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Segment of 
bike trial 
to close

A half-mile portion 
of the Withlacoochee 
State Trail will close to 
all trail users begin-
ning Monday, Jan. 25, 
and lasting for approx-
imately three to six 
weeks.

The closure will 
begin at East David 
Street and continue 
north for approxi-
mately 1/2-mile. The 
public will be restricted 
from entering the 
closed area from ei-
ther end 24-hours per 
day during the closure 
period. No detours will 
be provided; trail 
users will need to turn 
around at the closure 
sites or seek alternate 
routes using the near-
est public roads.

Construction work 
on this segment will 
include removing ex-
isting asphalt, rebuild-
ing the trail base, and 
repaving. The eleva-
tion will also be raised 
slightly to improve 
standing water issues.

The closure is part 
of a $1 million project 
to rebuild four sections 
of the 29 miles of trail 
in Citrus County and 
upgrade signing and 
pavement markings 
where the trail crosses 
CR 48 (East Orange 
Avenue) in Floral City. 
All project construction 
is anticipated to be 
completed this 
summer.

For a list of the 
areas where the trail 
will be closed and to 
sign up to receive 
email alerts, visit www.
fdottampabay.com/
project/741/443358 
-1-52-01.

AES board sets 
emergency 

meeting
Board members of 

the Academy of Envi-
ronmental Science will 
host an emergency 
public meeting at 
2:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 26.

A phone number 
has yet to be provided 
to connect to the tele-
conference, but a 
copy of the agenda 
can be obtained by 
emailing Ben Smith at 
robbies@tampabay.
rr.com.

For information, 
contact Board 
President Michelle 
Leeper at 
352-302-3319.

Donate blood, 
save lives at 
Knights’ drive

Our Lady of Grace 
Knights of Columbus 
Council 6168 will host 
a blood drive from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 20, at the 
council hall, 2389 W. 
Norvell Bryant High-
way, Lecanto.

For information 
about this and other 
drives, call LifeSouth 
at 352-527-3061.

BRIEFLY

— From staff reports

Mike Wright 
Staff writer

The Republican Party 
in Citrus County holds a 
commanding lead for reg-
istered voters, with more 
than twice as many as the 
Democratic Party.

But following the Jan. 6 
storming of the U.S. Capi-
tol by Donald Trump sup-
porters, something 
unusual has occurred in 
Citrus County:

Republicans are losing 
members.

Since Jan. 6, the day of 
the Capi-
tol riot, 
the Citrus 
Republi-
can Party 
has lost 
277 regis-
tered vot-
e r s , 
a c c o r d -
ing to the 
Supervi-
sor of 
Elections 
office.

It wasn’t a windfall for 
Democrats, though. Just 
33 switched to Democrat 
while the vast majority — 
235 — went to the Inde-
pendent Party or no-party 
affiliation.

Democrats also lost  
36 voters during that same 
time, with 33 going 
Republican.

Citrus Republican 
Party leaders acknowl-
edge the party may have 
lost members who were 
Republican only because 
they supported Trump.

Others may have 
jumped because they feel 
the party didn’t support 
Trump in his attempts to 
overturn the election.

“A lot of these change-
overs were within the last 
few months,” Citrus Re-
publican Chairman Mike 
Moberley said. “Loyalists 
to the president weren’t 
happy with the party not 
getting behind the presi-
dent in objecting to the 
election results.”

Moberley, who is also 
treasurer of the state Re-
publican Party, said party 
officials have noticed the 
same slight fall off 
throughout Florida. And, 
he said, they’re not 
alarmed.

“We have seen a small 
exodus of some people,” 
he said.

Moberley resigned as 
Citrus County Republican 
state committeeman to 
become party chairman 
in December, a role he’s 
held before. Former 
chairman George Gaspar-
ini is now the state 
committeeman.

Gasparini was a direc-
tor in the President 
Trump Club of Citrus 
County, which broke from 
the Republican Party in 
June 2019 to focus on 
Trump’s re-election 
efforts.

The organization dis-
solved Dec. 2, 2020, ac-
cording to state corporate 
records.

Republicans 
lose members 
in wake of 

Capitol melee

Fallout 
after 

attack

Mike 
Moberley

Citrus 
Republican 
chairman.

See FALLOUT/Page A10

On Jan. 19, 1971, Nixon signed 
an executive order halting work 
on the canal destined to slice 
across Florida, shaving off three 
days’ travel for ships that would 
otherwise have to sail around 
the Florida peninsula. January 
2021 marks the 50th anniversary 
of Nixon’s decision to pull sup-
port for the waterway and end a 
feud between politicians, busi-
nesses and environmentalists.

By the time Nixon made his 
decision, the federal govern-
ment had already spent de-
cades, and nearly $80 million, to 
buy land and complete almost a 
third of the project. Some of 
what was completed includes 
Citrus County.

But an intense backlash by 
many fearing its environmental 
impact, and a growing number 
of people who thought the proj-
ect was too expensive and a 
boondoggle, resulted in Nixon’s 

executive order.
The fight that pulled in thou-

sands of Floridians, pitting fam-
ily members and neighbors 
against each other, is over now. 
For most people it is a distant 
subject left for history books, 
but it also set the groundwork 
for another environmental proj-
ect that was to bear the name of 
the activist who led the charge 
for the barge’s demise.         

n n n
Decades after Nixon’s deci-

sion, Florida built the 110-mile 
Marjorie Harris Carr Cross 
Florida Greenway along much 
of what was meant to be the 
barge canal. The greenway trail 
spans from Yankeetown on 
Florida’s west coast to just 
south of Palatka.

The planned canal route fol-
lowed the St. Johns River from 
the Atlantic to Palatka, through 

the valley of the Ocklawaha 
River to the Withlacoochee 
River and into the Gulf of 
Mexico.

Dixie Hollins is the owner of 
Hollinswood Ranch east of 
Crystal River. It’s now a  
1,500-acre mining operation. At 
one time, the family owned 
nearly 20,000 acres and the 
business began as a cattle and 
lumber operation. In the early 
1970s, the family began mining 
the land.

Hollins said the proposed 
barge canal was a tinderbox 
that often ignited feuds be-
tween those in support of the 
project and those opposed. He 
said he saw the benefits of a 
Florida canal that would have 
created jobs and been a way to 
transport goods from the Gulf to 
the east coast and back again.

Half a century after Florida Barge Canal 
project axed, some still ponder its meaning

‘Ditch of Dreams’

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle
A large sailing vessel is moored in the barge canal in northwest Citrus County. Fifty years ago, via an 
executive order, President Richard Nixon stopped work on the Cross Florida Barge Canal.

Fifty years after President 
Richard Nixon stopped 
work on the Cross Florida 
Barge Canal, relics from 

the project still litter the 
abandoned route like testaments 
to the once-hailed project to 
connect the Atlantic Ocean to the 
Gulf of Mexico.

Fred Hiers     Staff writer

l MAY 1933: Canal Authority of the State of Florida 
was created to construct and maintain a deep-water 
ship canal across Florida.

l JULY 1942: Congress authorized construction of 
the Cross Florida Barge Canal.

l FEBRUARY 1964: The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers began construction.

l JAN. 19, 1971: President Richard Nixon signed 
an executive order suspending further work on the 
canal. When halted, the project was one-third 
complete and about $74 million had been spent on 
land acquisition and construction.

l 1979: Bills filed in Congress to deauthorize the 
canal failed to pass.

l MAY 22, 1990: A revised federal bill was filed in 
the U.S. Senate by Senators Bob Graham and Connie 
Mack providing, among other things, for a minimum 
300-yard wide greenway corridor to be maintained 
along the former Barge Canal route. This bill was 
agreed to by the entire Florida Congressional delegation.

l MAY 31, 1990: The Florida Legislature enacted a deauthorization bill conforming to the consensus bill filed in the 
U.S. Senate. Most of the provisions were not effective until Congress deauthorized the project.

l OCT. 27, 1990: Senate Bill 2740 was passed by Congress and sent to the president for signature. The bill 
deauthorized the Cross Florida Barge Canal project upon acceptance by the governor and state cabinet.

l NOV. 28, 1990: President George Bush signed State bill 2740 into law deauthorizing the Cross Florida Barge 
Canal project and changing the purpose of the lands to recreation and conservation.

l JAN. 22, 1991: The governor and cabinet signed a resolution agreeing to the terms of the federal bill, which 
officially deauthorized the Cross Florida Barge Canal project. This action ultimately led to the creation of the Cross 
Florida Greenway State Recreation and Conservation Area.

l 1998: The Cross Florida Greenway was officially renamed the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway in 
honor of Marjorie Harris Carr, who led the fight to stop the Cross Florida Barge Canal project.

— Michael D. Bates, staff writer; source: Wikipedia

TIMELINE OF A WATERWAY

Photo courtesy Florida Memory
This historical photo shows the section of the Cross Florida 
Barge Canal along U.S. 19.

See DITCH/Page A8

Larry King, broadcasting giant for 
a half-century, dies Saturday at 87
F O R  S TO RY,  S E E  PA G E  A 1 2  I N S I D E  TO D AY
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 Dean Toumbis,  MD, PhD
 Brittany Olofsson,  PA-C

 Allen Conn,  PA-C
 Robin Holloway,  DNP, APRN, NP-C

 Robin Holloway, 
 DNP, APRN, NP-C!

 We are excited to have Robin leading the 
 Bone Health and Fracture Prevention 
 Program at Citrus Spine Institute. Call us 
 today for a consultation with Robin to 
 discuss how we can create an 
 individualized treatment plan for you to 
 rebuild bone and help prevent fractures.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
GOOD NEWS OF THE WEEK

Habitat for Humanity of Citrus County ended 2020 by celebrating and 
welcoming their 201st family into homeownership.

House sponsors for the year 2020 included Nick Nicholas Ford, Gulf 
to Lake Marine & Trailer and the Habitat for Humanity ReStores.

Even during the year of a pandemic, the nonprofit organization built and 
dedicated a number of homes and plans on dedicating 20 more in 2021.

It takes volunteers and partner families all working together to build these 
homes, and each home is a reason for celebration as families realize the dream 
of homeownership.

HOT TOPIC OF THE WEEK
The prospect of boat launch fees and the scheduled public hearing at 2 p.m. 

Feb. 9 touched a nerve of people who use them. Here’s what some had to say 
about it on the Chronicle Facebook page:

� Ernest T. Bass: “Everyone who uses the ramps needs to show up at this 
meeting to OPPOSE it!”

� Dave Turner: “How about having it (public hearing) when the working man 
can attend?”

� Daniel James: “Good! I am glad there are fees on boat ramps. The money 
can be used on upkeep and water/environmental issues connected to boating.”

� Randy Aungst: “Have we built more ramps? Don’t we currently pay taxes to 
maintain them? Where is the money to maintain them going? When is the last 
time an audit has been done? What are the future plans? Has an evaluation 
been done to find out who uses them more county residents or out of county 
residents? Well, guess I’ll have to go and find out.”

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle
Robyn Kish briskly walks toward a customer Tuesday, Jan. 12, at Journey’s Special 
Brew Café, delivering a bacon, egg and cheese bagel and a piping-hot cup of fresh 
coffee.

Café brewing  
self-esteem  

and confidence
Journey’s Special Brew 

Café in Inverness, which 
had its grand opening Mon-
day, Jan. 11, is the micro- 
business endeavor of Jour-
ney to Success Foundation, 
the nonprofit umbrella or-
ganization that provides a 
broad range of programs 
for developmentally and 
intellectually disabled 
adults, encouraging the de-
velopment of indepen-
dence, confidence and 
self-esteem.

Sherry Spaulding, whose 
35-year-old son, Mitchell, is 
a Journey client and now a 
Special Brew employee, 
said she’s thrilled with this 
opportunity for her son.

“We’ve needed some-
thing like this for a long 
time, because, as parents, 
we’ve always wanted them 
to be able to work and 
make real money so they 
can be contributing mem-
bers of the community — 
they are members of the 
community,” Spaulding 
said.

Journey’s Special Brew 
Café is at 111 N. Florida 
Ave., Suite C and D in In-
verness, across from 
Sportsmen’s Bowl.

See Photo of the Week, 
above.

World Fusion  
to expand into 
downtown CR

The owners of the Asian-
themed World Fusion in 
Lecanto are planning on 
opening another one of 
their sushi restaurants. 
This one will be in down-
town Crystal River, located 
inside a vacant building at 
525 NW First Ave., and will 
be called, appropriately 
enough, Downtown Fusion.

City officials are calling 
it a great addition to the 
downtown district.

“We are extremely ex-
cited for another restau-
rant and grateful for the 
investment,” Crystal River 
Mayor Joe Meek said.

The original World Fu-
sion in Lecanto, east of 
county roads intersection 
of county roads 491 and 486 
in Timberlane Plaza, will 
remain open.

The new location “will 
be a whole different look, a 
whole different concept,” 
said Erin Rice, general 
manager of World Fusion.

Owner of Out  
of the Box  

Rescue arrested
Robert Allan Schweick-

ert Jr., the controversial 
owner of Out of the Box 
Animal 
Rescue 
in Floral 
City, 
faces 25 
charges 
of animal 
cruelty.

He was 
charged 
Jan. 13 
after Cit-
rus County Sheriff ’s Office 
deputies reported that he 
did not comply with a court 
order to allow county offi-
cials inspect his facility 
and fix animal care 
problems.

The arresting deputy re-
ported that most of the res-
cue facility was open-air 
and that there was a strong 
smell of feces and urine at 
the location. The arresting 
deputy also noted some of 
the animals did not appear 
to have the county’s man-
dated minimum area of 
80 square feet of open 
space.

Schweickert’s bond was 
set at $500 per animal for a 
total of $12,500.

AES principal, 
resigns from local 

charter school
Academy of Environmen-

tal Science Principal Zach-
ary Leonard resigned from 
his posi-
tion 
Thursday, 
Jan. 14, 
ending 
his al-
most four 
years as 
the char-
ter 
school’s 
principal.

Phil McLeod, Crystal 
River High School’s assis-
tant principal, will act as 
the academy’s interim prin-
cipal until a permanent re-
placement is found.

Leonard taught nine 
years for the Citrus County 
School District before he 
accepted a job in March 
2017 to be the academy’s 
principal.

Michelle Leeper, chair-
woman of the academy’s 
board of directors who an-
nounced the news to fami-
lies of the 120 ninth- and 
10th-grade high school stu-
dents, said she didn’t know 
the reason for Leonard’s 
resignation.

A number of parents and 
students commented on 
Facebook about Leonard, 
that he was well-liked and 
would be missed.

County on cusp of 
boat-launch fees
Although Citrus County 

boaters may be facing a 
launch fee by year’s end, 
tourists will pay more.

Commissioners unani-
mously voted to schedule a 
public hearing for 2 p.m. 
Feb. 9 to set launch fees at 
county boat ramps, with 
money raised to maintain 
and improve ramps, includ-
ing parking.

Fees would be $10 per 
launch. At Commissioner 
Jeff Kinnard’s suggestion, 
an annual pass would be 
$25 for county residents 
and $50 for anyone living 
outside the county.

County Administrator 
Randy Oliver said if ap-
proved, the fees would 
likely take effect in late No-
vember or December.

Commissioner Ruthie 
Davis Schlabach said she 
fully supported the fees.

“I think this is neces-
sary,” she said. “I think 
we’ve been giving Citrus 
County away for free.”

THE MOST POPULAR STORIES FROM THE WEEK THAT WAS

 Most of us want to 
work, have children, have 
grandchildren. People just 
want to live their lives. In 
most cases we serve the 
same God. We’re humans. 

We’re Americans.
— JACQUIE HEPFER, INVERNESS CITY COUNCIL-

WOMAN, AT THE JAN. 18 MLK UNITY WALK.

WEEK

— compiled by Nancy Kennedy

JOURNEY WITH JAVA

JEFF BRYAN/Chronicle
Linda Myers, left, and Jean McCauley, members of the Nature Coast 
Unitarian Church, participate in the MLK Jr. Unity Walk.



Lecanto Levi’s 
4-H hosts CASI 

Cook Off 5K
The annual CASI Cook 

Off 5K, presented by Le-
canto Levi’s 4-H club, will 
be at 8 a.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 31, at Nature’s Resort, 
10359 W. Halls River Road, 
Homosassa. Face masks 
and social distancing will be 
required when not running.

All proceeds will benefit 
the Citrus Anti-Drug Coali-
tion, Citrus Cancer Aid, Cit-
rus County Blessings and 
Lecanto Levi’s 4-H club’s 
community service projects.

The deadline to enter for 
a T-shirt is Sunday, Jan. 24. 
Cost is $20. To register, visit 
runsignup.com. Race day 
registration is $25. 

Friends of the 
wildlife refuge 
meets virtually
The Friends of the Crys-

tal River National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex will meet 
virtually at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 31. A brief business 
meeting will be followed by 
a presentation by Refuge 
Manager Joyce Palmer and 
Friend’s President Mike En-
giles. Both will talk about re-
cent developments at the 
Refuge and upcoming 
projects.

All are welcome. Q&A 
session to follow, time per-
mitting. To join the meeting, 
visit tinyurl.com/y66pd5dw. 
The meeting ID is 393 580 
7027 and the passcode is 
968226.

Key Center seeks 
cake makers 
for auction

Are you a cake decora-
tor? The Key Training Cen-
ter needs you.

Businesses and individ-
ual cake creators are in-
vited to donate their works 
for the Key’s Ca. Call 352-
795-5541, ext. 312, or email 
foundation@keytraining-
center.org for details. Fresh 
cakes must be dropped off 
at the Key between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Friday, Feb. 5.
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 PUBLIC NOTICE 
 THE TOWN OF YANKEETOWN 

 INFORMATION ON 
 THE 2021 ELECTION

 ELECTION DATE/TIME: 
 Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021   

 7:00am - 7:00pm

 ELECTION LOCATION: 
 Inglis / Yankeetown Lions Club

 22 59th Street, Yankeetown, Florida

 CANDIDATES:
 The following individuals qualified for the Election.

 Three (3) Council Seats Open:
 1)  Danny Pearson  (incumbent)
 2)  Eddie Redd  (incumbent)
 3)  Jeffrey St.John  (incumbent)

 4)  Adam McNiece
 5)  Charles Stanek Jr.
 6)  Angela Tutino

 TO VOTE ABSENTEE,
 YOU MAY REQUEST A BALLOT:
 In person:  Town Hall; M-F (8am-3pm) 

 Email us at:  yankeetownadm@bellsouth.net    
 Call Town Hall at 352-447-2511

 Newspaper advertisement on 1/24/2021 & 2/16/2021             
 Posted by Sherri MacDonald, Town Clerk/Treasurer/Administrator 

 000ZOCN

SUBMIT YOUR NEWS BRIEFS
n Local organizations are welcome to submit news 

briefs for publication in the Chronicle.

n Send news releases to community@chronicleonline 
.com. Submissions are always subject to editing.

n For more information, call Christine Marino at 
352-563-6363., ext. 1129.

— From staff reports

Nancy Kennedy
Staff writer

Each year, Citrus County 
Right to Life sponsors a 
solemn memorial service 
that marks the anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade, the land-
mark Jan. 22, 1973, U.S. Su-
preme Court decision 
legalizing abortion on 
demand.

This year's service took 
place at noon Friday on the 
lawn of the Old Courthouse 
in Inverness.

Each year, the message is 
always the same: Every life 
is precious, from concep-
tion to natural death.

What changes, however, 
is the number of abortions 
performed each year.

To date, 62,552,293 abor-
tions have been performed 
in the United States since 
1973.

“While we commemo-
rate this terrible, terrible 
law that was passed in 1973 
... we are grateful for the 

changes that have been 
made, those states, towns 
and cities that have chosen 
to eliminate abortion mills 
in their communities,” In-
verness Mayor Bob 
Plaisted, member of Citrus 
County Right to Life, told 
the crowd of about 100 
people. 

“We’re grateful for the 
hard work that goes on in 
crisis pregnancy centers, 

counseling women and of-
fering sonograms that let 
them see that there’s real 
life growing inside of 
them,” Plaisted said, add-
ing, “We’re also grateful for 
nurses who once worked in 
abortion clinics and have 
come to the other side to be 
nurses for life.”

Here are some quotes 
from the other speakers at 
Friday’s event:

n  “As we start the new 
year, for thousands of 
women, 2021 will not be a 
year for meeting personal 
goals or a hopeful year. In-
stead, it will be a year of 
intense anxiety and fear, 
desperation, shame and 
guilt because they will face 
an unplanned pregnancy 
and choose death for their 
unborn child.

“It’s estimated that 1 mil-
lion women will abort their 
babies this year because 
they don’t know there are 
pregnancy centers, adop-
tion agencies and mater-
nity homes that will care 
for them. ... We want to 
change that and let women 
know there’s still hope.” — 
Stephanie Bell, Pregnancy 
& Family Life Center of Cit-
rus County director.

n  “I was speaking at an 
event, and there was an 
older woman in the lobby, 
coming toward me. She 
brought her face close to 
mine and said, ‘I’m 85 years 

old. When I was a young 
woman, I had an abortion.’ 
She started to cry and said, 
‘Please tell those young 
women that come to you 
that you never forget.’

“Decades later, her re-
gret and grief was as real as 
if it had happened yester-
day. ... That’s why we do 
what we do. We want to 
save women and men and 
families the heartache that 
comes with abortion, as 
well as save the lives of 
those babies in the womb.” 
— Barb Gosa, Citrus Preg-
nancy Center director.

n “That single (court) de-
cision not only has taken 
away the lives of countless 
human beings ... .but ever 
since then society as a 
whole has witnessed a 
steady desensitization and 
(disregard) for human dig-
nity and life at all stages.” 
— The Rev. Claudius 
Mganga, parochial vicar at 
Our Lady of Fatima Catho-
lic Church in Inverness.

Annual memorial gathering marks the 48th anniversary of Roe V. Wade

Group stages Right to Life service

NANCY KENNEDY/Chronicle
At the conclusion of the annual Right to Life memorial service marking 48th anniversary of Roe v. Wade on Friday, Jan. 22, at the Old Courthouse in 
Inverness, some of the people marched quietly around the courthouse square with signs. 

Local singer songwriter and pro-life advocate Daniel Boone 
sings one of his own pro-life songs during the service.



Birthday — Home is where the heart 
is and where you will accomplish the 
most this year. Don’t procrastinate. 
Use your imagination, draw on the les-
sons of the past. 
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) — Look at 
the possibilities; you will find a way to 
take advantage of every opportunity 
that comes your way.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20) — Focus 
on your health, wealth and personal 
happiness. Refuse to give anyone the 
upper hand. 
Aries (March 21-April 19) — If you 
look for an opportunity, you will find 
one. Take the initiative if you want to 
reap the rewards.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — You’ll 
need to turn on the charm if you want 
to convince others to do things your 
way. Don’t jump to conclusions or 
make a move for the wrong reason.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Valuable 
information will become available. Ver-
ify what you hear, and take action.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Be hon-
est with yourself. Get the facts, and 
make responsible decisions. You have 
good ideas, but if you let your emotions 
take charge, you will likely get in over 
your head. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Spend time 
with people who have something to 
offer. The support, suggestions and 
love you receive will encourage you to 
follow your dreams.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Listen to 
complaints and criticism. Consider 
what you can do to improve your life 
and your relationships with the people 
who matter to you. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — Figure out 
what you want and the best way to 
achieve your goal. Consider what it will 
cost to make the adjustments. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — It’s best 
not to let anyone know your plans until 
you have all the details in place. Don’t 
get angry about something you cannot 
change. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) — Let 
your intelligence lead the way. Look for 
the truth, and keep your emotions out 
of prickly situations. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Use 
your imagination, but don’t be foolish. 
You may desire change, but if you hav-
en’t done the groundwork, you may 
want to take a step back and review 
what could be required. 

Today’s              
HOROSCOPES

Today is Sunday, Jan. 24, the 
24th day of 2021. There are 341 
days left in the year. 

Today’s Highlight: 
On Jan. 24, 1848, James W. 

Marshall discovered a gold nugget 
at Sutter’s Mill in northern Califor-
nia, a discovery that led to the gold 
rush of ’49. 

On this date: 
In 1908, the Boy Scouts move-

ment began in England under the 
aegis of Robert Baden-Powell.

In 1965, British statesman Win-
ston Churchill died in London at age 
90. 

In 1978, a nuclear-powered So-
viet satellite, Cosmos 954, plunged 
through Earth’s atmosphere and 
disintegrated, scattering radioactive 
debris over parts of northern 
Canada.

In 1984, Apple Computer began 
selling its first Macintosh model, 
which boasted a built-in 9-inch 
monochrome display, a clock rate of 
8 megahertz and 128k of RAM. 

Ten years ago: A suicide 
bomber attacked Moscow’s busiest 
airport, killing 37 people; Chechen 
separatists claimed responsibility.

Five years ago: A magnitude-7.1 
quake knocked items off shelves 
and walls in Alaska, jolting the 
nerves of residents in the earth-
quake-prone region. 

One year ago: After the Chinese 
city of Wuhan halted outbound 
flights, trains, buses and ferries in 
an effort to stop the spread of a 
deadly new virus, 12 other cities in 
the province followed suit, bringing 
more than 36 million people under 
lockdown.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer- 
songwriter Ray Stevens is 82. 
Singer-songwriter Neil Diamond is 
80. Singer Aaron Neville is 80. Actor 
Michael Ontkean is 75. Comedian 
Yakov Smirnoff is 70. Olympic gold 
medal gymnast Mary Lou Retton is 
53. R&B singer Sleepy Brown (So-
ciety of Soul) is 51. Actor Ed Helms 
is 47. Actor Mark Hildreth is 43. 
Actor Christina Moses is 43. Actor 
Mischa Barton is 35. 
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YESTERDAY’S WEATHER 

THREE DAY  OU T LOOK 
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Legend: YTD-Year to
Date, PR-Daily 
Precipitation

ve daily 
forecast by:

DEW POINT

HUMIDITY

POLLEN COUNT**

**Light - only extreme allergic will show symp-
toms, moderate - most allergic will experience 
symptoms, heavy - all allergic will experience 
symptoms.
AIR QUALITY

ALM A N A C 

CE L EST I A L OU T LOOK 

WATER ING  R UL ES 

B U R N CON D I T ION S 

For more information call Florida Division of Forestry at (352) 797-4140. For more 
information on wildfire conditions, please visit the Division of Forestryʼs Web site: 
www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire

Today’s Fire Danger Index is:

City H L F’cast City H L F’cast

F LO R I DA TE M PERAT U RES 

Gulf water
temperature

LA K E  L E V E L S 
Location Full

Levels reported in feet above sea level. Flood stage for lakes are based on 2.33-year flood, 
the mean-annual flood which has a 43-precent chance of being equaled or exceeded in 
any one year. This data is obtained from the Southwest Florida Water Management District 
and is subject to revision. In no event will the District or the United States Geological Survey 
be liable for any damages arising out of the use of this data. If you have any questions you 
should contact the Hydrological Data Section at (352) 796-7211.
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T I DES 
*From mouths of rivers **At Kingʼs Bay ***At Masonʼs Creek
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SUNSET TONIGHT ...........................

SUNRISE TOMORROW ....................

MOONRISE TODAY .........................

MOONSET TODAY ..........................

Fcst H L Pcp. H L Fcst

(MORNING) (AFTERNOON)

TEMPERATURE*

Record
Normal
Mean temp.
Departure from mean
PRECIPITATION*

Total for the month
Total for the year
Normal for the year

UV INDEX:
0-2 minimal, 3-4 low, 5-6 moderate,
7-9 high, 10+ very high
BAROMETRIC PRESSURE

*

**Official record values from Tampa International

Data from
Crystal River Airport

Provided by
ezfshn.com

Taken at Crystal River
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TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY MORNING
High: 79° Low: 61°
Mostly sunny, warm

Yesterday 0.02"
0.13"
0.13"
2.25"

30.10

Yesterday at 3 p.m. 92%

Yesterday observed Good
Pollutant Ozone

Jan 28 Feb 4 Feb 11 Feb 19

0 - 1 Monday 6 - 7 Thursday
2 - 3 Tuesday 8 - 9 -or-

Common Areas Friday4 - 5 Wednesday

Daytona Bch. 70 61 mc
Fort Lauderdale 79 68 pc
Fort Myers 80 62 mc
Gainesville 70 57 cl
Homestead 79 66 pc
Jacksonville 67 57 cl
Key West 77 69 s
Lakeland 78 62 mc
Melbourne 73 64 mc

SAT SUN

Albany 25 14 Trace 23 13 s
Albuquerque 56 35 0.00 52 25 t
Asheville 48 30 0.00 50 39 pc
Atlanta 63 34 0.00 53 47 mc
Atlantic City 35 28 0.00 37 28 pc
Austin 61 51 0.00 73 58 sh
Baltimore 38 28 Trace 38 29 mc
Billings 31 12 0.00 39 15 s
Birmingham 61 30 0.00 58 52 sh
Boise 41 26 0.00 42 27 pc
Boston 34 21 Trace 30 20 s
Buffalo 25 19 0.01 30 21 mc
Burlington, VT 21 10 0.05 17 1 s
Charleston, SC 61 36 0.00 58 50 pc
Charleston, WV 34 19 0.00 43 35 ra
Charlotte 52 28 0.00 48 41 pc
Chicago 31 10 0.00 33 29 cl
Cincinnati 36 14 0.00 37 33 rs
Cleveland 27 21 0.01 32 27 ss
Columbia, SC 59 32 0.00 53 44 pc
Columbus, OH 31 16 Trace 35 29 cl
Concord, NH 28 16 Trace 26 11 s
Dallas 52 48 0.02 66 56 sh
Denver 49 19 0.00 40 22 mc
Des Moines 28 12 0.00 32 21 mc
Detroit 29 17 0.00 31 24 ss
El Paso 65 39 0.00 58 37 sh
Evansville, IN 42 17 0.00 42 39 sh
Harrisburg 36 27 Trace 36 27 mc
Hartford 34 19 Trace 29 18 s
Houston 64 57 Trace 73 67 fg
Indianapolis 34 12 0.00 37 32 rs
Kansas City 41 21 0.00 41 34 cl
Las Vegas 55 41 Trace 58 42 s
Little Rock 46 32 0.00 57 52 sh
Los Angeles 56 48 0.18 59 49 pc
Louisville 39 19 0.00 41 37 sh
Memphis 55 30 0.00 57 52 sh
Milwaukee 27 10 0.00 31 22 sn
Minneapolis 20 9 0.09 22 6 pc
Mobile 68 57 Trace 66 60 cl
Montgomery 65 41 Trace 60 55 cl
Nashville 48 26 0.00 55 47 sh

SAT

Acapulco 92/70/mc
Amsterdam 41/36/sn
Athens 59/51/ra
Beijing 38/28/s
Berlin 36/32/sn
Bermuda 59/56/ra
Cairo 68/50/s
Calgary 12/1/cl
Havana 77/69/s
Hong Kong 66/64/pc
Jerusalem 54/39/s

65/59 0.30"65/64 0.20"

62/61 0.25"

67/60 0.20"

65/61 0.20"
0.60"

SAT FRI
Withlacoochee at Holder 28.19 28.21 34.64
Tsala Apopka-Hernando 37.51 37.50 38.66
Tsala Apopka-Inverness 38.69 38.68 39.73
Tsala Apopka-Floral City 39.87 39.87 41.37

Lisbon 58/55/ra
London 36/32/sn
Madrid 52/45/ra
Mexico City 75/60/cl
Montreal 11/-3/s
Moscow 35/33/cl
Paris 40/33/ra
Rio 87/74/mc
Rome 54/51/ra
Sydney 88/71/s
Tokyo 43/38/ra
Toronto 28/19/mc
Warsaw 36/33/sn

SAT SUN

New Orleans 63 57 0.07 72 63 mc
New York City 35 28 0.00 35 24 pc
Norfolk 42 35 0.00 43 36 pc
Oklahoma City 47 37 Trace 55 37 sh
Omaha 32 18 0.03 32 22 mc
Palm Springs 63 44 0.01 63 44 pc
Philadelphia 37 28 0.00 36 26 pc
Phoenix 64 55 0.00 57 45 sh
Pittsburgh 25 19 Trace 31 28 cl
Portland, ME 30 16 Trace 27 12 s
Portland, OR 47 27 0.00 40 35 ra
Providence, RI 34 23 0.00 30 18 s
Raleigh 48 35 0.00 47 37 pc
Rapid City 32 18 Trace 35 18 pc
Reno 39 28 0.04 43 23 mc
Rochester, NY 21 17 0.10 27 18 ss
Sacramento 59 40 0.00 51 36 sh
Salt Lake City 40 30 0.24 36 24 mc
San Antonio 60 52 Trace 74 58 sh
San Diego 61 52 0.35 58 49 pc
San Francisco 57 46 0.00 54 44 sh
Savannah 64 43 0.00 60 53 mc
Seattle 43 25 0.00 43 37 ra
Spokane 31 17 0.00 33 28 cl
St. Louis 40 17 0.00 44 37 ra
St. Ste Marie 14 3 0.02 29 21 ss
Syracuse 25 16 0.14 24 14 mc
Topeka 40 21 0.00 40 31 cl
Washington 39 30 Trace 39 29 mc

Miami 76 69 pc
Ocala 73 59 cl
Orlando 76 62 mc
Pensacola 66 61 cl
Sarasota 77 62 mc
Tallahassee 67 57 mc
Tampa 77 63 mc
Vero Beach 77 64 mc
W. Palm Bch. 76 70 mc

Chassahowitzka*2:18 a.m. 0.5 ft 3:12 p.m. 0.2 ft 10:49 a.m. 0.1 ft 6:36 p.m. 0.2 ft
Crystal River** 12:03 a.m. 2.0 ft 1:49 p.m. 1.3 ft 7:58 a.m. 0.3 ft 7:30 p.m. 1.0 ft
Withlacoochee* 12:12 p.m. 2.0 ft 10:27 p.m. 2.8 ft 6:05 a.m. -0.2 ft 5:25 p.m. 1.4 ft
Homosassa*** 12:40 a.m. 1.4 ft 3:33 p.m. 0.5 ft 10:43 a.m. 0.0 ft 7:09 p.m. 0.3 ft

6:02 pm
7:20 am
2:26 pm
3:48 am

01/24 SUNDAY 7:21 9:09 6:02 9:34
01/25 MONDAY 7:20 9:59 6:02 10:26

Predominant: Trees
Sun

low med high

Yesterday at 3 p.m. 60°

5

Yesterday 63/59
84/20
71/43

57
4

MONDAY & TUESDAY MORNING
High: 78° Low: 60°
AM low clouds, then mostly sunny and breezy

TODAY & TOMORROW MORNING
High: 71° Low: 59°
Mostly cloudy, with a few light showers early

LOW. There is no burn ban.

For established lawns and landscapes, irrigation may occur during only one (1) 
of the specified time periods, 12:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., or 4:00 p.m. - 11:59 p.m., 
on the allowable watering days below:

Addresses with house numbers ending in:

Questions, concerns or reporting violations, please call: City of Inverness at 
352-726-2321; City of Crystal River at 352-795-4216, Ext. 313; unincorporated 
Citrus County at 352-527-7669. For more information, visit:
https://www.citrusbocc.com/departments/water_resources/watering_restrictions.php

SUNDAY
KEY TO CONDITIONS: c=cloudy; 
fg=fog; hz=haze; mc=mostly cloudy; 
pc=partly cloudy; ra=rain; rs=rain/
snow; s=sunny; sh=showers; 
sm=smoke; sn=snow; ss=snow 
showers; t=thunderstorms

84, Clewiston, Fla.
-15, Coloma, Wis.

Today: East winds around 10 knots 
becoming northeast around 5 knots 
early in the afternoon, then becoming 
northwest 5 to 10 knots late in the 
afternoon. Seas 2 feet or less. Bay 
and inland waters a light chop. 64°

FORECAST FOR 3:00 P.M.
Sunday

Today’s active pollen:
juniper, elm, maple

Today’s count: 9.1/12
Monday’s count: 11.0
Tuesday’s count: 11.1

Entertainment
Dave Chappelle 

tests positive for 
COVID-19; shows 

canceled
AUSTIN, Texas — Dave 

Chappelle tested positive for the 
coronavirus just before his com-
edy show scheduled for Thurs-
day, forcing his upcoming 
appearances to be canceled, a 
spokeswoman said.

Chappelle was expected to 
perform Thursday through Sun-
day at Stubb’s Waller Creek Am-
phitheater in Austin, Texas. 
Those shows have been can-
celed and Chappelle is quaran-
tining, his representative Carla 
Sims said in a statement. The 
comedian is asymptomatic.

Chappelle had been perform-
ing socially distanced shows in 
Ohio since June, and moved his 
shows to Austin during the win-
ter, Sims said. Rapid testing for 
the audience and daily tests for 
Chappelle and his team were 
implemented.

Comedian Joe Rogan was 
scheduled to perform at the 
shows Friday and Saturday. He 
apologized on Instagram to fol-
lowers for the canceled shows, 
saying they’d be rescheduled. A 
post earlier this week showed 
Rogan at Stubb’s with Chappelle 
and other stars including Don-
nell Rawlings, Ron White and 
Elon Musk.

Refunds will be available for 
ticketholders at their point of 
purchase.

Bond film ‘No Time 
to Die’ delayed 

again because of 
coronavirus

LONDON — It’s still not time 
for “No Time to Die.”

Producers of the forthcoming 
James Bond thriller say the film’s 
release has been delayed again, 
until the fall, because of the ef-
fects of the pandemic

The official 007 Twitter ac-
count said late Thursday that the 
25th installment in the franchise 
will now open on Oct. 8. 

“No Time To Die” was origi-
nally slated to open in April 2020 
but was pushed back to Novem-
ber of that year as the virus 
swept around the world. It was 
then delayed again to April 2.

The film from director Cary 
Joji Fukunaga stars Daniel 
Craig as 007, Rami Malek, 
Lashana Lynch and Ana de 
Armas.

It’s one of a slew of major re-
leases to be pushed back or 

moved to streaming services as 
Hollywood studios grapple with 
coronavirus-related restrictions 
that have shuttered cinemas in 
markets around the world.

While mass-vaccination pro-
grams in many countries give 
hope that theaters can reopen, 
progress is slow.

After the latest Bond delay 
was announced, Sony said it 
was pushing back several of its 
scheduled spring releases. It 
said “Peter Rabbit 2: The Run-
away” was moving from April to 
June, “Ghostbusters: Afterlife” 
was delayed from June to No-
vember and “Cinderella,” starring 
singer Camila Cabello, will now 
arrive in July rather than 
February.

— From wire reports

Associated Press
 In this Oct. 27, 2019, file photo, Dave Chappelle arrives at 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts for the 22nd Annual 
Mark Twain Prize for American Humor in Washington. Chappelle 
tested positive for the coronavirus just before his comedy show 
scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 21, forcing his upcoming 
appearances to be canceled, a spokeswoman said.
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ALERT CITRUS SIGNUP
n To register for the Citrus County Sheriff’s 

Office’s Alert Citrus weather program, visit 
www.sheriffcitrus.org and click on the links to 
register. 

n Create a profile, list how you want to be 
contacted in case of  a weather emergency 
(text, mobile phone, home phone, email), then 
include the address(es) you want alerts for.  
You can choose what types of  emergencies 
you want to hear about, and set a quiet period 
for no contact.

n Those without computer access may call    
352-249-2705.



James 
Graham, 88
F L O R A L C I T Y

James Huston Graham, 
88, of Floral City, FL 
passed away January 6, 
2021 at HPH Hospice in 
Lecanto, FL.

He was born in Cochran, 
GA on December 3, 1932 to 
the late Sam and Maroy 
(Fowler) Graham. James 
was employed by and re-
tired from the Department 
of Defense where he 
worked as a contract in-
spector, which included 

w o r k i n g 
on the 
s p a c e 
s h u t t l e 
guidance 
systems.

He ar-
rived in 
this area 
in the late 
1 9 7 0 ’ s 

coming from Clearwater, 
FL. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran of the Korean War. 
James was a devout Chris-
tian and attended the In-
verness Church of God for 
over 40 years, serving 
many years as a Church 
Elder.

James enjoyed fishing, 
traveling and camping, but 
most of all being with his 
family. He was preceded 
in death by one son, Del 
Huston Graham; 2 broth-
ers, John and William Gra-
ham; and 2 sisters, Lucille 
Owens and Rosa 
Robinson.

James is survived by his 
loving wife of 67 years, 
Johnnie Gay Graham; son 
James Darvin Graham and 
his wife Delene of Inver-
ness, FL, daughter Vir-
ginia Denise Slusser and 
her husband Butch of In-
verness, sister Shirley 
Shelton of Hawkinsville, 
GA; 6 grandchildren and 6 
great grandchildren.

A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held at the 
Inverness Church of God 
on Saturday, January 30, 
11:00 A.M. with Pastors 
David Lucas, Harvey 

Dunn and Larry Powers 
officiating. The service 
will be live streamed on 
the church’s facebook 
page.

James’s urn will be laid 
to rest at Florida National 
Cemetery in Bushnell, FL 
at a later date. Chas. E. 
Davis Funeral Home with 
Crematory, Inverness, FL.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Ronald 
‘Champ’ 

Oates, 88
C RY S TA L R I V E R

Ronald “Champ” Stew-
art Oates, 88 of Crystal 
River, Florida, passed 
away January 16, 2021, in 
Crystal River. 

He was born June 22, 
1932, in Maywood, Illinois, 
to the late Edward and 
Florence Oates. He came 
to Citrus County from Pal-
myra, New York, 11 years 
ago.

Mr. Oates attended St. 
Lawrence University on a 

f o o t b a l l 
scholar-
ship and 
graduated 
with his 
b a c h e -
lor’s de-
gree. He 
went on to 
become a 
financial 
advisor.

He was a dedicated vol-
unteer for the Palmyra, 
New York, community. 

His longstanding volun-
teerism earned him the 
distinguished Paul Harris 
Fellow award.

Mr. Oates was an owner 
and trainer of Standard 
Bred horses at Saratoga, 
New York.

His greatest passions 
were his family, nature, 
and sports. Mr. Oates 
proudly served his coun-
try in the U.S. Army.

Ronald is survived by 
his devoted wife Charlotte 
Ann Oates. He and Char-
lotte were married in 

Canton, New York, on Oc-
tober 5, 1957.

Mr. Oates is preceded in 
death by his parents Ed-
ward and Florence Oates, 
his brother Richard Gor-
don Oates.

Survivors include: 
Daughters; Donna Nelson 
(Gregg), Caron Clair (Ste-
ven), and Julie Rosati.  
Grandchildren: Veronica 
Frederick (Caleb), William 
McLeod, Caleb Nelson 
(Kaylee), Jason Clair 
(Tara).  Foster grandchild:  
David King (Charity). 
Great Grandchildren; 
Henry, Spencer, and Jane 
Nelson; Harper and Say-
lor Clair; Daxton 
Frederick.

A private family cele-
bration of life was held on 
January 20, 2021. In lieu of 
flowers, the family sug-
gests donations to the 
Cedar Creek Assisted Liv-
ing Facility, 231 NW Hwy 
19 Crystal River, Florida, 
34428.  

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Strickland Funeral Home 
and Crematory, Crystal 
River, Florida.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

James 
‘Shirttail’ 

Satterwhite, 
86

D U N N E L L O N

SATTERWHITE, James 
Thomas

James (Shirttail) 
Thomas Satterwhite, age 
86, of Dunnellon, FL, 
passed away Wednesday, 
January 20, 2021.

Jim is survived by his 
wife Dorothy Bell (Ms. 
Dot), daughter Vicki Jean, 
and son, Kenneth Doyle.  
Jim was an active member 
of the First Baptist Church 
of Dunnellon.

Jim was raised in Tu-
pelo, Mississippi with his 
siblings, David, Earl, and 
Bessie. He told many a 
story of them picking cot-
ton and doing farm chores 
in the hot sun under the 

direction of his parents, 
Doyle and Hazel.

 Jim was a veteran of the 
Marines and lived in 
Miami, Florida for 30 
years. He worked at Miami 
International Airport with 
National Airlines then 
with PanAm Airlines.

Jim had many hobbies.  
He was an avid horticul-
turalist and became a mas-
ter gardener. He loved 
farming and his many ani-
mals. Jim was a coin col-
lector, you could always 
count on him to know the 
value of a coin and which 
special designs were being 
newly minted.

Jim also enjoyed hunt-
ing and fishing — always 
making time to share these 
experiences with his son.

Funeral services for Jim 
will be held at 2 PM on 
Tuesday, January 26, 2021, 
at First Baptist Church, 
20831 Powell Road, Dun-
nellon, with Pastor Russ 
Randall officiating. He 
will be laid to rest at Flor-
ida National Cemetery, 
Bushnell, Florida.

Arrangements are being 
handled by Roberts Fu-
neral Home of Dunnellon. 

Condolences for the 
family can be left at www.
robertsofdunnellon.com. 
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 Bob Lane
 Accountant

 Accounting & Income
 Tax Returns

 (352) 344-2888 or (352) 344-2480
 Fax (352) 637-5500

 E-mail: rlanejr@tampabay.rr.com
 rlane6063@gmail.com

 www.boblanesaccounting.com

 400 Tompkins Street
 Inverness, FL 34450

 53 years in Business
 41 years in Inverness

Obituaries

James 
Graham

Ronald 
‘Champ’ 

Oates

OBITUARIES
n For more local 

obituaries, see 
Page A6 of  today’s 
Chronicle.

n For information about  
placing obituaries, 
email obits@
chronicleonline.com 
or call 352-563-5660.

n Obituary deadline for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 
editions is 3 p.m. the 
day before. Deadlines 
for Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday editions 
is 3 p.m. Friday.

n The Chronicle does 
not edit obituaries for 
content; submissions 
must be verified with 
the funeral home or 
society in charge of  
arrangements.

Bob Avian
AWARD- 

WINNING 
CHOREOGRAPHER

NEW YORK — Bob 
Avian, a Tony Award- 
winning choreographer 
who had a role in some of 
the most beloved and in-
fluential shows on Broad-
w a y,  i n c l u d i n g 
“Dreamgirls,” “A 
Chorus Line,” 
“Follies” and 
“Miss Saigon,” 
has died. He was 
83.

Avian died 
Thursday of car-
diac arrest at 
Holy Cross Hos-
pital in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, said Matt Polk, 
head of the theatrical 
publicity firm Polk & Co.

Tony-winner Tony Yaz-
beck on Twitter called 
Avian “a sweet and kind 
spirit who generously 
gave his creative talents 
to legendary works.” Mar-
vin Hamlisch said: “His 
legacy will live on stage 
for years to come.”

Avian rose from a 
dancer in “West Side 
Story” and “Funny Girl” 
to work alongside such 
theater luminaries as Mi-
chael Bennett, Cameron 
Macintosh, Stephen 
Sondheim and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber.

It was with Bennett 
that Avian enjoyed a long 
professional partnership, 
working as associate cho-
reographer or assistant 
director on such Ben-
nett-choreographed pro-
ductions as “A Chorus 
Line,” “Promises, Prom-
ises,” “Coco,” “Company,” 
“Follies, “Seesaw” and 

“God’s Favorite.” 
“For someone so tal-

ented, he remained re-
markably modest about 
his own achievements on 
so many landmark musi-
cals,” said Cameron 
Mackintosh in a state-
ment. “He facilitated the 
genius of Michael Ben-
nett and with every little 
step he took taught me 

more about the 
art of staging a 
modern musical 
than virtually 
anyone else I’ve 
met. It was a priv-
ilege to have 
been his friend 
and colleague for 
over 35 years.”

He was a producer on 
the original “Dreamgirls” 
and “Ballroom” and did 
musical staging for “Sun-
set Boulevard” starring 
Glenn Close in 1994, “Put-
ting It Together” with 
Carol Burnett and the 
original “Miss Saigon” 
with Lea Salonga in 1991. 

Avian earned six Tony 
nominations and won 
twice, for choreographing 
“Ballroom” and co-cho-
reographing “A Chorus 
Line.” He won an Oliver 
Award for choreograph-
ing Boublil and Schon-
berg’s musical “Martin 
Guerre” in London. He 
also choreographed “The 
Witches of Eastwick” in 
the West End starring Ian 
McShane. 

Avian’s association 
with “A Chorus Line” 
continued when he di-
rected the 2006 revival on 
Broadway and the Lon-
don revival at the Palla-
dium in 2013. He also 
directed touring 
versions.

Death ELSEWHERE

Bob Avian



Sharon 
Hankin, 77
H E R N A N D O

Sharon Hankin, 77, of 
Hernando, Florida, for-
mally of Cheshire, Con-
necticut, entered  into 
eternal life on January 
5th, 2021.

Sharon was born on 
June 24th, 1943 in East 
Haven Connecticut, to 
Donald Maloney and 

Helen Ma-
l o n e y 
( S n i g g ) .  
Sharon at-
t e n d e d 
S a c r e d 
H e a r t 
Academy 
in Ham-
den CT, 
t o o k 

courses at the University 
of New Haven and had her 
real estate license. 

Married to her loving 
husband of 56 years, 
Wayne Hankin, Sharon 
worked many years in the 
healthcare field and later 
in her career as a newspa-
per editor for a weekly in-
sert called Neighbor’s in 
the Record Journal in Me-
riden CT. 

Sharon spent most of 
her life volunteering for 
several different organiza-
tions including Girl 
Scouts, Citrus Memorial 
Hospital and the library.  
She always had time for 
those in need offering a 
listening ear, her time and 
energy or whatever else 
was needed.

She is survived by her 
loving husband Wayne 
Hankin of Hernando, 
Florida; Her two loving 
daughters Debra Paran-
zino (Andy) and Kimberly 
Tchakirides (Marty) and 
several grand pets. 

Services will be private.  
Donations in her name 
can be sent to The Salva-
tion Army in Lecanto Flor-
ida or Citrus County 
Animal Services in Inver-
ness Florida. Arrange-
ments are under the 
direction of the Inverness 
Chapel of Hooper Funeral 
Homes.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Robert Kutz
I N V E R N E S S

Robert E. Kutz of Inver-
ness, FL passed away 
while under the loving 
care of his family and 
Vitas Hospice Healthcare 
in Lecanto, FL on January 
6, 2021.

Robert was born to the 
late Charles and Ruth 
Kutz on June 14, 1942 in 
Allentown, PA.

He proudly served his 
country as 
a member 
of the 
U n i t e d 
S t a t e s 
Navy. Fol-
lowing his 
mili tar y 
service he 
b e c a m e 
an assem-

bler for the trucking 
industry.

He enjoyed getting up 
early and meeting his 
friends for breakfast. He 
had a kind and gentle 
spirit and will be greatly 
missed.

Those left to mourn 
Robert’s passing include 
his wife, Leslie White of 
Inverness, FL; his loving 
daughter, Cheryl Wagner 
and her husband Joe of 
Deland, FL.

He was preceded in 
death by his son, Richard 
Kutz.

Robert will be laid to 
rest at Florida National 
Cemetery in Bushnell, FL 
at a later date. 

Cremation with Care by 
the Chas E. Davis Funeral 
Home with Crematory, In-
verness, FL.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Edward 
Stuart, 80

Edward F Stuart Age 80
Ed Stuart, the man, the 

myth, the legend passed 
away January 10, 2021 due 
to complications from 
COVID.

He was born May 8, 1940 
in Brooklyn NY to Charles 
and Mary (Dieble) Stuart.  
He married the love of his 
life Edna Olsen on March 
3, 1962. He graduated from 
Brooklyn Automotive and 

was a 
proud me-
chanic for 
the city of 
NY.  He 
retired to 
Inverness, 
FL in 2001 
and was 
recently 
living in 

Crystal River, FL with his 
loving daughter Barbara.

In his younger days he 
was an avid golfer, hunter 
and fisherman.  He would 
do anything for his family 
and friends, and was an 
amazing father, grandfa-
ther  and great 
grandfather.

He is survived by his 
three children Katherine 
Serocki (Ed), Barbara 
Diaz, and Edward Jr; his 8 
grandchildren Anthony 
(Hollie), Joseph, Krista, 
Santos (Shelly), Nicholas, 
Edward John, Julianna, 
and Eddie; and his 4 great 
grandchildren Zoey, Sky-
ler, Ryan and Silas. He is 
also survived by his 4 sib-
lings, Rita, Pat, Jimmy and 
Billy.  He is predeceased 
by his brother Charles and 
his soulmate Edna.  

Due to Covid the family 
has decided to postpone a 
celebration of life and will 
hold one in May close to 
his birthday.    He will be 
greatly missed by all. 

Heinz Funeral Home & 
Cremation, Inverness, FL.  
heinzfh.com.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Alberta ‘Berta’ 
Webber, 76

Alberta Ann Webber 
joined her beloved hus-
band, Ronnie Webber, in 
Heaven on January 11, 
2021. Alberta, lovingly 
called Berta, age 76, wa 
born in Chicago, Illinois, 
on April 27, 1944. Berta’s 
childhood was largely 
spent at her grandpar-
ents’, Albert and Antonia 
Gargione’s farm and 

r e s t a u -
rant, and 
in her 
parents’, 
Fr a n c i s 
and Ann 
Dolezal’s 
home in 
S a n 
P i e r r e , 
Indiana.

B e r t a 
graduated 

number 1 in the 1962 grad-
uating class of 6 students 
from San Pierre High 
School; the last graduating 
class from that school. She 
later attended Indiana 
University in Blooming-
ton, Indiana.

Berta subsequently mar-
ried Ronnie Webber on 
November 27, 1965, and 
began working as an Ad-
ministrative Assistant at 
Interlake Steel, in Chi-
cago, Illinois.

Berta and Ronnie led a 
loving and extraordinary 
and interesting life to-
gether. While living in Illi-
nois Ronnie and Berta 
became passionately in-
volved in the car racing 
business culminating in a 
new profession of selling 
racingcar tires.

Pulling a large trailer 
filled with racing tires, 
they traveled from race to 
race becoming friends 
with many well know race 
car drivers. The next stage 
of their truly adventurous 
life began when they de-
cided to buy and operate a 
marina on Bull Shoals 
Lake in Arkansas.

Later, Ronnie and Berta 
made an additional move 

to Houston, Texas, where 
Berta retired as Adminis-
trative Supervisor at Peat, 
Marwick, Mitchell, & Co. 
While living in Texas, 
Berta and Ronnie’s pas-
sions turned to fishing and 
operating remote con-
trolled airplanes. On 
weekends they were found 
either on a lake fishing or 
at a field flying remote 
controlled planes that 
were handmade by 
Ronnie.

Upon retirement Ron-
nie and Berta moved to 
Inverness, Florida. Ron-
nie passed in 2005 with 
Berta remaining in Flor-
ida until her death on Jan-
uary 11, 2021.

Berta is survived by her 
2 loving siblings, John 
Dolezal, San Antonio, 
Texas, and Nancy Rosene 
(Clifford), Valparaiso, Indi-
ana, 4 nieces, 2 nephews, 
and 7 great nieces and 
nephews. Berta is also sur-
vived by her loving Aunt 
Betty Kelley and several 
cousins that love her and 
have numerous and fun 
memories of growing up 
with Berta.

Berta will be deeply 
missed.

Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Brown 
Funeral Home & Crema-
tory in Lecanto, Florida.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Denise ‘Denny’ 
Snyder, 72
H O M O S A S S A

Denise J Snyder, 72, 
died 13th January 2021 
peacefully, near home in 
Homosassa, Florida. 

Denny, (as everyone 
knew her by), was born on 

17th Sep-
t e m b e r, 
1948 in 
Michigan 
to Doro-
thy and 
Lawrence 
L i e b e r -
man. She 
married 
D a v i d 
Snyder on 
D e c e m -

ber 23rd 1967. They raised 
one son, Jeffrey Snyder.

Denny moved to Homo-
sassa from the Florida 
Keys in 1999 and was heav-
ily involved in the local 
community volunteering 
as a member at the Moose 
Lodge. In her spare time 
her passion was bowling 
and she was a top player 
on her team.

Her family paid this 
tribute to her, ‘Denny was 
one of the kindest people 
you could ever meet, she 
was a joy to be around, she 
loved people and having 
fun and nothing could dim 
her brightness and her joy. 
Her son and grandchil-
dren were her heartbeat. 
She lived a full and beauti-
ful life. She went home to 
Jesus, her Lord, will be 
greatly missed until we 
meet her again in Heaven.’ 

She is survived by her 
son, Jeffrey Snyder (Saray 
Snyder), her grandsons, 
Jacob and Levi, her sister 
Maureen Wilson (Dan Wil-
son), her brother Ron Li-
eberman (Angie Negron), 
as well as nieces and 
nephews.  

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Moose 
Lodge of Crystal River or 
The Key Center 
Foundation.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Helen 
Salter, 71

C RY S TA L R I V E R

Heaven gained a new 
angel when Helen D. 
Salter, 71, peacefully 
passed away on January 
17, 2021 at her home in 
Crystal River, Florida, 
after a valiant battle with 
cancer.

Helen was born in Mar-
garetville, New York to 

H o w a r d 
Hampton 
and Be-
a t r i c e 
S m i t h . 
She was 
the oldest 
of three 
children. 
She was a 
mothering 

sister to her two younger 
brothers, William (Angela) 
Smith and Patrick (Cheryl) 
Smith.

After spending her 
childhood in Fleis-
chmanns, New York, 
Helen resided in Gaines-
ville, Florida, where she 
attended and graduated 
from P.K. Yonge High 
School.

In December 1975 
Helen married Bill Salter, 
uniting their children into 
one family, which began 
the next 45 years of 
adventures.

One of her most trea-
sured memories was trav-
eling to Cabo San Lucas 
each summer with her lov-
ing husband and children. 
Helen also enjoyed spend-
ing time fishing, had a true 
love for cooking, and 
found a passion for paint-
ing. She was the embodi-
ment of a gracious hostess 
and loved entertaining 
family and friends. Most of 
all, she loved making pre-
cious memories with her 
family.

She is survived by her 
husband of 45 years, Wil-
liam Salter, her two daugh-
ters Kristie Hudson (Dave) 
and Melanie Russo (Paul), 
her four stepdaughters 
Tricia (Jared), Shelly 
(Mark), Audrey and 
Heather (Brad), her be-
loved grandchildren Con-
nor and Bailey, and Jimmy, 
Jordan (Christian), Katie, 
Madeline, Trenton, Emily, 
Riley and Hannah and her 
sweet Frenchie Maggie 
Mae. Great grandchildren 
include Kaisen and Briggs.

Due to Covid-19 proto-
cols, a private mass will 
take place on January 25th 
at St. Benedict Catholic 
Church in Crystal River 
with immediate family.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Lindsay 
Cockerell, 34

C I T R U S 
S P R I N G S

A Celebration of Life for 
Lindsay Nicole Cockerell, 
age 34 of Citrus Springs 
will be held 5:00 pm 
Thursday, January 28, 2021 

at the 
B e v e r l y 
H i l l s 
Chapel of 
H o o p e r 
Fu n e r a l 
H o m e s . 
The fam-
ily will re-
c e i v e 
f r i e n d s 

one hour prior to service 
at the chapel. Online con-
dolences may be made to 
the family at www.hooper 
funeralhome.com.

Those who wish may 
make donations to the 
ASPCA in Lindsay’s name 
at www.secure.aspca.org .

Lindsay was born on 
September 30, 1986 in Ow-
ensboro, KY to Charles 
and Stephani (Worthing-
ton) Cockerell. She passed 
away on January 16, 2021.

Lindsay was a graduate 
of Crystal River High 
School, Crystal River, FL, 
and worked as a waitress 
for Main Street Restau-
rant in Beverly Hills, FL, 
Norton’s Riverside Sports 
Bar & Grill and Lollygag-
gers Sports Pub & Grill 
both in Crystal River. She 
loved Disney, enjoyed 
watching movies espe-
cially Star Wars and also 
enjoyed traveling which 
included going on cruises.

She was an outgoing 
person who enjoyed life 
and was friend to all she 
met.

Lindsay is predeceased 
by her father, sister Chel-
sie, brother Cameron, her 
maternal grandfather 
David Worthington, pater-
nal grandparents Noble 
and Aline Cockerell and 
Aunts Connie, Diane and 
Vonnell.

She is survived by her 
mother Stephani Worth-
ington Cockerell of Citrus 
Springs, FL; maternal 
grandmother Doris Worth-
ington, of Citrus Springs, 
FL; 5 Aunts: Kathleen 
(Ken) Woodcock Gibb of 
Morgantown, KY; Jewlene 
(John) Towery of Utica, 
KY; Alice (Steve) Simmons 
of Owensboro, KY; Eve 
(Greg) Sapp of Melbourne, 
FL; and Candy Pate of Ow-
ensboro, KY; 5 uncles: 
Floyd (Connie) Cockerell 
of Utica, KY; Max (Sharon) 
Cockerell of Lawrence-
burg, KY; David Cockerell 
and Ronnie Cockerell 
both of Owensboro, KY; 
Jerry (Christie) Cockerell 
of Lewisburg, KY; many 
cousins and friends. She 
will be deeply missed by 
her family and friends. Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Hooper 
Funeral Homes & 
Crematory.

Dale Havre
I N V E R N E S S

As Citrus County’s first 
ophthalmologist, Dale 
Charles Havre served 
thousands of patients in 
the 20 years of his career 
spent at his practice in In-
verness, FL. Preceded in 

death by 
his par-
e n t s 
C h a r l e s 
Havre, Jr. 
and Violet 
L e w i s 
Havre, Dr. 
H a v r e 
p a s s e d 
away on 

January 16, 2021 at Citrus 
Memorial Hospital.

Prior to moving to Inver-
ness with his family in 
1975, Dr. Havre practiced 
in northeast Ohio where 
he was born on August 26, 
1935. Following his under-
graduate degree from 
Kenyon College in Gam-
bier, Ohio, Dr. Havre 
earned his medical degree 
from (Case) Western Re-
serve University’s School 
of Medicine in Cleveland, 
OH.

He also served in the 
U.S. Air Force in Orlando, 
FL, achieving the rank of 
captain and receiving 
commendation for his ser-
vice as Chief, Ophthalmol-
ogy Services and Officer in 
Charge of the Air Force 
Clinic.

In addition to his oph-
thalmology practice in In-
verness, Dr. Havre was a 
member of Our Lady of 
Fatima Church. A lifelong 
learner, he frequently 
penned a column for the 
Citrus Chronicle in the 
1980’s and served as editor 
of The Journal of the Flor-
ida Medical Association 
for many years. In retire-
ment, he enjoyed wood-
working and being with 
family.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his wife of 64 years, 
Carol (Vargo) Havre; four 
children: Julie Havre of 
Inverness, FL; Charles 
Havre and wife Deborah 
of Tampa, FL; John Havre 
and wife Heather of 
Shaker Heights, OH; and 
Cynthia Preston and hus-
band David of Bay Shore, 
NY; 12 grandchildren; and 
four great grandchildren.

A private Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be held at 
Our Lady of Fatima on 
Monday, January 25, 2021 
at 11:00 a.m. Burial with 
Military Honors will fol-
low at Florida National 
Cemetery.

The Chas. E Davis Fu-
neral Home is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. In lieu of flowers 
the family wishes dona-
tions to be made to the Hu-
mane Society of Citrus 
County.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.
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Special to the Chronicle

The Florida Department of 
Health in Citrus County 
(DOH-Citrus) will be mailing 
second dose appointment post-
cards to individuals who re-
ceived their first dose of the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
from DOH-Citrus.

Anyone who received their 

first dose on Jan. 5, 7 and 9 will 
receive an appointment post-
card in the mail with a date, 
time and location to get their 
second dose from DOH-Citrus.

Individuals who live together 
and received their first dose on 
the same day may receive sepa-
rate postcards with different ap-
pointment dates and times.

Choose one date and time 

listed on either postcard to re-
ceive the second dose together. 
Do not arrive earlier than 15 
minutes prior to your appoint-
ment time.

You must bring the COVID-19 
vaccination record card re-
ceived after getting the first 
dose, the postcard, as well as an-
other signed Department of 
Health COVID-19 vaccine 

screening and consent, avail-
able on www.CitrusCounty 
Health.org.

There will be consent forms 
available on-site for those who 
do not have access to the com-
puter, or you can visit any Citrus 
County library to print the form 
at no cost. If you do not bring the 
COVID-19 vaccination record 
card, you will not be able to 

receive your second dose from 
DOH-Citrus.

If you received your first dose 
from DOH-Citrus and do not re-
ceive a postcard by Jan.29, call 
352-527-0068 and press menu op-
tion 9 and then 3. Wait until 
Jan. 29 to call in order to avoid 
overloading the phone systems.

For more information, go to 
www.CitrusCountyHealth.org.

Citrus prepares for vaccine second doses

Graphic courtesy of the Florida 
Department of Health Citrus County



But there were legiti-
mate fears, he said, that the 
canal, first proposed at 30 
feet deep, would disrupt 
the Florida aquifer beneath 
it and allow for saltwater 
intrusion.

As for his operation, the 
Hollins family feared the 
canal would cut through 
the cattle and timber opera-
tion, dividing the ranch in 
half, in addition to creating 
potential groundwater 
problems.

Eventually, the Hollins 
family sold nearly 4,500 
acres to Florida Power, 
7,000 acres to Florida as 
land around the canal and 
later trail, and 7,500 acres 
to Holcim Mining and De-
velopment Corporation, 
which is south of the Cross 
Florida Barge Canal.

“We didn’t want the 
canal,” Hollins said. “But 
they put the canal in there 
anyway.”

Being opposed to the 
canal was complicated, 
Hollins recalled.

Many in the public 
thought the project would 
create jobs and spark new 
manufacturing. And it 
meant a new and cheaper 
way to transport those 
products, he said.

Many in the public didn’t 
like resistance to the proj-
ect, Hollins recalled for the 
Chronicle.

“The public looks at it as 
the landowner stopping 
progress,” he said.

For most in support of 
the project it came down to 
economics.

“The driver of the en-
gines for the barge canal 
was the jobs,” he recalled. 
“And it was going to create 
and save time.”

n n n
The idea of a canal cut-

ting across Florida began 
nearly 200 years ago. 
During the Great Depres-
sion, that momentum only 
grew.

With the Great Depres-
sion of the 1930s leaving 
millions unemployed and 
struggling, President 
Franklin Roosevelt ap-
proved $5 million in federal 
funds for the project to 

stimulate the economy and 
provide jobs.

In 1935, the Army Corps 
of Engineers made plans 
for the Gulf Atlantic Ship 
Canal, a 30-foot deep water-
way that would allow large 
vessels to cross the state 
through Ocala.

But almost immediately 
there were concerns about 
the aquifer and environ-
mentalists managed to stall 
sections of the canal for de-
cades, according to the 
book “Ditch of Dreams: The 
Cross Florida Barge Canal 
and the Struggle for Flori-
da’s Future.”

But in 1964, new funding 
allowed construction to re-
sume. And President Lyn-
don Johnson even presided 
over the groundbreaking 
ceremony.

This time national de-
fense was touted as an addi-
tional factor regarding the 
need for the canal.

The idea was that the 
canal would provide a shel-
tered waterway, especially 
for oil tankers, as they made 
their way from the oil fields 
of Texas and Oklahoma to 
the refineries of New York, 
according to “Ditch of 
Dreams.”

But there were still con-
cerns that a 30-foot deep 
canal would undermine the 
aquifer and risk saltwater 
intrusion, so a new plan 
was developed to build it 
only 12 feet deep.

To make that work, pro-
ponents of the Cross Flor-
ida Barge Canal planned a 

series of locks and dams 
that would allow a commer-
cial waterway to be created 
from Jacksonville to Yan-
keetown, north of Tampa 
and west of Ocala. Some of 
the locks were even built 
and now stand abandoned 
in the Ocala National 
Forest.

n n n
In the 1960s, the barge 

canal by Hollins’ property 
was constructed, despite 
his family’s opposition. 
Being a successful busi-
nessman, he and his family 
tried making the best of 
what he could.

He built a shoot off the 
canal that barges could 
enter and where he could 
load and ship lumber and 
other products from the 
ranch. If it was going to be 
built, he would try and 
make use of it, he said.

But there were problems 
from the start.

“The biggest issue with 
the barge canal ... was that 
it wasn’t wide enough or 
deep enough,” he said.

The barge canal by his 
property could only accom-
modate 4,000 ton barges. In 
comparison, the Florida 
Power canal, which is 25 
feet to 28 feet deep, could 
accommodate 14,000 ton 
barges.

Hollins said the project 
still could have worked 
even if the canal had been 
limited to 12-15 feet on the 
west side and deeper on the 
east.

“The best scenario would 
have been to dig the canal 
with a linear park,” Hollins 
said.

Meanwhile, in 1969, five 
years into the canal project 
in Citrus County, local offi-
cials were getting ready to 
use the project to boost 
local development.

That year, the county 
commission, along with a 
local port authority, com-
missioned a port feasibility 
study.

The study was completed 
and analyzed what goods 
could be brought in, 
shipped out, and the costs 
to do it, along with the cost 
to operate the port.

According to the study, 
the local port authority in 
1969 even designated 55 
square miles adjacent to 
the barge canal as “Port Cit-
rus Area.”  

The report described the 
Citrus County area along 
the canal as ideal for port 
facilities and industry and 
included several terminals 
along a 10-mile-long stretch 
of the canal, even to the 
east side of U.S. 19.

The report predicted the 
canal would also bring ad-
ditional industry to the 
area. One proposal was a 
brewery. The estimated 
cost of a port was $2.8 
million.  

The canal and port would 
have allowed Citrus to com-
pete with Ocala with its in-
terstate, airport and rail, 

Hollins said.

n n n
Of course, the port didn’t 

come to pass.
The good that came out of 

the failed plan was the gre-
enway trail, Hollins said, 
which he now volunteers to 
help maintain.

“That park is used by a 
lot of people,” Hollins said.

Nell Rhodes’ family op-
erated a fishing resort and 
heating and air condition-
ing business in Dunnellon. 
Rhodes, now 89, said her 
family would stamp all 
their mail correspondence 
with a slogan supporting 
the canal project and ask-
ing others to do the same.

“We put that on every-
thing,” she recalled, 
laughing.

Rhodes and her family 
saw the barge canal as an 
economic engine that 
would have lifted much of 
backwater Citrus County 
into the modern era.

“We would have had 
more growth, more com-
mercial jobs, more tour-
ism,” she said.
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New Year!

New Smile!
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Pontic with bridge

(3 units or more)
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Continued from Page A1

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle
A boat heads west out of the Brage Canal toward the Gulf of Mexico.

See DTICHPage A10



Free fishing clinic 
returns for kids; 
registration open
Registration is open for the 

17th annual Kids Fishing 
Clinic. This catch-and-release 
event will be from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 20, at 
Fort Island Trail Park in Crys-
tal River.

Participants must be ac-
companied by an adult and 
each child will receive a free 
fishing rod and reel.

Pre-registration is required 
at apm.activecommunities.
com/citruscountyparks.

Learn the basics of environ-
mental stewardship, fishing 
ethics, angling skills and 
safety.

For information, call 
352-527-7540. 

United Way 
assisting Citrus 

County residents
The United Way of Citrus 

County has received 
$450,000 from the county to 
assist Citrus County residents 
who have been financially im-
pacted by COVID-19.

Individuals interested in ap-
plying for assistance should 
visit citrusunitedway.org or 
United Way of Citrus County’s 
Facebook page to fill out an 
application.

Once the application is re-
ceived, a United Way staff 
member will contact the appli-
cant to schedule an 
appointment.

Call 352-795-5483 for 
more information.

Sean Arnold
Riverland News

An ALDI supermarket 
store is set to open in the 
Dunnellon Plaza near the 
Dollar Tree sometime in 
2021.

An ALDI representative 
confirmed the plans, 
though was unable to give a 
specific date. An applica-
tion on behalf of the Ger-
man-based discount grocer 
chain has been approved 
by the city, and a permit is 
pending a contractor 
selection.

“We are excited to open 
our first store in Dunnellon 
this year; however, we do 
not have specific timing de-
tails to share at the mo-
ment,” said Matt Thon, 
Haines City division vice 
president for ALDI.

Thon said the company 
expects to employ 15 to 20 
people at the store upon its 
opening. Those interested 
in employment can visit ca-
reers.aldi.us.

KW Realty Fund II, LLC 
r e c e n t l y  p o u r e d 
$2 million of upgrades into 
the shopping center after 

its purchase of the plaza in 
2018, and soon welcomed 
Dollar Tree.

ALDI is a fast-growing 
chain in the U.S. and Flor-
ida, with more than 2,000 
stores across 37 states, in-
cluding more than 160 in 
Florida. Thon said it ex-
pects to become the 
third-largest grocery re-
tailer by store county by the 
end of 2022.

There are currently three 
ALDI locations in Marion 
County, the nearest being 
the site along SW State 
Road 200 next to Lowe’s in 
west Marion County.

Thon said the company 
had no information to share 
about a potential ALDI 
store opening in Williston. 
A development is under-
way at the site of the old 
Williston High School, 
where a Popeye’s will soon 
open this year.
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 CANVAS PRODUCTS

 • Awnings
 • Carports 
 • Repairs

 SHADY VIEW CANVAS
 6828 S. Shady View Pt. • Floral City

 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 (352)   613-2518
 Richard Rudman

 • Boat Covers 
 •  Marine Upholstery
 • Boat Tops
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 PEST CONTROL

 State Certified / State Licensed

 Local Hometown Business

 CALL NOW FOR A CHANGE!

 352-527-9373

 A LTMAN ’ S  F AMILY  P EST  C ONTROL
 & L ANDSCAPING

 A LTMAN ’ S  F AMILY  P EST  C ONTROL
 & L ANDSCAPING

 • Lawn & Shrub Maintenance
 • Lawn & Pest Control Services • Residential & Commercial

 FREE INSPECTIONS • FREE ESTIMATES 00
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 Insured & Bonded

 24 Hours a Day • 7 Days a Week

 352-560-3360
 Independently owned and 

 operated. Lic #EC13003381

 ELECTRIC

 Full Service Electrical Contractor
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 LICENSED
 & INSURED  www.michaelsfloorcoveringinc.net

 FLOORING

 WHERE QUALITY AND VALUE COME TOGETHER
 685 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy. (1 Mile West of Lowe’s on Hwy. 44) Lecanto

 341-0813  MON-FRI 8:30-5 
 SAT 9-4

 EVENINGS BY 
 APPOINTMENT

 Visit
 Us

 www.PreventDryerFiresNow.com
 352-628-2291

 CBC1252474

 DRYER VENT 
 CLEANING

 $ 100
 $ave Electricity

 PREVENT FIRE!

 Trust Us To Do It  RIGHT!  We’re  FULLY INSURED  for 
 Both General Liability  AND  Workers’ Comp!
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20202020

 Call Today & Schedule
 Your Peace-of- M ind Pump- O ut!

 • Pump Outs • Re-Sale Inspections
 • Lift Stations • Grease Traps
 • Residential Sewer Line Cleaning
 • Drainfield Installation & Repair

 24 HR .  EMERGENCY SERVICE
 Licensed & Insured

 CA0221

 SEPTIC SERVICE
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 AAA
 ROOFING  563-0411 • 726-8917

 24  TIME BEST OF 
 THE BEST WINNER!

 FREE  Wind & Hail Inspection
 REFERENCES UPON REQUEST

 CALL US FIRST
 IF YOU HAVE ANY DAMAGE!
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 License #CCC057537

 ROOFING
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 • No Hidden Fees
 • Satisfaction Guarantee
 • Fixed Right Promise
 • Anytime Service

 Call us at 352-794-1018
 Learn more at www.aireserv.com/citrus-county

 Don’t Sweat the Small 
 Stuff. Or the Temperature 

 of your home.
 WE SPECIALIZE IN HVAC SERVICE, 

 REPLACEMENT, & REPAIR.

 AIRE SERV , a 
 Neighborly brand 

 since 1992
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 WE FIX
 BAD WATER!

 NATURE’S RESOURCE
 www.naturesresourcefl.com

 WHOLE HOUSE WATER SYSTEMS

 352-666-1005
 Call Today For Your FREE Water Analysis & Estimate

 Family Owned 
 & Operated 
 Since 1996

 WATER SYSTEM SALES, SERVICE & REPAIR
 100% Financing Available • Major Credit Cards Accepted

 Check and adjust most
 makes or models of

 water softener conditioners

      $ 59 95
 set timer, clean screens,

 adjust all settings, test water,
 check regeneration cycle.

 Reg.
 $69.95

 Limited 
 time 
 offer!

 Expires 1/31/2021

 GUTTERS & SCREENS

 Free Estimates | Licensed and Insured
 2258 N. Florida Ave., Hernando

 Seamless Gutters
 Pool & Lanai Screen Enclosures

 Garage Door Sliders • Patio Covers
 Rescreening • Aluminum & Vinyl Work

 Serving
 Citrus County
 for 15 Years!

 Credit 
 Cards

 Accepted

 Veteran 
 Owned
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 Office: 352-419-8578

 No 
 Interest 

 Financing 
 Available

 1023 E. Norvell Bryant Hwy.,
 Hernando, 34442

 In The Alesci’s Corner Plaza
 www.CitrusLiftChairShowroom.com

 AT THIS TIME - DUE TO THE VIRUS SITUATION WE ARE 
 OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY - CALL 352-419-4009

 WE HAVE THOUSANDS READY 
 FOR SAME DAY DELIVERY

 OVER 
 50 CHAIRS

 TO TRY!

 SHOP AT HOME SERVICE AVAILABLE
 All we sell are Reclining Lift Chairs
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 Citrus

 BUY 1ST CHAIR AT REGULAR PRICE
 GET 2ND CHAIR AT 50% OFF

 Offer Good Only When Purchasing White Glove Delivery & Setup

 352-419-4009
 WE ANSWER OUR PHONES 7 DAYS FROM 10AM-7PM

 The Industry Leader

 Ocala Shutters 
 & Blinds

 INCLUDES FREE
 INSTALLATION 1 5 %

 OFF

 Verticals - Faux Wood Blinds - Shutters - Shades - Cellular Shades

 Professional Staff w/35 Years of Experience
 Prompt Delivery

 To schedule a FREE in home consultation
 and on the spot quote call us at

 352-816-3082

 Appt. Times Going Fast

 SCHEDULE NOW
 000ZNLD

 PLANTATION SHUTTERS

ADVERTISING
For information about
how your business can 
advertise on this page 

please call
Lori Driver 352-564-2931.

ALDI to open store in Dunnellon
An ALDI store in 

Gainesville. The discount 
grocer chain expects to 

open a store in Dunnellon 
this year.

SEAN ARNOLD/Riverland News

Around the COUNTY

— From staff reports



Republican State Com-
mitteewoman Avis Craig 
said her concern is for 
younger voters who, 
pumped up in their support 
of Trump, joined the party 
only to see their favorite 
candidate lose.

“My concern is for young 
people who are disen-
chanted with the process,” 
she said. “We need to en-
sure people feel there is a 
future in the party.”

The party’s direction 
post-Trump will depend on 
how Republicans view 
Trump’s four years in 
office.

“I do not see the party 
pulling away from his ac-
complishments,” Craig 
said.

Craig said the party’s 
challenge is to continue 
seeking leaders who can 
rally the citizenry. 

“It’s just a matter of 
which candidates come for-
ward that are most akin to 
their views and philoso-
phies,” she said.

Despite the slight drop, 
Citrus County remains sol-
idly Republican. Of the 
county’s 118,808 registered 
voters, 51% are Republican. 
Democrats and the cate-
gory called “others” — 
minor parties or no-party 
affiliation — split the rest.

Craig and Moberley said 
the party will continue at-
tracting voters regardless 
whether Trump is a party 
figurehead or not.

“With the passage of 
time, and I’m talking in gen-
eralities, people can have 
short memories,” Craig 
said. “I think we’ll be fine.”
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 PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
 PROPOSED ENACTMENT
 PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Inverness 
 Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council of the City 
 of Inverness will hold Public Hearings pursuant to Section166.041 
 Florida Statutes, to consider proposed Annexation and Small 
 Scale Amendments to the City of Inverness Comprehensive Plan 
 and proposed Amendment to the Zoning Map of the City of 
 Inverness, Florida as follows:

 ORDINANCE NO. 2021-760

 AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF INVERNESS, 
 FLORIDA, CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT 725 
 LONGFELLOW TERRACE, SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 19 
 SOUTH, RANGE 20 EAST CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
 PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 171, FLORIDA STATUTES 
 PROVIDING FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SAID 
 ANNEXATION; DESCRIBING THE AREA TO BE ANNEXED; 
 PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR THE 
 REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING 
 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 AND

 ORDINANCE NO.  2021-761

 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP OF 
 THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 AS REQUIRED IN SECTIONS 163.3161 THROUGH AND 
 INCLUDING:

 SECTION 163.3248, FLORIDA STATUTES; DETAILING THE 
 LAND USE CHANGE INVOLVED AND AMENDING THE FUTURE 
 LAND USE MAP FOR THE PROPERTY SPECIFICALLY 
 DESCRIBED HEREIN; RECLASSIFYING .011 ACRES OF 
 ANNEXED PROPERTY FROM CITRUS COUNTY LOW 
 INTENSITY COASTAL LAKES (“CL”) TO CITY OF INVERNESS 
 LOW DENSITY (“LD”); PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT; 
 PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL 
 OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR 
 INCLUSION IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; AND PROVIDING 
 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 AND

 ORDINANCE NO.  2021-762

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA, 
 AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
 INVERNESS, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
 MAP FOR .011 ACRES FROM CITRUS COUNTY COASTAL 
 LAKES RESIDENTIAL (“CLR”) TO CITY OF INVERNESS 
 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (“R1”); PROVIDING FOR 
 SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE LAND 
 DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 
 CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
 EFFECTIVE DATE.

 Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting:
 Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 5:00 pm

 1st Reading for City Council:
 Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 5:30 pm

 Adoption Public Hearing for City Council:
 Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 5:30 pm

 All interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with 
 respect to the proposed ordinances.

 Copy of the proposed ordinance will be on file and available for 
 inspection by the public in the office of the City Clerk in the City 
 Hall, 212 W. Main Street, Inverness, Florida, between the hours of 
 8:30 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday of each week.

 Be advised that if any person or persons may wish to appeal a 
 decision of the City Council of the City of Inverness, Florida, made 
 at this meeting, a record of the proceedings will be needed by 
 such person or persons and a verbatim record may be needed.

 This Notice is issued under my hand as the President of the City 
 Council of the City of Inverness this December 15, 2020.

 Attest:  /s/  Susan Jackson  /s/ Jacquie Hepfer
 City Clerk  President of City Council

 Publish as a legal ad three times in the Citrus County Chronicle – January 24, 2021, 
 February 6, 2021 and February 25, 2021.
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 PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
 PROPOSED ENACTMENT
 PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Inverness 
 Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council of the City 
 of Inverness will hold Public Hearings pursuant to Section166.041 
 Florida Statutes, to consider proposed Annexation and Small 
 Scale Amendments to the City of Inverness Comprehensive Plan 
 and proposed Amendment to the Zoning Map of the City of 
 Inverness, Florida as follows:

 ORDINANCE NO. 2021-763

 AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF INVERNESS, 
 FLORIDA, CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT 805 
 LONGFELLOW TERRACE, SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 19 
 SOUTH, RANGE 20 EAST CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
 PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 171, FLORIDA STATUTES 
 PROVIDING FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SAID 
 ANNEXATION; DESCRIBING THE AREA TO BE ANNEXED; 
 PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR THE 
 REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING 
 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 AND

 ORDINANCE NO.  2021-764

 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP OF 
 THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 AS REQUIRED IN SECTIONS 163.3161 THROUGH AND 
 INCLUDING:

 SECTION 163.3248, FLORIDA STATUTES; DETAILING THE 
 LAND USE CHANGE INVOLVED AND AMENDING THE FUTURE 
 LAND USE MAP FOR THE PROPERTY SPECIFICALLY 
 DESCRIBED HEREIN; RECLASSIFYING .011 ACRES OF 
 ANNEXED PROPERTY FROM CITRUS COUNTY LOW 
 INTENSITY COASTAL LAKES (“CL”) TO CITY OF INVERNESS 
 LOW DENSITY (“LD”); PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT; 
 PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL 
 OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR 
 INCLUSION IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; AND PROVIDING 
 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 AND

 ORDINANCE NO.  2021-765

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA, 
 AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
 INVERNESS, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
 MAP FOR .011 ACRES FROM CITRUS COUNTY COASTAL 
 LAKES RESIDENTIAL (“CLR”) TO CITY OF INVERNESS 
 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (“R1”); PROVIDING FOR 
 SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE LAND 
 DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 
 CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
 EFFECTIVE DATE.

 Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting:
 Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 5:00 pm

 1st Reading for City Council:
 Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 5:30 pm

 Adoption Public Hearing for City Council:
 Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 5:30 pm

 All interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with 
 respect to the proposed ordinances.

 Copy of the proposed ordinance will be on file and available for 
 inspection by the public in the office of the City Clerk in the City 
 Hall, 212 W. Main Street, Inverness, Florida, between the hours of 
 8:30 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday of each week.

 Be advised that if any person or persons may wish to appeal a 
 decision of the City Council of the City of Inverness, Florida, made 
 at this meeting, a record of the proceedings will be needed by 
 such person or persons and a verbatim record may be needed.

 This Notice is issued under my hand as the President of the City 
 Council of the City of Inverness this December 15, 2020.

 Attest:  /s/  Susan Jackson  /s/ Jacquie Hepfer
 City Clerk  President of City Council

 Publish as a legal ad three times in the Citrus County Chronicle – January 24, 2021, 
 February 6, 2021 and February 25, 2021.
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 PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
 PROPOSED ENACTMENT
 PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Inverness 
 Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council of the City 
 of Inverness will hold Public Hearings pursuant to Section166.041 
 Florida Statutes, to consider proposed Annexation and Small 
 Scale Amendments to the City of Inverness Comprehensive Plan 
 and proposed Amendment to the Zoning Map of the City of 
 Inverness, Florida as follows:

 ORDINANCE NO. 2021-766

 AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF INVERNESS, 
 FLORIDA, CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT 809 
 LONGFELLOW TERRACE, SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 19 
 SOUTH, RANGE 20 EAST CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
 PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 171, FLORIDA STATUTES 
 PROVIDING FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SAID 
 ANNEXATION; DESCRIBING THE AREA TO BE ANNEXED; 
 PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR THE 
 REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING 
 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 AND

 ORDINANCE NO.  2021-767

 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP OF 
 THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 AS REQUIRED IN SECTIONS 163.3161 THROUGH AND 
 INCLUDING:

 SECTION 163.3248, FLORIDA STATUTES; DETAILING THE 
 LAND USE CHANGE INVOLVED AND AMENDING THE FUTURE 
 LAND USE MAP FOR THE PROPERTY SPECIFICALLY 
 DESCRIBED HEREIN; RECLASSIFYING .011 ACRES OF 
 ANNEXED PROPERTY FROM CITRUS COUNTY LOW 
 INTENSITY COASTAL LAKES (“CL”)  TO CITY OF INVERNESS 
 LOW DENSITY (“LD”); PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT; 
 PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL 
 OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR 
 INCLUSION IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; AND PROVIDING 
 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 AND

 ORDINANCE NO.  2021-768

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA, 
 AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
 INVERNESS, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
 MAP FOR .011 ACRES FROM CITRUS COUNTY COASTAL 
 LAKES RESIDENTIAL (“CLR”) TO CITY OF INVERNESS 
 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (“R1”); PROVIDING FOR 
 SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE LAND 
 DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 
 CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
 EFFECTIVE DATE.

 Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting:
 Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 5:00 pm

 1st Reading for City Council:
 Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 5:30 pm

 Adoption Public Hearing for City Council:
 Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 5:30 pm

 All interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with 
 respect to the proposed ordinances.

 Copy of the proposed ordinance will be on file and available for 
 inspection by the public in the office of the City Clerk in the City 
 Hall, 212 W. Main Street, Inverness, Florida, between the hours of 
 8:30 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday of each week.

 Be advised that if any person or persons may wish to appeal a 
 decision of the City Council of the City of Inverness, Florida, made 
 at this meeting, a record of the proceedings will be needed by 
 such person or persons and a verbatim record may be needed.

 This Notice is issued under my hand as the President of the City 
 Council of the City of Inverness this December 15, 2020.

 Attest:  /s/  Susan Jackson  /s/ Jacquie Hepfer
 City Clerk  President of City Council

 Publish as a legal ad three times in the Citrus County Chronicle – January 24, 2021, 
 February 6, 2021 and February 25, 2021.
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Continued from Page A1

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle file
In this May 2019 file photo, Ray Carsillo takes a photo of 
Ally Bedson as she stands with a cardboard cutout of then-
President Donald Trump at the Citrus County President 
Trump Republican Club’s rally in Istachatta. Since Trump’s 
re-election loss, the club has dissolved.

Rhodes remembers her 
husband writing letters to 
elected officials in Talla-
hassee supporting the 
canal and encouraging 
them to push on for the 
project.

“But I have a neighbor 
for 50 years ... and she was 
against it,” she recalled.

The subject was a 
prickly one, but Rhodes 
said friends and neighbors 
were still civil about their 
disagreements back then.

“Lots of people had 
their opinion about it ... 
but we saw it as an eco-
nomic boom for the area,” 
she said.

She said she thought 
environmentalists overre-
acted and that Nixon gave 

in so he could focus on 
getting the Alaska pipe-
line built, so shutting 
down the canal was a 
tradeoff.

But that was politics, 
she said, and the canal 
was a casualty of it.

She is nostalgic about 
what could have been, and 
says nothing like it will 
ever be proposed again.

Hollins said the green-
way is a Florida gem, but 
wonders also what posi-
tives the canal could have 
brought.

“Instead, we got a 
ditch,” he said.

“But the way I look at it 
now is that they took 
something that was a 
dream and it didn’t come 
true,” he said. “But the 
greenway trail did a great 
job of taking this boon-
doggle and turning it into 
a beautiful linear park.”  

DITCH
Continued from Page A8
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Puffin stuff: 
Herring rules 

could boost bird
BATH, Maine — The 

commercial fishery for her-
ring has suffered in recent 
years due to new restric-
tions, but those same rules 
could benefit some of 
Maine’s most beloved birds 
— puffins.

Atlantic puffins, known for 
their colorful beaks and 
waddling walks, were once 
nearly gone from Maine, the 
only U.S. state where they 
nest. Decades of conserva-
tion work have brought 
Maine’s population of the 
birds to about 1,300 pairs 
that nest on small islands 
off the coast.

Those same Gulf of 
Maine waters are an import-
ant area for the U.S. herring 
fishery. The fishery has had 
to contend with quota cuts 
in recent years because of 
federal efforts to protect the 
fish’s population, and more 
restrictions are on the way. 

The U.S. catch of herring, 
based mostly in Maine and 
Massachusetts, fell from 
more than 200 million 
pounds in 2014 to less than 
25 million pounds in 2019.

The herring fishery is fac-
ing a new set of restrictions 
from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration starting Feb. 10. The 
restrictions include a prohi-
bition on the use of certain 
fishing gear in inshore wa-
ters. They also include new 
rules that account for her-
ring’s role in the ecosystem, 
federal documents state.

Associated Press
In this Saturday, July 20, 
2019 photo, an Atlantic 
puffin rests on Eastern 
Egg Rock, a small island 
off the coast of Maine. 
The beaks of puffins 
become brightly colored 
during the breeding 
season. The color fades 
during their winter months 
at sea.
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Andrew Dalton
AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES — Larry King, 
the suspenders-sporting every-
man whose broadcast interviews 
with world leaders, movie stars 
and ordinary Joes helped define 
American conversation for a 
half-century, died Saturday. He 
was 87.

King died at Cedars-Sinai Med-
ical Center in Los Angeles, his 
production company, Ora Media, 
tweeted. No cause of death was 
given, but a spokesperson said 
Jan. 4 that King had COVID-19, 
had received supplemental oxy-
gen and had been moved out of 
intensive care. His son Chance 
Armstrong also confirmed King’s 
death, CNN reported.

A longtime nationally syndi-
cated radio host, from 1985 
through 2010 he was a nightly fix-
ture on CNN, where he won many 
honors, including two Peabody 
awards.

With his celebrity interviews, 
political debates and topical dis-
cussions, King wasn’t just an en-
during on-air personality. He also 
set himself apart with the curios-
ity he brought to every interview, 
whether questioning the assault 
victim known as the Central Park 
jogger or billionaire industrialist 
Ross Perot, who in 1992 rocked 
the presidential contest by an-
nouncing his candidacy on King’s 
show.

In its early years, “Larry King 
Live” was based in Washington, 
which gave the show an air of 
gravitas. Likewise King. He was 
the plainspoken go-between 
through whom Beltway bigwigs 
could reach their public, and they 
did, earning the show prestige as 
a place where things happened, 
where news was made.

King conducted an estimated 
50,000 on-air interviews. In 1995 
he presided over a Middle East 
peace summit with PLO Chair-
man Yasser Arafat, King Hussein 
of Jordan and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin. He welcomed 
everyone from the Dalai Lama to 
Elizabeth Taylor, from Mikhail 

Gorbachev to Barack Obama, Bill 
Gates to Lady Gaga.

Especially after he relocated to 
Los Angeles, his shows were fre-
quently in the thick of breaking 
celebrity news, including Paris 
Hilton talking about her stint in 
jail in 2007 and Michael Jackson’s 
friends and family members 
talking about his death in 2009.

King boasted of never overpre-
paring for an interview. His non-
confrontational style relaxed his 
guests and made him readily re-
latable to his audience.

“I don’t pretend to know it all,” 
he said in a 1995 Associated Press 
interview. “Not, ‘What about Ge-
neva or Cuba?’ I ask, ‘Mr. Presi-
dent, what don’t you like about 
this job?’ Or ‘What’s the biggest 
mistake you made?’ That’s 
fascinating.”

At a time when CNN as the lone 
player in cable news was deemed 

politically neutral, and King was 
the essence of its middle-of-the-
road stance, political figures and 
people at the center of controver-
sies would seek out his show.

And he was known for getting 
guests who were notoriously elu-
sive. Frank Sinatra, who rarely 
gave interviews and often lashed 
out at reporters, spoke to King in 
1988 in what would be the singer’s 
last major TV appearance. Sina-
tra was an old friend of King’s and 
acted accordingly. 

“Why are you here?” King asks. 
Sinatra responds, “Because you 
asked me to come and I hadn’t 
seen you in a long time to begin 
with, I thought we ought to get to-
gether and chat, just talk about a 
lot of things.” 

King had never met Marlon 
Brando, who was even tougher to 
get and tougher to interview, 
when the acting giant asked to 

appear on King’s show in 1994. 
The two hit it off so famously they 
ended their 90-minute talk with a 
song and an on-the-mouth kiss, an 
image that was all over media in 
subsequent weeks. 

After a gala week marking his 
25th anniversary in June 2010, 
King abruptly announced he was 
retiring from his show, telling 
viewers, “It’s time to hang up my 
nightly suspenders.” Named as 
his successor in the time slot: 
British journalist and TV person-
ality Piers Morgan.

By King’s departure that De-
cember, suspicion had grown that 
he had waited a little too long to 
hang up those suspenders. Once 
the leader in cable TV news, he 
ranked third in his time slot with 
less than half the nightly audi-
ence his peak year, 1998, when 
“Larry King Live” drew 1.64 mil-
lion viewers.

A conversation champion
Larry King, broadcasting giant for half-century, dies at 87

Associated Press
In this Oct. 7, 1999 file photo, Donald Trump, right, is interviewed by Larry King during a taping of “Larry King 
Live,” in New York. King, who interviewed presidents, movie stars and ordinary Joes during a half-century in 
broadcasting, has died at age 87. Ora Media, the studio and network he co-founded, tweeted that King died 
Saturday, Jan. 23, at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles.

World BRIEF

Thousands of 
Hong Kongers 
locked down

HONG KONG — Thou-
sands of Hong Kong resi-
dents were locked down in 
their homes Saturday in an 
unprecedented move to 
contain a worsening coro-
navirus outbreak in the city. 

Authorities said in a 
statement that an area 
comprising 16 buildings in 
the city’s Yau Tsim Mong 
district would be locked 
down until all residents 
were tested. Residents 
would not be allowed to 
leave their homes until they 
received their test results to 
prevent cross-infection.

“Persons subject to com-
pulsory testing are required 
to stay in their premises 
until all such persons identi-
fied in the area have under-
gone testing and the test 
results are mostly ascer-
tained,” the government 
statement said.

The restrictions, which 
were announced at 4 a.m. 
in Hong Kong, were ex-
pected to end within 48 
hours, the government said.

Hong Kong has been 
grappling to contain a fresh 
wave of the coronavirus since 
November. Over 4,300 cases 
have been recorded in the 
last two months, making up 
nearly 40% of the city’s total.

Coronavirus cases in Yau 
Tsim Mong district represent 
about half of infections in 
the past week. 

Daria Litvinova 
and Jim Heintz

Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russian police on Saturday ar-
rested hundreds of protesters who took to the 
streets in temperatures as low as minus-50 C 
(minus-58 F) to demand the release of Alexei 
Navalny, the country’s top opposition figure.

Navalny, who is President Vladimir Putin’s 
most prominent and durable foe, was ar-
rested on Jan. 17 when he returned to Mos-
cow from Germany, where he had spent five 
months recovering from a severe nerve-agent 
poisoning that he blames on the Kremlin.

Authorities say his stay in Germany vio-
lated terms of a suspended sentence in a 
criminal conviction in a case that Navalny 
says was illegitimate.

He is to appear in court in early February 
to determine if he will serve the 3 1/2-year 
sentence in prison. 

More than 350 people were detained in 
protests in the Far East and Siberia, accord-
ing to the arrests-monitoring group OVD-
Info, and large demonstrations were 
expected in the afternoon in Moscow, St. Pe-
tersburg and other cities in the European 
section of the country. 

Several thousand people turned out for a 

protest in Yekaterinburg, Russia’s 
fourth-largest city, and demonstrations took 
place in the Pacific port city of Vladivostok, 

the island city of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, and the 
country’s third-largest city of Novosibirsk, 
among other locations. 

Freezing, yet determined protests
Russia arrests 350 demanding release of opposition figure Alexei Navalny

Associated Press
Police block the way to Navalny's supporters during a protest against the jailing of opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny in People gather in St.Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, Jan. 23.

Mark Stevenson,
Rob Gillies and 
Aamer Madhani

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden’s first calls to foreign leaders 
went to Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau and Mexican Presi-
dent Andrés Manuel López Obra-
dor at a strained moment for the 
U.S. relationship with its North 
American neighbors.

Mexico’s president said Saturday 
that Biden told him the U.S. would 
send $4 billion to help development 

in Honduras, El Salvador and Gua-
temala — nations whose hardships 
have spawned tides of migration 
through Mexico toward the United 
States.

López Obrador, who spoke Friday 
with Biden by phone, said the two 
discussed immigration and the 
need to address the root causes of 
why people migrate.

Mexico has stopped recent at-
tempts by caravans of Central 
American migrants to cross 
Mexico.

Biden’s call to Trudeau, also on 
Friday, came after the Canadian 

prime minister this week publicly 
expressed disappointment over 
Biden’s decision to issue an execu-
tive order halting construction of 
the Keystone XL oil pipeline. The 
long-disputed project was pro-
jected to carry some 800,000 barrels 
of oil a day from the tar sands of Al-
berta to the Texas Gulf Coast, pass-
ing through Montana, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma.

Biden told Trudeau that by issu-
ing the order he was following 
through on a campaign pledge to 
stop construction of the pipeline, a 
senior Canadian government 

official told The Associated Press. 
The official spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the private 
conversation.

The White House said in a state-
ment that Biden acknowledged 
Trudeau’s disappointment with his 
Keystone decision.

Biden’s call with López Obrador 
also came at a tense moment — 
days after the Mexican president 
accused the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration of fabricating 
drug trafficking charges against the 
country’s former defense 
secretary.— From wire reports

Mexican leader: Biden offers $4B for Central America
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Veterans Notes are only for special events that 
are open to the public. To find out about regularly 
scheduled post activities that welcome the public 
during the week, including entertainment and 
menus, call the post. For information about post 
members-only activities, call the individual posts 
for a schedule. Call the individual posts regarding 
meeting times and dates. Contributed notices 
must be submitted by Wednesday afternoon be-
fore publication the following Sunday.

NEW THIS WEEK
VFW Post 4252 flea market  

assists veterans in need
Members of VFW Post 4252 will host a flea 

market to benefit veterans in need and their fami-
lies from 7:30 to 1:30 p.m. Sunday, March 21, at 
the post at 3190 N. Carl G. Rose Highway (U.S. 
200), Hernando.

Breakfast food will be available for purchase. 
Table rental is $10 inside; $5 outside. Set up 

will begin after 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 20. 
Call the VFW to reserve a space at 
352-726-3339.

Young artists wanted  
for Patriotic Art Contest

The VFW Post 4252 Auxiliary seeks entries for 
their sponsored Young American Creative Patri-
otic Art Contest.

Young artists wanting to enter the contest 
should call 352-419-8981 and ask for Judy Prive. 
If no answer, leave your name, telephone num-
ber and a brief message to request an applica-
tion to enter this contest.

Deadline to enter is March 31.

COMING UP
Female veterans plan  
monument dedication

After three years of fundraising and months of 
waiting, the Female Veterans Network (FVN) is 
excited to announce the completion of the monu-
ment dedicated to all female military, past, pres-
ent and future. 

A dedication ceremony is planned at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 30, on the grounds of the Old His-
toric County Courthouse in Inverness.

The public is welcome. Masks and social dis-
tancing are strongly encouraged.

For more information on FVN, contact Cynthia 
Henderson, president/founder, at 352-628-6481 
or Jo Monty at 952-239-1027. Visit www.female 
veteransnetwork.org.

GOOD TO KNOW
Annual Purple Heart  
Ceremony canceled

The annual Purple Heart Ceremony hosted 
each February by the combat-wounded veterans 
and associate members of Aaron A. Weaver 
Chapter 776 Military Order of the Purple Heart 
(MOPH), is canceled. Regretfully, cancellation of 
the ceremony is due to the surge in COVID-19 
cases locally and across Florida, as well as the 
CDC guidelines that recommend large, indoor 
gatherings not be held.  

CCVC cancels  
monthly yard sales

Due to the seemingly uncontrollable spread of 
the COVID-19 virus, the Citrus County Veterans 
Coalition (CCVC) has canceled monthly yard 
sales, effective immediately, until further notice. 

We also are not accepting any donated items 
at this time.

All active duty members of the Armed Forces 
are also invited to apply for services. All CDC 
guidelines will be strictly adhered to.During these 
trying times, we wish to adhere to an over abun-
dance of safety in order to protect our staff as 
well as our clients. We ask that you please bear 
with us, until there is some sense of normalcy re-
turned to our lives. 

For information, call 352-400-8952 or visit 
www.veterans-coalition.com. 

Apply for Chapter 776  
MOPH scholarships

Aaron A. Weaver Chapter 776 Military Order of 
the Purple Heart is pleased to announce two 
scholarship opportunities for local graduating 
high school seniors.

Chapter 776’s College of Central Florida (CF) 
Endowed Scholarship awards $1,250 to a gradu-
ating senior accepted or currently enrolled as a 
full time student (12 or more semester credit 
hours) at CF for academic year 2021-22.

Chapter 776’s Sgt. Dennis J. Flanagan Memo-
rial Scholarship awards $1,000 to a graduating 
senior enrolled in the JROTC program and ac-
cepted as a full time student (12 or more semes-
ter credit hours) at any accredited U.S. college 
for Academic Year 2021-22.

The Chapter 776 scholarship information and 
application can be obtained at www.citruspurple 
heart.org, by contacting your school guidance 
department or by either emailing info@citrus 
purpleheart.org or calling 352-382-3847. Chapter 
776 must receive scholarship applications no 
later than 5 p.m. Feb. 26, 2021.

VETERANS NOTES

n Submit information for the Veterans page at least 
two weeks before the event.

n Early submission of  timely material is appreciated, 

but multiple publications cannot be guaranteed.

n Notes tend to run one week prior to the date of  an 
event. Publication on a specific day is not guaranteed.

n Submit material at Chronicle offices in Inverness or  
Crystal River; by fax at 352-563-3280; or email to                     
community@chronicleonline.com.

 Since viewing it, I have used that 
movie’s events to describe many 
points in the life of my family while 
we served our country for nearly 
three decades and subsequent at-
tempts to serve the community 
since retirement. I have decided to 
use the movie sequence to describe 
my experience as a veteran dealing 
with this pandemic during recent 
attempts to be vaccinated. I will, 
however, begin the movie’s action 
sequence in reverse order.

THE UGLY
As everyone would agree, dealing 

with this pandemic is a total night-
mare. Our family has had two imme-
diate members contract the 
coronavirus and we constantly worry 
about others who are educators and 
health care workers, exposed on a 
daily basis. In our own house the 
worry is also fairly significant be-
cause both my wife and I suffer from 
cancer and other health issues that 
would make survival from contract-
ing coronavirus possibly disastrous. 

I have tried time after time to get 
my wife scheduled for the vaccine 
but, to date, it has been completely 
unsuccessful primarily because of 
the limited supplies currently avail-
able in Citrus County. As for me, after 
also being frustrated in the civilian 
health care area, I turned to the Vet-
erans Administration (VA). Thanks to 
the Almighty, today (Monday, Jan. 18) 
I received my first injection of the 
two required and I’d like to relate my 
experience in not only getting it, but 
the trials and tribulations of  
achieving that success.

There is no consistency, 

whatsoever, in how the vaccine pro-
cess is being administered in the VA 
around the country. In some loca-
tions appointments are required, 
while others order you to 
show up in a vehicle and 
wait your turn at a spe-
cific location to receive 
the vaccine. In some of 
those locations they are 
vaccinating only people 
over the age of 85, while 
others are doing it for 
those over 75. 

Actually, I have met 
three veterans in the past 
few days who were well 
under 75 (one in his early 
60’s) and had been sched-
uled or actually received the vacci-
nation from VA. Hearing that 
inconsistency, I contacted a County 
Veterans Service Officer who in-
formed me vaccinations were indeed 
being given for those over 65 but I 
had to call the James A. Haley Veter-
ans Hospital in Tampa to be sched-
uled. I did so and after about 20-30 
minutes on telephone hold while lis-
tening to typical computerized bor-
ing music I was able to speak with an 
individual to request an appoint-
ment. I was informed there were 
three locations providing vaccina-
tions and I chose the closet point, the 
New Port Richey VA Clinic. After an-
swering several questions, I was en-
tered into the VA computer system to 
be scheduled at that location and 
told the clinic would call me for an 
appointment. As we ended our con-
versation, I was suddenly informed 
there were no more appointments 
available in January and when the 
clinic did call me it would be sched-
uled for February. So, I would have 
to wait. It is now four days later and I 
still have not received a call from the 
New Port Richey Clinic.

THE BAD
Yesterday the VA blasted out an 

email to veterans about the Malcom 
Randall VA Hospital in Ocala having 
the vaccine available for any veteran 
over 65 years of age but in order to 
obtain it you must be in a vehicle, 

without an appointment, between 
8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. today at their 
parking garage. I decided to make 
this attempt and arrived around 

7:30 a.m. only to find sev-
eral blocks of vehicles al-
ready lined up as they 
were being directed by 
security to weave in and 
out of the hospital park-
ing garage area to a point 
where an interview 
would be conducted and 
nurses subsequently pro-
viding the injection. 

As I sat there for hours, 
hundreds and hundreds 
of cars began lining up to 
my rear. No occupants 

were permitted to exit their vehicles, 
nor could while moving about 4 feet 
every 5 or 6 minutes in our parade. 
Needless to say, it was a mess. I fi-
nally achieved success, receiving my 
vaccine at 11:40 a.m. and sat in a re-
covery area for another 15 minutes. 

During those four hours of sitting 
in the car, I joined the hundreds of 
others who experienced the bore-
dom, frustration, vehicle breakdowns 
from hours of idling or constant en-
gine restarts and the most difficult 
problem of all, no restrooms being 
made available until you reached the 
parade finish line. The hundreds of 
senior citizen veterans, many with 
health issues including serious blad-
der and bowel control issues, were 
forced to sit in their cars for hours on 
end. If you looked at ages of veterans 
in the parking lot parade, an over-
whelming majority had to be Viet-
nam War veterans and nothing needs 
to be added here about their well-
known health issues. 

Ridiculous is the only word I can 
use to describe this situation. Plus, as 
we weaved around and around the 
parking lot, management had not 
prevented staff from using many 
slots in the angled parking areas ad-
jacent to our paths and it will be a 
miracle if staff vehicles avoided 
damages from parade participants.

THE GOOD
During this parade of veterans I 

had an opportunity to speak with 
many of the nurses, security person-
nel and others placed along our 
route to direct traffic, do interviews, 
administer the vaccination, etc. Two 
things became readily apparent 
making the day much better.

First of all, was the dedication of 
the workers who had been standing 
on the concrete in some very cold air 
for a long time. Some indicated to me 
they had been in place since  
5:30 a.m. while most said since  
7:30 a.m. Not a single one com-
plained despite the conditions or the 
obvious failure of management to 
have a viable program implemented 
to support our veterans and provide 
optimum conditions for the workers. 

As example, I later mentioned my 
experiences to a friend of mine in 
Omaha, Nebraska, who recently ob-
tained his initial vaccination at their 
local VA hospital where all veterans 

Shot support

O
ne of my 
favorite 
movies was 
the Clint 

Eastwood saga “The 
Good, the Bad, and 
the Ugly.”

John Stewart
VETERANS 

VOICES

Associated Press
James Hill, 69, who served separate stints in both the Army and Navy, left, holds his sleeve as Brent Myers, a CVS 
pharmacist, readies to administer the Pfizer covid vaccination, at the Mississippi State Veterans Home in Jackson, 
Miss., Saturday, Jan. 9. Hill was among the first residents to receive the Pfizer COVID vaccination. 

Helping veterans navigate way to a COVID-19 vaccine

Douglas Magee, 78, a retired Army officer and resident of the Mississippi 
State Veterans Home in Jackson, right, is inoculated by Brent Myers, a CVS 
pharmacist, in Jackson, Miss., Saturday, Jan. 9. See SHOT/Page A15
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Illinois Basketball 
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››‡ “The Guardian” (2006, Drama) Kevin Costner. A Coast Guard 
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››› “The Lincoln Lawyer” (2011, Crime Drama) Matthew 
McConaughey, Marisa Tomei. ‘R’ Å

 (CNN) 40 29 40 41 46 Newsroom-Pam Newsroom-Pam Newsroom-Pam Newsroom-Pam CNN Special Report State-Union
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 (FLIX)   118 170    ›‡ “The Cold Light of Day” (2012, Action) 
Henry Cavill. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

››‡ “Armageddon” (1998) Bruce Willis. A hero tries to 
save Earth from an asteroid. ‘PG-13’ Å

››‡ “Red” (2010) Bruce Willis. (In 
Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å
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 (FREEFORM) 29 52 29 20 28 ›››› “Finding Nemo” (2003) Voices of Albert 
Brooks. (In Stereo) ‘G’ Å

›››‡ “Finding Dory” (2016) Voices of Ellen 
DeGeneres. (In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å

››› “The Emperor’s New Groove” (2000) 
Voices of David Spade. ‘G’ Å

 (FS1) 732 112 732    Horse Rc Big East Bowling PBC Collection Å College Basketball
 (FSNFL) 35 39 35    NBA Basketball Charlotte Hornets at Orlando Magic. Postgame In Magic Inside the Magic Sports World Poker

 (FX) 30 60 30   51 ››› “Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” 
(2017) Dwayne Johnson. ‘PG-13’ Å

››‡ “A Dog’s Way Home” (2019) Ashley 
Judd. Premiere. (In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å

››‡ “A Dog’s Way Home” (2019, Children’s) 
Ashley Judd. (In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å

 (GOLF) 727 67 727    PGA Golf Golf Central (N) ‘G’ PGA Tour Golf The American Express, Final Round. Å

 (HALL) 59 68 39 45 54 “Hearts of Winter” 
(2020) Jill Wagner.

“A Winter Getaway” (2021, Romance) 
Nazneen Contractor, Brooks Darnell. ‘NR’ Å

“Frozen in Love” (2018, Romance-Comedy) 
Rachael Leigh Cook, Niall Matter. ‘NR’ Å

Golden 
Girls

Golden 
Girls

 (HBO) 302 201 302 2 2 Real Time With Bill 
Maher ‘MA’ Å

›› “Don’t Let Go” (2019, Suspense) David 
Oyelowo. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

Euphoria: F... Anyone 
Who’s Not

Euphoria: 
F...

›‡ “Wrath of the Titans” (2012) 
Sam Worthington. ‘PG-13’

 (HBO2) 303 202 303    ››› “Walk the Line” (2005, Biography) 
Joaquin Phoenix. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

Euphoria: Trouble Don’t 
Last Always

›› “40 Days and 40 Nights” 
(2002) Josh Hartnett. ‘R’ Å

››› “The Namesake” (2006, 
Drama) Kal Penn. ‘PG-13’ Å

 (HGTV) 23 57 23 42 52 Home Town ‘G’ Å Home Town “A 
Musician’s Retreat” ‘G’

Home Town (N) ‘G’ Å 
(DVS)

Home Town (N) ‘G’ Å Home Town ‘G’ Å Home Town ‘G’ Å

 (HIST) 51 54 51 32 42 Swamp People: 
Serpent Invasion ‘PG’

Swamp People: 
Serpent Invasion ‘PG’

Swamp People: 
Serpent Invasion ‘PG’

Swamp People: 
Serpent Invasion ‘PG’

Swamp People: 
Serpent Invasion ‘PG’

Swamp People: 
Serpent Invasion ‘PG’

 (LIFE) 24 38 24   21 “Whitney” (2015) Yaya DaCosta. Singer 
Whitney Houston marries Bobby Brown.

“Salt-N-Pepa: Special Edition” (2021) G.G. Townson. The journey of 
Cheryl Salt James and Sandra Pepa Denton. ‘NR’ Å

›‡ “No Good Deed” 
(2014) ‘PG-13’

 (LMN) 119 50 119    “My Husband’s Secret Twin” (2019, 
Suspense) Sofia Mattsson. ‘NR’ Å

“The Wrong Prince Charming” (2021, 
Suspense) Vivica A. Fox, James Nitti. ‘NR’ Å

“The Wrong Fiancé” (2021, Drama) Jessica 
Morris, Jason-Shane Scott. ‘NR’ Å

 (MSNBC) 42 41 42    American Voices American Voices Week-Johnson Week-Johnson American Voices Week-Johnson
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SUNDAY EVENING JANUARY 24, 2021 C: Comcast, Citrus  S: Spectrum  D/I: Comcast, Dunnellon & Inglis  F: Oak Forest  H: Holiday Heights

 C S D/I F H 6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
 (NBCSN) 448 26 730    IMSA 

Weather
FIS Alpine Skiing World Cup: 
Women’s Super-G.

Sled Luge FIL World Cup. 
(N Same-day Tape)

Snowboarding IBU

 (NGEO) 109 65 109    To Catch a Smuggler 
“LA Undercover” ‘14’

To Catch a Smuggler 
‘14’ Å

To Catch a Smuggler 
‘PG’ Å

To Catch a Smuggler: 
Secret Stash

Narco Wars: Inside the 
Cartel (N) Å

To Catch a Smuggler: 
Secret Stash

 (NICK) 28 36 28 35 25 Casagran Loud Hustle Danger ›››‡ “Apollo 13” (1995) Tom Hanks, Bill Paxton. (In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å Friends
 (OWN) 125 24 103    Iyanla, Fix My Life 20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’
 (OXY) 123 44 123    Snapped (N) ‘PG’ Exhumed “Written in Blood; Killer Cowboy” Snapped ‘PG’ Å Killer Motive ‘14’ Å Exhumed

 (PARMT) 37 43 37 27 36 ››‡ “National Lampoon’s 
Vacation” (1983) Chevy Chase.

›› “We’re the Millers” (2013, Comedy) Jennifer Aniston, 
Jason Sudeikis, Will Poulter. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

›››‡ “My Cousin Vinny” (1992, Comedy) Joe 
Pesci. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

 (SEC) 745 72      Women’s College 
Basketball

College Basketball Missouri at Tennessee. College Basketball Mississippi State at 
Alabama.

College Football ‘G’

 (SHOW) 340 241 340    “Apollo 
13” ‘PG’

The Circus 
Ins

Shameless Hall of 
Shame (N) ‘MA’

The Circus 
Ins

The Circus 
Ins

Shameless (N) (In 
Stereo) ‘MA’ Å

Your Honor “Part Six” 
‘MA’ Å

Your Honor “Part 
Seven” ‘MA’ Å

 (SUN) 36 31 36    United by 
Sports

Focused 
(N)

Chad 
Hoover

Sport 
Fishing

Sportsman Florida 
Sport

Sport 
Fishing

Reel 
Animals ‘G’

Nissan Super Girl Surf 
Pro 2020

Florida Keys: 
Protecting Paradise ‘G’

 (SYFY) 31 59 31 26 29 ›› “Transformers: The Last Knight” (2017, Action) Mark 
Wahlberg, Anthony Hopkins. ‘PG-13’ Å (DVS)

››› “Avengers: Age of Ultron” (2015) Robert Downey Jr. The 
Avengers reassemble to battle a technological villain. ‘PG-13’

Futurama 
‘PG’

 (TBS) 49 23 49 16 19 ›››‡ “Crazy Rich Asians” (2018) ›››‡ “A Star Is Born” (2018) Bradley Cooper. ‘R’ Å (DVS) Go-Big Show ‘14’

 (TCM) 169 53 169 30 35 ›››‡ “What’s Up, Doc?” (1972, Comedy) 
Barbra Streisand. ‘G’ Å

››› “Send Me No Flowers” (1964, Comedy) 
Rock Hudson, Doris Day. ‘NR’ Å

››› “Sunday in New York” (1963, Romance-
Comedy) Cliff Robertson. ‘NR’ Å

 (TDC) 53 34 53 24 26 Alaska: The Last Frontier Exposed “Homestead 
Heartache” (N) (In Stereo) ‘14’ Å

Alaska: The Last Frontier “Breaking Point” (N) 
(In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å

Building Off the Grid 
“Desert Domes” ‘G’

Building Off the Grid 
“Vail Log Cabin” ‘G’

 (TLC) 50 46 50 29 30 90 Day Fiancé “You So Bad Boy” ‘14’ 90 Day Fiancé “Unsure and Insecure” ‘14’ Unexpected (N) ‘14’ 90 Day Fiancé ‘PG’

 (TMC) 350 261 350    ›››‡ “Hustlers” (2019, Comedy-Drama) 
Constance Wu. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

›› “The Upside” (2017, Comedy-Drama) 
Kevin Hart. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

››‡ “Crooklyn” (1994) Alfre Woodard. Family 
deals with life in 1970s Brooklyn.

 (TNT) 48 33 48 31 34 ›››‡ “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” (2017) Mark 
Hamill. ‘PG-13’ Å (DVS)

›››‡ “Avengers: Endgame” (2019, Action) Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans. The Avengers 
prepare for an epic showdown with Thanos. ‘PG-13’ Å (DVS)

 (TOON) 38 58 38 33  Gumball Gumball Gumball Gumball Burgers American American American Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Rick
 (TRAV) 9 106 9   44 Monsters-Myst. Monsters-Myst. Expedition Bigfoot Expedition Bigfoot Mountain Monsters Mountain Monsters
 (truTV) 25 55 25 98 55 Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers
 (TVL) 32 49 32 34 24 Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two and a Half Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men

 (USA) 47 32 47 17 18 Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Modern 
Family

Modern 
Family

 (WE) 117 69 117    Law & Order 
“Compassion” ‘14’ Å

Law & Order “Ill-
Conceived” ‘14’

Law & Order 
“Darwinian” ‘14’ Å

Law & Order “Payback” 
‘14’ Å

Law & Order (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

Law & Order “City Hall” 
‘14’ Å

 (WGN-A) 18 18 18 18 20 Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man NewsNation (N) NewsNation (N) NewsNation (N) NewsNation Å

BESTTO
NIGHT’S

3 p.m. on ` S
NFL Football

It’s final four time in the NFL 
as the winners of the Divisional 
Round clash in the Conference 
Championship games. This 
opening NFC contest finds 
Tom Brady once again vying 
for a title, only this time with 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers as 
they invade Lambeau Field to 
take on reigning NFL MVP 

Aaron Rodgers and the Green 
Bay Packers. The victor here 
advances to play the winner of 
the AFC title game in Super 
Bowl LV, which takes place 
at Raymond James Stadium in 
Tampa, Fla., on Sunday, Feb. 
7.

6:30 p.m. on & *
NFL Football

Pressure? What pressure? With 
the NFC title game in the rear-
view mirror, it’s now time for 
the AFC to decide its winner 
with its Conference Champion-
ship Game, which finds Patrick 
Mahomes and the Kansas City 
Chiefs at home against Josh 
Allen and the Buffalo Bills. At 
stake, of course, is a berth in 
Super Bowl LV, which takes 
place Sunday, Feb. 7, from 
Raymond James Stadium in 
Tampa, Fla.

9 p.m. on L
Charmed

Season 3 of this supernatural 
reboot opens with a premiere 
called “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” which finds the lives of 

Mel, Maggie and Macy (Melo-
nie Diaz, Sarah Jeffery, Made-
leine Mantock) in grave danger 
as The Faction closes in. On a 
somewhat more mundane level, 
Macy and Harry (Rupert Ev-
ans) have a frank discussion as 
they struggle to define the ex-
act nature of their relationship.

10 p.m. on # %
Agatha Christie’s England

Mystery novelist Agatha 
Christie arguably was the most 
quintessentially English writer 
ever, and the settings she cre-
ated for her stories and novels 
were actually drawn from real 
places. In doing so, she created 
a literary universe that almost 
single-handedly shaped the 
world’s image of England. This 
new special takes viewers to 
Beacon Cove, where a young 
Christie was swimming with 
her nephew when he very near-
ly drowned, a memory upon 
which she would draw in her 
classic whodunit “And Then 
There Were None.”

10 p.m. on ) 4 <
The Rookie

As Officer Jackson West’s (Ti-
tus Makin Jr.) relationship with 
his new training officer, Doug 
Stanton (guest star Brandon 
Routh), continues to escalate, 
West starts working with Sgt. 
Grey (Richard T. Jones) in an 
earnest attempt to find a solu-
tion to this explosive problem 
in a new episode called “Sabo-
tage.” Brent Huff, Angel Parker 
and Kamar de los Reyes also 
guest star.

10 p.m. on (TRAV)

Mountain Monsters
In “The Secret of the Red 
Shed,” the AIMS team sets 
off to track down one of the 
cloaked figures at the heart of 
the mystery of Spearfinger. 
Willy and Wild Bill sneak 
down for a reconnaissance mis-
sion, and the team ultimately 
comes to realize the key to 
their quest is in the rock over-
hang and the red shed.

Melonie Diaz

Sunday PUZZLER
ACROSS
 1 Churns
 6 Liver secretion
 10 Endorses
 15 Droop
 18 Piano part
 19 Girl or her mother
 21 “Kukla, Fran  

and —”
 22 Go left or right
 24 Peace goddess
 25 Old name for Nova 

Scotia
 26 Flavorless
 27 Dies —
 28 Gun gp.
 29 Hurt
 31 Dressed, in a way
 33 Actually (2 wds.)
 35 Cummerbund
 37 Juicy fruit
 38 One of the  

Chipmunks
 39 Suppresses
 40 Nimble
 42 Man from Mars
 43 Retinue
 44 Madness
 46 — -cousin
 47 Office note
 48 Cape Canaveral gp.
 52 Knot
 53 Courtroom figure
 54 Itinerant ethnic group
 56 — de plume
 57 See eye-to-eye
 58 Decide against
 59 Corpsman
 60 Swim
 62 Gave a signal to
 63 Cyclist’s activity
 65 Period
 66 Sight
 67 Pig — — poke
 68 Rogers and  

Orbison
 69 Krabappel of  

“The Simpsons”
 71 Luster
 73 Lie
 75 Every single one
 76 Boston player
 77 Civil or common
 78 “Bye-bye!”
 82 Outspoken
 84 Cain’s victim
 85 Big book
 86 Male animal
 87 Connive
 90 Kimono accessory
 91 Declaration
 93 Mrs., in Munich
 94 Solitary
 95 Wooden hammer
 97 Is in debt
 98 Happiness

 99 Mug
 100 Usual
 102 Like a zoo animal
 104 American Indian
 105 Hold
 107 — one’s heels
 108 Skeleton part
 109 Wobble
 110 Be subject to
 112 Actress  

Angelina —
 113 Waterbirds
 114 New enlistee
 117 Drilled
 118 Blow gently
 119 Material for  

crocheting
 123 Release
 124 Legal orders
 125 English poet
 127 Regret
 128 “Let it stand!”
 129 Hawke or Frome
 131 Dozen
 133 Soap plant
 135 Irish Gaelic
 136 Artless
 137 Aviators
 138 Played for stakes
 139 Curved letter
 140 Hauled
 141 Brewed beverages
 142 Frightening

DOWN
 1 Goes ’round and 

’round
 2 — firma
 3 Brainstorms
 4 Tried for office
 5 Coaster
 6 Grew
 7 PR concern
 8 Put cargo aboard
 9 Inventor Whitney
 10 Reel for thread
 11 Van — belt
 12 Dressed
 13 One’s relatives
 14 Turncoat’s crime
 15 Rigidify
 16 Of hearing
 17 Short prayer
 19 “The Addams —”
 20 Previously
 23 Earns as profit
 30 Wonderland girl
 32 Finished
 34 Insect egg
 36 Ended at the  

gallows
 38 Palo —
 39 Poisonous plant
 41 Wind
 42 Hank of baseball
 43 Partly (Prefix)

 44 Tropical pond
 45 Imaginary
 46 Skin layer
 47 Manner
 49 Opposing one
 50 Area of London
 51 So be it!
 52 “So be it!”
 53 Hyde’s alter-ego
 54 Lear’s daughter
 55 Sacred bird
 58 — da gamba
 59 Kind of hemp
 61 Helper (Abbr.)
 63 Support
 64 Burrowing rodent
 66 Speech sound

 70 Owed
 71 Shone
 72 Tibetan priests
 74 Divisible by two
 76 Tower of —
 79 Large open hall
 80 Nicely warm
 81 Divert
 83 Sign
 85 Skyscraper
 87 Paper bag
 88 Crime-scene  

discovery
 89 Something  

desired
 90 Ellipse
 92 Fashion

 93 Not very strong
 95 Thin mortar
 96 Love god
 98 Cheese in a trap
 101 The West
 102 Keyboard  

instrument
 103 In the thick of
 104 Snapshot
 106 Robbers at sea
 108 — Knox
 109 Make less harsh
 111 Mother Superior
 112 Linked
 113 Young farm  

animals
 114 Trick

 115 — nous
 116 Bobby Fischer’s game
 117 Intrepid
 118 Mrs. Fred  

Flintstone
 120 Bouquet
 121 Measuring stick
 122 Poor
 124 Little bit
 125 Nothing but
 126 Pesters
 130 Chinese “way”
 132 Intelligence
 134 Name for an  

onlooker

Today’s MOVIES

Annie gives advice
Dear Annie: I was 

born with a cleft 
palate and nose, 

and I have a psychologi-
cal complex from it that 
makes me self-conscious 
around others. But I 
would really like to meet 
someone and have a ro-
mantic rela-
tionship. Can 
you give me ad-
vice on how to 
go forward and 
just be myself? 
— M.P.

Dear M.P.: I 
hope this goes 
without saying, 
but having a 
cleft palate or 
nose doesn’t 
make you unat-
tractive. Any-
one who says otherwise 
doesn’t deserve the plea-
sure of your company.

Now, you cite your 
self-consciousness as a 
barrier to meeting people. 
I encourage you to con-
sider trying therapy to 
nurture healthier self- 
esteem, first and foremost. 
The moment we fully love 
ourselves is the moment 
we’re ready to accept love 
from someone else. The 
Cleft Lip and Palate Asso-
ciation facilitates support. 
You can join their online 
support communities at 
www.clapa.com/support/
online-support.

Dear Annie: You re-
cently published a letter 
from “Monarch Watcher,” 
who said that Hass avoca-
dos led to habitat destruc-
tion of monarch butterflies. 
Do not swear off avocados 
as of yet. Monarchs have 
indeed experienced a 
sharp decline in habitat, 
but avocado production is 
not to blame. Here are 

some facts for you.
1. Eastern Monarchs 

winter in Mexico, western 
monarchs mainly in 
California.

2. Mexico established 
the Monarch Butterfly Bio-
space Preserve to help 
preserve the habitat.

3. In 2016, the 
U.S. stated it 
will accept avo-
cados from all of 
Mexico, pro-
vided they can 
meet the mea-
sures put into 
place to prevent 
the spread of 
disease and in-
sects set up by 
the farms in the 
M i c h o a c a n 
areas.

4. One contributing 
cause to the decline of 
monarch populations has 
been the weather in Texas: 
All the butterflies need to 
pass through Texas, which 
has had some severe 
droughts in recent years.

5. U.S. agriculture has 
been killing off weeds in-
cluding milkweed. Milk-
weed flora is a big food 
source for monarch butter-
flies. A 2020 report esti-
mates a loss of 165 million 
acres of habitat.

This year, monarchs 
should come under the en-
dangered species act. 
They were petitioned in 
2014, and the final deci-
sion is expected this year. 
— Luke B.

Dear Luke: I am deeply 
sorry for publishing mis-
information on mon-
archs. I referred to an 
older FDA document and 
didn’t realize they’d 
changed their guidelines 
in 2016. Your fact check-
ing is appreciated.

Sunday Puzzler answers are on Page A16.

DEAR 
ANNIE

LOCAL THEATER INFORMATION
Regal Cinema on State Road 44 in Inverness 

and Regal Cinema 
in Crystal River are closed until further notice.

VALERIE THEATRE CULTURAL CENTER
COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE IN PLACE.

“A Man For All Seasons” (G) Jan. 24, 3 p.m.
“On The Town” (NR) Jan. 25, 1 p.m.
“Babe” (G) an. 26, 4:30 p.m.
“20 Feet From Stardom” (PG-13) Jan. 27, 1 p.m. 
“Pulp Fiction” (R) Jan. 29, 7 p.m. 
“Enchanted” (PG) Jan. 30, 3 p.m. 
“City Slickers” ( PG-13) Jan. 31, 3 p.m.
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 Assisted Living - Independent Living - Memory Care - Skilled Nursing & Rehab

 SENIOR CARE DIRECTORY SENIOR CARE DIRECTORY

 547 W. Fort Island Trl.
 Crystal River, FL

 352-205-4455
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 203 S. Seminole Ave.
 Inverness, FL
 352-794-1500

 www.dermatologyonline.com
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 CARE

 PRIVATE 
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 LICENSE
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 FRIENDLY

 The Royal Dalton House Assisted Living & Memory Care
 5445 West Oak Park Blvd., Homosassa, FL 
 352-765-3259

 �  �  �  �  �  � � �

 Grand Living at Citrus Hills
 850 W. Norvell Bryant Highway, Hernando, FL
 352-301-8500  GrandLiving.com

 � � � � � � � �

 Canterfield of Ocala 
 9589 SW Hwy 200, Ocala, FL 34481
 352-877-7100

 �  �  �  �  �  �  � �

 Sunflower Springs Assisted Living Community
 8733 W. Yulee Dr., Homosassa Springs, FL 
 352-794-1984

 � �  �  � � �  �  �

 Citrus Health & Rehabilitation Center 
 701 Medical Ct E, Inverness, FL 34452
 352-860-0200

 � � �  �  � �

 Superior Residences at Lecanto Memory Care
 4865 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Lecanto, FL
 352-746-5483

 � � � �  �  �  �  � �

 Sunshine Gardens
 311 NE 4th Ave, Crystal River, FL
 352-563-0235

 �  �  �  �  �  �
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 2214 Hwy 44 W, Inverness, FL 
 352-726-3874  �  �  �  � �  �  �

 Hopes & Dreams
 352-400-3708
 HandDHomeCare.com  �  � �  � �  �
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 Comfort Keepers
 352-726-4547
 SeniorServicesCitrusCounty.com  �  � � �  �
 Home Instead
 352-249-1257
 HomeInstead.com/671  �  � � �  �

 �

 �

were scheduled by ap-
pointment only. No parade. 
After injection and waiting 
the required 15 to 30 re-
covery minutes, upon de-
parture they were 
presented with, a piece of 
candy and a spoken thanks 
for coming by the workers. 
My friend indicated it was 
an extremely smooth 
operation.

The second good thing I 

experienced at Malcom 
Randall VA Hospital was 
to learn that many, many of 
those hospital personnel 
were former veterans. Vet-
erans once again support-
ing one another. Standing 
for hours in the cold to 
take care of us. One, in 
particular, truly turned my 
ugly and my bad into good. 
It was the nurse giving me 
my injection. 

As I progressed with the 
parade of vehicles, I could 
see him in the distance 
walking with a cane be-
cause of a very severe 

limp and once it was my 
turn to receive his injec-
tion, we were delayed a 
few minutes waiting on a 
line of cars ahead of me to 
exit to the holding area. I 
used that time to ask how 
he had hurt his leg and he 
informed me it was not his 
leg but his spine which he 
injured while stationed in 
the Middle East. 

In fact, the veteran said 
he had been confined to a 
wheelchair for five years 
and though it was tough, 
he was now on his feet. 
Now painfully on his feet 

giving back to us. I told 
him about my Agent Or-
ange-related health issues 
and that I had worked 
with veterans for many 
years as a pastor and VFW 
chaplain. We had a nice 
conversation about how 
God had given both of us a 
second chance in life and 
we were going to make the 
best of it. I will never, ever, 
forget the smile of love for 
God on his face and his 
cheerful voice as he 
greeted the next veteran 
as I drove away. It made 
ugly and bad seem 

insignificant.
Though the feeling of 

warmth for me from the 
veteran and other workers 
was wonderful, there still 
remains VA’s procedures 
for ensuring our veterans 
receive their vaccines. It 
would seem to me the 
aforementioned appoint-
ment process in Omaha 
should be reviewed and 
possibly implemented 
here in our Florida veter-
ans health care system 
thereby making it much 
easier not only for our vet-
erans, but the health care 

workers in the field. Again, 
I believe it is a manage-
ment issue that needs to be 
immediately addressed. 
One that might keep me 
from looking lovingly at the 
large coffee mug in my car 
for possible emergency 
personal relief as I pa-
raded through parking lots.

John Stewart is a retired 
Air Force Chief  Master 
Sergeant, disabled Vietnam 
War veteran and has been a 
veterans advocate for nearly 
three decades.

SHOT
Continued from Page A13

———�———
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Viewfinder PUZZLE SOLUTION

50th ANNIVERSARY

The Pomposellis
Carl Butch and Kathy Pomposelli 

of Floral City celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Jan. 24, 
2021.

The couple married on Jan. 24, 
1971, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in New Monmouth, New Jersey.

Both are retired from the Citrus 

County School District.
Together, they have two children: 

Julie Jones of Floral City and Carl 
Pomposelli of Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. They have three grandchildren: 
Evan, Carly Ann and Issac.

To celebrate their milestone anni-
versary, the couple initially planned 
a trip to Ireland and a Caribbean 
cruise, but have postponed their 
trips until it is safe to travel.

Engagement

Lisa Calderone and John Cino
Lisa Calderone and John Cino, of Inverness, are 

pleased to announce their engagement.
They are planning a late summer destination 

wedding.

Marriages in Citrus 
County from Jan. 4  

to Jan. 10, 2021
� Chenoa Lynn Gingles, Mur-

freesboro, Tennessee / Clayton 
Keith White, Shelbyville, 
Tennessee.

� Isabella Rose Massaro, Ne-
shanic Station, New Jersey / Peter 
Joseph Mitros, Neshanic Station, 
New Jersey.

� Kevin Lee Watrous, Hom-
osassa / Jennifer Dawn Sykes, 
Homosassa.

Dissolution of 
marriage

� Jerry Carl Brothers, Lecanto 
vs, Nancy R. Brothers, Lecanto.

� Peter Robert Kurtz, Citrus 
Springs vs. Barbara Marie Savino, 
Citrus Springs.

� Jessie J. Lolley, Crystal River 
vs. Floria S. Lolley, East Point.

� Karin Christine Muscarella, 
Dunnellon vs. Wayne Michael Mus-
carella, Inverness.

� Joyce Ann Scenna, Hom-
osassa vs. William Timothy 
Scenna, Homosassa.

� Amilcare Sepe, Wildwood vs. 
Jennifer Anne Thompson, Lecanto.

� Judy Carol Votel, Spring Hill 
vs. Charles Anthony Votel, 
Dunnellon.

n Send birth announcements of  engagements, weddings and significant 
anniversaries to community@chronicleonline.com.
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The Number: 
13
Games Kevin Durant has 
both played and scored 
over 20 points in this sea-
son, longest streak to start 
a season of his career.

Kevin  
Durant

All eyes on the QBs

Steve Megargee 
AP sports writer

For as much as Tom Brady and 
Aaron Rodgers have accomplished in 
their Hall of Fame-caliber careers, 
they’ve rarely faced off on the field.

Never have they met with so much 
at stake.

When Rodgers’ Green Bay Packers 
(14-3) host Brady’s Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers (13-5) in the NFC championship 
game Sunday, it will be just the fourth 
time they’ve squared off as starting 
quarterbacks, and first in the 
playoffs.

“I remember when I heard the news 
about him coming to the NFC, I 
thought this was a real possibility,” 
Rodgers said. “I’m excited about the 
opportunity to play against him one 
more time.”

The Bucs trounced the Packers 
38-10 in Tampa on Oct. 18. They met 
two other times during Brady’s tenure 
in New England, with the Packers 
winning 26-21 at Green Bay in 2014 

and the Patriots winning 31-17 in Fox-
borough four years later.

Both understand all eyes will be on 
them Sunday. Kurt Warner, the Hall of 
Fame quarterback and NFL Network 
analyst, said that’s just human 
nature. 

“When I played, I always knew who 
was on the other sideline,” Warner 
said. “I always said when I went into 
these matchups, at the end of the day, 
I know if we’re going to win this game, 
I’ve got to outperform that guy. I’ve got 
to be better than the quarterback on 
the other side.”

Brady, 43, has helped the Bucs earn 
a franchise-record seven straight road 
wins. A win at Lambeau Field clinches 
their first Super Bowl berth since 
their 2002 championship season. 

“This is one of the coolest stadiums 
in the league to play in,” Brady said. “I 
know they’re excited, we’ll be excited, 
and it will make for a great football 
game.”

Brady is trying to join Warner, 

Associated Press
Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) calls a play at the line of scrimmage against the New Orleans Saints during the second half of an NFL divisional 
round playoff game, Sunday, Jan. 17 in New Orleans.

It’s Tom Brady vs Aaron Rodgers as the Packers host the Bucs for NFC championship

Associated Press
Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers pumps his fist after an NFL 
divisional playoff game against the Los Angeles Rams, Saturday, Jan. 16, in Green 
Bay, Wis.See NFC/Page B3

Reid, McDermott to match wits
Bills, Chiefs 

battle for AFC
Dave Skretta 
AP sports writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Ten 
years after firing Sean McDer-
mott as his defensive coordina-
tor, Kansas City Chiefs coach 
Andy Reid will stare across the 
field inside Arrowhead Stadium 
on Sunday and see his protégé 
trying to spoil his hopes of a 
Super Bowl repeat.

Funny thing: Even after firing 
him, Reid suspected deep down 
that McDermott was destined 
for big things.

“Very organized, very smart 
and very tough,” he explained 
this week. “He came from a 
coaching family — his dad was a 
heck of a coach. Sean just kind 
of picked up right from there. 
Very solid, very good.”

In fact, downright exceptional.

McDermott has the long-suf-
fering Buffalo Bills playing in 
their first AFC championship 
game since beating Kansas City 
on Jan. 23, 1994, when they ad-
vanced to their fourth straight 
Super Bowl. They have won 11 
of their past 12 games since los-
ing to the Chiefs in Week 6, beat-
ing the Colts in the wild-card 
round and the Ravens in last 
week’s divisional round.

“He deserves coach of the 
year, man. He’s taken a fran-
chise there, both he and his gen-
eral manager, have put this 
thing together with some bold 
moves and production now,” 
Reid said.

“I think he’s done a tremen-
dous job. What a great thing for 
the NFL and for Buffalo. They 
love football in Buffalo and he’s 
really done a nice job with that 
whole program.”

Not surprisingly, the job Mc-
Dermott has done with the Bills 
neatly parallels the job Reid has 
done in Kansas City.

Associated Press
Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid, front right, and Buffalo Bills head coach Sean McDermott shake 
hands after their Nov. 26, 2017, game in Kansas City, Mo.See AFC/Page B3
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Hurricanes claim Hermann Cup title
Citrus a perfect 
3-0 on the day

Matt Pfiffner
Sports editor

INVERNESS — The Citrus 
wrestling team went a perfect 
3-0 in dual meets Saturday — in-
cluding wins over a pair of 
county rivals — to keep the Rob 
Hermann Hurricane Cup trophy 
at home.

The Hurricanes started the 
day by topping Central, 45-28, 
and then won back-to-back bat-
tles against Lecanto (43-34) and 
Crystal River (54-25).

“I’m very happy for my se-
niors — Maxal (Simpson), Blake 
(Coleman), Jake (Reynolds). 
They’ve never won a Rob Her-
mann Cup trophy. So I’m happy 
for them,” Citrus head coach Joe 
Estep said. “Overall, I thought 
the guys wrestled well. The fact 
that we got to a win a tourna-
ment at home, which hasn’t hap-
pened in a while, it’s a big 
statement moving forward in 
this last month before districts.

“The one thing that we keep 
emphasizing is small victories 
and fine-tuning the little things.”

Lecanto finished the morning 
2-1, with wins over Crystal River 
(48-33) and Central (40-36).

“Obviously, we want to win all 
three, but we see Citrus again on 
Wednesday. We have a few guys 
we’re missing, who will be back 
in for that match,” Lecanto head 
coach Jose Mendez said. “I’m 
pretty happy with the team. We 
lost to a good Citrus team. We’re 
looking forward to Wednesday, 
they’re a solid team.”

The young Crystal River 
squad — which had to forfeit 
four weights in every dual — fin-
ished 0-3, with a 54-30 loss to 
Central to go along with the pair 
of county rivalry losses.

“The young kids are really 
coming around. We’re mainly 
freshmen, so the more experi-
ence, the better you are. We’re 
getting a lot more fight out of 
them,” Crystal River head coach 
Bruce Stull said. “Each week we 
need to get better. The kids are 
catching on and the muscle 
memory is coming around.”

In the opening round of the 
tournament, Crystal River and 
Lecanto each won four matches 
in their dual, but more forfeits 
from the Pirates gave the edge 
to Lecanto. 

Winners for the Panthers 
were Trevor Rueck at 120 by fall, 
Diego Mendez at 132 by fall, 
Constantine Moskes at 138 by 
fall and heavyweight Kevin Os-
borne by fall. Four other Pan-
thers received forfeits. Along 
with two winners by forfeits, 
other victors for the Pirates 
were Kaije Youngstrom at 113 by 
fall, Mason Cosgrove at 126 by 
fall, Payton Godfrey at 160 by fall 
and 220-pounder Tim Grey by 
4-0 decision.

The second round of action 

pitted county rivals Citrus and 
Lecanto against each other. 

Diego Mendez opened the 
dual at 132 with a 12-0 major de-
cision, but four straight Hurri-
cane wins — a 9-6 decision at 
138 by Aaron Reynolds, a forfeit 
at 145 and pins from Logan 
Simpson at 152 and Jessiah 
Cobo at 160 — made it a 21-4 Cit-
rus lead. Zach Williams put Le-
canto back on the board with a 
pin at 170, but another forfeit 
win for Citrus and a 12-2 major 
decision by Blake Coleman at 
182 made it 31-10.

Pins at 220 by Colton Gus-
tafson and Osborne at heavy-
weight closed the gap to nine at 
31-22. The teams traded forfeits 
at 106 and 120, around a pin at 
113 by Panther James Greene, to 
make it a 37-34 Hurricane lead 
going into the final match. 

Hurricane senior Jake Reyn-
olds closed the door on the Pan-
thers with a first-period pin.

Citrus raced out to a 36-3 lead 
on Crystal River in the final 
round of the tournament and 
cruised to the win. Claiming vic-
tories by pins for the Hurricanes 

in the dual were Jake Reynolds, 
Maxal Simpson, Aaron Reyn-
olds, Jesse Pounders and Draves 
Davis. Four others received 
forfeits.

Winning in the dual for the Pi-
rates were Reed and Young-
strom by fall, Godfrey by a tight 
9-8 decision over Jase West and 
Grey by major decision. The Pi-
rates also received one forfeit.

“She’s getting better and bet-
ter,” Stull said of Youngstrom, 
who pinned both her county ri-
vals on the day. “She’s working 
with our 106 (state-ranked 

Blaine Reed) and he is making 
her better.”

In the Lecanto-Central dual, 
Diego Mendez recorded a fall in 
the final match of the meet to 
give the Panthers the 40-36 win 
over the Bears.

“He’s doing great. He has one 
loss on the season to a ranked 
kid and is ranked ninth in the 
state, which doesn’t mean a lot 
right now, but it’s nice to see that 
he’s getting noticed,” coach 
Mendez said. “A lot more pins 
this year, which is something he 
struggled with last year.”

MATT PFIFFNER/Chronicle
Jessiah Cobo of Citrus, right, dives in for a shot against Lecanto’s Elias Rivera, as the Panther sprawls away during a dual meet Saturday in 
Inverness. Cobo won the match at 160 pounds by fall to help the Hurricanes defeat the Panthers 43-34. Citrus went 3-0 in the Rob Hermann 
Hurricane Cup to keep the trophy at home.

MATT PFIFFNER/Chronicle
Diego Mendez of Lecanto, front, hits a switch for a reversal against 
Maxal Simpson of Citrus during their 132-pound match Saturday in 
Inverness. Mendez won the bout, 12-0.

MATT PFIFFNER/Chronicle
Crystal River 113-pounder Kaije Youngstrom works for the fall against 
Lecanto’s James Greene during Saturday’s tournament in Inverness. 
Youngstrom won the match with the pin.

Hours after trade, Blue Jackets beat Lightning
Perry scores in 
debut, Habs 
roll on road  

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — 
Hours after trading dis-
g r u n t l e d  c e n t e r 
Pierre-Luc Dubois, the Co-
lumbus Blue Jackets got 
three first-period goals 
and beat the Tampa Bay 
Lightning 5-2 Saturday.

Nick Foligno, Mikhail 
Grigorenko, Vladislav 
Gavrikov, Zach Werenski 
and Eric Robinson scored, 
and Elvis Merzlikins had 
30 saves as the Blue Jack-
ets played their most ex-
plosive game of the 
season.

The Blue Jackets’ sec-
ond victory in six games 
came shortly after Dubois, 
one of the team’s leading 
scorers, was sent to Winni-
peg in exchange for Patrik 
Laine and Jack Roslovic in 
a deal announced early 
Saturday.

Coach John Tortorella 
was unhappy with the ef-
fort from Dubois — who 
had asked before the sea-
son to be traded — early in 
Thursday’s loss to the 
Lightning and benched 
him for the rest of the 
game.

Foligno said the trade 
will help everyone move 
on.

“It just puts the focus 

back on what matters and 
that’s winning hockey 
games,” the Columbus 
captain said. “I think that’s 
what I was most frustrated 
about, that we had an op-
portunity to play a certain 
style and act a certain way. 
I think (Dubois) would be 
the first one to admit that 
he didn’t have that mind-
set that we needed him to 
have in order to have suc-
cess coming out the gates.”

Victor Hedman and On-
drej Palat scored for the 
Lightning, who lost for the 
first time in their first four 
games. Andrei Vasilevsky 
made 22 saves.

“We weren’t in sync at 
all,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “Nobody re-
ally gave us much in the 
game.”

Hedman started it by 
beating Merzlikins with a 
back-hander from the slot 
on a rush 4:10 into the 
game. The Blue Jackets 
tied it 17 seconds later 
when Foligno knocked in a 
rebound off Vasilevsky’s 
stick. Cam Atkinson did 
good work fighting off 
Hedman all the way 
through the zone to get to 
the net.

Later in the first, Grigo-
renko got his first goal as a 
Blue Jacket when he 
tapped in a puck from the 
blue paint that had trick-
led behind Vasilevsky. 

Gavrikov’s snap-shot 
from the slot with 59 sec-
onds left in the first put 
Columbus up 3-1. The 
Lightning capitalized 

quickly on a power play 
with Palat’s tap-in 14 sec-
onds before the break to 
make it a one-goal game 
again.

After a scoreless second 
period, Werenski’s shot 
from the left circle went in 
for his first goal of the sea-
son 6:34 into the third. 
Robinson added an empty- 
netter with 1:48 left in the 
game.

“I just really liked the 
structure of our team 

(today),” Tortorella said. 
We’ve been a team just 
lacking that structure in 
the middle of the ice, in 
the neutral zone. We fo-
cused on it with the video, 
it’s been a part of our 
meetings prior to the 
game. I thought we were 
much more concentrated 
in that part of the game.”

Canadiens 5, 
Canucks 2

VANCOUVER, British 

Columbia — Corey Perry 
scored in his first game with 
Montreal and the Canadiens 
beat the Vancouver Canucks 
5-2 to conclude a stellar  
season-opening trip.

Montreal improved to 4-0-2, 
joining the 1968-69 Cana-
diens as the only teams in 
NHL history to open a season 
with six road games and get 
at least a point in each of 
them.

Perry was promoted off the 
taxi squad to replace Joel 

Armia, who was concussed 
by a hit from Vancouver’s 
Tyler Myers as the Canadiens 
trounced the Canucks 7-3 on 
Thursday. Perry, after 14 sea-
sons in Anaheim and one with 
Dallas, signed a one-year 
deal with Montreal before this 
season.

Montreal also got goals 
Saturday from Nick Suzuki, 
Brendan Gallagher, Jonathan 
Drouin and Joel Edmundson. 
Elias Pettersson and Nils 
Hoglander scored for 
Vancouver.

Carey Price made 23 saves 
to collect his 350th NHL win. 
Vancouver’s Braden Holtby 
stopped 28 shots. 

Bruins 6, Flyers 1
BOSTON — Brad March-

and Patrice Bergeron had two 
goals apiece and Boston, 
which hadn’t led by two goals 
in any of its first four games 
this season, scored five times 
in a row to pull away and beat 
Philadelphia. 

Charlie Coyle and Craig 
Smith each had a goal and an 
assist in the second period to 
break open a 1-1 tie. 

Jaroslav Halak stopped  
16 shots for his first win of the 
season. 

Blues 4, Kings 2
ST. LOUIS — Torey Krug 

scored his first goal with St. 
Louis and David Perron 
added a goal and an assist, 
lifting the Blues to a 4-2 vic-
tory over the Los Angeles 
Kings.

Associated Press
Columbus Blue Jackets forward Alexandre Texier, left, of France, looks for an open shot 
as the Tampa Bay Lightning’s Mikhail Sergachev, center, of Russia, and Callan Foote 
defend during the first period of a game Saturday in Columbus, Ohio.



On the AIRWAVES

TODAY’S SPORTS
NFL CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

3 p.m. (13 FOX) Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Green Bay 
Packers
6:30 p.m. (10 CBS) Buffalo Bills at Kansas City Chiefs
12:30 a.m. (NFL) Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Green Bay Pack-
ers (Same-day Tape) 
3 a.m. (NFL) Buffalo Bills at Kansas City Chiefs (Same-day 
Tape)

AUTO RACING 
4:30 p.m. (NBCSPT) IMSA Weathertech Sportscar Champi-
onship Roar Before the Rolex 24 (Same-day Tape) 

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
8:30 a.m. (ESPNU) NC State at North Carolina (Taped) 
2:30 p.m. (NBCSPT) George Washington at Rhode Island
12 p.m. (BIG10) Rutgers at Indiana
4 p.m. (ESPN2) Memphis at East Carolina
4 p.m. (ESPNU) Utah at Washington
6 p.m. (ACCN) Notre Dame at Miami
10 p.m. (FS1) San Diego State at Air Force
12:30 a.m. (ESPNU) Wichita State at Memphis (Taped) 
2:30 a.m. (ESPNU) Kansas at Oklahoma (Taped)

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
12 p.m. (ACCN) Syracuse at Clemson
12 p.m. (ESPN2) Indiana at Northwestern
12 p.m. (ESPNU) Notre Dame at North Carolina
1 p.m. (SEC) South Carolina at LSU
2 p.m. (ACCN) Louisville at Wake Forest
2 p.m. (ESPN2) Kentucky at Tennessee
2 p.m. (ESPNU) Auburn at Alabama
2 p.m. (FS1) Marquette at Butler
2 p.m. (BIG10) Purdue at Michigan
3 p.m. (SEC) Tennessee at Vanderbilt
4 p.m. (ACCN) Virginia Tech at NC State
4 p.m. (BIG10) Michigan State at Wisconsin
5 p.m. (SEC) Texas A&M at Missouri

NBA
1 p.m. (NBA) Toronto Raptors at Indiana Pacers
3:30 p.m. (SUN) Toronto Raptors at Indiana Pacers
6 p.m. (FSNFL) Charlotte Hornets at Orlando Magic
8 p.m. (NBA) Atlanta Hawks at Milwaukee Bucks

BOWLING 
12 p.m. (FS1) PBA Players Championship: West

EQUESTRIAN 
4 p.m. (FS1) America’s Day at the Races

GOLF 
2 p.m. (GOLF) LPGA Tour Diamond Resorts Tournament of 
Champions, Final Round
3 p.m. (8 NBC) LPGA Tour Diamond Resorts Tournament of 
Champions, Final Round
3 p.m.  (GOLF) PGA Tour The American Express, Final Round

WOMEN’S COLLEGE GYMNASTICS 
11 p.m. (ESPNU) Utah at Oklahoma (Taped) 

NHL 
12:30 p.m. (8 NBC) Detroit Red Wings at Chicago 
Blackhawks
4 p.m. (NHL) Toronto Maple Leafs at Calgary Flames
8 p.m. (NHL) Nashville Predators at Dallas Stars

RODEO 
2 p.m. (10 CBS) PBR Bull Riding Arcadia Invitational (Taped)

FIGURE SKATING 
5 p.m. (8 NBC) U.S. Championships: Free Dance (Taped) 

SOCCER 
6:25 a.m. (ESPN2) Italian Serie A Juventus vs Bologna
7 a.m. (NBCSPT) FA Women’s Super League Arsenal vs 
West Ham United
9:30 a.m. (NBCSPT) FA Women’s Super League Tottenham 
Hotspur at Everton 

TRACK AND FIELD 
3 p.m. (ESPN) American Track League

WINTER SPORTS 
6:30 p.m. (NBCSPT) FIS Alpine Skiing World Cup: Women’s 
Super-G (Same-day Tape) 
8 p.m. (NBCSPT) IBSF Bobsled & Skeleton World Cup: Two-
Woman Bobsled (Same-day Tape) 
9 p.m. (NBCSPT) Luge FIL World Cup (Same-day Tape) 
11 p.m. (NBCSPT) IBU Biathlon World Cup: Women’s 4x6km 
Relay (Taped)

Note: Times and channels are subject to change at the 
discretion of the network. If you are unable to locate a game 
on the listed channel, please contact your cable provider.

Scoreboard

Both took over downtrodden orga-
nizations and quickly built them into 
juggernauts. Both have bright young 
quarterbacks in the Bills’ Josh Allen 
and the Chiefs’ Patrick Mahomes. 
Both have surrounded them with 
playmakers, such as the Bills’ Stefon 
Diggs and the Chiefs’ Tyreek Hill and 
Travis Kelce. And both have built de-
fenses to not only complement two of 
the best offenses in the NFL, but ca-
pable of clinching wins under pres-
sure, as each did last weekend.

Mahomes, who sustained a concus-
sion last week against Cleveland, has 
been cleared to play after practicing 
all week. 

McDermott never harbored any an-
imosity toward Reid when he was 
fired from the Eagles on Jan. 15, 2011. 
Instead, he went to Carolina and over 
the next five years honed his craft 
and built his reputation to the point 
the Bills — who at the time had not 
made the postseason since 1999 — 
were willing to give him a shot in 
charge.

Buffalo reached the wild-card 
round in 2017 and again last year be-
fore reaching the brink of a Super 
Bowl this season.

“It’s always an honor to go up 
against great coaches, and Andy will 
be a Hall of Fame coach here in the 
future sometime down the road,” Mc-
Dermott said. “I’ve learned a lot from 
Andy in my time with him in Philadel-
phia, so I have a tremendous amount 
of respect for him and his family, the 
way they helped guide me then and 
still do today.”

MOMENT ON MAHOMES
The Chiefs’ quarterback, who was 

knocked out of last week’s game 
against Cleveland with a concussion, 
took first-team reps all week. He was 
finally cleared to play by team doctors 
and an independent neurologist on 
Friday.

“You have to take it day by day. I 
think that’s the biggest thing,” Ma-
homes said. “You can only control 
what you can control. Try to come in 
with a positive attitude, make myself 
better, prepare myself like I was going 
to play and luckily enough, I didn’t 
have any symptoms and now I can 
play.”

OTHER CHIEF CONCERNS
Chiefs cornerback Bashaud Bree-

land, who also sustained a concussion 
last Sunday, practiced this week while 
awaiting clearance from doctors. 

Running back Le’Veon Bell was held 
out Thursday and Friday because of a 
swollen knee.

On the flip side, Clyde Edwards- 
Helaire is expected to play for the 
first time since a high-ankle sprain in 
Week 15 and Sammy Watkins could be 
back from a calf injury that he sus-
tained the following week. The rookie 
running back and the veteran wide 
receiver both practiced this week and 
moved around well in the portion of 
practice open to reporters.

GROUNDED GAME
The Bills don’t run often — in fact, 

they called just one running play in 
the first half against the Ravens last 
week. They finished with 16 carries, 
including four kneel-downs by Allen, 
for 32 yards in their lowest rushing 
output since a game in Minnesota in 
2002. The Bills’ total of 1,482 yards 
this season was their fewest since 
2014, which they balanced out by set-
ting a franchise record with  
4,786 yards through the air.

“We’re not going to change who we 
are,” Allen said. “It’s the biggest game 
because it’s the next one, but we un-
derstand that we don’t have to be any-
one different that who we are.”

STAR STRUCK
Though the Bills would love to have 

Star Lotulelei enjoy this playoff run 
with them, cornerback Tre’Davious 
White and several teammates contin-
ued backing the starting defensive 
tackle’s decision to opt out because of 
COVID-19 concerns.

“You can’t make a wrong decision 
in this thing,” said White, who con-
templated opting out before signing a 
$70 million, four-year extension in 
September and earning second-team 
All-Pro honors. “Obviously he chose 
his family over a game and the things 
that he had going on. I don’t think that 
he’s necessarily missing out on 
anything.”

SLEEPING ON BIENIEMY
One of the hottest names on the 

coaching carousel was Chiefs offen-
sive coordinator Eric Bieniemy, who 
interviewed with just about every 
team with an opening. But the only 
job left after the Eagles hired Nick 
Sirianni on Thursday was with the 
Houston Texans, where the Bills’ Les-
lie Frazier is also among the front- 
runners for the job.

“It’s always good to be mentioned 
and have an opportunity to pursue 
your dreams,” Bieniemy said. “I want 
to be a head coach, but when it’s said 
and done, I have to make sure I’m not 
taking away from the goals were try-
ing to accomplish.”

NHL standings
East Division

	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	G A 
Washington	 5	 3	 0	 2	 8	 19	 1 7 
Boston	 5	 3	 1	 1	 7	 15	 1 0 
Philadelphia	 6	 3	 2	 1	 7	 20	 2 2 
N.Y. Islanders	 4	 3	 1	 0	 6	 9	 6 
Pittsburgh	 5	 3	 2	 0	 6	 18	 2 1 
New Jersey	 4	 2	 1	 1	 5	 9	 1 1 
N.Y. Rangers	 4	 1	 2	 1	 3	 11	 1 2 
Buffalo	 5	 1	 3	 1	 3	 14	 16

Central Division
	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	G A 
Tampa Bay	 4	 3	 1	 0	 6	 15	 1 0 
Columbus	 6	 2	 2	 2	 6	 15	 1 8 
Florida	 2	 2	 0	 0	 4	 10	 6 
Carolina	 3	 2	 1	 0	 4	 9	 6 
Nashville	 4	 2	 2	 0	 4	 10	 1 4 
Detroit	 5	 2	 3	 0	 4	 10	 1 4 
Chicago	 5	 1	 3	 1	 3	 13	 2 1 
Dallas	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 7	 0

West Division
	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	G A 
Vegas	 5	 4	 1	 0	 8	 18	 1 2 
Minnesota	 5	 4	 1	 0	 8	 15	 1 0 
St. Louis	 5	 3	 1	 1	 7	 14	 1 7 
Colorado	 5	 3	 2	 0	 6	 17	 1 2 
Arizona	 5	 2	 2	 1	 5	 17	 1 8 
Los Angeles	 5	 1	 2	 2	 4	 14	 1 7 
Anaheim	 5	 1	 2	 2	 4	 8	 1 3 
San Jose	 5	 2	 3	 0	 4	 14	 18

North Division
	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	G A 
Montreal	 6	 4	 0	 2	 10	 29	 1 8 
Toronto	 6	 4	 2	 0	 8	 19	 1 7 
Winnipeg	 4	 3	 1	 0	 6	 13	 1 0 
Calgary	 3	 2	 0	 1	 5	 11	 6 
Edmonton	 6	 2	 4	 0	 4	 15	 2 0 
Vancouver	 7	 2	 5	 0	 4	 20	 3 3 
Ottawa	 4	 1	 2	 1	 3	 11	 14
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for over-
time loss. The top four teams in each division 
will qualify for playoffs under this season’s tem-
porary realignment.

Friday’s Games
Toronto 4, Edmonton 2
Pittsburgh 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, SO
Washington 4, Buffalo 3, SO
Minnesota 4, San Jose 1
Arizona 5, Vegas 2
Chicago 4, Detroit 1
Dallas 7, Nashville 0
Colorado 3, Anaheim 2, OT

Saturday’s Games
Columbus 5, Tampa Bay 2
Boston 6, Philadelphia 1
Montreal 5, Vancouver 2
St. Louis 4, Los Angeles 2
Florida at Carolina, ppd
Ottawa at Winnipeg, late

Today’s Games
Detroit at Chicago, 12:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Washington, 3 p.m.
Toronto at Calgary, 4 p.m.
Vegas at Arizona, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Anaheim, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Nashville at Dallas, 8 p.m.
San Jose at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Edmonton at Winnipeg, 9 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Ottawa at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Florida at Columbus, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Washington, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Boston, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Edmonton at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Detroit at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Anaheim at Arizona, 9 p.m.
San Jose at Colorado, 9 p.m.
St. Louis at Vegas, 9 p.m.
Toronto at Calgary, 9 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to terms 
with INFs Daniel Vasquez, Diego Guzman, and 
Darnel Collins, C Steven Cespedes, OFs Angel 
Parra and Francisco Ulloa, LHPs Luis Martinez 
and Oscar Rayo and RHPs Jhonny Gomez, 
Wilson Betemit Jr., Ismael Michel Sanchez and 
Weskendry Espinoza on minor league con-
tracts.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Agreed to terms 
with OF George Springer on a six-year con-
tract.

National League
CHICAGO CUBS — Agreed to terms with C 

Austin Romine on a one-year contract.
CINCINNATI REDS — Acquired LHP Cionel 

Perez from Houston for minor league C Luke 
Berryhill.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Agreed to 
terms with 1B Ryan Zimmerman on a one-year 
contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

WASHINGTON WIZARDS — Signed C Alex 
Len and F Jordan Bell.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS — Promoted CB Dane 
Jackson and WR Kenny Stills to the active ros-
ter. Signed K Tristan Vizcaino to the practice 
squad. Released DB Duke Thomas.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed WR Ryan 
Switzer to a reserve/futures contract.

DETROIT LIONS — Named Aaron Glen de-
fensive coordinator.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Promoted CB 
Tramon Williams as COVID-19 replacement, 
DL Brian Price and CB KeiVarae Russel to the 
active roster. Signed P Ryan Winslow to the 
practice squad. Released RB Dexter Williams.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Promoted WR 
Marcus Kemp and DB Chris Lammons to the 
active roster.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Promoted S 
Javon Hagan and OL Ted Larson to the active 
roster.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BOSTON BRUINS — Recalled D Urho 
Vaakanainen and Cs Trent Frederic and Jack 
Studnicka from the minor league taxi squad.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — Re-signed 
RW Jack Roslovic to a two-year contract and 
placed him on reserve/COVID-19 protocol.

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Recalled RW 
Corey Perry from the minor league taxi squad.

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Designated 
RW Mathieu Olivier for assignment to taxi 
squad.

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS — Recalled LW 
Samuel Morin from the minor league taxi 
squad.

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Designated D 
Andreas Borgman for assignment to taxi squad. 
Recalled D Callan Foote from the minor league 
taxi squad.

WINNIPEG JETS — Designated D Ville 
Heinola for assignment to taxi squad. Traded C 
Pierre-Luc Dubois to Columbus for RWs Jack 
Roslovic and Patrick Laine. Designated D Ville 
Heinola for assignment to taxi squad. Placed C 
Pierre-Luc Dubois on reserve/COVID-19 proto-
col. Recalled C David Gustafsson from the 
minor league taxi squad. Assigned G Mikhail 
Berdin to Manitoba (AHL).

East Coast Hockey League
ALLEN AMERICANS — Activated G Justin 

Kapelmaster, D Lester Lancaster and F Dyson 
Stevenson from the reserve list. Placed F Colby 
McAuley and D Matt Register on the reserve 
list.

GREENVILLE SWAMP RABBITS — Loaned 
F Shawn Cameron to Springfield. Placed Fs 
Liam Pecararo on injured reserve and Matthew 
Wedman on the commissioners exempt list.

RAPID CITY RUSH — Activated D Kevin 
Spinozzi from injured reserve. Placed D Griffin 
Luce on the reserve list and F Stephen Baylis 
on the commissioners exempt list.

SOUTH CAROLINA STINGRAYS — Acti-
vated Fs Cole Ully and Dan DeSalvo from the 
commissioners exempt list. Placed Ds Tariq 
Hammond and Jesse Lees on the commission-
ers exempt list.

TULSA OILERS — Placed F Bryce Kindopp 

on the commissioners exempt list.
WICHITA THUNDER — Signed F Frankie 

Melton to the active roster. Acquired Fs Gra-
ham McPhee, Devin Brosseau, Liam Folkes 
and James Hamblin from Bakersfield. Placed 
Ds Janis Jaks and Yanni Kaldis and F Blake 
Christensen on the NHL/AHL active list. Placed 
G Mitch Gillamon the commissioners exempt 
list.

AFC
Continued from Page B1

HOCKEY

Margaret Court set to get 
top Australian award 

CANBERRA, Australia — Australia 
media are reporting that controversial 
former tennis champion Margaret Court 
will receive the country’s top award in the 
Australia Day honors list, and the appar-
ent decision is already being criticized.

The 78-year-old’s appointment as 
Companion of the Order of Australia was 
due to be revealed late on Monday, but it 
was leaked on social media.

Court’s tennis achievements have 
more recently been overshadowed by 
her views on homosexuality, conversion 

therapy, same-sex marriage and trans-
gender people. 

Springer, Blue Jays 
finalize $150M, 6-year deal

TORONTO — All-Star outfielder 
George Springer finalized his $150 mil-
lion, six-year contract with the Toronto 
Blue Jays on Saturday, becoming the 
most prominent free agent to reach an 
agreement this offseason.

Springer, who turned 31 in September, 
received the largest deal in team history, 
topping outfielder Vernon Wells’  
$126 million, seven-year deal in 2006.

— From wire reports

SPORTS BRIEFS

Here are the winning numbers selected 
Saturday in the Florida Lottery:

PICK 2 (early)
6 - 2 

PICK 2 (late)
7 - 7

PICK 3 (early)
6 - 9 - 1

PICK 3 (late)
6 - 7 - 6

PICK 4 (early)
0 - 6 - 0 - 1

PICK 4 (late)
8 - 1 - 3 - 7

PICK 5 (early)
9 - 9 - 0 - 1 - 7

PICK 5 (late)
0 - 2 - 0 - 6 - 5

FANTASY 5
7 - 12 - 17 - 26 - 28

LOTTO
4 - 28 - 32 - 33 - 40 - 

53

POWERBALL
5 - 8 - 17 - 27 - 28

POWER BALL
14

CASH 4 LIFE
15 - 20 - 29 - 37 - 55

CASH BALL
4

Friday’s winning numbers and payouts:
Jackpot Triple Play: 3 – 5 – 11 – 
31 – 35 – 43
6-of-6	 No winner	
5-of-6	 33 winners	$387.50
4-of-6	 1,349	 $23
3-of-6	 23,178	 $1
Combo 10+	 2	 $10,000
Combo9	 13	 $500
Combo8	 89	 $50
Combo7	 644	 $20
Combo6	 3,231	 $10
Combo5	 12,186	 $5
Mega Millions: 4 – 26 – 42 – 50 – 60
Mega Ball: 24
5-of-5 MB	 No winner	
5-of-5 	 2 winners	 $1 million	

4-of-5 MB	 15 winners$10,000	
4-of-5	 302 winners	$500
3-of-5 MB	 700	 $200
3-of-5	 17,266	 $10
2-of-5 MB	 15,023	 $10
Fantasy 5: 8 – 20 – 24 – 29 – 35
5-of-5	 2 winners	 $117,939.65
4-of-5	 291	 $130.50
3-of-5	 9,465	 $11
Cash 4 Life: 2 – 15 – 19 – 41 – 43
Cash Ball: 1
5-of-5 CB	 No winner
5-of-5	 No winner

Florida LOTTERY

Players should verify winning 
numbers by calling 850-487-7777 
or at www.flalottery.com.
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Peyton Manning and Craig Morton as 
the only quarterbacks to lead two sep-
arate franchises to a Super Bowl. He 
already won six Super Bowls and 
played in nine total with the Patriots.

Green Bay is making its fourth NFC 
championship game appearance in 
the past seven seasons, but Rodgers 
hasn’t reached a Super Bowl since 
leading the Packers to a title in the 
2010 season. Warner said the postsea-
son weighs heavily on where players 
stack up in history.

“That’s why Tom is the GOAT (great-
est of all time),” Warner said. “It’s why 
Joe Montana is up there and guys 
who’ve been there numerous times — 
the John Elways — and everyone else 
kind of gets knocked down a notch. 
Even though they’ve been great in the 
regular season, there’s a combination 
of the two that I think weighs heavily.”

Simply put, Rodgers needs this vic-
tory more than Brady. 

“He plays in one Super Bowl, I think 
there will be something about that that 
just doesn’t sit right with anybody,” War-
ner said. “It doesn’t sit right with any of us 
who love this game and know how great 
he’s been. It just doesn’t seem to fit.”

This may be the best remaining 
chance for the 37-year-old Rodgers at 
that elusive second Super Bowl berth.

“It’s been a while since he was last a 
world champion,” CBS Sports analyst 
and 2002 NFL MVP Rich Gannon said. 
“I think that would certainly cement 
his legacy as one of the greatest to ever 
play the game in my opinion. Not that 
he needs it, but I’m just telling you 
that’s probably how he’s wired.”

TURNOVER WATCH
Green Bay has committed a league-

low 11 turnovers this season, including 
only two during its current seven-game 
winning streak. The Bucs have scored 
27 points off five takeaways during 
their two playoff victories.

LONG TIME COMING
Tampa Bay ended a 12-year playoff 

drought this season. The journey to 
the NFC championship game has 
been especially gratifying for ninth-
year linebacker Lavonte David, 
eighth-year defensive linemen Wil-
liam Gholston and seventh-year re-
ceiver Mike Evans. They’ve spent 
their entire careers with the Bucs.

“It just goes to show throughout the 
hard times, the people upstairs and 
around the building believed in me,” 
David said. “Obviously, I believed in 
them, as well. It’s just an honor to still 
be here, to still be able to live out my 
dream as a Tampa Bay Buccaneer.”

PROTECTING RODGERS
The Packers have allowed just  

21 sacks all season and didn’t give up 
any sacks last week against the Los 
Angeles Rams, who had 53 sacks 
during the regular season. But they 
allowed five sacks in their regular- 
season loss to Tampa Bay.

JONES VS. JONES
Green Bay’s Aaron Jones rushed for 

1,104 yards in the regular season and 
ran for 99 more against the Rams, but 
he was held to 15 yards on 10 carries 
when the Packers lost to Tampa Bay 
in October. 

Tampa Bay’s Ronald Jones rushed 
for 113 yards and two touchdowns in 
that Oct. 18 victory over Green Bay. 
He split carries with Leonard Four-
nette in Tampa Bay’s triumph at New 
Orleans last week. 

ROAD BACK HOME
Tampa Bay is seeking to become 

the first team in league history to ad-
vance to a Super Bowl that will be 
played in its home stadium.

“We don’t play that game this week. 
That’s the message to everybody,” 
coach Bruce Arians said. “We play the 
Packers in the NFC championship 
game. If you start thinking about the 
Super Bowl, you get beat and (will) be 
packing your bags on Monday.”

NFC
Continued from Page B1
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Mann scores 24, Florida knocks off Georgia
Red-hot FSU 
routs No. 20 

Clemson
Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. — Tre 
Mann scored a career-high 
24 points, leading five into 
double-digit scoring, and 
Florida broke away from 
Georgia 92-84 on 
Saturday.

Noah Locke added  
16 points, making four 
3-pointers, Colin Castleton 
scored 14, Tyree Appleby 
14 and Omar Payne 10 for 
the Gators (8-4, 5-3 South-
eastern Conference) who 
have now won two in a row 
after upending No. 6 Ten-
nessee earlier in the week.

Florida has won five of 
six in Georgia under coach 
Mike White and Saturday 
scored the most points in 
regulation at Georgia 
since 1994. The hot-shoot-
ing Gators finished at 57% 
from the floor (37 of 65) 
with seven 3-pointers and 
making 11 of 17 at the line. 

Andrew Garcia scored 17 
points on 8-for-9 shooting 
and K.D. Johnson added 16 
to pace Georgia (9-5, 2-5), 
which saw a modest two-
game win streak end.  
Justin Kier scored  
14 points, Toumani Camara 
11 and Sahvir Wheeler  
10 for the Bulldogs.

Mann scored 17 points 
after halftime as Florida 
broke open a 42-39 lead. 
The Gators opened the 
second on a 13-3 burst 
while Georgia missed six 
of its first seven shots and 
had four turnovers. Flor-
ida extended its lead to 
58-42 after an Appleby 
3-pointer. Appleby scored 
12 of his 14 after halftime.

Wheeler, with his  
10 points and 10 assists for 
the Bulldogs, earned his 
fifth points-assists double- 
double of the season. He 
has the second-most by 
any SEC player in  

the 2000s behind Ken-
tucky’s Tyler Ulis 
(2015-16).

Florida not only stunned 
the sixth-ranked Vols  
75-49 on Tuesday, but did it 
short-handed. On Satur-
day, Castleton returned 
after missing the Tennes-
see game (ankle) but Scot-
tie Lewis missed his fourth 
straight game (health and 
safety protocols).

Georgia entered the 
game ranked 18th nation-
ally in steals, at nine per 
game, with three players 
— Kier, Wheeler and Cam-
rara — ranked in the 
SEC’s top 10. Saturday, 
Florida doubled Georgia 
in the steals category, 10-5. 
Kier had three, Camara 
one and Wheeler none.

Appleby led with four 
steals.

The Gators are at Van-
derbilt on Wednesday. 
Georgia visits South Caro-
lina on Wednesday.

Florida State 80, 
No. 20 Clemson 61

TALLAHASSEE — Florida 
State had two weeks to stew 
on a Dec. 29 loss at Clemson 
when their season was inter-
rupted by coronavirus proto-
cols, and the Seminoles took 
the chance to re-evaluate and 
fine-tune.

They’re certainly rolling 
now, winning four straight 
games — three of them by 
double figures.

Balsa Koprivica had  
13 points and 10 rebounds for 
his first career double-double 
and Florida State pulled away 
early and routed No. 20 Clem-
son 80-61.

Sardaar Calhoun added a 
season-best 13 points for 
Florida State (9-2, 5-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference). Calhoun, 
a junior college transfer, made 
4 of 5 3-pointers.

“We’re better than what we 
were playing before,” said 
RaiQuan Gray, who had  
11 points. “We feel that we’re 
the best team in the country 
and we want to go out each 

night and prove it. Just mark-
ing everybody off the list. Next 
up. That’s our mentality going 
forward.”

John Newman III scored  
12 points for Clemson (9-4, 
3-4), which has dropped three 
straight games.

Florida State used a  
15-2 run early in the first half to 
take a commanding  
24-9 lead with 9:16 until half-
time. The Seminoles prevented 
dribble drives, a big factor in 
Clemson’s win over them in 
December, and cruised to a 
42-24 lead at the half.

“I think just in general we’ve 
been working a lot on help-
side defense,” said Koprivica, 
a 7-foot-1 sophomore center. 
“That was one of our weak-
nesses. It’s starting to show a 
little bit more each and every 
game.”

In the first half, Clemson 
had more turnovers (seven) 
than made shots (4 of 24). 
The Tigers were 14 of 16 from 
the free-throw line, helping to 
keep them in the game early 
before the Seminoles poured 
it on in the second half. Flor-
ida State led by 38 with  
11:20 left in the game.

Clemson shot 17 of  
56 (30.4%) from the floor and 
5 of 30 (16.7%) from 3-point 
range. The Tigers’ three 
straight losses — to Virginia, 
at Georgia Tech and at Florida 
State — have all been by 
double figures.

“Obviously we got to get 
this fixed,” Clemson coach 
Brad Brownell said. “I think 
there’s guys in this locker 
room that care enough to do 
it. … We haven’t played very 
well and those teams have 
made us pay. We’ve lost a lit-
tle confidence.”

Florida State made 29 of  
60 (48.3%) from the floor and 
12 of 28 (42.9%) from 3-point 
range. The Seminoles are  
4-0 since going two weeks 
between games due to coro-
navirus protocols, getting wins 
over NC State, North Caro-
lina, at Louisville and 
Clemson.

No. 2 Baylor 81, 
Oklahoma State 66

STILLWATER, Okla — 
Jared Butler scored 22 points 
and No. 2 Baylor overcame a 
halftime deficit to beat under-
manned Oklahoma State 
81-66.

No. 8 Houston 68, 
Temple 51

PHILADELPHIA — Marcus 
Sasser and Quentin Grimes 
each scored 15 points and 
Houston rolled to its sixth 
straight victory, beating Temple.

Oklahoma 75,  
No. 9 Kansas 68
NORMAN, Okla. — 

De’Vion Harmon scored  
22 points and Oklahoma beat 
Kansas for its second victory 
of the month over a Top 10 
opponent.

No. 15 Ohio St. 74, 
No. 10 Wisconsin 62

MADISON, Wis. — E.J. 
Liddell scored 20 points and 

Ohio State never trailed in a 
74-62 victory over Wisconsin .

No. 11 Creighton 
74, No. 23 UConn 66

OMAHA, Neb. — Denzel 
Mahoney scored 20 points 
and Creighton broke open a 
close game in the last 10 min-
utes to beat Connecticut.

No. 14 West Virginia 
79, Kansas State 47

MANHATTAN, Kan. — 
Miles McBride scored  
18 points to help West Vir-
ginia beat Kansas State in the 
Mountaineers’ first game in 
two weeks because of 
COVID-19 protocols.

Syracuse 78,  
No. 16 Virginia Tech 60

SYRACUSE, N .Y. — 
Quincy Guerrier had  
20 points, Marek Doelzaj 
added 18 and Alan Griffin had 
15 points, 10 rebounds and a 
career-high seven blocks to 
help Syracuse beat Virginia 
Tech.

Maryland 63,  
No. 17 Minnesota 49

MINNEAPOLIS — Eric 
Ayala had 21 points and three 
steals to help Maryland de-
liver another road upset of a 
ranked Big Ten opponent, a 
wire-to-wire victory over 
Minnesota.

No. 18 Alabama 81, 
Mississippi St. 73
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — 

Herbert Jones had 17 points 
and seven assists to help 
streaking Alabama beat Mis-
sissippi State.

Stanford 73,  
No. 24 UCLA 72, OT

SANTA CRUZ, Calif. — 
Oscar da Silva scored off an 
inbound pass as time expired 
in overtime to lift Stanford 
over UCLA, ending the Bruins’ 
unbeaten streak in the Pac-12. 

SMU 78, UCF 65
ORLANDO — Kendric 

Davis had 21 points as SMU 
topped Central Florida 78-65. 

Associated Press
Baylor guard Jared Butler (12) goes to the basket in front of Oklahoma State forward 
Matthew-Alexander Moncrieffe, rear, in the first half of a game Saturday in Stillwater, 
Okla.

Homa, Finau, Kim share lead at American Express
Associated Press

LA QUINTA, Calif. — Max 
Homa has the word “relentless” 
tattooed on his right arm so the 
Southern California native will 
see it every morning when he 
brushes his teeth.

Homa has been mercilessly 
chewing up the Stadium Course 
at The American Express with 
17 birdies in the last two days — 
although it also bit him back 
with a few big-number bogeys.

If he can keep up the relent-
lessness Sunday, Homa could 
have his second career PGA 
Tour trophy in his arms.

Homa made nine birdies and 
shrugged off a double bogey on 
the way to a 7-under 65 in the 
third round Saturday, joining 
Tony Finau and Si Woo Kim 
atop the leaderboard at  
15-under 201.

Richy Werenski also shot a 65 
and moved within a shot of the 
lead at PGA West near Palm 
Springs. Scotland’s Russell 
Knox shot the day’s low round 
with a 64 — one stroke off the 
course record — to join Brian 
Harman and Emiliano Grillo at 
13 under.

Finau and Kim both shot 67 
and finished strong in the rain, 
joining Homa in prime position 
for a win. The tournament is Ho-
ma’s first of the new year on a 
course he has played regularly 
since he attended high school in 
Valencia, about two hours away 
in the Los Angeles area.

“I wouldn’t say it’s ever easy to 
make birdies, but I’ve given my-
self a ton of looks,” Homa said. 
“I think we only missed a few 
greens today, which is good. You 
just want to keep staying in that 
rhythm on the greens when 
you’re rolling it well.”

After beginning the third 
round three shots off the lead, 
Homa surged up the board with 
four birdies in his first five holes 
— before he put his tee shot in 
the water and two-putted for 
that double bogey on the sev-
enth. Homa made up for it with 
birdies on five of his next eight 
holes, including three in a row 
down the back stretch.

The Burbank-born son of a 
well-known acting coach is giv-
ing himself positive affirmations 
in his bid to embody the word on 
his arm. He didn’t even get down 
after a miserable triple bogey 
Friday in which he hit two shots 

into bunkers and a third into the 
water before two-putting from  
4 feet on the 10th.

“There’s obviously a handful 
of very daunting holes, but I’ve 
been fortunate enough to play 
here a ton, so I have a pretty 
good feel for the place,” Homa 
said. “I’ve been able to put my-
self in a position to have good 
looks for birdie, and I’ve been 
putting great. It’s just something 
about these greens. It feels like 
home.”

Kim, who is chasing his third 
career win, played the Stadium 
Course without a bogey for the 
second time in three days, while 
the streakier Finau bounced 
back from a double bogey on the 
13th with three consecutive 
birdies.

Finau put his tee shot in the 
water on the 13th and then 
missed a 10-inch putt, but the 
Utah native rebounded with 
three of his eight birdies on a se-
ries of impressive approach 
shots.

“Sometimes it’s not a terrible 
thing to hit a bad shot as long as 
you know what you did,” Finau 
said. “So it actually helped me 
on the holes coming in. I was 
able to hit a lot of quality shots 
really close, and I was able to 
finish off a solid round.”

Finau is also seeking his sec-
ond career PGA Tour victory and 
his first since 2016 despite head-
ing into the final round with a 
share of the lead four times.

“Fortunately for me, I’ve had a 
lot of opportunities, so hopefully 
everything that I’ve learned, I’m 
going to bottle up,” Finau said. 
“I’m a competitor. I’ve won at 
every level. I would be lying if I 
said it doesn’t sting to not have 
another (title), so tomorrow is a 
big day.”

The field played through 
sparse desert rain in the after-
noon. Precipitation finally fell 
in earnest when the final group 
reached the 18th hole, with 
Finau and Kim forced to pull 
out their umbrellas.

Second-round leader Sungjae 
Im struggled to a 73, leaving him 
five shots off the lead after four 
bogeys — including a triple 
bogey on the ninth after putting 
two straight shots in the water. 
First-round leader Brandon 
Hagy shot a 72 and was even 
with Im at 10 under.

Werenski charged into fourth 
with a round that included six 

birdies and was highlighted by 
an eagle on the fifth after an ex-
ceptional 224-yard approach 
shot left him a 4-foot putt.

The 29-year-old Massachu-
setts native is also seeking his 
second PGA Tour win. After 
going bogey-free through his 
first 48 holes at The American 
Express, he finally missed a  
10-foot par putt on the 13th be-
fore rallying with two more bird-
ies down the stretch

“I’ve been giving myself plenty 
of looks and just haven’t been 
converting them, and today I fi-
nally made some (putts),” Wer-
enski said. “So I think we’re 
kind of turning the corner.”

Australia’s Cameron Davis 
had the shot of the day on the 
15th, holing out for eagle from 
157 yards away from a section of 
rough below the fairway. Davis 
finished the third round at  
12-under 204 along with Rory 
Sabbatini, Chase Seiffert, Fran-
cesco Molinari and Doug Ghim.

McIlroy takes 1-shot 
edge at Abu Dhabi

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emir-
ates — Rory McIlroy will take a one-
shot lead into the final round of the 
season-opening Abu Dhabi Champi-
onship after posting a 5-under 67.

McIlroy holed out from 73 yards to 
eagle the 10th and added five bird-
ies to go 13 under, wrestling control 
of the tournament from Tyrrell Hatton 
(71), who trails by a shot.

Korda with 60 moves 
within 2 shots of Kang

LAKE BUENA VISTA — Danielle 
Kang played great, tying her career 
low with an 8-under 63 and protect-
ing her lead in the Diamond Resorts 
Tournament of Champions.

Jessica Korda owned the day. 
A sizzling 28 on the back nine — 

9-under par — at Four Seasons Golf 
and Sports Club Orlando lifted 
Korda to an 11-under 60, just one 
shot off the LPGA Tour scoring mark. 

Clarke wins for 2nd 
straight Champions title

LA’UPULEHU-KONA, Hawaii — 
Darren Clarke won the Mitsubishi 
Electric Championship by two 
strokes for his second straight PGA 
Tour Champions victory, playing the 
back nine in 6 under in a closing 
8-under 64.

American Express
Saturday

At PGA West
La Quia, Calif.

Purse: $6.7 million
Stadium Course

Yardage: 7,147; Par: 72
Third Round

Max Homa	 66-70-65—201	-15
Si Woo Kim	 66-68-67—201	-15
Tony Finau	 68-66-67—201	-15
Richy Werenski	 69-68-65—202	-14
Russell Knox	 69-70-64—203	-13
Brian Harman	 68-68-67—203	-13
Emiliano Grillo	 69-66-68—203	-13
Cameron Davis	 68-70-66—204	-12
Rory Sabbatini	 68-69-67—204	-12
Chase Seiffert	 72-67-65—204	-12
Francesco Molinari	 69-66-69—204	-12
Doug Ghim	 67-68-69—204	-12
Matt Jones	 70-68-67—205	-11
Byeong Hun An	 65-73-67—205	-11
Paul Casey	 72-65-68—205	-11
Luke List	 69-68-68—205	-11
Talor Gooch	 74-66-65—205	-11
Roger Sloan	 69-67-69—205	-11
Patrick Cantlay	 69-71-65—205	-11
Gary Woodland	 70-68-68—206	-10
Andrew Putnam	 67-69-70—206	-10
John Huh	 68-68-70—206	-10
Brandon Hagy	 64-70-72—206	-10
Sungjae Im	 68-65-73—206	-10

Abu Dhabi HSBC 
Championship

Saturday
At Abu Dhabi Golf Club

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Purse: $8 million; Yardage: 7,583; Par: 72

Third Round
Rory Mcilroy, N. Ireland	 64-72-67—203	-13
Tyrrel Hatton, England	 65-68-71—204	-12
Tommy Fleetwood, England	71-67-67—205	-11
David Lipsky, United States	72-66-68—206	-10
Marc Warren, Scotland	 72-66-68—206	-10
Rafa Cabrera Bello, Spain	 67-67-73—207	 -9
Jason Scrivener, Australia	 67-70-71—208	 -8
Fabrizio Zanotti, Paraguay	66-71-72—209	 -7
Mikko Korhonen, Finland	 69-69-71—209	 -7
Matt Wallace, England	 68-70-71—209	 -7
Chris Paisley, England	 72-68-69—209	 -7

Wade Ormsby, Austria	 69-70-70—209	 -7
Mike Lorenzo-Vera, France	69-72-68—209	 -7
George Coetzee, S. Africa	70-71-68—209	 -7
C. Bezuidenhout, S. Africa	71-71-67—209	 -7

Diamond Resorts 
Tournament of 

Champions
Saturday

At Four Season Golf and Sports Club
Lake Buena Vista, Fla.

Purse: $1.2 million; Yardage: 6,645; Par: 71
Third Round

Danielle Kang	 64-65-63—192	-21
Jessica Korda	 65-69-60—194	-19
Nelly Korda	 65-66-67—198	-15
In Gee Chun	 68-65-67—200	-13
Brooke Henderson	 67-69-65—201	-12
Cheyenne Knight	 69-66-67—202	-11
Angela Stanford	 67-69-67—203	-10
Brittany Lincicome	 66-74-64—204	 -9
Celine Boutier	 69-70-65—204	 -9
Sophia Popov	 68-69-67—204	 -9
Gaby Lopez	 65-68-71—204	 -9

Tour Mitsubishi 
Electric Championship 

at Hualalai
Saturday

Ka’upulehu-Kona, Hawaii
Purse: $1.8 million

Hualalai Golf Course
Yardage: 7,107; Par: 72

Final Round
Darren Clarke, $310,000	 63-68-64—195	-21
Retief Goosen, $182,500	 62-71-64—197	-19
Jerry Kelly, $130,000	 64-67-68—199	-17
Fred Couples, $90,000	 71-63-67—201	-15
Scott Parel, $90,000	 64-71-66—201	-15
Kevin Sutherland, $90,000	66-68-67—201	-15
Gene Sauers, $65,000	 68-67-69—204	-12
Mike Weir, $65,000	 71-67-66—204	-12
Jim Furyk, $52,500	 68-68-69—205	-11
Scott McCarron, $52,500	 67-70-68—205	-11
K.J. Choi, $38,600	 66-72-68—206	-10
Ernie Els, $38,600	 69-69-68—206	-10
Brandt Jobe, $38,600	 68-67-71—206	-10
Bernhard Langer, $38,600	68-67-71—206	-10
David Toms, $38,600	 68-68-70—206	-10

Associated Press
Tony Finau watches his approach shot from the 18th fairway during the 
third round of The American Express golf tournament on the Pete Dye 
Stadium Course at PGA West, Saturday in La Quinta, Calif. 



Embiid hits 
late FT, 76ers 
beat Pistons

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kevin 
Durant scored 31 points, 
Kyrie Irving took over late 
and had 28 and the Brook-
lyn Nets overcame Bam 
Adebayo’s career-high  
41 points to beat the Miami 
Heat 128-124 on Saturday 
night.

James Harden finished 
with 12 points, 11 assists 
and seven rebounds as the 
Nets won for the first time 
with their three superstars 
playing together. They lost 
consecutive games with 
dismal defensive efforts in 
Cleveland and barely got 
enough stops to hold  
off a short-handed Heat  
team that had been lim-
ited to 81 points a night 
earlier.

But Irving helped pull 
them through, with  
12 points in the final  
5:48 after the Heat had 
erased nearly all of an  
18-point deficit.

Joe Harris added  
23 points and seven 
3-pointers for Brooklyn.

Goran Dragic scored  
19 points and Kendrick 
Nunn and Duncan Robin-
son each had 18 for the 
Heat, who remain without 
Jimmy Butler and Tyler 
Herro. Adebayo also had 
nine assists while blowing 
past his previous best 
scoring night of 30 points.

Durant was 5 for 5 and 
scored 13 points in the 
third quarter, with the last 
of his three 3-pointers in 
the period making it 96-80. 
Adebayo beat the buzzer 
with a jumper, then Miami 
opened the fourth with a 
13-0 run to get within 
96-95.

Irving, Harden and Du-
rant quickly combined for 
eight straight points but 
Adebayo kept coming. and 

the Nets needed a couple 
of clutch baskets from Ir-
ving and late free throws 
to pull it out. 

Harris had four  
3-pointers and 12 points in 
the first quarter. The Nets 
were ahead 60-42 with a 
little more than two min-
utes left in the half, but 
Miami trimmed it to  
66-56 on Adebayo’s 
3-pointer just before the 
buzzer.

Harden didn’t have an 
official shot attempt in the 
first quarter. He finally at-
tempted a shot with  
0.7 seconds left and was 
fouled behind the arc, 
making all three free 
throws for a 36-25 lead.

76ers 114,  
Pistons 110

DETROIT — Joel Embiid 
had 33 points and 14 re-
bounds, and his two free 
throws with 7.2 seconds left 
helped the Philadelphia 76ers 
seal a 114-110 victory over 
the Detroit Pistons.

Ben Simmons added  
20 points, nine rebounds and 
seven assists for the 76ers, 
and he made a couple big 
free throws of his own in the 
final minute. Philadelphia is 
atop the Eastern Conference 
but didn’t push its lead over 
the last-place Pistons into 
double figures until early in 
the fourth quarter. That was 
when Dwight Howard’s dunk 
put the 76ers up 99-88.

Detroit trailed 110-108 after 
Jerami Grant made a 
3-pointer with 28.5 seconds 
left, but Simmons calmly 
made two free throws to push 
the lead to four. Delon 
Wright’s layup made it  
112-110, but Embiid closed 
the game out with his free 
throws and finished 12 of  
17 from the line.

Wayne Ellington scored  
17 points for the Pistons, who 
led 63-61 at halftime and kept 
the game competitive despite 
being without Blake Griffin 
and Derrick Rose.

Embiid scored 80 points in 
his previous two games, both 

wins over Boston. He said he 
had a sore back following a 
hard fall on his tailbone in Fri-
day’s game against the Celt-
ics, but he was able to play, 
and the Pistons had all sorts 
of trouble stopping him.

Embiid scored 21 points in 
the first half, keeping the 
76ers within two even though 

Detroit outscored Philadelphia 
27-6 from beyond the arc 
through two quarters.

Timberwolves 120, 
Pelicans 110

MINNEAPOLIS — Naz Reid 
scored 20 points and Minne-
sota beat New Orleans to snap 

a four-game losing streak.
Anthony Edwards scored 

18 points and Jared Vander-
bilt set career highs with  
16 points and 11 rebounds for 
Minnesota, which snapped a 
four-game skid.

Brandon Ingram led New 
Orleans with 30 points. Eric 
Bledsoe added 28 and Zion 

Williamson finished with  
19 points and 11 rebounds for 
the Pelicans, who have lost 
three straight and eight of 
their last nine. 

Minnesota center Karl- 
Anthony Towns missed his 
fourth straight game after test-
ing positive for the coronavi-
rus on Jan. 15.
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 • Commercial / Residential
 • Re-Paint Specialist
 • Drywall & Stucco Repairs
 • Pool Decks
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 John Anderson
 352-683-5760

 www.craftsmenofpaint.com

 John Anderson
 352-683-5760

 www.craftsmenofpaint.com

 Craftsmen Of Paint LLC
 Quality Through 

 Meticulous Craftsmenship

 Craftsmen Of Paint LLC
 Quality Through 

 Meticulous Craftsmenship

 PAINTING
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 10% OFF
 VETERANS & 

 SENIORS

 Licensed & Insured

 EXTERIOR CLEANING

 352-586-2818

 TRAN

 FREE ESTIMATES!

 • All Exterior 
 Cleaning

 • Houses

 • Driveways
 • Walkways
 • Roofs
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 & SOFT
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 The Fireplace
 Advanced, LLC

 Full Fireplace and 
 Chimney Services

 Inspections
 Cleanings
 Repairs

 FIREPLACE SERVICE

 352-794-6589 or  
 352-795-7976

 LOCKSMITH

 Bonded & Insured

 352-661-4971
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 Mobile Key Express
 Serving Citrus  &
 Sumter County
 For Your Automotive 
 & Residential Needs!
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 ROOFING
 Quality and Honesty at its 
 finest. Reasonable Prices

 Bill: 352-219-9816
 Licensed & Insured CCC1331118

 • Residential Reroofs
 • Metal & Commercial
 • New Construction
 • Professional 

 Installation
 • Repairs 

 Available 
 •  Seamless Gutters

 • Leaks? 
 No Problem!

 TREE SERVICE

 Down to Earth
 TREE SERVICE
 352-257-1004
 Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding
 Tree Removal • Land Clearing

            Free Estimates
         Lic. & Ins.
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 YOU FILL - WE DUMP

 UNDER  $ 250
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 Veteran 
 Owned!

 352-302-7100
 352-303-6600

 EXCAVATING/FILL DIRT
 BUDD

 EXCAVATING
 BUDD

 EXCAVATING
 • Clearing  • Tree Work
 • Site Prep  • Debris Removal
 • Fill Dirt  • Demolition
 • Rock Driveways  • Commercial Burning
 • Bush Hogging

 Lamar Budd
 Owner

 352-400-1442
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 TREE CARE

 A full tree & lawn service with 
 over 40 years experience. 

 Specializing in tree pruning, tree 
 removal, and lawn maintenance 

 at an affordable price.

 Call Keith
 for your free estimate.
 352-476-8110

 Licensed & Insured

 All Citrus Tree & 
 Lawn Care LLC.
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 ELECTRICIAN

 A-1 ELECTRIC, INC.

 Master Electrician Owned & Operated
 FREE ESTIMATES

 ALL WORK GUARANTEED
 Major Credit Cards Accepted

 352-221-8986

 RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
 • REMODEL • REPAIRS

 • NEW 110/220 VOLT CIRCUITS
 • LIGHTING • CEILING FANS

 • PANEL UPGRADES
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.# 

EC
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 PAINTING

 352-465-6631

 Ferraro’s
     Painting

 Interior & Exterior
 Pressure Washing
 – FREE ESTIMATES –

 “Repaint
 Specialist”
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 GLASS/PATIO DOORS

 • Patio Door Rollers
 • Track Repair
 • Glass Replacement
 • Window Repair
 We warranty all our work!

 Haulin Glass

 CALL KEVIN FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

 352-344-9002
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 Registered with county/insured

 Call Today & Schedule 
 Your Peace-of- M ind 

 Pump- O ut!
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 • Pump Outs • Re-Sale Inspections
 • Lift Stations • Grease Traps
 • Residential Sewer Line Cleaning
 • Drainfield Installation & Repair

 24 HR .  EMERGENCY SERVICE

 Licensed & Insured CA0221

 SEPTIC SERVICE TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

 K&K
 TREE & DEBRIS

 • Trimming  • Debris Removal
 • Pruning  • Bucket Truck Work
 • Stump Grinding  • Free Estimates
 • Bobcat Services  • Professional Climbers

 LICENSED & INSURED

 (352) 535-3846
 352-535-3765

 10% OFF for New Customers!

 “We  won’t charge you an arm and a leg, 
                 we just want your limbs.”
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 PAINTING

 “Quality That Won’t 
 Rob The Nest Egg”

 COMPLETE PAINTING SERVICES
 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

 No Down Payment Required
 All Major Credit Cards Accepted

 Call (352) 597-2440
 Senior/Military Discounts • Fully Insured

 Owner - honorably discharged U.S. Marine

 A-Action Tree Service
 (352) 726-9724

 TREE SERVICE

 Licensed & Insured

 Professional
 Arborist

 Serving 
 Citrus 
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 By the piece, pallet or the yard! 

 Bahia & St. Augustine
 AVAILABLE!

 Located Just South of
 Howards Flea Market in Homosassa

 Now Available WINTER RYE SEED!!
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 TREE SERVICE

 Tree Service

 Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured

 Erik   352-476-7314
 • Prof. Climbers
 • Stump Grinding
 • Bobcat Work
 • Bucket Truck

 • Firewood
 • Wood Chips
 • Crane Work
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 Extremely Hazardous 
 Tree Removal

 Mention This Ad & Get

 10 %  OFF LICENSED & INSURED • WORKER’S COMP • FREE ESTIMATES

 • TREE REMOVAL • CRANE SERVICE
 • HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL

 • TREE & PALM TRIMMING • BOBCAT 
 • BUCKET TRUCK • STUMP GRINDING

 Full Service – Specializing In:

 Joe Griffin, Owner / Operator
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 TREE CARE

 352-249-6495
 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

20202020

 00
0Z

B
G

Z

 PAINTING SERVICES

 Ted’s Painting
        & Home Services Co.

 Pressure Washing
 Interior & Exterior
 Driveways/Decks
 Drywall/Texture

 746-5190
 Licensed & Insured     Lic #240270

 Seamless Gutters
 Pool & Lanai Screen Enclosures

 Garage Door Sliders • Patio Covers
 Rescreening • Aluminum & Vinyl Work
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B
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 GUTTERS & SCREENS

 Serving Citrus County for 15 Years!

 Free Estimates | Licensed and Insured
 2258 N. Florida Ave., Hernando
 Credit Cards Accepted •  Veteran Owned 

 No Interest Financing Available

 Office: 352-419-8578

 LANDSCAPING
 A LTMAN ’ S  F AMILY  

 P EST  C ONTROL
 & L ANDSCAPING

 A LTMAN ’ S  F AMILY  
 P EST  C ONTROL

 & L ANDSCAPING
 • Lawn & Shrub Maintenance
 • Lawn & Pest Control Services
 • Residential & Commercial
 FREE INSPECTIONS • FREE ESTIMATES
 Local Hometown Business

 CALL NOW
 FOR A CHANGE!

 352-527-9373
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 State Certified
 State Licensed

 6575 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL

 ELECTRICAL

 24 Hours a Day • 7 Days a Week

 Independently owned & operated. 
 Lic #EC13003381 insured &  bonded

 352-364-4610
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 AAA
 ROOFING

 563-0411

 24  TIME BEST 
 OF THE BEST 

 WINNER!

 FREE  HAIL INSPECTION
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 ROOFING

20202020  Call  564-2931  to place your ad here !
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Durant, Irving help Nets hold off Adebayo, Heat 
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 5-Star Specialized Services 5-Star Specialized Services
 “It felt nice

 to feel like I was 
 more than just
 dollar signs.”

 “I love this group 
 of people.”

 “Very warm 
 people - Dr. Wallis is 

 informative and 
 amusing -  very 
 personable.”

 “I couldn’t have 
 a better staff 
 and doctor - 

 excellent care”

 “Susan and Bristi 
 are angels and so 

 is Dr. Wallis.”

 Here’s
 what our 

 patients say:

 000ZJHX

 CANNABIS MEDICAL  MARIJUANA

 NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
 English, French, Canadian and Spanish spoken here.
 • Cologuard
 • Colon & Stomach Endoscopy
 • Endoscopic Weight Loss Therapy “Aspire”
 • Fecal Microbiota Transplant

 We accept most insurance plans:
 United Healthcare, Tricare, & More

 6152 W Corporate Oaks Dr., Crystal River, FL 352.564.3900
 Brooksville Location 352.564.3900

 Open Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5pm  B. Jeffrey Wallis, MD, PA  www.AdvancedGIassociates.com

One of the great freedoms we 
have in America is our right 
to criticize.

We each have an opinion and our 
Constitution gives us the right to 
say what we want.

In the headlines over the past 
month, we have read about Russian 
critic Alexei Navalny. He criticized 
his country so his government tried 
to poison him.

Don’t take this as criticism, but 
the government’s efforts to poison 
its critic failed. When Navalny 

recuperated from the attack, he re-
turned to his country to continue 
his criticism. He was immediately 
arrested and jailed.

We’re lucky America doesn’t take 
such serious action against its crit-
ics. If it did, most of us in Citrus 
County would either be dead or in 
jail.

We love to criticize. Even when 
we’re not sure what we’re talking 
about.

Take for instance the criticism of 
local government for not filling up 

empty commercial buildings with 
new stores that we really want. 
Those types of criticisms are fre-
quently voiced in Sound Off calls, 
letters to the editor or Facebook 
posts.

We want a Target, Starbucks, a 
chain restaurant or some other 
type of business here and we criti-
cize government for not making it 
happen.

Well folks, it doesn’t work that 
way. Government can’t locate a 
business here. They can offer tax 

incentives, but that’s about it. Busi-
nesses make their own decisions 
and many (Belk, Sears, J.C. Penney) 
have made the decision to leave the 
county because consumers don’t 
spend enough money with them.

It’s not government’s fault that 
certain businesses are not here, it’s 
your fault.

If we shopped more at local 
stores, more stores would locate 
here.

� The county has gotten some 
See WINDOW/Page C3
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Cortney Stewart
SEEING  
BEYOND

The world loves a critic

Get back 
to basics of 
democracy
Wednesday was another 

historic day in 2021. Ex-
actly two weeks after 

the riots on Capitol Hill, we saw 
a lot more history play out be-
fore our eyes: a mostly empty 
inauguration audience, for 
starters. The normal scene of 
hundreds of thousands gath-
ered to watch our country tran-
sition from one leader to 
another was replaced with a 
lawn full of American flags flut-
tering in the breeze.

COVID-19 has changed so 
much of our lives over the past 
year, but I don’t know that any of 
us imagined this scene.

But it wasn’t just the strange 
inauguration optics that felt so 
different: the missing out-going 
president; the new normal fash-
ion of face masks all around. 
The 2021 inauguration of Presi-
dent Joe Biden made history in 
so many ways.

Most notably and, in my opin-
ion, most importantly, was the 
swearing in of Kamala Harris. 
While she became the 49th vice 
president of the United States, 
she also became the first 
woman, first Black and first 
South Asian to ever hold that 
office.

It was one of the most Ameri-
can things I’ve seen take place 
on the national stage in a long 
time.

Politics aside, it’s hard for me 
to see the inauguration festivi-
ties this week as anything but a 
reassurance and celebration of 
our country’s highest ideals. 
The flags filling the lawn 
weren’t what anyone had imag-
ined seeing at an inauguration, 
and yet, there was something 
very calming and settling about 
them. It was simple and quiet 
but somehow managed to speak 
volumes. Those tiny flags in the 
wind were soothing, reminding 
us that while these past months 
have been tumultuous and at 
times pretty scary, the flag still 
stands.

See BEYOND/Page C3

Citrus County is known 
for its beautiful water-
ways where residents 

and visitors enjoy swimming 
with manatees, scalloping, 
fishing and boat-
ing. The beauty of 
the Nature Coast 
has been pre-
served throughout 
time and many 
fear the impacts of 
future growth. 
The Suncoast 
Parkway is ap-
proaching and 
growth is immi-
nent. We must be 
prepared for in-
creased activity 
everywhere, espe-
cially on our pristine bodies 
of water. Citrus County en-
compasses an area of 773 
square miles in total, of which 
24.8% or 192 square miles are 
considered water. This large 
area made up of rivers, lakes 
and wetlands has become a 
recreational playground for 
so many to enjoy either from 
the shore or in a vessel. 

With that being said, Citrus 
County has long been an air-
boater’s paradise. The exten-
sive chain of lakes and rivers, 
along with the array of 

marshlands has made Citrus 
County very popular for air-
boat outings, especially at 
night.  At night is when our 
office receives complaints of 

those violating the 
Citrus County or-
dinance regarding 
the operation of 
airboats after-
hours. Citrus 
County Ordinance 
Section 106-2(b)1 
states, “no one 
shall operate an 
airboat between 
the hours of  
11 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
except as pro-
vided in subsec-
tion (b)2.” Citrus 

County Ordinance Section 
106-2(b)2 states “Between the 
dates of Nov. 10  through Jan. 
10 of each year, no one shall 
operate an airboat between 
the hours of 11 p.m. and one 
half hour before daylight.” 
Exemptions allow for a nui-
sance alligator trapper or an 
individual possessing an alli-
gator trapper license.

The ordinance strived to 
limit the amount of noise air-
boats project on the water-
ways during nighttime hours 
for two key reason. The first 

obvious reason is to prevent 
noise. Residents in the area, 
who are typically sleeping 
during this time, can hear 
this noise which causes a dis-
ruption in their sleep. The 
second key reason is the abil-
ity to locate the airboat if as-
sistance is needed. As we all 
know, sound is the vibration 
of air. But what you may not 
know is that the travel of a 
sound wave in hot air is faster 
than in cold air. Since sound 
moves toward areas of lower 
temperature, especially at 
night over water, the waves 
bend downward and move 
slowly toward the ground re-
sulting in the sound being 
heard further away. This is 
challenging considering de-
termining how far away the 
sound’s origin is when at-
tempting to locate an airboat 
for operating during prohib-
ited hours or, heaven forbid, 
during an emergency.  

When our office receives 
calls for service regarding 
airboaters out on a body of 
water after hours in violation 
of the county ordinance, we 
respond by either boat, air or 
vehicle depending on the lo-
cation. However, the airboat 
usually has moved on from 

the area where it was origi-
nally being reported by the 
time responding officers ar-
rive. How is that so? Well, 
most violators live on the wa-
terways and are able to avoid 
contact by quickly returning 
home. How do we know? Be-
cause after actively patrolling 
empty boat ramps (yes, empty, 
no boat trailers, no vehicles 
towing said trailers) during 
this restricted time and given 
our  we are able to make that 
determination. We strongly 
encourage every boater to 
enjoy the beauty of Citrus 
County, but to respect every 
citizen and abide by the cur-
rent airboat law, and dock it 
by 11 p.m. We want everyone 
in Citrus County to have a 
safe and enjoyable time boat-
ing, but please abide by our 
county ordinances.

If you hear violators of the 
ordinance and potentially 
know of the residences they 
are leaving from or returning 
to, let our office know at 352-
249-2790. We can attempt to 
make contact and take en-
forcement action there.

Mike Prendergast is sheriff 
of Citrus County.

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle file
An airboat leaves from the boat ramp on Lake Hernando.

Mike Prendergast
GUEST  

COLUMN

Know the county ordinances before putting your boat in the water

Citrus an airboat paradise
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Vaccine sign-up 
process needs work
This letter is in support of 

Lee Kane’s letter of Jan. 21. 
I totally agree that either a 
call center or a web or email 
registration page is needed. 
I have tried three times, un-
successfully to register with 
the Publix online applica-
tion. I get into the queue and 
babysit it for an hour and a 
half only to be kicked out 
stating the reservations are 
all taken. As a technology 
project coordinator, I find it 
difficult to realize that this 
approach has not been 
considered. 

Might I suggest Publix as 
well as the Florida Depart-
ment of Health engage a 
qualified web hosting pro-
fessional to create a page 
that allows for individuals to 
click on a link for his/her 
county, fill out the form with 
the pertinent information 
and submit the form and ob-
tain a confirmation number. 
Personnel of the pharmacy 
or DOH site will then enter 
that person’s request for the 
next available vaccination 
into a queue that notifies the 
individual by text, email or 
phone call with his/her date/ 
time and location of the re-
served vaccination. 

This approach may allevi-
ate some of the stress and 
churn with the current pro-
cess and allow for planning 
of vaccine distribution to the 
established pharmacies and 
DOH sites. Failure to plan is 
a plan to fail.

Pam Hollyfield
Beverly Hills

Column brought 
back memories

Most interesting and en-
joyable was the commentary 
in Sunday’s Chronicle. Lots 
of fun memories it brought 
back regarding Gerry Mulli-
gan and Ted Williams.

Between high school and 
college in the mid-’50s to 
early ’60s and living in Bos-
ton, I grew up exposed to lots 
of both early rhythm and 
blues, rock ’n’ roll and jazz 
that was the result of listen-
ing to Symphony Sid, WBOS 
DJ who came from NYC (Jazz 
at the Philharmonic MC) and 
Father Norman O’Connor 
who hosted jazz TV show on 
WGBH PBS station.

Both promoted live activi-
ties where teenagers could 
get to see first hand any of 
the jazz greats who were in 
town. George Wiens Sto-
ryville allowed teens to see 
them Friday afternoons 
where they would make spe-
cial appearances. I got see 
first hand everyone from 
Gene Krupa to George 
Shearing to Slim Gaillard to 
Gerry Mulligan and Chet 
Baker. Even local hotels like 
the Bradford let teens in 
free when bands like Count 
Basie and Duke Ellington 
were playing. I went to the 
first Newport Jazz Festival 
where Mulligan played.

When the annual Sports-
man Show was in town at 
Mechanics Hall. I saw both 
Ted Williams doing a fly 
fishing exhibition and Gerry 
Mulligan doing a gig amongst 
hunting and fisherman type 
spectators. Why he was there 
is difficult to fathom.

I had many of his record-
ings but ultimately gave 
them away, so now I some-
times catch him on Spec-
trum’s channel 444 jazz 

station. Interestingly, they 
occasionally play Mulligan 
on recordings with other 
greats like Dave Brubeck. 
Mulligan was a top notch ar-
ranger for many big bands 
like Stan Kenton as well as 
being pretty good pianist.

You never get too old to 
listen to good jazz especially 
from the ’50s and ’60s. You 
do get too old, however, to 
wear pegged pants, Mr. “C” 
collar pink shirts and have a 
duck tail hair style when you 
are in your 80s.

Thanks for your nice essay 
and for the memories it 
brought back.

Ken Everts
Beverly Hills

Couldn’t access 
vaccine website

I have an interesting thing 
to report regarding the 
COVID-19 injection system at 
Publix. My wife told me at  
5 a.m. that Publix is going to 
have appointments available 
at 6 a.m. I waited until 6 a.m. 
to enter the Publix website, 
which they designed for the 
public to make appointments. 
The site was not working and 
a note became visible stating 
there are technical difficul-
ties. We were not able to open 
the site to make an appoint-
ment. An hour later, the site 
became active and opened 
with a note that said, “Citrus 
County is fully booked.” 

If this is an example of 
America’s business superior-
ity, then our political system 
would match that. I continue 
to wait and search for the vac-
cine which might help my 70 
years on Earth to survive an-
other year.

Greg Strachov
Floral City

Think, think  
and think

This is in response to the 
letter that admonished us to 
“pray, pray, pray.” First of 
all, I voted for Donald 
Trump. So contrary to the 
letter writer’s assumptions, I 
am neither blind to the facts 
in front of me nor a commu-
nist. “Please don’t try to tell 
me there was no fraud,” you 
said. Far be it from me once 
your mind is made up to con-
fuse you with the facts. Nev-
ertheless, here they are.

It is a myth that Trump’s 
supporters did not get their 
day in court. Dozens of suits 
were filed in various states. 
They were all dismissed for 
lack of evidence. Trumpers 
watch Fox News with  
zombie-like acceptance of 
all the conspiracy accusa-
tions. However, when these 
same allegations appear in a 

court, there is a penalty for 
lying and the charges must 
have some basis in fact. This 
is when the cases get 
unraveled.

Here is an example. Fox 
News breathlessly covered 
Rudy Giuliani’s star witness 
in Michigan. A woman 
claimed to witness massive 
tampering with voting ma-
chines. She kept repeating, 
“I saw what I saw.” Then it 
was exposed that she was a 
temp hired for one day to 
clean the glass on copiers 
and other menial tasks. She 
did not monitor the ma-
chines and she was not in-
volved in setting them up or 
taking them down. When the 
company that installed the 
alleged corrupt machines 
threatened to sue her and 
the network for defamation 
of character, she changed 
her story and Fox retracted 
the story.

This is the type of “facts” 
all around me that I choose 
to ignore. What “facts” are 
you relying on? Dozens of 
suits brought to the states 
were dismissed. Many of the 
judges were appointed by 
Donald Trump. You also 
refer to a multitude of voters 
(as) “they” who regret voting 
for Biden. Did you take a 
poll? How did you come up 
with this unhappy crowd? Is 
it just a couple of relatives 
and neighbors that agree 
with you?

For all you Trumpers out 
there, it is time to take down 
the flags, banners and 
lighted displays. Disband 
the cult, cover the Kool-Aid, 
and accept the election. The 
man-child messiah is going 
home. He is throwing one 
last temper tantrum, but as 
William Shakespeare wrote, 
“It is a tale told by an idiot, 
full of sound and fury, but 
meaning nothing.”

Yes, lady, I will continue to 
pray, pray, pray for America. 
I only ask that you wean 
yourself from the cult and 
think, think, think.

Reid Hedengren
Citrus Hills

Boat ramps need  
updates, not a fee

Here we go again. Has any-
one noticed that anytime im-
proving boating facilities are 
mentioned, Commissioner 
Jeff Kinnard reacts nega-
tively. This community makes 
a lot of money and provides 
many jobs from boating and 
fishing, yet Kinnard shoots it 
down every time. Now he 
wants to charge boaters $10 
per launch. We only have a 
few boat ramps with Gulf ac-
cess. Those we do have are 
crowded, have no lighting for 
use at night and the lack of 
available safe parking is an 
embarrassment. The golden 
goose needs help. What has 
this guy ever done to help?

David Zeiher
Crystal River

Big trucks  
driving recklessly
Just because you own a big 

truck doesn’t give anyone 
the right to drive through 
the parking lot like you want 
to or park where you want 
to. 

I will call the law after if I 
see it again; I will have your 
tag number.

Danny Simmons
Inverness

“Keep your eyes on the stars 
and your feet on the ground.”

Theodore Roosevelt

FLORIDA VACCINE CHAOS

State, feds lack 
solid vaccine 

distribution plan
There is nearly universal 

frustration, anger and 
fear among Floridians 

about obtaining COVID vacci-
nations — for good reason. 
Supplies are lim-
ited, there’s no 
state distribution 
plan for Florida 
counties, and both 
federal and state 
governments have 
botched not just 
the logistics  
b u t  t h e 
communications.

The state says 
the federal gov-
ernment is not fol-
lowing through as 
promised. The 
federal govern-
ment says state 
misunderstanding led to un-
realistic expectations. We say 
hogwash. This is not a time for 
finger pointing and blame. It’s 
long past time for everyone to 
work together on clear com-
munication and a practical 
plan to deliver the lifesaving 
COVID vaccine.

Gov. Ron DeSantis has 
largely pushed off responsi-
bility to Florida’s 67 counties 
to manage how vaccine is dis-
tributed. The result: a pre-
dictable hodge-podge of 
initiatives, none of which has 
stood out as a best practice. 
The mass vaccination site 
model, with first come, first 
served — used here in Citrus 
County by the health depart-
ment — accomplishes the ob-
jective of administering as 
many doses as possible, but at 
tremendous cost to the over-
65 folks who spend hours in 
line hoping to get in before 
the cutoff.

No county is set up for a 
massive by-appointment pro-
gram. Even DeSantis admit-
ted that it “feels chaotic — 67 
different counties, systems 
and interpretations.” That’s 
why it was good news to hear 
Florida’s Emergency Manage-
ment Director Jared Moskow-
itz tell a legislative committee 
on Jan. 14 that a statewide on-
line appointment system is in 
the works. The bad news: he 
said “we plan to launch in the 
coming weeks.”

The even worse news: This 
is still apparently under 

discussion. And — speaking of 
statewide, online systems that 
are guaranteed to get heavy 
traffic — does Florida have a 
good track record? Most as-

suredly not, based 
on Florida’s  
problem-plagued 
CONNECT unem-
ployment claims 
system.

This pandemic 
is a lifetime-first 
public health cri-
sis that calls for 
best efforts from 
medical science, 
logistics experts 
and authoritative 
communicators. 
There currently 
are vaccines 
available and 

more are in the pipeline, so 
medical science is doing its 
part, though government 
could help ramp up produc-
tion. Months ago there should 
have been an all-hands-on-
deck effort from logistics ex-
perts in both public and 
private spheres to work out 
distribution plans. And from 
the beginning, there should 
have been straight talk from 
the government. Big fail on 
two out of three.

The most important princi-
ples of crisis communication 
are: be first; be right; be 
credible. As Aaron Bean, 
who chairs the state’s Senate 
Health Policy Committee, 
said, “If there is an orderly 
process that is clear and 
communicated well, most 
people are patient — they 
will wait their turn and know 
that new supplies are com-
ing. ... But when there’s no 
information, and there’s no 
rhyme or reason who’s get-
ting it, that’s the frustration.” 
He also told Florida Surgeon 
General Scott Rivkees to 
provide the public with a 
clear direction about the 
state’s plans.

Until we hear differently 
from the state (and can rely 
on it) the system currently in 
place is all we have. As the 
health department here 
keeps saying, please be pa-
tient. And keep practicing 
the three Ws: wash hands, 
wear masks, and watch your 
distance.

THE ISSUE:
Lack of  coherent 

planning and 
communication 

for COVID vaccine 
distribution.

OUR OPINION:
Both federal  

and state 
governments 

failed 
constituents.
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Too cold for infant to 
be half dressed

Sunday afternoon ... I saw a 
mother, with the dad nearby, 
changing an infant’s diaper on 
top of  their car and it was pretty 
cool out. I thought I saw it all, 
but apparently I haven’t. I may 
see more. I mean, this could 
have been done in the car. The 
baby looked to be about 2 or 3 
months old. So many children 
are walking around half  dressed 
in cold weather — no coats, no 
shoes — just wearing shorts and 
a T-shirt while the parents are 

dressed better. Some people 
just should not be parents

Let’s clean  
up the county
We are new to Citrus 

County, Inverness. It’s 
only a shame that we 
have to have a litter 
crew clean up the 
sides of  our roads. 
Why do people do 
that? You have to live 
here. It needs to stay 
clean. Be proud of  
your county, OK? An-
other issue is these homes that 

are not being kept up. There’s 
trash all over these yards — 

tires, old cars up on 
jacks, cars that have 
no tags on them. 
Can’t the county offi-
cials — I guess it’s 
Code Enforcement — 
come out on the 
streets and look them 
up? ... They need to 
come out here and be 
proud of  the county 
and issue citations 
without having to call 
each individual’s 

home and give your name  

and number.

Thanks for replacing 
the worn flag

I would like to thank the post-
master of  Homosassa Springs 
post office and anyone else in-
volved in replacing that torn and 
tattered American flag that was 
up for quite awhile. It was finally 
removed. Thanks for the new 
American and POW flags that 
look like great American flags. 
My husband, retired United 
States Marine Corps Master Ser-
geant, and I thank you very 
much.

What about those  
face masks?

Interesting, in today’s (front-
page) paper, the Jan. 18 MLK Jr. 
Day event pictured, are Dave 
Ryan, Brian Coleman and Rev. 
Alexander sharing a laugh. This 
year’s event is promoting the 
use of  face masks and social 
distancing. Look at every single 
person in the picture. Not one — 
not one — has a face mask on.

Editor’s note: As the caption 
under the photo noted, the photo 
was from January 2020, before the 
pandemic.

SOUND 
OFF

CALL

563-0579
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� I’m responding to (the 
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021) 
Sound Off’s “Hot Corner: 
Vaccination,” where you 
first start off  with the per-
son who says that for two 
days, it was not first come, 
first served and you had to 
get an appointment by 
going online. Do you real-
ize there are many, many 
people in Citrus County 
who do not have a cell-
phone, do not have a com-
puter, nor the necessary 
knowledge of  a computer 
or how to use one to go 
online? So therefore, I to-
tally disagree with you. 
And you know it was first 
come, first served. There 
was no appointments only. 
All those people lined up 
and then were turned 
away because there was 
only 800 shots.

� Please tell me, if  I am 
a senior citizen in my 80s 
and I do not have a com-
puter to make an appoint-
ment for a vaccination, 
how on earth do I get to 
have my vaccination? I be-
lieve that doctors’ offices 
should get vaccines and 
then they can hand it out 
to their seniors who do not 
have computers. This is 
very important, I believe. I 
would really like to have a 
vaccination, but I can’t get 
on the Publix line because 

I don’t have a computer 
and I’m not waiting in line 
in my car for four or five 
hours. Doctors’ offices 
need to give some 
vaccinations.

� Does anyone have an 
explanation why Gov. De-
Santis would override the 
CDC recommendation of  
75-year-olds and above 
getting the virus vaccine 
first and reducing it to 
65-year-olds?

� Are the people who 

set up the COVID-19 com-
puter signup fiasco aware 
many people don’t have 
access to a computer or 
the knowledge to use it? 
Does that mean they will 
be unable to get the 
vaccine?

� If  you are justifiably 
concerned about the local, 
state, national vaccine roll-
out, think about who you 
voted for and why.

� I was reading in the 
paper this morning about 

Publix was having their 
shots for the virus (the 
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021, 
front-page story). It says 
no calling or visiting the 
store will be allowed to get 
appointments and you can 
only make an appointment 
online. I think that’s being 
prejudiced. We’re in our 
90s and we’ve been Publix 
customers for years and 
all of  a sudden they say if  
we don’t have a computer, 
we can’t get a (vaccine)? I 

don’t think that’s fair at 
all. ... We don’t have a 
computer and they said 
we can’t call in.  I mean, 
that doesn’t make sense.

� I was so excited when 
I saw on your front page, 
“Publix gets more vac-
cines,” Wednesday (Jan. 
20, 2021). In the article, it 
said to get the vaccine, 
you must call before  
6 a.m. on Wednesday. 
That’s a joke. We don’t get 
up at 5 o’clock. That’s a 

joke. Nice going, 
Chronicle.

Editor’s note: The story 
stated to call after 6 a.m.

� I attempted to make 
an appointment at 6 a.m. 
for a vaccine through the 
Publix website Jan. 20 and 
was in a queue, which re-
freshed frequently. An hour 
later, I am still in this 
queue, but when scrolling 
down, it said Citrus County 
was fully booked. It appears 
the queue is for the entire 
state of  Florida. When Pub-
lix asks which state I am in, 
perhaps they could also ask 
which county. I suppose this 
is some better than what 
the Department of  Health 
is doing, but it is still 
frustrating.

� As I sit here glued to 
my computer screen trying 
desperately to get an ap-
pointment for a vaccine 
shot, Florida Gov. DeSantis 
whines that he doesn’t like 
President Biden’s plan for 
the vaccine. I must have 
missed the governor’s 
plan. First come, first 
served, never enough is 
not a plan, Governor.

� I think it would be 
nice if  the Chronicle was 
to report whether there 
were any adverse effects 
to the first round of  vac-
cine that was adminis-
tered here in Citrus 
County.

Hot Corner: VACCINATIONS

criticism because it is 
pushing some of its 
CARES Act funds (CARES 
dollars come from the feds 
to help local communities 
survive the economic im-
pact of the pandemic) to 
United Way and the cham-
ber of commerce. Critics 
complain the county 
shouldn’t be giving away 
the CARES money.

Here’s the deal: They 
are not.

The money is being 
given to United Way and 
the chamber so they can 
push those dollars down to 
businesses and people in 
need. The nonprofits ar-
en’t keeping the money, 
they are just efficiently 
trying to get it into the 

hands of people who need 
it.

Think about government 
using Publix to get the vac-
cine out. Publix is helping 
by using its resources to 
try and get a big job done.

� And speaking of Pub-
lix, critics have jumped on 
them because of the pace 
of the vaccine distribution. 
Publix can only give out 
the vaccine that the gover-
nor gives them. They are 
not producing a vaccine 
nor making money on it. 
They are volunteering to 
be a link in the chain of 
distribution.

But people still voice 
criticism because the 
stores run out of appoint-
ments way too soon. Well 
this is the reality: When 
Publix was given 70,000 
doses of the virus to divide 
up between their 242 
stores, that means each 

store (if they were divided 
equally) would only get 
290 doses.

It does not take long to 
use up 290 doses. Citrus 
County has 150,000 people 
not including the visitors 
from The Villages.

Even though it is limited 
by the number available, 
the Publix model of mak-
ing an appointment for the 
vaccine makes a lot more 
sense than having people 
get up in the middle of the 
night to wait in their cars 
for an opportunity to get 
the shot. When you wait 
for five hours and don’t get 
a vaccine, you can get 
cranky.

And when you are 90 
years old and wait five 
hours and don’t get a vac-
cine, you have the right to 
be cranky. Real cranky.

� The recent news story 
about the possibility of 

having fees for boat ramp 
use has created a whole 
new wave of critics.

Almost no one likes the 
idea.

The critics say that boat-
ers pay property taxes and 
those monies should be 
used to build and main-
tain boat ramps. Citrus 
County is well known as a 
place with low property 
taxes, but what happens if 
property taxes are used to 
cover the cost of every-
thing that citizens want to 
have?

Those taxpayers who 
go to county-owned Bi-
centennial Park pool 
have to pay $2 to swim. If 
you want to make use of a 
little league or softball 
field for your team, you 
must pay a fee.

People pay to park at 
Hunter Springs in Crystal 
River. And those who 

want to visit the state at-
traction at Homosassa 
Springs must pay an en-
trance fee.

Should we really make 
the Inverness resident 
who doesn’t own a boat 
pay property taxes to 
maintain and expand 
boat ramps in Ozello? 
How is that fair?

No one likes user fees 
or property taxes, but if 
we want to maintain and 
expand facilities, some-
one has to pay.

� Here’s the major di-
lemma for the next gener-
ation: Taxes on gasoline 
in Florida are used as the 
main funding source for 
building and maintaining 
our roads.

Guess who no longer 
buys gasoline? The peo-
ple who own electric 
cars.

That fancy Model 3 

Tesla that just zipped 
past you with its noise-
less electric motor is not 
contributing at all to the 
cost of roads on a local or 
state level.

What happens when 
10% of the automobiles 
are electric? What hap-
pens if electric cars be-
come 50% of the market?

Governments will have 
little choice. They will ei-
ther have to raise the taxes 
on those who still use gas-
oline or figuring out a new 
fee structure for all 
vehicles.

Critics will have a field 
day blasting both of those 
options. Get your com-
plaints ready now.

Gerry Mulligan is the 
publisher of the Chronicle. 
Email him at gmulligan@
chronicleonline.com.
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The other really Ameri-
can thing that took place 
on Wednesday was the 
successful transfer of 
power. I don’t know that I 
would characterize it as 
peaceful, but it was suc-
cessful. One president 
moved out and another 
one moved in. And while 
the events of the early part 
of January were the clos-
est we’ve been in modern 
history to seeing a failure 
in that tradition — it didn’t 
break. And that’s a big 
deal.

Now we’re all waiting to 

see what the future holds; 
to divine if we can mend 
the great divides that have 
split our people; to un-
cover if we can truly agree 
again on what it means to 
be American.

Only time will tell if 
Biden and Harris will 
bridge the gap of how we 
define ourselves or make 
the gap wider.

But like all of his most 
recent predecessors, 
Biden is continuing down 
what is, actually, a pretty 
unAmerican path — the 
use of executive orders to 
make law.

Our system is designed 
for lawmaking to be diffi-
cult, tenuous and tire-
some. The Constitutional 

framers wanted laws to be 
laborious to enact so that 
they were not frivolous, so 
that they had been mea-
sured and molded by the 
representatives of the peo-
ple who are far more di-
rectly linked to citizens 
than the president. That’s 
why Congress was given 
that exclusive power.

Executive action about 
COVID-19 is one thing. 
There isn’t time to go 
through Congressional 
back-and-forth over a pan-
demic that will likely kill 
half a million people be-
fore we hit the end of Feb-
ruary. We need a federal 
plan in place to help states 
do what is necessary to put 
this pandemic behind us 

and move forward. Those 
are good and necessary 
executive orders. It’s what 
they are for.

But executive orders 
about major policy issues 
are another story alto-
gether. Our government is 
not designed to radically 
change course on the most 
important matters that de-
fine our society every four 
to eight years based on 
presidential preference. 
It’s meant to go through 
the proper channels of de-
bate and compromise in 
the halls of our House of 
Representatives and 
Senate.

One of the ways America 
will heal is if we get back 
to the basics of our 

democracy. Let Congress 
make laws and let execu-
tive orders be used spar-
ingly and with just cause. 
It takes longer this way, for 
sure. But our governing 
has too long been defined 
by this bad habit of side-
stepping Congress and im-
posing presidential will.

Biden’s executive order 
spate, even if one agrees 
with many of the inten-
tions, is keeping in line 
with a tradition that I 
think hurts America more 
than helps it.

America is broken but 
we are not beyond repair. 
We can be mended. And 
one of the ways that will 
happen is to make a con-
certed effort to allow the 

separation of powers and 
checks and balances that 
define our Constitution to 
play out as the framers 
intended.

Cortney Stewart is a 2003 
graduate of Lecanto High 
School. She has bachelor’s 
degrees in political science 
and international affairs, a 
master’s degree in intercul-
tural studies and is cur-
rently working on her Ph.D. 
in international conflict 
management. She most re-
cently spent two years 
teaching and training stu-
dents, teachers and govern-
ment officials in Baghdad, 
Iraq. Email her at seeing 
beyondccc@gmail.com.
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Letters to THE EDITOR

Longing for baseball
It isn’t even the end of January, 

but I am more than ready for 
spring training and baseball. Per-
haps if everyone does their part 
and wears masks and practices 
social distancing, this terrifying 
virus might be tamed enough so 
there can be fans in the stands ... 
even a tiny semblance of nor-
malcy would be welcome. I am 
hoping that the Tampa Bay Rays 
provide an inspiring and invigo-
rating season.

Sue Norman
Homosassa

Shame on America
I am so upset to see the riots on 

the Capitol. President Trump 
should be ashamed of himself. 
How we must look to the rest of 
the world. How sad!

I am an independent voter. So 
often I see the dissent between 
Republicans and Democrats. We 
need to set up proper elections 
in the future. Violence begets 

violence. Shame, shame, 
America.

Adelaide Whalen
Inverness

Let’s beautify the county
As concerned residents of Cit-

rus County, my wife and I chal-
lenge citizens of our county to 
keep it clean.

First and foremost, individuals 
must stop throwing trash out 
their vehicle windows.

Second, to do our part, we have 
committed once a week to re-
move trash on a road near our 
home.

Third, we invite all Citrus 
County residents to pick a place, 
time and commit to keeping that 
chosen area clean. Grab a bag, 
grippers and gloves and always 
remember to be safe.

Let’s keep our America 
beautiful.

Norbert G. and Karen Miller
Inverness



Wearing  a mask 
should be a law
Wearing seatbelts 

saves lives and it’s the 
law! No texting while 
driving saves lives and 
it’s the law!

Wearing masks in pub-
lic saves lives and should 
be the law!

Stephen Sentz
Floral City

Webster no longer 
merits our trust
Jan.6, will forever be 

etched as a low point in 
American history, one 
that will not be forgotten. 
Nor will U.S. Rep. Dan-
iel Webster’s effort to un-
dermine the presidential 
election on that same 
day. His reprehensible 
actions are an unspeak-
able betrayal of our 
country and our citizens. 
His votes, cast both be-
fore and after the insur-
rection are testimony to 
his complete lack of re-
spect and/or understand-
ing of our democracy. He 
demonstrates an uncon-
scionable and cowardly 
dereliction of duty in his 
attempt to subvert the 
presidential election.

We citizens ask him to 
take the honorable step 
of resigning. He no lon-
ger merits the trust of his 
constituents.

Elizabeth Orsay
Crystal River

Do the the job we 
elected you to do

Yes, yes, the right 
hates the left, the left 
hates the right, I get it. 
But, I’m not clear on our 
proposed path. We are 
going to invest millions 
of dollars and waste 
thousands of congressio-
nal hours, having a trial 
for who will be, when the 
trial starts, ex-President 
Trump.

After it is all over, 
President Trump will 
still be an ex-president 

and we will still have 
hundreds of thousands 
of our people wondering 
where they are going to 
live and from where 
their next meal is com-
ing. Many of us will die 
due to the lack of proper 
food and medical care. 
Do you think our re-
sources could possibly 
be better allocated, con-
centrating on the criti-
cally important issues of 
this country in this time 
of one of the greatest pe-
riods of turmoil in the 
history of America?

Please, please, find it 
in your hearts to forget 
about the past legislative 
and executive govern-
ment failures and con-
centrate on getting this 
country back to its for-
mer greatness. We don’t 
need handouts. We need 
our jobs and schools 
back. This country is 
made up of hardworking 
and creative people, 
from the corner grocery 
store to the artist who 
creates great works of 

art and music, from the 
farmer to the factory 
worker. We will survive 
and flourish if you will 
just remember, this is 
the greatest democracy 
in the world. Don’t mess 
with our freedom and do 
the job that we sent you 
to Washington to do.

Michael D. Lathrem
Inverness

Let’s  avoid 
another disaster
Football has its play-

offs. Then there’s a win-
ner, the world 
champions. We’ll witness 
this in about a month. 
This top score, maybe 
just 1 point in the allot-
ted time, gives us the 
champion team. Base-
ball, likewise; basket-
ball, I suppose, the same 
(though I don’t follow 
basketball). This is ac-
cepted by all.

Governments? There 
may be runoffs, but in 
the end, the winner is 

the one with the most 
votes. Possibly, but not 
likely, just one vote.
There may be a recount, 
but the winner is the top 
vote getter. All this is 
true for local and state 
elections. There is one 
exception. It’s the big-
gest and most important 
election in the country. 
An election that might 
quite possibly affect the 
world.

We can have, and have 
had, a popular vote ig-
nored several times in 
the past. And who can 
forget the latest of these. 
Why, when we accept 
winner-take-all in virtu-
ally everything else, do 
we ignore this generally 
accepted rule that ma-
jority rules ? This ignor-
ing happens every four 
years because of an out-
dated and little under-
stood part of our 
Constitution.

I’ve listened to expla-
nations from experts. 
I’ve read extensively as 
much as I can handle 

before dozing. I majored 
in accounting and mi-
nored in economics and 
I still don’t understand 
the reasonableness be-
hind following this rule.

The latest happenings 
with our election of a 
president should cer-
tainly underline why this 
confusion is one that 
should be cleared, com-
pletely, to something we 
can all understand. 
Imagine if we had the 
popular vote as our 
guide to finding a presi-
dent. Not only would the 
Bush-Gore fiasco have 
been avoided but the 
current catastrophe and 
near destruction of de-
mocracy would only have 
been a “what-if ” for the 
political experts to 
ponder.

We’ve added amend-
ments to our Constitu-
tion; we’ve amended 
amendments as well. 
We’ve dumped Trump. 
Now let’s avoid another 
disaster which we’re still 
experiencing and will 

continue to do so for 
sometime until this an-
noying problem is 
corrected.

Patrick Bange
Lecanto

Trash makes 
county look bad
I want to write about all 

the trash along the roads 
in the Highlands north. I 
have gone down Fitzpat-
rick Avenue over and over 
picking up beer cans. I 
bet you right now there 
over 50 cans off Bryant on 
Fitzpatrick. This person 
has been doing this for 
years. It is so disgusting. 
We need the police riding 
around here. We also 
should have the county 
have someone picking up 
the trash along the roads. 
When they have mowers 
out here they just run 
over the trash. This really 
looks bad for our county.

Barbara Young
Inverness
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 T HE  R IGHT  F LOOR ...D ONE  R IGHT !
 628-9663     WWW . SURFACESFLOORING . COM

 Chris Clemens, President Chris Clemens, President

 Chris Clemens,
 Joe Bell, and

 Tina Shumway
 grew up in

 Citrus County. 
 They’re working
 to bring the Best 

 Flooring Packages 
 to you!

 8698 W. 
 Dixieland St. 
 Homosassa

 US 19
 Across from 
 Fat Daddy’s

 NEW
 LOCATION!

 50 OFF 50 OFF $ $
 LUXURY VINYL PLANK OR
 HARDWOOD FLOORING

 Limit one discount per coupon. Min. 500 sq. ft. Expires 1/31/2021
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 Looking 
 For 

 "FIVE STAR"
 Installers

 Looking 
 For 

 "FIVE STAR"
 Installers

 FREE I N -H OME  E STIMATES

 000ZNJJ

 000ZNTF

 If this sounds like something you, or someone you know
 would be interested in, please log on to our website 

 www.citrusunitedway.org/aboutreadingpals 
 or call Cheri Simek at 352-795-5483 

 or email cheri.simek@citrusunitedway.org 
 for more information or to sign up!

 United Way of Citrus County is currently recruiting volunteers to share 
 classic books, engage in conversation and play 
 games focusing on concepts like letters and 
 colors to help local pre-kindergarten students 
 develop reading readiness skills during the 
 2021-2022 school year.
 YOU can greatly impact the lives
 of two young children in our 
 community by volunteering just ONE 
 hour a week at a local school.

 UNITED WAY
 OF CITRUS COUNTY  LIVE UNITED
 Want to make a difference

 in a young child’s life
 by volunteering just ONE hour a week?
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K
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 Join the State Initiated
 Program TODAY!
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Mari-Elain Ebitz
ALL THINGS 

TECH

So, right now you are wonder-
ing, “What the heck is CES 
News?” No, I didn’t misspell 

C-B-S, the network. CES is the 
Consumer Electronics Show that 
is an annual event in Las Vegas. 
They consider themselves as the 
“Global Stage for Innovation.”

The first CES took place in New 
York City in June 1967 with 250 ex-
hibitors and 17,500 attendees. 
Over the years, the VCR, cam-
corder, CD, DVD, HDTV, satellite 
radio, Microsoft Xbox, tablets, 3D 
printers, and other tech items 
were introduced at this event.

The show now takes place in a 
Las Vegas convention center 
every January, where attendees 
check out the booths set up by 
manufacturers of those innova-
tive products. This year, however, 
due to COVID, the show was vir-
tual, but 153,000 people viewed 
the show over several days.

The products ranged from the 
silly, Shower Power, a water 
charged blue tooth speaker, so you 
can karaoke off key in the shower 
to your heart’s content — to the 
useful but expensive; ColdSnap, a 
soft-service ice cream and 
smoothie version of the Keurig. 
It’s expected to cost between $500 
and $1,000 (with pods costing $2.99 
each) in 2022.

As if 4K TVs weren’t good 
enough, now there is 8K TV! 8K 
has four times as many pixels as 
4K (and 16 times as many as 
1080p). I guess now we can see the 
actor’s facial pores close up! Ugh. 
Sony and LG confirmed that con-
sumer 8K sets are coming in 2021.

Another category was COVID 
Tech. The gaming accessory com-
pany, Razer, exhibited a concept 
product, named Project Hazel. It’s 
a revolutionary mask made of 
translucent plastic so your mouth 
is visible. A mic and amplifier are 
part of the mask to overcome the 
usual muffle voice, making it eas-
ier to hear the wearer.

The mask also has interior 
lights to see your mouth at night 
and exterior lighting zones with 
millions of color options. The seri-
ous tone of the mask is its N95 
medical-grade respirator protec-
tion. You can remove the ventila-
tor, clean and recharge in the UV 
light charging box. Since it is still 
a concept, we have no idea if it 
will become a real product.

These were just a few of the 
products showcased at this year’s 
CES. If you are interested in 
more, search online for “CES 
2021.”

Have you had to email a very 
large file to someone? If you don’t 
have a paid Dropbox account or 
one of the many others that 
charge, you might want to con-
sider MEGA. MEGA is a free cloud 
storage and file hosting service. 
You register for an account, up-
load the file and transfer it to 
whomever you want. I had a re-
cording of a Zoom meeting that I 
needed to get to the secretary but 
could not any other way. It worked 
perfectly.

Lastly, this is not so much a tech 
tip, as it is just plain useful. While 
wearing a mask, do your glasses 
(or sunglasses) fog up? As re-
ported in the Annals of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England, 
two British emergency room doc-
tors, Dr. Sheraz Shafi Malik and 
Dr. Shahbaz Shafi Malik, shared a 
tip to prevent your glasses from 
fogging up while wearing a face 
mask.

Right before wearing a face 
mask, wash the glasses with soapy 
water and shake off the excess. 
Then, let them air dry or gently 
dry the lenses with a soft tissue 
before putting them back on. 
Viola! No fogging up while wear-
ing a face mask.

Any questions or comments? 
Please contact me via the email 
address below. Looking forward 
to hearing from you.

Mari-Elain Ebitz is a past mem-
ber of the College of Central Flor-
ida College Board of Trustees. She 
also does web design, specializing 
in not-for-profit organizations. 
Email chronicletech@yahoo.com.

MICHAEL D. BATES
Staff writer

Citrus and the other eight coun-
ties that make up the Nature 
Coast were selected by an on-

line blog as the 18th best place to 
retire in Florida.

“This area of Florida is known for 
being a nature lover’s paradise with 
some of the best collections of state 
parks and wildlife populations that 
you will find anywhere in the coun-
try,” according to a write-up by Flor-
ida for Boomers.

The site also singles out the Vil-
lages of Citrus Hills, for “its extraor-
dinary collection of world-class 
community country club amenities 
and extensive social activities” for 

active baby boomers.
Florida for Boomers is a real es-

tate and travel guide for folks born 
between 1946 and 1964.

It arrived at its rankings by as-
sessing website analytics and 
reader emails. It lists 25 areas of the 
state ideal for baby boomers to 
retire.

The other counties included in 
the Nature Coast are Wakulla, Jef-
ferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Her-
nando, Pasco, and the city of 
Dunnellon, which is a part of Mar-
ion County.

John Pricher, Citrus County Visi-
tors Bureau director, said being 
mentioned on these kinds of lists 
helps bring new people to the area.

“The counties making up the 

Nature Coast are still being discov-
ered as places to vacation and pos-
sibly move to,” he said.

It’s also “free marketing” for the 
tourism sector, he said.

“After reading the article some-
one may reach out to us for informa-
tion about what makes this a great 
place to live and visit,” Pricher said. 
”I believe the majority of these lists 
are conversation starters —where 
you would turn to someone and ask, 
‘Did you see the article about Citrus 
Hills and the Nature Coast? Looked 
like a neat spot.’ That spark of  
curiosity is the first step towards a 
visit.”

To see the entire Florida for 
Boomers list, visit https://tinyurl.
com/yamlbeku.

Special to the Chronicle

The second round of Pay-
check Protection Program 
Funds are available for your 
business. Even if you already 
had a PPP loan, you may be eli-
gible for a Second Draw PPP 
loan.

PPP and EIDL loans are 
open for applications now. 
These funds are intended to as-
sist small businesses survive 
and recover from the economic 
impact of the COVID-19 
Pandemic.

The Act provides for both 
“First Draw” PPP Loans (for 
businesses that did not receive 
a PPP loan under the CARES 

ACT) and “Second Draw” PPP 
loans (for businesses who re-
ceived a PPP loan under the 
CARES Act and appropriately 
utilized those funds).

There are special provisions 
applicable to both of these 
programs. 

Make sure you know how 
those special provisions may 
impact your business and your 
eligibility to benefit from these 
programs.

SCORE Nature Coast FL and 

the Citrus County Chamber of 
Commerce will present valu-
able information on these pro-
grams in an online webinar at 
10 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26. 

You can participate in the 
program either online via their 
Zoom link or you can attend in 
person at the Citrus County 
Chamber of Commerce, 915 N. 
Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River. 
We can accommodate up to 
15 people in person.

To register, go to https://ti-
nyurl.com/yy2cv4nr.

Jim Green, certified SCORE 
mentor, and Johnny Cash, CPA, 
will provide an update on the 
status of these two very import-
ant programs, as well as 

detailed information on how to 
manage and account for expen-
ditures from the funds to pro-
tect the “forgivable” status of 
funds from the PPP program.

Green has been a mentor 
with SCORE Nature Coast FL 
for over 14 years. He has 
served as vice chair, chair and 
treasurer of the chapter with 
offices in both Citrus and Levy 
counties.

Cash is a partner at Wardlow 
and Cash, PA CPA. He is a long-
time Florida resident with over 
25 years of experience. Joining 
the firm in 1993, he has been a 
certified public accountant 
since 1995 and graduated from 
Florida State University.

News from 
2021 CES

Boomers’ paradise

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle file
An online site said the many parks in Citrus County and the Nature Coast are popular with baby boomer retirees. In this 
file photo, Citrus Hills residents Will and Helga Dehne walk along the 2.3-mile Yellow Trail inside Whispering Pines Park in 
Inverness.

Citrus County and Nature Coast tops with retirees

Businesses: Get, manage low-interest funds

Special to the Chronicle

OCALA — The sixth annual 
Marion County Youth Career 
Expo for middle- and high 
school students is set for  
Jan. 28 and will, for the first 
time, take place virtually. 

The expo, held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., will be open at no 
charge to public, private, and 
home-schooled students as 
well as parents.  All partici-
pants may register in advance 
or on the day of the event at 
bit.ly/YCE2021. Attendees 
have a chance to win a $50-
$100 gift certificate presented 
by the Mid-FL Regional Manu-
facturers Association (MRMA).  

Students will be able to ex-
plore virtual booths and learn 
from business leaders about 
the types of skills and educa-
tion needed to succeed, tour 
local industries, and hear 

from keynote speakers.
Cory Weaver, CareerSource 

CLM’s director of operations, 
said, “We are excited to, once 
again, join community part-
ners that are committed to de-
veloping our talent pipeline.”

Weaver added, “In offering a 
convenient, safe virtual for-
mat, every effort has been 
made to provide students with 
the same hands-on look at ca-
reer opportunities and busi-
nesses with the ability to meet 
with their future workforce.”

The expos are broken into 
three components:

� Virtual Career Fair where 
students interact with busi-
ness representatives via video 
conferencing or direct messag-
ing about job opportunities 
and with local education pro-
viders about training; 

� Video tours where stu-
dents hear directly from in-
dustry leaders about key skills 
and education requirements 
needed to succeed in their 
field; and

� Keynote presentations 
from Kevin Sheilley, president 
and CEO of the Ocala/Marion 
County Chamber & Economic 
Partnership; Kevin Christian, 
APR, CPRC, director of Public 
Relations and Multimedia 
Productions for Marion 
County Public Schools; and 
Jacob Camp, production man-
ager of Winco Manufacturing, 
LLC.

The expos sponsored by 
CareerSource Citrus Levy 
Marion, College of Central 
Florida, Marion County Public 
Schools, Public Education 
Foundation of Marion County, 
Ocala/Marion County Cham-
ber & Economic Partnership, 
and the Mid-FL Regional Man-
ufacturers Association.  

For more information, call 
352-840-5700, ext. 2205 or 800-
434-JOBS, ext. 2205, or email 
cgalica@careersourceclm.

Virtual career fair for students
Sixth annual Marion County Youth Career Expo expands, goes online
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The Chamber recognizes our Legacy 
Partners that have made a special in-
vestment in the Chamber to support the 
programs and mission of the Chamber. 
For information on becoming a Legacy 
Partner, please contact the Chamber at 
352-795-3149.

Watch the weekly Chamber Report show on 
WYKE-TV to stay informed on Chamber events, 
issues, and member spotlights. Chamber Report 
is broadcast on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and Sun-
days at 5:00 p.m. on Spectrum Channel 16 or 
through LiveStream (www.livestream.com/
watch and search for “WYKE TV 47”).

This week, host Jade White, Chamber Public 
Relations & Communication Coordinator, talks 
with April Royal of Resort Furniture Liquidators about their decision to move 
their location into the Times Square Plaza in Inverness, as well as their new 
addition on RJ’s Furniture Living which include name brand items at down 
home prices. April also gives an update on the Phil Royal Legacy, what 2020 
looked like for the foundation, and ways our community can help. Also joining 
Jade is Citrus County Blessings Executive Director, Christina Reed, to discuss 
work Blessings has been doing throughout the pandemic and the importance of 
their programs.

Chamber Report is your ticket to the many happenings in Citrus County!

Watch the weekly Chamber Report show on 

Christina 
Reed

April 
Royal

Promotional information provided by 
the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce.

C hamber membership is one of the 
best and most direct ways to pro-
mote your business and make the 

biggest impact in your community. How-
ever, to ensure your membership is work-
ing for you, it is important that you stay 
engaged with the Chamber. 

If you have questions about your mem-
bership opportunities, or would like to 
inquire about joining the Chamber, 
please email Janet Mayo at Janet@
CitrusCountyChamber.com

What Are The Benefits?
� Professional Networking: You and 

Your Team are invited to be a part of 
our highly attended networking 

opportunities.
— Host or Attend a Mixer
— Schedule your Ribbon Cutting
— Host and Promote a Workshop
— Sponsor or Attend a Luncheon
� Chamber Publications: Receive ac-

cess to exclusive materials.
— Annual Report
— Business Directory
— E-Blasts and E-Newsletters
— Official Street Map (#1 Requested 

Item)
� Leadership Opportunities: You and 

Your Team have the opportunity to en-
gage in exclusive Chamber Committees.

— Ambassadors Committee
— Business Women’s Alliance (BWA)

— Governmental Affairs Committee
— Young Professionals (YPs)
� Meeting Space: Board and Meeting 

Rooms are available, by request, for 
workshops, meetings, business retreats, 
and more!

� Online promotions: Members have 
exclusive opportunities to request 

promotional assistance on several Cham-
ber platforms.

— Facebook
— Instagram
— Coupon listings
— Event Calendar
— Online Business Directory

Getting The Most From Your Chamber
EMPLOYEE ENRICHMENT

� Your Chamber membership allows for your employees to get involved! They also 
receive discounts to our events and access to exclusive programs, such as the 
Chamber Young Professionals, Chamber Ambassadors, Chamber Business 
Women’s Alliance, informative Chamber lunches and engaging monthly mixers, 
and Leadership Citrus. This not only increases employee dedication, but also 
expands your business reach and improves your company image.

� WHO: SCORE Naturecoast/ Citrus 
County Chamber of Commerce

� WHAT: Free Webinar on Obtaining and 
Managing SBA COVID-19 Disaster Loans and 
Grants

� WHERE: https://tinyurl.com/CitrusSBA-
Loans REGISTRATION REQUIRED

� WHEN: Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021 from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

The Economic Aid Act extended two very 
large SBA disaster funding vehicles. 

The Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) 
and the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
provide emergency funding to small busi-
nesses who are impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Many Nature Coast small businesses ap-
plied for funds through these programs in 
2020. Many of those have already received 
funding under the CARES Act and have ap-
plied for their loan forgiveness as allowed by 
that act. 

The Economic Aid Act provides over $250 
Billion to extend both the PPP and EIDL 
COVID relief funding.

The Act provides for both “First Draw” PPP 
Loans (for businesses that did not receive a 

PPP loan under the CARES ACT) and “Sec-
ond Draw” PPP loans (for businesses who re-
ceived a PPP loan under the CARES Act and 
appropriately utilized those funds).

There are special provisions applicable to 
both of these programs. Make sure you know 
how those special provisions may impact your 
business and your eligibility to benefit from 
these programs.

Jim Green, Certified SCORE Mentor, and 
Johnny Cash, CPA, will provide an update on 
the status of these two very important pro-
grams, as well as detailed information on how 
to manage and account for expenditures from 
the funds to protect the “forgivable” status of 
funds from the PPP program.

Registration is required for the FREE webi-
nar. Please visit https://tinyurl.com/
CitrusSBALoans

FREE WEBINAR

SBA COVID-19 Disaster 
Loans and Grants

The Chamber is growing every week. We welcome our new members and thank 
all of them for joining the Chamber. We encourage the community to support 
their businesses.

Moonbeams Crystals                                  352-228-4382

HardisonInk.com                                  352-493-9950

Welcome to the Chamber, Moonbeams Crystals! Located at 8018 W Gulf to Lake Hwy, 
Crystal River. 352-228-4382. Moonbeams Crystals is a metaphysical boutique located in 
Crystal River, Florida specializing in healing crystals, aromatherapy, jewelry, spiritual 
books, tarot/oracle cards, home decor and much more. Also offering special events and 
fun workshops.

Welcome to the Chamber HardisonInk.com! Online at www.HardisonInk.com. 352-493-
9950. Daily News primarily for North Central Florida, but potentially worldwide.
Look for their New Business Ad Special available on our Chamber Website offering $250 
- $500 off for new businesses.
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®

Message from the RACC President:

Citrus County Market Statistics — December 2020

Single Family 
Homes

Townhouses/ 
Condos

Manufactured 
Homes

Closed Sales 339 20 20

Median Sale Price $195,000 $126,250 $94,500

Median Time  
to Contract 16 Days 19 Days 21 Days

Months’ Supply  
of Inventory 1.7 2.2 1.7

If one word could describe 2020, I 
think we could all agree it would be 
unbelievable. In real estate, we had 

an unbelievable year as 
well. Across the nation and 
in Citrus County record 
high prices were seen in all 
real estate markets due to 
lack of homes for sale and 
the historically low mort-
gage rates. Experts predict 
2021 will be another re-
cord-setting year with the 
prevailing factors of low in-
ventory and mortgage rates 
staying steady continuing 
buyers to have great de-
mand supporting a strong 
sellers’ market. The Real-
tors Association of Citrus County is proud 
to be the local VOICE of real estate and 
the local experts to serve our unique 
coastal community.

A successful real estate market drives 

the enticement of people wanting to start 
their career as a Realtor. We strive to 
offer education, support, and collabora-

tion to all our members 
while serving the commu-
nity. The YPN focuses on 
this specifically. We say 
young, but it truly means 
young in the business. We 
want to give a starting point 
for new members to feel 
welcome. The YPN suc-
ceeds in finding new ways 
to share education, technol-
ogy, community involve-
ment, and networking while 
giving a starting point to be 
involved with leadership. 
The next step in growing 

our leadership is our Leadership Acad-
emy. We want to support and guide any of 
our members that want to grow and con-
tinue to serve our community and mem-
bers. The program introduces the 

Realtors in-depth to Citrus County, how 
we serve our community and ensuring 
they are ready to take the reins in the 
future.

We could not be prouder of our local 
leadership. One of our biggest accom-
plishments is Cheryl Lambert, Past Pres-
ident of RACC, will be Florida Realtors 
President 2021 (the largest trade organi-
zation in the United States with over 
200,000 members). 

Cheryl has worked very hard through-
out her real estate career to achieve this 
amazing position to serve all the mem-
bers of Florida Realtors with her theme 
of “Dare to Dream: inspire, encourage, 
innovate” Cheryl is a true living example 
of her theme. Representing Citrus 
County is truly astonishing as she is the 
first Florida President to come from a 
medium or small size board. Citrus 
County continues to be small yet mighty 
everywhere!

As the voice of Real Estate in Citrus 

County, Realtors truly appreciate the 
amazing community we live in. 

A strong foundation is at the base of 
any sound construction. We are happy to 
announce our support for our main char-
ities in 2021 inspiring those in Citrus 
County and building solid foundations 
for our future. 

We have Chosen Charities for 2021 —  
Citrus Construction Academy, Citrus 
County Education Foundation, Filter 
Family Solutions, and PACE Center for 
Girls, Citrus.

The Realtors Association of Citrus 
County is your LOCAL voice and expert 
for real estate! We thank you every time 
you take advantage of using a local Real-
tor with the expertise of Citrus County 
supporting each Realtor’s small 
business.

— Kelly Tedrick, 2021 RACC President 
Broker Associate, FL Real Estate  

Instructor, C2EX

2020: Unbelievable year in real estate

Kelly Tedrick

RACC Charity Spotlight
During the October 2016 “Fire 

Up Citrus” event sponsored by 
the Citrus Chamber of Com-

merce, an idea 
was presented to 
establish a build-
ing trades acad-
emy at one of the 
Citrus County high 
schools to help 
with the construc-
tion labor shortage 
and give students 
an opportunity to 
build a career in 
the construction 
technology field. 
Many people re-
member a time 
when shop class 
helped students 
learn to maintain and remodel their 
own homes and build outside projects 
and furniture.

The Citrus County Building Alliance 
took the idea and formed a committee 
with local building officials, construc-
tion professionals, and educators to 
continue the process. In 2019, the Cit-
rus County Building Alliance with the 
assistance of Terra Vista developer, 
Steve Tamposi, formed the Citrus 

Construction Academy, Inc., (CCA) a 
501 (c)(3) corporation.

This past October, the CCA, obtained 
a used school bus 
to convert it into a 
Mobile Shop class 
to provide students 
a hands-on wood-
working experi-
ence at the Boys 
and Girls Club, 
local festivals, and 
churches. 

The bus will 
allow students of 
all ages to build 
small such as bird-
houses and cell 
phone stands as 
well as larger proj-
ects like picnic ta-

bles and benches while learning about 
the construction industry.

The CCA is excited about its partner-
ship with the Realtors Association of 
Citrus County (RACC). The goals of the 
CCA and the RACC dovetail so per-
fectly (pun intended).

We look forward to making a posi-
tive difference in Citrus County, both 
for our students and the construction 
industry.

� 2/9 — eSign & close course
� 2/11 — Business Partner Appreciation breakfast
� 2/12 — Foreclosure Crash Course 
� 2/18 & 2/19 — 14-Hour CE Course with Core Law   

      *held at RACC*
� 3/4 — Code of Ethics course
� 3/12 — Million Dollar Producer brunch
� 4/2 — Good Friday — RACC Closed 
� 4/2 — Success Series: Time Management course
� 5/6 — Florida Housing Trusts — SHIP or SAIL course
� 5/31 — Memorial Day — RACC Closed
� 6/4 — The Value-Added Realtor course
� 6/10 — YPN REBAR camp
� 6/17 — YPN Music & Margarita’s 
� 10/4  — RACC Annual Charity Golf Tournament
All events are currently being held virtually unless noted 

otherwise. All events/classes are limited to Licensed Agents 
and/or Business Partners unless marked Public. Visit  
www.raccfl.com for a complete list of upcoming events.

2021 RACC CALENDAR
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Classifieds
To place an ad call 563-5966

SMITTYS
APPLIANCE REPAIR
352-564-8179

(CNA) Nurse
Assistant 15 yrs
Insured, bonded &
licensed thru State
Call 352-445-2816

JEFF’S
CLEANUP / HAULING 
Clean outs / Dump 

runs, Brush Removal.
Lic./Ins. 352-584-5374

PLUS handyman, floor-
ing, painting. Pressure 
wash.free est. Veteran 
owned  352-949-2760

BIANCHI CONCRETE
INC.COM Lic/Ins #2579
Reputable for 21 yrs.
352-257-0078

CURB APPEAL
Decorative Landscape 
Curbing, Epoxy River 

Rock, Reseals & Repair
352-364-2120

Danny Works Concrete
All type of concrete work 
Resurfacing & Painting
Credit Cards accepted.
Lic/Ins 352-302-2606

ROB’S MASONRY & 
CONCRETE Driveways 
tear outs, tractor work 
Lic#1476  726-6554

ROB’S MASONRY & 
CONCRETE Driveways 
tear outs, tractor work 
Lic#1476  726-6554

A-1 Repairs
Press. Wash, Painting 
(Int/Ext) 25 yrs, Ref, Lic 
#39765, 352-513-5746

COUNTY WIDE
DRY-WALL 30 Yrs 

Exp. Lic. #2875. All your 
drywall needs!! Ceiling 
& Wall Repairs-Popcorn 
Removal 352-302-6838

DUN-RITE  ELECTRIC
Since 1978 � Free Est.

Lic. EC 13002699
** 352-726-2907 **

Baumann Fence Plus, 
INC **Free Estimate**
-30 yrs Exp- Lic & Ins

352-436-5146

CITRUS HANDYMAN
SERVICES & FENCING
We have our bus. lic., 
$2 mil. liability Ins., & St 
Certification. Be Safe! 
Fair Pricing. Free Est.

352-400-6016

Alex’ Flooring
Home & RV. Install,

repair, restretch. Dust-
less tile removal. Lic/Ins. 
30 yrs ex. 352-458-5050

TATE’S TILE CO.

Comm & Res.- Lic’d & 
Ins’d- VINYL- All types
of tile work.Ref’s Avail.

Call the Best!

Vinyl, wood & tile
PLUS Handyman, 

Pressure Wash, FREE  
EST. Veteran owned 

352-949-2760

Get your mind out of  
the gutter! Cleaning 

$25-$45, most homes. 
Gutter guards,$3-$4 ft.

And Handyman,
Mark: 352-445-4724

Affordable Handyman
• FAST • 100% Guar.
• AFFORDABLE

•RELIABLE • Free Est.

352-257-9508

M&W INTERIORS
Bath, kitchen, floors, 

walls,  ceilings.
Lic/Ins 352-537-4144

ANDREW JOEHL 
HANDYMAN

Gen. Maint/Repairs 
Pressure Cleaning 

0256271• 352-465-9201

PLUS Handyman, 
Flooring, Painting.
interior doors, FREE  
EST. Veteran owned 

352-949-2760

Pressure Wash, Cool
seal, general handy-

man. Call Stewart
352-201-2169

Affordable Handyman
• FAST • 100% Guar.
• AFFORDABLE

•RELIABLE • Free Est.  

352-257-9508

Affordable Handyman
• FAST • 100% Guar.
• AFFORDABLE

•RELIABLE • Free Est.  

352-257-9508

Tile Bathroom Remodel 
& Repair specializing in 
no curb role in showers

352-794-1799

CURB APPEAL
Decorative Landscape 
Curbing, Epoxy River 

Rock, Reseals & Repair
352-364-2120

H & H Lawn Care Plus
FALL CLEAN UP TIME
tree trimming, hedges & 
general clean-up.  (352) 
796-8517 or 453-7278

JOSEPH  WARD
Lot mowing > Bush 

Hoggin > Shrub & Trim-
ming> Hedging> Yard & 

Debris Clean-Ups 
352-549-1405

A-1 Complete Repairs
Pres. Wash, Painting 

(Int/Ext) 25 yrs, Ref, Lic 
#39765, 352-513-5746

PLUS handyman, floor-
ing, painting. Pressure 
wash.free est. Veteran 
owned  352-949-2760

PICASSO’S PAINTING 
Quality Craftsmanship
We paint cabinets too
40 yrs exp, Pwr washing
Lic/Ins 352-423-0116

PLUS handyman, floor-
ing, painting. Pressure 
wash.free est. Veteran 
owned  352-949-2760

Pressure Wash, Cool
seal, general handy-

man, Call  Stewart
(352) 201-2169

Perfection Renova-
tions- Kitchen, Bath, 
Trim, Painting, Press 
Cln’g  954- 249-7770

WHY REPLACE IT, IF
I CAN FIX IT?

Same owner since 1987 
ROOF Leaks, Repairs, 
Coating & Maintenance 
Lic. #CC-C058189

Gary : 352-228-4500

Bob’s DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service 
� FREE PICK-UP �

352-637-1225

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16” stump $25.
No stump to big or too 

small. Ask about our 
Disc: Vet, Vol., & Sr’s.
Free Est. Cheapest 
price guaranteed.

Call Rich 352-586-7178
CitrusStump

Grinding.com

� A ACE �
TREE CARE

lic/inc since 1991
free est,vet/Sr disc

� 637-9008 �

� A ACTION TREE
(352) 726-9724

Professional
Arborist

Serving Citrus 30 
yrs.

Licensed & Insured

A TREE SURGEON 
Proudly serving Citrus 
Co. Since 2001. Lic/Ins. 
Lowest rates! Free est. 

352-860-1452

CLAYPOOL’S Tree 
Service - Lic/Ins.
352-201-7313
For stumps:
352-201-7323

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16” stump $25.
No stump to big or too 

small. Ask about our 
Disc: Vet, Vol., & Sr’s.
Free Est. Cheapest 
price guaranteed.
Rich: 352-586-7178

CitrusStump
Grinding.com

Attention
Consumers!
The Citrus County
Chronicle wants to
ensure that our ads 
meet the require-
ments of the law.

Beware of any service 
advertiser that cannot 

provide proof of
occupational

license or insurance. 
For questions about
business require-
ments, please

call your city or county
government offices.

We Pay  $$CASH$$
for Diabetic Test 

Strips - FREE local 
pickup 352-322-2374

Beauty
Services

CHANGES
HAIR DESIGN 

STUDIO
welcomes both 
Melinda & Sue to 

our winning 
team! Call for an
appointment or 
walk-ins are

always welcome!

CHANGES
HAIR DESIGN

STUDIO
3914 S. 

Suncoast Blvd.
Homosassa 
Springs

(Publix Center)
(Next to

Kim’s Rest.)
352-382-HAIR 

(4247)

COCKATIEL
2 year old male
with cage, $110
starting to talk

MALTI-POOS
MALTI-POOS 2 BOYS 8 
WEEKS OLD, HEALTH 

CERTIFICATES 
$950.00 EACH 
352-682-3442

PUG PUPPY BLACK 
MALE CKC $1400 Cute 

and cuddly with a 
great temperament 

for all members of the 
family Contact me 4 
info (352)361-1739 

brendapug@
ymail.com

VALENTINE READY!!
CKC MINI JACK

RUSSELL PUPPIES
5 available, $600 ea. &
2 Blue Merle, $650 ea, 
Health Certificates / 
Updated Shots —

ACK/CKC male for stud.
352-453-7904

2020 Mercury 4-
stroke 200 HP O/B

4 yr wrty $9,800
Call or text 

352-422-4141

1995 DILKS
Fiberglass Skiff

20 feet 11 inches w/ 
Trailer included -

Mercury - 3 stroke motor 
$3000

16’ Alum Flat Bottom 
Boat 15HP 4 stroke 
MERC, elec start, w/ 
trailer,  Asking $4900 -
Call 765-720-0024
or   812-797-2845

CANOE
w/ Back Plate
for Motor

Needs work  $40
(352) 436-2953

PONTOON
18ft w/ Trailer , 30HP
4 stroke, $8,800
352-382-5814 or 
352-586-0277

2005 JAYCO
32’ 6” pull behind

Excellent shape- NEW 
tires + rims $6000 obo
Carl: 352-400-8353
if no ans, Lv MSG

TABLET
Nextbook android

like new $55-
352-464-4089

WOVEN RICE BASKETS
Pair of baskets. Colors 
do not match.  $35.  

Call or text.
(352) 586-4576

COFFEE MAKER
Works great, have

had it for years,
Mr. Coffee brand, $2 

(352) 547-6479

HOME GYM
Marcy, Model 

MWM-988, all-in-one 
stack. Heavy duty 14 
guage steel. 150 lb

vinyl coated wt stack. 
68”L x 35”w x 79”h

2yrs old, new cond.
$200 (352) 201-8100

TREADMILL
ProForm Crosstrainer, 
like new, $225 obo

* Golf Bag Caddy,
* Range Ball Picker, 
*200 Golf Balls/ NEW 
condition/ Name Brand  
ALL $25  727-599-4809

Complete Set of Golf 
Clubs- Iron and 

Woods w/ Bag Excel-
lent Condition $60
(352) 637-5389

GOLF BALLS
40 Titleist Tour Soft
Excellent Condition.  
$15 352-228-9030

GUN SHOW
(MASK REQUIRED)

January 23rd 9a-4p
January 24th 9a-3p

HERNANDO 
SPORTMAN’S 

CLUB

BUY, SELL, 
TRADE, SHOOT

16121 Commercial
Way (US 19)

Brooksville, FL
34614

Admission $7.00
352-799-3605

HUFFY BIKE
24” GIRL’S

18 speed $45
(352) 436-2953

KOLPIN SUEDE RIFLE
CASE Fleece lined. 

VG Cond $50  Call or 
text. (352) 586 4576

CRIB
White Baby Crib

$100
(860) 885-8156

LEARNING FLOOR MAT
New foldable
abc/123 4x6

$15.00
352-628-4210

PLAY PEN
Portable

$50
(860) 885-8156

UMBRELLA STROLLER 
blue & red in good 

condition, $15 
352-613-0529

Charlie Chan VHS or 
DVDs & Craftsman 
14.4 Volt Battery 

Charger and Batteries
Bill: (248) 867-1481

Freon Wanted: 
We pay $$$ for
cylinders and 

cans. R12 R500 
R11 R113 R114.
Convenient.
Certified

Professionals. 
Call 

312-291-9169
or visit

Refrigerant
Finders.com

I buy, jewelry, silver, 
gold, paintings, instru-
ments, records, an-
tiques, coins,watches  

& MORE! 
352-454-0068

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE 

CARS
Up to $1,000. & MORE

(352) 342-7037

 Wanted Model Trains 
$ INSTANT CASH $
For old Lionel & other 
model trains, any

quantity - one piece
or a house full! 
330-554-7089

CITRUS SPRINGS
ESTATE /

GARAGE SALE
this Friday- Sunday
(Jan. 22nd - 24th)

from 7:30am - 4:00pm.
Collectibles,

Antiques, Furniture
and So Much More!

1651 W Alexander Dr

Whistler DIGITAL 
Desktop & Handheld 

Radio Scanner
1065 Desktop $299.99 
1040 Handheld$299.99

call  352-423-1650

AP CRASH COURSE 
BOOKS 6 books total, 
call for more details, 
Asking for $40 for all. 

(352) 465-1616

AP CRASH COURSE 
BOOKS 6 books total, 
call for more details, 
Asking for $20 for all. 

(352) 547-6479

Audio Equipment
41” VIZIO Sound Bar
w/ wireless subwoofer 

Like New! $60
(352) 637-5389

AWNING
Crank out, 10x8,

Forest Green color, new 
in box. $150

CARVED DUCKS Set of 
2. Carved from exotic 
hardwoods. $25.  Call 
or text. (352) 586-4576

Casablanca
-Movie Poster -

Good Condition! $20
(352) 436-2953

DOG KENNEL LARGE 
Pet Mate Vari Ultra 
28”LX15”WX21.5”H 
taupe/black $50 

352-613-0529.

GENERAL
MERCHANDISE

SPECIALS!

6 lines - 10 days
(up to 2 items

per ad)

$1 - $200
$11.50

$201-$400
$16.50

$401-$800
$21.50

$801-$1500  
$26.50

352-563-5966
Classified Dept.

GOLF CART TIRE WITH 
RIM off road brand 
new Carlisle Stryker 

AT22X11-10 $70 
352-613-0529.

MR. COFFEE
NEW CONDITION!
$10  727-599-4809

PLATES & BOWLS SET 23 
pieces, 8 bowls, 8 big 
plates, 7 small plates. 
Can send pictures, $5 

(352) 547-6479

PLATES & BOWLS SET
no serious cracks

Authentic from China 
$5 (352) 547-6479

SEWING MACHINE
PFAFF Industrial, model 
463, Gently Used, NEW 
table & motor- $450

Floral City
(352) 637-5690

Whistler DIGITAL 
Desktop & Handheld 

Radio Scanner
1065 Desktop $299.99 
1040 Handheld$299.99

call  352-423-1650

SMITTYS
APPLIANCE REPAIR
352-564-8179

STOVE
4 Burner, Electric,

White, $60
(352) 436-2953

**3/8” Electric Drill
w/ bits and/or 

**Craftsman Hand 
Grinder $25 ea, OBO

352-795-0242

**7” Power Hand Saw
and/or  **Craftsman

Sabre Saw
$25 ea, or best offer

352-795-0242

Amprobe
Current meter

$25,  or best offer
352-795-0242

CHAINSAW
Craftsman

20 inch - $40
(352) 436-2953

CHAINSAW
PULLIN
$45

(352) 436-2953

MILLER  Maxstar 140 
STR Welding Machine
Like New! Plug in your 

wall outlet. $500
(352) 637-5389

Sears Band Saw
12” $150  obo
973-222-6076

Spiral Vice
$80

(352) 436-2953

TV 25” VIZIO  flat 
screen has HDMI port 
& remote good con-
dition delivery availa-
ble $60. 352-613-0529

2 Sliding Glass Doors
80½” x 6 ft.
$50 for Pair

(352) 566-6982

6 Aluminum Windows 
30 x 40 and 3 Screen 

Doors 36 x 79½
ALL for $50

(352) 566-6982

LADDER
8 Foot

Ladder $25
(352) 436-2953

TABLET Nextbook An-
droid like new $55-

352-464-4089

4 FOOT STEEL
FARM GATE

$25  727-599-4809

WICKER LOVESEAT
COFFEE TABLE & 

END TABLE
Custom Cushions

$250 352-897-4734

36” x 36” TABLE
new oak top,

exc. cond., $75
352-419-4767

BEAUTIFUL- 2 Living 
Rm Chairs (Blk Velvet) 
& Lg End Table- 30 x 
30 inlaid pink granite 
w/ storage  All for $199 

352-513-5777

CHANGING TABLE/ 
DRESSER - blonde fin-

ish has storage area in 
good condition $100 

352-613-0529.

CURIO CABINET
Lg white wash finish 

82”HX40”WX13”D w/ 
shelves needs  door 
$100 352-613-0529.

Living Rm Set
Couch, Loveseat, & 

Recliner- ALL
POWERED - Camel 

Brown Color-
Excellent Condition-
Barley Used- $2500

(352) 503-2722

SOFA
Floral Print - 3 Cushion -

Tropical Style- Very 
Pretty & like Brand New! 
$75 (352) 746-2012

Bob’s DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service 
� FREE PICK-UP �

352-637-1225

is NOW HIRING 
for multiple
positions!!!

Maintenance,
Security, Room 
Attendants, 

Linen runners, 
Front Desk, and 
Night Auditor.

Apply in
person:

BEST WESTERN
614 NW Hwy 19
Crystal River.

No calls please!

SEEKING
CARRIERS

EARN BETWEEN
$200 - $300
per week.

$150
sign on bonus.

Paid Training!

The Citrus County 
Chronicle has

immediate openings 
for newspaper

delivery drivers in
INVERNESS,

HERNANDO, 
HOMOSASSA,
CRYSTAL RIVER

Routes take approx. 
3-5 hours to

complete in the 
early morning hours.
Must have reliable 

insured vehicle and 
valid driver’s license.

Apply in person at:
Citrus County

Chronicle
1624  North

Meadowcrest Blvd
Crystal River, Fl

8am-5pm Mon-Fri

TOWER HAND

BUILDING
COMMUNICATION 

TOWERS

Travel, Good Pay & 
Benefits, OT

Starting at
 $15.00/ Hr.

Call: 352-694-8017
Monday-Friday

or Email:
amyviper01@

aol.com

ALL CLASSIFIED 
ADS ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

COPPER FOOT BED
WARMER About 20” by 

14” by 5” with wire 
type handle. $30.  Call 
or text (352) 586-4576

US STAMPS 5 Full 
sheets uncirculated.

1st Man on The Moon,
Apollo Soyuz . $20ea 

352-436-3613

Jacuzzi Spa
84” x 84”, good cond.

inc: thermal cover, 
steps, new heater as-
sembly, control panel 
need rebuilding $300 

obo 352-746-0878

000VDV6

Citrus County 
Chronicle

SEEKING
Advertising Sales
Representative

The full-time
position works with 
new and existing 

advertising clients to 
develop new reve-
nue growth through 

advertising sales.

• 2 or more years of 
newspaper or other 
media advertising 
sales experience
• A successful track 
record in meeting 
and exceeding 
sales goals
• Must be 
self-motivated, 
highly energetic 
and goal oriented
• Identify and pros-
pect for new sales 
opportunities
• Must have  relia-
ble transportation to 
make sales calls

Interested persons 
may  contact Deb 
Kamlot-Wright  at 

dkamlot-wright@chro
nicleonline.com
Final Applicant 

MUST undergo drug, 
background and 
Driver’s License 

screens.
EQUAL

OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

LOOKING
for a New
Career?

Register today!

submit your
resume

New
opportunities

at your
fingertips!

Employment
in Citrus 
County
and

surrounding
areas

http://jobs.
chronicleonline

.com/

Full Time
PRESS TECH I
NIGHT SHIFT

Entry Level Press
Operator with
opportunity for

advancement and 
growth. We will train.
Mechanical ability is 

a huge bonus!
Perform basic web 
press operation for 
our daily & weeklies

newspapers.
Great Benefits

High school diploma 
required.

Send resume to 
dkamlot-wright@

chronicle
online.com

Or stop by the
Chronicle to fill out 

an application
1624 N

Meadowcrest Blvd, 
Crystal River, FL

Drug and
background screen 

required for
final applicant.

EOE

CAREGIVER

Immediate Hire.
Looking for a
Career in the 
Health Care 

Field?
No experience 
necessary will 
train & certify.
Must be at least 
18 years of age

or older.
Please call

Crown Court
(352) 344-5555
Lic # AL10580

Financial Aid 
Support
Specialist

Part-Time position

How to Apply
Go to

http://www.cf.edu/
community/cf/hr/
Select one of the

following
online portals 

Administrative/Faculty
/Adjunct Career
Opportunities or

Professional/Career/
Part-time Career
Opportunities.

Submit an electronic
application, a copy of 

unofficial
transcripts and
resume online.

A copy of transcripts 
from an accredited
institution must be 
submitted with the

application.

3001 SW College 
Road, Ocala, FL

34474
CF is an Equal
Opportunity
Employer

Programmer
Analyst I

Full-Time position

How to Apply
Go to

http://www.cf.edu/
community/cf/hr/
Select one of the

following
online portals 

Administrative/Faculty
/Adjunct Career
Opportunities or

Professional/Career/
Part-time Career
Opportunities.

Submit an electronic
application, a copy of 

unofficial
transcripts and
resume online.

A copy of transcripts 
from an accredited
institution must be 
submitted with the

application.

3001 SW College 
Road, Ocala, FL

34474
CF is an Equal
Opportunity
Employer

**FREE**
2 Large KOI

(352) 527-9430

FERTILIZER
Horse manure mixed w/ 
pine shavings. Great for 
gardens. You load and 
haul. 352-628-9624

FREE... FREE...FREE...
Removal of scrap metal 
a/c, auto’s, appliances

& dump runs.  
352-476-6600

KITTENS
2 Calicos and 1
Orange - Really

pretty, need homes!
727-470-5374 (Cell)

� Now Open �
BELLAMY GROVE
Fresh Citrus,Collard,  

Mustard & Kale 
Greens

9am-5pm Mon.-Sat.
Closed Sun. 

352-726-6378

***LOST***
on 1/15/2020

long pencil bag blue 
w/ gray trim - May have 

lost it at Wal-mart
area in Lecanto or 

Walgreens on Norvel 
Bryant in Hernando
352-746-1240 - if no 
ans, please Lv Msg

LOST CAT
Black/White Tuxedo 

Cat, skittish w/ a crop-
ped ear -lost from Pine 

Ridge- Missing 3 
MONTHS - may be in 
old Beverly Hills or 

Crystal River
(352) 464-1567

LOST CELL PHONE
iPhone- lost at 

Walgreens in Inverness
REWARD OFFERED

352-726-0685

Purple Hearts and 
other medals.  
Please return 

Bud’s medals to 
box on the porch.

FOUND
CELL PHONE

Red in color- Android
-Driveway of Golden 
Corral in Inverness-
Please Call to Identify

352-212-9048

Older Gentlemen
seeks Romantic
Woman 40-75

for Companionship,
Dining Out, and Travel

352-228-4064

Senior Gentleman
seeking companion lady 
for Trike Motorcycle

riding, Boating, Fishing, 
and enjoying life.
352-860-2310

DAYTONA 500
4 Tickets, great seats,

Sec 184, first turn,
under awing!

$150 ea. Face value
(716) 225-7567

OUTSIDE WORKER

Seeking individual 
who enjoys outside 
work.  Exterior plant 
care, minor cleaning 
of small metal exterior 
garden buildings and 
a shed, painting new 
exterior replacement 
windows trim. Deck 
repair. NO LAWN 

MOWING.  Individual 
can work whatever 
hours he wishes that 
suit his time.  Inter-
ested person should 
be 50+/-, in good 
health and familiar 
with common plants.  
Location is in Inver-
ness. could be a full 
month’s job plus

Mail info:  PO Box 
2352, Inverness, FL

Tell that special 
person

Happy Birthday 
with a

classified ad
under

Happy Notes.

Only $23.50
includes a photo

Call our
Classified Dept. 

for details
352-563-5966

OUTSIDE WORKER

Seeking individual 
who enjoys outside 
work.  Exterior plant 
care, minor cleaning 
of small metal exterior 
garden buildings and 
a shed, painting new 
exterior replacement 
windows trim. Deck 
repair. NO LAWN 

MOWING.  Individual 
can work whatever 
hours he wishes that 
suit his time.  Inter-
ested person should 
be 50+/-, in good 
health and familiar 
with common plants.  
Location is in Inver-
ness. could be a full 
month’s job plus

Mail info:  PO Box 
2352, Inverness, FL

Today’s
New Ads

ANDREW JOEHL 
HANDYMAN

Gen. Maint/Repairs 
Pressure Cleaning 

0256271• 352-465-9201

CHEVROLET
1955 2 DR HT SPORT 
COUPE 283 Eng. w/
vintage air,700R4 trans. 
$30K 352-212-2856

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16” stump $25.
No stump to big or too 

small. Ask about our 
Disc: Vet, Vol., & Sr’s.
Free Est. Cheapest 
price guaranteed.

Call Rich 352-586-7178
CitrusStump

Grinding.com

TIME TO BUY
OR SELL

YOUR MOBILE
In A Leased Land 

Park?

CALL
LORELIE
LEBRUN

Licensed Realtor & 
Mobile Home Broker

Century 21
Nature Coast,
835 NE Highway 19, 
Crystal River Fl,

Office 352-795-0021
Direct  352-613-3988

***FREE***
** TO GOOD HOME**
Black neutered male 
cat - 14 month old -

(352) 464-1567

**FREE**
2 Large KOI

(352) 527-9430
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1326-0131   SUCRN

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids for furnishing of all labor and materials and performing 
all work necessary and incidental to 2021-20 LHS Freezer – Cooler 
Remodel will be received by the Citrus County School Board prior to 
2:00 p.m. local time February 16, 2021 in the Purchasing Depart-
ment, Citrus County School Board, Building 200, 1007 West Main 
Street, Inverness, Florida, 34450-4625.  Immediately following all 
bids received will be opened and read aloud in Building 200, Pur-
chasing Department.

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified check or bid bond in 
the amount of not less than five percent (5%) of the maximum 
amount of the Bid as a guarantee that the Bidder, if awarded the 
Contract, will within ten (10) calendar days after written notice being 

1327-0131   SUCRN

INVITATION  TO BID

Sealed bids for furnishing of all labor and materials and performing 
all work necessary and incidental to (BID No. 2021-18 LECANTO 
HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS-WIDE INTERCOM SYSTEM UPGRADE) 
will be received by the Citrus County School Board prior to 2:30 p.m. 
local time, February 16, 2021, in the Purchasing Department, Citrus 
County School Board, Building 200, 1007 West Main Street, Inver-
ness, Florida, 34450-4625.  Immediately following all bids received 
will be opened and read aloud in Building 200, Purchasing Depart-
ment.

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified check or bid bond in 
the amount of not less than five percent (5%) of the maximum 
amount of the Bid as a guarantee that the Bidder, if awarded the 
Contract, will within ten (10) calendar days after written notice being 
given of bid acceptance, enter into a written Contract with the Citrus 
County School Board, in accordance with the accepted Bid, and give 
a surety bond satisfactory to the Citrus County School Board equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract amount.

No Bidder may withdraw his/her Bid for a period of thirty (30) days af-
ter the date set for the opening of the Bids.

All prime contractors must hold a Citrus County School Board Certifi-
cate of Pre-qualification to bid on Citrus County School Board con-
struction projects.  Prime contractors must be pre-qualified by the Cit-
rus County School Board prior to submitting a bid.  Prime contractor’s 
bids must be within the bid limits specified on their pre-qualification 
certificate.  For contractor pre-qualification information call the Citrus 
County School Board Facilities and Construction Department at 
352/726-1931, ext. 2208.

Pre-bid Conference:

A. A mandatory pre-bid conference for Prime Contractors, and op-
tional for sub-contractors, will be held at Lecanto High School, 3810 
West Educational Path, Lecanto, Florida, 34461, in the school cafe-
teria.

B. Conference will occur February 1, 2021, at 3:00 PM.

Bidders may obtain a maximum of two (2) sets of Contract Docu-
ments from ANSTON-GREENLEES, INC., 1315 West Fletcher Ave-
nue, Tampa, Florida, 33556.  813-963-1919 x208, upon deposit of a 
check made payable to the Citrus County School Board in the 
amount of $25.00 per set.  A refund of this deposit will be made upon 
the return of these Documents in satisfactory condition within ten (10) 
days after the opening of Bids.

Bidders may also view and/or download the Contract Documents as 
Adobe.pdf files through the internet for free by contacting 
ANSTON-GREENLEES, INC., 1315 West Fletcher Avenue, Tampa, 
Florida, 33556.  813-963-1919 x208.

The Citrus County School Board reserves the absolute right to award 
the Bid to the lowest, responsive Bidder, to waive any informality or 
irregularity in any Bid, or to reject any and all Bids received based 
solely on the Board’s determination of the best interests of the 
School District.

CITRUS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
INVERNESS, FLORIDA

BY:     Sandra Himmel
Superintendent of Schools

Published January 17, 24 & 31, 2021

1328-0131   SUCRN

INVITATION  TO BID

Sealed bids for furnishing of all labor and materials and performing 
all work necessary and incidental to Bid No. 2021-21 WTC Reroof 
Building 1/CHS Café Building 21 will be received by the Citrus 
County School Board prior to February 18, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. local 
time in the Purchasing Department, Citrus County School Board, 
Building 200, 1007 West Main Street, Inverness, Florida, 
34450-4625.  Immediately following all bids received will be opened 
and read aloud in Building 200, Purchasing Department.

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified check or bid bond in 
the amount of not less than five percent (5%) of the maximum 
amount of the Bid as a guarantee that the Bidder, if awarded the 
Contract, will within ten (10) calendar days after written notice being 
given of bid acceptance, enter into a written Contract with the Citrus 
County School Board, in accordance with the accepted Bid, and give 
a surety bond satisfactory to the Citrus County School Board equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract amount.

No Bidder may withdraw his/her Bid for a period of thirty (30) days af-
ter the date set for the opening of the Bids.

All prime contractors must hold a Citrus County School Board Certifi-
cate of Pre-qualification to bid on Citrus County School Board con-
struction projects.  Prime contractors must be pre-qualified by the Cit-
rus County School Board prior to submitting a bid.  Prime contractor’s 
bids must be within the bid limits specified on their pre-qualification 
certificate.  For contractor pre-qualification information call the Citrus 
County School Board Facilities and Construction Department at 
352/726-1931, ext. 2208.

Pre-bid Conference:

A.     A mandatory pre-bid conference for Prime Contractors, and op-
tional for sub-contractors, will be held at Citrus High School Cafete-
ria Building 21, 600 W. Highland Blvd., Inverness, FL 34452.

B.     Conference will occur on February 3, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.

Bidders may also obtain one copy of the Contract Documents on 
compact disc for ten dollars and no cents ($10.00) made payable to 
Roof Engineering Associates, Inc. 856 County Road 1, Palm Harbor, 
FL 34683 (727-771-0598).

The Citrus County School Board reserves the absolute right to award 
the Bid to the lowest, responsive Bidder, to waive any informality or 
irregularity in any Bid, or to reject any and all Bids received based 
solely on the Board’s determination of the best interests of the 
School District.

CITRUS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
INVERNESS, FLORIDA

BY:     Sandra Himmel
Superintendent of Schools

Published January 17, 24 & 31, 2021

given of bid acceptance, enter into a written Contract with the Citrus 
County School Board, in accordance with the accepted Bid, and give 
a surety bond satisfactory to the Citrus County School Board equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract amount.

No Bidder may withdraw his/her Bid for a period of thirty (30) days af-
ter the date set for the opening of the Bids.

All prime contractors must hold a Citrus County School Board Certifi-
cate of Pre-qualification to bid on Citrus County School Board con-
struction projects.  Prime contractors must be pre-qualified by the Cit-
rus County School Board prior to submitting a bid.  Prime contractor’s 
bids must be within the bid limits specified on their pre-qualification 
certificate.  For contractor pre-qualification information call the Citrus 
County School Board Facilities and Construction Department at 
352/726-1931, ext. 2208.

Pre-bid Conference:

A. Amandatory pre-bid conference for Prime Contractors, and op-
tional for sub-contractors, will be held at LHS Cafeteria, 3810 West 
Educational Path, Lecanto, Florida 34461.

B. Conference will occur at 3:00 p.m. on February 2, 2021.

Bidders may obtain a maximum of two (2) sets of Contract Docu-
ments from Donnelly Architecture, Incorporated, 1384 North Cit-
rus Avenue, Crystal River, Florida 34428, (352) 249.1166 upon de-
posit of a check made payable to the Citrus County School Board in 
the amount of ($ 200) per set.  A refund of this deposit will be made 
upon the return of these Documents in satisfactory condition within 
ten (10) days after the opening of Bids.

Bidders may also view and/or download the Contract Documents as 
Adobe.pdf files through the internet for free by contacting Donnelly 
Architecture, Incorporated, 1384 North Citrus Avenue, Crystal 
River, Florida 34428, (352) 249.1166.

The Citrus County School Board reserves the absolute right to award 
the Bid to the lowest, responsive Bidder, to waive any informality or 
irregularity in any Bid, or to reject any and all Bids received based 
solely on the Board’s determination of the best interests of the 
School District.

CITRUS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
INVERNESS, FLORIDA

BY:     Sandra Himmel
Superintendent of Schools

Published January 17, 24 & 31, 2021

1331-0124   SUCRN  (02/05)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: GS AUTO TOWING gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and intent to sell these vehicles at 61 NE US 
HWY 19, Crystal River, FL 34429, pursuant to subsection 713.78 of 
the Florida Statutes.  GS Auto Towing reserves the right to accept or 
reject any and/or all bids.

Date & Time of Sale - February 5, 2021 at 9:00 AM
VIN #                    Year / Model Vehicle

1FMZU67K04UA38702           2004 Ford

Published January 24, 2021

1333-0124   SUCRN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: KNIGHTLYS AUTO INC. gives Notice 
of Foreclosure of Lien and intent to sell these vehicles at 9140 W At-
las Drive, Homosassa, Florida 34448, pursuant to subsection 713.78 
of the Florida Statutes. KNIGHTLYS AUTO INC. reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and/or all bids.

Date of sale: 2/22/2021, 08:00 am -
3C4PDCAB4JT241309 2018 Dodge
5TDBA23C26S072072 2006 Toyota
3FADP0L35BR117553 2011 Ford

Published January 24, 2021

1321-0124  SUCRN
Legal Notice

Notice of Petition to vacate utility easement, 12550 W. Snow-
drop Pl, Crystal Manor Unit 2 PB 8 PG 112 Lots 6 & 7 BLK 60
Petition is to vacate utility easements between lots 6 & 7

Published January 17 & 24, 2021

1332-0124   SUCRN
SWFMD Permit Application # 810540

Notice is hereby given that the Southwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District has received surface or Environmental Resource permit 
application number 810540 from LA Jacobs Real Estate, LLC 1242 
South Cove Camp Point, Inverness FL 34450   Application received: 
September 8, 2020.  Proposed activity: Construction of 11 RV pad 
sites, overflow parking and gravel access road.  Project Name: The 
Cove Expansion   Project Size: 2.04 acres.  Location: Section(s) 10 
Township 19S Range 17E, Section(s) 15 Township 19S Range 20E 
in Citrus County.  Outstanding Florida Water:  no.  Aquatic reserve: 
no.  The application available for public inspection Monday through 
Friday at 7601 U.S. Highway 301 North, Tampa, FL 33637 or through 
the “Application & Permit Search Tools” function on the District’s 
website at www.watermatters.org/permits/.  Interested persons may 
inspect a copy of the application and submit written comments con-
cerning the application.  Comments must include the permit appli-
cation number and be received within 14 days from the date of this 
notice.  If you wish to be notified of intended agency action or an op-
portunity to request administrative hearing regarding the application, 
you must send a written request referencing the permit application 
number to the Southwest Florida Water Management District, Regu-
lation Bureau, 7601 U.S. Highway 301 North, Tampa, 33637 or sub-
mit your request through the District’s website at 
www.watermatters.org.  The district does not discriminate based on 
disability.  Anyone requiring accommodation under the ADA should 
contact the Regulation Bureau at (813)985-7481 or (800)836-0797, 
TTD only (800)231-6103.

Published January 24, 2021

9022-0126   MXDCRN
United Way of Citrus County

United Way of Citrus County is receiving $450,000 from the 
county to assist Citrus County residents who have been finan-
cially impacted by COVID-19. Individuals interested in applying 
for assistance should visit www.citrusunitedway.org or United 
Way of Citrus County’s Facebook page beginning Tuesday, 
January 19 to fill out an application. Individuals without Internet 
access should call 352-795-5483 Monday through Friday be-
tween the hours of 8 and 4:30. Once the application is re-
ceived, a United Way staff member will contact the applicant 
to schedule an appointment, which will be held at United Way 
of Citrus County, 1582 N Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River, FL.

Published January 17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,&26,2021

1334-0214  SUCRN
Larry F. Payton 2020-DR-0793 Dissolution of Marriage

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 

FOR CITRUS COUNTY FLORIDA
CASE NO:  2020-DR-0793

LARRY F. PAYTON
Petitioner,

and
VICKY L. CARTER

Respondent,

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
(NO CHILD OR FINANCIAL SUPPORT)

TO:  Vicky L. Carter
133 McClellan Street
Schenectady, NY  12304

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for dissolution of marriage 
has been filed against you and that you are required to serve 
a copy of your written defenses, if any to Larry P. Payton whose 
address is 106 N. Mill Avenue, Inverness, FL 34450 on or before 
February 23, 2021, and file the orignial with the clerk of this 
Court at 110 North Apopka Avenue, Inverness, FL  34450 before 
service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do 
so, a default may be entered against you for the relief de-
manded in petition.

This action is asking the court to decide how the following real 
or personal property, and the name of the county in Florida 
where the property is located:  None

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are 
available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office.  You may re-
view these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of 
your current address. (You may file Designation of Current Mail-
ing and E-mailing Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be 
mailed or e-mailed to the address(es) on record at the clerk’s 
office.

WARNING:  Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, 
requires certain automatic disclosure of documents and infor-
mation.  Failure to comply can result in sanctions, including dis-
missal or striking of pleadings.
Dated:  1-4-21

Angela Vick, Clerk of Court and Comptroller
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

(COURT SEAL)
By: /s/ Vivian Cancel, Deputy Clerk

Published January 24 & 31 and February 7 & 14, 2021

*******SCAM ALERT*******

How to Avoid a Fake Check Scam

•  INSIST ON CASH

•  Don’t accept a check for more than the selling price. You 
can bet it’s a scam.

•  Inform the Buyer that you’ll wait two weeks before sending 
any merchandise.

•  Never use money from a check to send gift cards, money 
orders, or wire money to strangers or someone you just met. 
Many scammers demand that you send money through 
money transfer services like Western Union or MoneyGram, 
or buy gift cards and send them the PIN numbers. Once you 
wire money, or give someone the gift card PINs, it is like
giving someone cash. It’s almost impossible to get it back.

•  Toss offers that ask you to pay for a prize. If it’s free, you 
shouldn’t have to pay to get it.

HONDA
2014 TRX 400X
Low Miles-

$4,500 obo cash only
(352) 613-8173

TRIKE V8
Factory Made

Ex Cond./Low Miles-
Automatic transmission
1 of a Kind- Reasonable 
$17,900 352-341-3803

Harley-Davidson
‘08 FLHX Street Glide, 
Very Clean, Low Miles, 

$8900 OBO
352-277-9175

CHEVROLET
1936 5 Window Coupe

350 V8 Automatic, 
Chrome Eng. -Steel 
body, ALL power, cold 

A/C. $26,500
352-746- 0589  
352-302-6979

CHEVROLET
1955 2 DR HT SPORT 
COUPE 283 Eng. w/
vintage air,700R4 trans. 
$30K 352-212-2856

CHEVROLET
1969  CAMARO - 454 
Engine / 700R4 trans.,  
MANY upgrades!  Call 
for details!  $40,000  

810-841-2692

CHEVROLET
1971 Camaro RS

4 sp. Black. V8 & A/C. 
$22,000 obo or
possible trade.
352-303-8226

CHEVROLET
1993 Corvette Coupe, 

C4, 5.7L, auto tran. 
new plugs, AC, distrib. 

111k mi. $3500 obo
352-228-4664

FORD
1930 Model A

5 Window Coupe, 76 K 
mi./ EXCELLENT Cond. 
$16,000  352-795-3510

FORD
1977 Ranchero GT

auto, 351 M V-8
104,000 mi.,  $7,500 

352-346-1053

MERCURY
COMET 1974 302 V8
Auto Trans. Great

Collector Car! $8,700
352-212-5747
Call for Appt.

MIATA
2003 MIATA MX 5 LS 
Automatic Trans. All 
Xtras - 58K miles.

$8750  352-860-9049

TRIUMPH
1973 TR6, 4 spd, 6 cyl, 
2 Tops, Red w/ Black
Interior  $15,000 Firm 

352-503-6859

DODGE
2002 Ram Diesel - 2500 
Cums/ BLK / 181K mi / 1 
owner/ Tow pkg/  Ext. 
cab / Great Cond. - a/c 
$11,500  352-601-0383

FORD
F350 Diesel King 

Ranch Crew Cab 4 x 4 
108K mi/ Rear Ent./
Retractable Tonneau 

Cover-1 owner- ALL svc 
rec’s/ Mint Condition! 
$20,900  352-497-6945

LINCOLN
‘02 Blackwood - Good 
Cond.-ONLY 3K made
FULLY LOADED $8500

352-489-4129

TOYOTA
2015 Tacoma TRD 

Sport 105K mi. V-6, Dbl 
cab, VGC $23,500

(352) 726-1392

TOYOTO
Tacoma 2010 4X4 
Black, V-6 200K mi.
Excel. Cond., $12,500

352-303-8226

2007 CHRYSLER
Town & Country Van
Stowaway Seats - 158K 
mi.- 2 owners - Everyth-
ing works - Real Clean -
$3900 352-229-1485

Can-Am Spyder
2016,  White,  4,705 mi, 

Garage-Kept
Excellent Condition! 

$17,500  352-794-0352

EW-66 SCOOTER
Brand NEW!  EW-66
-2 Seater- See on
Internet.   $2500 
352-465-6335

HARLEY 2016
Switchback, 2,935 mi., 

HD extended war-
ranty 2023, $11,500

352-765-4679

Harley Davidson
2001 Road King

13, 700 mi. $5700
leave message
352 563-6596

Harley-Davidson
2007 Fat Boy, Vance & 
Hines Pipes - 13K Orig. 
miles, Well Maintained!

$7950 OBO 
516-819-9196

HONDA
1989 Goldwing SE
1500 CC, Blue/green.
Only 11,401 mi., bought 
brand new. Perfect 
cond. Hardly driven. 
$6000 obo Tony: 
352-527-8950

Pictures avail. online!

HONDA
2001Goldwing GL1800 
28,500 miles.  Many
extras. Excellent cond.
Ultimate touring bike. 
New price, $6950
352-270-8089

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE 

CARS
Up to $1,000 & MORE

(352) 342-7037

2006 Chrysler
Sebring Convertible
106K mi, Svc recd’s, 
Runs & Looks Good!

$3,350 obo
(207) 215-0623

BUICK
2013 Encore- 94K  mi, 
w/ platinum warranty for 
30 days or 1K mi. Very 
Good Cond! $9K OBO 

352-490-6007

CADILLAC
2009 DTS, **LOADED** 
136K mi/1 Owner, Gar. 
Kept,  Call for info:

$7,000

CHEVROLET
2006 Chevy Tahoe,Z71 
4x4 167,000 mi. , Newer 

tires, sun roof, grey 
leather seats.  Good 
condition, but needs 
some attention. Great 
vehicle for hunting 
/fishing.  $4,000
Leave message

CHEVY
2018 Malibu LT
Excellent Condition!

Only 5K Miles
for info Please Call
352-601-3225

CHRYSLER
‘91 New Yorker, been in 
storage 10 yrs, New: AC, 

batt, radiator,
tires breaks. Top of the 
line with all options

$3000

FORD
2013 TAURAUS 4D 
SED -6 cyl. High

mileage but a VERY
NICE CAR! $6500
(762) 230-3851

KIA SOUL +
2014/ Ex cond./ 76K mi, 
Inspected 8/20, svc

records, asking $9500
- negotiable

NISSAN
2005 350 Z Convertible

White, blue top, 
ground effects pkg, 

94,769 mi. $12,800 obo
(352) 270-8485

NISSAN 2018 
VERSA - 4dr- 42K mi -
5sp Standard- 40+ mpg-
Great Condition- Like 
New! $9,800 obo
(352) 571-0886

SELL
YOUR VEHICLE

IN THE

Classifieds

ONLY
$19.95

for 7 days

$29.95
for 14 days

$49.95
for 30 days

$69.95
Run ‘til it sells!!

* Call your
Classified

Representative
for details. 

352-563-5966

89 MUSTANG 
CONVERTIBLE 5.0

5sp - Older Restore 
Many Extras! Too 

Much to List- Discs,  SS
Exhaust, etc.  $12,000

(352) 436-9718

AMC 1968
JAVELIN

290 V8, Auto, A/C, PS
**Multiple Award

Winner... Must See! 
$24K (352) 400-1430

2010 EVEREST -
5th Wheel - 37 foot, 4 
slides **Shown by apt. 
at Lake Rousseau
RV park, Lot 87

KEYSTONE
‘17 Raptor King Suite
5th wh toy hauler. 42’  

1½ Ba, triple slide, 
VGC, new tires $55k 

obo. Tow vehicle avail
(727) 639-5229

~$69.95~

Run ‘til it sells

Applies to all 
vehicles, boats, 
RV’s, campers 
& motorcycles.

Call your
Classified

Representative
for details. 

352-563-5966

2007 JAYCO 
SPORT TRAILER
18 ft. good cond., 
clean, $5,500 or 
B/O 352-212-2856

2008 T@B
Dutchmen RV

w/ Awning.
Model 320  $7000
(352) 586-4231

2015 DENALI 
316RES 5th wheel - 3 
slides, Arctic pkg, self 
leveling, 4yrs extended
warranty w/Hitch,washer 
/dryer & King sz bed
$31K  810-705-2539

2017 HEARTLAND
PIONEER- 5th WHEEL
PI 276 -32ft./ 2 slides, 
Auto Leveling, Rear 
Bunks, $24,500
352-634-2247

5TH WHEEL
2007 Grand Surveyor , 
GSF273RL , super lite 

wt, VG cond, w/ hitch
$12,000 352-201-5062

DAMON
2011 Tuscany - 43 foot
Bath & a half, King size 
bed. 44K mi. Exc cond 

MUST SEE !!
352-601-0310

Rockwood Mini Lite
2021 25 ft. 2 slides, like 
new, electric awning, 
fireplace, TV, jacks & 
big storage, $33,000

720-697-3502

~$69.95~

Run ‘til it sells

Applies to all 
vehicles, boats, 
RV’s, campers 
& motorcycles.

Call your
Classified

Representative
for details. 

352-563-5966

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352-771-6191  �

VAN  for a
Disabled Veteran -
must have  ramp 
behind the drivers 
seat, must fit my 
wheel chair or 

scooter.
Call Don Sr.

(352) 423-1234
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NICK NICHOLAS PRE-OWNED SUPER CENTER

00
0Z

5A
B

Mon-Fri: 8-7 • Sat: 8:30-5 • Closed Sunday

Independence 

S. Croft Ave.

Hwy 44

2901 Hwy. 44 W.,
Inverness, FL

352-726-1231
*MSRP for base vehicle. Excludes destination/delivery fee plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emission testing charge. Optional 

equipment not included. See dealer for qualifications and complete details. Limited time offer Dealer retains incentives. Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. Prices do not include tax, tag, title and administrative 
fee of $399. W.A.C. Dealer is not responsible for typographical errors. Vehicle shown are for illustrative purposes only and may have optional equipment not included. All offers, prices and incentives end 1/31/21.

See Our Entire Inventory at:
NickNicholasFord.com

We Need Your Used Vehicle 
Bring Your Vehicle in for a 

000ZM8G

2020 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB
14,500 low, 1-owner miles. Bighorn/Lonestar. 5.7L 

HEMI. Sport Appearance, Level 2 equipped. N0T257B

$36,968

2018 HONDA CR-V FWD EX
19k low miles, 1-owner EX model. Sunroof. Honda 

factory warranty. Recent big PRICE BREAK. N0T577M

$21,956

2017 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER AWD LIMITED
31k miles. 1-owner, regular oil changes clean CARFAX. ALL 

WHEEL DRIVE. 4-new radials. N0T191A

$31,202

2020 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB
4 new white ltr radials, balance Ram factory warranty. 

V8. Bighorn/Lonestar. NP7480

$32,968

2017 BUICK ENCORE
4,800 extra LOW 1-owner miles. Preferred II model. 

Must see! NP7483

$18,968
2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN GT

Balance Dodge FACTORY warranty. Leather trimmed 
seating, Navigation, more. NP7487

$19,968

2016 GMC SIERRA 1500 4X4 SLT CREW CAB
20” wheels. Htd/Cooled frt buckets. 5.3lL V8. Rear 

backup camera, more Only 42k low miles. NPR1264A

$38,968

2019 NISSAN FRONTIER SV CREW CAB
1-owner, Clean CARFAX. Balance Nissan FACTORY 

warranty. V6, SV Crew. NP7477

$23,968

2020 TOYOTA TACOMA SR5 4X4 DOUBLE CAB
1-Owner, Level kit w/TRD whls. Predator bars, Tonneau cvr, 

all weather floor liners. 4X4. Warranty. NPR1280A

$34,968

Brad Hill
Salesperson Of The Month

Begin Your New Year 
With A New Ford! 2021

S P O RT

Stop By &
Take A

Test Drive!

2020 Escape Gas SE FWD
Save Up To

$4,500
Off MSRP

2020 Escape HEV SE FWD
Save Up To

$3,500
Off MSRP

2021 Edge SEL FWD
Save Up To

$2,750
Off MSRP

2020 Expedition XLT 4x2
Save Up To

$7,000
Off MSRP

2021 Expedition XLT 4x2
Save Up To

$750
Off MSRP

2020 Ranger XLT Super Crew 4x2
Save Up To

$2,500
Off MSRP

2021 Ranger XLT Super Crew 4x2
Save Up To

$1,500
Off MSRP

2020 Super Duty XLT 4x2
Save Up To

$500
Off MSRP

2020 F-150 XLT Super Crew EcoBoost 4x2
Save Up To

$10,779
Off MSRP

2020 Fusion HEV SE
Save Up To

$5,000
Off MSRP

2020 Mustang Coupe (AT)
Save Up To

$2,500
Off MSRP

2021 Explorer Gas XLT RWD
Save Up To

$2,000
Off MSRP

2020 Edge SEL FWD
Save Up To

$5,500
Off MSRP

2020 Explorer Gas XLT RWD
Save Up To

$6,000
Off MSRP

2019 HYUNDAI IONIQ HYBRID
8,000 extra low miles. Clean CARFAX. HYBRID. 

Balance Hyundai FACTORY warranty. NPR1344A

$21,968

2017 BUICK LACROSSE PREFERRED
9,800 miles is all!! Lacrosse PREFERRED. 1-owner 

vehicle, clean CARFAX. Leather. NP7381A

$23,968
2020 CHEVROLET CAMARO COUPE 1LT
Balance Chevy FACTORY warranty. RED HOT RED 

coupe. NP7479

$24,968
2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

All wheel drive 2LT. 15,500 low 1-owner miles. 
Balance Chevy FACTORY warranty. NP7486

$24,968

2017 DODGE CHARGER DAYTONA
Daytona Charger R/T. Beats audio grp. Technology grp. Driver 

confidence pkg. Navigation travel grp. Sunroof. N0T608B

$29,968
2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO CREW CAB

26k low 1-owner miles. 5.3L V8 engine. Sport 
Appearance, 20” wheels. RED HOT RED! NP7482

$31,968
2019 TOYOTA TACOMA EXT CAB

21,200 Low miles, Clean CARFAX w/regular oil chngs. 
Balance Toyoya FACTORY warranty. N0T473M

$24,968

2021 F-150 XLT Super Crew EcoBoost 4x2
Save Up To

$6,000
Off MSRP

2020 EcoSport SE FWD
Save Up To

$5,000
Off MSRP

2020 Fusion Gas SE
Save Up To

$5,000
Off MSRP

2021 EcoSport SE FWD
Save Up To

$3,500
Off MSRP
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sales 
of existing homes rose 
0.7% in December, push-
ing the entirety of 2020 to a 
pace not seen in 14 years 
and providing one of the 
few bright spots for a U.S. 
economy mired in a global 
pandemic.

Rising sales in the final 
month of the year lifted ac-
tivity to a seasonally ad-
justed annual rate of 6.76 
million units in December, 
the National Association of 
Realtors reported Friday. 

For all of 2020, sales 
rose to 6.48 million, the 
highest level since 2006 at 
the height of the housing 

boom. That represented a 
5.6% gain from the 5.34 
million previously owned 
homes sold in 2019.

The median sales prices 
was $309,800 in December, 
up 12.9% from a year ago.

The big jump in prices 
reflected strong demand 
as Americans locked down 
by the pandemic and 

forced to work from home 
are seeking to move to 
larger homes. Sales have 
been boosted by re-
cord-low mortgage rates.

Economists predicted 
those trends would con-
tinue this year, though 
mortgage rates may rise 
slightly from record lows if 
the economy improves as 

expected as vaccines be-
come more widely 
available.

“Expect economic con-
ditions to improve with 
additional stimulus forth-
coming and vaccine distri-
bution already underway,” 
said Lawrence Yun chief 
economist for the 
Realtors.

“As Covid-19 levels drop 
due to vaccinations and 
warmer weather, expect 
more Americans to put 
their houses on the mar-
ket,” Robert Frick, corpo-
rate economist at Navy 
Federal Credit Union, 
predicted.
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 352-240-3288
 www.RECITRUS.com

 LECANTO
 2421 N. Lecanto Hwy.

 HOMOSASSA
 8375 S. Suncoast Blvd.

 INVERNESS
 1101 U.S. Hwy. 41 N.

 CRYSTAL RIVER
 504 NE Hwy. 19 

 4 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU! RE/MAX Property Management

 WE NEED
 RENTALS

 Vacation / Short Term / Long Term
 Furnished / Unfurnished

 rentals@ remax realty.one
 www.citrus.rent • 352-503-2050

 RE/MAX Property 
 Management

 WE NEED
 RENTALS
 Vacation / Short Term / 

 Long Term
 Furnished / Unfurnished
 rentals@ remax realty.one

 www.citrus.rent
 352-503-2050

 000ZNVE

 $274,000 $274,000 $274,000 MLS #796375

 BLACK DIAMOND BEAUTY
 Newly renovated, new roof in 

 process of being completed, HVAC, 
 flooring, kitchen, baths, fixtures,

 and so much more.
 BONITA THOLUND (352) 464-4925

 Email: bonitasellshomesnow@gmail.com

 REDUCED

 12 HACKBERRY COURT S 
 HOMOSASSA

 This immaculate Royal Coachman home is move-in-
 ready with its spacious open floor plan, 3 bedrooms, 2 
 baths, and a 2 car garage! The master bath features 
 dual sinks and a large walk-in shower. Situated on a 
 PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC in the lovely Cypress Village 
 of Sugarmill Woods and featuring a tropical backyard! 

 KATHY GREEN (352) 325-5525
 Website: kathygreensellshomes.com

 MLS#797278  $280,000 $280,000 $280,000

 MOVE IN
 READY!

 10 HACKBERRY COURT S 
 HOMOSASSA

 Your own slice of heaven on this beautiful 
 wooded lot with some clearing! Ideal 
 location is private yet close to shopping 
 and dining! This lot is being sold in 
 conjunction with the listing of the home 
 situated next door! 

 KATHY GREEN (352) 325-5525
 Website: kathygreensellshomes.com

 MLS#797275  $17,900 $17,900 $17,900

 SWEET
 LO

T!

 PETER KOROL
 (352) 527-7842 OR (352) 422-3948

 2564 W. ALEUTS DR.
 PINE RIDGE

 • 4 BD, 2 BA, 2 CG • Built in 1991 • 1,931 SF/AC
 • 14’x28’ In ground Pool • 1.32 Acres • Great Room  
 • Split BD Plan • Great Room • Formal Dining

 $279,900 $279,900 $279,900 MLS#797826

 24/7 INFO LINE
 (352)   637-2828 Enter house #2564

 GLORIA REAGAN (352) 345-1192
 Email: gloriareagan@gmail.com

 10245 W. HADLEY CT. 
 HOMOSASSA

 Mobile on deep canal close to Homosassa
 headsprings. 60 feet of concrete seawall, 
 boat dock, boat lift, and davits. 2 bedrooms, 
 1 bath, 2 sheds, pontoon boat with newer 
 motor, hot tub.

 $224,900 $224,900 $224,900 MLS #795362

 PENDING

 KELLY  GODDARD  352-476-8536
 Website: kellygoddardsellsflorida.com

 BEVERLY HILLS
 WITH FLORIDA ROOM

 • 2 BR, 1 Bath  • 1 CAR Garage
 • Family Room  • Laundry Room
 • Updated Bath  • Double Pane Windows
 • New Roof Shingles  • HVAC 2019  

 $110,900 $110,900 $110,900 MLS#796726

 SOLD IN 4 DAYS FULL P
RICE

 CALL THE CUNNINGHAM TEAM 
 (352) 527-7842

 Email: kcunningham@remax.net

 CITRUS SPRINGS
 2,018 Build • 3/2/2 Home

  1,617 Living Area • On .23 Acres
 Open Floor Plan  •  Fenced Backyard

 Large Master With Walk-in Closet

 $205,000 $205,000 $205,000 MLS#797984

 CALL THE CUNNINGHAM TEAM 
 (352) 527-7842

 Email: kcunningham@remax.net

 MAINTENANCE FREE LIVING!
 Villa In Fairmont Village • 2 Master Suites

 Kitchen  w / B reakfast Bar  a nd Nook
 Formal Dining Area  w ith A Bay Window

 Living Room • Florida Room
 2 Car Garage •  C orner Lot

 $165,000 $165,000 $165,000 MLS#795116

 MEADOWCREST

 MARK STATES (352) 201-9762
 Email: mstatesgar@gmail.com

 9291 E. FLORAL ACRES CT. 
 FLORAL CITY

 Listing consists of 2 adjacent parcels equaling 
 just over 37 acres. Approximately 1.87 acre 
 on Floral Acres Ct. grants access to the 
 sprawling 35.35 acres behind and beyond! 
 Mature trees, woods and some wetlands 
 offering a little bit of everything nature!

 $389,900 $389,900 $389,900 MLS#797768

 SOLD SOLD

Existing home sales rise at pace not seen in 14 years

See HOMES/Page E11



Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. home con-
struction jumped 5.8% in December 
to 1.67 million units, a 14-year high 
that topped the strongest annual 
showing from the country’s builders 
in 15 years.

The better-than-expected Decem-
ber gain followed an increase of 
9.8% in November when housing 
starts climbed to a seasonally ad-
justed annual rate of 1.58 million 
units, the Commerce Department 
reported Thursday. The December 
pace was the strongest since the 
building rate reached 1.72 million 
units in September 2006.

For the year, construction began 
on 1.45 million units, up 4.8% from 
2019 and the best pace since con-
struction starts totaled 1.8 million 
units in 2006. That period included 
a massive U.S. housing boom that 
eventually burst, kicking off the cat-
astrophic 2007-2009 recession.

Housing has been one of the star 
performers this year even as the 
overall economy has been wracked 
by the spread of the coronavirus. 
Record-low mortgage rates and the 
migration of Americans to larger 
homes better suited for home offices 
during the pandemic has fueled 
demand.

“We expect the pace of housing 
starts to moderate in 2021 as home-
builders confront constraints in-
cluding high lumber prices and 
shortages of lots and labor,” said 
Nancy Vanden Houten, lead U.S. 
economist at Oxford Economics.

Even with these constraints, Van-
den Houten believes home 
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 333 N. CROFT AVENUE, INVERNESS, FL 34453

 352-228-0876
 castrorealty1@gmail.com

 FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

 • Inventory Desperately Needed! 
 • Tenants Waiting
 • Competitive Fees
 • Comprehensive Tenant Screening
 • 24 Hour Service
 • Versed In Covid Guidelines For Your Protection
 • 35 Years Serving Citrus County

 WE WANT YOU!!!
 YOUR BOTTOM LINE, NEEDS

 MARGUERITE BUDNICK
 Licensed Real Estate Broker

 (a Property Manager in the real sense of the word)

 Or email:
 debbierector1@gmail.com

 000ZK
E

S

 • Closed $6.7 Million in 2020
 with Average Sales price of $215,638 

 • Average list price to sales price ratio 97.55%
 • Average Days on the market 42 days

 352-341-2822

 www.letstalkflrealestate.com  Debbie Rector -  Broker/Owner

 NEWS FLASH!!!!
 IT’S A SELLER’S MARKET
 Looking To Sell Your Home?

 Call DEBBIE RECTOR
 A Realtor with a Proven Track record for over 26 years!

  Call DEBBIE RECTOR For A  FREE
 MARKET ANALYSIS for YOUR HOME!

 311 W. Main St.
 Inverness

 352-726-5263
 www.landmarkinverness.com

 00
0Z

N
V
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 PINE RIDGE POOL HOME!   Lots of space to 
 grow, 3/2.5/2. Wood Cabinets, SS appliances, Over-
 Sized Pantry. XL Master suite w/double sided 
 fireplace  &  extended room could be used for an 
 office or a nursery.  $399,900 #797343 
 Ernestine Brinager 606-359-2325

 SECLUDED MOBILE  on Large Lot in Floral 
 City, pasture for horses. 3/2 Home needs some 
 updates but at this price point, the sky’s the limit! 
 $119,000 #796412 
 Kathy Chapman 352-476-4988

 GREAT INVESTMENT OR WINTER RETREAT!
 2/1 Brooksville. Metal roof-over & new vinyl  
 flooring. Close to Withlacoochee River Boat 
 Ramp  $51,000 #795688 
 Sheila Bensinger 352-476-5403 

 PRICE REDUCED

 THE VILLAGES,  Move in Ready, furnished! Stone 
 Privacy fence across back of the lot. 3 bd, 2 full ba, 
 screened lanai. Low amenity fee, includes free golf 
 on all courses, swimming, tennis, 24 hour 
 community watch & over 2700 resident clubs. 
 $267,000   #794447
 Charles Lewis 706-669-4237

 COMMERCIAL PROPERTY , 1.16 AC on Hwy 200 
 in Hernando. Several buildings currently used as 
 auto body repair, restoration of hot rods and vintage 
 autos. Full auto paint booth, 3 bay workshop, plus a 
 12x60 newly renovated office space & a couple of 
 mobile homes. Fully fenced.  $395,000  # 795923
 Linda Bega 352-212-2161

 INVERNESS HIGHLANDS POOL HOME!
 3/2/2 1678 sq. ft. Large Bedrooms w/ New 
 Carpet 2021, Vaulted Ceilings, Screened Rear 
 Porch & privacy fenced backyard. Roof 2008, 
 Windows & Trane HVAC 2012.  $189,500 
 #797819 Linda Bega 352-212-2161

 Thinking about the 
 Villages? Wonder what 
 adventures await you? 

 Call our resident expert, 
 Charles Lewis  for an 

 extensive list of luxuries 
 and activities the 
 Villages can offer!
 706-669-4237

 CHARMING & WARM,   2/2/1, 1680 sq living 
 ft, Inverness. Hardwood floors, rock fireplace, real 
 wood cabinets, newer appliances, & spacious 
 dining room. Could be a 3 br, lots of elbow room, & 
 a patio over-looking fenced yard .  $169,900
 #795773  Sheila Bensinger 352-476-5403 

US home 
construction 
up 5.8% in 
December
Strongest showing 

in 15 years

See BUILDERS/Page E11

■ To register for the Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Office’s Alert Citrus 
weather program, visit www.
sheriffcitrus.org and click on the 
links to register. 

■ Create a profile, list how you 
want to be contacted in case of  a 
weather emergency (text, mobile 

phone, home phone, email), then 
include the address(es) you want 
alerts for.  You can choose what 
types of  emergencies you want 
to hear about, and set a quiet 
period for no contact.

■ Those without computer access 
may call 352-249-2705.

ALERT CITRUS SIGNUP
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Dear Gardener Gal: I have several milk-
weed plants that are putting on leaves, 
and what should I see but several mon-

arch caterpillars munch-
ing away on them. I can’t 
imagine how they would 
survive at this time of 
year. Is this unusual?

As always, I enjoy your 
articles in the Chronicle 
and I look forward to an 
answer to my question.

P.S.: This plant is to-
tally exposed and right 
along my walkway. It 
was a mere brown twig 
until, voila. — Doris

Dear Doris: So nice to 
hear from you again.

Like it was said in that Kevin Costner movie: 
“If you build it, they will come.”

The monarchs are sticking around instead of 
heading to points south due to non-native milk-
weeds still available. This confuses the little 
buggers.

Dear John: I have a statue of 
Athena, a bronze casting, I 
believe — it is hollow but 

very heavy. My mother 
acquired it sometime 
in the early 1950s 
from an antiques shop 
somewhere in Wash-
ington, D.C.

I have attached sev-
eral photos I took of it. 
Across the foot of the 
statue, it says, “Britan-
nia Mourning Royal 
Academy 1901,” then 
in script “By Clement 
Jewitt.”

What more can you 
tell us about it? Have 
you any idea what its value might 
be? I will be looking forward to 
your comments and answers. 
Thank you for your time. — J.N., 
internet

Dear J.N.: Your mother had a 

good eye for quality. She made a 
wise purchase when she bought 
the bronze in the 1950s. The 

sculptor Clement W. 
Jewitt was born in En-
gland in 1870 and 
died in 1956. He was 
active as a sculptor 
from 1893 until 1946. 
His specialty was the 
female figure. In 1895 
he was awarded a 
Landseer Scholar-
ship to study at the 
Royal Academy. I 
think your bronze 
would sell in the 
$1,500 to $2,500 range.

Dear John: My hus-
band‘s father was a medical doc-
tor. As a hobby he took up 
woodworking and we have sev-
eral pieces of furniture that he 
made in his workshop that was 
attached to the garage. He 

developed an interest in antique 
woodworking tools and over the 
years accumulated a rather large 
collection. My husband plans on 
keeping several for sentimental 
reasons but does not want to hold 
onto the entire collection. There 
must be at least 50 or more that 
he wants to sell. What is your ad-
vice on how to sell the collection? 
— N.D., internet

Dear N.D.: I wish you had in-
cluded a few photographs of the 
tools. I suggest you use an auction 
company that specializes in an-
tique tools. One of the best is 
Martin J. Donnelly Tools, consid-
ered the world’s largest auction-
eer of antique tools. The website 
is www.mjdtools.com.

Dear John: These two orna-
ments have been in our family for 
over 70 years. I do not know much 
about them. On the bottom of the 
skis is stamped “made in Japan.” 

They are 4 inches tall. Any infor-
mation you can give me, such as 
any value, would be greatly ap-
preciated. — N.N., internet

Dear N.N.: Santa Claus memo-
rabilia is a popular category of 
collector interest. Your two San-
tas on skis are in the style of those 
made in Germany during the Vic-
torian era. The stamped mark on 
the bottom of the skis, made in 
Japan, indicates they were made 
for export after World War I. Po-
tential dollar value is below $25 
for the two.

John Sikorski has been a profes-
sional in the antiques business for 
30 years. Send questions to Sikor-
ski’s Attic, P.O. Box 2513, Ocala, 
FL 34478 or asksikorski@aol.com.

REAL ESTATE DIGEST PHOTOS
■ Headshots of  real estate agents and associates 

submitted for the Real Estate Digest are kept on 
file in the Chronicle Editorial Department. It is the 
responsibility of  the individuals submitting news 
notes to ensure headshots have been sent to the 
newsroom, and to advise staff  of  any name 
changes.

■ Photos need to be in sharp focus. 

■ Photos submitted electronically should be in                                    
maximum-resolution JPEG (.jpg) format.

Reader’s mother apparently had excellent eye for quality

Native milkweed harder to 
find, but it’s better for nature

See GAL/Page E5

John Sikorski
SIKORSKI'S 

ATTIC

Special to the Chronicle
An exotic milkweed with monarch caterpillars.

Leslie               
Derrenbacker

GARDENER 
GAL

This bronze statue of Athena was 
made by Clement W. Jewett, a 

noted sculptor.
Special to the Chronicle



The folks who study butter-
flies in general, and mon-
archs specifically, tell us this 
isn’t good. Nature knows best 
— always. Seasonal changes 
send them in search of food 
so they can overwinter suc-
cessfully. Your little guys may 
go dormant on the cold days 
and nights (lower than 40 de-
grees) and survive. But here’s 
the thing — caterpillars are 
nothing but eating machines 
and that downtime, combined 
with limited food sources, se-
verely impacts the survival 
rate. When conditions are 
perfect, only 2% make it to 
full-grown caterpillars.

When they are almost ready 
to pupae (last instar, or last 
growth spurt), alternative 
foods can be given. Very fresh 
cucumber with the wax 
scrubbed off and pumpkin or 
butternut squash meat is said 
to work, but then what? A 
good freeze and the adults 

they will become may not 
survive.

There is no harm in trying 
to help your new friends 
during this time of need. I 
know you really care for 
them. But for the future gen-
erations, I’d try to plant as 
many native milkweeds as 
possible and maybe cut down 
the exotic ones during winter 
to get your friends to travel 
south.

Thank you for writing, and 
happy gardening.

Dear Readers: I want to 
share a few words about how 
ugly mid to late January can 
be and how one bulb gave me 
hope.

By this time every year, we 
have had frost and a freeze or 
two. Our gardens and yards 
are usually looking pretty un-
attractive about now.

We know we aren’t sup-
posed to trim anything back 
until March (except annuals 
— we can yank those out), but 
it is always a dreaded job long 
before it is time to start. I 
needed a little positivity, and 
today it appeared.

A few years ago, I did an 
article on daffodils (Narcis-
sus), and whether or not they 
would re-bloom in our area. 
Some folks have good luck; I 
did not. I tried several types, 
but one year of blooms is all 
I’ve gotten — until today. I 
found a pretty white little 
thing, blooming its heart out 
near a pile of used pots. It is 
not in a nice flower bed and 
no one will see it but me, but 
it made me so happy. I felt it 
was a signal of a new begin-
ning, and I think it brings 
hope for all the positive 
things the next season will 
bring. This one little flower 
cluster helped me look past 
the burnt and brown plants 
surrounding me, and helped 
me put the damaging freezes 
in perspective. I needed 
that.

If you have had any uplift-
ing surprises in your land-
scape, please share.

“Gardener Gal” Leslie Der-
renbacker is a Master Gar-
dener and native Floridian. 
Send your questions to ask-
gardenergal@gmail.com.
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 Broker Joe Meek Jr.

 Amy Meek  Realtor ®
 Call 352-212-3038

 amy.meek@meekrealestate.com

 www.meekrealestate.com

 5146 S Riverside Drive  Homosassa, FL 34448
 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 2,106 Liv. sq. ft.  Welcome home to 
 Riverhaven Village! Whether you are enjoying coffee on the 
 stunning lanai, cocktails down on the dock or relaxing by the 
 fireplace, life here will surely be peaceful! This beautiful 3 
 bedroom, 2 bath sits on an oversized lot and features vaulted 
 ceilings, large bedrooms, spacious living room and kitchen, and 
 incredible views of the canal. Your private boat dock is just a short 
 ride to the Homosassa River.

 Scan 
 for a 

 virtual 
 tour!

 Scan 
 for a 

 virtual 
 tour! 00

0Z
O

FL

 UNDER CONTRACT 

 IN JUST 3 DAYS!

 WATERFRONT LIVING AT ITS BEST! WATERFRONT LIVING AT ITS BEST!

 Edmond E. Weeks
 Lic. Real Estate Broker

 3971 N. Lecanto Hwy.
 P.O. Box 641088
 Office/Fax: 352-527-7477
 Cell: 352-422-0139
 Email: weeksrealty@brighthouse.com

 RESALE • NEW CONSTRUCTION • COMMERCIAL • VACANT LAND

 BEAUTY OF THE WEEK
 CITRUS HILLS - TERRA VISTA
 1639 W. Skyview Crossing Drive, Hernando, FL 34442

 Attractive gated villa, carefree home with 2,300 sq. ft. of living area, 
 front  entry pavers, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms plus a bonus room/
 den,  2 car oversized garage, A/C replaced in 2019, newly replaced 
 tankless hot water heater, hardwood floors throughout the main 
 living area, kitchen/bathroom crafted cabinetry with maple wooden 
 cabinets, and granite countertops. Enjoy all the amenities & social 
 membership in the sun!! MLS#796309  $298,500
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 NEED LISTINGS • SELLERS MARKET • GET TOP $$$

 000Z
O
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 1645 West Main St., Inverness, FL 34450
 (352) 726-6668
 ® and ™Century 21 Real Estate Corporation • Equal Housing 
 Opportunity • INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

 KAREN E. 
 MORTON

 (352)   212-7595

 Hall of Fame Centurion Member
 E-mail:  kemorton@tampabay.rr.com 

 Website:  KarenMortonCentury21.com

 J.W. 
 MORTON 

 REAL ESTATE

 HUNTERS PARADISE
 Located between Hernando and Ocala close to 
 the lakes and river. This 20 acre parcel adjoins 

 SWIFTMUD pr operty. Great location for 
 personal gun range or  hunting.  Owner 

 Financing – 15-20% down  6% interest. years 
 negotiable. MLS# 725329  $117,900

 1911 HIGHWAY 44 W, INVERNESS
 PRIME COMMERCIAL CORNER

 Highway 44 W, Inverness,  in city limits.  Interim use as a 
 carwash. Exceptional multi-use opportunity. 

 MLS #784028  $475,000
 Call Jim Morton, 352-422-2173, 

 for additional information

 The real estate market is "hot". If you have considered selling
 your home, now might be your best time to start the process.

 For a FREE, NO OBLIGATION market analysis, call me at 352-212-7595.

 THE RANCHES AT EMERALD HILLS
 10 ACRE ESTATE HOMESITES,  excellent 

 Pasture, scattered oaks, pines, gated  
 community, underground electric, POA; Close 
 to 40,000 acre Withlacoochee State Forest!!!

 From $109,900   MLS# 718920

 OWNER FIN
ANCING

 PRICE REDUCTION

 INVERNESS HIGHLANDS SOUTH -  Settle this estate 
 * 3 bedroom 2 bath 2 car garage * Split bedrooms * 
 Large open living room * Island kitchen with nook 

 opening to Florida Room * Lots of extras including all 
 appliances, generator, sprinkler system, security, 

 fencing, storage building PLUS adjoining rear 
 building lot. City water * Priced right at  $224,900 

 NEW
 LI

STI
NG

GAL
Continued from Page E4
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Living with and helping nature
Florida homeowners 

enjoy their gardens and 
the creatures that live 

side-by-side with people. Hu-
mans cannot survive without 
the natural environment and 
the plants and animals that 
share this planet. Bees, 
wasps, butterflies, moths, 
beetles, bats, birds, squirrels 
and other ani-
mals pollinate 
our food crops, 
scarify and dis-
tribute seeds and 
are a joy to watch. 
When developers 
clear-cut land to 
build houses, it is 
an environmental 
disaster for wild-
life. These natu-
ral and beneficial 
creatures lose 
their homes, shel-
ter, cover from 
predators, natural food 
sources and habitats. People 
must cooperate with nature 
— not destroy it. We must re-
store biodiversity and bal-
ance on Earth.

Unnecessarily removing 
trees reduces any home’s 
value. Builders, land clear-
ers and homeowners must 
educate themselves, change 
their attitudes toward na-
ture and care for our 
planet. Every person can 
help repair the damage we 
have done. Homeowners 
can help by planting native 
trees, shrubs, grasses, vines, 
wildflowers and other 
plants that indigenous wild-
life need to survive.

Homeowners can install 
nest boxes for resident Flor-
ida-breeding, cavity-nesting 
bird species like Eastern 
Bluebirds, Carolina Chicka-
dee, Brown-headed Nut-
hatch, Tufted Titmouse, 
Carolina Wren, Eastern 
Screech Owls and Red-
headed, Red-bellied, 
Red-cockaded, Downy, 
Hairy, and Pileated Wood-
peckers. Different birds 
need different-sized nest 

boxes with different hole 
sizes and heights above the 
ground. Never put a perch 
outside the entry hole to aid 
predators. Never surround 
the hole with smooth metal 
that birds cannot cling to. 
The wood inside and below 
the entry hole needs to be 
rough so the nestlings can 

climb up to the 
hole. Don’t use 
artificial or plas-
tic materials to 
line the interior 
floor. Each bird 
species uses spe-
cific natural ma-
terials they 
gather for 
themselves.

In many 
neighborhoods, 
undeveloped 
lots are being 
clear-cut and 

leveled for new homes. I 
asked Scott Sereda of Com-
munity Builders, a fami-
ly-owned business in 
Dunnellon since 1972, why 
some lots were totally dev-
astated. The standard an-
swer was, that is what the 
homeowner wanted. That’s 
unbelievable!

Land clearers left vegeta-
tion on about 10 feet at the 
rear of a lot near my home. 
All my neighbors protested 
to the owners, but they in-
sisted they wanted every-
thing cleared so they could 
plant palm trees. In cold 
zone 8b with winter freezes 
and a dozen frosty morn-
ings? Illogical.

Couldn’t developers 
clear only enough trees 
and natural vegetation for 
a home site, driveway, pool 
or patio, well and the nec-
essary septic tank and 
leach field? Much of a 
building lot could retain 
existing native vegetation 
that can be added to and 
underplanted by the future 
homeowners.

Jane Weber
JANE’S     

GARDEN

See JANE/Page E8

JANE WEBER/Special to the Chronicle
Carolina Chickadees are the only Chickadee species to occur in Florida but are resident breeders only as far south 
as south Central Florida. There are seven chickadee species in North America. They prefer small cavities and readily 
build nests in manmade boxes with a small, 4-inch by 4-inch square floor size. They use fine mosses and lichens for 
nesting material and may line nests with feathers or plant down from native perennial wildflowers like goldenrod, 
liatris and Florida paintbrush. Titmice, nuthatches and Eastern Bluebirds also use this size nest box. Always remove 
old nests so a new family can use the same box after the previous family has left. Fledged baby birds do not return 
to the nest.



This January, Jane cut and built ten new nest boxes of 
various sizes to attract different bird species. Only the 
outside is painted to weatherproof and waterproof the pine 
wood material. The light paint color reflects sunlight so 
reduces heat buildup. Entry holes are double thick to deter 
predators and discourage woodpeckers from enlarging the 
hole. Boxes are mounted on inexpensive steel conduit to 
deter predators like snakes and raccoons.

Bluebirds are thrushes. A colorful male Eastern Bluebird is 
perched on the back of a bench to scan the surroundings 
for prey and predators. Eastern Bluebirds like to perch on 
utility lines and twigs on trees to search for insects and 
small animal food to feed their nestlings. Of the 181 
species of thrushes on Earth, only 26 evolved in North 
America. Only Eastern Bluebirds breed throughout suitable 
habitat in peninsular Florida, but not in the Everglades or 
the southern keys. American Robins, also thrushes, can 
breed only in the West Florida panhandle region and 
northward throughout the U.S. and Canada in suitable 
habitat.
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 Cell: 352-220-0466
 gbarth@myflorida-house.com Gitta Barth
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 SPECIAL COVER FEATURE | SPECIAL COVER FEATURE

 SPECIAL COVER FEATURE | SPECIAL COVER FEATURE

 Investors 
 Realty of 
 Citrus County, 
 Inc.

 www.myflorida-house.com
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 Situated on 20 acre (gated & fenced), this 
 completely remodeled residence offers 
 lots of privacy. Great for multifamily living! 
 Open living/dining/kitchen area anchored 
 by a towering fireplace; Large sliders open 
 to screened lanai overlooking pastures; 
 every chef would love the Gourmet 
 kitchen! Family-room; Main suite features 
 a luxurious bathroom & private porch w/ 
 tranquil views of scattered oak trees & 
 rolling pastures. Back terrace, pool & spa 
 area are well appointed w/ pavers. The 2-
 car garage has workshop & the carport 
 has ample room for storage. Horses & 
 livestock allowed, short drive to Tillis Head 
 Equestrian Trails, too!

 $599,000
 www.MyFloralCityHome.com

 OFF PLEASANT 
 GROVE ROAD! 

Ph: 634-2656

Deb
Thompson
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
resdeb@yahoo.com

HERNANDO WATERFRONT-This property offers next to new home, 
three bedroom & two baths, split floor plan, all new kitchen with granite 
counters, stainless appliances, roof and A/C new in 2019. Living room 
with wood burning fireplace. The list goes on, two car attached garage, 
572 sq. ft. detached garage, large lot and dock. Asking $259,000

Call Deb Thompson 634-2656

INVERNESS WATERFRONT-Older mobile with two bedrooms, one 
bath, large living room, dining, kitchen, screen room, carport, work shop, 
and extra shed for laundry. Seller also has a pontoon for floating dock, 
with winch to pull boat out. This is move in ready at $118,500

Call Deb Thompson 634-2656

WATERFRONT
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NEW LISTING

 957 Lois Terrace, Suite 100, Inverness, FL 34452
 352-344-5535     www.Cridland.com

 A  MUST  SEE!

 FURNISHED!

 2/2 HOME.

 RENTAL  SPACE  AVAILABLE
 Front office space available.

 Located on Lois Terrace and Hwy. 44 Approx. 500 sq. ft. 
 Includes utilities. Ample parking. Signage available. $650/
 mo. Call 352-344-5535 for more information.

 4/2/2 home that has been perfectly 
 maintained and improvements 
 made. Close to FL 200 and very 
 close to dining, shopping and 
 excellent schools in the area. 
 $260,000.  Call Ken Wilder at 
 352-586-0266 for more information. 
 1583456/797596

 2/2 condo. Easy investment, 
 vacation home, or turn key way 
 to downsize or relocate. 
 $123,000.  Call Ken Wilder at 
 352-586-0266 for more 
 information. 1583457/797540

 This 2/2/carport home is the perfect 
 candidate for your first home or 
 those looking to downsize. Near 
 bike path, community center, 
 shopping & park. Wooded lot on 
 one side.  $115,000.  Call Ken 
 Wilder at 352-586-0266 for more 
 information. 1583453/796334
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 352-794-0888 
 352-527-1112

 OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 11AM-2PM
 14211 W ST. MARTINS RD CRYSTAL RIVER

20202020

 www.exitrealtyleaders.com

 STYLISH, WELL MAINTAINED 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH HOME IN LAUREL RIDGE.
 Sizable 2 car garage with a/c and heat. Spacious kitchen which has been 
 remodeled with excellent quality wood cabinets and stainless appliances.  
 Free form pool with screened patio covered with beautiful pavers.  New roof 
 in 2015, new HVAC in 2016 with Ultra Violet Light filter. Located in a safe and 
 friendly neighborhood surrounded by Twisted Oaks Golf Course 
 Community. MLS #797672

 Call Raymond Horton at 352-322-6304

 Here’s your almost newly built home 
 in the Ozello Keys with tons of 
 amenities; three story stilt home with 
 an elevator, three car plus garage with 
 room for a boat, two porches on 
 second and third level, whole house 
 generator, gas fireplace, solar panels 
 with cost effective electric bill, 
 porcelain tile and wood floors 
 throughout, top of the line appointed 
 kitchen and so much more! 

 Anne Farrior (352) 860-6073

 $275,000

 WANT LUXURY WITH A SPECTACULAR 
 WATERFRONT VISTA?



New homes where the trees were 
kept sell for considerably more than 
those on stripped, barren lots. What 
can be grown on desertified beach 
sand? Cleared lots have no shade to 
cool the home or parking area. No 
windbreak, privacy screen or dust 
barrier. No place left for birds, but-
terflies, rabbits, lizards or gopher 
tortoises to live, breed and feed. No 
green leaves to take in carbon diox-
ide, produce oxygen, or filter the air 
of odors, pollutants and dust. No 
trees, roots or soil to store carbon 
and harbor microorganisms essen-
tial for all life on Earth.

Last week as a lot was being cleared 
there were wildlife squabbles in my 
garden over food. American Robins 
chased off four species of woodpeck-
ers from the holly trees that are cov-
ered with berries. A flock of titmice, 
warblers and a hermit thrush foraged 
for food on the greenspace surround-
ing my home. Birds congregated in 
my garden as there was no food or 
cover left on the cleared lots.

I bought a 10-pack box of suet 

cakes, 40 pounds of black oil sun-
flower seeds and another 40 pounds 
of mixed, cracked corn-based seed 
to feed the birds during this emer-
gency. A neighbor unloaded the 
heavy bags and put them on chairs 
on my front porch. There I repack-
aged the seed into gallon ziplock 
bags. Neighbor children came to get 
a spare feeder and shepherd’s crook 
pole as well as bags of seed. They 
also helped paint bird nest boxes 
and installed two in their front 

privacy screen and lot line planting 
bed where the original builder had 
left an assortment of native trees.

If people continue to remove trees 
and destroy nature, what will future 
generations have left? How will any 
species survive — including 
humans?

Jane Weber is a professional gar-
dener and consultant. Semi-retired, 
she grows thousands of native plants. 
Contact her at jweber12385@gmail.
com or phone 352-249-6899.

E8 SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021 CITRUS COUNTY (FL) CHRONICLE

 6460 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy.
 Crystal River, FL 34429
 352-503-4780

 NEW LISTING

 NEW LISTING

 PEACEFUL & TRANQUIL  Setting Best Describes This Delightful & 
 Well Maintained 3Bed/2Ba/2Car Split Plan Home On 1 Acre(mol). 
 Large Master & Guest Rooms, Huge Covered Lanai & Grilling Patio. 
 One Owner! If you Like Country Living This Is It! Don’t Miss Out! 
 MLS #797957  $174,900   Call Martha Sather 352-212-3929

 73 S. Fillmore Street, Beverly Hills
 Extremely clean 2BR/1BA home with carport. New carpet and luxurious vinyl 
 planking, freshly painted. Outside screened-in porch. MLS #798105
 ASKING  PRICE $179,900 .  Call Myriam Reulen @ 352-613-2644 
 o r Danielle  van der Vkugt @ 352-201-7913

 Sharon Middleton, Broker Associate, ePro
 Multi Million $ Producer
 35+ years of experience
 518-755-3232

 SharonMidd75@gmail.com

 Is There A 
 Move In Your 

 Future? 
 Call me today, let’s 
 get you packing!

 Rodham W (Rod) Kenner, S RES, ePro

 Your 
 40+ Year 

 Experienced 
 Tech-Savvy 

 Realtor.

 352-436-3531

 FREE REAL ESTATE ADVICE!

 Carolyn Watson
 941-815-8430

 carolyntuckerwatson@gmail.com

 Anxious Buyers Are 
 Waiting! Now Is The 

 Time!
 Call today to find our 

 how much your house is 
 worth in today’s market.

 3BR/2BA/2 car garage home with a total of 2,560 sq. 
 ft. under roof. On a 160x120 lot (.44 acre) split plan 
 and large screened room. MLS #797874  $179,900
 Call Barbara Mills 352-422-6236

 SALE PENDING

 NEW LISTING

 PANORAMIC  VIEW  TO  REMEMBER - Location, location, location!
 Waterfront condo w/ boat dock in gated community. Vacation lifestyle, Tastefully 
 renovated, Elevator Ready.  Call to preview today MLS #797851
 Terri Stewart 352-220-1008

 maggiesellsflorida@gmail.com

 HOME  IS  WHERE
 AWESOME HAPPENS!

 000ZO
JQ

 Maggie Diemer
 352-727-2979

 PENDING
 IN 5 DAYS

 Call or email me
 to find out the value 

 of your home.

 000ZNNZ

 STEVE 
 LATIFF

 Contact Steve @  Cell  352-634-0101
 Email  SLatiff@erasuncoast.com

 S teve has been a 
 T op  S elling  S ingle  A gent 

 in  C itrus  C ounty for
 several decades and he 
 specializes in waterfont

 & commercial properties.

 Top Selling Single Agent in Citrus County in 2020

 THE Waterfront 
 Expert!

 American
 Suncoast
 REALTY

 American American
 Suncoast Suncoast
 REALTY REALTY

JANE
Continued from Page E6

JANE WEBER/Special to the Chronicle
American Robin is a large thrush with a strong yellow bill 
and a brick-red breast. Often seen in mowed greenspaces, 
lawns and roadsides, it eats worms, insects and berries. 
For winter, flocks of American Robins migrate south from 
the frozen north in order to get food. In Jane’s sandhill 
garden during winter, robins feast on East-Palatka Holly 
and Weeping Yaupon berry fruit, which are technically 
called drupes.
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2018  home 56 x 28 on 
4.34 ac in Chiefland. 
Fully fenced with two 

2018 40’ metal storage 
containers on quiet 
cul-de-sac. $175,900 
FSBO, call for more 
info 352-339-8421

1998 SW, 2br/2ba
located N. of Crystal 
River in Thunderbird 
Park (55+)  $19,500

Call for Details
(352) 400-9097

TIME TO BUY
OR SELL

YOUR MOBILE
In A Leased Land 

Park?

CALL
LORELIE
LEBRUN

Licensed Realtor & 
Mobile Home Broker

Century 21
Nature Coast,

835 NE Highway 19, 
Crystal River Fl,

Office 352-795-0021
Direct  352-613-3988

BEVERLY HILLS
Neat home in Great

neighborhood! 
2Bd/1Ba - NEW AC/ 
Heat, Fenced, Pet 

friendly, NEAR school, 
library, park & swimming 

pool /  $1200 mo. 
207-323-9058
Captdave381
@gmail.com

0
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 J.W. MORTON
 PROPERTY 

 MANAGEMENT LLC.
1645 W. MAIN ST
 INVERNESS, FL

Cheryl Scruggs/Tracy Hill
 Property Manager/Realtor-Associates

 352-726-9010

 INVERNESS

 HERNANDO

312 Pleasant Grove

 2/1 Apartment... $650

 9383 Riveroak

 3/2 MH.. ........... $875

805 Long Ave. 

 2/2  Apartment ..... $825

821 Pritchard Island Rd.
2/2/1 w/bonus rm .. $1,200

6874 E Culpepper Ct.
Royal Oaks 2/2/1.. $1,200

 1635 Julia
 2/2 MH................ $700

 BEVERLY HILLS

28 N Davis 3/2...... $900

227 S Jefferson 
 3/2................... $1,200

 CHASSAHOWITZKA

8504 Drew Ct.  ( Canal Front)

 2/2 MH............ $1,200

Get
Results in

the
homefront
classifieds!

RENTAL MANAGEMENT 
REALTY, INC.

352-795-7368

For More Listings Go To
 www.CitrusCountyHomeRentals.com
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CRYSTAL RIVER

$1700
9734 E Cherokee Ln.
3/2/2 Includes Fireplace, 

small fenced in area, 
shed and well. Located 

on a 1 acre lot.          
$850

10906 W Gem St.
2/1 With carport, fenced 

yard.
$850

851 NE 3rd St.
3/1  W/D  hookups in 

house, Tile throughout.
Available January.

HERNANDO

$1500
2595 E. Marco Ct.

3/2/2 With fenced in yard!
Includes lawn, water, 

trash removal. Avail. Feb.

HOMOSASSA

2374 S Sandburg Pt.
2/1 Duplex including lawn 

maintenance.

LECANTO

$1500
1153 S. Softwind Lp.
3/2/2 Partially furnished 
or unfurnished. Large 
screen room. No Pets!

INVERNESS
2/1 in quiet area w/

patio.1st Flr.  No pets, 
limit 2 people. $750 

/mo. 352-344-0238 or 
727-446-5871

SEABREEZE 
MANOR

Senior Citizens,
Disabled or

Handicapped. Rent 
based on income.

2 Bedroom
available now

Units with carpeting, 
custom cabinets,  
central air & heat, 

stove, refrigerator &
additional outside 
storage with patio.

For two bedroom units 
must be at least two 

occupants.
37 Seabreeze  Dr., 

Inglis. Call
(352) 447-0277-TDD

ALL CLASSIFIED 
ADS ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

BEVERLY HILLS
3/1, Garage,

Appliances, 1 or 2 yr 
lease - $860 Easy terms 
382-3525  or  697-1457

HERNANDO
Looking for person to 

share a 2br/1ba home, 
Includes Electric 

$350/mo + $250 sec.  
(352) 697-9212

INVERNESS
Royal Oaks- Master w/ 

en-suite bath, Incl’s 
50”TV,wifi, utilities, $500 
mo.+ $500 sec., Mature 
female- 352-446-5194

**BEAUTIFUL**
“Ave of the OAKS”

in DT Floral City, FL-
2/3 ac Lot w/ Private 
LAGOON! Call Matt:

352-697-3062
mperry@

watsonrealtycorp.com

Need a 

JOB?

www.chronicleonline.com

Classifieds

Employment 
source is...

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

DUNNELLON
North Williams St

3000 SF MOL;
Commercial building 

on .042 acre
**For sale or lease**

Call for details
Contact: Al Isnetto,
Palmwood Realty.
352-597-2500 x202

HOMOSASSA
GNC

- 2423 S Rockcrusher -
1690 sqft  w/ 1/2 acre 
$188K 352-302-2194

FOR SALE BY OWNER
2-1½-1, Corner Lot, 
Fenced- Ex. Cond. 
$127,900   401 S

Washington  (352) 
406-0659 or 746-9418

Total Renovation on 2 
Mobile Homes on 4

acres, 2 Bdrm / 1½ BA
and 3 Bdrm / 2 BA -

CALL for detailed info 
352-344-3084

Duplex-(2) 2/2/1 Apts,
Countryside Subdivision  

built 2006, Large lot, 
newly painted in/out 

$239,000 513-720-4421
or  937-378-4109

KINGS BAY
2 story Home, 3,200 

SF, 106 ft. sea wall & 2 
slips.  Near town, gulf, 
& Crackers $349,900

352-563-9857

Get
Results in

the
homefront
classifieds!

Mike Czerwinski 

Specializing In
GOPHER TORTOISE

SURVEYS &
RELOCATIONS

WETLAND SETBACK
LINES

ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENTS

Michael G. Czerwinski, 
P.A

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS

352-249-1012
mgcenvironmental

.com
30+ Yrs. Experience

Tweet 

 Tweet

    Tweet

Follow the 
Chronicle on

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

“news as it 
happens right at 
your finger tips”

DAVID KURTZ
Realtor

Vacant
Land

SPECIALIST

Let me help you
Buy, Sell, Invest.

Free/ No Obligation 
Market Analysis

for your property.
Residential

& Commercial

Century 21 J.W.
Morton Real Estate, 
Inverness, Fl. 34450

CELL 954-383-8786
Office 352-726-6668

SUGARMILL 
WOODS 3 LOTS 

FOR SALE
3 vacant lots for sale 
in the Beautiful GOLF 

Community of 
Sugarmill Woods. 6 

Shamrock Court 
$25,000 88x150 deep 

on cul-de-sac also 
available is, 27 Village 
Center Drive 111x150 
deep, and 126 Cy-
press Blvd $18,000 

99x150 deep. 
863-255-7096

ALL CLASSIFIED 
ADS ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
vehicle today!

Call �
352-563-5966

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
treasures today!

Call �
352-563-5966
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DEBRA CLEARY
* * *

* * *
PROFESSIONAL

REPRESENTATION 
with a

Personal Touch

MEADOWCREST 
SPECIALIST!
also Serving
Pine Ridge

7 Rivers Golf + C.C.
* * *

C: (352) 601-6664
* * *

Your business is 
much Appreciated!

Tropic Shores Realty

GARY & KAREN
BAXLEY

GRI Realtors

Your Christian
Realtor

connection
to your

next transaction

352-212-4678 Gary
352-212-3937 Karen

kbbaxley@
yahoo.com

Tropic Shores
Realty

Les J. Magyar,

REALTOR  

“Simply Put
Integrity #1”

352-220-1786
Lmagyar01@

gmail.com
Craven Realty, 

Inc.
352-726-1515

UNIQUE & HISTORIC
Homes,  Commercial

Waterfront & Land
“Small  Town

Country Lifestyle
OUR SPECIALTY

SINCE 1989”

“LET US FIND 
YOU

A VIEW
TO LOVE”

www.
crosslandrealty.com
(352) 726-6644

Crossland Realty 
Inc.

Tweet 

   Tweet

      Tweet

Follow the 
Chronicle on

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

“news as it happens right 
at your finger tips”

Dianne M. Perkins
Mortgage Lender

352-464-0719

I Specialize in First 
Time Home Buyers!

Call me today
and see what an

experienced 
lender can do for 

you.

Rates are still low,
Refinance Today!

NMLS  #1410743

Equal Housing 
Lender

I put the REAL in 
REAL ESTATE!

JIM THE “REAL”
MCCOY

CALL & GET
RESULTS!

(352) 232-8971

DEBRA CLEARY
* * *

* * *
PROFESSIONAL

REPRESENTATION 
with a

Personal Touch

MEADOWCREST 
SPECIALIST!
also Serving
Pine Ridge

7 Rivers Golf + C.C.
* * *

C: (352) 601-6664
* * *

Your business is 
much Appreciated!

Tropic Shores Realty

Dick
Hildebrandt

Reliable Realtor 
since 2004

352-586-0478
Berkshire Hathaway
Florida Showcase 

Property

Gerard “Jerry” 
Bovee
Realtor

Multi Million Dollar 
Producer

THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING?

Let’s talk about a
CASH OFFER!

Call or text me
today.

352-270-6038 Cell
Parsley Real Estate

SUGARMILL
WOODS

Sellers & Buyers 
FRUSTRATED?
NEEDING HELP? 
CALL ME, NOW.

Hello I’m

Wayne Cormier
Key One

352-422-0751

wayne@wayne
cormier.com

“Have a great day 
and God Bless”

Get
Results in

the
homefront
classifieds!

.. Nick Kleftis ..

Now is the time to 
consider listing your 
home, inventory is 
down and buyers 

are ready.

Call me for a free 
market analysis.

Cell: 352-270-1032
Office: 352-726-6668

email: nick@
nickkleftis.com

BETTY J. POWELL
Realtor

“ Your SUCCESS
is my GOAL...

Making FRIENDS 
along the way

is my REWARD! “

BUYING OR
SELLING?!

CALL ME: 
352-422-6417 
bjpowell72@ 

gmail.com
ERA American

Realty & Investment

BOBBI DILEGO
352-220-0587

Home prices are up�, 
interest rates are 
low�.  This is a

GREAT time to Sell!

BUYING or 
SELLING -call 

BOBBI!

*FREE* HOME
 MARKET ANALYSIS
26 yrs in Real Estate 
36 yr Citrus County 

Resident
ERA American Realty

IS  A MOVE  IN  
YOUR  FUTURE?

For your next move, 
you deserve the best.

Phyllis has SOLD
real estate in six 

states since 1994.  
Now working

exclusively in FL,
you can put

HER experience to
work for YOU

by contacting her
TODAY!

Phyllis E Garrett,
Realtor 

352-445-1393
Coldwell Banker
Investors Realty
of Citrus County

KAREN ARCE
352-634-5868

Full Time Realtor 
Since 2003!

Multi Million Dollar
Producer!

Discover the BEST
When Buying or

Selling Your Home.

“Let Me Put My
Experience & Energy 
To Work For You!”

I Service Citrus County 
and The Surrounding 

Counties.

FREE Home Market 
Analysis

Tropic Shores Realty

MICHELE ROSE
Realtor

“Simply put
I’ll work harder”

352-212-5097
isellcitruscounty

@yahoo.com

Craven Realty, 
Inc.

352-726-1515

LaWanda Watt

THINKING 
ABOUT

SELLING?
Inventory is down

and we need
listings!!

Call me for a Free
Market Analysis!
352-212-1989

Lwattc21
@gmail.com

Century 21
J.W. Morton

Real Estate, Inc.

Pick Jeanne 
Pickrel for all 

your Real
Estate needs!

Certified Residential 
Specialist.

Graduate of Real
Estate Institute.

352-212-3410

Call for a FREE
Market Analysis.

pickjean@gmail.com

Century 21
JW Morton

Real Estate Inc.

Stefan Stuart
REALTOR

Let me help you find 
your next home or sell 

your current one.
352-212-0211

stefan.stuart@
century21.com

Century 21
J. W. Morton

Real Estate, Inc.

� � � � �

� � � � �

Our office covers all 
of CITRUS and 

PINELLAS Counties!

**FREE**
Market Analysis

PLANTATION
REALTY

LISA VANDEBOE
BROKER (R) 

OWNER
352-634-0129

www.plantation
realtylistings.com

T
o
p
la
c
e
y
o
u
r
a
d
c
a
ll:

3
5
2
-5
6
3
-5
9
6
6

E
-m

a
il
c
la
s
s
if
ie
d
s
@
c
h
ro
n
ic
le
o
n
lin

e
.c
o
m

C
la

s
s
if
ie

d
s

Y
o

u
r 

H
o

u
s
e

. 

Y
o

u
r 

C
a

r.
 

Y
o

u
r 

O
ld

 G
u

it
a

r.
G

e
t 
it
 S
O
L
D

F
in

d
 a

 j
o
b
 j
o
b
m

at
ch

fl
.c

o
m

ALL CLASSIFIED 
ADS ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
treasures today!

Call �
352-563-5966

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
vehicle today!

Call �
352-563-5966



construction should re-
main at healthy levels, 
supported by low mort-
gage rates and strong de-
mand when COVID-19 
cases begin to decline.

For December, con-
struction of single-family 

homes increased by 7.8% 
to 1.23 million units. Con-
struction of apartments 
with five or more units 
fell by 2% to a rate of 
437,000.

The Northeast was the 
only region in the country 
that fell, suffering a de-
cline of 7.2%. Construction 
rose 13.6% in the Midwest, 
11.2% in the West and 1.3% 
in the South.

The inventory of un-
sold homes fell to an all-
time low of a 1.9-months 
supply, down from 2.3 
months in November 
and 3 months a year ago. 
Homes typically re-
mained on the market 
for 21 days in December, 
down from 41 days that a 
home would be on the 
market before selling in 
December 2019.

Economists said that 
home builders have 
boosted construction in 
response to the strong 
demand but still face 
supply constraints such 
as a lack of available 
building lots.

For December, sales of 
single-family homes rose 
0.7% to a rate of 6.03 mil-
lion while sales of con-
dominiums were up 
1.4% to 730,000.
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 THIS IS YOUR CHANCE!  You can own an entire 
 gorgeous point on a Crystal River canal just off of King’s 
 Bay!  Almost 2/3 AC on a cul-de-sac off of Ft. Island Trail 
 in homes only area. Easy shot to the Gulf! Outside of city 
 limits but w/city water & sewer. Mostly cleared with nice 
 trees remaining, esp. along the water’s edge. Don’t miss 
 it!  MLS#789852-$266,000

 WWW . ALEXRE . COM  E- MAIL :  SALES @ ALEXRE . COM

 5569 W. Gulf to 
 Lake Hwy., 

 Crystal River, FL 34429

 Office:   (352)
 795-663320112011 20202020

 NEW LISTING

 AGENT ON DUTY SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!

 DIXIE SHORES WATERFRONT!  Beautiful, well 
 maintained 3/3 home w/sensational views of Dixie Bay & 
 the Salt River. Open & bright! LR, DR, & lg, open KIT lead to 
 Fam Rm/Sunroom overlooking the bay. Upgrades & newer 
 fixtures throughout. New AC-2018. Roof w/30-yr 
 Architectural Shingles-2002. GAR converted to lg LR/Office 
 could easily convert back.  MLS#794351-$690,000

 COMMERCIAL 

 LAND

 OAK RIDGE LOT!  Great building lot in Oak Ridge 
 subdivision. This community is ideally located in the 
 center of Citrus County and offers great amenities! 
 Right now is the perfect time to build your dream 
 home and this is one of only a few vacant lots left in 
 this great community .  MLS#794850-$25,000

 BUILD YOUR DREAM BUSINESS!  Two adjoining lots zoned 
 GNC on East side of busy Lecanto Hwy/491 just south of the 
 intersection w/Norvell Bryant Hwy/486. Located between 2 active 
 commercial operations. Near Super Wal-Mart, McDonalds, Wawa 
 & Wendy’s. County water & sewer lines have been run & are 
 available (need meters).  MLS#794550-$175,000
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 COMMERCIAL 

 LAND

 CRYSTAL RIVER COMMERCIAL LOT!   High and Dry, 
 1.14 acres; commercial lot (mostly GNC) directly on busy 
 Hwy 44, next to Bay Area A/C, just outside Crystal River city 
 limits. Appx 100ft @ rear is zoned MDR. Central water & 
 sewer avail. @ front of property. Sewer pd for by others- 
 Buyer to proportionately reimburse appx $7K. 
 MLS#783025-$290,000

 NEW LISTING

 BLACK DIAMOND LOT!  Great opportunity to buy in the 
 highly desirable Black Diamond Ranches community. This 
 cleared lot is ready for you to build your dream home in a 
 beautiful gated community. Black Diamond offers optional 
 social and golf memberships to keep you busy throughout 
 the year. Conveniently located close to all that Citrus 
 County has to offer.  MLS#797969-$39,900

 EMERALD ESTATES LOT!  Great Citrus Hills building lot 
 located in Emerald Estates! Appx 1.0 AC. This is a well 
 established community located in the heart of Citrus 
 County. Conveniently located close to shopping, 
 restaurants, doctors, golfing, and boating/fishing. This 
 is a perfect time to build your dream and enjoy all the 
 Nature Coast has to offer!   MLS#794815-$35,000

 CRYSTAL WOODS LOT!   Beautiful, flat appx 1.0 AC lot in 
 the middle of the quiet country setting of Crystal Woods 
 in Homosassa! Perfect for a home or mobile home. No 
 HOA and not in a Flood Zone. Located less than 5 miles 
 to town, with plenty of choices for shopping, 
 restaurants, community parks and more.    MLS#797910-
 $22,000

 Kirk & Amanda Johnson - Broker/Owner

 FREE MARKET ANALYSIS • TEAMJOHNSON99@GMAIL.COM
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 CITRUS RIDGE REALTY
 3521 N. LECANTO HWY.

 BEVERLY HILLS, FL 34465  746-9000

 WWW.CITRUSCOUNTYBESTBUY.COM

 Open 7 Days
 A Wee k  12 -3 PM

 (Except Holidays)

 BEVERLY HILLS
 3256 W. ELM BLOSSOM ST.

 OPEN HOUSE OPEN HOUSE
 MODEL HOME MODEL HOME

 PINE RIDGE ESTATES PINE RIDGE ESTATES

 PRICES ARE HIGH!! 
 LIST TODAY!!

 9537 N. PARADISEA DR.
 4/2.5/2    796390     $228,900

 CITRUS SPRINGS

 545 E. ALASKA LN.
 3/2/1    797288     $199,900

 CITRUS HILLS

 ACRE

 257 W. CASURINA PL. 
 2/2/2  797044    $155,000

 BEVERLY HILLS

 OAK RIDGE

 72 W. HONEY PALM LP.    3/2.5/2    798053     $315,000

 BLACK DIAMOND

 4200 N. PINE VALLEY LP.
 3/2.5/3    797199     $589,900

 POOL
 GOLF COURSES

 POOL

Associated Press
An open house is posted in front of a home for sale in Westfield, Ind.

HOMES
Continued from Page E2

Associated Press
A new home under construction in Houston.

BUILDERS
Continued from Page E3
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1645 W. Main St.
Inverness, FL 34450

SALES 
352-726-6668

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

EMAIL:
info@citruscountycentury21.com

WEBSITE:
 www.citruscountycentury21.com

Open 7 Days A Week

Serving Citrus County 
For Over 40 Years

000ZOI2

Century 21 
J.W. Morton

OVER 
$185 MILLION 

IN SALES

HOW MUCH IS 
YOUR HOME 

WORTH?
Call Today For 
A Free Market 

Analysis!

2/2/1 WITH DEN
• Open plan
• Cathedral ceilings
• Great location and minutes

from downtown, parks, bike trail
• City water

Priced to sell at $138,900
Call Pat Davis to preview 352-212-7280

10288 S. AMESBURY DR., HOMOSASSA
Stunning mobile home in Waldon Woods. 
Original owner 1,564’ under air. Backs to 
greenspace. 3/3 with upgrades galore. All 
amenities incl. Like new 2004 former model.

$79,000
Call Rita Johnson 352-533-1199

for showing.

3766 E. DELIGHT ST., HERNANDO 
Immaculate 3/2/2 concrete block home

Updated and move-in ready
Newer roof & newer AC

Almost 1/2 acre & no restrictions
Large outdoor patio

MLS #798022
Laura Grady - 352-302-2340
citrusrealestatesales.com

3666 E. HILITE COURT, INVERNESS
Check out this MOVE-IN READY 1/1/1-carport 
mobile home located in Golden Terrace Est. It 
has 2 storage sheds and a fully enclosed lanai. 
This is a MUST SEE HOME!

MLS #798018   $49,900
Call Luke Whitehurst 352-476-5578 and 

schedule your showing appointment today!

#1
CITRUS COUNTY

REAL ESTATE
Sales Volume
185 MILLION

 Agent Production
1340 UNITS SOLD

OPEN HOUSE 12-3PM

Spacious 3/2 with Den. Pine Ridge Pool 
Home on a 1-acre lot.

MLS #797216  $324,500
Call Deanna Hance 352-502-2048

for your showing appointment today!

6056 N. PEARDALE TER.
BEVERLY HILLS

PRICE REDUCTION

PRICE REDUCTION 10K!

6523 S. DOLPHIN DR. 
FLORAL CITY

BLACK DIAMOND ESTATE HOME

3738 GRAYHAWK LP.
5/5/2.5 home, 1+ acre; golf course view,

flex room: media, office, den, or 6th bedroom
2 master suites; large lanai with

golf course view and pool.
MLS #793864 $499,000

Linda Thomas 352-464-4881

3811 E. GARNET LP. 
HERNANDO

559 E. GULF TO LAKE HWY., LECANTO
Prime COMMERCIAL 2.12 acreage in a high 
growth area of Citrus County, zoned GNC AND 
IS READY FOR DEVELOPMENT.

MLS #794036  $145,000
Call Elias Kirallah 352-726-6668

for additional information.

COMMERCIAL LAND

PRICE REDUCTION

NEW LISTING

5727 N. LARUE DENISE DR.
CRYSTAL RIVER

Country living at its finest. Check out this custom 
ranch style 2/2/2 home with 16+ acres of rolling 
pastures fenced and cross-fenced with beautiful 
shaded trees, and also with a 22KW Generac 
backup generator. THIS IS MUST SEE HOME!

MLS #795483  $599,999
Call Skyler Hastings 352-422-6096
for your private showing today!

OPEN HOUSE 1/31 • 1-3PM

PRICE REDUCTION

2/2/2 POOL HOME
This home has many nice features including double 
fireplace opening to living and family rooms, dining 
room, open plan, cathedral  ceilings, and city 
water. Situated on full acre homesite. Very 
desirable neighborhood. No thru traffic. Last house 
on no outlet street. Approx. 0.3 mile from 
Withlacoochee Trail. Minutes to shopping.

Call Pat Davis to preview 352-212-7280.

VACANT LAND /
HOMESITES

CITRUS HILLS - $13,000
BRENTWOOD - Large building site on quiet

cu-de-sac street. All Terra Vista amenities available
CITRUS HILLS $18,900

FAIRVIEW ESTATES - 1.02 acres.
Public water available. Underground electric service.

Very low HOA $90.00 per year.
INVERNESS - $12,995

HILLSIDE COUNTRY ESTATES - .057 acres single 
family homes only. Beautiful lightly wooded lot.
David A Kurtz 954-383-8786

WATERFRONT VACANT LAND

4244 E. FLYING EAGLE CT.
INVERNESS

Check out this 3/2/1 screened enclosed pool home 
nestled on .51 acres on a cul-de-sac with a park-
like setting, fenced backyard, screened back porch, 
and close to shopping, dining, hospital, and 
downtown.

MLS #798060  $209,900
Call Charles Marino 352-428-0952 to 

schedule your showing appointment today!

NEW LISTING

2985 N. HOOTY POINT, INVERNESS
Check out this 4/2 manufactured home nestled on 
.60 acres, close to the Withlacoochee River 
Turner Camp Road boat ramp, fishing docks, and 
Potts Preserve Birding Trail is directly across the 
road to add more natural beauty. 

MLS #796072  $110,000
Call Judith McCoy 352-601-1355

for your showing appointment today!

PRICE REDUCTION

NEW LISTING

8312 N. ELKCAM BLVD. 
CITRUS SPRINGS

Check out this 2/2/2, screened, enclosed, 
heated in-ground pool with automatic, cleaner, 
fully fenced with vinyl privacy fenced backyard.

MLS #797566  $182,000
Call Ryan Hazelton 352-445-7693

and schedule your private showing 
appointment today!

NEW LISTING

VACANT PROPERTY
THE RANCHES

HORSE LOVERS DREAM! 10-acre parcels 
located in the Equestrian Gated Community 

of Ranch Estates at Emerald Hills in Inverness. 
Within minutes from Withlacoochee State 
Forest/Tillis Hills Campground. Miles and 
miles of horse trails, historic Floral City, 
historic Inverness, and all the amenities

they have to offer.
Call Jim Morton 352-726-6668

for additional property information.

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 5 DAYS

Check out this 3/2 waterfront canal home with 
a dock located in the Withlapopka Island 
subdivision. Enjoy fishing, boating, kayaking 
from your own backyard, and also enjoy the 
mornings or evenings overlooking the water 
from your large screened back porch.

$135,000
Call Ryan Hazelton 352-445-7693
for your private viewing today!

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 5 DAYS

Look at this 2/2/2 waterfront home with its own 
private dock located in the Willola Heights 
Subdivision and has access to all of the Lake Tsala 
Apopka lakes. This is a boater’s/fisherman’s 
dream home. Enjoy the views from your covered 
front porch or your enclosed screened back lanai 
and it even has a deck with an outdoor fireplace.

MLS #797919  $249,900
Call Charles Marino 352-428-0952
for your private showing today!

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 1  DAY

NEW LISTING

6321 S. DOLPHIN DR. FLORAL CITY
Look at these 4 lots totaling .72 acres with 
public water and zoned CLRMH. The canal leads 
to the Withlacoochee River and the Tsala 
Apopka Chain of Lakes, great for boating, 
fishing, kayaking, and other water activities. 

MLS #798066  $30,000
Call Ryan Hazelton 352-445-7693

for property information.

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 1  DAY

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 5 DAYS

NEW LISTING

6039 N. BUCKLAND DR., CITRUS SPRINGS
Check out this 3/2/1 split floor plan home in 
Citrus Springs with a stunning 400 sq. ft. glass 
enclosed lanai for relaxing or entertaining family 
and friends. Also, a 320 sq. ft. shed with plenty 
of room for storage.

MLS #798008   $189,900
Call Justine Horn 352-256-7830

for your showing appointment today!
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Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.

Answer:
SWITCH
INDIGO

BREACH
OPAQUE

DONKEY
FALLEN

The entertaining children’s doctor 
had a —

BAG OF 
“PEDIATRICKS”

”“

Complete the grid so 
each row, column 

and 3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders) 

contains every digit, 
1 to 9. For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, please visit  

sudoku.org.uk
Solution to

Last Weeks puzzle

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 
1 2
3 4
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Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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In theory, a gluten-free diet may appear simple, but in practice it certainly isn’t. Gluten, the general term
for stored proteins, is present in a multitude of food products and comes in many different forms, which
can make it very difficult to detect.

Initially, following a gluten free diet may be frustrating. But with time, patience and creativity, you’ll find
there are many foods that you can eat and enjoy.

Tomanage celiac disease and prevent complications, it’s crucial that you avoid all foods that contain gluten.
So foods and food ingredients made from many grains including
rye, oats, wheat, barley and triticale must be avoided.

People who are gluten intolerant must follow a strict diet which consists of perma-
nently eliminating all products containing this protein. The list includes numerous 
breads and desserts, pasta as well as several types of sauces, soups, cold cuts and 
breakfast cereals. This means that food labels must be read very carefully to detect 
anything which might indicate the presence of gluten.

The good news is that there is a variety of foods which are naturally gluten-
free, including rice, corn, potato, legumes, fish, poultry, eggs, nuts, almonds and 
milk. 

this grocery store are designed in the same way as 
a regular grocery store and include sensible tips 
and advice. For example, did you k now that the 
layout of a store encourages the purchase of certain 
articles? Products placed at eye level are seen and 
purchased more often. Those which have a sign 
saying “special” or “reduced” and arranged on dis-
play cases at the ends of aisles can actually cost 
more than similar products on the shelves. Articles 
such as magazines and candies are always dis-
played near the checkouts with the aim of encour-
aging impulsive purchases.

A trip to the grocery store will always be more 
advantageous if we respect the grocery list which 
we made beforehand, while keeping our eyes open 
for real bargains. Choosing house brands, which 
are usually cheaper while providing the same 
nutritional value, is also a good tactic. 

Rainbow colored groceries are in!
With the slogan “Eat Well, Live Well”, the Dietitians of Canada, in partnership with the Canadian 
Diabetes Association, have created a virtual shopping tour through their on-line grocery store. 
Now you can assess the nutritional value of your shopping cart.

By visiting their Virtual Grocery Store you will learn how to interpret the nutritional information 
on packaged food labels in order to make healthy and informed choices. The different sections in

• Add nuts or fruits to your salads, cereals, muffins, yogurts
and other meals.
• Consume at least half of your grain servings in the form of
whole grains which include wheat, oats, rye, corn, brown and
wild rice, buckwheat, barley, triticale and spelt.
• Replace the white flour in your recipes, completely or par-
tially, with whole wheat flour.
• Try rice as well as pasta and couscous made with whole wheat.
• Eat at least five servings of fruits and vegetables every day.
• Choose, bread, bagels, pita bread or tortillas made with
whole grains or wheat.
• Avoid peeling the skin or the peel from fruits and vegetables
if possible and always choose these fresh products over juices.
• Check package labels in order to select products which give
a high source of fibre, i.e. four or more grams per serving.

Fill up on fibers!
Fruits, vegetables, whole grains and legumes are packed with 
fibres which provide many benefits for our general health. 
And this is why it is so important to increase the daily servings 
of fibers in our diets.

Are fibers neglected in your menus? If the answer is yes here 
are some tips to whet your appetite and encourage you to eat 
more fibers on a daily basis.

Variety is the key to a balanced diet
because eating well is our best bet for good health!

Gluten-free diets:
ways to meet the challenge

There is a variety of foods which
are naturally gluten-free.

Making healthy choices for a healthy diet:
an idea full of good taste.

 000VDV6
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