
A Staff Report

Four County Commissioners 
(Commissioner Ruthie Davis Schla-
bach was absent due to illness) were 
unanimous in their determination 
to make the Oak Village Association 
(OVA) pay whatever expense is in-
volved to restore the median strip 
on U.S. 98 “at all costs,” no matter 
what they may be including legal 
fees.

In 2018 at the request of the OVA, 
Citrus County received a Florida 
Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) grant for $395,000 to land-
scape a one-mile median strip on 
U.S. Highway 98. 

The original agreement contained 
a provision that the property owners 
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Cleaned up when they were finished. Very nice
group of men. I have already recommended
Tropical Window to someone. I would definitely
use Tropical Window again”. -Kathy C.

35 72

Commission vows to recover 
U.S. 98 expenses from OVA

The FDOT has agreed to remove the landscaping and prepare the ground for 
the county to sod the area. The Commissioners voted 4 to 0 to accept that 
offer and send the estimated bill of $36,500 for the sod and its installation to 
OVA. (Gazette staff photo)See OVA/Page A3

A Staff Report

They were scheduled to 
be open in 2020, but that 
was before the contractor, 
D.A.B. pulled up stakes 
and went out of business. 

The basic project is to re-
pave the existing U.S. 19 
highway on a 6.8-mile 
stretch from the Hernando 
County line to Green Acres. 
There will not be an exten-
sion of the six-lane high-
way that goes from Green 
Acres to Crystal River. 

The cost of the repaving 
is $20 million. That in-
cludes the creation of a 
10-foot-wide, multi-pur-
pose path on the east side 
at a cost of $2.8 million. 

In addition, there will be 
a 5-foot-wide sidewalk on 
the west side of the high-
way at a cost of $2 million. 

The $15 million repaving 
project will include a right 
turn lane to Cardinal 
Street and eight left turn 

U.S. 19 paving 
project passing 

Sugarmill Woods 
is underway

See PAVING/Page A7
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would pay the mainte-
nance expense once the 
landscaping was 
completed. 

The landscaping is a di-
saster. Where plants were 
intended to grow, weeds 
have taken over and what 
was meant to be a welcom-
ing strip of highway has 
become an eyesore. 

The result has become a 
contentious issue. 

The current OVA Board 
of Directors contends that 
it never signed off on this 
project and therefore is 
not responsible for any res-
toration costs. The current 
officers argue that the 
agreement was made by a 
previous board, so this 
board is not responsible. 

The Commissioners are 
not buying that argument, 

not at all. 
They were unanimous in 

expressing their disgust. 
They are angry that “thou-
sands of dollars of tax-
payer dollars have been 
wasted.”

Commission Chairman 
Ron Kitchen, who made 
the request of the county to 
apply for the grant, said 
this disaster will make it 
difficult for the county to 
apply for any future FDOT 
grants.

He not only supports 
making OVA pay the resto-
ration costs, he said the as-
sociation should probably 
pay back all those thou-
sands of dollars wasted.

Commissioner Holly 
Davis said: “they should be 
ashamed of themselves,” 
and suggested that it might 
be wise just to plant wild-
flowers there.

Commissioner Scott Car-
nahan said they should 
just go in, bushhog it and 

let it grow naturally. He 
added that he opposes 
wasting county taxpayer 
money on top of the thou-
sands of state dollars al-
ready wasted.

Commissioner Jeff Kin-
nard is concerned that the 
strip is an eyesore and that 
is a poor greeting to strang-
ers entering Citrus County.

The FDOT has agreed to 
remove the landscaping 
and prepare the ground for 
the county to sod the area. 
The Commissioners voted 
4 to 0 to accept that offer 
and send the estimated bill 
of $36,500 for the sod and 
its installation to OVA.  

OVA President David 
Quinn attended the meet-
ing, but he did not speak.  
He later told the Greenbelt 
Gazette that, on the advice 
of the association’s attor-
ney, he should reserve 
comments until his Board 
meets and decides how to 
respond. 
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Well, that landed 
with a thud. I’m 
referring to the 

announced sale of our 
three local golf facilities. 
The new owner, Cabot 
Links of Toronto, 
Canada, is inter-
ested only in 
World Woods.

The buyers have 
no intention of re-
storing Sugarmill 
Woods Country 
Club or the South-
ern Woods Golf 
Club.  World Woods 
is their treasure. 
The other two are 
just excess baggage put up 
for sale.

They did say they are 

looking for an owner who 
will “shepherd these as-
sets into the future.” (I 
love the verb “shepherd,” 
if not the decision.)

Having thought about it 
for a couple of 
weeks, I am begin-
ning to under-
stand. Cabot 
develops high-
end, first-class re-
sorts. The plans 
for Cabot Citrus 
Farms sound ex-
citing.  It should 
be a big boost for 
the area, an in-

credible asset 
which will create 200 jobs 
where only 86 exist today. 

It sounds fantastic, but I 

still have my fingers 
crossed for Sugarmill and 
Southern Woods.

■ ■ ■
County Commissioners 

took turns ripping into the 
Oak Village Association for 
the debacle on U.S. High-
way 98 where a highway 
beautification project has 
become a $375,000 eyesore.  
This is the classic example 
of the best of intentions 
gone sour. The sooner it’s 
resolved, the better.

■ ■ ■
It’s time to thank Sugar-

mill resident Beverly 
Head Howard again. She 
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World Woods was the only 
golf facility Cabot wants

Editor

Norm Wagy

See EDITOR/Page A8
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Gazette Editor

The Sugarmill Woods Country Club fa-
cilities and the Southern Woods Golf 
Club have been placed on the market by 
Cabot Links, a Canadian luxury golf re-
sort corporation.

Members of the private clubs were in-
formed of this decision by Cabot Links 
officials on a zoom call on Jan. 19.  

The two clubs were included in the 
Dec. 16 purchase of the public World 
Woods golf facility in neighboring Her-
nando County, which is located on a 
1,200-acre site that was in the original 
plans for the Sugarmill Woods 
community.

Cabot has major plans to create a lux-
ury golf resort at World Woods, changing 
its name to Cabot Citrus Farms. 

The Pine Barrens and Rolling Oaks 
18-hole championship courses, a 9-hole 
short course and a major practice area 
were designed by acclaimed golf course 
architect Tom Fazio.

Citrus Farms will restore and reinvig-
orate the courses and practice areas and 
add a club house, a restaurant, accom-
modations for golfers, residential prop-
erties and a commercial area which will 
include a farmers’ market.

The Sugarmill Woods Country Club 
and Southern Woods Golf Club do not fit 
in these plans.

Cabot official Daniel Knight told mem-
bers that “we feel that Cabot is not the 
right long-term owner of these two 
assets.” 

He announced that the two clubs are 
listed with Leisure Investment Proper-
ties, a Tampa firm that has an associate 

who lives in this area and is “familiar 
with them” and has started “the process 
of identifying an owner who can do right 
by the membership and shepherd these 
assets into the future.” 

Neither the purchase nor the asking 
prices have been revealed.

Cabot will make no investment in 
Sugarmill Woods or the Southern Woods 
golf courses and their facilities.  

Staff members volunteered their time 
to paint the exterior of the Sugarmill 
Woods clubhouse and members volun-
teered their time and labor to modernize 
the interior of Southern Woods, but both 
clubs need major improvements.

The 9-hole Oak course at Sugarmill 
Woods, for example, has a water issue 
that caused the course to be closed a few 
years ago. That issue will not be ad-
dressed prior to the sale.

The clubs will be offered “as is.”
In a separate issue, the executives re-

jected a rumor that they might buy The 
Dunes, a closed golf club south of Sugar-
mill Woods.  “We have no interest in The 
Dunes.”

At some time in the future at a date yet 
to be determined, World Woods will be 
closed to accomplish its major redesign 
and development.  At that time, all of its 
golf carts and maintenance equipment 
will be donated to Sugarmill Woods and 
Southern Woods.

When it reopens as Cabot Citrus 
Farms, there will be no affiliations with 
the private clubs and the members will 
have no privileges like they enjoyed with 
World Woods.

Cabot executives expect the sale of the 
private clubs to be completed by the end 
of this year.

Sugarmill Country 
Club, Southern 

Woods are for sale

Publisher - Trina Murphy
Editor - Norm Wagy 

Send news to:
greenbelt@tampabay.rr.com

The Greenbelt Gazette is a monthly publication 
for the communities of Sugarmill Woods.



lanes. Two of those locations are south of 
U.S. 98 closer to the Hernando County 
line and the other six are all north of 

Cardinal Street.
The new contractor hired by the bond 

company is Watson Civil Construction 
Inc. The projected completion date for 
this entire project is spring of 2023.

For updates on this project visit 
ht tps: / /www.fdottampabay.com/
project/300/437514-1-52-01.
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PAVING
Continued from Page A1

The construction of the 10-foot-wide multipurpose path is getting close to the Sugarmill 
Woods Cypress Village entrance. Portions of the path will include conduit to protect 
electric lines to control stop lights and other utilities. The creation of this path designed 
for pedestrians and cyclists will cost $2.8 million. (Gazette staff photo)

A Staff Report

An estimated 200 people participated 
in two town hall meetings on Blue 
Stream fiber optics on Feb. 3, both in 
person and on Zoom.

Representatives of Blue Stream were 
present to answer questions on a pro-
posal that would create a fiber optic 
grid in Cypress Village to offer high-
speed internet, TV and phone 
services. 

The expectation is that fiber optics 
will be more reliable and less expen-
sive than the current available 
service.

Charles Borton, CVPOA vice presi-
dent, who is representing the associa-
tion to investigate whether this would 
be practical, says that he felt the 

company responded to all the concerns 
voiced by those in attendance. 

Whether or not you would favor pro-
ceeding, Cypress Village residents are 
asked to go online to respond to a sur-
vey that will guide the board on its 
deliberations.

The survey can be found at https://
l e z d g 4 6 g 7 v 1 . t y p e f o r m . c o m / t o /
ubeYWXFt.

If there is an indication that at least 
half of the community is interested, 
Blue Stream and the board will move 
forward.

If you missed the town hall meeting, 
the CVPOA website offers links to the 
presentation and a full description of 
what a Blue Stream package might con-
tain: https://www.cypressvillage 
sugarmillwoods.com/index.php. 

Blue Stream fiber optics 
still under consideration
Cypress Village residents asked to take survey
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Choose VITAS for Hospice Care
From the Heart

When Citrus County patients and their families face
the challenges of advanced cardiac disease, they turn
to VITAS® Healthcare for compassionate hospice care
at home.
• A hospice physician, nurse, and respiratory therapist
manage symptoms and pain
• A hospice social worker, chaplain, bereavement
specialist, and volunteer support the family
• VITAS brings equipment, medications, and care
to you, and the VITAS Inpatient Hospice Unit of
Citrus County is available for a higher level of 24/7
care when medically necessary

Call VITAS 24/7 at 800.723.3233. Hospice care
from our caring hearts to yours.

VITAS.com
Since 1980

campaigned relentlessly for a path or 
sidewalk on U.S. 19 after one of her for-
mer students, a young boy, was killed in 
an accident while riding his bike on that 
road in 2005.

We are getting both: a path on the east 
side and a sidewalk on the west. They 
are under construction at long last.

Thank you, Beverly.

■ ■ ■

Joe Dube, who was recently honored 
by his peers (see Page 12), assures me he 
did not photoshop this month’s Park Pic-
ture. He says he waited, camera at the 
ready, for nearly an hour waiting for the 
right moment. He got it! See for yourself 
on Page 13.

■ ■ ■

It’s a relief that the sun still rises over 
Tampa Bay most mornings. It gives Tom 
Brady nice weather to go to the unem-
ployment office to file his claim.

■ ■ ■

Carl Bernstein became a famous re-
porter when he and his Washington Post 
partner, Bob Woodward, uncovered the 
Watergate scandal in the 1970s. While 
reading his new book, “Chasing History: 
A Kid in the Newsroom,” I came upon a 
surprise.

Among his assignments as a young re-
porter breaking in with the Washington 
Evening Star was covering the activities 
of the Prince George’s County (Mary-
land) Greenbelt Preservation Board. 
Look where it got him! 

Maybe there’s hope for me yet.

EDITOR
Continued from Page A4

Special to the Gazette

Bravera Health Seven Rivers reports 
that registered nurse (RN) Marybeth 
Bottorf has received the hospital’s Nurs-
ing Excellence Award. 

 This peer-nominated award, created 
in 2020 in honor of the “Year of the 
Nurse,” is in recognition of the critical 
role nurses are playing in treating pa-
tients throughout the COVID pandemic. 
It was open to qualifying RNs and (li-
censed practical nurses) LPNs working 
in a direct patient care position who 
consistently demonstrate nursing 
excellence.   

 Bottorf is a mentor to the health care 
team.  During emergencies, she demon-
strates team leadership skills by assist-
ing physicians and colleagues, using her 
extensive knowledge of critical care 
nursing.  

She is focused on using clinical best 
practices to ensure safe, quality and ap-
propriate level of care for all patients.  
She values collaboration and 
teamwork.  

At a very challenging time during the 
pandemic, Bootorf made sure to take the 
time to communicate, stay with and com-
fort patients and family members. She 

lifts morale and has earned great re-
spect from those she works with and the 
patients she treats.

Marybeth Bottorf receives 
Nursing Excellence Award

Marybeth Bottorof



President, Oak Village 
Association

It does my heart good to 
report great news. 
When we built our of-

fices several years ago, we 
put aside a room for our 
residents to use computers 
we had installed. That 
drew little response. 

Books were added and 
some were read. Then 
along came Rose Flod-
strom in 2019. A long-active 
volunteer in Oak Village, 
she took over the library 
operations. She spent 
many days bringing in 
books, categorizing them 
and finding places to put 
them. The Board had to 
give her some money for 
bookshelves out of fear she 
would yell at us (ha ha).

Now we have an active 
library. Bring in a book and 
drop it off. Take another 
one home with you. 
Even if you don’t 
have a book to drop 
off, take a book 
home anyway, then 
bring it back and 
take another one. 
It’s all FREE and 
not subject to 
inflation. 

If you want to do-
nate books, like me, 
take them in. Rose 
will handle it from 
there. We all ap-
plaud you, Rose, and ex-
tend our thanks for 
stepping up to do a “good 
thing” for Oak Village 
residents.

I am quite sure most of 
you have heard that Waste 
Management has 

increased prices per quar-
ter and will require curb-
side pickup of household 

trash for the safety 
o f  t h e i r 
employees.

Several weeks 
ago, we received a 
letter from Waste 
Management out-
lining these 
changes and, if 
any resident is un-
able to deliver the 
trash curbside, a 
doctor’s note will 
be required for 
side door/under-

ground pickup of house-
hold trash.

All of Waste Manage-
ment customers in Oak Vil-
lage will be receiving a 
letter in March/April on 
these changes, among oth-
ers. It is also my 

understanding that other 
providers may also require 
new guidelines.

Finally, ’tis the special 
season of SPAM and 
SCAMS. Please be careful 
and learn to recognize the 
phone calls and emails. If 
an email arrives and you 
don’t recognize the sender, 
don’t open it. If you don’t 
recognize a phone number, 
don’t answer it. They can 
always leave a message. 

The IRS will NEVER 
call you, so hang up if 
someone tries to get money 
out of you to settle a tax lia-
bility. Report such activity 
to the Sheriff ’s Office at 
726-4488.

Do not call 911. The 
Sheriff ’s Office has em-
ployees to assist you in 
identifying such scams.

Be well everyone.
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Our Oak Village library grows
Oak Village 
Association

Dave Quinn
President

Special to the Gazette

The Women of 
Sugarmill Woods’ 
next luncheon will 

be held on March 28 at 
the Sugarmill 
Woods Country 
Club.  Doors will 
open at 11 a.m., 
President’s Wel-
come 11:45 a.m. 
with lunch being 
served at noon. 

Meal choices are 
corned beef, cabbage 
and baby potatoes, shep-
herds’ pie or a large veg-
etarian salad

Bread, coffee, tea or 
soda are included

To reserve your spot 
please place your check, 

in a small plastic bag, in 
WSW mailbox slot No. 2 
before March 18.

Please write your meal 
choice on the check.

Everyone is welcome;  
cost is $22 for 
members and 
$24 for non- 
members.

The mailboxes 
are located on 
the side road 

near the exit of Cypress 
Village on Cypress Bou-
levard west. Boxes are 
on the right before the 
U.S. mailbox on the left.

For questions, please 
contact Carol Law-
son-Program Director 
503-6958 or CATL2011@
yahoo.com. 

Sugarmill Woods women 
to do lunch in March

Women of 
Sugarmill 

Woods

RSVP by March 18 to save a spot
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A Staff Report

Mickey Smith, the Chief Executive 
Officer of Oak Hill Hospital, has an-
nounced his retirement after a 43-year 
career in hospital management, the 
Past 19 years at Oak Hill, which is 
owned by HCA Healthcare.

Smith joined the Hernando County 
facility in 2003. With its 200 beds and 
600 employees, he described 
it as a nice little “country” 
hospital. 

As the years passed and 
expansion progressed, his 
goal became to grow Oak Hill 
into a comprehensive medi-
cal center which could treat 
virtually any medical 
condition.

Today, the hospital has 350 
beds and 1,600 employees, 
including 150 physicians. It 
had 2021 net revenues of 
$384 million and a payroll of 
$150.9 million. 

Oak Hill is the largest non-
governmental employer in 
Hernando County and the 
largest non-utility county 
taxpayer.

It is hardly a small “country” hospi-
tal today.

Open heart surgery was offered for 
the first time in 2004. Minimally inva-
sive robotic surgery was an advance-
ment as were expanding a diverse staff 
of medical specialists and providing 
the equipment and facilities they 
required.

In 2013 a $52 million operating room 
modernization and a bed tower expan-
sion was completed. A $20 million 
labor and delivery service expansion 
was completed in 2016 followed by a 
two floor, 70-bed expansion in 2020, 
which included a Level 2 NICU with 10 
private rooms.

Last month, Phase One of a $30 mil-
lion doubling of the Emergency Room 
was opened as was the addition of 600 
new parking spaces.

Over the past 10 years $170.5 million 
has been spent in capital investments.

Another major achievement was the 
creation of a Graduate Medical Educa-
tion program on the hospital campus 
which began accepting med students 
in July 2014. It offers medical school 

graduates residencies in seven disci-
plines which include: emergency, fam-
ily and internal medicines as well as 
podiatric medicine

On the horizon is the construction of 
a $150 million building which will in-
crease single patient rooms to 500 and 
add additional medical services.

Under his management and HCA 
Healthcare’s investments of $170.5 mil-

lion in 10 years, Smith’s goal 
is close to reality.

A native of North Carolina, 
Smith earned a Bachelor’s 
degree from the Georgia Tech 
School Industrial and Sys-
tems Engineering and a Mas-
ter’s degree in Business from 
the University of Missouri’s 
College of Business and a 
second Master’s from its 
School of Medicine in Public 
Health.

In 1978, he joined HCA and 
with wife Kathy, whom he 
married in 1976, moved to 
Bluefield, W. Va., where he 
was appointed assistant ad-
ministrator of the Bluefield 
Community Hospital.

Seven moves and seven jobs later, 
Smith joined Oak Hill Hospital and the 
couple moved to Crystal River.

Smith explains that Kathy, a nurse 
and mother to their two daughters, fol-
lowed him through all these changes, 
now it’s his time to follow her.

She is in Georgia in the Atlanta area 
tending to family matters.  Mickey will 
be joining her there probably in early 
summer.

His move will occur when HCA hires 
Oak Hill’s new CEO.

Mickey Smith was not only a major 
medical figure in the area, he was ac-
tive in community affairs, as President 
of the Greater Hernando County Cham-
ber of Commerce and a member of the 
boards of directors for the United Way, 
the YMCA Hernando and LifeSouth 
Community Blood Centers and Chap-
ters Health HPH Hospice.

He is also an active member of the 
Rotary Club of Crystal River.

Smith says it was an honor to serve 
the staff of Oak Hill Hospital and the 
community at large.

His presence in the community will 
be missed.

Oak Hill Hospital CEO 
Mickey Smith to retire

MICKEY SMITH
is retiring after 19 
years at Oak Hill 

Hospital.



President, Cypress 
Village Property Owner’s 

Association 

As I settle into the 
position of presi-
dent with great ad-

miration and honor that 
my fellow directors and 
members have entrusted 
me with, we are running 
on all cylinders. 

The pulse of the com-
munity is positive. New 
and current members are 
feeling comfortable with 
either calling in with 
questions, concerns, and 
resolutions. It is obvious 
the positive vibes are be-
coming more apparent. 

What a pleasure as a 
volunteer to see all these 
above-referenced actions 
come to light. 

You should be noticing 

in my third column a pat-
tern of overdue acknowl-
edgement from all that 
make our CVPOA 
possible.

I’m only as ef-
fective as the 
great team of di-
rectors, officers, 
committee chairs, 
staff and espe-
cially the mem-
bers. Without 
your input and 
great ideas, we 
would not be able 
to provide our 
community with 
the superior ser-
vice you should 
come to expect 
from your current 
administration. 

The association officers 
have been meeting with 
trash haulers to discuss 
the future of their opera-

tions in the community.
The potential for the 

fiber optic option allows 
members to have a 
choice. I’ve spoken in de-

tail with the CEO 
for Blue Stream. 
He knows the dy-
namics of our com-
munity. This 
choice is com-
pletely up to you. 

Unless there 
are further ques-
tions, we believe 
we’ve addressed 
the major issues 
with Blue Stream. 
I will say as a 
homeowner and 
member, I was im-
pressed. They are 

willing to build a 
specific network to fit our 
needs. 

Should YOU, the mem-
bers, wish to proceed, it is 

imperative that you fill in 
the survey located on our 
web page.

Please participate in 
the process and voice 
your choice. It’s truly the 
only way. 

Finally, check our web-
site and become an in-
formed member when 
choosing candidates in 
the coming election. The 
votes will be counted 
Wednesday March 23 at 
the annual meeting.

I’m excited there are 
three seats up for elec-
tion. Please check the 
qualifications of every 
candidate. Personally, 
when I look at the bio’s, I 
look for the most impera-
tive aspect: Who is dedi-
cated to volunteer and 
serve our community? 

Best wishes and let’s go 
get it done!
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When you purchase select energy-efficient
Carrier® systems. *Call for complete details.

Expires 2/28/2022.

SAVE WITH EXCLUSIVE
SENICA REBATES
AND CREDITS

Reasons Why
Should Be

Your Air Conditioning Company
$20 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL*

*Coupon must be presented at time of service. Not valid
with any other offers, maintenance or warranty contracts.
See Senica Air Conditioning for details. Expires 2/28/2022.

(Reg. $79.95)

Guaranteed
Lowest Price!

100% Satisfaction
Guarantee.

10-Year Parts
and Labor Guarantee.

We’re the Area’s #1
Air Conditioning Dealer.

Senica is a Carrier®
“President’s Award”
winner.

Seal of Safety.

Technicians are factory-
trained & NATE certified.

We’ll beat any legitimate competitors’
written price on an apples-to-apples
system quote.

If you’re not happy, we’re not happy.

On select new Carrier® systems.

And one of the largest family owned
& operated air conditioning
companies in Florida.

Carrier’s highest honor for its dealers
and an example of true excellence.

All Senica employees are drug-tested,
background-checked, bonded and insured.

Our technicians are up-to-date on the latest equipment
and ready with the expertise your comfort depends on.

Daryl Senica,
President

Linnea Senica,
General Manager

Turn to the experts

877-489-9686
senicaair.com
877-489-9686
senicaair.com

SERVING PASCO, HILLSBOROUGH, HERNANDO,
PINELLAS, CITRUS and MARION COUNTIESCAC 1815564

Check out
our website

for additional specials!
www.SenicaAir.com

NOW HIRING
Service

Technicians
& Installers!

Expires 2/28/2022.

Get an additional $100 OFF
any Infinity series system!

SENICA BONUS:
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Look at the positives for CVPOA

Cypress
Village

Property
Owners 

Association

Jerry Carr
President

Special to the Gazette

Congratulations to the 
employees of the Clerk 
of Court’s office for 
their giving back to com-
munity program.

Through the Charita-
ble Contribution Denim 
Days, they donate their 
time and contributions 
every month to local Cit-
rus County organiza-
tions with no taxpayer 
dollars involved.

Employees who par-
ticipate wear denim on 
Fridays.  

The total collected 
and donated in 2021 was 
$4,465.  

The Citrus County 
non-profit organizations 
recognized in 2021 
were: 

■ January — Mission 

in Citrus Homeless 
Shelter

■ February — Phil 
Royal Legacy

■ March — Cinderel-
la’s Closet

■ April — PACE Cen-
ter for Girls

■ May — Jessie’s 
Place

■ June — Dementia 
Education Inc.

■ July — Blessings & 
Citrus County Educa-
tion Foundation school 
supplies

■ August — The Path
■ September — Cay-

la’s Coats
■ October — Citrus 

United Basket
■ November — Citrus 

Abuse Shelter Associa-
tion, CASA

■ December — The 
Sanctuary Mission.

County Clerk’s staff 
makes charitable gifts
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Update your
home today!Inspired

smart interiors
www.smartinteriorsfurn.com

home furnishings

Gulf to Lake Hwy., Lecanto
Mariner Blvd., Spring Hill

Mon - Fri 9:30 am - 5 pm
Sat 10 am - 4 pm

352-527-4406
352-688-4633

1 Year
Same As Cash Financing

50
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Interiors© Starting at $262,000
© Buy back on some models
© 2 floor plans to choose from
© 3 & 2 Bedroom Floor Plans
© Customize your cottage options
© Maintenance-Free
© Fee Simple
© 55 plus village
© Homeowners Association
© Natural Gas Available

CUSTOM

Cottage Homes
In Deer Park Village, Sugarmill Woods

DON’T WAIT!
At values like this they won’t last long!

Stop in & tour our beautiful furnished models

Only 3 Cottages Left With A Buy Back Program

Call For Details & Consultation.
50
01
08
23

DON’T WAIT!
At values like
this they won’t

last long!

Start Living Your
Retirement Dream Today

Open 10AM-4PM 7 Days A Week
5445 W. Oak Park Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

(352) 419-8229 (352) 422-1933
DeerParkFla.com

DEER
PARK
COTTAGES

U.S. 19

Cypress
Blvd. East

W
. O

ak ParkBlvd.

U.S. 98

S.
D
ee
r
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rk
D
r.

$267,000

Nils Anderson, the President of Friends of the Homosassa Springs Wildlife Park, presented 
the President Emeritus Award to Joe Dube for his 12 years of “dedication, loyalty and 
professionalism which reflects great credit on him.” Dube served five years as President 
of the Friends, plus countless hours driving Park guests on the trams, cleaning cages and, 
most of all, helping to devise marketing strategies that resulted in donations of $750,000. 
An accomplished photographer, Dube has made hundreds of photos of the animals, 
including one each month for the Greenbelt Gazette. (Special to the Gazette)

Dube recognized by peers



 Greenbelt Gazette, Citrus County (FL) Chronicle, Thursday, February 17, 2022, Page A13

Immediate Occupancy - Call for special pricing

In SUGARMILLWOODS
Experience an ELEGANT LIFESTYLE

with EXCEPTIONAL CARE

RoyalDaltonHouse.com (352) 765-3259

The Royal Dalton House is a
charming, English Tudor-Style
Senior Living community.

Offering both Assisted Living and Memory Care.
Onsite Physical Therapy
Exceptional Services and Ammenities

*CALL FOR DETAILS. 5445W OAK PARK BLVD HOMOSASSA FL 34446

Friends of the Homosassa 
Springs Wildlife Park

One can see flamin-
gos all over Florida. 
Unfortunately, they 

are not usually wandering 
around free in the wild.

It’s much easier 
to see a plastic fla-
mingo on a lawn 
than a feathered 
one in the Florida 
wild.

The flamingos that we 
see here in Florida are 
generally ones we see in 
zoos.  

Flamingos found at the 
Ellie Schiller Homosassa 
Springs Wildlife State 
Park are not able to be re-
leased into the wild for 

reasons including injuries 
and abandonment.

Wild flamingos are 
found in tropical and 
warm temperate sites 
near the shallow lagoons 
and lakes of South Amer-
ica and the Caribbean. 

Flamingos are tall, 
large-bodied birds 
with long necks 
and small heads.

Most flamingos 
have bright pink or 

crimson plumage, legs 
and bills.  

The distinctive pink fla-
mingo color develops 
thanks to their selective 
diet, which primarily con-
sists of organisms such as 
shrimp and algae. 

Flamingos can live up 
to 50 years in the wild. Photo by Joe Dube/Special to the Gazette

The flamingo

Park  
Pictures

Beautiful birds are bright, big
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REALTYMARKETING SERVICE
PO Box 1671 Brooksville, 34605 Call Tom Higgins 561-703-4513

You List, We Do the Rest!
Do it your way!

Realty Marketing Service provides a turnkey real estate
plan to help property owners achieve their goal. You simply
tell us what you want to accomplish, and we will build and
execute a real estate plan to help you obtain the highest
amount in the shortest time.We will also provide you with
the latest market intelligence to help you make informed
decisions on buying, holding, or selling. Our goals are to
maximize your returns and protect your real estate assets,
while providing transparency.

No Listing FEE! - No Processing Fee! - Free Brokers Option of Value!

Sugarmill Woods
Call TomHiggins at 561-703-4513

You will find the perfect way to sell your home!
We will help you along the way, this is what we do!
A cut above we are, and we will share our secret.
You deserve the very best and we are here to help.

We sell houses for the highest price in the quickest time.

President, Sugarmill Woods 
Civic Association (SMWCA)

Having to spend this winter in Del-
aware has only confirmed that 
relocating to Florida full time in 

2016 was one of our best decisions ever! 
It’s cold, gray, damp and windy thistime 
of the year in the Northeast, which 
makes us miss Sugarmill Woods 
even more.

A few columns ago, I promised 
to list the SMWCA Community 
Outreach Program’s 2022 calen-
dar and now that the board has 
finalized the arrangements, I’m pleased 
to announce the following.

On Thursday, March 10: SMWCA will 
sponsor a Water Conservation Expo to 
be held at the Sugarmill Woods Country 
Club between noon and 3 p.m. Local and 
county representatives will be on hand 
to present the latest in water conserva-
tion, Florida-friendly landscaping and to 
answer your questions.

On Saturday, March 12: SMWCA will 
sponsor the 2022 Spring Clean Up be-
tween 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the upper 

parking lot of SMW country club. You 
can have your documents shredded free 
of charge; drop off your outdated pre-
scription drugs with the Sheriff ’s Dep-
uty who will properly dispose of them 
for you; the Food Bank will be on sight to 
accept any donations (cash or nonper-
ishable goods) for the needy in our area 
and The Sanctuary will also be there to 
accept your donations (usable clothing 

and household items only).
These Community Outreach 

Programs are reserved for resi-
dents of Cypress Village, Oak Vil-
lage and Southern Woods, and 
although a Sugarmill Woods 
Civic Association membership 

isn’t required to take advantage of these 
valuable programs, I do hope that you’ll 
consider buying a $15 annual member-
ship this year. 

Our Association has provided excep-
tional service and representation to our 
members and our dues have not in-
creased in over 30 years. I call that a 
bargain.

We welcome new members and volun-
teers.  You can find the application form 
in the front of your telephone directory.

Greeting and salutations

Sugarmill 
Woods Civic 
Association

Special to the Gazette

Setting prescribed 
fires in controlled set-
tings can reduce the risk 
of wildfires burning out 
of control, as many Flo-
ridians witnessed during 
the state’s wildfire emer-
gency in 2017.

The Southwest Florida 
Water Management Dis-
trict (District) will be con-
ducting prescribed burns 
through March on Potts 
Preserve, Flying Eagle 

Preserve and Chassa-
howitzka River and 
Coastal Swamps in Citrus 
County.

Potts Preserve is lo-
cated approximately 2 
miles east of the city of 
Hernando and three and 
a half miles north-north-
east of Inverness. Ap-
proximately 1,000 acres 
will be burned in small, 
manageable units.

Flying Eagle Preserve 
is located southeast of In-
verness. Approximately 
700 acres will be burned 
in small, manageable 
units.

Chassahowitzka River 
and Coastal Swamps is 
located south of 

Homosassa and approxi-
mately 1.5 miles west of 
U.S. Highway 19. Approx-
imately 50 acres will be 
burned.

Some major benefits of 
prescribed fire include:

■ Reducing overgrown 
plants, which decreases 
the risk of catastrophic 
wildfires. 

■ Promoting the growth 
of new, diverse plants.

■ Maintaining the char-
acter and condition of 
wildlife habitat.

■ Maintaining access 
for public recreation.

The District conducts 
prescribed fires on ap-
proximately 30,000 acres 
each year.

Prescribed fires important 
for safety of Citrus County
Burns on tap 

for March



Special to the Gazette

Precious Paws Rescue will 
host its second annual 
Cat’s Meow Golf Scram-

ble at the Southern Woods Golf 
Club on Monday, April 4. 

New this year will be an 18-
Hole Scramble as well as a 
9-Hole Scramble. Check-in will 
start at 7:30 a.m., a 
breakfast buffet will be 
held on the back patio.  
An 8:30 a.m. Shotgun 
start for the 18-hole 
players and a 9:30 a.m. 
start is planned for the 9-hole 
players.

Luncheon will follow with 
raffles and prizes.  

Hole and event sponsors are 
needed.  Most of all, we need 
golfers! 

Call me at 382-5571.
According to the Humane So-

ciety of the United States, “cats 
are the most popular pets, but 

also the most likely to die pre-
maturely from diseases, poi-
sons, attacks by other animals, 
abuse by humans or speeding 
vehicles.”

Most of us who grew up with 
cats remember them as being 
indoor/outdoor and many of us 
also remember losing a cat to 
one of the above causes.  

As a Precious Paws Rescue 
volunteer, I listen to the 
requests to take in stray 
or abandoned cats —  
very often with their 
newborns. Over these 
past years, we realized 

many of these felines could 
have had healthy and happy 
lives if they had not begun their 
lives as outdoor orphans.  

Many people believe cats 
cannot be happy cats if they are 
not allowed to roam about and 
have the freedom to explore 
their neighborhood.

Stop and think about the out-
door risks; rabies, fleas, ticks, 

snakes, wild predators and un-
caring and possibly cruel 
humans.    

Cats are not a part of our nat-
ural outdoor environment, but 
most felines are natural 

hunters and well-fed cats will 
still follow that innate hunting 
instinct.

The killing of birds and wild-
life also causes conflicts be-
tween neighbors. Fewer than 
5% of lost cats are reunited 
with their owners, so the cat 
that wanders a distance from 
their family can become an-
other orphan.

Cats and dogs are deserving 
of our love, protection and ap-
propriate veterinary care in-
cluding sterilization and 
microchipping. Millions of fe-
lines suffer and die needlessly 
due to the perception that they 
enjoy life when they are inde-
pendent and free to roam. 

The life span of an outdoor 
cat is about three years com-
pared to an average of 16 to 18 
years for an indoor-only feline. 

Cats are happier, healthier 
and will live a normal lifespan 
when they are indoor pets in 
loving homes.  Their families 

can easily satisfy that “innate” 
hunting instinct with a little in-
teractive playtime each day. 
These activities actually 
strengthen the feline/human 
bond.

A screened lanai, screened 
porch or a well-secured win-
dow will provide the view of the 
outdoor creatures that some 
many of our indoor felines 
watch daily. 

There are also cat harnesses 
and leashes available for the 
cat to take a stroll with their 
human companion along.  

Remember spay, neuter and 
microchipping saves lives — no 
unwanted kittens, no stray 
abandoned moms with or-
phaned kittens and lost felines 
are reunited with their 
families. 

Please call me at 382-5571 for 
more information on the sec-
ond Annual Cat’s Meow Scram-
ble or information on Precious 
Paws Rescue Pet activities. 
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Walter I. Choung, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Kathleen A. Williams, PA-C
tnatsissAnaicisyhP

Jeffry Dressander, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon

50022286

Join the Cat’s Meow Golf Tournament to help our furry friends

Jibara is a long-haired male 
tabby, about 3 years old. He’s shy 
at first. He loves to be with 
people, but is not a lap cat. 
(Diana Evans/Special to the 
Gazette)

Whiskers 
Tails
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ASSISTED LIVING

Call today for a tour!

THE GOOD LIFE,
GUARANTEED

Enjoy your golden years on Florida’s Sun Coast. Imagine spending
your days exploring hobbies, laughing with friends, or dining on
fresh seafood straight out of the Gulf of Mexico. With thoughtful
amenities and 24/7 available care, you can finally live the worry-
free lifestyle you deserve.

SunflowerAtHomosassa.com • 8733 W. YULEE DR.

HOMOSASSA SPRINGS, FL 34448 • (352) 794-1969
ALF# 11566 AN SRI-MANAGED COMMUNITY

50010820

Special to the Gazette

The Homosassa River Garden Club 
invites the public to spend an inter-
esting day at St. Pete Pier!   

Shop, view the amazing public artwork, 
visit the St. Pete Museum of His-
tory and learn the story of St. Pe-
tersburg.  See the native plants in 
the Coastal Thicket by walking the 
ADA compliant boardwalk. Enjoy 
a meal at one of the many 
restaurants.  

Visitors will travel by bus on Friday, 

April 1, leaving from the Pinch-a-Penny 
parking lot at the Shoppes of Sugarmill 
Woods at 8 a.m. and leave from the Pier at 
4 p.m.  

The cost is $40, for transportation only, 
nonrefundable.  The complete day is on 

your own.  
Reservations and payment 

must be made by March 1.  Please 
mail a check to: Homosassa River 
Garden Club, P.O .Box 4293, Ho-
mosassa, FL  34447-4293.  

For more information, call Barb at 
586-0579.    

Garden Club to visit pier

The Homosassa River Garden Club welcomed three new members at the January annual 
meeting. From left are Nancy Noyes-Wollinger, Elaine Moore, Kathy Lutkus and Chris 
Pisarsky, membership chair. (Special to the Gazette)

Homosassa 
River Garden 

Club

New members join Garden Club

Email your news and photos to
greenbelt@tampabay.rr.com
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License #CCC057537

AAA
ROOFING
352-563-0411

References Upon Request

YOU CAN DEPEND
ON THE BEST!

FREE
Hail Inspection

CALL THE “LEAKBUSTERS”
Make Your Best Deal & Then

Present This Ad For An

Must present ad at time of signing of contract. Not valid with insurance claims.

ANY ROOF OVER $7,000

EXTRA
$200 OFF25 TIME

BEST OF
THE BEST
WINNER!
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Citrus County Property 
Appraiser

Act fast! The deadline to apply 
for the homestead exemption is 
March 1.

You can file on our website at 
citruspa.org or come into either 
of our two offices in Inverness or 
Crystal River. 

Our customer service team is 
available to assist you with any 
questions you may have. 

So, what is homestead? In the 
State of Florida, a $25,000 ex-
emption is applied to the first 
$50,000 of your property’s as-
sessed value if your property is 
your permanent residence and 
you owned the property on Jan. 
1 of the tax year. This exemption 
applies to all taxes, including 

school district taxes. 
An additional exemption of up 

to $25,000 will be applied if your 
property’s assessed value is be-
tween at least $50,000 and 
$75,000. This exemption is not 
applied to school district taxes.

The homestead exemption in-
cludes an additional benefit 
called the “Save our Homes 
Cap.”  This benefit will limit the 
annual increase of the assessed 
value to 3% or the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), whichever is 
less. 

When a property is sold, the 
homestead exemption is re-
moved, the assessed value in-
creases to the just/market value 
for the new year.

Now, if you choose to not 
homestead your property, keep 
in mind that you will not benefit 
from that 3% limitation. Instead, 

all non-homesteaded properties 
annual assessment can increase 
up to 10%. 

What do you need to file for a 
homestead? For starters you 
must have legal or beneficial 
title and be residing in the home 
as of Jan. 1, 2022.

When filing for the homestead 
exemption, you will need the fol-
lowing documents for all prop-
erty owners applying: Florida 
driver’s license/Florida ID card, 
Florida vehicle registration (if 
you drive) and Florida voter reg-
istration (if you vote).

Documents should reflect the 
address of your homesteaded 
property. 

If you are married and your 
spouse is not an owner on the 
property, we will still require 
their information as well. If your 
spouse has a homestead 

exemption on their home and 
you want to apply for a home-
stead at your residence, unfortu-
nately that won’t work. 

A married couple is entitled to 
receive only one homestead ex-
emption per the Constitution of 
The State of Florida, Article VII, 
Section 6 (b).

If you already have a home-
stead exemption, you do not 
need to reapply for that exemp-
tion each year. We will renew 
your exemption(s) annually as 
long as you still qualify for them. 

After Jan. 1 of each year, you 
will receive a homestead exemp-
tion receipt postcard by mail 
from our office.

This is your renewal confirma-
tion. You must only return the 
card to our office if you no lon-
ger qualify for the homestead 
exemption.

Help shape the 
Tampa Bay region’s 

Resilience and 
Energy Planning

The Tampa Bay Regional 
Planning Council (TBRPC), 
along with Citrus County gov-
ernment, invites all county 
residents to take the online 
Resilient Communities and 
Homes survey. The survey 
asks residents about their ex-
periences with hurricanes, 
flooding, and hot weather — 
and their preferences for local 
action. 

This 10-minute online sur-
vey will provide important 
feedback to help shape the 
Regional Action Plan and 
local programs. The aggre-
gated data will be shared with 
each participating local gov-
ernment. To access the sur-
vey, visit http://metro 
questsurvey.com/9f3k.

— Gazette staff report

Homestead exemption deadline coming 
up March 1: File online or at office
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HANDYMAN

Handyman
31 Years Experience

Bill Brown – 352-586-7125
SMW Resident 50
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• Home Repairs
• Pressure Washing
• Quality Work
• Reasonable Rates

Local Family Owned & Operated
Pest Control
Termite Control
Lawn Spraying
Core Aeration
$25 OFF ANY NEW ANNUAL SERVICE
www.ecofloridian.com
352-356-8948

LAWN & PEST

Lawn & Pest Control
EcoFloridianEcoFloridian®

Mole & Gopher
Rodent Control
Shrub Spraying
Soil Testing
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03CITRUS, MARION, LEVY

SALT DELIVERY
SERVICE NEW INSTALLS

MAINTENANCE

Call us today
(352) 257-2597

Crystal River

LICENSEDAND INSURED

WATER TREATMENT
Meeks Water
Treatment, Inc.
Specializing in all your softener and filter needs

50024805

LAWN CARE/CLEAN UP
Serving Sugarmill Woods/

Homosassa Area
• Lawn Care
• Gutter Cleaning
• Hedge Trimming
• Clean Up Jobs
• Driveway Pressure
Washing

Neal Carr
352-586-2800

50024806

APPLIANCE REPAIR

ATER HEATERS
EFRIGERATORS

ANGES
REEZERS
ASHERS
ISPOSALS
RYERS

352-564-8179352-564-8179352-564-8179

Smitty’sSmitty’s
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LAWN MAINTENANCE

awn Care
ool Care
O

Jay’s Care

Doing Business The Old Fashioned Way!
Licensed & Insured
Call Now For A Free Estimate!

352-586-5105 50
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20
65
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EXTERIOR CLEANING

FREE ESTIMATES!
352-586-2818

Licensed & Insured

REMOVE BLACK STREAKS FROM ROOF
• Roofs
• Houses
• Driveways

• Lanais
• Gutter/
Soffits

10% OFF
VETERANS

&
SENIORS

TRAN
PRESSURE

SOFT

LANDSCAPING
ALTMAN’S FAMILY

PEST CONTROL
& LANDSCAPING

ALTMAN’S FAMILY
PEST CONTROL

& LANDSCAPING
Lawn & Shrub Maintenance
Lawn & Pest Control Services
Residential & Commercial

FREE INSPECTIONS FREE ESTIMATES
Local Hometown Business

CALL NOW
FOR A CHANGE!

352-527-9373
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State Certified
State Licensed
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Are You Ready For A Power Outage?
We have generators in stock & ready to be installed!

ELECTRICAL
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6575 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL

Independently owned & operated.
Lic #EC13003381 insured & bonded

352-364-4610

24 Hours a Day • 7 DaysWeek

www.mrelectric.com
Your full service

electrical contractor

TREE SERVICE

Down to Earth
TREE SERVICE

352-257-1004
Tree Trimming Stump Grinding

Tree Removal Land Clearing

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured 50
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48
02

RESCREENING

628-0562
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SUBURBAN IND. INC.

RESCREENS/REPAIRS • POOL ENCLOSURES
GARAGE SCREEN DOORS • SIDING/SOFFIT AND FASCIA

SCREEN IN FRONT ENTRYS/LANAI
WINDOWS AND DOORS • GLASS AND VINYL ROOMS
VINYL CEILINGS FREE ESTIMATES

citruscountypoolscreens.com
aluminumwiz@gmail.com

Cell - 352-445-0569

50024814

Call for by Appointment Only
352-382-4421

POOL REMODELING

Resurfacing Pavers Tile Glass
Pool Service Install & Repair:

Pumps, Filters, Heat Pumps, Salt Systems

FREE CONSULTATION
smwpools.com

State Certified
Pool Contractor Lic. #1458326

Now Selling
Wood Burning
Pool Heaters!

apS&looPsdooWllimraguS
#1 in Service & Quality

Serving all of Citrus County
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Special to the Gazette

Citrus Memorial Hospital has 
announced it will add two fel-
lowships to its Graduate Medi-
cal Education program. 
Accredited by the Council for 
Graduate Medical Education 
(ACGME), the new programs 
will train fellows in cardiovas-
cular disease and pulmonary 
disease.

“The newly minted pulmo-
nary and cardiology fellowship 
programs in Citrus County un-
derscore the commitment of 

HCA Healthcare and Citrus Me-
morial Hospital to the citizens 
of our community,” said Citrus 
Memorial Hospital Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Joseph Maslak. 

“Citrus Memorial already has 
a thriving internal medicine 
residency program, and the ad-
dition of these fellowship pro-
grams underscore the 
importance of our commitment 
to education, retention of physi-
cians and the advancement of 
medicine.”

 Launching in July 2022, the 
three-year cardiovascular 

disease program will provide 
advanced training in all aspects 
of cardiovascular medicine to 
an expected nine fellows.

According to Cardiovascular 
Disease Fellowship Program 
Director Dr. Suman Pasupuleti, 
the program will focus on coro-
nary artery disease, heart fail-
ure, structural heart disease, 
device-based therapy and atrial 
fibrillation. 

“With this program we’ll be 
able to bring doctors with fresh 
ideas from across the country 
to train and recruit to serve our 
community,” he explained. 
“The cardiovascular disease 
fellowship training program is 

going to take Citrus County and 
Citrus Memorial Hospital to the 
next level not only in health 
care but also in training future 
generations of doctors.”

The two-year pulmonary dis-
ease program will provide six 
fellows with training in general 
a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n a l 
pulmonology.

“The fellowship program 
consisting of our faculty physi-
cians and fellows will strive to 
provide cutting edge pulmo-
nary care in our community,” 
said Pulmonary Disease Fel-
lowship Program Director Dr. 
Fagun Modi. 

“Training pulmonary 

physicians locally will increase 
availability of pulmonary pro-
viders and provide opportuni-
ties for young doctors to work in 
our community.

The program will focus on 
caring for patients with lung 
diseases including COPD, 
asthma and pulmonary fibrosis 
in both hospital and outpatient 
settings.

Fellows will be educated on 
treatments for lung conditions 
and to perform procedures 
such as bronchoscopy.

The graduate medical educa-
tion program at Citrus Memo-
rial Hospital currently hosts 55 
internal medical residents. 

Citrus Memorial Hospital announces Fellowship Programs
For cardiovascular, pulmonary diseases
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Houses
Kool Seal
Driveway
Handyman
Service

CALL STEWART AT

352.201.2169

PRESSURE WASHING

50022644

WINDOW WASHING

KEVIN NOLAN
(352) 382-2199

15 YEARS IN SUGARMILL WOODS!

FREE Estimates

Superior Quality Personal Service
Affordable Insured
Always On Time Licensed

DIRTY WINDOWS?DIRTY WINDOWS?DIRTY WINDOWS?
Now

Accepting
New

Clients!
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A/C REPAIR / INSTALL

10% Discount
on Repair or Tune-up

with this ad
Serving Citrus & Surrounding Counties

Locally Owned Since 2009

(352) 601-7787
License #CAC1816388C

C
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PAINTING
Frick’s
Painting
ressureWashing
REE Estimates
ompetitive Pricing
eliable & Trustworthy
icensed & Insured
MW Resident

Tom Frick (352) 287-2144

No Job Too Big or

moc.liamtoh@gnitniapskcirf
CC-00106UX
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LOCKSMITH
Mobile Key Express
Serving Citrus &
Sumter County

For Your Automotive
& Residential Needs!

Bonded & Insured

352-661-4971
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CLEANUP/JUNK REMOVAL

Jeff’s
Cleanup/Hauling

lean Outs
ump Runs
rush Removal

352-584-5374
Licensed / Insured
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LAWN MAINTENANCE

Sod Installation

RMD LAWN &

LANDSCAPING

(352) 302-3181
Ryan Duclos

Pressure Washing
Most Driveways $75-$100

Lic. / Ins.

Mulch
Sod

Tree
Trimming

Most Yards
$60

monthly
(Based on size)

No minimum No delivery charge 50
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48
11

CC-
0010E7G

50024807
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TREE SERVICE

Removals
Feeding
Cabling
Pruning

Cord-Wood
Stump Grinding
Pool Areas Cleared
Demossing

Call Anytime...

352-596-3867 or 800-553-1183

Free Estimates Full Insured

PANZNER’S
TREE SERVICE

TREES, TREES, TREES, IS MY GAME
SAVING YOU MONEY

IS MY PLAN

50024808
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atakrow

ecirpriaf
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Cleaning of:
Driveways
Gutters

Pristine Lawn CareeraCnwaLenitsirP
of Sugarmill WoodssdooWllimraguSfo

Lee StewarttrawetSeeL
352-382-74555547-283-253

LAWN CARE

CC-0010E7I50024809LOCATED IN HOMOSASSA
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(352) 382-4421

POOL SERVICE

FREE CONSULTATION
www.smwpools.com

Joseph DawsonJoseph Dawson State Certified
Pool Contractor Lic. #1458326

Sugarmill Woods
Pool & Spa

Sugarmill WoodssdooWllimraguS
Pool & SpaapS&looP

#1 in Customer Service & Quality
Prices starting at $65/month*
SAFE CHLORINE LEVELS
Equipment/Plumbing Repairs
PUMPS & FILTERS
HEAT PUMPS & SALT SYSTEMS
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PAINTING
Ray’s Painting

& Pressure Cleaning

I DO MY OWN WORK. OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

Quality work
at a fair price.

We still offer
Free Estimates!

621-3165
SERVICE GUIDE
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09
63

Special to the Gazette

The Oak Village Women’s 
Club will host a St. Patrick’s 
Day luncheon on Monday, 

March 14, at the Sugarmill Woods 
Country Club. Wear your favorite 
green attire and celebrate St. Pat-

rick’s Day with 
loads of fun play-
ing bingo.

The luncheon 
will open with the 
business meeting 

at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will be served 
at noon. 

Lunch will start with tomato 
bisque soup (vegetarian) with din-
ner rolls. Entrees will be a choice 

#1: corned beef with cabbage, red 
potatoes, carrots and Irish soda 
bread; or choice #2: fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes, green 
beans.

Lunch will be topped off with a 
hot fudge sundae bar.  Soft bever-
ages, coffee and tea are 
complimentary. 

Mark your entrée choice on 
your check!  Cost of the luncheon 
is $25 for members. Guests can 
come the first time with a cost of 
$25, and thereafter, it will be $27 
unless they choose to join. Checks 
(no cash and no envelopes) are 
due by Tuesday, March 1. 

Make the check out to “OVWC” 
and drop it in one of the two Oak 

Village bulletin board boxes lo-
cated at Oak Village Boulevard 
South (just past Daisy) or Oak Vil-
lage Bath & Tennis Club at 1 Vil-
lage Center Circle. 

Enjoy our monthly luncheons 
and many social activities such as 
book clubs, game clubs and ex-
cursions. Membership is open to 
all women who reside within 
Sugarmill Woods. This includes 
Cypress Village, Oak Village, 
Southern Woods, Deer Park Cot-
tages and the Royal Dalton 
House. Ladies are invited to at-
tend any or all our future meet-
ings without joining. 

For more information, please 
contact Hattie Ciolko at 503-7300.

Almost time for St. Patrick’s Day bingo

Oak Village 
Women’s  

Club

WSW Garage Sale 
and Craft Show

The Women of Sugarmill 
Woods will host this annual 
event on Saturday, March 19, 
rain or shine, at Sugarmill 
Woods Country Club upper 
parking lot. To reserve a spot 
and more info, contact Roxanne 
Soden, rmsoden@gmail.com or 
630-212-7173. 

Garage sale spots will be $20 
each, crafters’ spots are $25. 

Proceeds from spot reserva-
tions will support local charities. 
Proceeds from sales will belong 
to the sellers.

Ladies of the Elks 
annual Flea Market
The Ladies of the Elks Flea 

Market is Saturday, Feb. 26, at 
the West Citrus Elks Lodge on 
Grover Cleveland Boulevard.

Doors open at 8:30 a.m. and 
close at 2:30 p.m. Everyone is  
welcome; no admission fee. 
Items for sale will include art-
work, books, clothing, house-
hold items, tools and furniture. 

Proceeds will go to local char-
ities. For more information con-
tact Teresa at 503-9417 or 
Charlotte at 382-0131.

— Gazette staff reports

Come SALE AWAY



St. Patrick’s Card 
and Game Party
On Tuesday, March 15, 

the public is invited to join the 
Ladies of the Elks for a card 
and game party to honor St. 
Patrick. It will be held at the 
Elks Lodge on Grover Cleve-
land Blvd.

Doors open at 11 a.m. and 
lunch will be served at noon.

All are welcome. Bring 
your cards or game you 
would like to play. Arrange 
your table of four and plan to 
play cards or a game of your 
choice or come alone and 
meet new friends.

A $20 ticket includes lunch 
and chances for raffle bas-
kets, door prizes and the 
“Pot of Gold” drawing. 

 Call Edna at 628-3362 for 
tickets and Information.

Auxiliary's Boating 
Safety Course 

New to boating, new to the 
area, or a seasoned veteran 
needing a refresher?

Whatever the reason, a 
good working knowledge of 
safe boating skills is needed 
to avoid what could be a ca-
tastrophe on the water. 

The U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary of Homosassa can 
help you learn or refresh the 
necessary skills. 

Register for the Coast 
Guard approved “About 
Boating Safely” course which 
will be offered in a virtual 
learning format. 

Join an experienced team 
on Tuesday, March 22 
through March 25, 6:45 to 
9:15 p.m. from the comfort of 
your home. 

After successfully complet-
ing the test, you will be sent 
the Florida Safe Boaters card 
from FWC and possibly be 
eligible for discounts on your 
boat insurance. 

Anyone born after Jan. 1, 
1988, must have a “Safe 
Boater” card to legally oper-
ate a vessel with a 10-HP 
motor or greater.

The establishment of a 
good foundation for safe 
boating is a must for anyone 
operating a boat.

The course cost is $30 
payable by cash or check 
prior to the course date. 
There is a discount for family 
members sharing a book.

Space is limited so RSVP 
no later than March 12 by 
contacting Dee Imhoff at 
hal1414@tampabay.rr.com, 
or https://forms.gle/5GmZN 
VYuSPg4AG3M8 .

Orchid Society to 
meet in Spring Hill

The Nature Coast Orchid 
Society will meet Feb. 26 at 
VFW Post 8681, 18940 
Drayton St., Spring Hill. 
Doors open at noon; meeting 
starts at 1 p.m.

The program, by Garden 
Trails, will cover chemicals 
and planting mediums. 

A members’ show-off table 
will be presented as well as a 
raffle for various items.

Come early to shop and 
buy your chances to win.  

A large assortment of or-
chid necessities will be 
available.

Come see what you didn’t 
know you needed.

Guests are always 
welcome!  

NCOS is a 501c3 group.  
Questions, call 895-4035.

Wright to speak at 
League meeting
The League of Women 

Voters of Citrus County will 
hold  its Annual Luncheon 
Meeting at the Olive Garden 
at 2151 E. Gulf to Lake High-
way, in Inverness at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 8.

Mike Wright, Citrus County 
reporter, personality and 
“gets-around guy,” will be the 
guest speaker. Wrigh has 
started a new online venture 
after working for the Chroni-
cle for over 30 years. 

He will discuss his new 
project, “Just Wright Citrus.”

 The luncheon menu 
choices will be as follows:

■ Never-ending soup and 
salad, various options.  $7.99 
plus

■ Spaghetti, fettucine, 
eggplant parmesan, cheese 
ravioli, or ziti al forno. $8.99

■ Spaghetti and meat-
balls, lasagna classico, 
chicken parmigiana, or 
shrimp scampi. $9.99

No tickets are required, 
but please RSVP by calling 
Judy at 527-0207 to reserve 
a seat. Deadline for reserva-
tions is March 7.

Following lunch, Wright 
will speak. After his presenta-
tion, there will be the busi-
ness meeting for LWVCC 
members to elect officers for 
2022-23.

The League of Women 
Voters, a non-partisan politi-
cal organization, encourages 
informed and active partici-
pation in government, works 
to increase understanding of 
policy issues, and influences 
public policy through educa-
tion and advocacy. All inter-
ested men and women are 
welcome.

— Gazette staff reports
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“We Cater to
Cowards!”

Experience The Difference
HONEST • PROFESSIONAL • COMPASSIONATE

“You deserve a beautiful,
healthy smile without

high-pressure sales tactics. We
offer conservative treatment
plans, a friendly staff, and a

safe and
comfortable
environment

for all our
patients.”

FREE SECOND
OPINION.

• CROWNS
• DENTURES
• IMPLANTS

• ADULT SHORT-TERM BRACES
• PARTIALS
• COSMETIC DENTISTRY

• BRIDGES
• KIDS

Dr. Ledger

3640 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34448

(352) 628-3443
LedgerDentistry.com

Jeremy A. Ledger, D.M.D.

Dr. Baker

2020 Healthcare
Heroes Winner

Dental Excellence
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22

HOMOSASSA MULCH & ROCK YARD

7289 W. Grover Cleveland Blvd.
Homosassa, FL 34446 352-765-3758

LANDSCAPING SERVICES & SUPPLIES

Trees • Shrubs • Mulch • Rock • Pine Bark

50019330

We provide access to:
Stocks Bonds Mutual Funds
Real Estate Investment Trusts

Life Insurance & Annuities
Long Term Care Strategies

Securities and Advisory services offered through Centaurus Financial,
Inc., member FINRA and SIPC. a Registered Investment Advisor. Todd
Financial Services LLC and Centaurus Financial not affiliated. Supervi-

sory Branch: 2300 E Katella Ave Suite 200 Anaheim, CA 92806

J. Michael Todd
Financial Advisor

154 SE 7th Ave.
Crystal River, FL 34429

Cell (352) 634-0627
www.Toddfinservices.com

(352) 621-8013

50009473

000ZLGTCC-001043R
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Greenbelt Gazette CLUB NEWS
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sAR008850CC-0010449 50010827

7101 Mariner Blvd, Brooksville, FL 34609

Tampa Orlando Spring Hill Fort Myers

352-290-2851 BIOSPINE.COM



Special to the Gazette

Scientists with the 
Southwest Florida Water 
Management District 
(District) completed the 
latest round of seagrass 
mapping along Florida’s 
Springs Coast, which is 
the region from Anclote 
Key in Pasco County 
northward to Waccasassa 
Bay (east of Cedar Key) 
out approximately 25 
miles.

The aerial imagery col-
lected show 586,511 acres 
of mapped seagrass 

habitat along the Springs 
Coast, up slightly from the 
previous total of 577,920 
acres in 2016. The open 
water nature of the area 
and the largely undevel-
oped and expansive 
coastal wetlands contrib-
ute to the region’s stable 
seagrass habitats.

This Springs Coast re-
gion represents one of the 
largest and most diverse 
seagrass ecosystems in 
the country and the Dis-
trict will continue to mon-
itor the long-term health 
of these habitats.

To better understand 
trends in seagrass habi-
tat, the District subdi-
vided this region into 16 
segments. While the re-
gion as a whole saw little 
change in seagrass acre-
age, several smaller seg-
ments experienced 
significant gains: 

■ The Anclote Offshore 
segment (near Tarpon 
Springs) saw the greatest 
increase (25.7%) from 
5,156 acres in 2016 to 
6,483 acres in 2020.

■ Waccasassa Bay east 
of Cedar Key also saw sig-
nificant gains in seagrass 
(17.1%) from 10,934 acres 
in 2016 to 12,807 acres in 
2020.

■ The Crystal Bay In-
shore segment saw an in-
crease in seagrass (8.4%) 
from 25,115 acres in 2016 
to 27,223 acres in 2020.

Some segments saw a 
slight loss in seagrass. 
Just off the Chassahow-
itzka River there was a 
3.1% decline from 30,086 
acres in 2016 to 29,163 
acres in 2020.

 Seagrasses are often 
mixed with other organ-
isms like sponges, corals 
and attached algae. 
Among the many ecologi-
cal and economic 

benefits of these under-
sea habitats, approxi-
mately 70% of the 
recreational and com-
mercial important spe-
cies of fish, crabs, and 
shrimp in the Gulf of 
Mexico spend at least a 
portion of their lives in 
seagrass meadows. 

Seagrasses are also a 
major food source for 
manatees and sea turtles.

While seagrasses help 
maintain good water 

quality, they are sensitive 
to increased nutrient pol-
lution and other stressors 
like red tide and hurri-
canes. For this reason, 
the District maps sea-
grass habitat every four 
years to “take the pulse” 
of the Springs Coast estu-
aries. The results are 
used to track trends in 
seagrass and to evaluate 
water quality improve-
ment efforts.

Seagrass maps are 

created by professional 
photo interpreters using 
aerial imagery. State-of-
the-art digital cameras 
mounted on specially out-
fitted aircraft. Every 
image must go through a 
rigorous quality control 
process before being re-
leased to the photo inter-
preters. Additionally, 
qualified field crews visit 
more than a thousand as-
sessment points to ensure 
the highest quality. 
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Sunshine
Nursery

WE DELIVER & INSTALL
Buy Bulk and Get Twice As Much For Your Money!

Mulches Top Soil Pavers

THE LARGEST ROCK YARD AND
PAVER DISPLAY IN CITRUS COUNTY

PAVER AND HARDSCAPES
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

6658 W. GULF TO LAKE HWY., 1/4 MILE EAST

OF PUBLIX ON HWY. 44, CRYSTAL RIVER

352-302-643650010712

WAYNE
CORMIER
waynecormier.com
wayne@waynecormier.com

Call 352-422-0751
Between

7am-7pm Daily

Call “ Wayne ” now
352-422-0751

HOMES ARE STILL SELLING FAST
IN SUGARMILLWOODS....

I’ve lived in SMWsince 2001;
please considerme

your source for all your
real estate needs.

50024503

Offering:
xperience Competitive Pricing

uality Products Superior Workmanship
On Time Service!

(352) 684-8290 or (352) 683-6823

West Coast Well Drilling
& Pump Service

FREE on site estimates

High
Water Bills?

50
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17

COMPLETE PAINTING SERVICE

◆ Residential & Commercial

◆ Interior & Exterior

◆ Free Estimates

◆ Licensed, Bonded
& Fully Insured

◆Wall Paper Removal

◆ Pressure Washing

◆ Drywall Textures
◆ Military, Senior

& Teacher Discounts

Established
1984

Serving Citrus County
WWW.TWEETYSPAINTING.COM

Subsidiary of Treider Industries Inc.
352-597-2440
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48
16

◆ Owner is Honorable Discharged USMC

Seagrass stable along the Springs Coast

Seagrasses are a critical food resource for manatees and are often mixed with other 
organisms like sponges, corals and attached algae. They provide ecological and 
commercial benefits providing habitats for fish, crabs and shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico 
seagrass meadows. (Special to the Gazette)

Springs Coast
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General Dentistry
Periodontal Treatment
Roof Canals
Teeth Whitening

Accepting Most Insurances
& Care Credit.

No Interest Payment
Plans.

Financing Available!

Dr. Sarah Shuayb DMD
Dr. Mohammad Shuayb DMD

Sarah Shuayb, DMD and Mohammad Shuayb, DMD

CALL TODAY 352.616.0001

Visit our NEW Hernando County Location!

12326 Cortez Blvd., Brooksville

352.616.0001
ShuaybDental.com

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
$29

NEW PATIENT EXAMS & X-RAYS (ADA-D0150)
FULL MOUTH SERIES (ADA-D0210)

Must Present Coupon Before Treatment. New Patients Only. Limited
Time Offer. Coupons or Specials Are For Those Without Insurance.
Cannot Be Used With Any Other Coupon, Discount, Special Or Offer.

Mariner Blvd. & Cortez Location Only.
Expires 3/28/2022 GBELT

DENTURES SPECIAL
$849

UPPER OR LOWER
Must Present Coupon Before Treatment. New Patients Only.
Limited Time Offer. Coupons or Specials Are For Those
Without Insurance. Cannot Be Used With Any Other

Coupon, Discount, Special Or Offer.
Mariner Blvd. & Cortez Location Only.

Expires 3/28/2022 GBELT

SAME DAY CROWNS
$749

No More Temporaries, No More Impressions
INCLUDES: Core Build Up, Gingivectomy, X-Ray &

Limited Exam, Crown D2740, X-Ray D0220, Exam D0140.
Must Present Coupon Before Treatment. New Patients Only. Limited Time
Offer. Coupons or Specials Are For Those Without Insurance. Cannot

Be Used With Any Other Coupon, Discount, Special Or Offer.
Mariner Blvd. & Cortez Location Only.

Expires 3/28/2022 GBELT

EXTRACTION SPECIAL
$149

Per Tooth (up to 2 teeth)
Must Present Coupon Before Treatment. New Patients Only. Limited
Time Offer. Coupons or Specials Are For Those Without Insurance.
Cannot Be Used With Any Other Coupon, Discount, Special Or Offer.

Mariner Blvd. & Cortez Location Only.
Expires 3/28/2022 GBELT

Smiles You Love!

NEW Office is located between First Watch & Tijuana Flats,
next door to Longhorn Steakhouse and Cheddars.

❤
❤

❤

❤

❤

❤

❤

❤

❤

❤

Implants
Crowns
Bonding & Fillings
Porcelain Veneers

Bridges
Dentures
Invisalign
(Clear Braces)

Come Meet Our Wonderful Office Team!
Special Shout-Out To Out Amazing Hygienist., Tracy!

50024162
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“We Live Here And Are Proud Of
Our Community!”

Lots Homes Condos Villas

You’ll Always Make The Right Move With Us!

8015 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446 352-382-1700 800-237-1112 Fax (352) 382-55808015 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446 352-382-1700 800-237-1112 Fax (352) 382-5580
key1realtysugarmillwoods.com key1realty@yahoo.comkey1realtysugarmillwoods.com key1realty@yahoo.com

CAROLYN LISTER
352-422-4620

WAYNE CORMIER
352-422-0751

CINDY FRANK
352-220-4747

NANCY PONTICOS
352-634-4225

SCHANNEN KNIGHTON
352-382-1700

VICKI SHEDD
352-228-7752

GAIL COOPER
352-634-4346

KURT IRISH
407-257-9201

STEVE POWE
260-494-0835

PHILLIP ELEDGE
352-601-0546

Real Estate Office
In Sugarmill Woods
for Over 30 Years

JANIS GOULETTE
410-797-2228
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