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NEWS BRIEFS

Two killed in
separate crashes

Thursday

A 33-year-old Lecanto
woman died after collid-
ing with another vehicle
nearly head-on in the late
night hours Thursday, Dec,
23, according to a Florida
Highway Patrol report.

The woman was driving
a sedan eastbound at ap-
proximately  10:54 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 23, in the
outside westbound lane
of State Road 44, east of
Blanton Drive. A van, driv-
en by a 30-year-old from
Kokomo, Michigan, was
traveling westbound in the
westbound inside lane of
S.R. 44.

For unknown reason, the
woman entered the west-
bound lane and collided
nearly head-on with the
van, the FHP report stated.
Post-impact, the sedan and
van rotated to final rest in
the westbound outside lane
and center median respec-
tively.

Transported to an area
hospital, the woman, who
was not nearing a seatbelt,
later died from her injuries
suffered during the crash,
the report stated.

According to the FHP,
the driver of the van, in-
cluding three passengers,
a 28-year-old woman, a
7-year-old female and
a S-year-old female, all
had serious injuries and
were transported to area
hospitals.

In a separate crash Thurs-
day, Dec. 23, a 46-year-
old Homosassa man died
when he was thrown
from a scooter, the FHP
reported.

The man was traveling
westbound on a scoot-
er on South Lewdingar
Drive, west of Barbara
Lane when, for unknown
reasons, the rider failed
to negotiate a curve in the
roadway and drove onto
the unpaved shoulder and
was ejected from the vehi-
cle. Transported to an area
hospital, he later expired
from injuries suffered
during the crash. The man
was not wearing a helmet,
according to the report.

Clerk’s office will
close for holiday

The Clerk of Courts of-
fice will be closed Dec.
31 in observance of New
Year’s Day to coincide
with the Fifth Judicial
Circuit’s holiday calen-
dar. They will reopen on
Jan. 3.

All other local govern-
ment offices will be open
Dec. 31 and closed on
Jan. 3. As an alternative,
visit the clerk’s website
at citrusclerk.org to make
online payments, search
court case information
and initiate a marriage li-
cense application.

Commissioners
to hold annual

planning retreat

The Citrus County
Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) an-
nual planning retreat will
be held at 9 a.m. Jan. 5 at
the Lecanto Government
Building, room 166, 3600
W. Sovereign Path.

The public is invited to
attend, though there will
be no “open to the pub-
lic” speaking opportu-
nities during this event.
Citizens are welcome to
speak during the BOCC
meeting scheduled for
1 p.m. Jan 18 at the Cit-
rus County Courthouse,
110 N. Apopka Ave. in
Inverness.

For more information,
call public information
officer Veronica Kamp-
schroer at 352-527-5484.
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New shelter contract could come by February

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

County Administrator
Randy Oliver said he now
expects a contract to build
a new animal shelter will be
brought to county commis-
sioners in February for their
consideration.

The board last month se-
lected Florida-based Tocoi
Engineering Inc., to handle
the design of the facility.
Tocoi was deemed the most
qualified out of the three
companies interviewed.

Oliver said the state’s
Competitive ~ Consultants
Negotiation Act (CCNA)
requires that the scope of
work and cost be negotiat-
ed with the highest ranked
firm.

“The selected firm has
stated that they will have a
scope and price for services
to design the new shelter by
mid-January,” Oliver wrote
in an email to the Chronicle
on Monday.

Barring any complications
with the work scope or con-
tract, the county hopes to

have the money secured for |

the project by March, with
design completed in June or
July.

About a year from now,

it’'s hoped a construction [

contract will be awarded.
According to the most re-
cent timetable, the new an-
imal shelter could be up and

running by late winter or

spring 2024.

County commissioners in
May directed staff to work
within a budget of $8 to

Michael D. Bates / Chronicle Reporter

County commissioners voted last May to replace rather than
See SHELTER, page A8  rebuild the existing animal shelter in Inverness.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Lara and Robert Vitter sit on their front porch with their children, from left, Annabella, 13, James, 4, Samuel, 6, Maxim, 3, Lydia, 8, and Priscilla, 11. Earlier this year
the couple adopted Maxim, born in Ukraine.

Maxim’s first American Christmas

Ukrainian ‘special needs’ orphan brings great joy to Vitter family

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

With a houseful of kids,
Christmas for the Vitter
family is always joyful pan-
demonium.

But this year, with the ad-
dition of one more Vitter,
3-year-old Maxim, whom
they adopted from Ukraine
in May, the joy is multi-
plied.

“This is like a fairy tale for
us and a huge blessing,” said
Robert Vitter, the dad of the
family of now six children:
Annabella,13; Priscilla,11;
Lydia, 8; Samuel, 6; James,
4 and Maxim.

“He needed a family and
we have one, and now we’re
all together,” Robert said.

As Lara Vitter, the mom of
the family, explained, “The
plan was always to adopt,
and at one time we were
house parents at a children’s
home in Alabama, but we
never thought about adopt-
ing a special needs child.”

Maxim was born with Ap-
ert Syndrome, a genetic dis-
order characterized by de-
formities of the skull, face
and limbs.

Among other things, Max-
im has fused fingers and
toes, an elongated skull and
prominent eyes.

He’s also smart as a whip
and loves everyone and ev-
erything, especially banan-
as.

“When we walked out of
the orphanage to take him
home, he walked with a
swagger, swinging his arms,
like he was heavyweight
champion of the world,”
Vitter said.

“The whole time he was
in the car, he just sat there
smiling, like he was think-
ing, ‘You love ME,” Lara
said.

“Priscilla and Annabel-
la are the reasons we have
him,” she said. “When we
were missionaries in Ita-
ly, they kept asking if we
could adopt a child with

special needs. They prayed
and prayed, and it took four
or five years for Robert to
come around.”

When Annabella was 6,
they were at the airport in
London, heading home to
the U.S. from Italy, and
Annabella asked, “Mom-
my, where do babies come
from?”

A couple nearby started
laughing and the Vitters
struck up a conversation
with them, which grew into
a friendship. And when that
couple adopted a child with
special needs, that stirred
something inside them,
Lara said.

They found Maxim on

See CHRISTMAS, page A7

Three-year-old Maxim Vitter
must wear a protective hel-
met while playing outdoors

to ensure a fall won’t cause a
serious injury to his head. The
child lives with a condition
known as Apert Syndrome.

Citrus County COVID-19 cases steady for now

By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

The number of new cas-
es of coronavirus in Citrus
County are holding steady.

But infection informa-
tion for the virus is slow in
coming during the winter

B10

Editorial .........cccveruneee B15

Entertainment............. M

holidays and the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention latest data is
for Dec. 16. The CDC gets
its Citrus County infection
data from Florida health of-
ficials.

During the week ending
Dec. 16, the CDC reported

Horoscope...........
Lottery Numbers

46 new cases and one death
due to the virus.

The county’s cumula-
tive cases is now 20,938.
The county’s population
is 149,657. The number
of county deaths in Citrus
County attributed to the vi-
rus is 838 people.

MovVies.......ccovverererenens
......... B3 Obituaries........ocoererenes

The number of hospital
admissions in Citrus Coun-
ty due to the virus was eight
during the week ending De-
cember 18. There had been
four the prior week, accord-
ing to the CDC.

In Citrus County 59 per-
cent of the people eligible

B6 TV Listings......ccvererenne B5
A6 Weather.........ccceenne Ad

to be vaccinated received
vaccines. The Florida aver-
age is 70 percent, according
to the Florida Department
of Health.

There have been 3.8 mil-
lion cases of the virus in

See COVID, page A8
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ISont ™ VILLAGE TOYOTA

ol 'YEAR END COUNTDOWN .
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COUNT

2022 TOYOTA 2022 TOYOTA 2021 TOYOTA 2022 TOYOTA
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WITH §3999 DOWN $309/MO. FOR 36 MOS. WITH $3999 DOWN $349/MO. FOR 36 MOS., WITH $3699 DOWN $349/MO. FOR 36 MOS, AT 1800 SomN $447/MO. FOR 36 MOS.

FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES WITH APPROVED CREDIT THROUGH SETF. NOT ALL LESSEES WILL QUALIFY. NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. MONTHLY PAYMENTS DO NOT
INCLUDE TAXES. 12,000 MILES PER YEAR. APR OFFER: WITH APPROVED CREDIT AND FINANCING THROUGH SET. MONTHLY PAYMENT FOR EVERY $1,000 FINANCED IS 0% - 36
MONTHS = $27.78, 0% - 48 MONTHS = $20.83. MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH CERTAIN OTHER OFFERS. PRICES ARE PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE, $995 DEALER FEE, AND DEALER
INSTALLED OPTIONS (DIMMITT ADVANTAGE PLUS). EXPIRES 1/03/2022.

1ST PAYMENT DEFERRED ‘Village Toyota Gan Help!
Village Toyota Can Help!

FOR UP TO 90 DAYS GET PRE-

On approved credit. Payments may be deferred for the first 90 days on retail contracts for terms

up to 75 months when financed through Southeast Toyota Finance. Interest accrues from the A P P Rov E D To DAY'

date of purchase. Expires 1/03/2022 [ |
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Apply for Boys State

Boys State is open to
young men in their junior
year of high school. It is an
all-expense paid week-long
trip to Tallahassee from
June 19 to 25 for an intense
study of government. Col-
lege scholarship opportuni-
ties will also be available.

Qualifications for juniors
interested in Boys State are:

B Has an interest in gov-
ernment

B Demonstrates
ship

B Is a resident of the state
of Florida

W Is willing to salute the
flag and take the oath of of-
fice on a Bible

B Has maintained an
overall GPA of 3.0 or higher

Contact your guidance
counselor for an application
and additional information.
Applicants can also contact
Robert Baker, Boys State
chairperson of the Amer-
ican Legion Post 155, at
352-564-2548 or rbaker244
@tampabay.rr.com.

For more information, vis-
it floridalegion.org. Appli-
cations should be submitted
as soon as possible.

Oak Village Women’s
Club to meet

The Oak Village Women’s
Club (OVWC) will have
their luncheon at 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 10 at Sugarmill Woods
Country Club, 1 Douglas St.
in Homosassa.

The theme is “Centering
your mind, body and soul!”
with Karen Anderson who
will teach Tai Chi. Wear com-
fortable clothes and sneakers.

Lunch includes New En-
gland clam chowder, dinner
rolls and one of the follow-
ing entrees: cod piccata,
almond-crusted chicken or
vegetarian salad. Dessert is
apple crisp a’ la mode.

The cost is $25 for mem-
bers. Guests can attend the
first time for $25 and thereaf-
ter, for $27 unless they join.
Checks with menu choices
are due Jan. 1. Drop checks
off at the Oak Village bulletin
board on Oak Village Bou-
levard South or Oak Village
Bath and Tennis Club, 1 Vil-
lage Center Circle.

Membership is  open
to women who reside in
Sugarmill Woods. For more
information, call Hattie Ci-
olko at 352-503-7300.

leader-

SPECIAL TO THE
CHRONICLE

The AARP Tax-Aide pro-
gram has announced the
opening of their 2022 tax
season and will begin ac-
cepting appointments be-
ginning Jan. 4 for free tax
preparation services from
Feb. 1 to April 18. You do
not need to be an AARP
member to utilize this
service.

Due to COVID-19, nor-
mal operating procedures
and tax preparation will
be a little different than in
past years. All sites will
by appointment only and
face coverings will be re-
quired for all visitors and
volunteers.

When you arrive for your
appointment, you will give
all your documents to a

Tax-Aide volunteer who
will interview you regard-
ing the information you
provided and have you sign
a waiver allowing the doc-
uments to be in their pos-
session while you are not
present.

You will then leave the
tax preparation room and
wait in your car or the li-
brary. Upon completion,
you will be called and
asked to return to the room
where you dropped off your
paperwork.

Your taxes will be re-
viewed with you and any
questions you may have
will be answered. Once
you approve your return,
they will electronically
file it.

When you make your ap-
pointment, you will be giv-
en an intake/interview form

CiTrUus CoOuNTY CHRONICLE

that needs to be completed
prior to your appointment.
You will also be given an-
other document telling you
what you need to bring with
you to the library for your
appointment.

To make an appointment,
visit or call a Citrus Coun-
ty Library. Any library can
make an appointment for
you at any site.

The following sites will
be open this year:

B Central Ridge Library,
425 W. Roosevelt Blvd. in
Beverly Hills. Call 352-
746-6622.

B Citrus Springs Memo-
rial Library, 1826 W. Coun-
try Club Blvd. Call 352-
489-2313.

B Coastal Region Li-
brary, 8619 W. Crystal St.
in Crystal River. Call 795-
3716.

B Crystal River Moose
Lodge, 1855 S. Suncoast
Blvd. in Homosassa. Call
352-795-2795.

W Floral City Public Li-
brary, 8360 E. Orange Ave.
Call 352-726-3671.

B Homosassa Public Li-
brary, 4100 S. Grandmarch
Ave. Call 352-628-5626.

B Lakes Region Library,
1511 Druid Road in Inver-
ness. Call 352-726-2357.

Days and hours of op-
eration will be available
when you make your
appointment.

As in other years, there
are limits on the tax situa-
tions they can assist with.
More information on the
common limitations are
available on the informa-
tion sheet available at the
library sites.

When you arrive to have

AARP offers free tax preparation services

your taxes done, you will
need the following infor-
mation: proof of identity
(i.e. drivers license) for
all household members
listed on your taxes, so-
cial security cards for ev-
eryone, all tax documents
that you have received and
the completed informa-
tion sheet you received
when you made your
appointment.

In addition, bring a copy
of your 2019 and 2020 tax
returns if you have them.
In some cases, they will be
needed to accurately com-
plete your return. If you
have a cell phone, please
bring it with you.

Plans for the season may
change if status of the pan-
demic changes. For more
information, email paula
bels@aol.com.

Bega.

INVERNESS SAYS GOODBYE TO COUNCILMAN

Special to the Chronicle

Members of the city of Inverness government staff and council members gather during the Inverness Christmas parade to wish retiring city councilman Ken Hinkel
goodbye. From left, council members include Jacquie Hepfer, David Ryan, Ken Hinkle, City Manager Eric Williams, Mayor Bob Plaisted and councilwoman Linda

In Ronald Greene’s death, a mother’s defiant quest for truth

By JIM MUSTIAN
and JAKE BLEIBERG
Associated Press

ORLANDO — Mona
Hardin calls it her walking
nightmare.

She’s haunted by the
body-camera images of

her son Ronald Greene be-
ing punched, stunned and
dragged by Louisiana State
Police, and she’s enraged
that troopers initially tried
to explain away the Black
man’s 2019 death as the re-
sult of a car crash.

She holds tightly to her
son’s cremated remains and
says she won’t be able to
put him to rest until she gets
justice.

“We have to relive this
constantly,” Hardin told The
Associated Press in an inter-
view near her Orlando-area
home. “They took joy in
killing him.”

Hardin recoils at the pat-
tern of police misconduct
that’s emerged since her
quest began. Indeed, Greene
is not the only Black motor-
ist abused in recent years
by Louisiana’s premier law
enforcement agency. An As-

sociated Press investigation
identified at least a dozen
cases over the past decade
in which troopers or their
bosses ignored or concealed
evidence of beatings, de-
flected blame and impeded
efforts to root out miscon-
duct. And by the state po-
lice’s own count, 67 percent
of troopers’ uses of force in
recent years targeted Black
people.

But it’s been a frustrat-
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Phelan M. Ebenhack / AP
Mona Hardin shows the tattoos that she had done, which were
similar to ones on her son, Ronald Greene. Hardin is haunted
by the body-camera images of her son Greene being punched,
stunned and dragged by Louisiana State Police. After a more than
two-year federal probe, still none of the officers involved has
been charged.

ing crusade. After a feder-
al probe that’s dragged on
more than two years, still
none of the officers involved
in Greene’s arrest has been
criminally charged.

Along the way, the
70-year-old Hardin says her
repeated trips to Washing-
ton, D.C., and Baton Rouge
have been met with empty
promises from officials, in-
stitutional ~ wagon-circling
and indifference. Hardin

saw her son’s assailants stay
on the job, unpunished for
months, the then-head of
the state police defending
Greene’s deadly arrest as
“awful but lawful” before
abruptly retiring, and the
body camera video remain-
ing a secret from the public
for more than two years
before the AP obtained and
published it this spring.

All of it has deepened
her family’s pain, she said,
while making a mockery of
the criminal justice system.

“In the end, you just end
up being part of a big night-
mare,” Hardin said. “But
that was my commitment. [
won’t fail him.”

Not long before mid-
night on May 10, 2019, the
49-year-old Greene was
driving near the Universi-
ty of Louisiana at Monroe
when a trooper attempted
to pull him over for a traf-
fic violation. Greene, who
an autopsy would show had
cocaine in his system, sped
away, leading troopers on
a chase that topped speeds
of 115 mph. It ended with
troopers converging on
Greene’s SUYV, beating him,

V|s|t Our New Website
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jolting him with stun guns
and leaving him handcuffed
and prone for several min-
utes as he pleaded for mer-
cy and wailed: “I’'m your
brother! I'm scared!”

One trooper, Kory York,
could be seen on body-cam-
era video briefly dragging
him facedown by his ankle
shackles. Another, Chris
Hollingsworth, struck Greene
in the head several times with
a flashlight, and was later
captured on his squad car
video boasting he “beat the
ever-living f--- out of him.”

Hundreds of miles away,
in central Florida, Hardin
said she “felt in my soul
something was wrong with
Ronnie.”

Those fears were con-
firmed when her daugh-
ter called her early that
morning in a panic, saying
Greene had been in a crash
and “didn’t make it.” Alana
Wilson said a state trooper
told her by telephone that
her brother “was in a car
accident, hit a tree, went
through the windshield and
died on impact.”

Loved ones arriving at the
hospital in West Monroe be-

came suspicious after seeing
the deep bruises on Greene’s
face and cuts on his head.

“It didn’t look like what
they said,” Wade said.

Even the emergency room
physician doubted the ac-
count of Greene’s death
from the moment he arrived
dead at the hospital, bruised
and bloodied with two stun-
gun prongs still protruding
from his backside.

Hardin’s anguish would
only deepen in the months
that followed. An avalanche
of excuses — including the
pandemic — compounded
the uncertainty and lack of
answers from, police, state
prosecutors and the FBI’s
field office in Monroe.

Hardin’s first ray of hope
came when a civil rights law
firm in Philadelphia agreed
to take her case and filed a
federal wrongful-death law-
suit just before the first an-
niversary of Greene’s death.

Hardin returned to Louisi-
ana in the October 2020 for
a private family viewing of
the body-camera video.

“I had to see my son take
his last breath,” she said. “I
feltit.”
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New Year’s Eve in Times Square still
on, with smaller crowd due to COVID

By MICHAEL R. SISAK
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Revelers will still
ring in the new year in New York’s
Times Square next week, there just
won’t be as many of them as usual
under new restrictions announced
Thursday as the city grapples with
a spike in COVID-19 cases.

Viewing areas that normally ac-
commodate about 58,000 people
will be limited to about 15,000 to
allow for more distancing, and ev-
eryone in attendance must show
proof of vaccination and wear a
mask, Mayor Bill de Blasio said
in a news release announcing the
changes.

“There is a lot to celebrate and
these additional safety measures
will keep the fully vaccinated
crowd safe and healthy as we
ring in the New Year,” de Blasio
said, noting the city’s success in
getting residents vaccinated while
also keeping businesses open.

The added precautions for New
Year’s Eve in Times Square were
spurred by the rapid spread of the
omicron variant in the Big Apple,
where lines for testing have snaked
around blocks in recent days.

On Wednesday, the city set yet
another one-day testing record
with 22,808 new cases, though a
true comparison to the number of
cases during the initial COVID-19
surge in spring 2020 is impossible
because tests were very limited at
the time.

Because of vaccinations, hos-
pitalizations and deaths from the
current surge are far fewer than at
the pandemic’s height.

The new wave of cases has led
to the cancellation of concerts,
sporting events and Broadway

Seth Wenig / AP

The 2022 sign that will be lit on top of a building on New Year’s Eve is displayed in Times Square, New York, Monday,
Dec. 20. Revelers will still ring in the new year in New York’s Times Square next week, there just won’t be as many
of them as usual under new restrictions announced Thursday as the city grapples with a spike in COVID-19 cases.

shows, but de Blasio has shown
a strong preference for having the
annual Times Square ball drop
go on as planned — the last ma-
jor event of his eight-year tenure,
which ends Jan. 1.

Little more than a month ago,
de Blasio gleefully announced
that a fully vaccinated crowd of
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple would be back at the icon-
ic celebration — donning goofy
2022-themed glasses and watching
a crystal-clad ball drop at midnight
— after it was limited last year to
small groups of essential workers.

But that was before omicron

caught fire, forcing city officials
and event organizers to rethink
just how many people they want-
ed to squeeze into the bright, bill-
board-lined tourist haven known
to some as the Crossroads of the
World.

On Tuesday, the Fox network
gave its verdict, pulling the plug
on a planned live broadcast from
the New Year’s Eve event. Other
networks plan to air the festivities,
including Dick Clark’s New Year’s
Rockin’ Eve on ABC, the stalwart
now hosted by Ryan Seacrest.

De Blasio said along with Thurs-
day’s announcement that the city
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is monitoring the COVID-19 situ-
ation and could impose additional
precautions if needed. Among the
other changes announced Thurs-
day, revelers won’t be allowed
into viewing areas until 3 p.m.,
much later than in past years.

On New Year’s Eve last year,
Times Square was mostly empty,
with Jennifer Lopez and other art-
ists performing behind police bar-
ricades. After vaccines became
widely available in the U.S., the
city allowed crowds back to the
Macy’s Fourth of July fireworks,
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade
and other events.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Saturday, Dec. 25, the
359th day of 2021. There are six
days left in the year. This is Christ-
mas Day.

Highlight in history:

On Dec. 25, 1991, Soviet Presi-
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev went on
television to announce his resigna-
tion as the eighth and final leader of
a communist superpower that had
already gone out of existence.

On this date:

InA.D. 336, the first known com-
memoration of Christmas on Dec.
25 took place in Rome.

In 1776, Gen. George Washington
and his troops crossed the Dela-
ware River for a surprise attack
against Hessian forces at Trenton,
New Jersey, during the American
Revolutionary War.

In 2006, James Brown, the “God-
father of Soul,” died in Atlanta at
age 73.

Ten years ago: Five members of
a family — three children and their
grandparents — died in a Christmas
morning blaze in Stamford, Con-
necticut, that was blamed on burn-
ing embers in a trash can.

Five years ago: George Michael,
who rocketed to stardom with
WHAM! and went on to enjoy a long
and celebrated solo career, died at
his home in Goring, England, at age
53.

One year ago: A recreational
vehicle parked in the deserted
streets of downtown Nashville
exploded early Christmas morning,
damaging dozens of buildings,
causing widespread communica-
tions outages and grounding holi-
day travel at the city’s airport;
investigators later determined that
the bomber, a 63-year-old Nash-
ville-area man, was killed in the
explosion.

Today’s Birthdays: R&B singer
John Edwards (The Spinners) is 77.
Singer Jimmy Buffett is 75. Pro and
College Football Hall-of-Famer
Larry Csonka is 75. Country singer
Barbara Mandrell is 73. Actor Sissy
Spacek is 72. Singer Annie Lennox
is 67.

ALERT CITRUS SIGNUP

M To register for the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office’s
Alert Citrus weather program, visit www.
sheriffcitrus.org and click on the links to register.

H Create a profile, list how you want to be contacted
in case of a weather emergency (text, mobile
phone, home phone, email), then include the
address(es) you want alerts for. You can choose

what types of emergencies you want to hear about,
and set a quiet period for no conduct.

Hl Those without computer access may call 352-249-

COUNTY
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YESTERDAY’S WEATHER
HI/LO PR City H L Pcast City H L PFcast
: n/a/n/a n/a DaytonaBch. 75 56 s Miami 78 67 s
reo\ oLz « Fort Lauderdale 80 63 s Ocala 75 55 s
mEO . W Fort Myers 78 58 s Orlando 77 56 s
E R \LA($< Gainesville 73 56 s Pensacola 76 62 pc
CRYSTAL RIVER f:_vém'v \;i‘:#:m Homestead 80 61 s Sarasota 76 62 s
B - " 4 fH/LO PR Jacksonville 74 57 s Tallahassee 74 59 pc
| n/ajn/a njal KeyWest 78 68 pc  Tampa 76 61 s
— ¥TD nja| Lakeland 76 56 s VeroBeach 78 56 s
G WVERNESS —~ Melbourne 78 56 s W. PalmBch. 77 66 s
HOMOSASS! HOMOSASSA - \) )
C=s @u_ wmiAcoocHEs {} N ;;:f: ¢ MARINE OUTLOOK
HI/LO PR ‘)‘f;:’.'%] Today: South winds around 10 knots  Gulf water 9705
n/a/n/a n/a O o L IPAP) then becoming southwest early inthe  {emperature :
 crmssanownzka | WooDs afternoon, then diminishing to around
ig? 0 7 \ _H 5 knots late in the aftc_arnoon. Seas 2 4 O
Legend YTD Yearto [HI/LO PR | MI[LO PR fectoress. Bayand infand waters a LotTRY S
Prociptation v n/a/n/a n/a n/a/n/a n/a Taken at Crystal River
Exclusive daily LAKE LEVELS
T ok ecation . PR DU rw
ithlacoochee at Holder . . .
TODAY & TOMORROW MORNING Tsala Apopka-Hernando ~ 37.82 37.82 38.66
igh: 73° Low: 48 Tsala Apopka-Inverness 39.15 39.15 39.73
Mostly sunny. Tsala Apopka-Floral City 40.32 40.33 41.37

High: 74°
Mostly sunny.

Low: 59°

SUNDAY & MONDAY MORNING

Levels reported in feet above sea level. Flood stage for lakes are based on 2.33-year flood,
the mean-annual flood which has a 43-precent chance of being equaled or exceeded in
any one year. This data is obtained from the Southwest Florida Water Management District

and is subject to revision. In no event will the District or the United States Geological Survey
be liable for any damages arising out of the use of this data. If you have any questions you
should contact the Hydrological Data Section at (352) 796-7211.

MONDAY & TUESDAY MORNING

THE NATION
[BOS) 10s  20s [J808Y 40s [50s7| 60s 70s [80s [J8BSNI00S] 110s

High: 78° Low: 55°
Mostly Sunny
Data from
ALMANAC Crystal River Airport
TEMPERATURE DEW POINT
\R(,estegiay ;%‘112 Yesterday at 3 p.m. n/a
ecord*
Normal 71/43 | HUMIDITY
Mean temp. 57 | Yesterday at 3 p.m. 91%
Departure from mean 4 POLLEN COUNT**
PRECIPITATION Predominant: Trees
Yesterday 0.01" | sat | |
Total for the month 0.84" low med high
Total for the year 62.50" | *Light - only extreme allergic will show symp-
Normal for the year 51.22" | toms, moderate - most allergic will experience
As reported from https://citrusmosquito.org symptoms, heavy - all allergic will experience
UV INDEX: | ; symptors.
0-2minimal, 3-4low, 5-6 moderate, AIR QUALITY
7-9 high, 10+ very high FRI SAT
BAROMETRIC PRESSURE | Yesterday observed Good City H L Pcp. H L Fost
30.21 Pollutant PM2.5 )
Provided b Albany 27 21 0.08 41 34 ra
SOLUNAR TABLES zsmcom  Albudlerque 52 45 Trace 55 57 me
sheville X s
DATE DAY MINOR MAJOR MINOR MAJOR
MORNING AFTERNOON Atlanta 57 30 0.00 69 56 mc
( ) ( ) Atlantic City 48 34 0.00 55 45 ra
12/25 SATURDAY 7:20 5:20 5:38 5:43 Austin 67 62 0.00 84 63 pc
12/26 SUNDAY  7:20 6:05 5:39 6:27 Baltimore 54 87000 63 45 sh
Billings 36 27 Trace 30 7 ss
CELESTIAL OUTLOOK Birmingham 62 46 0.00 73 59 mc
X Boise 34 27 0.27 39 27 sn
SUNSET TONIGHT 5:38 pm Boston 27 23 Trace 37 34 ra
SUNRISE TOMORROW..................... 7:20 am Buffalo 39 30 0.12 47 36 ra
MOONRISE TODAY 11:38 pm Burlington, VT 25 12 0.00 35 27 sh
. Charleston, SC 64 34 0.00 70 56 s
Dec26 Jan2 Jan9 Janl17 MOONSET TODAY ......................... 11:53 am Charleston. WY 50 50 0.00 69 48 sh
Charlotte 59 35 0.00 67 53 pc
BURN CONDITIONS Chicago 52 37 Trace 45 31 ra
’s Fi is: MODERATE. There is no burn ban. Cincinnati 56 45 000 66 41 sh
Todays.Flre Panger In#ex Is o Cleveland 54 43 Trace 56 34 sh
For more information call Florida Division of Forestry at (352) 797-4140. For more Columbia, SC 61 32 0.00 69 54 pc
information on wi_Idfire con_di_tipns, plgase vis_itthe Division c_)f For_estry’sWeb site: Columbué OH 54 45 0:00 58 40 sh
www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire Concord, NH 21 10 000 31 28 ra
WATERING RULES Dallas 73 60 0.00 82 60 pc
" I . Denver 50 35 0.00 56 28 s
For establl;hed Igwns and landscapes, irrigation may occur during only one (1) Des Moines 52 39 Trace 46 25 pc
of the specified time periods, 12:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., or 4:00 p.m. - 11:59 p.m., Detroit 47 30 Trace 50 31 sh
on the allowable watering days below: El Paso 70 50 0.00 72 56 pc
. P Evansville, IN 57 46 0.00 71 43 mc
Addresses with house numbers ending in: Harrisburg 45 30 0.00 52 39 ra
0-1 Monday 6-7 Thursday Hartford 27 21 0.13 40 35 ra
5.3 T a Houston 76 63 0.00 82 66 pc
- uesday 8-9-or- Indianapolis 54 48 0.00 62 37 sh
4-5 Wednesday Common Areas Friday Kansas City 64 45 0.00 55 37 pc
Las Vegas 57 54 0.06 59 43 pc
Questions, concerns or reporting violations, please call: City of Inverness at Little Rock 65 57 0.00 75 52 pc
352-726-2321; City of Crystal River at 352-795-4216, Ext. 313; unincorporated Los Angeles 57 54 1.94 58 44 ra
Citrus County at 352-527-7669. For more information, visit: kﬁﬁ;’;":g 23 2‘7‘ g-gg ;g ‘5“3‘ Smhc
https://www.citrusbocc.com/departments/water_resources/watering_restrictions.php Milwaukee 46 23 000 37 27 me
TIDES Minneapolis 43 28 Trace 23 13 sn
. . Mobil 67 43 0.00 76 60
*From mouths of rivers **At King’s Bay ***At Mason’s Creek Mgnltgomery 67 34 000 76 59 gi
city i hSATURDAY L Nashville 61 50 0.00 77 49 mc
i ig ow - .
Chassahowitzka*10:08 am. 0.6 ft 10:56 p.m. 0.3ft 2:17am. 0.1ft 6:28p.m. 0.1ft gi\f!ozg_coynmous. °“E.';’“°.'V' .
Crystal River®  812am. 21ft 9:17pm. 1.7ft 209am. 08ft 3:21p.m. 0.3ft pc=pa;tly loudy; ra=rain; r I
Withlacoochee* 4:53am. 2.8ft 6:20 p.m. 2.6ft 12:07am. 1.0ft 12:38 p.m. -0.1ft snow; s=sunny; sh=showers;
Homosassa** 8:44am. 12ft 10:17 p.m. 0.8ft 3:11am. 0.3ft 448p.m. 0.1ft h s; t=thunderstorms
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FORECAST FOR 3:00 P.M.

Saturday
FRI SAT

City H L Pcp. HLFcst
New Orleans 75 55 0.00 80 62 pc
New York City 37 30 0.04 50 43 ra
Norfolk 57 39 0.00 67 52 pc
Oklahoma City 70 57 0.00 71 51 pc
Omaha 44 34 0.00 50 28 s
Palm Springs 58 55 0.98 61 46 sh
Philadelphia 48 36 Trace 55 43 ra
Phoenix 66 54 0.44 65 51 sh
Pittsburgh 55 48 0.00 60 39 ra
Portland, ME 25 14 0.00 31 27 rs
Portland, OR 43 39 0.29 41 31 rs
Providence, Rl 27 23 0.14 41 35 ra
Raleigh 54 35 0.00 67 53 pc
Rapid City 52 35 0.00 41 22 s
Reno 37 35 0.72 39 22 sn
Rochester, NY 36 28 0.06 46 36 ra
Sacramento 52 48 0.32 47 38 sh
Salt Lake City 40 37 0.11 43 30 rs
San Antonio 66 54 0.00 81 61 pc
San Diego 61 57 0.83 58 51 sh
San Francisco 54 50 0.30 55 45 sh
Savannah 67 36 0.00 71 57 s
Seattle 39 37 0.07 38 28 rs
Spokane 36 33 0.02 34 20 sn
St. Louis 63 41 0.00 65 38 pc
St. Ste Marie 36 27 Trace 35 22 mc
Syracuse 34 23 0.14 43 36 ra
Topeka 63 34 0.00 57 36 s
Washington 52 39 0.00 66 48 sh

YESTERDAY'’S NATIONAL HIGH & LOW
HIGH 81, Sebastian, Fla.
LOW -12, Berlin, N.H.

WORLD CITIES

FRI
CITY H/L/SKY
Acapulco 87/69/s
Amsterdam 37/30/sn
Athens 55/45/s
Beijing 21/14/s
Berlin 28/23/s
Bermuda  67/65/pc
Cairo 65/51/s
Calgary  -11/-13/sn
Havana 80/71/ra

Hong Kong 68/67/mc
Jerusalem  50/42/s

Lisbon

London
Madrid

Mexico City
Montreal

Moscow

Paris
Rio
Rome
Sydney
Tokyo
Toronto
Warsaw

62/56/ra
48/44/ra
48/46/ra

75/58/s
23/16/sn
23/11/sn
48/47/ra
78/67Ira
56/54/ra
79/68/ra
54/45/ra
39/36/ra
28/23/sn
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Penny Sue Hesselberg
Feb. 7, 1943 - July 10, 2021

Penny Sue Hessel- |
berg 2-7-43 to 7-10-
21

Thinking of you
during this holiday
season, Penny went
on to be with her
Lord and Savior this
summer and her parents
that went on before her that
she missed so dearly.

Penny was a loving step-
mother, daughter, cousin
and friend to many! She
enjoyed keeping in touch
and talking with all of
those she loved over the
telephone, and in person
we all will miss her hand
written notes letters and
cards!

Born in Kansas City
Penny was raised in the
Greater Detroit area after
high school she received
her degree in teaching
from Whittenburg Univer-
sity in Ohio. Penny was
very active in her com-
munity she was raised in
the Lutheran Church and

enjoyed her Bible
! study and discover
¥ group at her Meth-

¢ | odist church in
Crystal River. She
also did volunteer
work and felt it was
important to do this
in her older years to give
back to her community
she enjoyed reading shar-
ing books with her friends
dining out and her reality
television, Motown music
and playing her piano!
She enjoyed life at every
stage, we all remember
her as a intelligent kind
loving, a very thoughtful
and generous spirit.

Every year you wrote a
Christmas letter letting us
all know the highlights of
your year and i write this
letting you know you were
one of the highlights of my
life. Missing you especial-
ly this time of year and will
cherish all that you taught
us and memories of times
past we shared!

Scott Applewhite / AP
Nelson Mandela, left, and former U.S. president Bill Clinton
look to the outside from Mandela’s Robben Island prison cell
in Cape Town, South Africa, March 27, 1998.

South African minister
objects to sale of
Mandela’s cell key

By ANDREW MELDRUM
Associated Press

JOHANNESBURG
A South African Cabinet
minister on Friday urged
the cancellation of an up-
coming U.S. auction of a
key to the Robben Island
prison cell where Nelson
Mandela, the country’s
first Black president, was
long jailed for his opposi-
tion to apartheid.

The key is among Man-
dela memorabilia being
sold by Guernsey’s auction
house in New York on Jan.
28. Most of the items were
provided by members of
Mandela’s family to raise
funds for a planned mu-
seum and garden around
his grave, while the key is
being sold by Mandela’s
former jailer who became
his friend.

“It is unfathomable for
Guernsey’s, which is clear-
ly aware of the painful
history of our country and
the symbolism of the key,
to consider auctioning the
key without any consulta-
tion with the South African
government, the heritage
authorities in South Africa
and Robben Island Mu-
seum,” Minister of Sport,
Arts, and Culture Nathi
Mthethwa said in a state-
ment.

“This key belongs to the
people of South Africa
under the care of Robben
Island Museum and the
South African State. It is
not anyone’s personal be-
longing,” said Mthethwa.

In response, the auction
house said the proceeds of
the sale are to raise funds
to build a 24-acre memo-
rial garden and museum
around Mandela’s buri-
al site. Mandela’s oldest
daughter, Makaziwe Man-
dela-Amuah, approached
Guernsey’s to hold an
auction of Mandela mem-
orabilia to help build the
garden, Arlan Ettinger,
president of Guernsey’s,
told The Associated Press.

“We are honored to sell
many items from the Man-

I Brown Funeral Home & Crematory

dela family to help them
create the garden,” Ettinger
said. The 33 objects to be
auctioned include one of
Mandela’s colorful shirts,
gifts from former U.S.
presidents Barack Obama
and George W. Bush, as
well as items that he signed
and artwork.

The key to his former jail
cell is one of three items
put up for sale by Christo
Brand, Mandela’s Robben
Island jailer.

A draft of South Africa’s
constitution that Mandela
inscribed to Brand and an
exercise bicycle Mandela
used were also provided
for the auction by Brand.
Brand’s representative
could not be reached for
comment Friday.

The key has been in
Brand’s possession for
many years and has been
exhibited internationally,
said Ettinger. Mandela’s
daughter has approved its
sale and a portion of the
proceeds will go to the gar-
den fund, he said.

“The key symbolizes
the worst and the best of
humanity,” said Ettinger.
“The key locked up Mr.
Mandela for his opposition
to racial oppression and
that was horrendous. The
key also freed him and he
went from prisoner to pres-
ident of South Africa and
became the inspiration for
millions of people around
the world. It seems fitting
that the sale of the key can
now help raise funds to
create a memorial around
Mr. Mandela’s burial site.”

Mthethwa, the minister
of culture, said he will take
action to stop the key’s
auction.

“The key must be re-
turned to its rightful own-
ers with immediate effect
and this auction must be
halted,” said Mthethwa
who added that he was
discussing with authori-
ties “appropriate steps that
must be taken to stop the
auction and to secure the
return of the key to South
Africa”

Floral City man arrested for explosive devices

By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

A Floral City man was
taken into custody after
the Citrus County Sheriff’s
Office bomb squad found a
homemade explosive in his
bedroom during a response
to a threat.

Local authorities arrested
53-year-old William Estill
Skaggs Tuesday, Dec. 21,
on a charge of possessing a
destructive device with in-
tent to cause bodily harm or
damage property.

Skaggs was jailed under a
$5,000 bond, which a judge
left unchanged at Skaggs’
first court appearance on
Wednesday. Jan. 19 was set

as Skaggs’ arraignment.
According to Skaggs’ ar-
rest report, obtained Thurs-
day, sheriff’s office deputies
responded
Monday to a
bomb threat
reported at
Skaggs’ ad-
dress off of
South Flori-
da Avenue.
A witness
and family
member to Skaggs told in-
vestigators Skaggs showed
up to their house next door
asking for black powder.
When his relative hand-
ed him the powder, Skaggs
poured it into a plastic, egg-
shaped container, inside

which he installed two feet
of wiring before wrapping
the device in electrical tape.

Skaggs then said he was
going to blow up a vehicle
and house, according to his
arrest report, but his family
member talked him out of
acting out his plans.

Roughly 15 minutes later,
more arguing was heard at
Skaggs® house, prompt-
ing the sheriff’s office to
be called about Skaggs’
intentions with the black
powder.

Skaggs, according to his
arrest report, told deputies
the witnesses were lying to
get him put in jail. He also
refused to give authorities
consent to search his bed-

room until there was a war-
rant to do so.

After obtaining a search
warrant, the sheriff’s of-
fice bomb squad found and
seized two explosive de-
vices — one of which was
inoperable — from Skaggs’
bedroom.

According to his arrest
report, Skaggs told depu-
ties he makes his own “fire-
crackers,” including one he
made several hours before
law enforcement arrived at
his house.

Contact Chronicle reporter
Buster Thompson at 352-564-
2916, bthompson@chronicle
online.com or visit tinyurl.com/
yxn2ahso to see more of his
stories.
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Carolyn Kaster / AP

President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden greet patients at Children’s National Hospital in Washington on Friday.

Continuing tradition, Biden, first lady
visit hospitalized kids on Christmas Eve

By ALEXANDRA JAFFE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Joe Biden and first lady
Jill Biden brought some
Christmas Eve cheer to
hospitalized children who
aren’t well enough to go
home for the holidays.

It’s longstanding tradition
for first ladies to visit Chil-
dren’s National Hospital
at Christmastime, but Joe
Biden’s visit on Friday was
a surprise. It marked the
first time that a sitting pres-
ident had joined the fun, the
White House said.

It wasn’t the only tradition
that the president joined in on
Friday. Jill Biden answered
calls to the the North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defense
Command’s Santa tracking
service, another longstand-
ing tradition for first ladies,
and she was joined by Biden
for the calls.

At the hospital, the Bidens
spoke with a group of chil-
dren making lanterns as part
of a winter craft project,
asking each one what they
drew on their lanterns. Some
drew family, snowmen or
other holiday-themed art.

They both spoke to a
child who said the hospital
“helped him when he was
down.”

“Well we hope we're
bringing you some joy to-
day,” Jill Biden responded.

The president added,
“You’re bringing us some
joy, pal.”

Biden also pulled out his
phone to show the kids pho-
tos of his new dog, Com-
mander, a nearly 4-month-
old German Shepherd puppy.
The dog joined the family
this week and was seen play-
ing with a handler on the
South Lawn of the White
House complex earlier Fri-
day before the Bidens left for
their visit to the hospital.

“His name is Command-
er!” Jill Biden told the kids.

Lecanto, Florida
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FRANCIS THURMAN, JR
Service: Thurs. 1/6, 12:30 PM
Florida National 2:30 PM
BART CHISHOLM-Private Arrangements

726-8323 50019209

Carolyn Kaster / AP

President Joe Biden visits with a patient at Children’s National Hospital in Washington.

“And this morning he was
eating my slippers!”

The president and first lady
then sat before the hospital’s
Christmas tree, where Jill
Biden read “Olaf’s Night
Before Christmas” to the
kids, which was broadcast
to hundreds of children in
their rooms at the hospital.

The Walt Disney Co. pro-
vided copies of the book
for each patient so they can
follow along with the first
lady, the White House said.
Each book includes a White
House bookmark designed
by her office.

The annual tradition of
a hospital visit by the first
lady dates to Bess Truman,
who served in the role from
1945-1953.

Before returning to the
‘White House, the two stopped
briefly at a Jill Biden-themed
Christmas tree set up on the
street in D.C.’s Dupont Circle
neighborhood by a local busi-

To Place Your
“In Memory” ad,

Contact Anna Torcuator
352-564-2917 or email:

anna.torcuator@chronicleonline.com

Closing time for placing
ad is 4 business days
prior to run date.

There are advanced
deadlines for holidays.

ness owner. The president
hung the 2021 White House
Christmas ornament on one
of the branches, nestled be-
tween large cutouts of Jill’s
face dotting the tree.

Back at the White House,
the two capped off their
Christmas  Eve  festivi-
ties by answering calls for
NORAD, as they watched
Santa soar over the United
Arab Emirates on the Santa
tracker screens. They took
three largely pleasant phone
calls from kids and parents,

though one father capped
off an otherwise polite con-
versation with the president
by wishing him a happy
holidays and adding, “Let’s
go Brandon!” before hang-
ing up. The phrase has be-
come widely used by con-
servatives as a stand-in for a
more vulgar epithet against
the president.

Biden didn’t seem to catch
the caller’s intent, however
— he responded, “Let’s go
Brandon, I agree” as the call
came to an end.

@ Home Instead.
fo U, Lé/oma/m/

Do Ypu Have

paddign

For Helping

Others?

* Flexible Hours

« Starting Pay

$12.00 Per Hour

or go to Homelnstead.com/671

License # HHA29993253

50009620
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From page At

the Reece’s Rainbow spe-
cial needs adoption support
agency website.

When they saw his pic-
ture and read his story, they
knew he was the one they
wanted as their own.

First day in America

The Vitters had heard from
other adoptive parents that
transitioning from orphan-
age to a forever home can be
challenging, especially with
children who have spent their
entire lives in an orphanage.

But when Maxim got out
of the car and entered his
new home in Inverness, he
acted like it was always his.

“He was running around,
exploring the whole house,”
Priscilla said.

The only problem they had
with him was bedtime. He
didn’t want to go to sleep.

So, Priscilla would lie
down with him every night
for about a month so he
would be calm and eventu-
ally go to sleep.

“He loves everyone, but
he’s especially close to Pris-
cilla and Robert,” Lara said.
“They’re the ones who can
calm him.”

Maxim’s two big brothers,
James and Samuel, said they
love their new brother.

“He’s the cutest brother in
the whole world,” James said.

“I like to play blocks with
him,” Samuel said.

Samuel, the artist of the
family, made Maxim a bunch
of drawings, and Maxim
loved looking at them.

“He’s changing us,” Lara
said. “I had wanted to go to
Africa to be a missionary,
but when we were in Italy,
I would complain about not
having a dryer or a wash-
ing machine. I didn’t real-
ize how much of a spoiled
American I was.

“And now, here’s Maxim
who has difficulty using his
hands, yet he’s so happy,”
she said. “So, he’s teaching
me to be thankful for the
ease that we have.”

She said they all realize
that life isn’t going to be
easy for Maxim.

Samuel was especially
upset one day because of
the way people stare at

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Samuel Vitter, 6, right, hugs his brother Maxim, 3, in their Inverness home Friday, Dec. 17. The
younger brother has been adopted by the Vitter family which includes five siblings.

his little brother.
“Everywhere we go, peo-
ple always comment on how
cute my kids are, and now
they’re aware that Maxim
looks different, and that
bothered Samuel,” Lara said.
So, she told her kids of
her plan: Whenever some-
one was staring, she would
ask them if they wanted to
meet Maxim, because once
he starts smiling and inter-
acting, he wins people over.
“We’ve met so many peo-
ple by opening it up,” she
said. “With kids, I tell them,
‘Sometimes I stare at things
that are weird or different.
Do you want to meet Max-
im? Let’s talk about it.””

Facing the future

This past Nov. 9, Maxim
was at UF Health Shands
Hospital undergoing cranial
surgery to open space in his
skull, which also makes his
head more round and less
elongated.

By the second day after
his surgery, he was smiling.

On the third day when
he came home, it was as if
nothing had happened.

He wears a protective hel-
met, and that’s not even an
issue for him.

“He’s one of the easiest
kids I've ever been around,”

Lara said. “He’s full of joy.” highlight of his day is to help

In 2022, Maxim is set to
have six more surgeries, in-
cluding four on his hands.

Eventually, he will need jaw
and dental surgeries and sur-

gery on his eye sockets, and E
around age 9 he mightneeda *

face extension surgery.

Most people with Apert g

Syndrome have between 40
and 50 surgeries during their

lifetime, although the doctors 7"

estimate Maxim will need
less than 20.

“We thought that he had
heart problems, but the cardi-

ologist said he doesn’t,” Lara

said.

For the Vitters, who are F =

part of Christ Community
Church in Lecanto where

Robert is associate pastor, |

the entire congregation has
cared for them and prayed
for them through every step
of the adoption process and
continues to do so.

“We’re just so excited for
the whole community to get
to know him, because adop-
tion isn’t just you take a kid
in. It’s being a part of his
life, playing with him and
praying for us,” Lara said.

“We are so grateful, and

we’re sure thankful he’s a part
of our family,” Robert said.
“He’s my little shadow. His
favorite thing is to work. The

Merry Christmas

During this holiday season,
we wish you all the best.

Brian Fitzpatrick
Financial Advisor

103 Us Hwy 41S
Inverness, FL 34450
352-860-2839

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

50017739

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Dad. It’s pretty amazing.”
Nancy Kennedy can be reached

at 352-564-2927 or by email at

nkennedy@chronicleonline.com.

James Vitter, 4, left, runs alongside his brother Maxim, 3, in their
Inverness yard Friday, Dec. 17. Due to a medical condition the
younger brother must wear a protective helmet to protect his
head in case he falls.

NN N
y Chrigtmag
From All of Ug

We appreciate all of the sweet thinge
you've done for ug thig year, and we wich
you the very begt!

CRYSTAL RIVER
700 SE 5th Terrace Ste. 11
352-795-5700
DUNNELLON
20450 E Pennsylvania Ave
352-448-1772
INVERNESS
2525 Hwy 44 W
352-419-6565

-

Gardner Audiology

See a Doctor, Not a Salesman
www.gardneraudiology.com

8¥.LL100S

from our family to yours!

As we approach the end of the year, we want to
thank our customers for their continuing business.
We know you have many choices and we are
grateful that you have chosen us to serve you.
We will always treat you like family and
give you the best service in town.

Michael’s

685 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy.

(1 Mile West of Lowe's on Hwy, 44)
341-0813 &<l

INC.
y HIPER
Where Quality and Value Come Together “w
MON.-FRI. 8:30-5, Sat. 9-4, Evenings By Appt.
www.michaelsfloorcoveringinc.net

n Find us on: BEST
facebook. SINNER
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From page At

$9 million for an animal
shelter, with maximum
borrowing of $7.5 million.
Conditions at the existing
shelter are cramped and
getting worse, the county
said.

In related news:

Citrus County Animal
Services (CCAS) has
suspended its Communi-
ty Cat Trap-Neuter-Vac-
cinate-Return  (TNVR)

program until further no-

tice. The program allows
residents to bring feral
cats to the facility where
they are neutered/spayed,
vaccinated, and released
back into their original
environment.

The agency 1is un-
able to provide the ser-
vice until further notice
due to staff availabili-
ty, according to county
spokeswoman  Veronica
Kampschroer.

Michael D. Bates is a staff
writer with the Citrus County
Chronicle and can be reached at
mbates@chronicleonline.com

in every US state.
Early studies suggest

COVID

From page A1 that the new variant is 70
percent less likely than
Florida and 62,264 the previous Delta vari-

ant to result in the infect-
ed needing hospital care.
However, studies also
show that the new vari-
ant is more transmissible
and booster vaccinations
waned faster with the
Omicron variant than the
Delta.

Fred Hiers is a reporter at the
Citrus Chronicle. E-mail him
at fred.hiers@chronicleonline.
com

deaths, according to the
New York Times, which
collects the COVID-19
data.

In the United States,
there have been 51.6
million cases and more
than 811,000 deaths, ac-
cording to the New York
Times.

As for the new Omi-
cron variant of the virus,
it has now been detected

50008814

Centers for Disease Control

S

Our Services Include...
» Home Enhancement
« Competitive Pricing

« Seller Expectations

(352) 212-6090 - Mobile
(352) 212-5886 - Office
rhonda@ignitedrealty.com
www.ignitedrealty.com

Call Today.
See What We can do for you.

« Bringing You The Buyer

——

IGNITED REALTY
LISTING SPECIALIST

BROKER-OWNER

50019439

g MIGLIACCIO

REALTOR®

352-422-3261
o Pesidenlind o Commercind s Lty o Punches

Wishing all of my past, present
and future customers a

"... My Customers ALWAYS come first!"

AndreaWorks4U@Gmail.com
(#e) LivelnCitrusCounty.com

Office: 352-541-4000
5414 N. Lecanto Hwy. Beverly Hills, FL

REALTORS"

50018575

;fw@ the Cometican EDveam
@mwﬁmm

Serving Citrus
county for 31
years, | am
here to help you
make that
dream come
true.

If you are
looking to buy
or sell, please

call Barbara
Mills.

Barbara Mills - Tropic Shores Realty

(352) 422-6236

50010920

Ask About Kathy’s Curb Appeal Advantage!

Kathy is a full-time Realtor® serving Citrus

County with over 14 successful years of
experience working with BUYERS & SELLERS.

50010928

The COMMITMENTS she makes to her clients
to be honest and available means KATHY IS A
GREAT CHOICE. Call for a free market analysis!

Call 352-325-5525

www.kathygreensellshomes.com i

Residential Homes | Golf Course Homes
Pool Homes | Greenbelt Homes | Forever Homes

Whether selling or buying, allow me to guide
you through every step of the process.

Sharon A. Middleton
Broker Associate

Call: 518-755-3232
SharonMidd75@gmail.com
www.SharonMiddleton.com

e 35+ years of experience as a broker
in both NY and FL.

e Consistent multi-million $ agent representing
premier properties in Citrus County.

¢ Residing and specializing in Pine Ridge.

¢ Relocation expertise.

e Complimentary home analysis and professional
photography, including drone.

TROPIC
[E SHORES
REALTY

REALTOR

WMoy Clnistmas  MWeny Clnistmas  MWerny Chnistmas  MWerny Clinistmas

( @PRO ,

No Other Fees
www.discountrealtyflorida.com
Sellers SAVE $3,000 or More!

B DRFA

EI MLS www.discountrealtyflorida.com
Call or-Text 352-453-9380

Lic. Real Estate Broker - Citrus County

JR MARTIN,
Owner

00004615

Creating Memories, 7
One Home

pites

REALTOR

KELLERWILLIAMS,
ELITE PARTNERS REALTY §
Cell: 352-212-3673

KJSpires@SellCitrus.com

www.KatieSpires.com

50010930

Homalight

Your
“Tech-Savvy”
Citrus County
Realtor with
Over 40 Years
Experience!
Rod utilizes the latest technologies & social media
strategies to create maximum market exposure for sellers,

and his 40+ years in the business provides buyers with
an informative and enjoyable home buying experience.

Call me for a complimentary copy of my book.

Cell (352) 436-3531 TROPIC
info@BuyCitrusHomes.com ‘%SHORES
REALTY

BuyCitrusHomes.com

50010924
I

Meck

REAL ESTATE

Experience Counts! Contact
Sharon Strawn. Buying or selling,
I'll work hard to get it done right!

Sharon@MeekEstate.com

(352) 634-2617

50011657

We would be honored to
help you or someone you
know explore real estate
options in this very
aggressive market!

Call me today and let’s get your

HOME SOLD!

Licensed Real Estate Agent
Call 352-212-3038

amy.meek@meekrealestate.com

50009616

JOSEPH N.
ALEXANDER

Broker / President
(352) 795-6633

joe@alexre.com
www.alexre.com

A consistent multi-million dollar producer,
Joe brings over 15 years of legal acumen to
the practice of real estate sales. Joe is
proud to be a part of Alexander Real Estate,
Inc, which has been serving Citrus County
since 1984.

ALEXANDER

REAL ESTATE, INC.

Like Us On f
facebook

150010922

Selling * Buying
Investing?

Real Estate Professional |
Serving Citrus &
Surrounding Counties

*99.7% YTD List to Close Price
« Best of Zillow Premier Agent
e dkok 5 Stars Customer Rating

It's Always a
Win With Lynn!
Lynn Harris |

.352.269.8499 |

¥4 Iynn.harris@eracitrus.com
) www CitrusHometownProperties.com

61581005

RACC Realtor of

the Year 2020

oF G T .

American
SUNCOast:

REALTY]
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Wishing you
Happy Holidays
and a Successful
New Year!

Tlle l}nrnmcle Leader Team GIIIISISIIII!I ‘of nine members,
%nas a combined 220 years of service here.

0ur current staff has well over 1,000 years of
\work exnerlence at the cnromcle |

VMWW 4
WemPWh&HW
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P ecious Paws

Rescue, Inc. “
0 ! R@cumg pets four paws at a time”

% 352-726-4700 &
adoptapet.com/preciouspawsflorida

000ZJS2

joyous
nocl!

With best wishes

to all of our friends
and neighbors this
holiday season.

MIDSTATE ~
GLASS Serlgtirgcgu;rg;;;"nunty

Your Complete Glass Company

:{1:41]3 4 352_726_5946 2319 HWY 44 WEST

INVERNESS

"Buy with Confidence from
People Who Care"

9800 N Citrus Ave. Crystal River, FL 34428

352-795-7820

000ZK4G

’ Merry Christmas'an Prosperaus New Year
' y'omymu-chramde&lleshm' 2nto

T

Merry Christmas & Happy Jlew Year!!

Landscaping
& Tree Work ?
FOWLER LAM

A COMPLETE LAWN CARE COMPANY

il Jeremy Fowler

5 (352) 613-4143

BEST/

% Licensed & Insured ¢ Free Estimates -

A A o b A b o A o A &

,&.%/’W% 6,/ tmas! %

“WE DON'T COMPETE = “*

WITH OTHERS, OTHERS “*
COMPETE WITH US” -

* Closings in Your Office or Ours < Evening/Weekend Closings -~
* We Will Close Any Cash Deal Within 24 Hours

of the Nature Coast, Inc. &
Shamrock Closing Services 4

Gadddedass

BRENDA L. BUTA (Owner/Agent)
352-563-2727 attitie@a-titie.net

7655 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy, Suite 4,
Crystal River, FL

www.a-1title.net e 352-563-2727

mfo@adamsmarme.com o 877 447-1 950

& STAFF

352-563-0411

WINNER
aaaroofingfl@yahoo. com i 2 iPi

WISHING HAPPY
HOLIDAYS AND
NEW YEAR

from
THE CENTER FOR BONE AND JOINT DISEASE

cCBJJ0o

THE CENTER FOR BONE & |OINT DISEASE

CBJD-HOMOSASSA
8281 S. Suncoast Blvd.
Homosassa, FL 34446

(352) 597-2664

CBJD-HUDSON

7544 Jacque Rd.
Hudson, FL 34667
(727) 697-2200

CBJD-LUTZ
16506 Pointe Village Dr.
Suite 109 Lutz, FL 33558

(727) 605-3808

CBID-BROOKSVILLE
10221 Yale Ave.
Brooksville, FL 34613
(352) 596-0%900

‘“GQ“QGQG“

¢

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
resdeb@yahoo.com ‘

Ph: 634-2656 ‘

ovy Cluistmas & Happy &
meaﬂﬂ Pwat‘
&Fch@umto! §

WISH Yoy

——=—- AVERY -=——

A MERRY&
CHRISTMAS

SEel § Joa =
I AP P Y

NEW YEAR

\\\\\\

) s -
All signs point to a great year, and'we have customers like you to thak for it} We
greatly appreciate your support, and we look forward to your continued friendship.

We wish you and yours all the best this holiday!

Call Today For Exclusive Rebates & Discounts
On New Systems Or Annual Checkups

&P AIRYCONDITIONING
Turn to the experts THE ORIGINAL ... SINCE 1975
Locally Owned License# CAC010415

& Operated

50020796

L
W
[y
| 4
4
|

50020763

LMIZ000

Mon.- Fri.10to 5

‘ COAST Sat.10to 2

W MINISTRIES
Caring & Sharing with Dignity and Respect!
Appliances, Dentists & Volunteers Needed!
4546 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL - 352-419-4172

All Ts
Calm.
AllIs
Bright.

May the foliday

o bl vl

season bring peace, CRYSTAL RIVER 1050 SE US Hwy 19
nd ? . y

thyyiur FCLgrtf e A n’ Crystal River

With our thanRs, LUBE & REPAIR (352) 795-2333

—

Greaties

Blg Thanks.
Great Big Joy!

Wishing you an abundance of happiness and
good fortune this holiday season and all year!

Trg J. Michael Todd

TODD FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC Financia| Advisor

Preserving Your Wealth, Guiding Your Financial Future

154 SE 7th Ave.

g Crystal River, FL 34429 P
'] F*{ '- Cell (352) 634-0627 ’
} - @ www.Toddfinservices.com
— ] DA R (352) 621-8013 i
- >

Securities arldlAdVIb()l“j services offered through Centaurus Financial, Inc., member-FINRA and
SIPC.a Reglstered Inveslmem Advisor. Todd Financial Services LLC and Cenlaurus Financial

-not affiliated. Supemsory Branch: 2300 E Katella Ave Suite 200 Afiaheim, CA! 92806_

CRIDLAND REAL ESTATE

957 Lois Terrace, Suite 100, 20743 W. Pennsylvania Ave.
Inverness, FL 34452 Dunnellon, FL 34431

352-344-5535 352-489-4949
Cridland Enterprises, Inc
Property Management

We hope your heart is touched by that special feeling
of contentment only the holiday season can bring.

We're filled with gratitude for the support this community
has shown us throughout the year, and we wish you
the best and brightest of holidays!

SunCrest OMNI

Home Health

50015750

Serving Citrus and Hernando Counties
7028 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL 34429

?@{)2 .628.4900 - Ihc.group. com

License Number: 299991577 I‘-‘I
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Wlshmg youa %
Merry Christmas and
a Safe and Prosperous
New mew

O
‘AUTO CLINIC HaPPH New Year %
6617 W. GULF TO LAKE HWY. i

CRYSTAL RIVER, FL 34429 tO CVCrgOﬂCI

(352) 795-3681

DirksAutoClinic.com

For further information please call 1801 US Hwy. 19 /5 dirksauto@tampabay.rr.com
Crystal River, FL . 59 g Y

352-228-8325  jHewsmesatios

Happy Holidays
and A Great
New Year’

TO "I

YOUR LOCALLY OVWNE

PROUYSERiNG P [ G&R ‘I
CITRUS COUNTY N 7 el PHARMAC '

OVER 12 YE ARS' i : Caring For You & About You FPE pﬂ/Vﬁq
e rihe A\ g Hernando/Citrus Hills 1298 E Norvell Bryant Hwy. Unit D 419-8949

fg:"# g”;“ t Jim Green Jewelers , Beverly Hills 3791 N. Lecanto Huy, 527-3111
US HWY. 19 S, Crystal River Shopping Center = Homosassa 5691 S. Suncoast Blvd. Homosassa, I~ 628-0096

We Accept all Medicare part D, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Caremark, Express Scripts Insurances & More.

795-5118 SOJWITY WWW.GANDRPHARMACY.COM

www.jimgreenjewelers.com

000ZJR7

o Wtshmg You ol

Very MeTT Chxistmas
) eI 2]

@
8
2
o
8
e
3

Jeremy A. Ledger, DM.D., P.A.

W
oo L,_ Ledger Dentistry

Next to Ace in Homosassa

(352) 628 3443

CORMIER

Call 352-422-0751

My sincere wishes for Health, = T
Peace & Joy for you & yours! 4 Greefings —
Thnk you for your business. | Peace-(q)”n _Ear th

look forward to serving
you in the New Year!

TROPIC & (il 259-401. CIyman Strickland, LED
?anom:s@% Cell: 352-601-6664 e

REALTY /  Office: 352-503-4780 L.
—

Email: DebraClearlyFL@gmail.com
ebbiecleary.com

’MMny(hnﬂ%msﬁvdf”

&ﬂi“ﬁ 7

> ' r‘@l\;i;(,f 2
. Round of Thanks” /| _( *

ALL of Us To AL of Vou!
Happy Holldays'

» Serving All of Citrus & Surrounding Counties
+ Residential & Commercial Sales & Rentals
« Specialist of Downtown Crystal River Area

« \We are a full service agency

REALTOR® / BROKER / OWNER
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL / BUSINESS BROKER

Office: (352) 795-1600 « www.waybrightrealestate.com

0002175

™
™
L
|
|
||

50020763

.2

Metty Christmas
& Happy New Year

Accou’n%/l& ¥
Accounting & Income >

Tax Returns
'(‘i = 400 Tompkins Street  (352) 344-2888 or (352) 344-2480

Inverness, FL 34450 Fax (352) 637-5500

www.boblanesaccounting.com
: Email: rlanejr@tampabay.rr.com
rlane6063 @gmail. com £
'
o 53 years in Business # - 41 years in Inverness
o ' ~
|
i

f\\"‘) (@”)ﬁ
REAL PITGRILLIN'

' www.bubbaquesbba.com

CRYSTAL RiVER

LS | 631 N C:Ltrus Ave.
on Facebook: 4 PPES

SHO!
BubbaQue’s BBQ - Cryst er  OF MERITAGE VILLAGE

With - -
Our Thanks -
¢ Best Wishes, =

May your holiday and the new. 'y 8

be filled with health, happiness?
and prospenty|

000ZIPB

& mGDICﬂL

7939 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy.
Crystal River, FL ¢ 352-257-7874
1113 S. 14th St., Leesburg, FEe 352 409-5688

May your holiday season be filled with all of
the things that spark joy in your heart. ®
Thank you for making our year so special.

}9 .
|trus

/ " Multicare and
Dermatology Service

352 794-6385

255 SE 7th Ave., Suite 1, Crystal River, FL 34429
www.citrusderm.com | Open Monday - Friday from 8am to,5pm

I

®

50020135

Christmas wishesto aII...
along with working for a
greater life in the New Year!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED « QUALITY ROOFING SINCE 1967

REPAIRS - REROOFS - NEW CONSTRUCTION
AllTypes of Roofing: Shingles, Metal &Tile

Boulerice AV-N
CCC025464 QB0002180 ooFI N Mﬁ;{j’g!g!!!g
m R G GAF Master Elite Contractor

& SUPPLY INC. since 1998

000ZI16P

(352) 628-7445 * (352) 628-5079 * (866) 319-2952
FREE ESTIMATES — VETERANS REBATES AVAILABLE

LN\

QUALITY FIRST
ROOFING, LLLC

1391 N Lecanto Highway,
Lecanto, FL 352-220-7367

www.qualityfirstroofing.org

%l PREFERRED ol
£ CONTRACTOR 1o

United a
Way 8 =2
Urited Way of 3
Citrus County
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Third Florida-based
ship has outbreak

as state cases rise

MIAMI (AP) A
COVID-19 outbreak took
place on a South Flori-
da-based cruise ship for
the third time this week,
as the number of corona-
virus cases in Florida hit
its  second-highest lev-
el since the start of the
pandemic.

An undisclosed number
of passengers and crew
aboard the Carnival Free-
dom cruise caught the virus
so the ship was denied en-
try to Bonaire and Aruba,
Carnival said in a state-
ment.

The ship has 2,497 pas-
sengers and 1,112 crew
members and was sched-
uled to return to Miami on
Sunday following an 8-day
cruise. Passengers were
required to be vaccinated
and they were tested before
leaving last Saturday, ac-
cording to Carnival.

“Carnival Freedom is fol-
lowing all protocols and
has a small number on
board who are in isolation
due to a positive COVID
test,” the statement said.
“Our protocols anticipate
this possibility and we im-
plement them as necessary
to protect the health and
safety of our guests and
crew.”

Ashley Peterson, a pas-
senger on the ship, tweet-
ed a photo of a Dec. 22
letter from the ship’s cap-
tain apologizing for being
unable to make the stops
in Aruba and Bonaire.
The letter said passengers
would get $100 per room in

Jackie Burger
Sales Agent

Homosassa, FL 34448

Merry Chwistmas &
Happy New Year!
'ﬂ UnitedHealthcare

Medicare Solutions

3279 S. Suncoast Blvd.

jackxe burger54@gxnall com

Full Service Pack & Shlp Center

onboard credit and refunds
for excursions planned at
the two stops.

“We know these unex-
pected changes are disap-
pointing and impact your
cruise vacation, however
we trust you understand
this is outside our control,”
said the letter from Capt.
Mario Imbimbo.

It was the third outbreak
this week affecting cruise
ships operated by Carni-
val and Royal Caribbean
departing Miami and Fort
Lauderdale ports.

Meanwhile, Florida had
26,811 new COVID-19
cases on Thursday, the sec-
ond-highest daily number
since the start of the pan-
demic in the U.S. in March
2020, according to data
from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

The highest was in last
August when 27,802 cases
were reported.

Police: Shooter

arrested after

targeting

homeless people
MIAMI (AP) — Police in

South Florida announced

Thursday that they have
arrested a real estate agent

suspected of  hunting
homeless people.
Willy Suarez Maceo,

25, was initially jailed
early Thursday morning
on a trespassing charge,
and Interim Miami Po-
lice Chief Manuel Mo-
rales said during a news
conference that they were
planning to charge him
with a count of murder

and a count of attempted
murder.

Maceo is suspected in
two shootings that oc-
curred  Tuesday  night
about two hours apart, po-
lice said. One victim sur-
vived, but the other didn’t.
Detectives said video sur-
veillance footage placed
Maceo’s car at one of the
attacks, and then ballistics
testing showed the same
gun was used in both at-
tacks.

Investigators were also
working to connect Maceo
to a shooting from Octo-
ber, officials said.

Jail and court records
didn’t list an attorney for
Maceo.

Man arrested

in 2019 slaying

of Florida
transgender woman

LABELLE, Fla. (AP) —
Florida sheriff’s deputies
have arrested a man in
connection with the slay-
ing of a transgender wom-
an whose body was found
more than two years ago in
her burning car.

The Hendry County
Sheriff’s Office said Mar-
cus Lynell Thompson, 35,
is charged with being an
accessory after the fact
to first-degree = murder
and arson in the killing
of 23-year-old Bee Love
Slater.

Detectives did not reveal
more details or the motive
of the killing at a press
conference but said they
were confident they were
going to solve the murder
and there would be more

p 352-765-4770
m 610-360-2767
f 1-866-279-8514
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arrests. It is not yet clear if

Thompson knew Slater.
Media reports the FBI

helped detectives, in-

the sheriff’s office didn’t
say whether the slaying
was considered a hate
crime.

vestigating the case as
a hate crime because of
Slater’s gender identity.
At the press conference,

in your heart.

628 SE Hwy. 19,

May your holiday season
be filled with all of the
things that spark joy

Thank you for making
our year so special.
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Merry Christmas

And A Happy
New Year!

Joe Griffin, Owner / Operator

24 Hour Emergency service

000ZJPC

Crraus COunTY CHARITIES |

New clothing
store next door!

CITRUS COUNTY CHARITIES

THRIFT & MORE
FURNITURE * APPLIANCES * AND MORE

(352) 419-7900

=B Executive Director - Non-Profit Organization

415 S. Hwy. 41, Inverness FL 34450

PLEASE CALL FOR FREE DONATION PICK UP

Melyssa Schwartz

50020148

e

MIGLIACCIO

REALTOR®™

Witking all of my pait, present and future customers
a Merry Christmas & Joyful Holiday Feason!

Cilvug 352-422-3261

REALTORS’

Andreaworks4u@gmail.com
LivelnCitrusCounty.com

50016498

D @ -
*CORTER'S

LOCKSMITHINQ,‘

Wishes a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to all my g
Customers and Fellow Veterans!
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v/ Good Fortune
v Good Health

v/ Good Memories

Here's hoping your holiday season is all-good!
Thanks so much for making our year so merry with your visits.
We appreciate your friendship and your loyal patronage.

Merry Christmas!
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Woman brings Christmas back to Tampa street

By PAUL GUZZ0
Tampa Bay Times

TAMPA, Fla. — The city
of Tampa once marked the
start of the holiday season
by turning on Christmas

lights  strewn through-
out downtown’s Franklin
Street.

“It was the center of the
Christmas universe,” said
Victor DiMaio, who, as
a kid, spent winter break
with his mother Mercy as
she worked at Haber’s De-
partment Store on Franklin
Street.

Back then, Franklin Street
was also the center of the
“shopping universe,” he
said, so merchants decorat-
ed storefronts to put cus-
tomers in the holiday mood.

But then came the malls in
the 1970s and 1980s.

Franklin  Street
shuttered.

“It became a ghost town,”
DiMaio said. ‘“No more
Christmas lights.”

Until last year.

Kim Puleo, who owns

%

stores

786 N Suncoast Blvd.
Crystal River, FL 34429
352-503-0042

the office building at 1205
Franklin St., brought them
back.

For the second straight
holiday season, Puleo dec-
orated her three-story build-
ing with a musical Christ-
mas display, wrapped every
tree on her block with lights
and hung strands over the
street.

She hopes it inspires those
on neighboring blocks to
do the same in the coming
years.

“It would be great if this
extended down all of Frank-
lin Street,” said Puleo, who
has owned her building for
three years. “Let’s make it
like it used to be.”

But Puleo did not know
how it used to be when she
hung lights last year.

“I grew up in North Tam-
pa,” she said. “I didn’t come
to downtown much.”

Franklin Street is lively
again, a mix of retail and
residential spaces, restau-
rants, bars and offices.

But it was dark last year,
Puleo said, when businesses

temporarily shuttered due to
the pandemic.

“I just wanted to bring
some happiness back,” she
said. “Christmas lights felt
like a good way to do it.”

DiMaio, who leases an
office in Puleo’s building,
then told her of the history
of Franklin Street during
the holiday season. Others
showed her old photographs
from that era.

“I was not versed in that
at all,” Puleo said. “But I
thought, ‘Let’s make this a
thing.””

News archives report that
Franklin Street first became
the holiday hub in 1947.

“Brilliant Christmas dec-
orations brighten up Tam-
pa,” reads a Tampa Tribune
article from 1950. “The big
display is an expanding
project which was started
by the Merchants Associ-
ation three years ago. The
first year, colored lights
were strung across Frank-
lin St. Last year tinsel was
added.”

Tinfoil decorations were
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introduced in 1950, the ar-
ticle says.

It grew from there.

Old photographs show
man-made snow, Christmas
trees and parades, all on
Franklin Street.

“Every building had its
own Christmas display,’
DiMaio said. “Santa was at
Maas Brothers.”

Neighboring streets joined
in the festive fun, but Frank-
lin Street remained the hub.

Mayor Dick Greco “offi-
cially opened the shopping
season” when he “threw the
switch” to turn on Franklin
Street’s Christmas lights,

the Tribune wrote in 1967.
Greco then joined Santa for
an elephant ride through the
street.

Franklin Street continued
to headquarter downtown’s
holiday happenings through
the 1980s and 1990s, but
crowds dwindled as stores
went out of business.

“Franklin Street has a lot
of lunchtime activity, but,
other than that, it’s boarded
up,” the Tribune wrote in
1988.

“People started doing all
their shopping at malls,” Di-
Maio said. “Families went
there to see Santa.”

A

®

But Santa was back on
Franklin Street on Dec. 13
when Puleo had the lights
flipped on.

So was Mayor Jane Castor
and members of City Coun-
cil.

“It felt like old times,” Di-
Maio said.

Puleo hopes it becomes a
tradition.

“I’ve had so many people
who live and work in down-
town tell me how happy
these lights make them,” she
said. “So, why wouldn’t we
want to do this every year?
Why wouldn’t others want
to join in?”

"« Yuletide -
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May your days be merry and bright,
and may the joy of this special season fill
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with contentment.

With our warmest wishes for a blessed and
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Airlines cancel
flights due to COVID
staffing shortages

By DAVID MCHUGH
and TALI ARBEL
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Airlines
canceled hundreds of flights
as the omicron variant jum-
bled schedules and drew
down staffing levels at some
carriers during the busy hol-
iday travel season.

Delta Air Lines and Unit-
ed Airlines said they can-
celed flights because of staff
shortages tied to the omicron

running smoothly.”

Flight delays and cancella-
tions tied to staffing shortages
have been a regular problem
for the U.S. airline industry
this year. Airlines encouraged
workers to quit in 2020, when
air travel collapsed, and were
caught short-staffed this year
as travel recovered.

Delta said it canceled flights
Friday because of the impact
of omicron and possibility of
bad weather after it had “ex-
hausted all options and re-

COVID spike leads many U.S. churches
to cancel in-person Christmas services

By DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

NEW YORK — Amid the
surge of coronavirus cases
across the U.S., numerous
churches have canceled
in-person Christmas ser-
vices, disappointing pastors
and churchgoers who con-
sider them an annual high-
light.

Other churches planned
outdoor services or pro-

posed a hybrid of online and
in-person worship, often im-

posing tight restrictions for
those in attendance. These
included requirements to
wear masks and show proof
of COVID-19 vaccinations.

Among the prominent
churches canceling some or
all of their in-person Christ-
mas services were Wash-
ington National Cathedral
in the nation’s capital; St.
John the Divine, the cathe-
dral of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of New York; and the
historic Old South Church
in Boston.

Leaders of Washington
National Cathedral, which
traditionally welcomes
more than 15,000 people
to its Christmas services,
announced that all its ser-
vices until Jan. 9 would be
offered only remotely, with
no worshippers or visitors
allowed in the cathedral.

“Unfortunately, as the
omicron variant takes hold
across the world, our city
seems to be leading the na-
tion in infections,” said the
cathedral’s dean, the Very

Rev. Randolph Marshall
Hollerith. “Given the spike
in infections, I simply can-
not justify gathering mas-
sive crowds as the public
health situation worsens
around us.”

In New York City, which
is  experiencing record
numbers of positive tests
for COVID-19, leaders at
St. John Divine said they
were shifting all Christmas
services to online-only, us-
ing its Facebook page and
YouTube channel.

variant. Delta canceled 145
flights on Friday and 111 for
Christmas Day, according to
FlightAware. (Other factors,
such as weather, are also
causing cancellations.) Unit-
ed called off 175 flights on
Friday and 69 on Saturday.
Not all airlines said
COVID was disrupting their
travel schedules. American
Airlines said it had “nothing
to report,” while Southwest
Airlines said “things are

sources — including rerouting
and substitutions of aircraft
and crews to cover scheduled
flying.”

The airlines both said they
were trying to rebook passen-
gers.

Germany-based Lufthansa
said Friday that it was can-
celing a dozen long-haul
transatlantic flights over the
Christmas holiday period
because of a “massive rise”
in sick leave among pilots.
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Chronicle editorial board
shares holiday wishes

ach year, members of the

Chronicle editorial board
share their Christmastime
thoughts with readers. Here is
this year’s Christmas message:

“It is Christmas in the heart that
puts Christmas in the air.” W.T.
Ellis

My wish is that you feel Christ-
mas in your heart and those
around you feel it as well. This
Christmas linger just a bit longer
with family and friends to help
make the memories last.

Special days like Christmas are
gone too quickly. Merry Christ-
mas and have a Happy New Year.

Trina Murphy, publisher

As the old Christmas song
goes, “have a holly, jolly
Christmas, it’s the best time of
the year.” First, I would like to
encourage you to have the best
time daily. They say laughter is
the best medicine. Second, as
we approach the new year, it is
my sincere hope we can be kind,
warm hearted and civil to each
other. We should re-learn how we
respect each other’s differences.
Enjoy your time with family and
friends not only today but the
days, weeks, months and years
ahead. Cherish the time together.

Jeff Bryan, executive editor

Merry Christmas to all. Let’s
start the new year with love in
our hearts and with kindness to
our neighbors.

Brian LaPeter, managing editor

The spirit of love and good-
will that fills the holiday air and
brings joy to our hearts began on
a holy night in Bethlehem with
the birth of the Christ Child more
than 2,000 years ago. Ever since
that blessed moment when God
gave His only begotten Son to
the world, His celebrated mes-
sage of love and goodwill to all
has made the Christmas season
a magical time. It is my heartfelt
wish that the joyful message of
that first Christmas fills every
heart and warms every home, not
only on this Christmas day, but
throughout the coming year. My
good tidings to all for a magical
and blessed Christmas on this
most joyous of days.

Curt Ebitz, citizen member

During the holiday season, I
wish everyone a feeling of peace
and togetherness with those we
love, whether in person or only
in spirit. In this time, we are
often reminded that there is still
much good in the world, and
there are many people who ded-
icate themselves to making our
community a better place. My
hope is that each of us will try
to find the good in our neighbors
and our community and that
we will commit to focus on the
positive rather than the negative
as we go into the new year.

Mac Harris, citizen member

Many folks say their happiest
memories of Christmas are from
their childhood because the
world seemed more positive and
magical then. It’s probably worth
practicing the same outlook now,
when we are coping with such
uncertainty and negativity. Here
are some pointers I’ve found
helpful, especially during the
holidays and as we look forward
to a new year.

Practice gratitude and keep an
optimistic attitude. A well-known
motivational speaker advises
that optimism is the one quality
more associated with success and
happiness than any other.

Although that positive attitude
might not solve all your prob-
lems, it will still annoy enough
people to make it worth the
effort.

My personal favorite is this
one: “The world is full of cactus,
but we don’t have to sit on it.”

This year I hope everyone
enjoys the optimism that every
day helps build precious, happy
memories.

Rebecca Martin,
citizen member

This time last year, family
gatherings during the Christmas
holiday were little more than
memories due to the COVID-19
lockdown. This year, following
that nightmare, we all can join
with family and friends in love
and fellowship — together. We
can reflect on this pandemic and
pray for the families that are
without loved ones. Using a golf
analogy, I am on the back nine.
So far, I’'m on par, maybe a little
under, always a good thing. I
have two children with loving
spouses, eight grandchildren, two
wonderful sisters, nephews and
nieces and numerous cousins —
some who can really cook well
and that’s wonderful during the
holidays — and a loving, support-
ive wife who is my best friend. I
wish all of us a safe, enjoyable,
loving holiday, and pray we
can continue this tradition next
year and for many years moving
forward.

Don Hiers, citizen member

My Christmas wish is for each
of us to love one another. To real-
ly take to heart what it means to
treat someone as you want to be
treated. To be able to have differ-
ences of opinion that do not end
in lost relationships with family
and friends. To not judge one
another, but rather show sympa-
thy and perhaps even empathy
for the experiences someone has
gone through even if we our-
selves have not walked down the
same road. I hope that the love
and kindness the holiday season
fills us with lasts the whole year.

Sunshine Arnold,
citizen member

We don’t need
more fancy roads

I read Art Jones’ col-
umn on Thursday, Dec.
16, about a southern
route for the Florida
Turnpike (Page All).
He is suggesting that the
turnpike go right through
Citrus County because it
would promote tourism.
I couldn’t disagree more.
We live here because of its rural
nature. We don’t need any more
tourism. We don’t need any more
fancy roads. I hope we can keep
the turnpike out of Citrus and I
know a lot of people feel the same

563-0579

way as I do.

Take responsibility
with your gun

I’'m reading Sound Off
and I see “Columnist’s
article was ‘hogwash’”
(Friday, Dec. 17, Page
A8) and at the end of
it, it says, “People like
you are the reason why
we have guns.” Well, sir,
it’s people like you why we have
(the front-page story) “Lockdown
mistakenly initiated at CRHS,”
because you have a gun but you
don’t take any responsibility.
That’s what’s wrong, sir — you.

CiTrRus CouNTY CHRONICLE

“Christmas is most truly Christmas when
we celebrate it by giving the light of love

to those who need it most.”

OTHER VOICES

A small miracle

Wonders never cease. Nev-
er. Recent occurrences
have reinforced this truism for
me, whether spurred on by the
wonderment of the season, or

by pure happenstance.
You’'re ready

Lynne to give up on
someone, or
Farrell some situation.
Abrams “Let it go,” you
Other Voices  say. Maybe you

were never meant
to fully grasp
what motivated
a person to act
in a certain way.
You reached out
once or twice,
only to have the
door slammed in your face.
Bitterness needs to be released
into the stratosphere. Finally,
after three years, you are good.
But then, out of the blue.
A miracle. The person you
had given up on leaves you a
voice message. “A voice from
the past,” you hear. “I want to
make amends.” Am I hearing
things, you ask yourself. You
decide to follow up. And a rela-
tionship is reignited and healed
by that one simple act.
Forgiveness. Not needing to

understand anything more ex-
cept that this person needed to
unburden herself. And you feel
a rush of happiness. Closure
on the unanswered questions
which had nagged at you for
so long. Yet, that is all history
now.

A person who I highly respect
said it best. “There is always
a backstory.” We are so ready
to fill in blanks with our own
suppositions. To lay blame, or
in worse case scenarios, cut
off ties entirely from those we
love. Relationships are a two
way street, granted. But hurt
and pride can make us unre-
ceptive when an olive branch is
offered. Happily, I welcomed
my one time, close friend back,
without questioning what had
prompted her unexpected, hurt-
ful behavior in the first place.
The backstory can remain just
that. Hers to share at some
future date or not.

We are human after all. Is this
not the message of Christmas?
Christ was born on Christmas
day. He lived a life emoting
forgiveness, even toward those
who betrayed him. “Father,
forgive them for they know not
what they do,” he uttered as he

breathed his last breath. If ever
a roadmap was laid down for
wiping a slate clean, there it
was. In our own lives, whatever
roadblock to human kindness
impinges upon us offering our
own olive branch of forgive-
ness, may we be inspired by
the spirit of the season.

“I am responsible for the ef-
fort, not the outcome,” a well-
known AA slogan cautions us.
And yet, making that effort
can sometimes yield pleasant
surprises, better than any of
the surprises hidden among the
packages we open on Christ-
mas morning.

We don’t need to understand
it all to feel. To care, forgive,
and love. A small miracle just
happened to me, reminding
me that, as I forgive, so am I
forgiven.

Merry Christmas to all. And
to all, may your holidays be
filled with happy reunions,
forgiveness, and love!

Lynne Farrell Abrams has a bache-
lor’s degree in communication. She
has been a writer and editor, an adult
education writing instructor, and a
substance abuse counselor. A resident
of Citrus County for over 10 years,
Lynne is now happily retired.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Christmas is
a time to reflect

Christmas is not just about
presents, parties and drinking.
It is a time to reflect. It is also
the birth of Jesus Christ. People
have forgotten that Jesus Christ
is our creator. We have lost
the meaning of Christmas. We
should all get back knowing
what Christmas is about.

We are blessed so count your
blessings. Merry Christmas to
everyone.

Anna DeRose
Lecanto

Disturbing versions of
the American flag flying

As I drive around Citrus
County, I am always delighted
to see so many homes and busi-
nesses flying the flag of our
country, the Stars and Stripes,
Old Glory. It gives me hope
that, despite political differ-
ences, we all want to do what’s
best for our nation.

Lately, though, I’ve been see-
ing some disturbing versions of
the American flag flying from
homeowners’ flagpoles, and I
don’t understand what is going
on. There’s a flag that uses the
stars and stripes, but the flag
is black. Another one is black
and white with one blue stripe.
Still, another is black and white
but with a few other stripes in
green and blue. Most disturbing
of all, people are flying a flag
that combines Old Glory with
the Confederate battle flag. The
flag of the USA combined with
the symbol of a “country” that
went to war against us? And
people were flying these flags
on Veterans Day!

What in the world are these
people thinking? Using the
American flag — the symbol of
liberty and justice for all — and
desecrating it to make some
kind of obscure point or glorify
a war against this nation that
killed hundreds of thousands
goes against everything this
country stands for. Flying
a desecrated version of the
American flag is not patriotic;
it’s not honoring our country.

I thought it was considered
Un-American to misuse our
flag in such ways.

There are many flags avail-
able that express opinions or
political beliefs — we see them
flying all over the country too,
some blaring profanities in
full view of local elementary

OPINIONS INVITED

B Viewpoints depicted in politi-
cal cartoons, columns or let-
ters do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the editorial
board.

B Groups or individuals are
invited to express their opin-
ions in a letter to the editor.

Bl Persons wishing to address
the editorial board, which
meets weekly, should call Jeff
Bryan at 352-563-5660.

M All letters must be signed and
include a phone number and
hometown, including letters
sent via email. Names and
hometowns will be printed;
phone numbers will not be
published or given out.

H We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, libel, fairness
and good taste.

M Letters must be no longer than
400 words, and writers will be
limited to four letters per
month.

Il SEND LETTERS TO: The Editor,
1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd.,
Crystal River, FL 34429; or
email to letters@chronicle
online.com.

schools. Others show flowers
or butterflies or have “wel-
come” messages on them.
People can fly whatever dec-
orative or message flags they
want. But can we at least agree
that our red, white, and blue
American flag deserves to be
hung with respect and not be
shown in twisted, ugly ver-
sions?
Ilse Miles
Beverly Hills

Thank you to all
for supporting

restoration project

On behalf of all of the board
members and volunteers of
Save Crystal River and the
King’s Bay Restoration Project,
I would like to thank everyone
who has supported our resto-
ration efforts over the past six
years. I would especially like
to thank all the “Rockstars”
who participated in this year’s
Rockstar charity event on
Nov. 4.

We exceeded our fundraising
goal of $150,000 thanks to the

generosity of our community
and those that love our river.
The proceeds from this charity
event will be used directly for
continued restoration efforts

in King’s Bay with the first 92
acres on track for completion
by July 2, 2023, the 100th anni-
versary of the formation of the
city of Crystal River!

Currently we have complet-
ed 64 of the 92-acre original
project, removed 180 million
pounds of Lyngbya/muck,
opened over 750 new spring
vents, planted over 200,000
native eelgrass plants that are
now thriving in King’s Bay and
providing a food source for
manatees as well as a healthy
habitat for many other
species.

Title Sponsor: Crystal Har-
ley-Davidson

Platinum Sponsor: Sea &
Shoreline

Gold Sponsor: Gulf Atlantic
Industrial Equipment/Crystal
Community E.N.T./Advanced
Septic/Mr. Rooter Plumbing,
Eagle Buick-GMC, Inc., Low-
man Law Firm, Carpet One
Floor & Home of Gainesville,
Pure Polymer Solutions

Silver Sponsor: Lee’s Famous
Recipe Chicken/Norton’s
Riverside Sports Bar & Grill,
Plantation on Crystal River,
Hal & Sandy Deck/Don &
Marie Bienkowski/Doug and
Jo Sonerholm, Mark and Tina
Champagne, River Region
Animal Hospital, Michael G.
Czerwinski, PA Environmental
Consultants, Breezy Oaks RV
Park, Fox Factory, Sharon Harp
— Fontana Realty, Schenavar
Consulting, Plantation
Realty.

Bronze Sponsor: The South-
ern Group, Duke Energy, B4
Signs & Advertising, Suncoast
Plumbing, Citrus Medical Mar-
ijuana Clinic, St. Johns Tavern,
Mary and Bob Sierra Family
Foundation, Blast It, Citrus
County Chronicle, Villages of
Citrus Hills, Steve & Rose-
mary Spivey/Mark Shelnutt
and Linda Seek, Pete’s Pier
Marina, Friends of Manatees,
Explorida, Rise Construction,
American Marine, Scott Smith
Roofing

And, of course, endless
thanks to all of our incredible
volunteers. We couldn’t do this
without you!

Thank you and happiest holi-
days to you all!

Lisa Moore

President, Save Crystal River

Help

The United Way needs your
support this holiday season.
Please consider writing a check
for $36 — or whatever you can
afford — to help the local orga-

the United

nization. Become a stakeholder
in solving the problems in our
community.

Please mail your contribution
to: Gerry Mulligan, c/o The

Way

Citrus County Chronicle, United
Way Fund Drive, 1624 Mead-
owcrest Blvd., Crystal River, FL
34429. Make checks payable to
the Citrus County United Way.

THE CHRONICLE invites you to call “Sound Off” with your opinions about local subjects. You do not need to leave your name, and have less than a minute to record.
COMMENTS will be edited for length, libel, personal or political attacks and good taste. Editors will cut libelous material. OPINIONS expressed are purely those of the callers.
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COVID puts a damper on Christmas Eve again around the world

By JACK JEFFERY, DAVID
CRARY and DAVID MCHUGH
Associated Press

From Bethlehem
Frankfurt to London and
Boston, the surging coro-
navirus put a damper on
Christmas Eve for a second
year, forcing churches to
cancel or scale back ser-
vices and disrupting travel
plans and family gatherings.

Drummers and bagpip-
ers marched through Beth-
lehem — the town where
Christians believe Jesus was
born — to smaller than usu-
al crowds after new Israeli
travel restrictions meant to
slow the highly contagious
omicron variant kept inter-
national tourists away.

In Germany, a line wound
halfway around Cologne’s
massive cathedral, not for
midnight Mass but for vac-
cinations. The offer of shots
was an expression of “care
for one’s neighbor” that was
consistent with the message
of Christmas, cathedral pro-
vost Guido Assmann told
the DPA news agency.

Around the world, peo-
ple weary from nearly two
years of lockdowns and oth-
er restrictions searched for
ways to enjoy some of the
holiday rituals safely.

“We can’t let the virus
take our lives from us when
we’re healthy,” said Rosalia
Lopes, a retired Portuguese

and B
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Mahmoud lllean / AP
Latin Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa greets worshippers next to the separation wall between the
West Bank city of Bethlehem and Jerusalem on his way to the Church of the Nativity on Friday in
Bethlehem. Pizzaballa, the top Catholic clergyman in the Holy Land, began Christmas celebrations
with an annual procession from Jerusalem to the biblical town of Bethlehem, which was hosting

its second straight Christmas Eve celebrations.

government worker who
was doing some last-min-
ute shopping in the coastal
town of Cascais.

She said she and her fam-
ily were exhausted by the
pandemic and determined
to go ahead with their cel-
ebrations with the help
of vaccines and booster
shots, rapid home tests and
mask-wearing in public.
She planned a traditional
Portuguese Christmas Eve
dinner of baked cod.

Across the Atlantic in New

York City, where omicron
has spread widely, people
waited in long lines to get
tested, many doing so as a
precaution before traveling
to reunite with family.

But holiday travel was
dealt a blow when major
airlines canceled hundreds
of flights, in part because of
staff shortages largely tied
to omicron.

In Britain, where the coro-
navirus variant is ripping
through the population,
some houses of worship

A note of thanks and a wish for joy as we
unwrap another holiday season...

May the new year present you with
nothing but wonderful surprises!
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Wishing Y. oua™®
Beautiful Season

With our thanks for your
understanding and support
this year, we wish you a
. holiday that glitters with -

8698 W.
Dixieland St.
Homosassa

Uus19
Across from
Fat Daddy'’s

628-9663

50019138

hoped to press on.

At St. Paul’s Old Ford,
an Anglican church in East
London, priests planned to
hold services on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day. But
to protect parishioners, the
church called off its Nativ-
ity play.

“You might have to cancel
the service, but you can’t
cancel Christmas,” said the
Rev. April Keech, an asso-
ciate priest. “You can’t stop

love. Love still stands.”

Numerous churches in
the U.S. canceled in-person
services, including Wash-
ington National Cathedral
in the nation’s capital and
historic Old South Church
in Boston. Others planned
outdoor celebrations or a
mix of online and in-person
worship.

In Germany, churchgoers
faced a thicket of health
restrictions and limits on
attendance. Some had to
show proof of vaccination
or testing.

Frankfurt’s cathedral,
which can hold 1,200 peo-
ple, offered only 137 so-
cially distanced spaces, all
of which were booked days
in advance. Singing was al-
lowed only through masks.

People in the Netherlands
tried to make the best of
the holiday, despite living
under one of the strictest
lockdowns in Europe. All
nonessential shops were
closed, including bars and
restaurants, and home visits
were limited to two people
per day, four on Christmas.

“We are just meeting with
some small groups of fam-
ily for the next few days,”
Marloes Jansen, who was
waiting in line to buy the
traditional Dutch kerststol,
a Christmas bread with
fruits and nuts.

SHADOW/PALM REALTY LLC
GEORGE'GARPENTER BROKER

Dr. Alexis
Wilson

A glitch in a computer-
ized appointment system
prevented scores of people
from scheduling COVID-19
tests and undermined the
government’s efforts to ad-
minister booster shots in a
country already lagging far
behind its neighbors.

In France, some visited
loved ones in the hospital.
In the Mediterranean city of
Marseille, the intensive care
unit at La Timone Hospital
has been taking in more and
more COVID-19 patients in
recent days.

Amelie Khayat has been
paying daily visits to her
husband, Ludo, 41, who is
recovering from spending
24 days in a coma and on a
breathing machine.

They touched their heads
together as she sat on his
bed, and now that he is
strong enough to stand, he
got up to give her a farewell
hug, as a medical worker
put final decorations on the
ICU Christmas tree.

Parisians lined up at
chocolate shops, farmers’
markets and testing cen-
ters. France has posted
record numbers of daily
COVID-19 infections, and
hospitalizations have been
rising, but the government
has held off on imposing
curfews or closings during
the holidays.

Davis Famil
earing

CRYSTAL RIVER - 11515 W. Emerald Oaks Dr.
800-610-0399 e www.davisfamilyhearing.com

50019305

“Our Doctors
Make The
Difference”

Dr. Joanie
Davis
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Caltrans / AP

In this image taken from video from a Caltrans remote video traffic camera, traffic is stopped along
a snow covered Interstate 80 Thursday at Donner Summit, Calif.

Western storms bring flood
threats, snow for Christmas

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Two people died in a sub-
merged car, evacuations
were ordered for wild-
fire-scarred California, and
Seattle and Portland faced
the rare chance of snowy
streets as a wave of storms
rolled through the West.

An atmospheric river — a
sky-born plume of mois-
ture from the Pacific Ocean
— was fueling the weather,
which could dump rain and
snow over much of the re-
gion through Christmas,
while the Pacific Northwest
was looking at a dayslong
cold snap.

On Thursday, two people
died when their car was
submerged in a flooded
underpass in Millbrae, just
south of San Francisco.
Firefighters rescued two
people who had climbed
atop a car but they couldn’t
reach the fully submerged
vehicle, San Mateo County
sheriff’s Det. Javier Acosta
said.

In the Sierra Nevada, an
evacuation warning was is-
sued for about 150 homes

downstream of Twain Harte
Lake Dam after cracks were
found in granite that ad-
joins the manmade part of
the 36-foot-high structure.
Authorities began releasing
some water, but the dam
didn’t seem in any imme-
diate danger, Tuolomne
County sherift’s Sgt. Nicco
Sandelin said.

The Sierras could see 5 to
8 feet of snow through the
holidays, with 10 feet possi-
ble at higher elevations, and
authorities urged people to
avoid traveling through the
mountain passes, which
could be treacherous.

In Southern California,
evacuation orders were
issued Thursday night in
Orange County because of
possible mudslides and de-
bris flows in three canyons
where a wildfire last De-
cember burned the ground
bare. The Orange County
Fire Authority reported a
mudslide Thursday night
in one canyon that affected
some roads but no injuries
were reported.

The area saw flooding in a

storm last week and several
homes were red-tagged.

Steve Learned left the area
Thursday morning after do-
ing what he could to protect
his home.

“The last storm just killed
us, buried our road,” he
told KABC-TV. “My street
turned into a creek bed
about 2-and-a-half feet deep
with rocks and mud. I hope
it doesn’t do it again.”

The Pacific Northwest was
facing frigid temperatures
and measurable snow was
possible in both Seattle and
Portland, forecasters said.

Seattle planned to open
two severe weather shel-
ters in the evenings starting
Saturday. Daytime tempera-
tures could struggle to reach
freezing and overnight lows
could drop to single digits
into next week, National
Weather Service meteorolo-
gist Reid Wolcott said.

“This is a rare event,’
Wolcott said Thursday. “It’s
been years since those of us
at the weather service in Se-
attle have seen forecast data
like this.”

More Tiananmen massacre
memorials removed in Hong Kong

HONG KONG (AP) —
Universities in Hong Kong
are removing memorials to
the bloody suppression of
the 1989 Chinese pro-de-
mocracy movement cen-
tered on Beijing’s Tianan-
men Square.

The Chinese University
of Hong Kong early Friday
took down the “Goddess of
Democracy,” a statue based
on a figure created by art
students and brought to the
square shortly before the
crackdown in which hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of
people were killed.

The removal of the monu-
ments testifies to the ruling
Communist Party’s efforts
to erase the bloody events
from the public conscious-

ness. It also comes as the
party snuffs out democratic
challenges in Hong Kong to
its rule.

On Thursday, a monument
at the University of Hong
Kong was dismantled, wip-
ing out one of the city’s last
remaining places of pub-
lic commemoration of the
crackdown.

The government has never
provided a figure on casual-
ties and the pro-democracy
movement remains a taboo
topic in mainland China.
Hong Kong and Macao, the
two semi-autonomous terri-
tories, were the only places
on Chinese soil where com-
memorations of the crack-
down were allowed until
authorities banned annual

candlelight vigils for two
consecutive years.

In a statement, Chinese
University confirmed the re-
moval of the statue and said
it had never authorized its
display and that no organi-
zation has claimed respon-
sibility for its maintenance
and management.

Separately, Lingnan Uni-
versity also removed a bas
relief memorial wall display
dedicated to the memory of
the June 4 movement.

The university’s deci-
sion was predicated on the
“overall protection of the
university community af-
ter a recent assessment,”’
government-run Hong
Kong Radio Television
reported.

San Francisco board OKs mayor’s
emergency order over opioid crisis

By JANIE HAR
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO
The Board of Supervisors
approved an emergency or-
der to tackle the opioid ep-
idemic in San Francisco’s
troubled Tenderloin neigh-
borhood, despite reserva-
tions by some that the dec-
laration will be used by the
mayor to criminalize people
who are homeless, addicted
to drugs or both.

The vote shortly after mid-
night on Friday was 8-2,
following a marathon 10
hours of debate and public
comment. The public health
emergency declaration au-
thorizes the Department of
Emergency = Management
to re-allocate city staff and
bypass contracting and per-
mitting regulations to set
up a new temporary center

where people can access ex-
panded drug treatment and
counseling.

Advocates for the home-
less and substance users
urged supervisors to reject
the emergency order be-
cause Mayor London Breed
has also pledged to flood the
district with police to halt
crime, which some residents
want. The mayor also said
some drug users may wind
up in jail unless they accept
services, although drug pos-
session is a misdemeanor
crime and rarely enforced.

The board ultimately ap-
proved the declaration, call-
ing the abundance of cheap
fentanyl a crisis. More peo-
ple in San Francisco died of
overdose last year than of
COVID-19.

Several supervisors raised
objections, although only

Board President Shamann
Walton and Dean Preston
voted no. They decried the
lack of details and dearth of
available treatment beds, and
said that over-policing would
victimize African Americans
and the homeless.

Walton, the only Afri-
can American person on
the board, said he wished
more attention would be
paid to homicides in his
district, which includes the
traditionally Black neigh-
borhoods of Bayview and
Hunters Point.

The Tenderloin includes
museums, the main public
library and government of-
fices, including City Hall.
But it’s also teeming with
people who are homeless or
marginally housed, a high
concentration of drug deal-
ers and people consuming
drugs in broad view.
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Pope celebrates
Christmas Eve Mass
even as virus
surges in Italy

ROME (AP) — Pope
Francis celebrated Christ-
mas Eve Mass before an
estimated 2,000 people in
St. Peter’s Basilica on Fri-
day, going ahead with the
service despite the resur-
gence in COVID-19 cases
that has prompted a new
vaccine mandate for Vati-
can employees.

A maskless Francis pro-
cessed down the central
aisle as the Sistine Chapel
choir sang “Noel,” kicking
off the Vatican’s Christmas
holiday that commemo-
rates the birth of Jesus in
a manger in Bethlehem.
He remained maskless
throughout the service.

In his homily, Francis
urged the faithful to focus
on the “littleness” of Jesus,
and remember that he came
into the world poor, with-
out even a proper crib.

“That is where God is,
in littleness,” Francis said.
“This is the message: God
does not rise up in gran-
deur, but lowers himself
into littleness. Littleness
is the path that he chose to
draw near to us, to touch
our hearts, to save us and to
bring us back to what really
matters.”

TSA officer saves
infant who stopped

breathing at airport

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) —
A security officer leapt over
conveyor belt rollers and
saved a 2-month-old boy
who stopped breathing at a
security checkpoint at New-
ark Liberty International
Airport in New Jersey, new-
ly released video shows.

The footage, released
Thursday by the U.S. Trans-
portation Security Adminis-
tration, shows TSA officer
Cecilia Morales springing
into action to resuscitate
the child Dec. 9 after his
mother picked him up from
a car carrier and noticed he
wasn’t breathing.

Morales, an EMT who
has been a TSA officer for
about two months, told the
agency she performed the
infant version of the Heim-
lich maneuver, placing the
baby face down on her arm
and patting him on the back
to get him breathing again.

It was the first time she
had performed the tech-
nique on an infant, she said.

Feds seek jail for
Capitol riot suspect
found with rifle

A North Carolina man
awaiting trial on charges
he assaulted two police of-
ficers during the Jan. 6 riot
at the U.S. Capitol had an
assault rifle and ammuni-
tion in his vehicle when he
was arrested on suspicion
of drunken driving earlier
this month, according to
prosecutors.

Justice Department pros-
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Alessandra Tarantino / AP

Pope Francis unveils a statue of Baby Jesus as he celebrates
Christmas Eve Mass on Friday at St. Peter’s Basilica, at the Vat-
ican. Pope Francis is celebrating Christmas Eve Mass before an
estimated 1,500 people in St. Peter’s Basilica. He’s going ahead
with the service despite the resurgence in COVID-19 cases that
has prompted a new vaccine mandate for Vatican employees.

ecutors have asked a fed-
eral judge in Washington,
D.C., to revoke 29-year-old
James Tate Grant’s pretrial
release and order him de-
tained after his recent ar-
rest. One of the conditions
of Grant’s pretrial release
in the Jan. 6 riot case was
that he not possess a fire-
arm or any other weapon.

The judge didn’t imme-
diately rule on Thursday’s
request by prosecutors.

On Dec. 7, a police officer
in Garner, North Carolina,
responding to a report of a
suicide threat found Grant
pulling out of a restau-
rant’s parking., according
to prosecutors. Grant, who
appeared to be intoxicated,
told the officer about his in-
volvement in the “January
6th incident,” then tried to
flee while the officer placed
him under arrest, prosecu-
tors said.

“He then dropped to the
ground and stated some-
thing to the effect of ‘Just
kill me now.” He then stat-
ed, ‘It’s over,”” prosecutors
wrote in a court filing.

US to lift omicron-
linked travel ban on

southern Africa

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The U.S. will lift travel
restrictions on eight south-
ern African countries that
it imposed to try to blunt
the spread of the COVID
omicron variant, the White
House announced Friday.

The variant, which was
first detected by scientists
in South Africa, has since
spread around the world.
The World Health Orga-
nization and leaders in
southern Africa criticized
the travel ban as ineffective
and unfairly damaging to
local economies.

The Nov. 29 ban barred
nearly all non-U.S. citizens
who had recently been in
South Africa, Botswana,
Eswatini, Namibia, Leso-
tho, Malawi, Mozambique
and Zimbabwe. The restric-
tions will be lifted on New
Year’s Eve.

White House spokes-
man Kevin Munoz said on
Twitter that the decision
was recommended by the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Munoz
said the temporary travel
bans bought scientists nec-

For unto you is born thisday in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. ~ &. Luke 2:11

essary time to study the
new virus variant and con-
clude that the current vac-
cinations are effective in
blunting its impact.

Russian court slaps
Google, Meta with

massive fines

MOSCOW (AP) — A
Moscow court on Friday
slapped Google with a
nearly $100 million fine
and also fined Facebook’s
parent company Meta $27
million over their failure to
delete content banned by
local law, as Russia seeks
to step up pressure on tech-
nology giants.

The Tagansky District
Court ruled that Google
repeatedly neglected to re-
move the banned content,
and ordered the company
to pay an administrative
fine of about 7.2 billion ru-
bles (about $98.4 million).

Google said it would study
the court documents before
deciding on its next steps.

Later Friday, the court
also slapped a fine of nearly
2 billion rubles ($27.2 mil-
lion) on Meta for failure to
remove banned content.

Massive ferry
fire kills at least
39 in southern
Bangladesh

DHAKA, Bangladesh
(AP) — A massive fire
swept through a crowded
river ferry in Bangladesh
early Friday, leaving at
least 39 people dead and
70 injured, officials said.
Many passengers leapt
from the vessel into cold
waters to escape the blaze.

It took 15 fire engines two
hours to control the fire and
another eight to cool down
the vessel, according to fire
officer Kamal Uddin Bhu-
iyan, who led the rescue
operation. Afterward, the
blackened hull of the ferry
sat anchored at the river’s
edge. Many anxious rela-
tives gathered on the banks,
while divers continued to
search the waters.

The blaze broke out
around 3 a.m. on the MV
Avijan-10, which was car-
rying 800 passengers, many
of whom were traveling to
visit family and friends for
the weekend, officials said.

Home Replacement Windows ¢ Soffit ¢ Garage Screens
Patio Covers ¢ Carports ® Seamless Gutters
Screen Rooms ¢ Vinyl Windows ¢ Rescreen Pool Enclosures
All Season Glass Rooms ¢ Hurricane Protection
Vinyl Siding ¢ Decorative Screen Doors ® Handrail
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Places Of Worship
Love, Peace And Harmony To All.

Come on over to “His’” house, your spirits will be lifted!!!
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first Uniged
methodist
church
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Join Pastor Patti Aupperlee
and the congregation for:
Sunday Worship
8:30 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School - 9:40-10:20 am
Youth - 10:30-11:30 am
“A Stephen Ministry Church”
8831 W. Bradshaw St.
Homosassa, FL
352-628-4083

Learn More at: lumc.org
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We Choose Hope
Hope Lutheran Church
Citrus Springs

Sunday Service
10:00 a.m.

Weekly Recorded Services

on Hope’s Facebook page

9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.
352-489-5511

Stephen Brisson, Pastor

hopeelca.com
50013566

V. David Lucas .I r. - Lead Pastor

CONNECTION
CHURCH OF GoD

Sunday Services:
Worship Services........ 10:15 AM
Bible Study.........occvvuvnn. 9:00 AM

Wednesday Night:
Classes For All Ages at 7:00 PM

Located at 416 Hwy. 41 South
in Inverness Just Past Burger King
Church Office 726-4524 §

INVERNESS
EE First United 21

Methodist

Church
Rev, Mike Kramer
Inveness First UMC

Service 9am - Modern
10:30am - Traditional
(also on youtube)
Shortly afterwards the service
is posted on the
Church’s Facebook page:
Inverness First United
Methodist Church
You can also go
to the youtube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UChla11DPk11/EqwPa5KNcyRg

1140 Turner Camp Rd.
Inverness, FL 34453
(352) 726-2522

www.invernessfirstumc org
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FIRST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF
INVERNESS

We welcome you and invite you
to worship with our family.

Tom Thomas
Minister
Sunday:
9:00 AM.  Sunday School
10:15 A.M.  Worship Service
Wednesday:
6:00p M.  Bible Study

2018 Colonade St., Inverness
344-1908

www.fccinv.com

00005575
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Church Phone
795-3079

Sunday Morning
Adult & Children’s Worship
8:30 & 11:00 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM

Wednesday
Life Application Service
__Salt Lyfe Youth Ministries & Teen
Kid (ages 4-11) 7:00 PM

2180 N.W. Old Tallahassee Rd.
(12 AVe)  reary

Provided
00005524

Frorar CiTy

UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH

Love - Grow - Serve

\\\ \

New time!

9:15 am

each Sunday

00005531

/// / /1IN \\\\
Servicein
Main Sanctuary

Pastor Joyce Dunne

8478 E. Marvin St., Floral City
O 3523441771

ACROSS FROM FLORAL CITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Joy & Praise
Fellowship

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

AG

A Light to Citrus County

Sunday's 8:30 & 10:30am*
Children's Church at 10:30am
Wednesday's 7:00pm*

*These services also livestreamed
on YouTube & Facebook

Nursery available
If you need prayer, call the church office

6670 N. Lecanto Hwy,
Beverly Hills
Pastor Eddie Padgett

352-527-8612

00005576

www.hemandoa

First Baptist
Chureh

Of Hernando
Reaching and restoring
lives through Jesus Christ

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Service

10:45 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service
0 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer

Meeting/Bible Study

6:00 p.m.

Rev. Keith Dendy

P’ 3790 E. Parson’s Point Rd. "\
/ Hernando, FL 34442

352-726-6734

\ Visit us on the Web at
B www.fbchernando.com (8

00005526 |

d_ First
=1|’ Lutheran
« Church

Opening “Community” Doors to Christ
Reverend Thomas R. Beaverson

Come As You Are All Are Welcomed Here

SUNDAYS
9:00 AM Service

Sunday Morning
Bible Class
10:30-11:15 AM
Studying Revelation
THURSDAYS

10:00 AM Communion
(Masks Required)

00005527

726-1637

1900 Hwy 44, Inverness Florida
www.1stlutheran.church

HERNANDO

In-Person and Online Services 10:00 am
Website:
www.hernandoumcfl.org

2125 E. Norvell Bryant Hwy. (486)
(1 1/2 miles from Hwy. 41)

For information call
(352) 726-7245
Reverend
Eric McCrea

50009150

Churchf Chrlst

8599 E. Marvin St., Floral City, FL
726-2965
Awarm welcome always awaits you

where we teach the true
New Testament Bible.

Sunday Bible Study « 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship ¢ 10:30 a.m.

Church of Christ - Floral City

CENTER
CHURCH

Non Denominational

Sunday
Contemporary Service
10:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Study
6:30 pm

Adult / Youth / Children

Nursery provided for all services.

7961 W. Green Acres St. US 19
Homosassa, FL

www.christian-center.church

A N 352-628-5076

CHRISTIANY

Jm_00005523

00005587

e
of Citrus County U
APOSITIVE PATH FOR
SPIRITUAL LIVING
SERVICE OFFERINGS:
SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT CLASSES,

WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS,
MEMORIALS, AND HOLY UNIONS

WORSHIP SERVICE...10:30 AM
PRAYER/MEDITATION SERVICES
ON WEDNESDAYS FROM 11-12 NOON

ONE GOD,
ONE HUMANITY
2628 W WOODVIEW LANE
LECANTO, FL 34461
352-746-1270
WWW.UNITYOFCITRUS.ORG

+ st Timothy

Lutheran Church
ELCA
Saturday

Informal Worship
w/Communion - 5:00 PM

Sunday Service
w/Communion - 9:00 AM
Drive Up Communion
11 AM - 11:30 AM

Sunday School
10:30 AM

Special services are announced.
Nursery provided.

00005586

1070 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River
For more information call

795-5325

www.sttimothylutherancrystalriver.com

Rev. Joan E. Holden

ST. MARGARET’S

EPISCOPAL $

CHURCH

Pastor Gene Reuman

OPEN AT 100% CAPACITY

Those who are not vaccinated are to where a mask.
Sunday 9am - Holy Eucharist

Please follow us on
Facebook and visit us at
www.stmaggie.org.
Sunday Sermons are up on YouTube!

- This Sunday’s Sermon -

Christ the Logos
“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

John 1:1
114 N. Osceola Ave.
Inverness, FL 34450
726-3153

www.stmaggie.org

00005584

Homosassa
// Seventh-day
= Adventist Church

00005589

Come, Fellowship &
Grow With Us In Jesus
5863 W. Cardinal St.
Homosassa Springs, FL 34446
Telephone: (352) 628-7950

WORSHIP SERVICE

Saturday at 2 pm
PRAYER MEETING
Wednesday at 7:00 pm

Pastor William Earnhardt
www.homosassaadventistchurch.com

THE [
SALVATION =
ARMY cm™us county

CORPS.

SUNDAY
Sunday School
9:45 am.
Morning Worship Hour
11:00 am.
TUESDAY:
Home League
11:30 am.

Major Hank Harwell
Major Eunice Harwell

712 8. School Ave.

Lecanto

513-4960

00005580

Redemption
Christian Church

SUNDAY
Bible School............. 9:00
Worship.......cceeeee. 10:00
WEDNESDAY
Bible School............. 6:30

Currently meeting at
East Citrus Community Center
9907 East Gulf-to-Lake Highway

For more
information call
352-422-6535

Pastor
Todd

00005579

Langdon

Our Lady of

Fatima
Catholic Church

WELCOMES YOU BACK!

IT'S TIME TO COME HOME
DAILY MASS \
MON—SAT 8:00AM
SAT VIGIL MASS
4:00pm
SUNDAY MASSES
7:30, 9:00 & 11:00am
We Follow CDC Guidelines
Facemasks highly encouraged

CONFESSION

\ATURDAY 9AM—10AM /

550 U.S. Hwy 41. South
Inverness, Florida

726-1670

Office Open Mon-Thu 8:30AM—2PM
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAY

00005578

& NCuu

Nature Coast
Unitarian Universalists

Join us for the
holidays in our
newly
reopened
Sanctuary
at 10:30 a.m.

Those who are fully vaccinated
are welcome to join us.
Those who aren’t,
are welcome to join us on Zoom.
To join us on Zoom,
email: contactncuu@gmail.com
We are a welcoming, liberal,
religious community
of diverse beliefs.

www.ncuu.org; (352) 465-4225
7633 N. Florida Ave,, Citrus Springs

12550000

Real Hope
Ih C/al’fﬂf

God Loves You No Matter What!

Join Us Every Sunday
Worship 10am
Breakfast 9am

Come As You Are

Everyone Is Welcome

o Christ Centered

¢+ Contemporary Worship

¢ Bible Based

» Non Denominational

* We Celebrate Communion
o All Ages Are Welcome

¢ Wednesday Bible Study

2041 N Donovan Ave
Crystal River, FL
Corner of Norvell
Bryant & Donovan

RealHopelnChrist.com
352-897-0352

00005598

RedemptionPoint

Assembly of God

4201 So. Pleasant Grove Rd.
(Hwy. 581 So.) Inverness, FL 34452

Steve and ]es;iéa Miller

“Reach,
Restore,
Redeem”

Small Groups
9:30 a.m.

00005592

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m

Wednesday Worship

and Youth Group
7:00 p.m.

Nursery Available
www.RedemptionPointAG.church

OFFICE: (352) 726-1107

I
CRYSTAL RIVER

FOURSQUARE CHURCH

WORSHIP
SERVICES

Sundays
10:30 LI 1

Wednesdays
6:30 L1111

WELCOME
HOME

astor John
and Liz Hager

1160 N. Dunkenfield Ave.

Crystal River
795-6720

00005595

« nghtly
Jividing the |

| II Timothy
2:15

on Of
tyuth”

Grace Bible
Fellowship
Church

4979 East Arbor St.,
Inverness, FL

352-726-9972

Pastor Ken Lawson

Recommended by
Les Feldick

Sunday
Bible Study............ 9:15AM
Worship Service. 10:15 AM

Wednesday
Bible Study............ 7:00PM

Watch Pastor Ken
Live!
What does the
Bible say?
WYKE TV Channel 16

www.livestream.com/wyke

Saturdays....6:30 PM
Sundays......6:00 PM

www.gracebfcinverness.com
Hearing impaired & nursery

00005593

Trinity
Independent
Baptist

~. Church

2840 E. Hayes Street,
Inverness
Corner of

Croft and Hayes
(352) 726-0100

“We don’t just say
something...
we have something
to say.”

WE STILL...
use the old King
James Bible

WE STILL...
Preach the
unsearchable Riches
of Christ

WE STILL...
Have old-fashioned
worship services

™ 4

Sunday School
10 am
(Children, Teens, Adults)

Jr. Church
11 Am
(Ages 4 To 12 Years)

Morning Service
11 am

Evening Service
6 pm
Wednesday Bible
Study 7 pm
Please join us for any
or all services.
We welcome you!

00005601

@,

Good
Shepherd

Lutheran
Church

ELCA

Wor ship
8:30 am &
11:00 am

|n-per son, Facebook
Live& You Tube

gshernando.org

Weekly
communion

DennisW. Koch,
Pastor

439 E. Norvell Bryant Hwy.
Hernando, Florida

Building isBarrier-Free

352-746-7161

00005600
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RELIGION

SPECIAL EVENTS
Inverness First United
Methodist Church

Inverness First United
Methodist Church will
have a Christmas Eve can-
dlelight service on Dec. 24
at the church, 1140 Turner
Camp Road in Inverness.
There will be a tradition-
al service at 5 p.m. and a
modern service at 7 p.m.

No child care will be
provided. All are welcome
to attend.

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church will have their
2021-22 Winter Music Se-
ries at the church, 439 E.
Norvell Bryant Highway
in Hernando on the fol-
lowing dates:

B “Tidings of Joy and
Peace!” musical Christ-
mas offering at the 8:30
and 11 a.m. services Dec.
12. There is no charge for
this event. It is also avail-
able on the Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church
Facebook and YouTube.

W Larry Stephenson
Bluegrass Band at 6 p.m.
Feb. 18.

B Johny Carlsson & The
MegaBones at 3 p.m. Feb.
27.Five professional trom-
bone players will perform
original compositions that
characterize jazz from the
50s and 60s.

B Grammy nominee and
IBMA “Best Song of the
Year” award winner, Spe-
cial Consensus bluegrass
band, at 7 p.m. April 29.

Tickets for each concert
are $15 at the door. They
will be masking and dis-
tancing based on current
CDC requirements. Call,
text or email for confir-
mation. For more infor-
mation, contact Angela
Busler at 860-906-8723 or
AMBusler @gmail.com.

Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church

Our Lady of Grace Cath-
olic Church will hold an
outdoor flea market from
8am. to Ip.m. Jan. 8
on the church property, 6
Roosevelt Blvd. in Bever-
ly Hills. The church holds
flea markets monthly from
September through May,
usually on the first Satur-
day of the month.

Shoppers are welcome.
Commercial vendors and
private individuals are
welcome to bring and sell
goods. Spaces are avail-
able for $10 and should
be reserved in advance
although there is always
room for one more.

For more information
or to reserve a space, call
Rose Mary at 352-527-
6459 or email wjeselso@
tampabay.rr.com.

Homosassa First
Methodist Church

The Homosassa First
Methodist Church arts
council presents their

2021-22 concert series at
the church fellowship hall,
8831 W. Bradshaw St. Re-
maining shows are:

RELIGION NOTES

W Sideline
3 p.m. Jan. 16

B Brass Roots
3 p.m. Feb. 6

B Paul Todd at 3 p.m.
March 5

For single tickets, gen-
eral admission is $15 and
reserved seating is $20.

Those who are vaccinat-
ed need not wear masks.
Masks are recommended
for those who are not.

For tickets or more infor-
mation, call the church at
352-628-4083, Ron Hes-
keth at 352-382-4518 or
Karen Kline at 352-382-
7263.

Gulf to Lake Baptist
Church

Gulf to Lake Baptist
Church will host, “Your
Heart’s Desire Art & Craft
Fair” at 9:30 a.m. Jan. 22,
1454 N. Gulf Ave. in Crys-
tal River.

Art and craft goods will
be available for sale. All
items are handcrafted.

For more information
about the church, visit
gulftolake.com.

FOOD &
FELLOWSHIP

Christian Women meet

Sunday at

Trio at

The Christian Women’s
Club meets at 1 p.m. the
second Tuesday monthly
at Oyster’s Restaurant in
Crystal River.

For information,
Kate at 352-419-8453.

Rivers of Life
Restoration Ministry

Rivers of Life Resto-
ration Ministry Inc. op-
erates the Seven Loaves
Food and Clothing Pantry
at Helping Hands Thrifty
Treasures, 9699 W. Fort
Island Trail, Crystal River.
The free-to-all Food Pan-
try is now open from noon
to 3 p.m. every Tuesday.
Call 863-666-4129 for
more information.

St. Timothy Church
and LifeTree Church

Food pantry from
9:30 a.m. to noon ev-
ery Tuesday at LifeTree
Church, 1501 SE U.S. 19
in Crystal River during the
pandemic, outside in front
of the building. For more
information, call 352-403-
1498.

First Lutheran Church of
Inverness

Food pantry from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday.
For more information,
call the church at 352-
726-1637. The church is
at 1900 W. State Road 44,
Inverness.

St. Margaret’s
Episcopal Church

The Food Pantry is open
from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Tuesdays and Wednes-
days. The pantry offers
canned, dried and frozen
foods to anyone in need in
Citrus County. Call 352-
726-3153.

Our Lady of Fatima

Helping Hands Our Lady
of Fatima, 604 U.S. 41
S. in Inverness offers an

call

Come Grow With Us!

We are expanding our
business and need
to add to “Our Team”

e Technicians
e Lot Porter

e Detail

« Shop Maintenance
*Apply in person

50021214

2901 Hwy. 44 W,
Inverness, FL

352-726-1231
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-7, Sat. 8:30-5
Closed Sunday

outreach program to help
those in need, supported
by their thrift store. Those
who qualify are assisted
with utilities every four
months, prescriptions ev-
ery three months, clothing
every three months and
food every two months.

To qualify for the out-
reach program, bring a
current picture ID, proof
of residence, Social Secu-
rity cards for all household
members, proof of income
(pay stubs, tax forms, SSI
statement, etc.), car pay-
ment and car insurance to
an intake meeting.

The thrift store is ac-
cepting donations from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
through Friday of slightly
used clothing, household
items, furniture in good
shape (no mattresses),
food (not outdated) and
personal hygiene items.

LIVE & LEARN

Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints

‘Tis the season once
again to #LightTheWorld.
Several years ago, The
Church of Jesus Christ
of  Latter-day  Saints
launched its annual “Light
the World” initiative to
celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ and encourage peo-
ple globally to serve oth-
ers during the Christmas
season.

This year, the theme is
“Light the World with
Love.” A printable calen-
dar for adults and children
with simple but mean-
ingful ways to show love
to each other through the
month of December can
be found at tinyurl.com/
yck9tw84.

Activities such as these,
and many others, will
“Increase the Wattage” of
#LightTheWorld making
our homes and commu-
nities more loving this
holiday season and being
a catalyst for showing
Christlike love in 2022.

For more information,
visit churchofjesuschrist.
org/comeuntochrist.

The Family History Cen-
ter at 3474 W. Southern
St., Lecanto, is open from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the
family-friendly, free an-
cestry  resource/research

See NOTES, page A20

CiTrus COUNTY

CHRONICLE

Special to the Chronicle

From left are: Mike Turner, George Fanning, Ben DiVona, Lynn Steffel, Ron Steffel, Steve Amann,
Anne Amann, Nancy DiVona and Jim Bobay. Present but not pictured are: Roger Preble, Jim Horan

and Les McGlothlin.

Knights give gift of inspiration for Christmas

SPECIAL TO THE
CHRONICLE

The  St.  Scholastica
Knights of  Columbus

Council 14485 purchased
inspirational books, writ-
ten by Matthew Kelley, and

| [
| .Sa

B

wrapped them as gifts so
they could be distributed to
St. Scholastica parishioners
at Christmas masses.

This is in line with their
Keep Christ in Christmas
campaign. With all of the
excitement of the season,

it is easy to lose sight of
the true reason to celebrate
Christmas.

This is the fifth year the
Knights have given out
books at Christmas. They
wrapped 537 books this
year.

ONS.

G REE TINGS

Thinking it, wishing it, saying it
too: From our door to yours,
Merry Christmas to you!

ALEXANDER

REAL ESTATE, INC.

5569 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Crystal River, FL 34429

352-795-6633 | www.alexre.com | sales@alexre.com

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Places Of Worship That Offer
Love, Peace And Harmony To All

Come on over to “His™ house, your spirits will be lifted!!!

)

St clizabeth
Ann Seton
Catholic
Church

Sunday Masses:
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Saturday Vigil Mass:
4:00 p.m.
Weekday Mass:
8:30 a.m.

Mon., Wed. and Friday
Saturday Confession:
By Appointment Only

1401 W. Country Club Blvd.
Citrus Springs, FL 34434
(352)489-4889
www.stelizabethcs.org

00005583

Special Event or
Weekly Services

Please Call

063-9231

For Information
On Your Religious
Advertising
And Deadlines

JOIN US
THIS SUNDAY!

First Preshyterian
Church of Inverness

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.

206 Washington Avenue
Inverness, FL 34450

(e W

Pastor
Lou Ellen Hariley

352-637-0770

www.fpcinverness.org

00005597

-~

Rev. Stéphen Lane

= Faith
Lutheran
Chu rCh (LCMS)

935 S. Crystal Glen Dr., Lecanto
Crystal Glen Subdivision
Hwy. 44 just E. of 490

352-527-3325

COME WORSHIP
WITH US

Saturday Service
6:00 P.M.
Sunday Service
9:30 A.M.

LIVE STREAMING
Sunday Services
available at:
faithlecanto.com

00005591

Calendar of Events,
Audio of Sermons at:
faithlecanto.com
A Heart From foaﬂ..
u‘( .%éa/tt JSor¢ Qtﬁe/w.

5335 E. Jasmine Lane,

Inverness
1% Miles North Of K-mart
Off 41 North

You're Invited [
To Our Services |

Sunday |
10:45 AM & 6:00 PM |,

Wednesday
6:00 PM

Independent
Fundamental

Pastor
Terry Roberts
Ph: 726-0201

00005590
 — . .8 K > o—
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Christmas Tree of Hope

Walmart Foundation

SPECIAL TO THE
CHRONICLE

The Christmas Tree
of Hope project at the
First United Methodist
Church of Homosas-
sa has been fulfilling
Christmas wishes of
local children in need
for more than 20 years.

This year, 54 chil-
dren are receiving
presents provided by
members of the church
and donations from
community — partners.
Christmas Tree of
Hope is one branch of
the larger Tree of Hope
program that focuses
on seniors, families
and homeless persons.

The Walmart Foun-
dation recently award-
ed the Tree of Hope a
$2,000 grant in support
of its community out-
reach efforts. For more
information, call Sue
Pagano or Judy Cham-
bliss at the church at
352-628-4083.

grant helps spread cheer

Special to the Chronicle
Shirley Bertrand, a member of the First United Methodist Church of Homosassa,
donated a bike and bike helmet to the Christmas Tree of Hope program. She also
volunteers at the food pantry.

.f

Special to the Chronicle
Christmas Tree of Hope elves recently readied gifts for 54 Homosassa children in need. Pictured from left are:

Sandy Dewart, Richard Comfort, Leanne Comfort, Sue Pagano, Judy Chambliss and Joyce Ward.

The hallmark
of Christmas

Here’s ariddle: What has 15
actors, four settings, two
writers and one plot?

The answer: 632 Hallmark
Christmas movies.

I’1l add: beautiful winter coats,
hats and scarves, impeccably dec-
orated homes, snow and mugs of
——— cocoa. Sometimes
there’s a prince
from an unspecified
European country.

There’s always a
“meet cute” and a
misunderstanding.
Sometimes a neigh-
borhood landmark
needs to be saved
or an estranged
relationship needs
to be reconciled.

Although I cringe as I admit
this, I’ve been watching Hallmark
Christmas movies.

It’s my husband’s fault.

He has a friend who watches
them and when he’s visiting and
they’re on TV, he says he can’t
help but watch them, too.

One day he came home saying,
“Quick! Turn on the Hallmark
Channel!”

He had to see how the movie
ended.

It ended the way they always
end, with a kiss. Love wins.

In every movie, at least the ones
I’ve seen, love wins.

That’s the hallmark, the distinc-
tive feature, of Christmas. It’s the
ultimate true love story.

However, unlike a Hallmark
movie, there’s no “meet cute,” the
moment where the couple first
meet under humorous or awkward
circumstances.

In the love story that is Christ-
mas, the Son of God leaves
heaven and comes to Earth to
profess his love to a stiff-necked
people who not only reject him,
but eventually kill him.

That would be us.

Unlike a Hallmark movie where
the beloved is flawed but beauti-
ful, not so much with us.

And that’s the wonder of the

Nancy
Kennedy
Grace Notes

story, that God, in the person of
Jesus, would choose to set his
love on us.

The Bible records a number of
love stories. There’s Boaz, a kind,
rich man who marries a poor
young widow who is not even an
Israelite.

There’s Isaac, the son of Abra-
ham and Sarah, and Rebekah
whose marriage is personally
arranged by God, with the couple
being introduced to each other by
an angel.

With Joseph and Mary, Joseph
goes against his culture to marry
an unwed, pregnant virgin, cho-
sen by God to be the mother of
Jesus.

But the love story that most re-
sembles the relationship between
God and us is Hosea and Gomer.

God tells the prophet Hosea to
marry Gomer, a prostitute. This is
God’s way of showing his people
how he feels about their idolatry,
likening their straying and un-
faithfulness to Gomer’s adultery.

God also uses Hosea’s continual
forgiveness of Gomer to demon-
strate his grace and love to us.

“As a bridegroom rejoices over
his bride, so will your God rejoice
over you” (Isaiah 62:5).

Jesus came to Earth to pursue
the very ones who scorned him.

My husband particularly likes
the Hallmark movies about a
prince or king. Often, the prince
is about to enter an arranged mar-
riage that he’s not thrilled about,
but then he meets a girl who, at
first, is all wrong for him.

But he loves her and spends the
rest of the movie proving his love,
winning her over.

Because it’s a Hallmark movie,
love wins.

For us, because Jesus is our
King, the greatest love wins.

Merry Christmas!

Nancy Kennedy is the author of “Move
Over, Victoria — | Know the Real Secret,”
“Girl on a Swing,” and her latest book,
“Lipstick Grace.” She can be reached
at 352-564-2927 or via email at
nkennedy@chronicleonline.com.

Giving Tree provides gifts
to nursing home residents

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

The Legion of Mary at St.
Scholastica Catholic Church
participates in reaching out to
area nursing homes each year
to bring Christmas blessings
to persons who are suffering
through their Giving Tree
program.

The Giving Tree is a way
for all parishioners to join
our church family during
the Christmas season. This
includes the Knights of Co-
lumbus and the children at
St. John Paul IT School who
helped to wrap the gifts for
the needy children of the area.

The Legion of Mary thanks
all who helped to make this
a successful year of giving.
More than 140 gifts were col-
lected for distribution to four
nursing homes.

The Legion of Mary is a
world-wide spiritual prayer
group that began in Dublin,
Ireland in 1921 and is now in
every country in the world.

They are a small group that
does much of the outreach for
the church with weekly rosa-
ry and communion services at
nursing homes, rosary rallies
and prayer support.

They also conduct a Pilgrim
Virgin Statue Program, where

members Vvisit a parishioner’s
home with the Our Lady of
Fatima statue. Members lead

opening prayers, offer inten- S
tions and pray the rosary with s

the family before taking their
leave.

The family prays the rosary
daily and tries to avoid sin for
a week, after which the Le-
gion of Mary members come
back, lead closing prayers
and take the statue to the next
home.

Anyone can join in their
spiritual works to bring peo-
ple closer to the blessed
Mother Mary and her son
Jesus.

Special to the Chronicle
Pictured are members of the Legion of Mary with assisted living residents at Rosecastle of Citrus
Assisted Living and Memory Care Center, where they lead a sing-a-long and presented Christmas
gifts.

Special to the Chronicle
The St. Scholastica Knights of Columbus Council 14485 presented a donation to Our Lady of Good
Counsel Camp in Floral City to be put toward the renovation of their cabins.

Knights present check for
Good Counsel Camp renovation

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

St. Scholastica Knights of
Columbus Council 14485
in Lecanto recently donat-
ed $8,126.90 to Our Lady
of Good Counsel Camp in
Floral City to assist in the
renovation of 12 cabins.

The money came from a
raffle the Knights conduct-
ed. This is the third year
the council has raised mon-
ey for cabin renovations.
So far, they have donated
$19,578.90 in total.

The camp has been in-

volved with the youth of
Citrus County and beyond
for more than 70 years. It is
owned and operated by the
Catholic Diocese of St. Pe-
tersburg.

Every Summer the Camp
welcomes more than 500
boys and girls of all faiths
between the ages of 7 and
15 to take part in its summer
programs and activities.

Some of the renovation of
the cabins have been com-
pleted. The remaining work
to be done is the installation
of new windows and doors,

heaters and air-conditioning
and the purchase of new
bunk beds.

The total cost of the ren-
ovation of the 12 cabins
is $212,000. With updat-
ed cabins, it will allow the
youth groups and ministries
to be more comfortable
during the hot summer and
cold winter months.

For more information or
to donate to this effort, call
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Camp at 352-270-8831 or
visit goodcounselcamp.org/
donate.

NOTES

From page A19

center. For information,
call Frances Austin at
352-746-5943.

Cross Bound Ministry
Broadcasts with a focus
on Bible teaching and
strengthening the family
on radio station 720AM
every Sunday at 8 a.m.

SUPPORT

Homosassa First United

Methodist Church

The free Memory Lane
Support Group & Respite
Program meets from 1 to
3 p.m. every Monday at
Homosassa First United
Methodist Church, 8831
W. Bradshaw St.

This program has been
in existence for nearly 10
years. It started as a sup-
port group for caregivers,
but quickly evolved into
a support group for those
caring for loved ones with
memory issues and de-
mentia.

For more information,
call 352-628-4083 or visit
lumc.org.

St. Thomas the Apostle

Catholic Church

Bereavement  Support
Group Thursday meet-
ings in the hall behind
the church in Homosassa.
We take a positive ap-
proach to grief by help-
ing grievers learn how to

make a new life. Thirty
years of experience. The
group meets 1-3 p.m. St.
Thomas the Apostle is on
U.S. 19, 300 yards south-
west of Cardinal, just
past Walmart, on the west
side. For information, call
352-220-1959.
The Hills Church

Celebrate Recovery
meets every Monday
from 6-8 p.m. at The
Hills Church, 2 Civic Cir-
cle, Beverly Hills. It is a
Christ-centered recovery
group for hurts, hang-ups
and habits. No child care;
authorized to sign court
slips. Call Tom or Sheila
Boss for more informa-
tion, at 410-353-7857 or
410-271-4112. Celebra-
terecovery.com.

North Oak Church

North Oak Church is of-
fering group support for
caregivers of dementia
patients at 6:30 p.m. the
first Thursday monthly
at the church, 9324 N.
Elkcam Blvd. in Citrus
Springs.

Caregiving is a difficult
job and often goes unre-
warded. Dementia has a
unique set of difficulties
and circumstances that
can be helped by meeting
with other caregivers who
may be experiencing the
same problems.

The group will be led
by Bernie Collins, retired
psychiatric nurse. No re-

ligious affiliation is need-
ed to attend.

For more information,
call 352-489-1688 or visit
northoakbc.org.

A GriefShare support
group will begin meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 5 at
North Oak Church, 9324
N. Elkcam Blvd. in Citrus
Springs.

GriefShare seminars and
support groups are led by
people who understand
grief and want to help.
Gain access to valuable
resources and workbooks
to help recover from loss
and look forward to re-
building.

Attendees learn helpful,
practical information that
will help with recovery
from the pain of grief and
loss. Group members will
have the opportunity to
tell their story, but there’s
never pressure to do so.

Become part of a fam-
ily and learn how to go
through a healthy season
of grieving, then begin
transitioning to emotion-
al and spiritual whole-
ness. They call this “your
journey from mourning to
joy.”

Join this GriefShare
group any time after Jan.
5. For more information,
call 352-489-1688.

Sarah Gatling is features edi-
tor of the Citrus County Chron-
icle. Email her at sgatling@
chronicleonline.com.
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Chris 0’Meara / AP
Central Florida running back Isaiah Bowser (5) follows a block by offensive lineman Matthew Lee
on Florida defensive lineman Jalen Lee during the first half of the Gasparilla Bowl on Thursday.

Bowl bragging rights

Bowser boosts UCF
to 29-17 Gasparilla
Bowl win over Florida

By MARK DIDTLER
Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Isaiah
Bowser ran for 155 yards
and two touchdowns, Ryan
O’Keefe had 85 yards on
seven receptions, and Cen-
tral Florida earned Sunshine
State bragging rights by
beating Florida 29-17 in the
Gasparilla Bowl on Thurs-
day night.

UCF (9-4) took a 26-17
lead late in the third when
Daniel Obarski made a 21-
yard field goal and Mikey
Keene threw a 54-yard scor-

ing strike to O’Keefe in the
span of about two minutes.
Obarski then made it 29-17
on a 33-yarder with 2:41 to
play.

“Yeah, we are the best in
Florida,” said O’Keefe, who
also had 110 rushing yards.
“We always thought that,
but now we finally got to
prove it.”

Florida quarterback Emo-
ry Jones, playing in his final
game with the Gators before
entering the transfer portal,
completed 14 of 36 passes
for 171 yards. He also ran
for 62 yards on 10 carries.

“Not thinking about my
future right now,” Jones
said. “Will talk to my mom
and family, and then made a
decision.”

Florida was led by interim

coach Greg Knox, who took
over when Dan Mullen was
fired before the regular-sea-
son finale against Florida
State. Former Louisiana
coach Billy Napier will take
over for the 2022 season.
Florida (6-7) finished with
its first losing record since
2017.

The Gators had eight pen-
alties for 85 yards.

“You can’t make the mis-
takes we made and expect
to win,” Knox said. “I think
our guys played hard, just
was not able to overcome
the mistakes we made.”

UCF outgained Florida
436-376.

“We beat ‘em hand-
ilyy” UCF coach Gus

See UCF, page B3

Ode to

SPORTS

A year when games and
fans came off the bench

By FRED LIEF
Associated Press

Essentially better, wouldn’t you say?
Fans back in the stands and games back in

play.

Clearly more settled but far from routine:
Some shots from the arc, some for the vaccine.
A year on the rebound crisscrossing sports.

A year next to normal, progress of sorts.

First Quarter

The New Year strikes,
ignite the flame.

Bama, Buckeyes reach title
game.

Browns and playoffs: Now
there’s a match.

DeVonta Smith, a Heisman
catch.

Capitol Hill, a violent sea.

The Heat and Celtics take
a knee.

New New York star, good
as it gets —

Lindor leaves Cleveland,
dealt to Mets.

A limb falls from the Dodg-
er tree —

Tom Lasorda was 93.

Tide surges in a dull affair

To send Nick Saban past
the Bear.

Nets nab Harden, aiming
higher.

Jags try likewise, Urban
Meyer.

Australian tennis, quaran-
tine.

Olympics nearing, what’s
it mean?

A star grows dim in base-
ball’s sky

As Henry Aaron passes by.

A shutout vote for base-
ball’s Hall,

Though Schilling nearly
gets a call.

Bucs, Brady ride on cruise
control

And stay at home for Super
Bowl.

Chiefs dethroned, Tampa
Bay is king

And Brady gets his seventh
ring.

Lombardi Trophy tossed
from boat —

Pass completed by foot-
ball’s GOAT.

Prep for Tokyo goes off the
track,

With leaders talking sexist
smack.

McDowell exults, Daytona
bash —

Grabs first win, eludes last-
lap crash.

Djokovic’s season under-
way,

Ninth Aussie crown on
resume.

A morning drive, a roll, a
tree —

Woods wrecks his speeding
SUV.

Shattered leg, orthopedic
mess.

Any more golf? Anyone’s
guess.

Kyle Larson, banned for
racist crack,

Returns and wins, Las
Vegas track.

Conference tournaments,
disarray.

Coronavirus comes to play.

A boxing marvel pound for
pound,

Marvin Hagler goes one
last round.

Drew Brees retires, time
to go.

Roy Williams follows, ends

the show.

March Madness not the
same event,

The games now played in
one big tent.

But NCAA proves all
thumbs —

Men get red carpet. Wom-
en? Crumbs.

Elgin Baylor, whose game
took flight,

Now passes into that good
night.

NFL adds one game to
sked.

Smell of money goes to its
head.

Second Quarter

Opening day but no at-bats

When COVID scraps the
Mets at Nats.

Atlanta stripped of All-Star
Game,

With Georgia’s voting law
to blame.

Gonzaga gasps, comes up
for air

On Jalen Suggs’ half-court
prayer.

Stanford women make
curtain call,

Beat Arizona, Pac-12 ball.

Next night, the Baylor
Bears shift gears.

Zags’ perfect season disap-
pears.

Matsuyama, the Masters
man,

Sets major milestone for
Japan.

No-hitters, once rare Beau-
jolais,

Are now served up most
every day.

Rich Euro clubs conspire,
bolt.

Rogue league shot down as
fans revolt.

Medina Spirit, Churchill
Downs;

Bob Baffert, seven Derby
Crowns.

Failed drug test puts the
win in doubt

And Churchill Downs kicks

Baffert out.

Gregory Bull / AP

Tampa Bay quarterback Tom Brady celebrates with the Vince Lombardi Trophy after winning Super Bowl 55 on Feb. 7

Sue Ogrocki / AP

Atlanta Braves pitcher Will Smith, front, and catcher Travis d’Arnaud celebrate after winning the World Series over
See ODE, page B3  the Houston Astros on Nov. 2 in Houston. The Braves won 7-0.
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Special to the Chronicle

From left, Tom Hardesty and George Crichlow.

Citrus Hills players
win pickleball finals

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Two teams from Citrus
Hills recently took first and
third place in pickleball,
men’s doubles, in the state
finals.

George Crichlow and
Tom Hardesty placed first
and Randy Titkemeyer and
Mitch Levine placed third in

their respective age groups.
The finals were held in Fort
Lauderdale on Dec. 17-18
and included only those
players who qualified in re-
gional tournaments around
the state.

Both Citrus Hills teams
will now move on to the na-
tional Senior Games which
will be held in May.

Special to the Chronicle

From left, Randy Titkemeyer and Mitch Levine.

MERRYCHRIST

from your friends at Eagle!

° The CHRISTMAS CHEER continues!

We have more gifts to give during our "5 DAYS & 5 WAYS TO SAVE" Event! Now is the best
time to trade into a new car, truck, or SUV. Vehicles are worth more during this event
than at any other time, so this is the perfect opportunity to take advantage of year end
discounts and incentives. Celebrate the New Year in a New Car from Eagle Buick GMC!
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Without NHL, Russia emerges
as favorite for Olympic gold

By JAMES ELLINGWORTH
Associated Press

Russia, OAR, ROC — whatever the
name, now that the NHL is out of the
Beijing Olympics, the Russians will
be the favorites for the gold medal.

After the NHL withdrew from the
Beijing Olympics on Wednesday to
save a league schedule ravaged by
virus outbreaks on numerous teams,
Europe-based players are set to dom-
inate the Olympic men’s tournament.

That puts the Russians, competing
in Beijing as ROC for Russian Olym-
pic Committee, in a strong position to
retain the gold medal it won in 2018
under the Olympic Athletes from Rus-
sia name. The name changes were re-
quired as part of Russia’s sanctions for
various doping-related issues across
multiple Olympic sports.

Just as it was four years ago, the
Kontinental Hockey League remains
the strongest league outside of the
NHL. Russia has used the big-spend-
ing SKA St. Petersburg and CSKA
Moscow clubs to keep some talent-
ed younger Russians at home when
they might otherwise have moved to
North America.

The Russian roster will be less fa-
miliar to North American fans than
the 2018 lineup led by Pavel Datsyuk
and Ilya Kovalchuk, who haven’t
officially retired but haven’t played
any hockey this season. Kovalchuk
may be in Beijing in a manager role
for the Russian Hockey Federation.
Some 2018 gold medalists are now in
the NHL, including Minnesota Wild
forward Kirill Kaprizov, Ottawa Sen-
ators defenseman Artem Zub and two
of the three goaltenders: the New
York Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin and
Islanders’ Ilya Sorokin.

Expect center Vadim Shipachyov,
briefly of the Vegas Golden Knights
in 2017-18, to star for the ROC. He
has 21 goals and 36 assists in 40
games in the KHL this season for
Dynamo Moscow. Experienced for-
ward Mikhail Grigorenko is available
because he moved back to Russia
this season after spending 2020-21
with the Columbus Blue Jackets, and
former New Jersey Devils wing Ni-
kita Guseyv is likely to make the ros-
ter, too. Former Los Angeles Kings
defenseman Slava Voynov has not
played in the NHL since a 2014 do-

Alexander Zemlianichenko / AP

Russia’s Vyacheslav Voynov, center bottom, celebrates with his teammates after scor-
ing his side’s second goal during the Channel One Cup ice hockey match between

Russia and Finland in Moscow on Dec. 19.

mestic violence arrest and subsequent
suspension, but he is also considered
key to Russia’s plans.

Finland’s chance

The Russians can be beaten, though.
Finland proved that Sunday with a
3-2 overtime win in Moscow during
the Channel One Cup, a tournament
used as a pre-Olympic tune-up for
non-NHL players.

The game-winning goal was a bi-
zarre one, awarded by the referees
because of a penalty on a Finland
breakaway facing the empty Russian
net. The puck never entered the net.
Finland won all three of its games in
the tournament but needed overtime
twice.

Former NHL players who are can-
didates for Finland include forwards
Markus Granlund and Leo Komarov
and defenseman Julius Honka. Ko-
marov played a game for the Island-
ers earlier this season before agreeing
to mutually terminate his contract.

Canada sent a team to the tourna-
ment too, beating Sweden but losing
to Finland and Russia with a roster
assembled from clubs in six different
countries.

Two free agents, defenseman Jason
Demers and center Eric Fehr, brought
much-needed experience with 699
and 652 career NHL games, respec-
tively, and both subsequently signed

with the same KHL team.

Former Montreal Canadiens coach
Claude Julien is in line to be behind
the bench for Canada, with ex-Ar-
izona Coyotes captain Shane Doan
the top candidate to serve as general
manager.

Wearing throwback Soviet Union
uniforms, Russia had wins over Can-
ada, Sweden and the Czech Republic.

USA Hockey could soon turn to
assistant executive director of hock-
ey operations and retired NHL goal-
tender John Vanbiesbrouck as GM.
Former Rangers coach David Quinn
is a leading candidate to get the U.S.
Olympic job overseeing a roster that
include some college players.

Germany’s year again?

The absence of the NHL creates op-
portunities for a surprise medalist. In
2018, that was Germany, which took
silver after a 4-3 overtime loss to the
Russians in the final.

The Germans were helped by their
team cohesion, with players almost
entirely drawn from their national
Bundesliga and familiar with each
other’s play. The NHL’s decision
means MVP Leon Draisaitl is still
waiting to represent his country at the
Olympics. Germany beat Slovakia,
Switzerland and a Russian “B” team
in a tune-up tournament on home ice
in November.
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AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pt PF PA
NewEngland 9 5 0 .643 367 227
Buffalo 8 6 0 .571 394 243
Miami 7 7 0 500 285 312
e-N.Y. Jets 311 0 .214 250 428
South
W L T Pt PF PA
Tennessee 10 5 0 .667 357 326
Indianapolis 8 6 0 .571 398 300
e-Houston 311 0 .214 207 372
e-Jacksonville 2 12 0 .143 196 370
North
W L T Pt PF PA
Baltimore 8 6 0 .571 334 315
Cincinnati 8 6 0 .571 369 303
Pittsburgh 7 6 1 .536 291 335
Cleveland 7 7 0 .500 292 305
West
W L T Pt PF PA
KansasCity 10 4 0 .714 385 296
LA Chargers 8 6 0 .571 379 370
Denver 7 7 0 .500 285 243
Las Vegas 7 7 0 .500 299 374
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pt PF PA
x-Dallas 10 4 0 .714 401 293
Phila. 7 7 0 .500 364 308
Washington 6 8 0 .429 283 351
N.Y. Giants 410 0 .286 238 331
South
W L T Pt PF PA
TampaBay 10 4 0 .714 410 306
New Orleans 7 7 0 .500 313 285
Atlanta 6 8 0 .429 258 384
Carolina 5 9 0 .357 271 313
North
W L T Pt PF PA
y-GreenBay 11 3 0 .786 359 302
Minnesota 7 7 0 .500 361 342
e-Chicago 410 0 .286 240 349
e-Detroit 211 1 179 243 366
West
W L T Pt PF PA
Arizona 10 4 0 .714 378 284
L.A. Rams 10 4 0 .714 386 303
San Francisco 8 7 0 .533 377 334
Seattle 5 9 0 .357 282 282

e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
Thursday’s Game
Tennessee 20, San Francisco 17
Saturday’s Games
Cleveland at Green Bay, 4:30 p.m.
Indianapolis at Arizona, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Baltimore at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at New England, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Houston, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Phila., 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Denver at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Kansas City, 4:25 p.m.
Washington at Dallas, 8:20 p.m.
Monday’s Game
Miami at New Orleans, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 2
Atlanta at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Carolina at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at New England, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Miami at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Phila. at Washington, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 p.m.
Houston at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Arizona at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Detroit at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Baltimore, 4:25 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8:20 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 3
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
w L Pct GB
Brooklyn 21 9 700 —
Boston 16 16  .500 6
Phila. 16 16 .500 6
Toronto 14 15 483 6%
New York 14 18 438 8
Southeast Division
w L Pct GB
Miami 20 13 606 —
Washington 17 15 531 2
Charlotte 1717 500 3%
Atlanta 15 16 484 4
Orlando 7 26 212 13
Central Division
L Pct GB
Chicago 19 10 655 —
Milwaukee 21 13 618 ¥
Cleveland 19 13 594 1%
Indiana 14 19 424 7
Detroit 5 26 .161 15
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
L Pct GB
Memphis 19 14 576 —
Dallas 15 16 484 3
San Antonio 13 18 419 5
New Orleans 12 21 .364 7
Houston 10 23  .303 9
Northwest Division
w Pct GB
Utah 22 9 710 —
Denver 15 16  .484 7
Minnesota 15 17 469 7%
Portland 13 19 406 92
Oklahoma City 11 20  .355 11
Pacific Division
Pct GB
Phoenix 26 5 839 —
Golden State 26 6 .813 2
L.A. Clippers 17 15 531 9%
L.A. Lakers 16 17 485 11
Sacramento 13 20 394 14
Thursday’s Games

Indiana 118, Houston 106
Atlanta 98, Phila. 96
New Orleans 110, Orlando 104
Washington 124, New York 117
Miami 115, Detroit 112
Milwaukee 102, Dallas 95
Phoenix 113, Oklahoma City 101
Utah 128, Minnesota 116
Charlotte 115, Denver 107
Golden State 113, Memphis 104
San Antonio 138, L.A. Lakers 110
Brooklyn at Portland, ppd
Friday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Saturday’s Games
Atlanta at New York, 12 p.m.
Boston at Milwaukee, 2:30 p.m.
Golden State at Phoenix, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at L.A. Lakers, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Utah, 10:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Orlando at Miami, 3:30 p.m.
Memphis at Sacramento, 6 p.m.
Phila. at Washington, 6 p.m.
Toronto at Cleveland, 6 p.m.
Detroit at San Antonio, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Oklahoma City, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Clippers, 9 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Houston at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Utah at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Memphis at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Portland, 10 p.m.
Brooklyn at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

UCF 29, FLORIDA 17

UCF 0 9 17 3
Florida 7 3 7 0

First Quarter

FLA—Pierce 2 run (Howard kick), 1:22.
Second Quarter

UCF—Bowser 3 run (pass failed), 12:29.

UCF—FG Obarski 34, 6:16.

FLA—FG Howard 26, 1:36.

Third Quarter
UCF—Bowser 4 run (Obarski kick), 10:00.
FLA—M.Davis 19 run (Howard kick), 7:57.
UCF—FG Obarski 21, 3:04.

UCF—O’Keefe 54 pass from Keene (Obar-
ski kick), 1:08.

Fourth Quarter

UCF—FG Obarski 33, 2:41.

— 29
- 17

A—63,669.

UCF FLA
First downs 20 19
Total Net Yards 436 376
Rushes-yards 50-288 30-205
Passing 148 17
Punt Returns 2-13 3-24
Kickoff Returns 2-56 6-109
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 15-25-0  14-37-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-14 2-3
Punts 5-41.6 6-44.667
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 4-42 8-85
Time of Possession 34:39 25:21

Mega Millions jackpot
$187 million
Pick 2 Midday
8-9, Fireball: 8
Pick 3 Midday
5-9-9, Fireball: 8
Pick 4 Midday
2-5-8-6, Fireball: 8

FLORIDA LOTTERY

Friday’s winning numbers

Pick 5 Midday
1-1-5-7-8, Fireball: 8
Powerball jackpot
$400 million

Drawings as of 3 p.m. Friday

Game: Teams TBA
Teams TBA

Game: Teams TBA

las DeLomba

UCF vs Florida (Taped)

Packers

ON THE AIRWAVES

NBA
12 p.m. (ESPN): Atlanta Hawks at New York Knicks
2:30 p.m. (ABC): Boston Celtics at Milwaukee Bucks
5 p.m. (ABC): Golden State Warriors at Phoenix Suns
8 p.m. (ABC): Brooklyn Nets at Los Angeles Lakers
10:30 p.m. (ESPN): Dallas Mavericks at Utah Jazz
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
1:30 p.m. (ESPNU): Diamond Head Classic, 7th Place

4 p.m. (ESPNU): Diamond Head Classic, 5th Place Game:
6:30 p.m. (ESPN2): Diamond Head Classic, 3rd Place

9 p.m. (ESPN2): Diamond Head Classic, Final: Teams TBA
BOXING
8 p.m. (FOX): PBC Fight Night: Vito Mielnicki Jr. vs. Nicho-

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2:30 p.m. (ESPN): Camellia Bowl — Georgia State vs Ball St.
9 p.m. (ESPNU): Union Home Mortgage Gasparilla Bowl —

NFL
4:30 p.m. (FOX, NFL): Cleveland Browns at Green Bay

8:15 p.m. (NFL): Indianapolis Colts at Arizona Cardinals
U.S. OLYMPIC TRIALS
12:30 p.m. (NBC): Ski Jumping
RODEO
2 p.m. (CBS): Cowtown Christmas Championship (Taped)
WINTER SPORTS
4 p.m. (NBC): Snowboarding Visa Big Air (Taped)

Titans rally from 10
down, edge 49ers

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)
— Randy Bullock kicked
a 44-yard field goal with 4
seconds remaining and the
banged-up Tennessee Ti-

tans rallied from a 10-point
halftime deficit to beat the
San Francisco 49ers 20-17
Thursday night.

The Titans (10-5) are a
win or a Colts’ loss away
from clinching their second
straight AFC South.

Chris 0’Meara / AP

Central Florida wide receiver Ryan 0’Keefe, left, and head coach Gus Matzahn holds their tro-
phies after winning the Gasparilla Bowl over Florida on Thursday in Tampa.

UCF

From page B1

Malzahn said. “The best is
yet to come. We're fight-
ing against the three big
in-state schools. A lot of
them, the logos are really
cool, but I really believe
we’re the program of the
future.”

It was the first time the
time the two teams played
since Florida won 42-0
during its 2006 national
championship season. The
Gators also won 58-27 in
1999.

Florida led 10-9 at half-
time behind Chris How-
ard’s 26-yard field goal
with 1:36 left in the second
quarter.

O’Keefe had a 74-yard
run in third quarter, setting
up Bowser’s TD run from
4 yards out to put UCF up
16-10. Florida regained the
lead, 17-16, on its next pos-
session when Malik Davis
had a 19-yard rushing TD.

But UCF ended up scoring
again in the quarter, taking
the lead for good.

Keene replaced starting
QB Dillon Gabriel, who
broke his left collarbone
against Louisville in Sep-
tember. The true freshman
went 14 of 22 for 144 yards
on Thursday.

The announced crowd
at Raymond James Stadi-
um, the home of the NFL’s
Tampa Bay Buccaneers,
was a Gasparilla Bowl re-
cord of 63,669.

Scary moment

Florida wide receiver Jus-
tin Shorter was taken off
the field on a cart after a
hard hit late in the fourth
quarter.

His neck was immobi-
lized by medical personnel
on the field. Knox had no
update postgame.

A tribute

UCF brought a No. 2 uni-
form onto the field before
the game to honor former

Knights running back Otis
Anderson Jr., who died last
month at the age of 23.
“Otis was like a big
brother to me and when
he passed away, it hit me
hard,” O’Keefe said. “I
saw his jersey in the locker
room and I decided I was
going to play for him.”

Strange stoppage

The game was briefly
delayed in the first quarter
when Florida linebacker
Ty’Ron Hopper lost his
helmet.

It got caught in the face-
mask of UCF guard Cole
Schneider, and it took a
couple of minutes to sepa-
rate the two helmets. Later,
Hopper was ejected in the
third quarter after throwing
a punch.

Push and shove

After the game ended, the
teams were involved in a
scrum that featured push-
ing and shoving near mid-
field.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—-UCF, Bowser 35-155, 0’Keefe
4-110, Richardson 3-40, A.Johnson 1-4,
Navarro 1-3, Gatewood 1-(minus 1), (Team)
2-(minus 4), Keene 3-(minus 19). Florida,
Davis 7-86, Jones 10-62, Pierce 13-57.
Passing—UCF, Keene 14-22-0-144, Navarro
1-2-0-4, Gatewood 0-1-0-0. Florida, Jones
14-36-0-171, Whittemore 0-1-0-0.
Receiving—UCF, 0’Keefe 7-85, Richardson
3-29, AHoller 2-14, Mokiao-Atimalala
2-11, Craig-Myers 1-9. Florida, Shorter
3-54, Wells 3-41, Whittemore 3-22, Cope-
land 2-35, Gamble 1-15, Henderson 1-5,
Pierce 1-(minus 1).

Missed Field Goals-UCF, Obarski 51. Flori-
da, Howard 51, Howard 45.

2021-22 Bowl Glance
Thursday, Dec. 23
Frisco Football Classic
Frisco, Texas
Miami (Ohio) 27, North Texas 14
Gasparilla Bowl
Tampa, Fla.
UCF 29, Florida 17
Friday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
Honolulu
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), canceled
Saturday, Dec. 25
Camellia Bowl
Montgomery, Ala.
Ball St. (6-6) vs. Georgia St. (7-5), 2:30 p.m.
(ESPN)
Monday, Dec. 27
Quick Lane Bowl
Detroit
Nevada (8-4) vs. W. Michigan (7-5), 11 a.m.
(ESPN)
Military Bowl
Annapolis, Md.
Boston College (6-6) vs. East Carolina (7-5),
2:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Tuesday, Dec. 28
Birmingham Bowl
Birmingham, Ala.
No. 21 Houston (11-2) vs. Auburn (6-6),
Noon (ESPN)
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl
Dallas
Air Force (9-3) vs. Louisville (6-6), 3:15 p.m.
(ESPN)
Liberty Bowl!
Memphis, Tenn.
Mississippi St. (7-5) vs. Texas Tech (6-6),
6:45 p.m. (ESPN)
Holiday Bowl!
San Diego
UCLA (8-4) vs. No. 18 NC State (9-3), 8 p.m.
(FOX)
Guaranteed Rate Bowl
Phoenix
Minnesota (8-4) vs. West Virginia (6-6),
10:15 p.m. (ESPN)
Wednesday, Dec. 29
Fenway Bowl
Boston
Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), 11 a.m. (ESPN)
Pinstripe Bowl
New York
Virginia Tech (6-6) vs. Maryland (6-6), 2:15
p.m. (ESPN)
Cheez-1t Bowl
Orlando, Fla.
No. 19 Clemson (9-3) vs. lowa St. (7-5),
5:45 p.m. (ESPN)
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio
No. 14 Oklahoma (10-2) vs. No. 15 Oregon
(10-3), 9:15 a.m. (ESPN)
Thursday, Dec. 30
Duke’s Mayo Bowl
Charlotte, N.C.
South Carolina (6-6) vs. North Carolina (6-
6), 11:30 a.m. (ESPN)
Music City Bowl
Nashville
Purdue (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5), 3 p.m.
(ESPN)
Peach Bowl
Atlanta
No. 11 Michigan St. (10-2) vs. No. 13 Pitts-
burgh (11-2), 7 p.m. (ESPN)
Las Vegas Bowl
Las Vegas
Wisconsin (8-4) vs. Arizona St. (8-4), 10:30
p.m. (ESPN)
Friday, Dec. 31
College Football Playoff Semifinal
Orange Bowl
Miami Gardens, Fla.
No. 2 Michigan (12-1) vs. No. 3 Georgia (12-
1), 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)

College Football Playoff Semifinal
Cotton Bowl Classic
Arlington, Texas
No. 1 Alabama (12-1) vs. No. 4 Cincinnati

(13-0), 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Gator Bowl
Jacksonville, Fla.
No. 20 Wake Forest (10-3) vs. Rutgers (5-7),
10 a.m. (ESPN)
Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas
Washington St. (7-5) vs. Miami (7-5), Noon
(CBS)
Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.
Cent. Michigan (8-4) vs. Boise St. (7-5), 2
p.m. (Barstool Sports)

ODE

From page B1

Happy birthday! Let it be
sung:

Mays is 90, forever
young.

No Baffert, here’s how
Preakness goes:

Rombauer wins, Medina
shows.

Canelo brutal and un-
bowed

At Cowboys’ home with
record crowd.

Games greenlighted by
10C

Even if COVID’s running
free.

Mickelson takes the
PGA.

Oh, he believes in yester-
day.

Fans swarm fairway, for-
bidding scene

As Lefty, Koepka walk to-
ward green.

Castroneves still gets it
done

At 46, four Indys won.

French Open comes, Osa-
ka goes

And speaks of pain that
no one knows,

The mental anguish she
can’t shake —

It’s simply time to take a
break.

Jon Rahm nears Memori-
al rout —

A COVID
knocks him out.

Nadal loses on French red
clay!

(Moons explode across
Milky Way.)

Djokovic dodges five-set
jam,

Tsitsipas falls — halfway
to Slam.

No test or virus under-
mines

Rahm’s Open title, Torrey
Pines.

Can college athletes play
for pay?

Supreme Court rules, re-
sounding yea.

Nassib comes out,
“great weight” lifts,

Barrier falls, pro football
shifts.

Major League Baseball’s
had enough,

Cracks down on pitchers’
sticky stuff.

Antetokounmpo hurts his
knee.

Connor McDavid, MVP.

Third Quarter

Hardly baseball’s finest
hour —

What to do with Trevor
Bauer?

Dan Snyder hit with hefty
fine

For workplace deemed
best fit for swine.

Again, the Lightning win
it all.

No Stanley Cup for Mon-

test then

his

treal.

Another twist, Olympic
plans:

No roaring crowds; in
fact, no fans.

Raise a glass, a dry mar-
tini —

Novak knocks off Berret-
tini.

Twentieth Slam, Wimble-
don spree.

His Grand Slam quest?
He’s 3 for 3.

Euros: Italy. Down go
Brits,

Pelted with racist online
hits.

Shohei Ohtani, arm and
bat,

The All-Star Game his
habitat.

Morikawa, his game’s got
clout,

Wins British Open first
time out.

Tour de France, it’s two in
a row:

Tadej Pogacar runs this
show.

Milwaukee Bucks
live the dream,

Their crown last
when with Kareem.

Giannis shifts to higher
gear,

Suns go in six — best “Fear
the Deer.”

In Cleveland, after hot de-
bate,

The Guardians step to the
plate.

At last, the Tokyo Games
begin

Much to the public’s great
chagrin.

Cauldron’s lit by Osaka’s
hands

Before near empty, ghost-
like stands.

All eyes soon turn to Sim-
one Biles,

Her tribulations and her
trials,

Not least the “twisties,” so
we learned,

Where up from down
can’t be discerned.

Still, bright lights burn,
and we behold:

Caeleb Dressel, his haul
of gold;

Thompson-Herah, double
sprint queen;

Allyson Felix, evergreen;

Karsten Warholm,
eye-popping race;

Sunisa Lee, resplendent

now

won

grace.
Then Texas, Oklahoma
flee
And fatten the fat SEC.
Scherzer to Dodgers,
deadline day.

Westbrook’s home with
James in LA.

Jays regain a sense of or-
der,

Flocking home north of
the border.

Lawyers, money, tears
and remorse —
Barcelona’s Messi  di-
VOrce.

Baseball goes to where
myths are born:

“Field of Dreams,” with
plenty of corn.

Pacquiao loses and now
leans

Toward run to lead the
Philippines.

Saints sent packing, hurri-
cane strike.

Pats tell Cam Newton:
Take a hike.

U.S. Open, much to savor.

Novak looks to stand with
Laver.

His final, though, best to
forget.

Daniil Medvedev
says “nyet.”

In Congress,
testify —

Ignored, betrayed by FBI.

Philly longs for an elix-
ir

For Ben Simmons, brood-
ing Sixer.

Ryder Cup rout, United
States:

Stricker’s young team
rules Whistling Straits.

just

gymnasts

Fourth Quarter

Women’s soccer rocked
by abuse.

League leader
coaches cut loose.

Brady’s back at his old
domain.

Bucs beat New England
in the rain.

Talladega,
place,

At every turn a landmark
race.

Fury stops Wilder, fierce
right hook.

A trilogy ends. Close the
book.

Jon  Gruden
Coarse and vile,

His emails spewing end-
less bile.

Tide’s big winning streak
hits a wall.

Boston Marathon’s run in
fall.

Irving’s unvaxxed — it’s
“best for me” —

And barred from games in
NYC.

Seattle Kraken, league’s
new guy.

Light streaks across Chi-
cago Sky.

Lost in the muck most of
the year,

Braves ascend to another
sphere.

Rosario, Fried fuel the
run.

Freddie Freeman, the fa-
vorite son.

Riley, Swanson,
Soler.

‘Stros fall in six; Braves
walk on air.

Then Aaron Rodgers the-
orized

His “research” finds he’s
“immunized.”

Rams sniff the big prize,
seize the day,

Sign Von Miller and OBJ.

Kyle Larson, once with-
out a car,

Now NASCAR’s champ

quits,

Wallace’s

resigns.

Jorge

and transformed star.
College basketball’s un-

derway —
A long goodbye for
Duke’s Coach K.

Tennis shaken amid great
fears —

Chinese star Peng Shuai
disappears.

WTA shows some spine.

The IOC? Craven, supine.

An MVP, ain’t that the
truth,

Ohtani likened to Babe
Ruth.

Staples Center stripped of
its name —

Cryptocurrency stakes its
claim.

Suns surge with reborn
Golden State.

Packers, Patriots, perco-
late.

Why are Kelly,
Dame through?

Ninety-five million, LSU.

Lee Elder stood among
golf’s greats,

Rattling Augusta’s creaky
gates.

Time’s up for baseball’s
CBA,

Notre

With  Scherzer, Seager
making hay.
Player lockout. Here’s

where things stand:

A sport shuts down in no-
man’s land.

Cincinnati grabs playoff
ride,

As do Michigan, Georgia,
Tide.

A long wait ends with
much acclaim —

Gil Hodges makes the
Hall of Fame.

Death on a California
track:

Medina Spirit, heart at-
tack.

Beijing under a micro-
scope.

Winter Games ride slip-
pery slope.

U.S. tells China’s auto-
crats:

We will not send our dip-
lomats!

MLS Cup, what’ll it be?

First crown for NYCFC.

Bryce Young extends
Tide’s Heisman run.

Family golf for Woods &
Son.

Basketball  stands
guard with thee:

Stephen Curry, king of the
3.

Team and coach a dump-
ster fire,

Jags get rid of Urban
Meyer.

Now, with caution, we eye
the door.

Omicron’s
What'’s in store?

Still, we’ll toast and lower
the ball

(New Year’s protocol, af-
ter all),

Eyes ahead and the man-
date clear:

Better things for a better
year.

on

surging.
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Ashley Landis / AP

Simone Biles stands on the mat during the warm-up prior to the artistic gym-
nastics balance beam final at the 2020 Summer Olympics on Aug. 3 in Tokyo.
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As COVID-19 impacts sports, athletes
continue to achieve - and struggle

The Tampa Bay Lightning celebrate winning the Stanley Cup over the Montreal Canadiens on July 7 in Tampa.

Francisco Seco / AP

Brazil’s Gabriel Medina crashes on a wave during the bronze medal heat of the men’s surfing competition at the 2020 Summer

Olympics on July 27 at Tsurigasaki beach in Ichinomiya, Japan.

Anne-Christine Poujoulat / AP

Italy’s Kristian Sbharagli, left, and France’s Bryan Coquard, right, lie on the ground after crashing during the first stage of the Tour

de France on June 26 in Brest, France.

SERGATHFY | iy

Gerry Broome / AP

Dmitri Lovetsky / AP
Anna-Maria Alexandri of Austria competes in the Duet Free Rou-
tine Preliminary on Aug. 2 at the Tokyo Aquatics Centre at the
2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo.

Reece Whitley competes in the men’s 200-meter breaststroke
final at the TYR Pro Swim Series swim meet April 10 in Mission
Viejo, Calif.

Chae Stevens / AP
Tyson Fury lands a left to Deontay Wilder in a heavyweight cham-
pionship boxing match Oct. 9 in Las Vegas.

Luca Bruno / AP
Red Bull driver Max Verstappen is airborne over Mercedes driver
Lewis Hamilton on Sept. 12 during the Italian Formula One Grand
Prix at Monza, Italy.




Citrus County Chronicle

Saturday, December 25, 2021 B5

SATURDAY EVENING DECEMBER 25, 2021 C: Comcast, Citrus S: Spectrum D/I: Comcast, Dunnellon & Inglis Celebratlng
C S DIl 6:00 | 6:30 | 7:00 [ 7:30 | 8:00 [ 8:30 [ 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 | 11:00 | 11:30
@ WESHNBC 19 19 |News NBC News |Entertainment Tonight (N) |Grinch Stole |** “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (2000) Jim Carrey. ‘PG’ News SNL :
NewsHour  |Growin The Lawrence Welk Show  |University of Tampa Holiday |Call the Midwife “Holiday Special” The Vera “Blood And Bone” Charred remains gfatltUde
(3] PBS 3 3 Wk Bolder G' |'G'®@ Concert team faces a busy Christmas Day. ‘14’ |are found in a furnace. ‘PG’
(5] PBS 5 5 |Sounds of the Season *xx “Downton Abbey” (2019) Hugh Bonneville. Call the Midwife “Holiday Special” ‘14’ Call the Midwife “Holiday Special” ‘14’ this S e a S On
News NBC Nightly |Entertainment Tonight (N) |Grinch Stole |%* “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (2000) Jim Carrey. A curmud- |NewsChannel |Saturday
(8] NBC 8 8 8 News - Holt |(In Stereo) &2 Christmas!  |geon hates the Christmas-loving Whos of Whoville. ‘PG’ & 8 Night Live DEAR READERS: O
- - - : n
@ s 20 7 70 SRR S e W S SO St e S [ W ™ | | Thanksgiving Dy, 1
To Be CBS Weekend[To Be Jeopardyl  NCIS: Los Angeles “Ifthe 48 Hours (N) (In Stereo) & |48 Hours (N) (In Stereo) & |10 Tampa | Storm of asked you to submit
© cBs 10 10 10 |announced |News Amounced |G & [Fates Allow” 14 N ) N ) Bay P Suspicion response}; about what
® WD Fox 13 13 Eg}ll_gggﬁgill ((:’i‘e)v%and Browns at Green ggé_t ggmiox Bg)fg% l?aE.;((:N,;l?lwgltgrrgé\lfliboe)Mlkal Jr. vs. Nicholas gg)r(elg) 1@8.00 News (N) (In IS%z?go?gPegor(\é?}cse) (In ;g:rrel ngtr}?;ef;girifo(r) ] tth}:z
[20] ABC 11 |NBA Basketball: Warriors at Suns NBA NBA Basketball Brooklyn Nets at Los Angeles Lakers. (N) & black-ish WCJB TV20 |The Song seas;)n _ lov;a gratitude
/M (WCLP) IND 2 2 2 |Turning Point With David  |R. Jeffress | The Three  |Gaither Homecoming |Leslie Hale Healing Tch | Christian Church Passion famil d ch e I E
[24) FAM 16 16 16 |Citrus Bible Say? [ChasingM  |Vegas Your Citrus County Court Macabre Theater amily and cheer wan
28] ABC 11 11 NBA Basketball: Warriors at Suns NBA NBA Basketball Brooklyn Nets at Los Angeles Lakers. (N) & [black-ish  |News Inside Edit. to share some of your
[32] IND 12 12 Sheldon |Sheldon BigBang  |BigBang  |Mom ‘14 [Mom ‘14" [MacGyver 14’ & The First 48 ‘PG’ ko Family Guy |Family Guy lovely responses.
[38] MNT 6 6 6 |Extra(N)'PG @ Family Feud |Family Feud |NewsChannel 8 RaceWeek [Raw Travel [SW.A.T. “Crews” 14’ Ring of Honor Wrestling DEAR ANNIE: I'm incred-
[40) TBN 21 21 [Shake the  |Roots JimRaley  [Healing Touch [Paid Prog.  |Paid Prog.  |Gospel Paid Prog. |S.Channel | Victory Gospel Hour ibly grateful to have built
@ cow 4 4 4 Short Films llirfn@(}is L\glltf) l\é}lré?] a L‘{avl? &ré% a klﬁ]eg?eﬁggio @;]mgle Ball 2021 The annual concert event. goEnAlé_sTtgatrgW%I'a){ 2 f[%ther gEeArl; ]ﬁe}% Things Not ? h?epvlsyuhoirrllleafgg lrllslé;}slzllg
(50} UNI 15 15 15 |Vecinos Noticiero Vecinos (N) [Vecinos (N) |Vecinos (N) [Vecinos (N) [Latin Grammy Celebra: Ellas y su msica ‘PG’ Nosotr. [Noticiero Wigth ar%nts who were
@ FOX 13 |NFL Football: Browns at Packers Postgame  [Boxing FOX 51 News Saturday | Can See Your Voice P
B ION 17 “Christmas Down Under” (2021) Justine Kacir. ‘NR' “Christmas Together” (2020) Vivica A. Fox. ‘NR’ “Married by Christmas” (2016) April Bowlby. ‘NR’ . consta1_1t-
54 48 54 |x*x “John Wick: Chapter 2" (2017) ‘R’ & *xx%“John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum” (2019) Keanu Reeves. ‘R’ & *%* “John Wick” ‘R’ Annie ly ﬁgh.tlng
99 College Foothall NC State at Wake Forest. (Taped) College Football Clemson at NC State. 1990 ACC Football Lane and bring-
55 64 55 |xx “Four Christmases”  |*** “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” *xx “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” (1989) ‘PG-13' [Four Chris Dear Annie mg me 1n
52 35 52 [Crikey! It's the Irwins Crikey! It's the Irwins Crikey! It's the Irwins (N)  |Crikey! It's the Irwins (N)  [Crikey! It's the Iwins Crikey! It's the Irwins I the middle
96 71 96 |xx “Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit” (1993) ‘PG’ The Temptations ‘PG’ & *xx%“Ray” (2004) of their
BIGTEN) 742 809 Michigan State [BigTen  [B1G Football in 60 & [BigTen  [BLG Football in 60 & [B1G Basketball & Beyond  |Michigan Football Classic % issues. It
254 51 254 [*xx%:“My Cousin Vinny” (1992) Joe Pesci. R’ *h%J “Knives Out” (2019, Mystery) Daniel Craig. Premiere. ‘PG-13' & **x% " Knives Out” V| also didn’t
35 39 35 |World Poker World Poker World Poker [World Poker [World Poker World Poker 2 TN hel that
(co) 27 61 27 |Jeff Dunham Christmas Jeff Dunham Christmas *x%“Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian” (2009) [*%“The Longest Yard” (2005) & c'p 1 a
CMT 98 45 98 |Movie & ** “Where the Heart Is” (2000, Comedy-Drama) Natalie Portman, ‘PG-13' @ *x%"Footloose” /| We always
(CNN) 40 29 40 |Anthony Bourdain Parts  |Anthony Bourdain Parts  |Anthony Bourdain Parts  |Anthony Bourdain Parts  |Anthony Bourdain Parts | Anthony Bourdain Parts -' \\ ‘ ¥ had money
33 27 33 |SportsCenter (N) & SportsCenter (N) &@ NBA Basketball Brooklyn Nets at Los Angeles Lakers. (N) (Live) [NBA Baskethall: Mavericks at Jazz \\,‘??& issues and
37 28 34 |ESPNDoc. |College Baskethall [UFC College Basketball PTI 20 my parents
106 149 106 |How America Works [How America Works Kennedy & How America Works The Pursuit! [The Pursuit! |The Pursuit! [The Pursuit! would make me worry
(FLIO 118 170 |[**%"The Express” (2008) Dennis Quaid. ‘PG' %" Van Helsing” (2004) Hugh Jackman. e *% " The Three Musketeers” (2011) ‘PG-13' e that we wouldn’t have a
(FNO) 44 37 44 |Fox Report Gutfeld! & Watters' World (N) & Justice With Jeanine Unfiltered with Watters' World &2 house one day because it
26 56 26 |Diners Diners Diners |Diners Diners |Diners Diners |Diners Diners Diners Diners |Diners 1d be taken f
29 52 29 |Rudolph **x “Home Alone” (1990, Children’s) Macaulay Culkin. ‘PG’ & **%:“Home Alone 2: Lost in New York” (1992) Macaulay Culkin. ‘PG’ & would be taken from us.
(FSD 732 112 732 |Boxing PBC Fight Night. (N) (Live) & NASCAR Beyond 2021 Daytona 500 &2 Coming home was a trau-
(X 30 60 30 [*xx%“Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch” (2018) PG’ & *x%"“The Lion King” (2019) Voices of Donald Glover. ‘PG’ [ % “Despicable Me 3" (2017) matic experience. I would
727 67 727 |Golf PNC Championship, Final Day. & Golf American Century Championship, First Round. From Stateline, Nev. & [Golf G’ = find any excuse to stay at
59 68 39 [Christmas 2 |“Coyote Creek Christmas” (2021) ‘NR’ |“Next Stop, Christmas” (2021) Lyndsy Fonseca. ‘NR'  |“My Christmas Family Tree” (2021) ‘NR’ & (DVS) a friend’s house or to par-
(HBO) 302 201 302 |*:“Space Jam: A New Legacy” (2021) ‘PG’ & %" The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey” (2012) lan McKellen. ‘PG-13 \Enthusiasm |John Wilson ticipate in after-school ac-
(HBO2 303 202 303 |Insecure |Insecure Insecure [Insecure *xx “Pitch Perfect” (2012) Anna Kendrllck. ‘PG-13’ *m“Obhvyon" (2013) Tom Cruise. PG-13' @ tivities so I wouldn’t have
[;GTV 23 57 23 |Loveltor List It ‘PG’ Love It or List It ‘PG’ Holmes Family Rescue Love It or List It ‘PG’ Love It or List It ‘PG’ Love It or List It ‘PG’ to face mv home life. But
(HIST 51 54 51 |American Pickers ‘PG’ American Pickers ‘PG’ American Pickers ‘PG’ American Pickers ‘PG’ American Pickers ‘PG’ American Pickers ‘PG’ Y C
(LIFE) 24 38 24 |“Kirk Franklin's A Gospel Christmas” (2021) ‘NR’ “Writing Around the Christmas Tree” (2021) ‘NR’ “Mistletoe in Montana” (2021) Melissa Joan Hart. my parents were .stnct,
(IMN) 119 50 119 "Sorority Sister Killer” (2021) Sarah Fisher. NR' &___|“Webcam Cheerleaders” (2021) Joelle Farow. NR' __|"The Secrets She Keeps” (2021) Zoe Cramond. 'NR' so I spent lots of time at
42 41 42 |Voices-Alicia Menendez  [Voices-Alicia Menendez  [Ayman (N) (Live) & [Ayman (N) (Live) & Voices-Alicia Menendez  [Ayman & home feeling depressed
448 26 730 |Auctions  [Mecum Auto Auctions [Mecum Auto Auctions “Monterey” From Monterey, Calif, & [Mecum Auto Auctions [Auctions and wanting to escape.
109 65 109 Ramsay: Uncharted [Ramsay: Uncharted Ramsay: Uncharted Ramsay: Uncharted Ramsay: Uncharted Ramsay: Uncharted I never pictured being
(NICK) 28 36 28 |Loud House [“A Loud House Christmas” (2021) NR' |Danger  [Dylan LayLay  [Side Hustle [Friends'PG' [Friends ‘PG’ |Friends PG’ [Friends ‘14 with anybody because of
18 18 18 [LastMan  |LastMan  [NewsNation Prime (N) NewsNation Prime (N) Dan Abrams Live & Banfield & On Balance this relationship example
125 24 103 |“A Sisterly Christmas” (2021) Deborah Joy Winans.  |“A Christmas Stray” Andra Fuller. (In Stereo) ‘NR’ “A Chestnut Family Christmas” (2021, Drama) ‘NR’ But T met tb )
123 44 123 |Cold Justice ‘14’ & | Dateline: Unforgettable Dateline: Unforgettable | Dateline: Unforgettable Dateline: Unforgettable “Conduct Unbecoming” & ut1met my current boy-
37 43 37 |Movie (In Stereo) & [**** “Forrest Gump” (1994, Comedy-Drama) Tom Hanks. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13' & “My Cousin Vinny” (1992) frle’nd when I'was 15, and
(SED) 745 72 Saturdays In South Saturdays In the South: Foothall [Saturdays In the South: Football TrueSouth  [TrueSouth  |TrueSouth  [TrueSouth we’ve been together ever
340 241 340 [ “Last Holiday” *x “Queenpins” (2021) Kristen Bell. ‘R’ € *x* “Zola” (2020) Taylour Paige. ‘R’ xxx “Boogie Nights” (1997) ‘R’ since. We have now lived
(SUN) 36 31 36 |Fishing [Fishing Winterfest Boat Parade  [Sportsman  [Sportsman  [Sportsman  [Sportsman  [Sportsman  [Sportsman | Winterfest Boat Parade together for two years.
(SYFY) 31 59 31 *m“Spider-Man 3" (2007, Action) Tobey Maguire. ‘PG-13' & . »xx “Doctor Strange” (2016) Benedict Cumberbatch. PG-13" [Spider-Man Our relationship is so
(TBS) 49 23 49 [*xxx “A Christmas Story” (1933) ‘PG’ @ (DVS) *xkx “The Wllzard of 07" (1939) Jud.y Garland. . .‘*** “Wonder” (2017, Drama) Jyl|a Roberts. ‘PG’ healthy, and our home is
TCM 169 53 169 |xxx “In the Good Old Summertime” (1949) ‘NR’ *x%* “The Bridge on the River Kwai" (1957, War) William Holden. ‘PG’ & “Witness-Pros.” erfect. Every dav I come
53 34 53 |The Repair Shop (N) The Repair Shop (N) Moonshiners ‘14’ & Moonshiners ‘14’ @ The Repair Shop (N) To Be Announced p ) y day
50 46 50 |Long Lost Family ‘PG’ Long Lost Family ‘PG’ Dr. Pimple Popper ‘14’ Dr. Pimple Popper ‘14’ 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé homg to a quiet home and
350 261 350 [** “Revolver” (2005)  |x*%"“The Bone Collector” (1999) ‘R’ & “The Texas Chain Saw Massacre” 'R°_ |* Grizzly II: Revenge” [Texas Chain a loving partner. I feel so
48 33 48 |"AChristmas Story” ‘PG’ |xxx# “A Christmas Story” (1983) PG & (DVS) All Elite Wrestling *"Tyler Perry’s A Madea Christmas” (2013) grateful to, first, have a
TOON 38 58 38 |**x “Smallfoot” (2018) | “Detective Pikachu” (2019) PG’ & King of Hill [King of Hill |Amer. Dad  |Amer. Dad  [Amer. Dad [Rick, Morty roof over my head at all,
(TRAV) 9 106 9 |Ghost Adventures ‘PG’ Ghost Adventures ‘PG’ Ghost Adventures ‘PG’ Destination Fear (N) ‘PG’ |Kindred Spirits (N) ‘PG’ Kindred Spirits ‘PG’ & and second, to have been
TV 25 55 25 |Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Jokes Jokes Jokes Jokes Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers | Jokes Jokes able to create my own
(D 32 49 32 |Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men positive environment.
47 32 47 |“Harry Potter” xxx “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1" (2010) *xx%“Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2" (2011) Life i dn — L
WE) 117 69 117 NCIS ‘Bait’ 14’ NCIS “lced’ ‘PG’ & INCIS “Untouchable” PG”_ INCIS “Bloodbath” 14 NCIS “Jeopardy’ PG’ |NCIS *Hiatus” ‘14’ @ 1e 15 §o good:: — Love
Starts at Home
DEAR ANNIE: T am thank-
BRIDGE SUDOKU ful for my loving, sup-
portive and wise husband
. of 49 years. I am thankful
By PHILLIP ALDER North 12-25-21 DIFFICULTY RATING: % # & &% for my teaching career,
4 KJ10653 from which I continue to
I hope all of my readers have a YA963 8 3 6 4 learn, my kind and com-
really fun time over the holidays. 1 10 4 passionate friends and
Now for my annual competi- | *Q East neighbors, and this lovely
tion. P a4 2 God-created world and
1. How should South play in |¥ q 10 vJs the life I am living in it. —
six spades after West leads the |¢ J 9754 ¢ K632 Thanks and Gratitude in
club ace? Do not be influenced [#AKJ 107 *986532 1 3 5 7 Arizona
by the given East-West hands. South DEAR ANNIE: 1 am
They will change when I give 3 AQ987 thankful for restoration
the answer on Thursday, Jan. N E (72 ‘14 2 1 6 7 4 this year! Last year, my
27. The other answers will be on P husband of 20 years and
Jan. 28. I were separated, and I
2. Propose an auction with Dealer: South 9 really didn’t think there
South the dealer and East-West Vulnerable: Neither would be any reconcili-
y
. South West North East . .
silent. oa Pass Pass  Pass ation. After being apart
Look only at the West hand. N 4 1 2 8 for 15 months, we decid-
3a. Partner opens one diamond. Opening lead: % A ed that our love was too
What would you respond? 3b. precious and invaluable to
South opens one heart. What 8 1 4 9 throw away. I’'m grateful

would you do? 3c. North opens
four spades, partner doubles,
and South passes. What would
you do?

Look only at the North hand.
4a. If you were dealer, what
would you do? 4b. Partner opens
one heart, and West passes.
What would you respond? 4c.
Partner opens one no-trump (15-
17 points). With the opponents
passing, what would be your
bidding plan? 4d. West opens
seven diamonds! What would
you do? If you pass or double,
what would you lead?

Look only at the East hand.
Sa. South opens one spade, West

6.

Cue
the

der,

to

dication,
Kansas City, MO 64106 to arrive
by January 15, 2021. Or email it

makes a takeout double, and
North raises to two spades. What
would you do?

Look only at the South

hand. East opens one club, you
overcall two clubs (a Michaels

-Bid showing at least 5-5 in
majors), West passes, North

advances with two hearts, and
East passes. What would you do
now?

Mail your entry to Phillip Al-

c/o Andrews McMeel Syn-
1130 Walnut Street,

phillip@bridgeforeveryone.

com.

JUNMUSILE

Unscramble these Jumbles, 2
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

KAAEW

_ Let'stake

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

He doesn’t look Y
happy. Maybe he’s
tired from delivering
all the presents.

Ho ho ho!

pictures!

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

E
Y Y g
N A A =
NNNAY 3
Y Y e
N A/ 8
TLCUSP | §|
Y ¥ g
LA WK
2| wheN THeY DRESSED THE
HELSIG w|  CATINA 8T NICK COSTUME
PR © | FOR CHRISTMAS, HE HAD - )
NS Now arrange the circled letters

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Ans. T Y Y Y Y Y « /\r)/\/\/\ ”»
here: \__AN_A_A_A__/ N A A AN
(Answers Monday)
.. | Jumbles: FRESH SNARL GYPSUM LUCENT
Yesterday’s

Answer:

The cosmetic surgeon offers nearly invisible

stitches to — “SUTURE” FANCY

7

6| 2

4

3

12/25 © 2021 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS
PREVIOUS SOLUTION
8 1/5|(7|9/4|6|3 |2
4 2131 58
Ea%?wr;)rv(v), Plc_:losﬁrim 7/6/3|5(2/8|4/9/1
without repetition. 3/56/4|11/8/2)19|7|6
2/7/6(9/565/3|8|1 4
112814791365
6/4/9|2|3|5|1|8]|7
5 3|7|8|/61]2/4)|9
CELEBRITY CIPHER

by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“PSF MFZP CY XBB ARYPZ XKCWDH

XDE GSKRZPJXZ PKFF:

PSF UKFZFDGF

CY X SXUUE YXJRBE XBB NKXUUFH WU

RD FXGS CPSF

K.”

MWKPCD SRBBZ

Previous Solution: “Whenever people say, ‘Hey, man, are you ever going to
grow up?’ That’s when you know you're doing things right.” — Ricky Martin

TODAY’S CLUE: 9 sjenbsy

© 2021 by NEA, Inc., dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

12-25

M Find the daily crossword puzzle inside the Chronicle’s classified pages, along
with Sudoku, Wordy Gurdy and a word puzzle.

for our journey and thank
God for blessing me with
my true soul mate. — True
Love Deserves a Second
Chance

DEAR ANNIE: My daugh-
ter passed away unexpect-
edly on June 10, 2021,
from complications of
diabetes. She was 52. Her
second grandchild was
born on May 30 while she
was in the hospital.

I am thankful that I was
able to be with my grand-
daughter, her husband and
their 3-year-old daughter
and 6-month-old son on
this first holiday without
my wonderful daughter.
My son and a couple of
friends joined us. I am 82
and blessed to have been
able to do this. — Blessed
With a Loving Family

Send your questions for
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com. “Ask Me
Anything: A Year of Advice
From Dear Annie” is out
now - is available as a
paperback and e-book at
www.creatorspublishing.
com.

LOCAL SUPPORT

Ml LifeStream Behavioral
Center Crisis Hotline:
866-355-9294 (toll
free)

H The Centers/SMA
Healthcare: 352-628-
5020

B NAMI-Citrus hotline:
844-687-6264 (toll
free)
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FAMILY CIRCUS

JUSTA LITTLE

Y/
WHATS HOL IDAY

K,
THAT?2 i

BLONDIE

THAT EXPLAINS
THE PINE NEEDLES

IN MY MASHED
POTATOES

s Syndicate.
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USH, DEAR...IT LOOKS LIKE DAISY
HAS PLANS OF HER OWN FOR

erved

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane
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GARFIELD
WHAT WERE MY
YOUR FAVORITE | { SQUEAKY
GIFTS, GUYS? | ( MOUSE!

2021 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved

MINE IS BEING
HERE WITH YOO

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

You KkNow
I HATE
SURPRISES S

TREVOR WILL NOT SHUT |
UP AROUT THE MOON
LANPING REING FAKE.

FORT KNOX
LOOK WHO T FOUNP MAYBE HE JUSTFELL) { THEN IT MUST BE A
IN THE FIREPLACE. POWN THE CHIMNEY. CHRISTMAS MIRACLE.

HOW PP HE
GET LOOSE??

HE WAS

IMPOSSIBLE!

REALLY:

© 2021 Paul Jon, Dist, by Washinglon Post Witers Group

By EUGENIA LAST

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25

Consider the possibilities. Turn a dream
into a reality. Put a strategy in place and
discuss your plans with someone you
respect. A positive change at home or to
how you handle personal matters will
help you head in an inviting direction.
Don’t hesitate to take advantage of an
opportunity. Live in the moment and do
what makes you happy.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Share
your thoughts and enjoy time with friends
or relatives. Changing how you approach
others will prompt them to show interest in
something you want to pursue.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) Don’t shy
away from letting others know how you
feel. Be bold, and you’ll find out what’s
possible and how best to move forward.
It's up to you to act if you want things to
change.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) Work in con-
junction with others, and good things will
transpire. Helping people will make you feel
good and inspire you to make a difference

MERRY FOR ME? AND MERRY | WRAPPED
CHRISTMAS, Wow! THANK CHRISTMAS TO T MYSELF,
EARL! You, oPAL . You, Too!

every day of the year, not just on special
occasions.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) A positive
mindset will make a difference during nego-
tiations. Choose your battles wisely and
focus on what makes you happy and helps
you stay out of trouble. Make an end-of-
year to-do list.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) You can enjoy
a fun day with family and friends or spend
time doing something that puts a twinkle in
your eye. Generosity and wishing others
well will boost your morale and inspire you
to make a difference.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) You can
acknowledge others’ success, but you
should refrain from making a fuss or show-
ing envy. The less you share about your
personal life, the better. Be gracious, appre-
ciative and loving. Listen and learn.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) Pay attention
to what others want. Your actions will turn a
difficult day into one of joy for you and those
around you. Surprise someone with a spe-
cial gift, thought or show of affection.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Someone will
exaggerate or make you feel inadequate.

Rise above any controversy you face and
offer kindness, understanding and a
fun-loving approach to life, love and happi-
ness.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Take control
before someone steps in front of you. Pay
attention to what’s being said and done, and
carefully monitor situations from a distance.
Steer clear of family feuds and manipulative
individuals trying to stir up trouble.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23) Concentrate on
what you need to accomplish. Being disci-
plined and maintaining a calm and peaceful
attitude will help you avoid a discussion that
is bound to put you in a no-win situation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) It's up to you
to bring about change. Consider what
makes you happy and head in that direction.
Curb indulgent spending, and you'll feel bet-
ter about yourself. A kind gesture will bring
you closer to a loved one.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Refuse
to let anyone bait you into an argument.
Refrain from sharing your plans and
beliefs. Being a good listener will save you
from an uncomfortable situation. Get along
with everyone.

WE WANTED BETTINA TO HAVE HER OWN TREE Y§
CHRISTMAS | DID WE GET [ HERE. BUT THEN WE FELT BAD, SO WE 6OT GIFTS
TREE! FOR HIL, TOO. THEN BOTH GRANDMAS WENT ALl
IN ON PRESENTS AGAIN,

A SECOND
CHRISTMAS

o~ S DSOS

Citrus Cinemas 6 Inverness;
844-462-7342 Gode 187

Saturday, Dec. 25

“American Underdog” PG —
11:30 a.m., 3:30, 7:45, 10:45 p.m.

“Sing 2” PG — noon, 1, 3:45, 7,
9:40 p.m.

“The King’s Man” R -
11:45a.m., 3,7:30,10:30 p.m.

“The Matrix Resurrections” R —
11:15a.m,, 2:45, 6:45,10:15 p.m.

“Spider-man: No Way Home”
PG13-11a.m., 2:30, 3, 6:30,
7:15,10,10:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 26
“American Underdog” PG —
11:30 a.m., 3:30, 7:45, 10:45 p.m.
“Sing 2” PG —noon, 1, 3:45, 7,
9:45 p.m.
“The King’s Man” R -

w’é~i¢}%z/ AN

IBROUGHT i

THE TREE IN LAST Y:
NIGHT AND STARTED |¢
DECORATING AT 1AM. |
I'VE SLEPT A TOTAL |1
OF 12 MINUTES, TM k¢
ACTUALLY SEEING A1
SUGARPLUMS i

11:45a.m., 3:15, 7:30, 10:30 p.m.
“The Matrix Resurrections” R —
11:15a.m., 2:45, 6:45,10:15 p.m.
“Spider-man: No Way Home”
PG13-11a.m., 2:30, 3, 6:30,
7:15,10,10:30 p.m.

Valerie Theatre, Inverness;
352-341-7850

Monday, Dec. 27
“Downton Abbey” (2019) PG —
3p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 29
“How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas” (2000) PG - 3 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 31
“The Polar Express” (2004) G —
3p.m.

Times provided by Regal Cinemas and are subject to change; call ahead.
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Saturday Classi[ed Inside | Call 352-563-5966 to place an ad
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Still a Hot Real Estate Market!!
Quality Homes I’riced night

> 'waynecormler.com
QW wayne@waynecormle

@@ Call “ Wayne "now 352- 422 0751

YI)III source for all your real estate needs
S 77 T o ;

'WAYNE
CORMIER |

A reputable realtor and real
estate agency can make a big
difference when it comes
time to buy or sell a home.

A

50008815

o«

é"

g
4

SAR002800

gy,
CCITRUS"‘\‘ "W COUNTY

www.chronicleonline.com

To Advertise Your Listing Here
See Your Sales Rep or Call

352.563.5592

CITRUS

COUNTY

CHRONICI

www.chronicleonline.com

K

How Much s
Your Home
Worth?
Call today for a
FREE market
analysis.
CENTURY 21 :
J W Morton Real Estate, Inc. g
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK CALL US AT
scamamntion 302-126-6668

Email: Classifieds@chronicleonline.com -

To place an ad, call (352) 563-5966
Sdl Your Stuff

General Merchandise

InPrint & Online

$ 1150*

*Any 2 items total under $200

WebS|te WWW. chronlcleonlme com

6lines
10 Days

ANNOUNCEMENTS TODAY’S NEW ADS EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

***EREE***FREE***

| WILL REMOVE
ANTENNA TOWERS
For Free 352-322-6277

DirecTV Satellite TV
Service Starting at $59.99
/month! Free Installation!
160+ channels available. Call
Now to Get the Most Sports &
Entertainment on TV!
844-614-2532

FREE... FREE...FREE...
Removal of scrap metal
alc, auto's, appliances
& dump runs.
352-476-6600

I BUY, jewelry, silver, gold,
paintings, instruments,
records, antiques, coins,
watches & MORE!
352-454-0068

GOODNHINGS]
EA

* NOW OPEN *
BELLAMY GROVE

Fresh Citrus,
Collard, Kale, Mustard
Greens and Strawberries
9am-5pm MON.- SAT.
CLOSED SUN.
352-726-6378

Wanted Model Trains
$ INSTANT CASH $
For old Lionel & other
model trains, any
quantity - one piece
or a house full!
330-554-7089

TODAY’S NEW ADS

***FREE***FREE***
| WILL REMOVE
ANTENNA TOWERS
For Free 352-322-6277

Bedroom Set
5 Piece Circa 1917 Bedroom
Set $1000 - pictures available
upon request (352) 212-5081

@

SKIP TO THE LOO

Tile Bathroom Remodel &
Repair - specializing in
no curb role in showers

352-794-1799

SUGARMILL WOODS
Sellers & Buyers
FRUSTRATED?
NEEDING HELP?
CALL ME, NOW.

Hello I'm

‘Wayne Corm
Key One
352-422-0751

wayne@waynecormier.com
"Have a great day
and God Bless"

$1000 SIGN ON
BONUS

DeSantis Appliance & A.C.
Service in Wildwood is
currently hiring for
Installers to join our family.
Established family owned and
operated company offers great
benefits after 90 days which
include; Health insurance,
(employer pays 50%) 401K,
paid holidays, paid
vacations and competitive
wages. You must have a valid
driver's license, clean back
ground and verifiable
experience. Please
submit resume to
HR@desantisac.com
or apply in person 814 N.
Old Wire Rd Wildwood, FL.

FREE OFFERS

FREE BAMBOO
- ALL SIZES
YOU COME AND CUT
CALL (727) 470-5374

STYROFOAM COOLERS
w/ Lids (8) EIGHT - Clean
352-527-2085

OTHER

ATTENTION MEDICARE
RECIPIENTS! Open Enroll-
ment for Medicare health plans
is here! Call our licensed insur-
ance agents for an affordable
quote for your needed cover-
age. Call for a no obligation
free quote now! 833-260-2632

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call
Flight Services for best pricing
on domestic & international
flights inside and from the US.
Serving United, Delta, Americ-
an & Southwest and many
more airlines. Call for free
quote now! Have travel dates
ready! 888-858-0128

INSTRUCTION

Career Training and Medic-
al Billing- TRAIN ONLINE TO
DO MEDICAL BILLING!
Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI!
Get Trained, Certified & ready
to work in months!

Call 877-324-4096.

The Mission, Program Inform-
ation and Tuition is located at
CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.

(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

rrrrrrr

Citrus Publishing located in
Crystal River Florida is cur-
rently seeking a Full Time
Lead Press Operator. Our
central office is in Crystal
River, FL printing newspa-
pers that serve Citrus,
Sumter, Marion and Levy
Counties.

Applicants must have a
minimum 5 years’ experience
running a Goss Community/
DGM 430 printing press. This
is a night shift position, four
days per week.

We offer an excellent benefits
package including health, life,
dental, eye care, 401K, paid
vacations and holidays.

Apply in person or send
resume to:

Citrus County Chronicle
Attn. Tom Feeney

1624 North Meadowcrest
Blvd.

Crystal River, Fla. 34429
Office 352-563-3275 or
Fax # 352-563-5665

HEALTH CARE/MEDICAL

Fulltime Accounts
Receivable Representative

Duties include billing, pay-
ment processing, and bene-
fits verifications. 1+ years
experience required including
knowledge of ICD-10, HCPCS
and CPT. Benefits include
health insurance, 401k,
uniform allowance.

Apply in person to

West Coast Eye Institute,
240 N Lecanto Hwy,
Lecanto FL 34461

(352) 746-2246 ext 103.

Structural Steel
Fabricator in Citrus County
NOW HIRING
P/T or FIT

COORDINATOR/
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

need only have computer
skills, organizational skills
and a desire to learn.

We offer:
Competitive Salary,
Bonus Program,
medical/dental/vision
insurance, 401K w/
100% company
matching funds.

Please send resume

to janem@

capitalsteelfl.com

(2) DENTAL
HYGIENISTS

Up to $5000
Relocation & Sign on
Bonus

Estimated Annual Salary:
$76,806.00 - $79,866.00

Coleman, FL

36 hours a week (M-F)
Hourly Rate: $38.25
Minimum 1 yr experience

WE OFFER:
Paid Vacation, Paid
Holidays & Paid Sick Leave

Please contact our HR Dept.
at

(844) 661-9120 ext. 37

or email

HR@nitelinesusa.com

Multi-Media
Account Executive

Citrus County Chronicle
and our weekly newspapers
are growing our salesforce in
Marion County. Our advert-
ising sales representatives
sell digital and print advert-
ising to local and regional
businesses of all sizes.

We are looking for a
seasoned account executive
with a proven track record of
success, aggressive, and
ready to hit the ground run-
ning. Bring your passion for
sales and developing
strategic business solutions
for your clients and we will
provide you with a vast array
of impactful solutions to
target their ideal audience
and grow their business.

The successful candidate
will have a strong focus on
new business development
and be charged with growing
revenue through a consultat-
ive selling approach. You will
have a vast array of digital
and print products so that you
can meet the advertising and
marketing needs of every
client.

The role has a salary
component based on
experience and an uncapped
commission structure.

The company offers a
competitive benefits package
including medical, dental,
vision, life insurance, 401(k),
and paid time off benefits.

Send Resume to John

Murphy:
jmurphy@
chronicleonline.com

PART TIME
ASSOCIATE

Part time associate for
funeral home, guaranteed 27
hours, lifting required, light
inside and outside duties,
need verifiable
driving record, hourly wage
well above minimum,
training provided.
Interview appointment
required, call

352-726-8323

HEATING & COOLING
NOW HIRING

DUCT MECHANIC

APPLY TODAY:
7745 W Homosassa Trail

(352) 621-3444

acooling
@tampabay.rr.com

(ask for human resources)

Classifieds Make a
Cash Connection!

HELP)),
~

Thrift Shoppe
Coordinator

FULL TIME w/ BENEFITS

MUST BE: Dependable &
able to lift or move items up to
50 Ibs

Will assist w/ Thrift Shoppe
operations including receiving
& evaluating merchandise,
sales, cash management,
customer service and
supervision of volunteers

JOIN OUR TEAM at
Friends of Citrus and
the Nature Coast!

Send resume to:
Administrator@
friendsofcitrus.org

PETS

DOG CARRIER
Pet Mate Ultra, large,
28"Lx15"Wx21.5"D.
Taupe/black $60
352-613-0529

KITTEN
8 weeks old - FREE TO GOOD
HOME - (727) 470-5374

PET STROLLER
VIAGDO - Never Used $100
Can send pics (810) 956-3406

PET GATES
Two free standing, Petmaker,
White, 54"(w) x 24"(h)
Purchased Pier One - Brand
New $35 ea (727) 247-3025

MERCHANDISE

(2) BEAUTY SHOP CHAIRS
Not New but Works
One is a shampoo and One is
a dryer - includes shampoo
sink , floor mat, mirror, several
boxes of perm rods and regu-
lar rollers & one box of cotton.
$400 for ALL 352-341-3183

2 Coleman Stoves
Propane or Liquid Fuel
*Be Prepared*
Only $35 each
352-464-0316

3 Glass & Chrome Lamps
w/ Beige Pleated Lampshades
$5 each (352) 410-8262

COLLECTBLES/

ART WORK
50 plus year Sports
Memorabilia, ALL TEAMS
Also quality Art Works
(443) 602-0677

CLOTHES
Men's Medium w/ Large Travel
Bag - Very Good Condition!
$30 Takes All (352) 464-4089
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MERCHANDISE MERCHANDISE MERCHANDISE FURNITURE

BODY SOUFFLE
PHILOSOPHY - Fresh Cream
Lemon or Coconut -160z NEW
still Sealed - 2 for $25 or $15
Each (352) 527-2085

LAMPS
two matching lamps, bronze
with beige shades, 30" high,
$50 for both. 352-613-0529

TV STAND
Wooden w/ 2 Shelves- Very
Good Condition! $20
(352) 464-4089

LOVESEAT
Cushioned loveseat w/ foot
stools. Very Good Condition!
$35 (352) 464-4089

DINNERWARE SET
Brand new 74pc Dinnerware
Set - serves 10+ people
with Duck Pattern -Excellent
Condition! Looks brand new
$75 - (352) 503-6337

HEATERS
LASKO Heaters- Large,
Very Nice! $25 each -
(352) 423-4163

CERAMIC STRAIGHTENER
BRUSH

- SIMPLY STRAIGHT- BRAND

NEW - $17

(352) 527-2085

MICROWAVE
Brand New - Top Name Brand
$30 (352) 503-6337

MICROWAVE
Excellent Condition $25
(352) 464-4089

UMBRELLA STROLLER
Blue and Red, in good cond.
$10 352-613-0529

UPRIGHT VACUUM
BISSELL- Excellent Condition
$15 (352) 464-4089

VELOUR COMFORTER
LAVENDER - KING SIZE in
Bag $20
(352) 527-2085

CORNER CABINET
SOLID OAK- 4 Doors
Unused- $45
(352) 527-2085

BOOTS
NEW Harley-Davidson Ladies
boots Sz 5.5 $55
(352) 419-5549

VINTAGE BOOKS- 2 large
duffle bags full. 1800's to the
1940's. $100 obo for all
(352)503-6337

Craftsman Metal Workbench
54L x 21D w/ 2 drawers $100
(352) 637-2188

OVAL WOOD MIRROR with 4

hooks -VERY PRETTY $15
(352)410-8262

VINTAGE WEDDING DRESS

SIZE 3 - $100
(352) 527-2085

Set of 11 Natural Solid
Gemstone Cross Pendants
w/ chain in Magnetic Gift Box
NEW / $20 (352) 527-2085

PERFUME SET
BEEKMAN - Set of 6 in tin box
Unused $25
(352) 527-2085

CUISINART -Ceramic
Knife Set
NEW in box- $20
(352) 527-2085

Bob's DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service
« FREE PICK-UP «
352-637-1225

Diamond Baguettes
Cross Pendant
w/ 18in. Chain in Gift Box -
$100 (352) 527-2085

PRINTER INK CARTRIDGE
950XL - BLACK - Sealed $40
(352) 527-2085

Emjoi - 1 epilator - 1 pedicure
BRAND NEW - Both $20
(352) 527-2085

PRINTER INK CARTRIDGE
BLACK 96 - 2 FOR $65 OR
$35 EACH (352) 527-2085

FISHING LURES
30 fishing lures, J plugs $40
352-382-4558

PURSE
NEW Vera Bradley Purse $10
352-765-4752

FISHING LURES
35+ Rapala Lures all colors,
sizes, types, all for $80!
352-382-4558

RACING SUIT
BLUE - Womens Size Med &
Size 7 shoes - All Fireproof -
Excellent Condition - only used
3 times $70 obo 352-220-5024

Flowers -Canna Lilies, Frag
Lilies, Pinecone Ginger, Four
O'clock's. You dig! $3 each
352-464-0316

SMOKER
Brinkman electric smoker,
round top. (bullet). only $100
352-464-0316

GIFT LANTERNS
Ten (10) Gift Lanterns $5 each
Call for Picture
352-423-4163

GROCERY SHOPPING CART
BIG WHEELS
$15 (352) 419-5549

SPORT CARD COLLECTION
NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB &
NASCAR - Vintage

Over $300 value - $100 for All
(352) 503-6337

Grow Lights with Ballast &
1000 W sodium bulf with light
reflector. Only $45. (reduced)

352-464-0316

Sterling Silver Bible Bracelet

w/ Silver Pages - Handmade
$35 (352) 527-2085

Styrofoam Boxes for planting

a vertical garden. Only $4 Each

(352)464-0316

GOLF UMBRELLA
HAAS - Jordan 1) green/white
& 1) blue/white - New $35 ea
(352) 527-2085

TONER CARTRIDGE
Brother TN -550 Brand New,
still in original box $50.
352-613-0529

JOY MANGANO SET of 2
HANDY HOOK MIRRORS 2
sided w/ one side magnified
10x - both in velvet pouches/
$20 for the set (352) 527-2085

LAWN MOWER
TROYBILT TB230 21" Self
Propelled Bagger mower
Very Good Condition $100
Can send pic (810) 956-3406

VACUUM
JOY MANGANO PURPLE
HAND/STICK VACUUM
in box $20 (352) 527-2085

TV
45" RCA Flat Screen - $50
(352) 503-6337

SHARK STEAM MOP
$35 (352) 527-2085

TV
Flat Screen, 32" Like New!
$55 (352) 464-4089

WET BRUSH
- HAIR BRUSHES - GLITTER
EDITION, 2 in boxes - NEW
$15 (352) 527-2085

Women's Evening
Dress, size 2X,

antique beige, brand new, never

worn,$60 new, only
$30, 352-344-1515

APPLIANCES

OAK BAR
Excellent Condition!
$300
612-355-0939

LANAI FURNITURE
Heavy wood with cushions
included. Excellent Condition!
$75 (352) 464-4089

Patio Furniture
Table and Chairs
36 x 36 Table
$100 (352) 637-2188

CHAIR
Perfect Sleep Chair, Extra
Wide, remote control, heat,
massage, recline and lift,
Brand New, Never slept in,
black leather. Pd $3000, Ask-
ing $2000 (352)513-2483 LM

Pet Taxi/ Kennel
for Large Dog $20 obo
(352) 503-6337

DISHWASHER
Bisque, Good Condition $60
obo (352) 527-1955

GE STOVE
w/ Self - Cleaning Oven
Color: Bisque Like New!
$150 (989) 450-8155

SMITTYS
APPLIANCE REPAIR
352-564-8179

TOASTER OVEN
GOOD CONDITION - $15
(352) 464-4089

FURNITURE

Bedroom Set
5 Piece Circa 1917 Bedroom
Set $1000 - pictures available
upon request (352) 212-5081

BED
Queen Bed Complete w/ Mat-
tress & Frame (headboard,

footboard, side rails) $100 352-

464-4089

Curio Cabinet
82"H x 40"W x 13"D with
shelves- White washed $100
352-613-0529

DESK
Large Metal Desk w/ 4 draw-
ers. Excellent Condition! $25
(352) 464-4089

Rocking Chair
Wooden, Cushioned
Very Good Condition! $25
(352) 464-4089

AREA RUG
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS
AREA RUG 13.4'x 10.10'
Excellent Condition!
Orig. $699 NOW $250
(901) 268-3001

TV STAND
Fits up to a 70 inch television
Excellent Condition - $35
612-355-0939

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

4 Wheeled Walker
with seat and brakes, used
only once. Just $65
352-464-0316

6 packages of Briefs or
Shields. All Sizes. $15 each
352-416-0316

BED
Individual Hide-Away folding
bed w/ cover. Used only once-
Like New! $100
(352) 503-6337

LA-Z-BOY HIGH LEG POWER

RECLINER includes battery
pack , Neutral Color Design,
Excellent Condition! $700
352-341-1899

Air Rowing Machine
STAMINA #1399, Digital
Display, NEW condition $100
(352) 382-0838

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information Kit.
Call 866-925-2362. Inogen

HERMAN*
© LaughingStock Licensing Inc., Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication, 2021
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“Go across the square, pass the nurse’s
residence, up the steps, through the main
lobby and second door on your left.”

50008823

Trust Us To Do It RIGHT! We're FULLY INSURED for . |
Both General Liability AND Workers' Comp!

352-628-229}

www.PreventDryerFiresNolv.gom

R

Bedside Commode MOUNTAIN BICYCLE
adjustable legs can be used 21sp, Granite Peak, Like New,
also as a shower chair. only ~ $99 (352) 464-4089

$35 352-464-0316 GOLF CLUBS

Blood Pressure Digital Mens RH - ACCUMARK
Monitor - Fitreno- New in box  3-P.W., S.W., Stl., 1,3,5 graf.
$20 352-410-8262 wds., putter & bag. $35

- - 727-514-4112
Depends Briefs - NEW- Hi

: GOLF CLUBS
quality gray LG/XL 26ct,
3 pkgs/ $10 each Mens RH - DUNLOP

35.410-8262 3-P.W., S.W., Stl., 1,3,5 graf.

wds., putter & bag. $35
Manual Wheelchair with 727-514-4112
footrests. Used little. Only

WET SUITS
$100 352-464-0316 IST, all brand new, long
Shower Chair

sleeves, Adult Lg and LX $100
Large - slide over the tub each, Childs' short sleeve ML,
type. Very adjustable. & XL. $80 each Masks $30 ea.
Only $35 352-464-0316 Call for Appt. 352-564-0557
STEP UP EXERCISER

y ..
w/ support handle. Great for

rehab/stability - NEW.
$30 obo 352-410-8262

FITNESS
TEETER Inversion Table
almost Brand New $220
352-628-3096 /No text

Transport Chair
NEW with or without Footrest
Only $65 (352)464-0316

Follow the

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

Services Directory

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY il PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY Jl PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY il PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY LAWN AND TREE SERVICES SKILLED TRADES

ALEX'S FLOORING
Home & RV flooring
installations & repairs
30 yrs exp - Lic/lns.
(352) 458-5050

BCI Bath and Shower-
BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Super-
ior quality bath and shower
systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.

No payments for 18 months!
Senior and Military Discounts
Call Now! 888-460-2264

Bob's DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service
« FREE PICK-UP «
352-637-1225

CARPENTRY & MOBILE

HOME REPAIR & DECKS

30 yrs Experience, Hourly
Rates. 352-220-4638

CLEANING SERVICES

in the GREATER INVERNESS
AREA - Residential - Experi-
enced, References Available
(352) 228-5266

BEAUTY/HEALTH

*%

| O

FloridaDetoxBeauty

Spa.com
Serving Citrus

Give the Gift of Beauty
With Gift Certificates

* Permanent Makeup
* Microblading
*Eyebrow Shaping
* Eyelash Extensions
* Lash Lift with Tinting
*Lash Growth Serum
* Microneedling
*Facial Waxing
*Light Therapy
*Microcurrent
* PEELS
* Teeth Whitening

352-613-6111

Stephanie Gombrelli

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16" stump $25.

No stump to big or too small.
Ask about our Disc: Veterans,
Volume, & Seniors!!
Free Est. Cheapest price
guaranteed. Call Rich

352-586-7178
352-789-2894

CitrusStumpGrinding.com

JEFF'S
CLEANUP / HAULING
Clean outs / Dump runs,

Brush Removal.
Lic./Ins. 352-584-5374

Hauling Service
WE HAUL
ANYTHING!

(352) 453-7278

SMITTYS
APPLIANCE REPAIR
352-564-8179

PAINTING

PLUS handyman, flooring,
free estimates. Veteran
owned 352-949-2760

ROB'S MASONRY
& CONCRETE
Driveways, tear outs, tractor
work/Lic#1476 352-726-6554

BEAUTY

i
Sandy's Barbershop
has moved

New location is
725 SE 9th Circle
Crystal River (Behind KFC)

Walk-ins Welcome
Men's & Boy's Cuts just $12
We cut womens hair too!
Sandy's Barbershop
(352) 228-8912

SKIP TO THE LOO

Tile Bathroom Remodel &
Repair - specializing in
no curb role in showers

352-794-1799

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS
Up to $1,000 & MORE
(352) 342-7037

WHITE DIAMOND
PRESSURE WASHING
352-364-1372

WHY REPLACE IT, IF
I CAN FIX IT?

Same owner since 1987
ROOF Leaks, Repairs,
Coating & Maintenance
License #CC-C058189
Gary : 352-228-4500

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds &
Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient
to shop from home.
Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the USA.
Call for free consultation:
866-636-1910. Ask about our
specials!

HANDYMAN

ANDREW JOEHL
HANDYMAN
Gen. Maint/Repairs
Pressure Cleaning
0256271+ 352-465-9201

CITRUS HANDYMAN
SERVICES & FENCING
We have our business license,

$2 mil. liability Insurance, &
State Certification. Be Safe!
Fair Pricing. FREE Estimate
352-400-6016

PLUS handyman, flooring,
painting. Pressure washing
free estimates. Veteran
owned 352-949-2760

Professional Handyman
kitchen, bathroom, tile and light
construction. lic/ins, free
estimates. 352-422-4639

LAWN AND TREE SERVICES

A TREE SURGEON
Proudly serving Citrus County
Since 2001. Licensed/Insured
Lowest rates! FREE estimate

352-860-1452

CLAYPOOL'S Tree Service
Licensed / Insured
352-201-7313
For stumps:
352-201-7323

COUNTY WIDE DRY-WALL
30 Years Experience
License #2875. for ALL your
drywall needs!! Ceiling & Wall
Repairs - Popcorn Removal
352-503-7193

Vinyl, wood & tile flooring

PLUS Handyman, Pressure

Wash, FREE ESTIMATES.
Veteran owned 352-949-2760

AAA

The “Leakbusters”

A ACTION TREE
(352) 726-9724

Cal
FREE ESTIMATE/

Professional

Serﬁ{:g%sittrus 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.
30 yrs, Lic# CCC057537

Licensed & Insured 352-563-0411

FERRARA
N ELECTRIC
REMODELS,

PANEL UPGRADES,
LIGHTING FIXTURES,
SERVICE and REPAIR

352-746-1606

OTHER SERVICES

PRESSURE CLEANING
PLUS handyman, flooring,
painting.free estimates.
Veteran owned 352-949-2760

SCREEN REPAIRS
Pools & Lanai's, Free
estimate. Lic/ins 45605
Mike 352-989-7702

AMERICAN PRIDE LAWN

SERVICE - Tractor Work,
Final Grades, Driveways &
Mowing / 352-302-3495

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16" stump $25.

No stump to big or too small.
Ask about our Disc: Veterans,
Volume, & Seniors!!
Free Est. Cheapest price
guaranteed. Call Rich
352-586-7178
352-789-2894
CitrusStumpGrinding.com

People
DO Read
Small Ads.

You Did!
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REAL ESTATE FOR RENT REAL ESTATE FOR SALE REAL ESTATE FOR SALE REAL ESTATE FOR SALE TRANSPORTATION BOATS

=ACTION=

RENTAL MANAGEMENT
( REAL

" INC.

352-795-7368

HOMOSASSA
$1300
3827 S. Flamingo Ter.
2/2/1 Fenced Yard, handicap
ramps, walk-in shower.

CRYSTAL RIVER
$1000
8380 N Desertrose Ter, Apt A
2/2 Apt. Includes Lawn,
Water and Trash Removal
$1,200
801 SE Mayo Dr
1/1 Ground Floor Condo with
screen porch, Community Pool
and Laundry Facility on Premises.

HOMOSASSA

$1200
2369 S Tennyson Pt
2/2/1 Fenced back yard.
Newly remodeled home
$2500
9 Dahoon Ct.

3/2/2 Pool home, lawn &
maintenance included
$1200
9779 W Cleveland Lane

(NO PETS) 2/1/1 with fenced in yard

COMMERCIAL - INVERNESS
1,000 sq. ft. units
located at Croft Plaza

50014597

CITRUS HILLS
Clearview Estates - Grand
pool home- Move In Ready!
3 BedRms/ Den/ 2-1/2 Baths/
2 CarGar on 1 Acre
2,226 LivSF $419K
Teri Paduano, Broker

XN

(352) 212-1446
ExploreCitrus.com

REALTY CONNECT
L >

CITRUS SPRINGS
FSBO, 3/2/2 plus bonus room.
With extra lot and storage
building. 2183 SF living space.
Lg screened lanai. $348,000
(405)990-5570 by appt only

DUNNELLON
North Williams St
3000 SF MOL;
Commercial building
on .042 acre
**For sale or lease**
Motivated Owner
Contact: Al Isnetto,
Palmwood Realty.
352-597-2500 x202

CITRUS HILLS

CHCC Regina Showcase
model, 1771 sq ft on .5 acre
golf course lot with rear
southern exposure.
Well/septic/ sprinkler system
included $385k

Available March 2022
772-979-0463

FSBO New Construction 3/2/2

Inverness Home
Beautiful Updated Pool Home!
By Ft. Cooper Forrest & short

Walk to Bike Trail!
Great 2/2/1 + FL Room &
Fenced. Move in Ready!

$229,000

Teri Paduano, Broker

AN

(352) 212-1446
ExploreCitrus.com

REALTY CONNECT
L —>

Sell Your Unwanted
ltems Here!

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

VACANT LAND
High and Dry Lot with nice
trees- Crystal Paradise
Estates - Unit 3 $20K obo
352-464-0477

Your

SAR011149

Careers are made
n the Classifieds...
FIND ONE TODAY!

Inverness Home
Move-In Ready! 3/2/2 on large
100'x100' lot w/Workshop
Covered screened Lanai.
$174K
Teri Paduano, Broker

XN

(352) 212-1446
ExploreCitrus.com

REALTY CONNECT
L —

LECANTO HOME
Great home w/Front Porch on
private 1.30 Acres!
3/2/2 Block & Stucco Home
across from State Forest.
Move-in Ready $270K
Michelle Marques, Realtor

N
j REALTY CONNEC_'I"
(352) 400-8441
ExploreCitrus.com

ATV

HONDA
2014 TRX 400X
Low Miles-
$4,500 obo cash only
(352) 613-8173

WANTED - ALLRV's &
BOATS - Any condition - We
come to you- SAME DAY
CASH (941) 284-3498

CARS/SUV

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS
Up to $1,000 & MORE
(352) 342-7037

LINCOLN
2011 TOWN CAR Continental
Series, 1 owner , garage kept,
4 New tires, New shocks, 63K
orig. miles $11K 352-637-3552

BOATS

or 352-201-4822

2007 Key West 17.2CC 90HP,
$13500 / NEW Garmin Striker
Vivid 7cv GPS, dual batteries,
garage kept, seat cushions,
bimini top, continental swing
tongue trailer. Call
352-560-3207

JAGUAR
2003, 1ST YR W/ V8
$10k

(352) 422-7170

2011 TWIN VEE

17ft Twin Vee Classic, center
console, 50HP Honda 4 stroke,
bait well, 55Ib trolling mtr, fish
finder, bimini top & galv. trailer.

89 Mustang
Convertible 5.0
5sp, Rust Free, Many Extras!
Too much to List- Discs,
SS Exhaust, etc $15,000
(352)436-9718

Garaged- Excellent Cond!

$12K (352) 302-9842

CHECE THiS puT |

_—

HONDA
90 HURRICANE
22'6" Needs TLC -
Includes Trailer
$5,300
(352) 794-6600

TOYOTA AVALON
2011/ 1-owner, garage kept,
reg maint, GPS, Exc Cond
fully loaded, cold a/c, 127K mi
moon roof, $10,400 obo
808-203-9621 call or text

Toyota 2014 Prius,
Hybrid, 60,200 mi, exc gas mil
(50 mpg), Dark blue with light
gray interior, great condition
$10,900 813-760-8690

\

~ Nick Kleftis .

NOW is the time to

consider listing your home,

inventory is down and
buyers are ready.

Call me for a
FREE Market Analysis.

Cell: 352-270-1032
Office: 352-726-6668
email:
nick@nickkleftis.com

Oeniuly2|

W Morton Real Estate, Inc.
AVOID
FORECLOSURE

Short Sale your Home

Call
Lorelie LeBrun
Century 21
Nature Coast
352-613-3988

Certified Distressed
Property Expert
FREE CONSULTATION

BETTY J. POWELL
Realtor

" Your SUCCESS
is my GOAL...
Making FRIENDS
along the way
is my REWARD! "

BUYING OR
SELLING?!

CALL ME:

352-422-6417
bjpowell72@gmail.com

ERA American
Realty & Investment

Les J. Magyar,
REALTOR

"Simply Put Integrity #1"

352-220-1786
Lmagyar0l@

gmail.com
Craven Realty, Inc.
352-726-1515

BOBBI DILEGO

352-220-0587
27 yrs in Real Estate

*SELLERS NEEDED**

Call Bobbi to get your
home SOLD!

BUYERS ARE
WAITING!

Free Home Market Analysis
AT HOME REALTY

Buying? Selling?
Investing in Real
Estate?

Call us first at:

352-637-2777

www.CitrusSold.com

Our team serves your
dream
with honesty, integrity,
and expertise.

CitrusCounty =

Dream Team U
m ELITE PARTNERS 11
KELLERWILLIAMS REALT

A member of
DREAM TEAM WORLDWIDE

DEB
THOMPSON

* One call away for your
buying and selling needs.
* Realtor that you can refer
to your family and friends.
* Service with a smile
seven days a week.

Parsley Real Estate
Deb Thompson
352-634-2656

resdeb@yahoo.com

PEOPLE
DO READ

SMALL
ADS!

During this Most
Wonderful Time
of the Year...

I'm wishing you & yours
All the JOY that your
heart can hold &
Peace with Good Health
In the New Year!

DEBRA "Debbie"
CLEARY
(352) 601-6664
MEADOWCREST
SPECIALIST
for 13+ years!

Jane M. Otis
Specializing in
New Home Construction.
Many models to choose from,
starting in the mid
$200,000 and up.

Top Quality Construction
at Affordable Prices.
Buying, Selling & Investing
in Real Estate
Call for your consultation.

Keller Williams Realty
Elite Partners Il
401-346-2303

janeotis@yahoo.com
janeotisdesigngroup.kw.com

TR STTYL A OT

GARY & KAREN
BAXLEY
GRI Realtors

Your Christian Realtor
connection to your
next transaction

y

352-212-4678 Gary
352-212-3937 Karen

kbbaxley @yahoo.com
Tropic Shores Realty

LaWanda Watt

THINKING
ABOUT
SELLING?

Inventory is down
and we need listings!!

Call me for a
Free Market Analysis!
352-212-1989
Lwattc21l@gmail.com

Century 21 J.W. Morton
Real Estate, Inc.

| put the REAL in
REAL ESTATE!

JIM THE "REAL"
MCCOY

I'm attentive to
your real estate
needs!

CALL & GET
RESULTS!

(352) 232-8971

- Jyexp

| |
MICHELE ROSE
Realtor

"Simply put
I'll work harder"

352-212-5097
isellcitruscounty

@yahoo.com

Craven Realty, Inc.
352-726-1515

TIME TO BUY
OR SELL
YOUR MOBILE
In A Leased Land Park?

CALL
LORELIE LEBRUN
Licensed Realtor & Mobile
Home Broker

Century 21
Nature Coast,
835 NE Highway 19,
Crystal River Fl.

352-613-3988

Our office covers all of
CITRUS and PINELLAS
Counties!

*EREE*
Market Analysis

PLANTATION REALTY
LISA VANDEBOE
BROKER (R) OWNER
352-634-0129

www.plantation
realtylistings.com

Stefan Stuart
REALTOR

Let me help you find
your next home or sell
your current one.
352-212-0211

stefan.stuart@
century2l.com

Century 21 J. W. Morton

Pick Jeanne
Pickrel for all
your Real
Estate needs!

Certified Residential
Specialist.
Graduate of Real
Estate Institute.

352-212-3410

Call for a FREE
Market Analysis.

pickjean@gmail.com

Century 21 JW Morton
Real Estate Inc.

Real Estate, Inc.

UNIQUE & HISTORIC
Homes, Commercial
Waterfront & Land
"Small Town
Country Lifestyle
OUR SPECIALTY
SINCE 1989"

"LET US FIND
YOU
A VIEW
TO LOVE"
WWW.
crosslandrealty.com
(352) 726-6644
Crossland Realty Inc.

Sellers are

getting
TOP DOLLARI!

It's a GREAT
TIME TO SELL!

FREE Market
Analysis -- 39 yrs
Real Estate Exp!

CALL ME:
352-302-8046

DEB INFANTINE
Only Way Realty Citrus

DAVID KURTZ
Realtor

Vacant Land
SPECIALIST

Let me help you
BUY, SELL, INVEST.

FREE/ No Obligation
MARKET ANALYSIS
for your property.
Residential & Commercial

Century 21 J.W. Morton
Real Estate,
Inverness, Fl. 34450

CELL 954-383-8786
Office 352-726-6668

Extra Business is as

easy as asking for it!

DO IT HERE, DO IT NOW!
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Saturday, December 25, 2021 43 Makes dirty
KATHLEEN SAXE 44 Scorch
WORD GAME # Saup of
Rome
47 Comics’
Miss Kett
TODAY’S WORD -- PRECEDENT :g gll(:alﬁztr’?]?:tt‘::;‘e
51 Frat letter
(PRECEDENT: PREH-sih-dent: Something said or done that may serve 53 Not he

as arule or example.)

Average mark 34 words
Time limit 45 minutes

Can you find 49 or more words in PRECEDENT?
The list will be published Monday.

YESTERD
tare tire
tarn train
tear trainer
tern trier
terra trine
tier earn
tine errant
tinea rain

RULES OF THE GAME: 1. Words must be of four or more letters.
2. Words that acquire four letters by the addition of “s,” such as “bats” or
are not allowed. 3. Additional words made by adding a “d” or an

“s” may not be used. 4. Proper nouns, slang words, or vulgar or sexually
explicit words are not allowed. Contact Word Game creator Kathleen

“dles

Saxe at kzsaxe@gmail.com.

Copyright 2021, Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS

AY’S WORD -- TERRAIN
rani rent artier
rant reran inter
ranter retain irate
rare retina near
rate rite neat
rater ante niter
rear anti
rein antre

12-25
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WORDY GURDY: -.ccoccc.

1. Cranberry patch monopolizer (1)

Every answer is a rhyming

pair of words (like FAT CAT
and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and

2. Send a telegram to His Majesty (1)

they will fit in the letter

squares. The number after the
definition tells you how many

3. Natural, untreated thatching (1)

syllables in each word.

© 2021 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

4. Rust-hued tight-fitting necklace (2)

5.

Wrap up a runway beauty in cloth

(2)

6.

Cheer up a

Michigan State

athlete (2)

7. Literary evaluation bon mot (4)
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/ W|IIConstruct|on Corp. ALSO Offers: |consTruction
Door Replacements - Insurance Inspections

BEAUTIFUL RESULTS!

Est. 1988

1

CORP.

CBC1252474

@u\mf@

Safety Grab Bars - Dryer Vent Cleanings

Performed with the same dedication

Call

2015
f

and meticulous attention to detail
as on our larger projects!

352-628-2291

ADVANCED

Installations by Brian

+Siding + Soffit « Fascia + Skirting * Roofovers « Carports + Screen Rooms * Decks * Windows * Doors Addmons e
www.advancedaluminumofcitrus.com

All of our
structures
withstand
~ 120mph
o winds

35162875

CBC #1253853

, Permit And Engineering Fees |

Up to $200 value ,

50009921

CLASSICS MOTORCYCLES RECREATIONAL VEHICLES RECREATIONAL VEHICLES RECREATIONAL VEHICLES RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

1976 MGB Red NEW
top & upholstery, wire
wheel, $6900 Make Offer
(352)346-1053

/ lfiﬂn

PLYMOUTH
1969 Sport Satellite
Numbers Matching Car
383 V8 (Prof. Rebuilt
Power Brakes)
SHOW WINNER
$34,500 352-746-3749

f?&.«r»

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
SPORTSTER 1200
3 wheeler- (rear end kit-
IMC Trike)-has Reverse,
Emergency Brake & Hitch
for towing. Call RICK

MOTORCYCLES TRUCKS

HARLEY 2016
Switchback, 2,935 mi.,
$10,500 or BEST OFFER
352-765-4679

HARLEY DAVIDSON
2007 Fat Boy, Vance & Hines
Pipes, 13k Original Miles, Well

Maintained! $7950 OBO
516-819-9196

FIRE TRUCK

sy ATTENTION?
i T
HARLEY-DAVIDSON
2001 FAT BOY
1-owner, lots of extras,

low miles, Excellent Shape!
$7500

352-220-4752

1994 INTERNATIONAL 4900

CREW CAB TURBO DIESEL
17,985 orig mi., 1K gal. water
tank w/ 1250 GPM pump. Runs
& Drives PERFECT! $29,500
obo Call/Text 305-720-8033

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

2007 Trail Cruiser Lite
19ft., Loaded, Cold A/C &

TRIKE V8
MUST SEE! Factory Made,
Excellent Cond./ Low Miles,
Auto Trans w/ reverse
1 of a Kind- Pics online
Reasonable $19,900
231-330-5553

Heat, Very Clean, sleeps 6-7
$7900 OBO (352) 765-3089

2018 STRYKER
TOY HAULER, FIFTH WHEEL,
2 Slides, 41ft, $59,995
352-795-7820

2020 JAYCO
NORTH POINT, FIFTH WHEEL,

5 Slides, 44ft, $70,995
352-795-7820

2012 36FT, KEYSTONE
COUGAR, 3 slides, Ig kitch is-
land, 2 recliners, Ig couch, fire-
place, Ig dining area, jack-n-jill
Bath, Very Clean $26,500

FIFTH WHEEL

(815) 557-3330

FIFTH WHEEL- 2021 44.5ft
LUXE Toy Hauler- Arctic Pkg
+W/D, 2 heat pumps & 1 A/C-
heater, bath tub, side covers,
loaded, plus more $165K Call
Bruce at 352-398-7012

WANTED - ALLRV's &
BOATS - Any condition - We
come to you - SAME DAY
CASH (941) 284-3498

Subscription' DEAL

Invite Your Friends & Family to Start a NEW Home

You Receive 4 Weeks FREE & They

\d

Eamily

Delivery Subscription.

Receive the Promotional Rate!

lts 2 WIN' WIN'

Call Today (3{iRONICLE

352-563-3295 ST e

* New subscription must have not been subscribed in the past 60 days.
Subscription includes delivery coast and applicable Florida Sales tax.

000PF6D
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2020 FORD F150

SUPER CREW
16K Miles. King Ranch 4X4. Power
Running Boards. Kr Chrome Appearance
Pkg. Twin Panel Moonroof. NPR1508

GOLD CERTIFIED

$68,968

2021 FORD MUSTANG

GT COUPE
650 Miles. GT Premium. Active Valve
Performance Exhause. Nav. Adaptive Cruise.
Safe & Smart Pkg. NPR1512

GOLD CERTIFIED

$52,968

2020 FORD F150

STX SUPER CREW
Extra Low 2,400 Miles. Stx Model.
5.0L V8. Trailer Tow Pkg.

20” Wheels. NPR1481

GOLD CERTIFIED

$43,987

2020 FORD MUSTANG

CONVERTIBLE

3,700 Low Miles. Premium Pony Package.
Safe & Smart Pkg. Sync3 W/8” Screen.
6-Speed Manual!! NPR1529

GOLD CERTIFIED

=

2019 FORD ESCAPE
4WD SEL
4,100 Miles. 4X4. SEL Model. Sync3
With 8” Screen. Rev Sensing/Camera.
Fordpass Connect. NPR1517

GOLD CERTIFIED

$32,968

Blue

Advantage xcold Certified Only

* Ford cars, SUVs, crossovers & trucks (up to 350-Series) that are current
or 5 previous model years and have less than 80,000 miles can qualify
* 12-month/12,000-mile Comprehensive Limited Warranty Coverage

Santa Says...

SS

Ak da 20 i

2020 FORD F150

SUPER CREW
12K Miles. Lariat 4X4. Fx4 Off Road.
Navigation. Twin Panel Moonroof.
Max Trailer Tow. NPR1491

GOLD CERTIFIED

$63,968

2018 FORD F150
PLATINUM 4X4 SUPERCREW
4 New White Lettered Radials. Platinum
Series. Technology Pkg. Max Trailer Tow
Package. N1T510D

GOLD CERTIFIED

$51,968

2019 FORD F250 XL

SUPER CREW

Power Equip Grp. 3.73 Locking Axle.
Trailer Brk Contrlr. Rear View Camera.
4X4.NO7445

GOLD CERTIFIED

$43,968

2019 FORD EDGE
AWD
St Awd Model. Co-Pilot 360 Assist+.
Pano Roof. Nav. Adaptive Cruise.
Lane Keeping. Blis. Trl Tw Pkg. N1T430A

GOLD CERTIFIED

2018 FORD

MUSTANG COUPE
2940 Miles. Local 1-Owner. Super Sharp.
Stripe Package. Ecoboost Performance Package.
Performance Wing. 19" Wheels. NO7439

GOLD CERTIFIED

$32,968

* 7-year/100,000-mile Powertrain Limited Warranty Coverage
+ 172 points of inspection by CERTIFIED mechanics
* Vehicle History Report * 24-hour roadside assistance

¢ A full tank of fuel, fresh oil and filter, and new wiper blades at delivery

Stop By

and Get Your
Vehicle Today!

Saturday, December 25, 2021

m—

2020 FORD F450 KING RANCH

4X4 CREW

36,867 Miles, King Ranch Diesel Dually 4x4, FX4 Off Road,
Adaptive Cruise, Spray-in Bedliner, KR Ultimate Pkg.

GOLD CERTIFIED

2018 FORD

EXPEDITION MAXLTD
Limited Series. Max Trailer Tow Pkg With
3.73 Ratio Lmtd Slip Axle, Pano Roof, 22" Whs.
Rear Entertainment. 2nd Row Buckets. NPR1515

GOLD CERTIFIED

2019 FORD F150

XLT 4X4
4X4, Trailer Tow Pkg, 5.0L V8, Sport
Appearance Pkg, Upgrade 20” Wheels.
NPR1521

GOLD CERTIFIED

2020 FORD
EXPLORER 2WD XLT

One-Owner. 20” Premium Wheels,
Ford Co-Pilot 360 Assist+, Navigation.
NPR1523

GOLD CERTIFIED

2020 FORD ESCAPE

TITANIUM
Hybrid All Wheel Drive. 13K Mi.
Titanium Pkg 2.0. Panoramic Vista Roof.
Ford Co-Pilot360. NPR1506

GOLD CERTIFIED

2020 FORD EDGE

FWD SE
11K Miles. Sync3 W/8" Screen. Rev
Sensing/Camera. Lane Keeping Sys/Alert.
Ford Co-Pilot360. Blis. N1T467A

GOLD CERTIFIED

$32,968

* Service available at any Ford or Lincoln Dealer in the 50 states & Canada

ICh
"H(

50019898

See Our Entire Inventory at:

NickNicholasFord.com

2901 Hwy. 44 W,,

Inverness, FL

352-726-1231

Mon-Fri: 8-7 - Sat: 8:30-5 - Closed Sunday

We Need Your
Used Vehicle

BUY OR
TRADE

2020 FORD F150
CREW CAB 4X4

One-Owner. Lariat Sport Appearance
Pkg, Long Wheel Base, Twin Panel
Moonroof, Navigation. NPR1526

GOLD CERTIFIED

$58,968

2WD XLT
10K Miles. Navigation. Ford Co-Pilot360
Assist+, Adaptive Cruise.
Twin Panel Moonroof. NPR1500

GOLD CERTIFIED

TITANIUM
7,500 Miles. Titanium Pkg. Pano Roof.
Htd/Cooled Frt Seats. Adaptive Cruise.
Nav. More. NPR1514

GOLD CERTIFIED

$43,968

2019 FORD RANGER

SUPER CREW

19K Mi. Sync3. Sirius XM. Sport Appearance
Pkg. Trailer Tow Pkg. 18" Aluminum Whls.
Lane Keeping System. Blis. NPE1503

GOLD CERTIFIED

$39,968

2021 FORD ECOSPORT
FWD SE

550 Extra Low Miles, Power Moonroof,
Rear View Camera, 1.0 L L3 Turbo.
NPRI1513

GOLD CERTIFIED

$29,968

N\

2021 FORD F150 XLT

SUPER CAB
2500 Miles. 4X4. Sync 4. Tow Technology
Pkg. Ford Co-Pilot 360 Assist 2.0. Built In
Navigation. Work Surface. NPR1507

GOLD CERTIFIED

A

2020 FORD

EXPLORER LIMITED
22K Miles. Limited Feature SUV.
Ford Co-Pilot 360 Assist+. Nav. Sync3.
More. NP7665

GOLD CERTIFIED

$45,968

pusy B

2020 FORD RANGER

SUPER CAB

12K Miles. Spt Appearance Pkg.
Technology Pkg. Adaptive Cruise. Nav.
Trailer Tow Pkg. NPR1501

GOLD CERTIFIED

2019 FORD EDGE

AWD SEL
All-Wheel Drive Safety, Panoramic Vista

Roof, Convenience Pkg. Alloy Wheels.
NIT497A

GOLD CERTIFIED

2018 FORD ESCAPE

FWD SEL
Sel Pkg. Safe & Smart Pkg. Nav, Leather.
Adaptive Cruise. Lane Keeping. Blis.
More. NPR1493

GOLD CERTIFIED

$29,968

Bring Your
Vehicle In For

A FREE

o

APPRAISAL

ANA SIMMS
Salesperson Of The Month

River

_ Hwydd

5
8
g
g
L]

Crystal

Inverness

Prices are plus $399 admin fee, taxes, tag, & governmental fees. Dealer reserves the right to correct any errors or omissions. See dealer for complete details.
Prices/offers good day of publication only.
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New Honda 2022 CIVIC CVT FWD LX New Honda 2022 HR-V 2WD LX

522952'-““::' *199 M%W

Per mo. 36 mos

| New Honda 2022 PILOT 2WI] EX New Honda 2021 ACCORD CVT LX

>369:: S249:%:

*Plus down payment, tax, tag, and dealer fees. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 1/3/2022

Lovehonda.com - 2219 South Sun Goast Blvd. Homosassa Fl « 352-628-4600
LoveMotorsportsFL.com = LoveMotorsportsFL.com = LoveMotorsportsFL.com = LoveMotorsportsFlL.com
WE ARE OPEN For All of Your Outdqor Needs‘
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2021 S. SIIIIGOHSI Blvd. in Homosassa - 352-621-3678
LoveMotorsportsFL.comn = *See dealer for program details. With approved credit. Limited time offersonly. = LoveMotorsportsFL.com

New Chevy 2021

TRAX awp LT | 0%.

S Permo. 72
36 mos e
)F $2,639 Due at signing. After all other offers. 03 Security Deposit. Tax, title, license, and dealer fees extra. Mileage
charge of .25/Mile over 32,500 Miles. For well qualified buyers only. See dealer for complete details.
2016 GIIBW 2013 Chevy 313 970 Offer expires 11/30/2021.
Gruze LTD Sllllllﬂlall —

— ke T ... -
14 P182541 & Stk-ﬁP183‘l‘l

smwss9 3nal s, 43 750

2013 KiaSoul Sk B183aais. v sieiviis $10,324

2013 Ford Flex. . Stk BB, 5 o vo vs s wn s namsnvaanns $12,990 ” ew c" GWZOZ’ o

2016 Kia Sorento. .. Stk #1835 . « e v v e evnsernnnnn. $17,514 E ” /

2017 GMCTerrain. . .Stk#18297. oo v v e evvvnnnnneenns $18,981 l"n ox LT or for

2017 Dodge Grand Caravan...Stk#18398. .+ vvvveunnn $18,995

2017 Jeep Compass...Stk#18405. v v e vvassassnnns $20,337 $

2017 Ford Escape...Stk#P18370. « v evuneennnnnnn $23,248 Pg"”ﬂ- mos

2017 Ford Explorer...Stk#18306. « c v vevvavnnnnnans $23,573 mas

2020 Chevy Silverado 1500...5tk #P18303. . . ..o et $47,949 $3,309 Due at signing. After all other offers. 0% Security Deposit. Tax, title, license, and dealer fees extra. Mileage

2017 Cadillac Escalade...Stk#P18368. « v v v v v v envenn $56,199 charge of .25/Mile over 32,500 Miles. For well qualified buyers only. See dealer for complete details.
Offer expires 11/30/2021.

Lovechevysales.com - 29 Highway 44 West Inverness Fl - 352-341-0018
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