St. 10
Citrus Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
No. 25 Kentucky 20, No. 17 lowa 17
Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.
No. 9 Oklahoma St. 37, No. 5 Notre Dame
35

Rose Bowl
Pasadena, Calif.
No. 7 Ohio St. 48, No. 10 Utah 45
Sugar Bowl
New Orleans
No. 6 Baylor 21, No. 8 Mississippi 7
Tuesday, Jan. 4
Texas Bowl
Houston
LSU (6-6) vs. Kansas St. (7-5), 9 p.m. (ESPN)
Monday, Jan. 10
College Football Championship
Indianapolis
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 3 Georgia, 8 p.m.
(ESPN)
&ilt;

TRANSACTIONS

FOOTBALL
National Football League
GREEN BAY PACKERS — Placed CB Jaire
Alexander on the reserve/COVID-19 list.
NEW YORK JETS — Placed DL Kyle Phillips
on the reserve/COVID-19 list.
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Released WR
Antonio Brown.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League
NHL — Suspended Florida C Sam Ben-
nett three games without pay for an illegal
check to the head of Montreal F Cedric
Paquette during a game Saturday.
ANAHEIM DUCKS — Recalled RWs Buddy
Robinson and Vinni Lettieri from the taxi
squad.
BOSTON BRUINS — Recalled C Oskar
Steen from taxi squad.
BUFFALO SABRES — Reassigned RW Ryan
Maclnnis to Rochester (AHL).
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Reassigned G
Collin Delia to Rockford (AHL). Reassigned
RW MacKenzie Entwistle to the taxi squad.
Recalled LW Josiah Slavin from taxi squad.
DALLAS STARS — Reassinged G Adam
Scheel and D Thomas Harley to the taxi
squad.
OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassinged D Max-
ence Guenette to the taxi squad.
PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Recalled RW
Kasper Bjorkqvist, LW Radim Zohorna and G
Louis Domingue from the taxi squad.
ST. LOUIS BLUES — Waived RW James
Neal. Reassigned D Calle Rosen and RW
Alexei Toropchenko to Springfield (AHL).
SAN JOSE SHARKS — Reassigned G Adin
Hill to San Jose (AHL).
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Recalled D An-
drej Sustr from the taxi squad. Reassigned
D Darren Raddysh to the taxi squad.
WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Reassigned
C Aliaksei Protas to Hershey (AHL). Reas-
signed D Lucas Johansen to the taxi squad.
Recalled C Michael Sgarbossa from the taxi
squad.

BUCS

From page B1

him with Drew Brees as the only players
to throw for 40 touchdowns in consecutive
seasons.

He finished 34 of 50 for 410 yards, the
three TDs and an interception for Tampa
Bay, which had Arians back after he tested
positive for the coronavirus earlier in the
week.

Le’Veon Bell ran in the 2-point conver-
sion against his former team, forcing New
York to need a touchdown. But the Jets (4-
12) ran out of time.

“We’ve been in some crazy situations
before,” Arians said, “but this was a very
special one to come back and win that
game.”

The game featured the largest age gap
between starting quarterbacks since at
least 1950, with the 22-year-old Wilson
facing the 44-year-old Brady.

The Jets took a two-touchdown lead on
Ty Johnson’s 1-yard run that capped their
opening drive of the second half.

After Brown’s exit and Brady’s TD to
Brate, Ryan Succop kicked a 27-yard field
goal to cut New York’s lead to 24-20 with
7:36 left.

“It’s unfortunate that we’re going to be
talking about the last sequence of events
there,” Saleh said, “but I thought our guys
were outstanding today. They deserved
better.”

Jets Fly Early

New York took a 7-0 lead on a raz-
zle-dazzle play to cap an impressive open-
ing drive. Running back Michael Carter
lined up in the wildcat — with Wilson be-
hind the right guard — took the direct snap
and flipped it to Berrios, who went in un-
touched.

Corey Sipkin / AP
Tampa Bay Buccaneers wide receiver Mike Evans, left, celebrates his touchdown with Antonio
Brown (81) during the first half of Sunday’s game against the New York Jets in East Rutherford,
N.J.

Carter had a 55-yard run early in the
drive to get the Jets to the Buccaneers 12.

Brady and the Bucs marched right down
the field on their opening possession with
Evans — back after missing last week’s
game with a hamstring issue and spend-
ing time on the COVID-19 list this week
— catching a 4-yard touchdown pass to tie
itat7.

Wilson, who was 19 of 33 for 234 yards
and a TD, answered right back with a
9-yard TD pass to Berrios for a 14-7 lead.

It was a costly 13-play, 74-yard drive
for the Jets, though, as both Carter (con-
cussion) and left tackle George Fant (left
knee) were injured and didn’t return.

A 39-yarder by Succop made it 14-10.

Brandin Echols intercepted Brady on
Tampa Bay’s last possession of the first
half and returned it 30 yards to the Jets 48.
New York turned it into points on Eddy
Pineiro’s 51-yard field goal with 1 second
left.

More History
Brady, who improved to 31-8 against the
Jets, also tied Green Bay’s Aaron Rodgers
as the only players with three seasons of
40 or more TD passes.

Injuries
Buccaneers: RB Ronald Jones (ankle)
and DB Rashard Robinson (groin) didn’t
come back after leaving in the second half.
Jets: In addition to Carter and Fant, TE
Dan Brown left in the second quarter with
a hip injury and didn’t return.

Up Next

Buccaneers: Finish the regular season
by hosting the Carolina Panthers next
Sunday.

Jets: Wrap up their season at Buffalo
next Sunday against the AFC East-rival
Bills.

CFP

From page B1

got to get back and get to work for what is
a really good football team.”

With all due respect to Michigan, by
then, it was clear: The All-SEC rematch
was happening. The first CFP title game
saw Ohio State defeating Oregon. All sev-
en editions since have featured at least one
SEC team — Alabama six times, LSU once
and now Georgia twice.

“Well, the team has an opportunity to
win the national championship,” Saban
said Saturday in an appearance on ESPN’s
“College GameDay.” “So you expect to
play a good team. We’re still probably go-
ing to be underdogs in the game, I would
assume. Georgia played an outstanding
game last night. The part that I saw against
Michigan, they were dominant.”

Alabama has gone 3-2 in its previous
CFP title game appearances, alternating
wins and losses every time. Nobody in the
CFP era has won back-to-back titles; Al-
abama is 0-2 in its opportunities to do so,
and Clemson also lost when it had a bid
for consecutive CFP crowns.

Georgia can only hope that trend contin-
ues.

Not only is this an SEC title game re-
match, but it’s also a rematch of the best
— or at least, closest and arguably most
dramatic — title game of the CFP era, now
in its eighth season.

Alabama and Georgia played for the
CFP crown in Atlanta to close the 2017
campaign. Georgia led 13-0 at the half,
but Tua Tagovailoa came off the bench
and threw a game-ending 41-yard touch-

down pass to DeVonta Smith that capped
the Tide’s 26-23 overtime win.

The title game has been nothing but routs
since: Clemson beating Alabama 44-16,
LSU beating Clemson 44-25, Alabama
beating Ohio State 52-24 last season.

Oddsmakers don’t expect a blowout this
time around: Georgia was quickly estab-
lished as a 2 1/2 point favorite over Al-
abama by FanDuel Sportsbook, that line
being set before the Bulldogs-Michigan
game had even gone final.

“We think we play in the greatest con-
ference in the world,” Smart said. “We’ve
got an opportunity to play a really good
football team in Indianapolis.”

And it makes tons of sense that these are
the last two teams standing.

The Tide and the Bullodgs spent six
weeks ranked No. 1 and No. 2, in some
order, in the AP Top 25 this season. Big
things were expected of both teams from
the outset: Alabama started No. 1, Geor-
gia began at No. 5.

But even though Saban is 25-1 against
his former assistant coaches — including
4-0 against Smart, who spent 11 years
with him in Tuscaloosa — history says a re-
match for the national title is a great sign
for the Bulldogs.

In the 2011 season, LSU beat Alabama
in the regular season. Alabama won the
rematch for the Bowl Championship Se-
ries national title.

In 1996, Florida State topped Florida in
the regular season. The Gators rolled past
the Seminoles for the national title in what
was then called the Bowl Alliance.

Now, it’s Georgia with a shot at turning
the tide.

All it has to do is beat the Tide.
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Zibanejad has hat trick as Rangers beat Bolts

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK Mika
Zibanejad set up many of
Chris Kreider’s team-lead-
ing 19 goals this season.
On Sunday, it was Kreider
getting assists on each of
Zibanejad’s three scores.

Zibanejad had his eighth
career hat trick, Igor
Shesterkin stopped 38 shots
for his second shutout of the
season and the New York
Rangers beat the Tampa
Bay Lightning 4-0.

“First game of 2022, let’s
flip that,” Zibanejad said of
his play with Kreider. “He
has that in his game as well.
He’s a goal-scorer, but he
makes great passes and you
have to be ready for them.
That was the case today.”

Ryan Strome also scored
and Adam Fox had two as-
sists to help New York win
for the third time in five
games (3-1-1). The Rangers
beat the Lightning for the
second time in three days
after a 4-3 shootout victory
at Tampa, Florida, on Fri-
day night.

New York was with-
out star forward Artemi
Panarin, who was placed in
COVID-19 protocols Sun-
day.

“All of our players stepped
up,” Rangers coach Gerard
Gallant said. “It’s very sat-
isfying. You play a good
team like that over there,
they come at you, they have
a lot of talent. ... Shesty
played a great game, power
play did its job. Everybody
was ready to play today and
compete.”

Shesterkin had 18 saves
in the first period, 11 in the
second and nine in the third
for his fourth career shutout.
He improved to 15-4-2 with
a 2.09 goals-against average
this season.

“I need to play even better
than I did today,” Shesterkin
said through an interpreter.

Andrei Vasilevskiy, play-
ing for the first time in
12 days after coming off
COVID-19 protocols earlier
in the day, had 17 saves as
the Lightning lost their third
straight (0-2-1) after win-
ning nine of 10.

Rich Schultz / AP

Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) makes a save against a shot by New York Rangers center Barclay Goodrow
(21) during the second period of Sunday’s game at Madison Square Garden in New York.

“It’s not like the guys
weren’t trying, we just
didn’t generate anything,”
Lightning coach Jon Coo-
per said. “We were off. Give
credit to the Rangers, they
did a hell of a job. We did
get chances, and the goalie
was able to see them. We
were a step slower, the re-
action time was a little off.
When that happens, this is
the result.”

Zibanejad, who had the
only goal of the shootout
Friday, completed his hat
trick late in the second pe-
riod to put the Rangers up
4-0. He deflected Tampa
Bay’s outlet pass in its de-
fensive zone and charged
toward the net. The puck
came to Kreider, who spun
way to the left and sent a
pass that Zibanejad deflect-
ed past Vasilevskiy with
3:07 remaining for his 11th
of the season.

The Lightning challenged
for high-sticking on the
play, but the goal stood after
areview.

“When you’re in that kind
of momentum, you just

seem to make the right de-
cisions of where to go and
pucks find you,” Zibanejad
said.

It was Zibanejad’s his
first hat trick since April 25
against Buffalo. He scored
three goals three times last
season, including a pair
of three-goal, three-assist
games.

The Rangers came in
eighth in the NHL on the
power play at 23.9 percent
and went 2 for 3 against the
Lightning.

With Tampa Bay’s Mikhail
Sergachev off for hooking,
Zibanejad got the Rangers
on the scoreboard at 7:44 of
the first as he fired a rising
shot from the top of the left
circle past Vasilevskiy into
the top left corner.

Nearly five minutes lat-
er, the Rangers were on a
4-on-3 power play when
Zibanejad’s pass for Kaapo
Kakko on the right side was
deflected by Lightning de-
fenseman Ryan McDonagh
past Vasilevskiy with 7:23
left.

Strome made it 3-0 when

he fired a shot from between
the circles over Vasilevs-
kiy’s glove for his seventh
with 5:07 remaining in the
opening period.

Shesterkin had six of his
18 saves of the first in the
final minute, including a
reaching glove stop on a
slap shot by Sergachev in
which the goalie ended up
sprawled faced down in
front of the goal with 16
seconds left, drawing chants
of “I-gor! I-gor!” from the
home crowd.

Penguins 8, Sharks 5

PITTSBURGH Evan
Rodrigues and Bryan Rust both fin-
ished off hat tricks in the third
period and the Pittsburgh Penguins
beat the San Jose Sharks 8-5 Sun-
day for their eighth straight win.

Rodrigues and Rust each scored
twice as the Pens built a 6-1 lead
in the first period. Both added
insurance goals in the final period,
with Rodrigues completing his first
career hat trick with 2:01 left and
Rust scoring into an empty net
with 11 seconds remaining. Rust
had a career-best five points.

San Jose scored three times in
the first 4:09 of the third period but
couldn’t overcome the huge defi-

cit, which led to an early exit for
goalie James Reimer. Alexander
Barbanov, Brent Burns, Matt Nieto,
Jacob Middleton and Logan Cou-
ture scored for the Sharks.

Casey DeSmith made 22 saves
for Pittsburgh in place of starter
Tristan Jarry, who is one of four
Penguins in COVID-19 protocols.
Pittsbugh hadn’t played since Dec.
19.

Flames 5, Blackhawks 1

CHICAGO — Johnny Gaudreau
had a goal and two assists, Mat-
thew Tkachuk scored for a third
straight game and Calgary beat
Chicago.

Elias Lindholm and Trevor Lewis
also scored for Calgary, Oliver Kyl-
ington added a long empty-netter
and Jacob Markstrom blocked 30
shots in the Flames’ second
straight win.

Alex DeBrincat scored his
team-leading 18th goal, but Chica-
go dropped its fourth straight.

Arvid Soderblom made his first
NHL start with 37 saves, including
one on Dillon Dube’s third-period
penalty shot.

Devils 4, Capitals 3, OT

WASHINGTON — Nico Hischier
scored his second goal of the
game with 2:04 left in overtime to
give New Jersey a victory over
Washington.

Washington rallied late in regu-
lation to force overtime, with Nic

Dowd pulling the Capitals within a
goal with 6:38 remaining and
Conor Sheary tying it with 3:47 left.

Yegor Sharangovich and Damon
Severson scored in a 1:14 span of
the first period for the Devils, and
John Carlson connected for Wash-
ington with 47 seconds left in the
period.

Mackenzie Blackwood made 27
saves for the Devils. llya Samsonov
stopped 33 shots for the Capitals.

Avalanche 4, Ducks 2

DENVER — Logan 0’Connor
scored a tiebreaking goal late in
the third period and Colorado ral-
lied from two goals down past
Anaheim.

Mikko Rantanen had a goal and
two assists and Darcy Kuemper
had 29 saves for the Avalanche,
who were playing their first game
in nearly three weeks due to
COVID-19 cases.

Anaheim, which was playing its
third game after having three post-
ponements, grabbed a 2-0 lead on
goals by Sam Carrick in the first
and Cam Fowler in the second.

Josh Gibson made 32 saves
and kept Colorado off the board
until Devon Toews scored midway
through the second period. Gabriel
Landeskog tied it early in the third
with his 10th of the season.

Bruins 5, Red Wings 1

DETROIT — Erik Haula scored a
tiebreaking goal in the second
period and Boston pulled away
with three more in the third to beat
Detroit.

Patrice Bergeron had his fifth
goal in three games against Detroit
this season. Charlie McAvoy, Trent
Frederic and Tomas Nosek also
scored for the Bruins.

Jeremy Swayman made 23
saves as Boston won for the sec-
ond time in two days after six con-
secutive postponements due to
COVID-19 outbreaks. The Bruins
defeated Buffalo 4-3 in overtime
Saturday.

Tyler Bertuzzi scored for the Red
Wings. Alex Nedeljkovic, playing
his first game since Dec. 16,
stopped 32 shots.

Jets 5, Golden Knights 4, 0T

LAS VEGAS — Kyle Connor
scored in overtime and Winnipeg
held off Vegas in its return from a
two-week hiatus.

Mattias Janmark scored twice
for Vegas in the third period,
including a tying goal with 8.1 sec-
onds left, but Winnipeg’s Connor
Hellebuyck improved to 4-1-1
career against the Golden Knights
by stopping 42 shots.

Jansen Harkins, Kristian
Reichel, Andrew Copp and Paul
Stastny also scored for the Jets.

Michael Amadio and Evgenii
Dadonov also had goals for Vegas,
and Laurent Brossoit made 32
saves.

Brown, Celts defeat Magic in OT

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON Jaylen
Brown scored a career-high
50 points, rallying the Bos-
ton Celtics from 14 points
down late in the fourth
quarter to a 116-111 over-

time victory over the
Orlando Magic on Sunday
night.

Brown scored 21 in the
fourth quarter, then opened
OT with his fifth 3-pointer
of the game. Brown, whose
previous career high was 46
against the Knicks on Oct.
20, also finished with 11 re-
bounds as the Celtics avoid-
ed losing for the fourth time
in five games.

“We needed to win. No
way we could have lost this
game. It wouldn’t have been
good,” said Brown, who
made nine of 12 shots in the
fourth quarter while leading
the Celtics on a frenzied
comeback.

Marcus Smart added 17
points, seven assists and
seven rebounds for the Celt-
ics, who needed an 11-2 run
down the stretch to force
overtime. Dennis Schrod-
er had 21 points and seven
assists.

“We let the game come to
us,” Smart said. “It wasn’t
pretty. It was a little ugly.
But we came out with the
win and that’s because we
kept our composure and we
kept with it.”

Terrence Ross scored 33
for the Magic, who out-
scored Boston 35-20 in the
third quarter. They closed
the period on a 20-4 run to
take a 77-65 lead into the
fourth and were ahead 96-
82 with a little more than 4
minutes remaining in regu-
lation.

“Everybody was just go-
ing extreme tonight. We
were playing with a lot of
energy, a lot of hustle,”
Ross said. “Any time you
play like that, you’re go-
ing to give yourself a good
chance.”

Shortly after missing the
free throw on a three-point
play attempt with 1:40 left,

Brown drove for a layup to
tie it at 98-all with 38 sec-
onds to go. He added an-
other layup that briefly put
Boston up 100-98 with 30
seconds remaining, but Tim
Frazier tied it up again and
the game was decided in
overtime.

“We’ve just got to shake it
off and learn from the situ-
ations that we were in, be-
cause we’ll find ourselves
in more of these as the year
goes on,” Orlando coach Ja-
mahl Mosley said.

Boston, which beat one of
the top teams in the league
Friday with a 123-108 win
over Phoenix, couldn’t stop
the lowly Magic (8-29) two
days later.

Both teams were without
their top scorers. Cole An-
thony was out for the Magic
with a sprained right ankle
and Boston’s Jayson Tatum
missed his fourth straight
game after being placed on
the COVID-19 health and
safety protocols list last
week.

Gary Harris added 23
points and Wendell Carter
Jr. finished with 15 points
and 16 rebounds for Orlan-
do. Frazier, who also scored
11 in the third, finished with
14 points.

Suns 133, Hornets 99

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Devin
Booker scored 24 points, Jalen
Smith tied a career high with 19
points and 12 rebounds and
short-handed Phoenix hammered
Charlotte.

Chris Paul had 16 assists to
help the Suns improve to 28-8 —a
half-game behind Golden State for
the NBA lead — after they lost three
of their previous four.

The Suns got 11 points and six
rebounds from Bismack Biyombo,
who signed a 10-day contract Sat-
urday with four Phoenix players in
the NBA's health and safety proto-
cols, including starting center
Deandre Ayton, starting forward
Jae Crowder and backup center
JaVale McGee. Coach Monty Wil-
liams also is out.

LaMelo Ball had 17 points for
the Hornets.

Mavericks 95 , Thunder 86

OKLAHOMA CITY — Luka Don-
cic had 14 points, 10 assists and
nine rebounds in his return from a
10-game absence, Marquese Criss
scored a season-high 15 points
and Dallas beat Oklahoma City.

Doncic played with a long brace
on his left knee and saw just over
31 minutes in his first game in 23
days. He was content with setting
up teammates for baskets after
missing five games with ankle
soreness and five more games due
to virus health and safety proto-
cols.

Criss, on his second 10-day
contract after joining the Maver-
icks on Dec. 21, shot 6 of 9 from

Mary Schwalm / AP
Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) drives the basket against Orlando Magic center Wendell
Carter Jr. (34) during the second half of Sunday’s game in Boston.

the field, including three 3-point-
ers, and had seven rebounds.

Oklahoma City’s Josh Giddey,
back after three games in the
health and safety protocols, had 17
points, 14 assists and 13 rebounds
for his first triple-double. He is the
youngest NBA player to have a tri-
ple-double at 19 years, 2 months,
23 days.

Raptors 120, Knicks 105

TORONTO — Fred VanVleet
scored 19 of his season-high 35
points in the third quarter, Pascal
Siakam had 20 points and 14
rebounds and Toronto extended its
home winning streak against New
York to 11 games.

Evan Fournier led the depleted
Knicks with 20 points. RJ Barrett
and Obi Toppin each had 19.

Cavaliers 108, Pacers 104

CLEVELAND — Rookie Evan
Mobley had 24 points and nine
rebounds, Kevin Love scored 20
points and Cleveland beat Indiana
to snap a three-game losing
streak.

Domantas Sabonis had 32
points, 13 rebounds and seven
assists for the Pacers.

Kings 115, Heat 113

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — De’Aar-
on Fox scored 11 of his 24 points
over the final six minutes, including
two free throws with 6.2 seconds
left, and Sacramento ended
Miami’s five-game winning streak.

Tyler Herro and Omer Yurtseven
had 22 points apiece for Miami.
Kyle Lowry added 14 points and
12 assists.

knock off

By THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

LINCOLN, Neb. —
Freshman Malaki Bra-
nham scored 35 points,
Jamari Wheeler made two
3-pointers early in over-
time and No. 13 Ohio State
beat Nebraska 87-79 Sun-
day night.

Ohio State (9-2, 3-0
Big Ten) hadn’t played
since Dec. 11 because of
a COVID-19 outbreak in
their program. EJ Liddell,
who came in averaging
21.6 points per game, was
just 2 of 14 for Ohio State.

Bryce McGowens led the
Huskers (6-8, 0-3) with 18
points.

Branham had scored in
double figures only once
prior to Sunday, and his
breakout game was well-
timed, getting 21 of the
Buckeyes’ first 32 points.

No. 12 Houston 66,
Temple 61

PHILADELPHIA — Fabian
White Jr. had 15 points and 14
rebounds, and Jamal Shead
scored 14 points to lead depleted
Houston over Temple.

Houston (12-2, 1-0 American
Athletic Conference) had 10 play-
ers available and only seven
played, which was enough
against Temple (7-6, 1-1), but
certainly won’t sustain the team
through the meat of AAC sched-
ule. Coach Kelvin Sampson was
forced to use grad assistants and
managers in practice over the

Ohio St needs OT to

Nebraska

Rebecca S. Gratz / AP

Nebraska’s Lat Mayen (11) dunks against Ohio State during
the second half of Sunday’s game in Lincoln, Neb. Ohio State
defeated Nebraska 87-79 in overtime.

last week with so many players
out with injuries or in COVID-19
health and safety protocols.

Damian Dunn scored 14 points
and Nick Jourdain had 12 for
Temple, which made a run at an
upset.

Jahlil White buried a 3 that
pulled the Owls to 57-54 with 6
minutes left and Jourdain fol-
lowed with Temple’s 10th
3-pointer to make it 59-57 with
3:53 left in the game.

No. 10 Michigan State 73,
Northwestern 67

EVANSTON, Il. — Gabe Brown
scored 20 points, Marcus Bing-
ham Jr. added 13 and Michigan
State rallied from a 13-point first-
half deficit to beat Northwestern.

Max Christie had 11 points
and Joey Hauser added 10 as the
Spartans (12-2, 3-0 Big Ten) won
their seventh straight.

Pete Nance had 13 points
before fouling out and Boo Buie
and Chase Audige had 12 points
apiece for Northwestern (8-3,

1-1).
SMU 72, UCF 60

DALLAS — Kendric Davis had
20 points, eight rebounds and
eight assists and SMU defeated
Central Florida in American Ath-
letic Conference play.

Davis made 9 of 10 from the
free-throw line to help the Mus-
tangs (11-3, 2-0) notch their
eighth straight victory. Michael
Weathers added 19 points, while
Marcus Weathers totaled 10
points and eight rebounds. Zach
Nutall scored 10.

Brandon Mahan had 17 points
for the Knights (9-3, 1-1), whose
five-game win streak came to an
end. Cheikh Mbacke Diong had
12 points and seven rebounds,
while Darius Perry scored 12.
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Analysis: Where will the NFL
coaching carousel land this time?

By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

Just like the Super Bowl,
the draft, and the Jets miss-
ing the playoffs, there is
another ritual in every NFL
season.

The coaching carousel.

It’s spinning already with
two openings, in Las Vegas
and Jacksonville, forced by
the departures of two dis-
graced coaches, Jon Gruden
and Urban Meyer. It might
also hit in Chicago, Minne-
apolis, Charlotte and New
York. There are even rum-
blings that one of the best
pro coaches of the last de-
cade or so, Pete Carroll in
Seattle, might have worn
out his welcome.

Let’s dismiss that one;
Carroll has earned the right
to determine when he will
leave the Seahawks. Yes,
he’s the oldest coach in the
NFL and this has been his
worst season. But Carroll
has a way of figuring out
things, just like Sean Pay-
ton in New Orleans, John
Harbaugh in Baltimore, and
Mike Tomlin in Pittsburgh.
All elite coaches with Super
Bowl rings whose teams are
struggling. None deserves
to be dismissed.

As for the others, here’s
a closer look — presuming
the likes of David Culley in
Houston, Dan Campbell in
Detroit and Vic Fangio in
Denver are safe.

Asked if he worries about
job security, Fangio says: “I
don’t. And I know you think
that’s a standard answer.
But for a lot of reasons, I
do not worry about it. And

those reasons are personal
to me. But do I acknowl-
edge that it’s certainly out
there and could happen?
Absolutely. But do I worry
about it? I absolutely do not
worry about it, for many,
many reasons.”

Matt Nagy

This seems the most likely
change, though Nagy has a
winning record in his four
seasons, 33-32 through last
week’s comeback victory at
Seattle. The main issues in
Chicago have been:

B The lack of develop-
ment at quarterback. This
will be Justin Fields’ team
moving forward, regardless
who is the coach. But the
decisions made on Mitchell
Trubisky, Nick Foles — the
winning QB last Sunday
— and Andy Dalton have
caused regression on of-
fense.

B A defense that also has
regressed from a big-play
unit of near-championship
caliber to a so-so unit.

B A severe lack of disci-
pline in all aspects of on-
field performance.

Former Eagles coach
Doug Pederson would ap-
pear to be a wise option if
Nagy is released.

Mike Zimmer

There’s little doubt that
Zimmer is a solid coach, but
his talented team has under-
performed and struggles in
close games. Simply put,
the Vikings can’t finish.

While Zimmer almost cer-
tainly would be gobbled up
as a defensive coordinator
should he become available,

his D hasn’t been notable in
Minnesota.

There’s also a question of
whether, after eight years
there with a good record but
diminishing returns, wheth-
er it’s time for a fresh ap-
proach.

Matt Rhule

Late in his second consec-
utive losing season in Car-
olina, the man who turned
around Temple and Bay-
lor in college heard “Fire
Rhule” chants on Sunday
when the Panthers were
routed by the injury-ravaged
Buccaneers. In fairness to
Rhule, the team started 3-0
and then lost its most im-
portant player, running back
Christian McCaffrey. The
Panthers never have been
the same.

Odds are Rhule, in the
second year of a $60 mil-
lion contract, gets another
season at least. He insists
things aren’t so depressing.

“There is a process that
is happening underneath
and everyone is like, ‘It’s
not working, Matt. It’s not
working, Matt, But when
I see all of the good things
that are happening, I think it
is,” he says.

Joe Judge

Very similar to Rhule’s
situation, the Giants coach
is getting all sorts of heat at
the end of his second losing
season. This year was all
about developing Daniel
Jones, but the quarterback’s
neck injury, the sidelin-
ing of some key players
throughout the offense, and
a general malaise in recent

games has added to the crit-
icism.

New York has not scored
more than 10 points in the
first half, an indictment of
preparation as well as exe-
cution. He also is the third
straight coaching hire the
Giants might have missed
on: Ben McAdoo, Pat Shur-
mur and Judge.

He probably deserves
one more shot, but the un-
certainty with Jones is an
albatross for the entire fran-
chise.

Raiders

The Gruden redux was a
flop, ending ignominious-
ly. The Raiders could use
someone less mercurial and
able to deal with the modern
locker room. A strong voice
with a winning pedigree in
the NFL seems best. Some-
one from the same mold as
a Tomlin or Payton.

Too bad the team moved
on from Jack Del Rio in
2018 when it went after
Gruden.

Jaguars

This one should be easy
for owner Shad Khan. Don’t
go with a college coach,
don’t go with the big name
out there who has no NFL
cred, and don’t ignore that
Trevor Lawrence needs a
quarterback whisperer.

Former Jaguars QB Byron
Leftwich, now the offensive
coordinator in Tampa Bay,
and Chiefs standout OC
Eric Bieniemy, critical in
the development of Patrick
Mahomes, fit the bill. As
would an available Super
Bowl winner, Pederson.

Matthew Hinton / AP

Baylor linebacker Terrel Bernard celebrates after being named
most valuable player in the team’s Sugar Bowl victory over
Mississippi on Saturday in New Orleans.

Baylor topples Ole
Miss in Sugar Bowl

By BRETT MARTEL
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — A
Sugar Bowl showdown
against Mississippi and
coach Lane Kiffin’s ex-
plosive, Southeastern Con-
ference-leading  offense
provided a high-profile
platform for Baylor to vali-
date its old-school formula
of ball control and aggres-
sive defense.

Al Walcott set a Sugar
Bowl record with a 96-
yard interception return,
Monaray Baldwin raced
48 yards for the go-ahead
score on an end around,
and sixth-ranked Baylor
beat No. 8 Mississippi
21-7 Saturday night as in-
jured Rebels quarterback
Matt Corral watched from
the sideline on crutches.

Abram Smith rushed for
172 yards to finish with a
single-season record 1,601
for Big 12 champion Bay-
lor (12-2), which won 12
games in a season for the
first time. The defense did
the rest, finishing with 10
sacks — two by game MVP
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50
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62

67
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CLUES ACROSS

40. Peculation

CLUES DOWN

36. One’s grandmother

1. Struck firmly
6. Shirt part

12. Nevertheless

16. Article

17. Adornment

18. Educator’s helper

19. Healthcare pro

20. Atomic number 28

21. Extinct flightless bird

22. Mystic syllable

23. College sports
decision maker (abbr.)

24. Edible mushrooms

26. Venerable
English monk

28. Surrounded by

30. Forming fractional
numbers from 4
onwards

31. Eastern France river

32. Short cry or yelp

34. Brew

35. Ornamental box

37. In a way, surfaced

39. Attired

41. Netted

43. It shows you paid
(abbr.)

44. Payroll firm

45. Antidiuretic hormone

47. Japanese
classical theater

48. The first two

50. Ancient burial chamber

52. Type of card

54. Expression of
SOrrow or pity

56. Hectoliter

57. Morning

59. NYC subway dweller

60. Law enforcement

61. Sodium

62. Elevated subway

63. Facility where wild
animals are kept

66. Integrated circuit

67. Seaman'’s tool

70. Drink to

71. Small group
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ADSORPTION
ALLELE
ANTIBODY
ANTIGEN
ANTIGLOBULIN
BANK

BLOOD
CALIBRATION
CELLS
CODOMINANT
CROSSMATCH
DISEASE

DONATION

DONOR
DOSAGE

ENDOTHELIAL

ENZYMES
GENETIC
GROUP
HEALTH
STEM
SYRINGE
THERAPY
TYPE

1. Poem
2. Everest is one (abbr.)
3. Olympic legend Jesse
4. Portable tent
5. When you hope
to get there
6. Unwavering
7. Back muscle
8. Within
9. Excessive fluid
accumulation in tissues
10. Six
11. Involved as a
necessary part
12. 2002 Liotta, Patric film
13. Living thing
14. Type of gin
15. Moved around in
pursuit of fun
25. Makes light bulbs
26. Story of one’s life
27. Small island in a river
29. A type of bliss
31. Genus of large herons
33. Away to make dry
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38. Vocal style

39. Pronunciation mark

41. American Indian
chief or leader

42. Insecticide

43. Go bad

46. Capital of Zimbabwe

47. Polish river

49, Cast out

51. People of India and
Sri Lanka

53. Cleaning fabrics

54. Very skilled

55. Pouches

58. Restaurant must-have

60. Native Americans
from Arizona

64. Remaining after
all deductions

65. Fleece

68. Dorm official

69. It cools your home
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Terrel Bernard — and three
interceptions.

“I would not put it as
necessarily as a point to
prove,” Baylor coach Dave
Aranda said when sum-
ming up the significance
of the victory. “I would say
it as more of an identity to
show. ... Just to take the
stage and to take the lights
and the crowd and all of
that and to, like, be us — all
the way, man.

“You want other people to
see it,” Aranda continued.
“I’'m appreciative that we
had the opportunity, and we
took advantage of it.”

Corral, a dual-threat star
QB and projected high-
round NFL draft choice,
became one of the big
stories of the Sugar Bowl
because of his decision to
play, rather than opt out
and minimize injury risks
in advance of turning pro.

Corral was carted to the
locker room for X-rays,
which Kiffin said were
negative, before returning
to the sideline wearing his
red undershirt and using
two black crutches.

OKU

Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from
the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are

formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers
1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in
which the numbers will appear by using the
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to

solve the puzzle!
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sidered good etiquette
to return plates ‘“clean.”
B RI DG E S U D 0 KU Guests were always pro-
vided a slice of bread (but-
. ter optional) to accomplish
By PHILLIP ALDER North 01-03-22 DIFFICULTY RATING: v v 335 this. They used it to sop up
. 3 E ‘11010 7 6 3 5 4 gravy, push peas onto their
The Justin Lall Best Played 13765 forks and sponge off every
Deal of the Year award from the &3554 last crumb from the plate.
International Bridge Press As- |West East This ensured there was
sociation went to Sartaj Hans, [#753 28642 2 1 9 3 no waste, the diners were
with the journalist prize to Ron : ?05322 : ‘Lg 643 sufficiently full and plates
Klinger, both from Australia. |aggs2 &J1076 were easier to wash with-
However, that deal is too com- South 1 3 8 5 6 out having to be scraped
plicated for the space restric- 4AQ9 and rinsed.
tions on this column. : 2 }8{7Q 94 Advise “Grossed Out”
I thought this runner-up in- & AK 4 2 3 to tactfully offer her
structive. It was played by Rich- Dealer: West brother-in-law a  slice
ard Pavlicek and written up by Vulnerable: Both of bread. If he doesn’t
Jing Liu, both from the United | South  West North East 4 7 6 9 2 know what it’s for (but I
States. Pass Pass  Pass bet he does!), she could
How did Pavlicek proceed in | 22 Pass 24 Pass say, “It’s sweet that you
. . 29 Pass 24 Pass ’ .
his contract of six no-trump after | oyt Pass 6NT  All Pass 3 7 1 love my cooking so much
West led a safe spade? you don’t want to waste
In the auction, South’s two- Opening lead: # 3 a drop, but I bet it would
heart rebid was either natural or 3 7 4 2 1 be easier with this!” She
a balanced hand with 25 or more could even demonstrate. —
high-card points. (He added 1 spades, one heart and one club. Butter Side Up
point for his excellent five-card West pitched a club and a spade. 6 1 2 8 DEAR BUTTER SIDE UP: A
suit.) Two spades inquired, and  Next, declarer took his last two great number of you sug-
six no-trump was quantitative. spade tricks, ending in his hand. gested that he use bread.
Reaching the laydown six dia- West threw a heart; East, a heart 5 7 6 9 DEAR ANNIE: I've been
monds proved too difficult. and a club. a grief therapist for

Declarer started with 10 top
tricks: three spades, five dia-

Pavlicek felt

Everyone had five cards left.

sure that East had

1/3
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monds and two clubs. To gain begun with five hearts and, be- PREVIOUS SOLUTION
two heart tricks, there seemed cause he retained three, that the
only one chance: that West heart jack was one of them. So, 712/419(5/8|1/3]|6
had the heart jack. However, South played a heart to the king 9/8/3lalel1l5/7 2
Pavlicek deftly decided to delay and continued with the 10, cov- HOW TO PLAY:
the decision. ered by East’s jack and ducked Each row, column |15/ 6]7/3/2]9/4|8
South cashed his five diamond by declarer. When the ace came and set ?f 3'b¥',3 b??‘(' 417 115/9/ 61218 3
winners. East discarded three down, Pavlicek claimed. ﬁﬁm'ggrss fotﬂ:)'ﬂghg
without repetition. 5/3/8|1(2/4]|6|9 7
6/9/2|13/ 8/ 7]4/1|5
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 314/ 71615829
, By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 2/1/5|l8/7/913/64
Unscramble these Jumbles, o ™\
one letter to each square, 2 PR eoRdence 8/6/9|12|14/ 37|51
to form four ordinary words. 3 Precedence.
E She definitely \
H LYSY % knows this!
O g CELEBRITY CIPHER
= by Luis Campos
3 Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
L I QT U ; Each letter in the cipher stands for another.
(\E “YJNSN ESN VJSNN VJBLYC GNL ZEL
A8
SAWELE ; KP FBVJ FPGNL: TPMN VJNG, CXRRBRNS
=
7 N 3 RPS VIJNG PS VXSL VJNG BLVP
N y 2 &l
3 TBVNSEVXSN.” — CVNDJNL CVBTTC
C P T| E K < | THE SPELLING BEE CONTESTANT
5| QUICKLY SPELLED THE WORD
N N A N VPRECEDENCE" --- y
y N Now arrange the circled letters Previous Solution: “Though no one can go back and make a brand-new start,

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Print answer here:

Y Y Y )
N A AN AN S

[13

Y’
N/

)
N

Jumbles: SCOUT

Saturday’s Answer:

OBESE
Aifter alphabetizing all the books, the librarian

(Answers tomorrow)
FREELY

BOTTLE

was — OUT OF SORTS

anyone can start from now and make a brand-new ending.” — Carl Bard

TODAY’S CLUE: A sjenba i

© 2022 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

1-3

M Find the daily crossword puzzle inside the Chronicle’s classified pages, along
with Sudoku, Wordy Gurdy and a word puzzle.

37 years, and I find that
there are some ‘“‘experts”
who often need to change
their language when of-
fering advice to grieving
individuals.

Your comments an-
swering a gentleman’s
confusion on whether to
replace his wife after their
lifelong love affair was
poignant and beautifully
said. But please refrain
from using the trendy
term “new normal.”

Once someone loses the
love of their lives, their
life never becomes “nor-
mal,” whether it’s new
or old. Rebuilding a life
filled with love and les-
sons from loss experienc-
es helps us to understand
and navigate through life
without that partner who
was always our “other
half.”

I strongly recommend
the writings of Megan
Devine, who is a brilliant
educator and writer on
grief and loss.

Many thanks for your
input on often extremely
difficult life circumstanc-
es. — Grief Therapist

DEAR GRIEF THERAPIST:
Thank you for your letter.
Your counsel based on a
lifetime of experience is
much appreciated.

Email Annie Lane at
dearannie@creators.com.
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BEETLE BAILEY

FAMILY CIRCUS

§ WHATS FOR
¢ DINNER?Z

inc. Distributed by Kina Features
GREC +AORT WALKER.

a, f

©2022 Comicar

CREAM OF
INDIGESTION
SOUP AND
HEARTRBURN

YOu HAVE )
SICKSENSE
OF HUMOR

© 2022 by King Featur

BUT NOTHING EVER PREVENTS
;| ME FROM MY DUTIES AS
$| A PROFESSIONAL MAIL
CARRIER! =T

m

www.Blondie.col

THAT REMINDS ME..HERE'S
A HAPPY NEW YEAR'S CARD

v
=

©2022 Bil Keane, nc
Disl. by King Fealures Synd.
Y www familycircus.com

HI & LOIS

BABY BLUES

WIZARD OF ID

TO BE TEN YEARS
YOUNGER AND

TEN POUNDS
LIGHTER.

BC
THEY SAY SKIING IS A IS IT THE COST o
PASTIME FOR THE RICH. | OF THE OUTER-
WEAR, POLES  |° .

AND BOOTS?
\_‘ ’———/ 0

o

P THOSE AREN'T
ON THE MENU,
MA'AM.

THEN BRING ME
A SALAD AND
A CHARDONNAY.

babybives.com

§
|

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

“When you and Daddy ordered me,
was | in stock or did you have
to put me on back order?”

By Bil Keane

NOW I'M
_FREEZING, |

DENNIS THE MENACE

YT DONT THINKT. CANHed,P
You WITH THAT ONE. Yo
CoUlbJUST GooBLE ITH

TS UARD TO DRESS FOR
HOCKEY PRACTICE
AROUND HE

—

CURTIS

q .

&1

TS MOSTLY THE
MEDICAL BILLS.

Dist. by Creators

©John Hart Studios Inc. Al rights reserved

9
0
0
0
q
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

° 1-3-22 “P"‘\

TS

ESAARAAANE (7 \E
“ SOURELY 1T WAS "i
THE FEATHER THAT MADE

ONE OF THE MAIDENS Y

SNEEZED AND THERE ON
H TE TABLE WAS A FEATHER. |

NOU SNEEZE LAUGHED
ANOTHER MAIDEN

R

0
0
0
1Y
0
0
0
0
0
{

THE TRIO'S LAUGHTER
WAS INTERRUPTED BY
YET ANOTHER SNEETE

Ny
—~ ‘ '1

0 < T
E THE SNEEZING | ﬁ‘?
4 \WCREASED, AS
DID THE
FEATHERS
POURING

paniasal SIYBI PLIOA, DUl 'SIESIPLAS SaInie.] bl Ad €808

i

Facebook.comiWizardOfld

Wizardofld.com

YOU KNOW WHAT THEY
SAY... IDLE HANDS ARE
THE DEVIL'S PLAYGROUND

= y
[o# Norvo |
YOU AGAN! |

@John Hart Studios Inc. All rights.

M BATUROOM
AT HOME IS
plsausriNG!

Patnorip, Dby King Fearas

OKp NOW )
RMENON Yo ko

zitscomica.com

§ 5[7};7%%
DILBERT HAGAR THE HORRIBLE
, ; THAT WORKS FOR i DO YOU NEED WOULD YOUR. MOTHER ; THAT DEPERNDS --
1M ONLY ATTRACTED 121 ME. IN RELATED NEWS, | A MINUTE BE HADDY |F SHE KNEW SR ¢ | WHAT DRESS AND Sroe
HopemyHO CAR BE |E| TMONLY ATTRACTED |4 WHAT? TosavorRmY | | YOU were ouT RADING A : SIZE ARE YOU ?
|2 TO YOUR LOOKS. 3 | HONESTY? A CASTLE? £ z
8 2l d -
< (60 )
% o @ e 2, 2
:j 2 Al g |
GARFIELD MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM
JON SAYS NOT HIS FURNITORE TBOUOHTA WHOLE I WOW, THATS CHEAP [
I'M FAT TROE IS JUST CHEAP SET OF ANTIQUE WHER'E DI 40U ;e\{ BUR@LAR
SILVERWARE FOR [l BU¢ IT © KING
5 ONWY #75
. S
i 0
0
< H NN
: 2 o P M
BV DAVIS -3 % f ‘_,\3\‘\\3‘{\ . \ 4M
FORT KNOX

T'VE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH
A WOMAN ONLINE, JOE!

PICKLES
OKAR, WHO GOT WHAT? SOMEONE NICETRY, EARL.,
INTOTHE CAKE \ GOTINTO THE YOUR *MRINNOLENT !
MADE FOR THE CAKE?/ FACE DOES NOT
CHURCH S00ALT ( WORK ON ME !

T

v

NO, THIS TIME
IT'S PIFFERENT.

[ WHAT MAKES IT 50
PIFFERENT THIS TIME?

© 2022 Paul Jon. D‘\st by Washington Post Writers Group

SHE'S ASKING
FORLESS MONEY.

mutts.com www kingfeatures.com

z ~a -y
AVTTT0.2022 PATRTE PRDouE - DUTRIEVTED §Y K FEDEES soreitE 13

13

THIS 18 NOT MY "MR,
INNOCENT" FACE, (TiS
MY "MR PLAUSIBLE
DENIABILITY" FACE.

HELLO! AND WELCOME
TO THE “SALLY FORTH 40
ANNIVERSARY,” A CELEBRATION
OF,F \/ﬁ—LL, SELF-CELEBRATION,

YES, FOR THE NEXT
FEW DAYS WE'LL HAVE
FLASHBACKS! WE'LL HAVE
NEVER-BEFORE-SEEN

FOOTAGE!

2anyea Buist Ad 22020

SPECIAL
GUEST
STARS!
WE'LL-

21 SWBLI POM "0U| ‘21RDIPUAS 5

“panias:

WE'LL HAVE ((

UH, HIL... OSTENSIBLY 2

WHO ARE YOU | EVERYONE. BUT REALLY
TALKING TOZ?

DUNCAN SINCE HE’S
THE ONE FILMING THIS.

HI, MRS.
FORTH! HIL,
DOES YOUR
MOM NEED
TO SIGN A
RELEASE

By EUGENIA LAST

MONDAY, JANUARY 3

Take hold of situations and boldly move
forward. A change that lightens emotional
or financial stress will give you a new
lease on life and encourage an overhaul
that will contribute to a healthier future.
Envision what you want and turn it into a
reality. Don’t let anyone push you in a
direction that doesn’t suit your needs.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) A prac-
tical outlook will keep people from trying
to manipulate you. Sticking to what feels
comfortable will encourage better results
and eliminate unnecessary stress. Know
your limitations.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) Don’t be
shy. Look at what’s possible and dig in
and do your best. Observing what others
do will be a learning experience. Do your
research and initiate your plans with con-
fidence.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) Dig in and
make a difference. Encourage others to
support your efforts. Steer clear of anyone
who tries to mislead you. Maintaining a

healthy attitude and doing your research
will pay off.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) You'll have
to be sharp if you want to avoid trouble.
Leave nothing to chance. Stay focused on
what you want to achieve, and don’t stop
until you are satisfied with the results.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) Confusion
will set in if you let someone manipulate
a situation. Be vocal and deliver the
goods. It’s up to you to set the standard.
Self-improvement is encouraged.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) Trust and
believe in what you know and do best.
Refuse to let anyone railroad you into
something you don’t want to pursue. You
can push your way forward with a posi-
tive attitude.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) A positive
change will develop if you use your inge-
nuity and branch out in a creative and
trendy direction. Take a step forward, and
you’ll gain respect and the support you
require.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Put more effort
into getting along with the people you
need in your corner to accomplish your

goals. Diplomacy will fetch better results
than force. Speak from the heart and be
ready to compromise.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Get out, net-
work and gain experience. See the world
through someone else’s eyes, and you
will gain perspective regarding what’s
possible. Refuse to let domestic situations
get out of control.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23) A passionate
approach will be required if you want to
overcome the trials and tribulations
involved with certain joint ventures. You
will need to be flexible, honest and
direct.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Keep mov-
ing in a direction that offers satisfaction
and makes you proud. Your efforts can
make a difference and will eventually be
recognized by your peers. Live life your
way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Put
your energy where it brings the highest
returns. Hard work will pay off and help
you recognize and reject unreliable out-
side influences. Do the work and reap the
rewards.

Citrus Cinemas 6 Inverness;
844-462-7342 Code 187
Monday, Jan. 3

“American Underdog” PG:
11:45a.m., 3:15, 7:30 p.m.

“Sing 2” PG: 12:15, 3:30,
7:45 p.m.

“The King’s Man” R: noon, 3:45,
7:15 p.m.

“The Matrix Resurrections” R:
11:15a.m., 2:45, 6:45 p.m.

“Spider-Man: No Way Home”
PG13: 11,11:30 a.m., 2:30, 3,
6:30, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 4

“American Underdog” PG:
11:45a.m., 3:15, 7:30 p.m.

“Sing 2” PG: 12:15, 3:30,
7:45 p.m.

“The King’s Man” R: noon, 3:45,
7:15 p.m.

“The Matrix Resurrections” R:

11:15a.m., 2:45, 6:45 p.m.

“Spider-Man: No Way Home”
PG13:11,11:30 a.m., 2:30, 3,
6:30,7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 5

“American Underdog” PG:
11:45a.m., 3:15, 7:30 p.m.

“Sing 2” PG: 12:15, 3:30,
7:45p.m.

“The King’s Man” R: noon, 3:45,
7:15 p.m.

“The Matrix Resurrections” R:
11:15a.m., 2:45, 6:45 p.m.

“Spider-Man: No Way Home”
PG13: 11,11:30 a.m., 2:30, 3,
6:30,7 p.m.

Valerie Theatre, Inverness;
352-341-7850
No movies announced at this
time.

Times provided by Regal Cinemas and are subject to change; call ahead.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

***FREE***FREE***
| WILL REMOVE
ANTENNA TOWERS
For Free 352-322-6277

DirecTV Satellite TV
Service Starting at $59.99
/month! Free Installation!
160+ channels available. Call
Now to Get the Most Sports &
Entertainment on TV!

844-614-2532

FREE... FREE...FREE...
Removal of scrap metal
alc, auto's, appliances
& dump runs.
352-476-6600

I BUY, jewelry, silver, gold,
paintings, instruments,
records, antiques, coins,
watches & MORE!
352-454-0068

GOODNLINGS]
EA

* NOW OPEN *

BELLAMY GROVE
Fresh Citrus
Honeybells

Collard Greens
9am-5pm MON.- SAT.
CLOSED SUN.
352-726-6378

Email: Classifieds@chronicleonline.com - Website: www.chronicleonline.com

Ccrrnusv’ "couNTvE
\ www.chronicleonline.com

§o@

Pets Real Estate

L

Help Wanted

SAR002800
FREE OFFERS EMPLOYMENT PETS MERCHANDISE MERCHANDISE

FREE BAMBOO
- ALL SIZES
YOU COME AND CUT
CALL (727) 470-5374

Kitten Free to good home
Orange, male, 10 months,
neutered, microchipped, & up
dated on shots. Gets along well
with other cats. (352)613-0529

OTHER

ATTENTION MEDICARE
RECIPIENTS! Open Enroll-
ment for Medicare health plans
is here! Call our licensed insur-
ance agents for an affordable
quote for your needed cover-
age. Call for a no obligation
free quote now! 833-260-2632

Wanted Model Trains
$ INSTANT CASH $
For old Lionel & other
model trains, any
guantity - one piece
or a house full!
330-554-7089

WANTED:
Typewriter in good condition.
Call (760)379-6440

TODAY’S NEW ADS

COUNTY WIDE DRY-WALL
30 Years Experience
License #2875. for ALL your
drywall needs!! Ceiling & Wall
Repairs - Popcorn Removal
352-503-7193

SUGARMILL WOODS
Sellers & Buyers
FRUSTRATED?
NEEDING HELP?
CALL ME, NOW.

Hello I'm

ayne Cormier
Key One
352-422-0751

wayne@waynecormier.com
"Have a great day

and God Bless"

LOST / FOUND

FOUND:

Cell phone left on school bus.
Call with description of phone
and bus number 352-637-1857

REWARD TO FINDER
Lost 5 stone bar pendant
P-lot at Meadowcrest
Family Physicians
352-212-4495

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call
Flight Services for best pricing
on domestic & international
flights inside and from the US.
Serving United, Delta, Americ-
an & Southwest and many
more airlines. Call for free
guote now! Have travel dates
ready! 888-858-0128

GARAGE / ESTATE SALES
-

)

CITRUS HILLS - Terra Vista
FURNITURE - 2 wall units,
dining table, china cabinet,
patio furniture, other small
items, accessories & much
more! Text for Pics or call for
Appointment to view.

(512) 694-7332

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

PINE RIDGE
Jan 2nd Thru Jan 8th 9a-4p
5624 W Cisco St

INSTRUCTION

CHRONICLE

Citrus Publishing located in
Crystal River Florida is cur-
rently seeking a Full Time
Lead Press Operator. Our
central office is in Crystal
River, FL printing newspa-
pers that serve Citrus,
Sumter, Marion and Levy
Counties.

Applicants must have a
minimum 5 years’ experience
running a Goss Community/
DGM 430 printing press. This
is a night shift position, four
days per week.

We offer an excellent benefits
package including health, life,
dental, eye care, 401K, paid
vacations and holidays.

Apply in person or send
resume to:

Citrus County Chronicle
Attn. Tom Feeney

1624 North Meadowcrest
Blvd.

Crystal River, Fla. 34429
Office 352-563-3275 or
Fax # 352-563-5665

EXPERIENCED PAINTER

McKenzie Painting is Hiring!!
Must wear white and have
five years experience,
transportation & tools,
To apply call 352-400-1404

Career Training and Medic-
al Billing- TRAIN ONLINE TO
DO MEDICAL BILLING!
Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI!
Get Trained, Certified & ready
to work in months!

Call 877-324-4096.

The Mission, Program Inform-
ation and Tuition is located at
CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.

(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

EMPLOYMENT

KITCHEN HELP
NEEDED
MACRAE'S of Homosassa
Apply at Motel office
5300 S Cherokee Way,
Homosassa

RELP
WANTED

LANDSCAPE
LABORER

Growing landscape company
looking for Dependable
Landscaping Laborer.

MONDAY - FRIDAY

No experience necessary, we
are WILLING TO TRAIN the
right person.

Valid driver’s license is
required and must have
reliable transportation.

ALL
= 1%051“’”

“TAN
(352) 527-9111
or email resume to
info@enlighteneddesigns
.com

Careers are made
in the Classifieds...

Find One Today!

Services

4 WHEEL MOBILITY
SCOOTER
hicog

e

Golden Technologies
GC440 model, made in the
USA. Weight capacity of 350
Ibs, speed of 5.3 mph, range
of 18 miles between charging.
Adjustable seat with arm
rests, lots of leg and foot room
provides for riding comfort.
10" tires, adjustable head light
and tail lights, electronic
speed control, automatic
electric brakes, and battery
charger included. Ideal for
car travel, trips to the mall,
dining out, or riding around
your neighborhood with your
4-legged companion.

Excellent Condition. Asking

$1,795. Call 352-422-0179

DOG CARRIER
Pet Mate Ultra, large,
28"Lx15"Wx21.5"D.
Taupe/black $60
352-613-0529

KITTEN
8 weeks old - FREE TO GOOD
HOME - (727) 470-5374

Kitten, free to good home.
Orange, male, 10 months,
neutered, microchipped, & up
dated on shots. Gets along well
with other cats. (352)613-0529

PET STROLLER
VIAGDO - Never Used $100
Can send pics (810) 956-3406

PET GATES
Two free standing, Petmaker,
White, 54"(w) x 24"(h)
Purchased Pier One - Brand
New $30 ea (727) 247-3025

PUPPIES
POMERANIAN SHIH ZU MIX
Male, Small Fluffy & Playful
Paper Trained - Health Cert.
$1200 352-544-0330

MERCHANDISE

COLLECTBLES/

ART WORK
50 plus year Sports
Memorabilia, ALL TEAMS
Also quality Art Works
(443) 602-0677

DINNERWARE SET
Brand new 74pc Dinnerware
Set - serves 10+ people
with Duck Pattern -Excellent
Condition! Looks brand new
$75 - (352) 503-6337

BRITA Faucet Water Purifier
Kit - Silver w/ 4 refills $35
(352) 527-2085

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
Lights, Tins $50 ALL or
make offer on Individual Items
352-513-5339

DOLLS
TWO (2) 30" Tall & up, Long
Beautiful Hair, Extra Clothes
$40 ea obo (352) 726-3182

UMBRELLA STROLLER
Blue and Red, in good cond.
$10 352-613-0529

CHRISTMAS
Table Cloths and Placemats
$30 ALL or Make Offer on
Individual Items
352-513-5339

CONCRETE STATUE
19" tall / Female Seminole
FSU $50 (352) 726-3182

FISHING LURES
30 fishing lures, J plugs $40
352-382-4558

FISHING LURES
35+ Rapala Lures all colors,
sizes, types, all for $80!
352-382-4558

FITNESS -
Treadmill ProForm 830QT
Programmable, fold up,
incline/decline, cushioned
running deck, very good condi-
tion! $175 Text for pictures

352-270-1775

VINTAGE BOOKS- 2 large
duffle bags full. 1800's to the
1940's. $100 obo for all
(352)503-6337

Wall Plate
Fruit picture, 7" round, vintage
1950's $8 352-513-5339
VINTAGE Santa Claus
Salt and Pepper $10
352-513-5339

APPLIANCES

GE Upright Freezer NEW
21 cu ft, White, includes war-
ranty. $1650 New, asking $800
for pictures text 352-270-1775

SMITTYS

APPLIANCE REPAIR

352-564-8179

FURNITURE

GAS HEATER
Propane - $60 (352) 726-3182

GAS LOGS
NEW 19" Long - Propane $100
(352) 726-3182

JEWELRY
Victorian Boxes, Like New
LG MED SM $15 ALL
352-513-5339

LAMPS
two matching lamps, bronze
with beige shades, 30" high,
$50 for both. 352-613-0529

JUST REDUCED!!!
Metro Mobility Electric 4
Wheel SCOOTER- NEW IN
BOX, Only $650 - SAVE $400
(352) 410-8262

Bob's DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service
« FREE PICK-UP «
352-637-1225

VINTAGE SPORT CARD
COLLECTION
NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB &
NASCAR - Over $300 value -
$100 for All (352) 503-6337

STUFFED ANIMALS
Dogs, Bunnies, Tigers, Lions
$30 ALL or Make offer on
Individual Items
352-513-5339

TONER CARTRIDGE
Brother TN -550 Brand New,
still in original box $50.
352-613-0529

TOOLS -
MK100 Commercial Tile Saw
Very Good Condition! - Home
Owner Use Only - includes
accessories. $275 Text for
pictures 352-270-1775

TOOLS
1.5 ton Hydraulic Jack w/ 4
wheels - $75 (352) 726-3182

TOOLS
PORTABLE DRILL $40
(352) 726-3182

Directory

Bedroom Set
5 Piece Circa 1917 Bedroom
Set $800 - pictures available
upon request (352) 212-5081

CONSOLE/

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
BEAUTIFUL & in Excellent
Condition! Holds a 45" TV.
Paid $3700 asking $1500
(352) 465-7422

Curio Cabinet
82"H x 40"W x 13"D with
shelves- White washed $100
352-613-0529

FURNITURE

Dresser, hutch, 2 Night Stands
Good cond. Solid Wood

Light Brwn Asking $100 OBO
352-503-6337

BED
Individual Hide-Away folding
bed w/ cover. Used only once-
Like New! $100
(352) 503-6337

Pet Taxi/ Kennel
for Large Dog $20 obo
(352) 503-6337

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

JUST REDUCED!!!
Metro Mobility Electric 4
Wheel SCOOTER- NEW IN
BOX, Only $650 - SAVE $400
(352) 410-8262

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY il PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY [l PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY il PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY HANDYMAN LAWN AND TREE SERVICES

ALEX'S FLOORING
Home & RV flooring
installations & repairs
30 yrs exp - Lic/Ins.
(352) 458-5050

BCI Bath and Shower-
BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Super-
ior quality bath and shower
systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.

No payments for 18 months!
Senior and Military Discounts
Call Now! 888-460-2264

Bob's DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service
« FREE PICK-UP «
352-637-1225

BEAUTY/HEALTH

*kk

Janum 2022

New Year, New You
Feel Great, Look Great
Make Self-Care A
Priority

* Detox lon Foot Bath
* Far Infrared Light Sauna
*Ozone Treatments
* Ear Candeling
* Microneedling
*Cold Plunge
*Cupping
*PEMF
*Memberships

Florida Detox Beauty Spa
Serving Citrus
Stephanie Gombrelli

352-613-6111

GUTTERS
Get your mind out of the
gutter! Cleaning $25-$45,
most homes. Gutter guards,
$3-$4 ft. And Handyman,
Mark: 352-445-4724

JEFF'S
CLEANUP / HAULING
Clean outs / Dump runs,

Brush Removal.
Lic./Ins. 352-584-5374

Hauling Service
WE HAUL
ANYTHING!
(352) 453-7278

Yard Work
Getting out of hand?
Joseph Ward Trimming
Bush Hoggin > Lot
Clearing > Tree Trims &
Installs > Removal >
Stump Grinding - Lic'd
& Ins'd 352-651-1849
M&W INTERIORS
Bath, kitchen, floors,

walls, ceilings.
Lic/ins 352-537-4144
Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!
Avg 16" stump $25.

No stump to big or too small.
Ask about our Disc: Veterans,
Volume, & Seniors!!
Free Est. Cheapest price
guaranteed. Call Rich

352-586-7178
352-789-2894
CitrusStumpGrinding.com
WHITE DIAMOND
PRESSURE WASHING
352-364-1372

Mike Czerwinski
Specializing In
GOPHER TORTOISE
SURVEYS &
RELOCATIONS
WETLAND SETBACK LINES
ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENTS

Michael G. Czerwinski, P.A
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS
352-249-1012
mgcenvironmental.com
30+ Yrs. Experience

SMITTYS
APPLIANCE REPAIR
352-564-8179

ROB'S MASONRY
& CONCRETE
Driveways, tear outs, tractor

work/Lic#1476 352-726-6554

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds &
Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient
to shop from home.
Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the USA.
Call for free consultation:
866-636-1910. Ask about our
specials!

@

SKIP TO THE LOO

Tile Bathroom Remodel &
Repair - specializing in
no curb role in showers

352-794-1799

BEAUTY

Sandy's Barbershop
has moved

New location is
725 SE 9th Circle
Crystal River (1,000 Feet
Behind KFC on the left)

Walk-ins Welcome
Men's & Boy's Cuts just $12
We cut women's hair too!
Sandy's Barbershop
(352) 228-8912

CITRUS HANDYMAN
SERVICES & FENCING
We have our business license,

$2 mil. liability Insurance, &
State Certification. Be Safe!
Fair Pricing. FREE Estimate
352-400-6016

LAWN AND TREE SERVICES

A ACTION TREE
(352) 726-9724

Professional
Arborist
Serving Citrus
30 yrs.

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS
Up to $1,000 & MORE
(352) 342-7037

WHY REPLACE IT, IF
I CAN FIX IT?

Same owner since 1987
ROOF Leaks, Repairs,
Coating & Maintenance
License #CC-C058189
Gary : 352-228-4500

HANDYMAN

A-1 Complete Repairs
Pres. Wash, Painting (Int/Ext)
25 yrs, Ref, Lic #39765,
352-513-5746

ANDREW JOEHL
HANDYMAN
Gen. Maint/Repairs
Pressure Cleaning
0256271+ 352-465-9201

Licensed & Insured

A TREE SURGEON
Proudly serving Citrus County
Since 2001. Licensed/Insured
Lowest rates! FREE estimate

352-860-1452

AMERICAN PRIDE LAWN
SERVICE - Tractor Work,

Final Grades, Driveways &
Mowing / 352-302-3495

CLAYPOOL'S Tree Service
Licensed / Insured
352-201-7313
For stumps:
352-201-7323

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16" stump $25.

No stump to big or too small.
Ask about our Disc: Veterans,
Volume, & Seniors!!
Free Est. Cheapest price
guaranteed. Call Rich
352-586-7178
352-789-2894
CitrusStumpGrinding.com

SKILLED TRADES

COUNTY WIDE DRY-WALL
30 Years Experience
License #2875. for ALL your
drywall needs!! Ceiling & Wall
Repairs - Popcorn Removal
352-503-7193

RO
Call The “Leakbusters”
FREE ESTIMATE/

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.
Lic# CCC057537
352-563-0411

FERRARA
N ELECTRIC
REMODELS,

PANEL UPGRADES,
LIGHTING FIXTURES,
SERVICE and REPAIR

352-746-1606

SCREEN REPAIRS
Pools & Lanai's, Free
estimate. Lic/ins 45605
Mike 352-989-7702

OTHER SERVICES

A-1 Complete Repairs
Pres. Wash, Painting (Int/Ext)
25 yrs, Ref, Lic #39765,
352-513-5746

AFFORDABLE SENIOR
TRANSPORTATION
Anytime, Anywhere, FREE
Upgrades / 586-217-8202
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HERMAN®

“All she said was, would | look after
her cat for the weekend.”

50016930

LOOK WHAT’'S NEW

IN CRYSTAL RIVER!

° Llft Chairs - As Low As $599

¢ Vehicle Lifts - As Low As $599

7939 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL

352-257-7874

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

) me DI Cn L Servmg Central Florida for 10 Years

 Scooters - New/Used As Low As $399

* VA Certified Sales & Service

Free D\agnostlcs
Y
LIFT CHAIRS| DEL\g_\F}F

THE U. S A

Monday-Friday 9am to 5pm
Sat: by Appointment

| 1113 S. 14th St., Leesburg L
352-409-5688

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information Kit.

Call 866-925-2362. Inogen

Depends Briefs - NEW- Hi
quality gray LG/XL 26ct,
3 pkgs/ $10 each
352-410-8262

STEP UP EXERCISER
w/ support handle. Great for
rehab/stability - NEW.
$30 obo 352-410-8262

SPORTING GOODS

WET SUITS
IST, all brand new, long
sleeves, Adult Lg and LX $100
each, Childs' short sleeve ML,
& XL. $80 each Masks $30 ea.
Call for Appt. 352-564-0557

Crystal River
Country Cottage

1Bd/ 1Ba w/ Lg Deck. Water,
sewer, elec. & trash included.
Country Living but close to
town. $900/mo. First/Last/Sec.
Req'd Call for Appt.
352-795-6024

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

BEST LOT IN CITRUS
SPRINGS - 7851 N. Golfview
near the Golf Course, 86 x 120,
10,500 sqft, 1yr land contract
with warranty deed -
586-217-8202

CITRUS SPRINGS
FSBO, 3/2/2 plus bonus room.
With extra lot and storage
building. 2183 SF living space.
Lg screened lanai. $348,000
(405)990-5570 by appt only

DUNNELLON
North Williams St
3000 SF MOL;
Commercial building
on .042 acre
**For sale or lease**
Motivated Owner
Contact: Al Isnetto,
Palmwood Realty.
352-597-2500 x202

CITRUS HILLS
FSBO New Construction 3/2/2
CHCC Regina Showcase
model, 1771 sq ft on .5 acre
golf course lot with rear
southern exposure.
Well/septic/ sprinkler system
included $385k
Available March 2022
772-979-0463

VACANT LAND
High and Dry Lot with nice
trees- Crystal Paradise
Estates - Unit 3 $20K obo
352-464-0477

B~

...

Follow the

www.twitter.com/
citruschronicle

b AN i L
LECANTO HOME
Great home w/ Front Porch
on private 1.30 Acres!
3/2/2 Block & Stucco Home
& workshop w/ electric
..across from State Forest.
Move-in Ready $264K

/\’\
j REALTY CONNECT’
Michelle Marques, Realtor

(352) 400-8441
ExploreCitrus.com

TRANSPORTATION

ATV
HONDA
2014 TRX 400X
Low Miles-
$4,500 obo cash only
(352) 613-8173

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS
Up to $1,000 & MORE
(352) 342-7037

BOATS

CHECK Tits puT |
=

HONDA
90 HURRICANE
22'6" Needs TLC -
Includes Trailer
$5,300
(352) 794-6600

WANTED -ALLRV's &
BOATS - Any condition - We
come to you- SAME DAY
CASH (941) 284-3498

LINCOLN
2011 TOWN CAR Continental
Series, 1 owner , garage kept,
4 New tires, New shocks, 63K
orig. miles $11K

JAGUAR
2003, 1ST YR W/ V8
$10K
(352) 422-7170

89 Mustang

Convertible 5.0
5sp, Rust Free, Many Extras!
Too much to List- Discs,
SS Exhaust, etc $15,000
(352)436-9718

TOYOTA AVALON
2011 / 1-owner, garage kept,
reg maint, GPS, Exc Cond
fully loaded, cold a/c, 127K mi
moon roof, $10,400 obo
808-203-9621 call or text

Toyota 2014 Prius,
Hybrid, 60,200 mi, exc gas mil
(50 mpg), Dark blue with light
gray interior, great condition
$10,900 813-760-8690

CLASSICS

1976 MGB, Red, NEW
top & upholstery, wire
wheel, $6900 Make Offer
(352)346-1053

PLYMOUTH
1969 Sport Satellite
Numbers Matching Car
383 V8 (Prof. Rebuilt
Power Brakes)
SHOW WINNER
$34,500 352-746-3749

PONTOON BOAT
17 Feet 8 Inch with trailer
25HP 4 stroke Mercury, Minn
Kota trolling motor, Excellent
Condition, under cover, $5K
obo (352) 341-1985

MOTORCYCLES

HARLEY 2016
Switchback, 2,935 mi.,
$10,500 or BEST OFFER
352-765-4679

HARLEY DAVIDSON
2007 Fat Boy, Vance & Hines
Pipes, 13k Original Miles, Well

Maintained! $7950 OBO
516-819-9196

; ION Y
.@ﬁnﬁm ON !

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
2001 FAT BOY
1-owner, lots of extras,
low miles, Excellent Shape!
$7500

352-220-4752

TRIKE V8
MUST SEE! Factory Made,
Excellent Cond./ Low Miles,
Auto Trans w/ reverse
1 of a Kind- Pics online
Reasonable $19,900
231-330-5553

i

Your world first
Your

Need a job
or a
qualified
employee?

Thisarea’'s
#1
employment
sour cel

cccccccccccc

CHRONI

Classifieds

ww.chronicleonline.com

Your Hometown Agents

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

. Nick Kleftis .

NOW is the time to
consider listing your home,
inventory is down and
buyers are ready.

Call me for a
FREE Market Analysis.

Cell: 352-270-1032
Office: 352-726-6668
email:
nick@nickkleftis.com

C.‘c'eniuuf2|

| W Mortom Reaw Estate, Inc.
AVOID
FORECLOSURE

Short Sale your Home

Call
Lorelie LeBrun
Century 21
Nature Coast
352-613-3988

Certified Distressed
Property Expert
FREE CONSULTATION

BETTY J. POWELL
Realtor

" Your SUCCESS
is my GOAL...
Making FRIENDS
along the way
is my REWARD! "

BUYING OR
SELLING?!

CALL ME:

352-422-6417
bjpowell72@gmail.com

ERA American
Realty & Investment

Sell Your

EHE
EHEE |EH[[[|EE

In The

(lassifieds!

BOBBI DILEGO
352-220-0587

27 yrs in Real Estate
Let my EXPERIENCE
put your mind at ease.

SELLERS - Call Bobbi to
get your home SOLD!
BUYERS ARE WAITING!

*Complete guidance
through the entire
Selling + Buying process.

Free Home Market Analysis
AT HOME REALTY
bdilego@hotmail.com

DEB
THOMPSON

* One call away for your
buying and selling needs.
* Realtor that you can refer
to your family and friends.

* Service with a smile
seven days a week.

Parsley Real Estate
Deb Thompson
352-634-2656
resdeb@yahoo.com

| put the REAL in
REAL ESTATE!

5

JIM THE "REAL"
MCCOY

I'm attentive to
your real estate
needs!

CALL & GET
RESULTS!

(352) 232-8971

- JHexp

During this Most
Wonderful Time
of the Year...

I'm wishing you & yours
All the JOY that your
heart can hold &
Peace with Good Health
In the New Year!

DEBRA "Debbie"
CLEARY

(352) 601-6664
MEADOWCREST
SPECIALIST
for 13+ years!

GARY & KAREN
BAXLEY
GRI Realtors

Your Christian Realtor
connection to your
next transaction

¢

352-212-4678 Gary
352-212-3937 Karen

kbbaxley@yahoo.com
Tropic Shores Realty

Les J. Magyar,
REALTOR

"Simply Put Integrity #1"

352-220-1786

Lmagyar01@

gmail.com
Craven Realty, Inc.

352-726-1515

| put the REAL in
REAL ESTATE!

5

JIM THE "REAL"
MCCOY

I'm attentive to
your real estate
needs!

CALL & GET
RESULTS!

(352) 232-8971

Jexp

(i
Jane M. Otis
Specializing in
New Home Construction.
Many models to choose from,
starting in the mid
$200,000 and up.

Top Quality Construction
at Affordable Prices.
Buying, Selling & Investing
in Real Estate
Call for your consultation.

Keller Williams Realty
Elite Partners Il
401-346-2303

janeotis@yahoo.com
janeotisdesigngroup.kw.com

k F i
MICHELE ROSE
Realtor

"Simply put
I'll work harder"

352-212-5097

isellcitruscounty
ahoo.com

Craven Realty, Inc.
352-726-1515

|

Follow the

www.twitter.com/
citruschronicle

Our office covers all of
CITRUS and PINELLAS
Counties!

HEREE*
Market Analysis

PLANTATION REALTY
LISA VANDEBOE
BROKER (R) OWNER
352-634-0129

www.plantation
realtylistings.com

Pick Jeann‘e
Pickrel for all
your Real
Estate needs!

Certified Residential
Specialist.
Graduate of Real
Estate Institute.

352-212-3410

Call for a FREE
Market Analysis.

pickjean@gmail.com

Century 21 JW Morton
Real Estate Inc.

Stefan Stuart
REALTOR

Let me help you find
your next home or sell
your current one.
352-212-0211

stefan.stuart@
century?2l.com

Century 21 J. W. Morton
Real Estate, Inc.

Sellers are

getting
TOP DOLLAR!

It's a GREAT
TIME TO SELL!

FREE Market
Analysis -- 39 yrs
Real Estate Exp!

CALL ME:
352-302-8046

DEB INFANTINE

UNIQUE & HISTORIC
Homes, Commercial
Waterfront & Land
"Small Town
Country Lifestyle
OUR SPECIALTY
SINCE 1989"

"LET US FIND
YOU
A VIEW
TO LOVE"
WWW.
crosslandrealty.com
(352) 726-6644
Crossland Realty Inc.

DAVID KURTZ
Realtor

Vant Iiaﬁd
SPECIALIST

Let me help you
BUY, SELL, INVEST.

FREE/ No Obligation
MARKET ANALYSIS
for your property.
Residential & Commercial

Century 21 J.W. Morton
Real Estate,
Inverness, Fl. 34450

CELL 954-383-8786
Office 352-726-6668

Only Way Realty Citrus

Classifieds

MakeJAGash
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SUPOKU

THE SAMURA\ 6F PUZZLES By The Mepham Group

Level

5|1

8 6

3

7

3

9 4

6|2

Solution to Saturday’s puzzle

5|1 9

WIN|OIN O | =]|O|h |0

OO|O|W N N|O| =~

0N O ~IN|W

5|7

NOHPO O O|=(NW

Complete the
grid so each row,
column and
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9.
For strategies
on how to solve
Sudoku, visit
sudoku.org.uk

© 2022 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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KATHLEEN SAXE

WORD GAME

TODAY’S WORD -- GOSLINGS

(GOSLINGS: GOZ-lings: Young geese.)

Average mark 15 words
Time limit 30 minutes

Can you find 19 or more words in GOSLINGS?
The list will be published tomorrow.

SATURDAY’S WORD -- SAPIENT

saint snit anise paten nape
sane span ante peat neap
sate spat anti pent neat 2. Tolerate harshly bright sunlight (1)
satin spate apse pest nest
seat spent aspen pieta tape
sent spin pain pine taps
sepia spine paint pint tine 3. Pinch the bum of a kid lit Dr. (1)
sept spinet pane pita tinea
sine spit pant inapt tisane
site spite panties inept N :
snap stain past inset 4. Hoggish bald, pantless comics guy (2)
snip stein paste instep
snipe step pate east
5. Persistently harass a moocher (2)

RULES OF THE GAME: 1. Words must be of four or more letters.
2. Words that acquire four letters by the addition of “s,” such as “bats” or
are not allowed. 3. Additional words made by adding a “d” or an
“s” may not be used. 4. Proper nouns, slang words, or vulgar or sexually
explicit words are not allowed. Contact Word Game creator Kathleen

“dies,”

Saxe at kzsaxe@gmail.com.

Copyright 2022, Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS

ACROSS 38 Renowned Answer to Previous Puzzle
1 Winter wear 39 “Ew!”
40 Law (abbr.)
> Commuter 41 Kick a football RIO J|E
8 Kid around 43 Baby bed OlK UM
12 B:VIV\aIr:)i\l:ZI 46 Wolf weapon P|S NI |
13 “Yecch!” 47 Short hairdo M[O]T
14 Sts : 48 Vlscoynt’s
. superior
15 Grayish 50 Diet P M|O|O
16 Do_t in the 51 Jackie’s 0O AICIH
Seine tycoon A TIs
17 Cry 52 Hoarfrost
18 Rank 53 Dumpster C S
20 Trail mix output CIRIU
21 Skosh 54 Ran into HIOR
22 Pleased sigh 55 PDQ
23 Seltzers C E BB
26 Desperado DOWN A M EA
gg goothy smile 1 No gentleman D EIDIN
Cl;ﬁ:(ter:cfunt 2 Yours and 9 Anon’s 23 Mil. noncom
31 Sheep call mine companion 24 Face-to-face
33 Wool cap 3 Father of Seth 10 Pt_ercolate exam
34 Pool table 4 Lama, usually 11 Kitchen meas. 25 Pocket
5 Put up 19 Refrain change
cover 6 lll-favored syllables 26 Slick
35 Elmer of 7 Any woman 20 Palace 27 Lean against
cartoons 8 “Certainly!” entrance 28 Plav in the
1/3/22 36 Bequest in Bonn 22 Dad’s sister Kidolio pool
1 2 3 6 7 9 10 |11 30 Sweater
feature
32 Attach
34 Piece of
information
35 Alfalfa and
clover
37 Spice rack
item
38 Brady Bill
opposer
40 Space
shuttle’s path
41 Forked over
42 Till
43 Apple
remnant
44 Cafe additive
45 Humorist
— Bombeck
46 Sitcom
waitress

47 Loud thud
49 Authorize

1-3

© 2022 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS

WORDY GURDY: .......c...

. “9-1-1” network door fasteners (1)

Every answer is a rhyming

pair of words (like FAT CAT
and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and

they will fit in the letter

squares. The number after the
definition tells you how many

syllables in each word.

© 2022 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

6. Cowardly modern-day pagan (2)

7. Traits of 1st words in rhymes 1-6 as a group (2)

SHANLVHA SHANLVHAD °L

1-3-22

ADDIZ ADDId ¥ SSNHS HSOO0D "¢ HIVTD dVHI ‘6 SMI0T X044 ‘T

NVOIIM NHMIIHD 9 ddOdVI dIDAvd 'S
SHHAMSNV

- News F/as.

Safety Grab Bars - Dryer Vent Cleanings
Performed with the same dedication
and meticulous attention to detail
as on our larger projects!

W|II Construction Corp. ALSO Offers: |construction corr
- Door Replacements - Insurance Inspections

=

BEAUTIFUL RESULTS!

>

t. 1988
CBC1252474

Call
352-628—2291

ADVANCED

Installations by Brian

Permlt And Engineering Fees |
Up to $200 value ,

+ Siding + Soffit « Fascia * Skirting * Roofovers + Carports + Screen Rooms * Decks * Windows « Doors dditions
www.advancedaluminumofcitrus.com

All of our
structures
withstand
120mph

~ winds

CBC #1253853

3287509

50009921

FIFTH WHEEL
2012 KEYSTONE COUGAR,
36FT, 3 slides, Ig kitch island, 2
recliners, Ig couch, fireplace, Ig
dining area, jack-n-jill Bath, Very
Clean $24,500 (815) 557-3330
WANTED - ALLRV's &
BOATS - Any condition - We

come to you - SAME DAY
CASH (941) 284-3498

FIRE TRUCK
1994 INTERNATIONAL 4900

NITURE TRUCKS CARS ETC THERE IS NO TITLE FOR
VEHICLES SOLD AT LIEN SALE. VEHICLES SOLD “AS IS”
AND FOR PARTS ONLY. OWNERS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO
BID ON UNITS. LIEN SALE TO BE HELD ONLINE ENDING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2022 AT 12:00PM. VIEWING AND
BIDDING WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT
WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM BEGINNING 5 DAYS PRI-
OR TO THE SCHEDULED SALE DATE AND TIME. ALSO VIS-
IT WWW.PERSONALMINISTORAGE.COM/DUNNELLON-FL-
STORAGE-UNITS/ FOR MORE INFO.

CREW CAB TURBO DIESEL
17,985 orig mi., 1K gal. water
tank w/ 1250 GPM pump. Runs
& Drives PERFECT! $29,500

obo Call/Text 305-720-8033

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

2007 Trail Cruiser Lite
19ft., Loaded, Cold A/C &
Heat, Very Clean, sleeps 6-7
$7900 OBO (352) 765-3089

2018 STRYKER
TOY HAULER, FIFTH WHEEL,
2 Slides, 41ft, $59,995
352-795-7820

For Advertising
Information!
Call
352-563-5592

2020 JAYCO
NORTH POINT, FIFTH WHEEL,
5 Slides, 44ft, $70,995
352-795-7820

LEGALS

2168-0110 MCRN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE FOLLOWING TENANTS
WILL BE SOLD FOR CASH TO SATISFY RENTAL LIENS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA STATUTES, SELF STORAGE
FACILITY ACT, SECTIONS 83-806 AND 83-807. CONTENTS
MAY INCLUDE KITCHEN, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, BEDDING,
TOYS, GAMES, BOXES, BARRELS, PACKED CARTONS, FUR-

PERSONAL MINI STORAGE
DUNNELLON

ANN MARIE FLYNN - UNIT: #197
JUSTIN BURT - UNIT: #74
CHEROKEE MEEHAN - UNIT: #6

PERSONAL MINI STORAGE, 11955 N. FLORIDA AVE. (HWY
41)
DUNNELLON, FL 34434

Published January 3 & 10, 2022

MISCELLANEOUS

9067-0103 MXDCRN

TOWN OF INGLIS
135 Highway 40 West
Post Office Drawer 429
Inglis, Florida 34449
Telephone (352) 447-2203, (352) 447 2204
FAX (352) 447-1879

PROCLAMATION
NOTICE OF ELECTION

WHEREAS The office of three (3) Commissioners for a two
(2) year term will expire as of April 1,2022.

WHEREAS An election must be held to fill these offices.

WHEREAS | proclaim March 15th, 2022, ELECTION DAY to
fill said offices and that qualifying time for said offices will

be from January 10th, 2022 through January 14th, 2022, from
8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.

Polls shall be open at the Inglis Town Hall from 7:00 A.M. un-
til 7:00 P.M.

Done and ordered this 15th day of December, 2022.

/sl Michael A. White
Mayor

/sl Cery A. Logeman
Town Clerk

Published December 23, 2021 and January 3, 2022

9065-0103 MXDCRN
Virginia Pearl Philyaw 2008-CP-455 Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO.: 2008-CP-455

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
VIRGINIA PEARL PHILYAW,
Deceased
NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on February 23, 2010, there was
placed on deposit in this office, funds received from the Estate of
Virginia Pearl Philyaw, deceased, in the amount of $2,976.09.
Said funds are all the assets due to the following Heirs of Virgin-
ia Pearl Philyaw:

Cecilia Wallers Cunningham $992.03

Robert Wallers $992.03

Benny Trivett $992.03
And said funds remain unclaimed.

Unless said funds are claimed on or before six (6) months
from the date of first publication of this notice, said funds will be
forwarded to the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida Statutes,
Section 733.816.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and
official seal at Inverness, Citrus County, Florida, on November
29, 2021.

ANGELA VICK, Clerk of the Circuit Court
{SEALY
By: /s/ Sonia Prylepa
Deputy Clerk
Published in Citrus County Chronicle: December 3, 2021 and
January 3, 2022
Published December 3, 2021 & January 3, 2022
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The use of any amplification device WITHOUT
first having your HEARING TESTED
by a hearing care professional can be
DANGEROUS and potentially cause
IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to your HEARING!

DON'T PRY T00 MUGH FOR A HEARING AID!

(THE AUDIBEL EZ FIT " N\

* NO WAIT and NO COST for THIS IS
shipping (while supplies last). &¥TTo)TE {113

* FREE HEARING TEST Iﬁgfé%ﬂ-slilﬁ
* FREE GUIDANCE and ¢ YOUR EAR
LIFETIME SERVICE
from an Audibel \
hearing care

professional.

> dj -

T
N‘““““' oterat® This hearing aid fits
fits ““‘ a“‘\g “‘ss entirely in the ear canal!

up'o a0 o It does not fill the outer ear or
. go over the ear.

Startiﬁﬁ

at —A___A
RISK FREE TRIAL

on all Audibel Hearing Aids! If you are unhappy for any
reason simply return the hearing aidsand it will cost you

NOTHING!! __®]

DEPRESSION

Uncorrected hearing loss gives rise to poorer quality of life,
isolation and reduced social activity, leading to depression.

HEARING LOSS RESULTS ADULTS
IN SOCIAL ISOLATION. 5 AND
Adults with . 4 OLDER,
untreated hearing v_wth untreated hearing ]oss are more
‘ loss tend to likely to report depression, anxiety,
ithd f anger and frustration, emotional
withdraw from instability and paranoia, and are less

eng_aging Wit_h likely to participate in social activities
family and friends. | than those who wear hearing aids.

o OF PEOPLE WITH
90 o TINNITUS ALSO HAVE
HEARING LOSS.

e 6 o o — =
Tinnitus affects 1 in 5 people.
Tinnitus can be caused by hearing loss, an ear injury
or a circulatory system disorder.

HYPERTENSION|

Q There is a significant association between high blood

pressure and hearing loss. Hypertension can be an
accelerating factor of hearing loss in adults.

GCOGNITIVE DECLINE

1MW oYW Adults with hearing loss are more likely to
& Q@/, CAN REDUCE develop problems thinking and remembering

than adults whose hearing is normal.
THE EFFECTS Degraded hearing may force the brain to
(o1 M]S| NN devote too much of its energy to
Y\W4: 3] 13:¥3 processing sound.

SAFETY AND BALANCE

PEOPLE WITH MILD HEARING LOSS (25dB) ARE

&3

more likely to have a history of falling. Every additional 10 decibels of hearing
loss increases the chances of falling by 1.4 times the original risk.

SEE REVERSE SIDE AND BACK PAGE FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND A LOCATION NEAR YOU.

0000196671-01
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NOT/ALL HEARI

Experienc
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The power of/Al|

o NC
atiyourfingertips; ||
Audibel’'s incomparable, user - * FR
friendly technology makes -~ : ﬁ
adjusting your hearing aid, in fra
the most difficult gnvironments, } he
instant and easy.’ i pre

Ask about
,

Edge Mode

Via Edge?

The world’s first
hearing aid with

fall detection |
and alerts|* |

VIaEdge* is the first hearing aid that can
detect when a hearing aid wearer has |
fallen and immediately sends multiple alert
messages to whoever you choose. Loved
ones, caregivers or nearby friends. Fall
alert is an easy to use feature that addresses \

a serious issue! It helps patients maintain T
their independence while giving loved
ones peace of mind.

- . a Enables easy audio streaming and
ACCGSSOI’IeS one-on-one conversations in noisy

2 4 G HZ Remote Microphone +
Our 2.4 GHz accessories environments.
Mini Remote Microphone Small,

provide universal Blue-
easy-to-use. CI|p it onto the cIothlng

tooth® connectivity
, of the person you're talking to or use
making it easy for your

hearing aids to work with
your smartphone, televi-
sion or media device.

Remote

Our new remote includes updated
features so you can control memory and
volume, mute your hearing aids and turn
other special features on and off.
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E AUDIBEL EZ FIT ‘ﬁf&

AUDTBEL.

) WAIT and NO COST for 4TI A
pping (while supplies last). A:TRIIE e V |laEdge”!
EE HEARING TEST AUDIBEL EZ BB Y is the World’s First and ONLY 2.4 GHz Custom

FIT LOOKS IN _ ] Rechargeable Hearing Aid

YOUR EAR

T_EE GUIDANCE and Fits mild to moderate , y 4 ' B ° Audibel’s Viacdge* technology is
-ETIME SERV|CE ' hearing loss / i Y | the ONLY rechargeable, custom * ' %

: up to 40 db. L made hearing aid that fits wiva Tt ANEs
'm. an Audibel : ARy entirely in your ear canal. / \.n’ B ) DA
arlng_care * Up to 24 hours of power in a \:h
)fessional. single charge. /i

e All-in-one charger holds
enough charge to provide
portable charging
without plugging
into the wall.

" RISK FREE TRIAL °

on all Audibel Hearing Aids! If you are unhappy for any reason
simply return the hearing aids and it will cost you

| “NOTHING!!

ring aid is a Medical Device. It is critical that a hearing care professional

s sure that the hearing aid is right for your hearing loss and be there to do
itial fitting of the hearing aid. This is the only way to ensure that a hearing
ill not cause further damage to the patient’s hearing or cause any

cal pain or damage to the ear and ear canal!

ith literally dozens of different TV commercials advertising

“ONE SIZE FITS ALL AMPLIFIERS” it can be confusing!

dibel has always offered an entry-level hearing aid for mild hearing loss. The mos_t advanced_ Techl_'lology ever
A hearing loss and the degree of hearing loss can only be created is now available in the most
determined through proper audiometric testing. advanced hearing aid ever made.

Aupigevs Viatcloe" Mierochip
with Artifieial Intelligence.

ﬁ i This
M technology

e
47 Actual SIZ_

was created
by Audibel

and can only

HEARNG AIRSARS NI | - be found at
STOP IGNORING TH WARNINGSIGNS | [ the Audibe

MANIIFABTIIHEB | INTEREST . locations
INTRI]I]lII:TﬂRY | FINANCING listed below

REBATE

Not valid with EZ Fit

FOR 18 MONTHS
C

_45—IJAY
‘RISK-FREE

—TRIAL
ON ALL HEARING AIDS,

> Hwy. 44 West 5699 S. Suncoast Blvd. | W Green Acre Street

) 726-1916 (352) 621-8000
JRS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 4:30pm « Sat. by Appt.
One mile north of

www.floridahearing.com | tuilsie

performed by a qualified
hearing care professional.
* NO-COST » NO-PRESSURE = NO-OBLIGATION
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HEARING

AUDTBEL

If you’re a SENIOR and have trouble

UNDERSTAN |DJI|N, Gl
SPEECH GLE

| |t could be more SERIOUS than you th|nk
' h |

ll MAREDATERN
ﬂl'l ¥ UL

Many recent studles have proven untreated hearrng

loss is a leading cause of cognitive decline affecting
- your memory and ability to interact with others.

The National Council on Aging
says the isolation alone can be
DEVASTATING when hearing
loss is left UNTREATED!

The use of any amplification device WITHOUT first having your
HEARING TESTED by a hearing care professional can be DANGEROUS

and potentially cause IRREVERSIBLE DAMAGE to your HEARING!
Call Audibel today to schedule your FREE HEARING TEST,

performed by a qualified hearing care professional.

Don Pos (1) | - “* |y GREEN ACRES ST
S @ g e A
AUDIBEL. ﬁ
Colonial Howards Flea Market R
%I%g!]a owar]/szl:.iale drKe E AUDIBQ
Chrysler One mile north of .
Dodge Grinal treet [ covee ORNITHEE
INVERNESS HOMOSASSA
2036 Hwy 44 West 5699 S. Suncoast Blvd.
(352) 726-1916 (352) 621-8000

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 4:30pm Sat. by Appt.

- www.floridahearing.com
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