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Legislator supports bridge replacement

By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

That didn’t take long.
The Citrus County Cham-

ber of Commerce had asked 
Sen. Dennis Baxley, R-Oc-
ala, to support efforts to re-
place the old Withlacoochee 

River bridge along State 
Road 200.

Baxter sent the chamber an 
email expressing that sup-
port, according to Ardath 
Prendergast, the chamber’s 
vice president of operations 
and the Business Retention 
and Expansion program.

Although the bridge is in 
the purview of FDOT Dis-
trict 7, it is on the border 
with Marion County so Sen-
ate President Wilton Simp-
son suggested the chamber 
contact Baxley, whose dis-

trict encompasses Sumter 
County and parts of Lake 
and Marion counties.

The National Bridge In-
ventory rated the 86-year-
old bridge “functionally ob-
solete.” It also came in low 
under federal measuring 
standards.

“There is a tremendous 
safety issue on this narrow 
bridge with little leeway for 
passing vehicles, and abso-
lutely no safe crossing for 
pedestrians or bicycles,” the 
chamber said.

The chamber cited rapid 
county growth in Citrus and 
Marion counties, due in part 
to the imminent opening of 
the Suncoast Parkway ex-
tension to State Road 44.

Traffic crosses the Withla-
coochee River on State Road 

200 Wednesday to enter 
Marion County. The bridge, 

built in the 1930s, is in need 
of replacement, according to 

the Citrus County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Sen. Dennis Baxley 
sends chamber of 
commerce a letter of 
support

A look back at the citizens we lost in 2021

EDITOR’S NOTE: Each 
year we as a community say 
goodbye to many of our cit-
izens. War veterans, educa-
tors and law men, longtime 
county natives, outspoken 
community activists, busi-
ness people and young 
people whose lives were 
cut short, a beloved school 
“lunch lady,” a “bag boy” 
for Publix for 25 years, a 
woman who famously fed 
anyone and everyone and 
a brave little boy named 
“Tater Tot” — this year 
we lost a number of people 
who, whether they were well 
known or lived quietly, con-
tributed to the fabric of our 
community, making Citrus 
County richer and better be-
cause they lived among us.

By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

JANUARY
John Allen died Jan. 2 

at age 61. Born with Down 
syndrome, John didn’t let 
it hold him back. He was a 
“bag boy” for Publix for 25 
years, a job he loved. He was 
also a client of the Key Train-
ing Center and lived in his 
own Key Center apartment 
and later in a group home. 
He was an Elvis fan with 
his own Elvis jumpsuit and 
could lip sync to his favorite 
Elvis songs.

Peggy Johnson Pattillo 
died Jan. 2 at age 88.

Peggy and her husband 
Dave were a power couple 
in Citrus County, instru-
mental in the revitalization 
of downtown Inverness and 
were named the Chronicle 
Citizens of the Year in 1994.

Peggy had the beauty and 
glamour of a movie star, but 
she also was community 
minded and sought to make 
wherever she lived a better 
place.

She was a model, taught 
charm school, was a design-
er, a gallery owner, a bou-
tique owner, an avid garden-
er, animal lover and faithful 
member of the Floral City 
Garden Club.

“She would work full time, 
be active in the community, 
look gorgeous, and always 
have a meal on the table for 
the family. I still don’t know 
how she mustered the ener-
gy,” said her son, David.

Thomas John Colgan Sr. 
died Jan. 3 at age 74.

A Vietnam War veteran, he 
served in the U.S. Army as a 
gunman on helicopters.

On one of his many �ights, 
his chopper was shot down, 
but he survived unscathed.

“His time in Vietnam was 
a very tough time – he saw 
a lot of his friends die,” said 
Colgan’s daughter, Karrie 
Bacome. “But he enjoyed 
being a gunman.”

Family, however, was most 
important to him.

“We cooked together; he 
taught me how to be orga-

nized, how to save money,” 
Bacome said. “He loved the 
Eagles (band), ‘Hotel Cal-
ifornia,’ and I used to love 
driving in the car with him. 
We’d put on the music real 
loud and sing off key. Great 
memories.”

Dr. Dale Charles Havre 
died Jan. 16 at age 85.

When Dr. Dale Havre came 
to Inverness in 1975, he was 
the only ophthalmologist 
in Citrus and neighboring 
counties.

A man of many talents and 
interests, he played the or-
gan, was a meticulous wood-
worker, a scholar, a teacher, 
an Air Force veteran. In the 

1980s, he wrote a column for 
the Citrus County Chronicle 
and was one of the pioneers 
of laser surgery.

“He was my hero, and I 
learned more from him than 
in all my years in school,” 
said daughter Julie Havre. “I 
worked for him as an oph-
thalmological assistant – he 
was amazing to watch when 
he was doing laser surgery. 
He was brilliant and had such 
a steady hand.”

Howard Arnold died Jan. 
21 at age 85.

If you ever took a �eld trip 
to Washington, D.C. with 
the school safety patrol pro-
gram, you can thank Howard 

Arnold, otherwise known as 
“Of�cer Friendly.”

As a police of�cer in Jack-
sonville, he started the Of�-
cer Friendly program, spon-
sored by Sears.

He would go into the class-
rooms and talk to the kids, 
telling them that police of-
�cers were their friends and 
not someone to be afraid of. 
When he moved to Citrus 
County in the 1980s and 
joined the Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Of�ce, he brought 
the Of�cer Friendly program 
to the local schools and also 
started the annual trip to 
Washington D.C.

“You could call Howard the 
godfather of all the sheriff’s 
department’s educational 
programs,” said James Mar-
tone, former Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Of�ce School Re-
source Of�cer (SRO) who 
took many trips to the na-
tion’s capital with Howard 
Arnold.

Jane Elizabeth (Law) 
Owen died Jan. 22 at age 83.

Called “Aunt Beth” by ev-
eryone who knew her, she 
was the beloved lunch lady 
who, for nearly 25 years, fed 
students at Inverness Primary 
School, Citrus High School 
and Pleasant Grove Elemen-
tary School – an estimated 
5,100,000 lunches before re-
tiring in 1995.

Although she never had 
children of her own, she 
touched the lives of hun-
dreds, maybe thousands, of 
kids, including nieces and 
nephews.

“I became a science teach-
er, and when I taught, I tried 
to teach with the same enthu-
siasm my Aunt Beth taught 
me on our nature hikes to-
gether,” said niece Shana 
Grier. “She was a joy, and I 
love her dearly.”

FEBRUARY
Rollie LeRoy Budd died 

Feb. 2 at age 84.
After a stint in the Navy, 

Rollie and his wife, Marjorie, 
came to Citrus County where 

he went to work for a local 
doctor, taking care of his or-
ange groves, until then-sher-
iff B.R. Quinn hired him as 
a dispatcher for the Citrus 
County Sheriff’s Of�ce.

He worked with the sher-
iff’s of�ce for 25 years – 
from dispatcher to court bai-
liff to director of courts.

Rollie also had a thumb as 
green as they get. He could 
grow anything: tomatoes, 
squash, beans of every kind, 
greens and peas.

He loved growing things, 
loved hunting and �shing 
and especially loved making 
people laugh.

Lawrence “Buddy” 
Woods died Feb. 6 at age 
82.

Buddy grew up as the old-
est of the three Woods broth-
ers, the son of commercial 
�sherman, Arthur Woods Jr., 
in Crystal River.

His grandfather, Arthur 
“Peg Leg” Woods, lived on 

Chronicle file

In this photo from 2011, longtime Citrus County natives Valentine and Frances Rooks were honored at Citrus High School during the party celebrating the school’s 
centennial. Frances died May 18 at age 93 and Valentine died Oct. 30 at age 97.

Today we note those 
who died from 
January through April

Special to the Chronicle

Howard Arnold died Jan. 21, 2021, at age 85. He was Citrus County’s original “Officer Friendly.”

Special to the Chronicle

Always with a smile on his face, Kent Snow, owner of Snow’s 
Produce and Country Market in Holder, loved his customers and 
his employees. He died after a long illness Feb. 19 at age 64.

See DEATHS, page A7
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www.floridahearing.com

NOT ALL HEARING AIDS ARE CREATED EQUAL
Experience the AUDIBEL Difference.

RISK FREE TRIAL
on all Audibel Hearing Aids! If you are unhappy for any reason

simply return the hearing aids and it will cost you

NOTHING!!!

THE AUDIBEL EZ FIT
• NO WAIT and NO COST for

shipping (while supplies last).

• FREE HEARING TEST
• FREE GUIDANCE and

LIFETIME SERVICE
from an Audibel
hearing care
professional.

EACH

Audibel has always offered an entry-level hearing aid for mild hearing loss.
A hearing loss and the degree of hearing loss can only be

determined through proper audiometric testing.

A hearing aid is a Medical Device. It is critical that a hearing care professional
makes sure that the hearing aid is right for your hearing loss and be there to do
the initial fitting of the hearing aid. This is the only way to ensure that a hearing
aid will not cause further damage to the patient’s hearing or cause any
physical pain or damage to the ear and ear canal!

With literally dozens of different TV commercials advertising
“ONE SIZE FITS ALL AMPLIFIERS” it can be confusing!

and it fits up to a 40db loss

Actual Size

The most advanced Technology ever
created is now available in the most
advanced hearing aid ever made.
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AUDIBEL’S Microchip
with Artificial Intelligence.

This technology was
created by Audibel

and can only be
found at the Audibel

locations listed
below

45-DAY
RISK-FREE TRIAL

ON ALL HEARING AIDS

2.4 GHz
Accessories
Our 2.4 GHz accessories
provide universal Bluetooth®
connectivity making it easy for
your hearing aids to work with
your smartphone, television or
media device.

Remote Microphone +
Enables easy audio streaming and
one-on-one conversations in noisy

environments.
Mini Remote Microphone Small,
easy-to-use. Clip it onto the clothing
of the person you’re talking to or use
it as a TV streamer by placing it near

the sound source.
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a hearing aid wearer has
fallen and immediately sends
multiple alert messages to
whoever you choose. Loved
ones, caregivers or nearby
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to use feature that addresses
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tients maintain their inde-
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ones peace of mind.
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Rechargeable Hearing Aid

• Audibel’s technology is
the ONLY rechargeable, custom
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Audibel’s incomparable, user
friendly technology makes
adjusting your hearing aid, in
the most difficult environments,
instant and easy.

The power of AI
at your fingertips
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NEWS BRIEFS
Clerk’s office will 
close for holiday

The Clerk of Courts of-
�ce will be closed Dec. 
31 in observance of New 
Year’s Day to coincide 
with the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit’s holiday calen-
dar. They will reopen on 
Jan. 3.

All other local gov-
ernment of�ces will be 
open Dec. 31 and closed 
on Jan. 3. This includes 
Citrus County Board of 
County Commissioners 
(BOCC), Citrus County 
Property Appraiser, Citrus 
County Tax Collector and 
Citrus County Supervisor 
of Elections of�ces.

As an alternative, visit 
their website at citrus-
clerk.org to make online 
payments, search court 
case information and ini-
tiate a marriage license 
application. Online ser-
vices provide the public 
an avenue to record doc-
uments, enroll in a pay-
ment plan, search of�cial 
records and court records, 
request public records and 
more.

Kick of the New 
Year with a hike

Get your New Year off 
to a great start by taking 
a �rst day hike at 8 a.m. 
Jan. 1 at Crystal River 
Preserve State Park, 3266 
N. Sailboat Ave.

Group hikes are led by 
state park volunteers and 
begin at the 7 mile loop 
trailhead. Hikers will 
choose between a 2 mile 
out and back hike or the 
full 7 mile loop.

Hikers will cross over 
tidal creeks, hike along-
side salt marshes and 
walk through pine �at-
woods. Those on the long 
hike will travel through an 
oak hammock.

Hikes are free and open 
to the public with no 
pre-registration necessary. 
Donations will be used to 
sustain future interpretive 
park programs.

Participants should 
wear sturdy, close-toed 
shoes, dress for the 
weather, bring a snack, 
water and bug spray. 
Those doing the 7 mile 
trek should bring two 
containers of water, as 
there is no water avail-
able on the trail. Children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult.

Government offices 
close for New Year’s

Citrus County Govern-
ment of�ces will be closed 
Jan. 3 in observance of the 
New Year’s holiday. Nor-
mal hours of operation 
and services will resume 
Jan. 4 with the following 
exceptions:

 ■ The Citrus County 
Library System will be 
closed Jan. 1 and 3. Nor-
mal hours of operation 
will resume Jan. 4. For 
more information, call 
352-746-9077.

 ■ The Citrus Coun-
ty Central Land�ll will 
be closed Jan. 1 and will 
close at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 3. 
The administrative of�ce 
will be closed. Normal 
hours will resume Jan. 
4. For more information, 
call 352-527-7670.

 ■ Bicentennial Park 
Pool will be closed Jan. 1. 
Normal operating hours 
will resume Jan. 2. For 
more information, call 
352-527-7540.

Embroiderers Guild 
of America to meet

The Sandhill Crane 
Chapter of the Embroi-
derers Guild of America 
(EGA) will meet from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jan. 
5 at Faith Presbyterian 
Church, 200 Mt. Faire 
Ave. in Brooksville.

All are welcome. EGA 
is open to anyone who is 
interested in embroidery 
from beginner to more ad-
vanced. For information, 
call Jenna McClooney at 
727-204-0420.

Historical society receives COVID-19 grant
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Florida Humanities, the 
statewide, nonpro�t af�liate 
of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH), 
has awarded the Citrus 
County Historical Society 
Inc. a $25,000 grant for gen-
eral operating costs to help 
recover from the economic 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Like many historical 
and cultural organizations 
whose revenue streams are 
dependent upon live and 
in-person performances, 
the Citrus County Histor-
ical Society, Inc. is greatly 
indebted for these funds,” 

historical resource manag-
er Kathy Turner Thompson 
said.

“This ARP grant will al-
low the Historical Society 

to pay gen-
eral operat-
ing expens-
es, such as 
i n s u r a n c e , 
accounting 
fees, and 
u t i l i t i e s , 
which insti-
tutions like 
ours rarely 

receive outside funding for, 
and therefore, rely strictly 
on generous donations from 
the public,” Turner Thomp-
son added. 

The NEH received $135 
million from the American 
Rescue Plan (ARP) act of 
2021, which was approved 
by Congress this past 
spring. The state humanities 
councils, including Florida 
Humanities, each received 
a portion of the NEH award 
to support museums, ar-
chives, historic sites and 
other humanities-focused  
nonpro�ts.

The Citrus County His-
torical Society, Inc. was 
one of 129 organizations 
in Florida that was award-
ed ARP funding totaling 
$1.88 million from Florida 
Humanities. The grants are 
intended to meet immediate 

operational needs in order 
for organizations to remain 
viable and maintain deliv-
ery of public humanities 
programming and resources 
in their communities.

Florida Humanities re-
ceived 188 applications 
for ARP funding, with 
nonpro�ts requesting the 
most funds for staf�ng and  
utilities.

Florida Humanities ex-
ecutive director Nashid 
Madyun said these funds 
provide a safety net for the 
organizations so they can 
focus on other priorities, 
such as fundraising and cre-
ating programming.

“For smaller nonpro�ts, 

when bills are paid and 
staff are safe and intact, 
that type of alleviation is 
immeasurable,” Madyun 
added. “Florida Human-
ities is honored to provide 
a lifeline to our state’s 
cultural and historic orga-
nizations, ensuring they 
continue to enrich their lo-
cal communities, and the 
Sunshine State at large, for 
years to come.”

Funding for this grant was 
provided by Florida Hu-
manities with funds from 
NEH as part of the ARP and 
NEH’s Sustaining the Hu-
manities through the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan (SHARP) 
initiative.

TURNER 
THOMPSON

Special to the Chronicle 

The Citrus Garden Club Christmas luncheon committee created a fun-filled fiesta themed lunch for 46 club members on Dec. 
2 at the Citrus Hills Golf and Country Club. Poinsettias and luminarias decorated each table, along with personal mini-piñatas 
for each guest and Mexican marzipan made from peanuts. Homemade colorful pillows and fabric cacti were part of a raffle 
along with antique Mexican ornaments. Pictured in the first row are Judy Schmutzer, left, and Pamela Noel. Second row 
from left are: Barbara Cryer, Michelle Lentner, Sheila Gilles, Cynthia Quartel and Patty Thomson.

CITRUS GARDEN CLUB  
ENJOYS CHRISTMAS FIESTA

Homosassa 
man faces 
child porn 
charges
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

A Homosassa man’s al-
leged circulation of child 
pornography via an online 
messaging service led a Cit-
rus County Sheriff’s Of�ce 
sleuth to his doorstep.

Tiffany Barry, a detective 
with the sheriff’s High Tech 
Crimes Unit, took 27-year-
old Joshua James Jones into 
custody Tuesday, Dec. 21.

Jones was arrested on 
charges of 
p romot ing 
child por-
n o g r a p h y 
and seven 
counts each 
of possess-
ing child 
pornography 

and transmitting child por-
nography. He was jailed with 
a $33,000 bond.

According to Jones’ arrest 
report, obtained Thursday, 
Barry was assigned Sept. 29 
to investigate a cyber tip from 
the National Center of Miss-
ing and Exploited Children.

Kik Messenger – also 
known as Kik – reported 
a subscriber by the user-
name “Lost_Travler” sent 
suspected “child sexual ex-
ploitation material” to other 
users in July on its Wi-Fi 
messaging platform.

A search warrant Barry ob-
tained for the malicious Kik 
account revealed seven videos 
depicting children as young 
as 7 years old performing 
sexual acts. Barry also found 
photos and videos of Jones in 
the account’s contents folder, 
according to the arrest report.

Barry also acquired the IP 
address of the Kik user’s de-
vice, allowing the detective 
to obtain the user’s residen-
tial address from their inter-
net provider.

Barry’s investigation 
steered her to Jones’ house 
off of West Cardinal Street, 
where the sheriff’s of�ce 
investigated allegations in 
2020 of Jones having child 
pornography.

In that case, according to 
his arrest report, Jones told 
authorities he unknowing-
ly downloaded links con-
taining illicit content and 
would immediately delete 
the �les once he saw them. 
Detectives closed the case 
as “criminally unfounded.”

Barry contacted Jones on 
Tuesday to have him speak 
with her at the county’s emer-
gency operations center in Le-
canto. Jones was arrested after 
he gave Barry a Mirandized 
statement, which was redact-
ed from his arrest report.

JONES

Deputies arrest local man after armed pursuit
By BUSTER THOMPSON
Chronicle Reporter

Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Of�ce deputies apprehended 
a Homosassa man and felon 
for allegedly almost striking 
a cruiser with his vehicle and 
starting a high-speed chase 
armed with a gun.

Local authorities took 
28-year-old Gamble Rob-
ert Glass into custody early 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, after 
the pursuit ended in Lecanto.

Glass was arrested on 
charges of aggravated as-
sault, �eeing law enforce-
ment, possessing a �rearm 
as a felon, resisting law 
enforcement without vio-
lence, driving without a li-
cense, possessing drug par-
aphernalia and two counts 
of possessing a controlled 
substance.

He was jailed under a 
$28,000 bond.

According to Glass’ ar-
rest report, obtained Thurs-
day, a sheriff’s of�ce dep-
uty patrolling Homosassa 
spotted a gray Toyota sedan 
pull out from the 7-Eleven 
gas station at U.S. 19 and 
West Cardinal Street, and 
drive in the wrong lane of 
a roadway.

When the deputy went to 
pull it over, the Toyota en-

tered the Walmart parking 
lot nearby and continued 
driving slowly behind the 
store, where it then accel-

erated at a 
second dep-
uty’s patrol 
car.

At the last 
m o m e n t , 
the Toyo-
ta veered 
away, avoid-
ing a head-

on collision, before leaving 
the parking lot and lead-
ing deputies on a pursuit 
through a neighborhood.

Deputies reported the 
Toyota ignoring stop signs 
and reaching estimated 
speeds of up to 80 mph on 
West Meadow Street – a 
roadway zoned as 35 mph.

After roughly eight min-

utes of deputies pursuing 
it, the Toyota pulled into a 
driveway on the 5500 block 
of South Plantain Point. A 
deputy following behind 
spotted the Toyota’s driver 
– later identi�ed as Glass 
– reaching around the pas-
senger seat.

According to the arrest 
report, the deputy ordered 
Glass to show his hands 
but Glass ignored the com-
mands and kept rummag-
ing around the vehicle.

Thinking Glass was 
searching for a weapon, 
deputies unholstered their 
sidearms and continued 
telling Glass to put his 
hands up. Glass eventually 
complied.

A deputy who went to 
handcuff him noticed Glass 
was still reaching for a po-

tential weapon on the pas-
senger �oorboard, prompt-
ing the deputy to sic his 
K-9 on Glass, according to 
the arrest report.

Once the K-9 bit hold of 
Glass’ left arm, deputies re-
moved him from the vehicle 
and detained him. Deputies 
later found a loaded .22-cal-
iber pistol underneath Toy-
ota’s passenger seat.

Deputies also seized 0.47 
grams of methamphetamine, 
a glass pipe coated with 
meth, and 25 acetaminophen 
codeine phosphate pills.

After he was treated at a 
local hospital for the K-9 
bite, Glass was booked at 
the county jail. At the time 
of his arrest, Glass had 
been convicted of �ve felo-
nies, according to his arrest 
report.

GLASS
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YESTERDAY’S WEATHER 

THREE DAY  OU T LOOK 
Exclusi

Legend: YTD-Year to
Date, PR-Daily 
Precipitation

ve daily 
forecast by:

DEW POINT

HUMIDITY

POLLEN COUNT**

**Light - only extreme allergic will show symp-
toms, moderate - most allergic will experience 
symptoms, heavy - all allergic will experience 
symptoms.
AIR QUALITY

ALM A N A C 

CE L EST I A L OU T LOOK 

WATER ING  R UL ES 

B U R N CON D I T ION S 

For more information call Florida Division of Forestry at (352) 797-4140. For more 
information on wildfire conditions, please visit the Division of Forestryʼs Web site: 
www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire

Today’s Fire Danger Index is:

City H L F’cast City H L F’cast

F LO R I DA TE M PERAT U RES 

Gulf water
temperature

LA K E  L E V E L S 
Location Full

Levels reported in feet above sea level. Flood stage for lakes are based on 2.33-year flood, 
the mean-annual flood which has a 43-precent chance of being equaled or exceeded in 
any one year. This data is obtained from the Southwest Florida Water Management District 
and is subject to revision. In no event will the District or the United States Geological Survey 
be liable for any damages arising out of the use of this data. If you have any questions you 
should contact the Hydrological Data Section at (352) 796-7211.
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*From mouths of rivers **At Kingʼs Bay ***At Masonʼs Creek
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SUNSET TONIGHT ...........................

SUNRISE TOMORROW ....................

MOONRISE TODAY .........................

MOONSET TODAY ..........................
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(MORNING) (AFTERNOON)

TEMPERATURE*

Record
Normal
Mean temp.
Departure from mean
PRECIPITATION*

Total for the month
Total for the year
Normal for the year

UV INDEX:
0-2 minimal, 3-4 low, 5-6 moderate,
7-9 high, 10+ very high
BAROMETRIC PRESSURE

*

**Official record values from Tampa International

Data from
Crystal River Airport

Provided by
ezfshn.com

Taken at Crystal River
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WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY MORNING
High: 80° Low: 59°
Mostly sunny and warmer

Yesterday 0.00"
0.84"

62.50"
51.39"

As reported from https://citrusmosquito.org

30.10

Yesterday at 3 p.m. 86%

Yesterday observed Good
Pollutant PM2.5

Jan 2 Jan 9 Jan 17 Jan 25

0 - 1 Monday 6 - 7 Thursday
2 - 3 Tuesday 8 - 9 -or-

Common Areas Friday4 - 5 Wednesday

Daytona Bch. 75 57 pc
Fort Lauderdale 80 68 s
Fort Myers 79 61 s
Gainesville 76 56 pc
Homestead 81 66 s
Jacksonville 76 58 pc
Key West 79 72 pc
Lakeland 79 58 s
Melbourne 77 60 s

SUN MON

Albany 43 34 0.23 31 28 mc
Albuquerque 61 45 0.00 52 29 mc
Asheville 69 42 0.00 67 47 pc
Atlanta 75 52 0.00 72 59 mc
Atlantic City 55 47 0.00 43 40 ra
Austin 75 60 0.00 79 65 mc
Baltimore 61 43 0.01 42 37 ra
Billings 7 1 0.03 1 -3 cl
Birmingham 76 63 0.00 74 62 mc
Boise 36 28 0.02 29 7 sn
Boston 40 34 0.25 35 30 pc
Buffalo 40 36 0.00 39 35 ra
Burlington, VT 31 24 1.20 25 18 mc
Charleston, SC 79 57 0.00 75 58 pc
Charleston, WV 58 46 0.03 68 52 ra
Charlotte 77 53 0.00 69 56 mc
Chicago 45 30 0.00 50 33 mc
Cincinnati 56 45 0.00 69 44 sh
Cleveland 43 37 0.00 51 37 sh
Columbia, SC 79 52 0.00 74 58 pc
Columbus, OH 52 39 0.00 63 41 sh
Concord, NH 34 30 0.31 32 22 pc
Dallas 79 57 0.00 77 64 mc
Denver 53 30 0.00 46 22 pc
Des Moines 45 21 Trace 41 29 s
Detroit 43 31 0.00 43 31 sn
El Paso 73 53 0.00 67 43 pc
Evansville, IN 55 39 0.00 69 46 sh
Harrisburg 55 41 0.01 38 35 ra
Hartford 45 34 0.16 36 28 mc
Houston 82 68 0.00 80 69 mc
Indianapolis 49 32 0.00 64 40 mc
Kansas City 65 34 0.00 52 41 pc
Las Vegas 56 46 0.01 53 39 pc
Little Rock 68 51 0.00 73 63 mc
Los Angeles 59 44 0.00 55 43 ra
Louisville 59 50 0.00 69 48 sh
Memphis 72 57 0.00 75 63 cl
Milwaukee 41 26 0.00 42 26 ra
Minneapolis 31 12 Trace 31 7 sn
Mobile 77 56 0.00 78 63 mc
Montgomery 73 58 Trace 77 62 mc
Nashville 68 53 0.00 71 61 sh

SUN

Acapulco 88/67/s
Amsterdam 42/34/ra
Athens 60/54/ra
Beijing 36/8/s
Berlin 29/19/pc
Bermuda 68/65/mc
Cairo 68/52/s
Calgary -14/-28/mc
Havana 79/70/s
Hong Kong 53/48/ra
Jerusalem 55/46/s

n/a/n/a n/an/a/n/a n/a

n/a/n/a n/a

n/a/n/a n/a

n/a/n/a n/a
n/a

SUN SAT
Withlacoochee at Holder 29.47 29.48 34.64
Tsala Apopka-Hernando 37.80 37.81 38.66
Tsala Apopka-Inverness 39.13 39.14 39.73
Tsala Apopka-Floral City 40.30 40.31 41.37

Lisbon 64/59/ra
London 48/42/ra
Madrid 55/48/mc
Mexico City 75/57/s
Montreal 25/14/mc
Moscow 11/4/mc
Paris 52/47/ra
Rio 85/71/s
Rome 58/50/ra
Sydney 70/65/ra
Tokyo 43/32/s
Toronto 32/28/sn
Warsaw 25/12/s

SUN MON

New Orleans 79 63 0.00 77 65 pc
New York City 51 42 0.00 41 37 mc
Norfolk 66 45 0.00 52 49 mc
Oklahoma City 75 43 0.00 64 53 mc
Omaha 50 21 0.00 43 30 s
Palm Springs 65 51 Trace 56 42 sh
Philadelphia 57 45 0.03 39 35 ra
Phoenix 66 52 0.00 60 45 mc
Pittsburgh 49 37 0.00 55 41 sh
Portland, ME 36 27 0.24 35 26 s
Portland, OR 38 32 0.03 30 24 mc
Providence, RI 45 35 0.17 35 29 pc
Raleigh 73 51 0.00 60 52 mc
Rapid City 31 15 0.00 24 -1 pc
Reno 34 25 0.21 33 9 sn
Rochester, NY 39 34 0.00 36 32 rs
Sacramento 47 39 Trace 48 33 mc
Salt Lake City 43 28 0.13 37 16 sn
San Antonio 82 60 0.00 78 63 mc
San Diego 61 53 0.09 55 49 sh
San Francisco 52 43 0.10 51 40 sh
Savannah 80 58 0.00 77 59 pc
Seattle 32 24 0.26 23 20 mc
Spokane 32 27 Trace 17 5 ss
St. Louis 49 42 0.00 60 42 pc
St. Ste Marie 31 21 0.00 30 24 sn
Syracuse 40 34 0.63 35 31 sn
Topeka 65 28 0.00 51 39 pc
Washington 63 50 0.06 44 40 ra

Miami 78 71 s
Ocala 77 55 pc
Orlando 77 58 pc
Pensacola 76 65 mc
Sarasota 78 60 s
Tallahassee 78 62 mc
Tampa 79 59 pc
Vero Beach 80 61 s
W. Palm Bch. 77 70 s

Chassahowitzka*11:58 a.m. 0.4 ft None n/a 6:32 a.m. 0.2 ft 7:32 p.m. 0.1 ft
Crystal River** 10:16 a.m. 1.8 ft 10:48 p.m. 1.9 ft 4:48 a.m. 0.7 ft 5:06 p.m. 0.6 ft
Withlacoochee* 7:13 a.m. 2.3 ft 7:59 p.m. 2.7 ft 2:13 a.m. 0.8 ft 2:25 p.m. 0.5 ft
Homosassa*** 11:03 a.m. 1.0 ft 11:33 p.m. 1.1 ft 5:16 a.m. 0.3 ft 5:43 p.m. 0.2 ft

5:40 pm
7:21 am

12:37 am
12:56 pm

12/27 MONDAY 7:21 6:50 5:40 7:13
12/28 TUESDAY 7:21 7:37 5:40 8:02

Predominant: Trees
Mon

low med high

Yesterday at 3 p.m. 63°

4

Yesterday 79/53
86/19
71/43

57
9

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY MORNING
High: 79° Low: 58°
AM fog, then mostly sunny

TODAY & TOMORROW MORNING
High: 78° Low: 51°
Mostly sunny with a sea breeze

MODERATE. There is no burn ban.

For established lawns and landscapes, irrigation may occur during only one (1) 
of the specified time periods, 12:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., or 4:00 p.m. - 11:59 p.m., 
on the allowable watering days below:

Addresses with house numbers ending in:

Questions, concerns or reporting violations, please call: City of Inverness at 
352-726-2321; City of Crystal River at 352-795-4216, Ext. 313; unincorporated 
Citrus County at 352-527-7669. For more information, visit:
https://www.citrusbocc.com/departments/water_resources/watering_restrictions.php

MONDAY
KEY TO CONDITIONS: c=cloudy; 
fg=fog; hz=haze; mc=mostly cloudy; 
pc=partly cloudy; ra=rain; rs=rain/
snow; s=sunny; sh=showers; 
sm=smoke; sn=snow; ss=snow 
showers; t=thunderstorms

92, Graham, Texas
-24, Crosby, N.D.

Today: Northeast winds around 5 
knots then becoming southeast 
around 10 knots after midnight. Seas 
2 feet or less. Bay and inland waters a 
light chop. Tonight: South winds 
around 10 knots. Seas 2 feet. 67°

FORECAST FOR 3:00 P.M.
Monday

TODAY IN              
HISTORYEntertainment

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Monday, Dec. 27, the 
361st day of 2021. There are four 
days left in the year.

Highlight in history:
On Dec. 27, 2001, Defense Secre-

tary Donald H. Rumsfeld announced 
that Taliban and al-Qaida prisoners 
would be held at the U.S. naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

On this date:
In 1831, naturalist Charles Darwin 

set out on a round-the-world voy-
age aboard the HMS Beagle.

In 1932, New York City’s Radio 
City Music Hall first opened.

In 1985, Palestinian guerrillas 
opened fire inside the Rome and 
Vienna airports; 19 victims were 
killed, plus four attackers who were 
slain by police and security person-
nel. American naturalist Dian Fos-
sey, 53, who had studied gorillas in 
the wild in Rwanda, was found 
hacked to death.

Ten years ago: Tens of thousands 
of defiant Syrian protesters 
thronged the streets of Homs, call-
ing for the execution of President 
Bashar Assad shortly after his army 
pulled its tanks back and allowed 
Arab League monitors in for the first 
time to the city at the heart of the 
anti-government uprising.

Five years ago: Actor Carrie Fish-
er died in a hospital four days after 
suffering a medical emergency 
aboard a flight to Los Angeles; she 
was 60.

One year ago: President Donald 
Trump signed a $900 billion pan-
demic relief package, ending days 
of drama over his refusal to accept 
the bipartisan deal that would deliv-
er cash to businesses and individu-
als and avert a federal government 
shutdown. 

Today’s Birthdays: Rock musi-
cian Mick Jones (Foreigner) is 77. 
Actor Gerard Depardieu is 73. Actor 
Maryam D’Abo is 61. Actor Ian 
Gomez is 57. Actor Theresa Randle 
is 57. Wrestler and actor Bill Gold-
berg is 55. Rock musician Guthrie 
Govan is 50. Musician Matt Slocum 
is 49. Actor Wilson Cruz is 48. Actor 
Timothee Chalamet is 26.

‘Spider-Man’ surpasses $1B globally in 2nd weekend
By LINDSEY BAHR
AP Film Writer

Peter Parker’s good fortune con-
tinued over the holiday weekend 
as Hollywood prepares to close 
the books on a turbulent 2021. 
Even with some mighty com-
petition from new Matrix and 
Sing movies, and rising concerns 
over the omicron variant, “Spi-
der-Man: No Way Home” stayed 
in the No. 1 spot and netted a 
few more milestones too includ-
ing crossing the $1 billion mark 
globally.

According to studio estimates 
Sunday “Spider-Man” added 
$81.5 million over the three-day 
weekend, down 69 percent from 
its � rst weekend. The Sony and 
Marvel � lm has now grossed 
$467 million from North Ameri-
can theaters, more than doubling 
the domestic grosses of 2021’s 
previous No. 1 � lm, “Shang-
Chi and the Legend of the Ten 
Rings.”

With $587.1 million from 61 
overseas markets, in just 12 
days of release, “Spider-Man” 
has grossed $1.05 billion glob-
ally. It’s the � rst � lm of the 
pandemic to cross $1 billion 
and is tied with “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens” for being the 
third-fastest � lm ever to do so 
– and this without the bene� t of 
its release in China.

Universal’s “Sing 2” came in 
second place with an estimat-
ed $23.8 million, while Warner 
Bros.’ “The Matrix Resurrec-
tions” grossed $12 million to take 
third place.

The animated musical “Sing 
2” features high-pro� le celebrity 
talent including Matthew Mc-
Conaughey, Scarlett Johansson, 
Reese Witherspoon and Bono, as 
well as a jukebox soundtrack full 
of well-known hits. Since its re-

lease Wednesday, it’s made $41 
million ($1.6 million of that came 
from Thanksgiving weekend 
showings) from North America 
and $65 million worldwide.

“We’re extraordinarily pleased,” 
said Jim Orr, Universal’s presi-
dent of domestic distribution.

Orr said the stellar CinemaScore 
(A+) and audience scores suggest 
that the � lm will continue to per-
form well in the next few weeks, 
when many kids are still out of 
school for the holidays.

The fourth Matrix also opened 
on Wednesday and has earned an 
estimated $22.5 million in its � rst 
� ve days in North America. The 
� lm, directed by Lana Wachows-
ki and starring Keanu Reeves and 
Carrie-Anne Moss, is currently 
streaming on HBO Max as well. 
Globally, it’s grossed $69.8 mil-
lion to date.

While the studio was hoping 
for a stronger box of� ce, Jeff 
Goldstein, Warner Bros.’ head 
of domestic distribution, said the 
movie achieved what they were 

looking for as an overall strategy 
including HBO Max.

“The Matrix Resurrections” is 
the last of the 18 Warner Bros. 
� lms released in 2021 to debut 
both in theaters and on HBO Max 
simultaneously. Starting in 2022, 
the studio will have a 45-day ex-
clusive theatrical window on their 
� lms.

In fourth place was Disney and 
20th Century’s “The King’s Man,” 
a prequel to the action-comedy 
Kingsman series starring Ralph 
Fiennes. It came in slightly under 
expectations with $6.4 million 
from the weekend and $10 mil-
lion from its � rst � ve days. The 
audience skewed heavily male 
(65%).

The Kurt Warner biopic “Ameri-
can Underdog” opened on Christ-
mas Day and has made an esti-
mated $6.2 million in its two days 
in release to round out the top 
� ve. Zachary Levi stars as War-
ner, the quarterback who went 
from undrafted free agent to Hall 
of Famer.

Paul Thomas Anderson’s “Lic-
orice Pizza” expanded nation-
wide on Christmas, after playing 
in limited release for a month, 
and added $2.3 million bring-
ing its total to $3.7 million. And 
right behind it was the Denzel 
Washington-directed drama “A 
Journal For Jordan,” which to 
$2.2 million.

With just a few days left in 
2021, the North American box of-
� ce is currently sitting at $4.3 bil-
lion and is likely to net out around 
$4.4 billion. Pre-pandemic, it was 
normal for a year’s box of� ce to 
surpass $11 billion.

“To say was a roller-coaster year 
is an understatement,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, the senior media 
analyst for Comscore, Inc. “The 
marketplace is still facing chal-
lenges from the pandemic, but 
what an amazing capper to one of 
the most incredible years ever at 
the box of� ce.”

He added: “The future of the 
movie theater a year ago was a 
big question mark, and a year lat-
er it’s here to stay.”

Estimated ticket sales for Friday 
through Sunday at U.S. and Cana-
dian theaters, according to Com-
score. Final domestic � gures will 
be released Monday.

1. “Spider-Man: No Way 
Home,” $81.5 million.

2. “Sing 2,” $23.8 million.
3. “The Matrix Resurrections,” 

$12 million.
4. “The King’s Man,” $6.4 mil-

lion.
5. “American Underdog,” 

$6.2 million.
6. “West Side Story,” $2.8 mil-

lion.
7. “Licorice Pizza,” $2.3 mil-

lion.
8. “A Journal For Jordan,” 

$2.2 million.
9. “Encanto,” $2 million.
10. “83,” $1.8 million.

Sony Pictures / AP

This image released by Sony Pictures shows Tom Holland, left, and Benedict 
Cumberbatch in Columbia Pictures’ “Spider-Man: No Way Home.” 

ALERT CITRUS SIGNUP

■ To register for the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office’s 
Alert Citrus weather program, visit www.
sheriffcitrus.org and click on the links to register.

■ Create a profile, list how you want to be contacted 
in case of a weather emergency (text, mobile 
phone, home phone, email), then include the 
address(es) you want alerts for. You can choose 
what types of emergencies you want to hear about, 
and set a quiet period for no conduct.

■ Those without computer access may call 352-249-
2705.
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State could have hot year for jobs
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ORLANDO — Job 
growth in Florida will out-
pace the national econo-
my, and unemployment 
will continue to decline in 
2022, according to a new 
economic forecast for the 
Sunshine State.

Florida’s unemployment 
rate, which stood at 4.5 
percent in November, is 
expected to continue fall-
ing in 2022, and housing 
starts will pickup, but not 
quickly enough to satisfy 
robust demand in the short 
run, according to the fore-
cast released earlier this 
month by the Institute for 
Economic Forecasting at 

the University of Central 
Florida.

Inventory for single-fam-
ily homes is so scarce in 
Florida that it would take 
only 1.3 months to use 
up the current supply of 
homes at the current rate 
of demand. Nationally, the 
supply was at 7.1 months 
in October. Typically, a 
six-month supply is consid-
ered a healthy and balanced 
market.

“Florida’s Realtors are 
desperate for homes to buy 
and sell,” the UCF report 
said. “The paucity of inven-
tory and supply chain prob-
lems for builders have led 
to cold calling/texting to try 
and drum up inventory.”

In contrasts to the Great 
Recession more than a doz-
en years ago, the housing 
market won’t be an “al-
batross” around Florida’s 
economy during the contin-
ued recovery from the pan-
demic, the report said.

“On the contrary, hous-
ing will continue to be an 
important economic driver 
as the recovery from the 
COVID-19 recession con-
tinues, and builders work to 
replenish severely deplet-
ed inventories,” the report 
said.

The sector with the big-
gest expected job growth in 
Florida over the next three 
years is hospitality, which 
was battered during the past 

two years by the pandemic, 
with a predicted jump of 8.1 
percent. That is followed by 
professional and business 
services, which is expected 
to grow by 3.8 percent. Pro-
fessional and business ser-
vices are white-collar jobs 
like lawyers, architects and 
accountants.

Florida’s population over 
the next three years will 
continue to grow as Baby 
Boomers retire and move 
to the Sunshine State, and 
more job-seekers will mi-
grate to Florida as the trav-
el and hospitality industry 
recovers from the pandem-
ic-caused downturn of the 
past two years, the forecast 
said.

More private rockets to launch in 2022
By RICHARD TRIBOU
Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO — While 
SpaceX and United Launch 
Alliance have been sending 
rockets up at an increased 
pace the past several years, 
the Space Coast is about to 
get much busier with more 
commercial rocket compa-
nies set to join the launch 
party.

The �rst half of 2022 is 
slated to see two companies 
launch for the �rst time 
from Cape Canaveral from 
two older launch complex-
es while some massive new 
rockets are waiting on new 
engines in the hopes of lift-
ing off before the end of the 
year.

For one company, Rela-
tivity Space based in Long 
Beach, California, its �rst 
planned launch from Space 
Launch Complex 16, will 
be its �rst liftoff ever. Its 
rockets are fabricated using 
3D printing technology and 
are projected to take as little 
as 30 days to create, from 
the nose cone to the engine. 
Its �rst rocket is called Ter-
ran 1 while a much larger 
reusable version is in the 
works called Terran R.

While its �rst launch will 
be a test mission to make 
sure the craft can make it 
into orbit, Relativity has 
lined up eight customers 
including the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense and NASA, 
which awarded the company 
$3 million as part of its Ven-
ture Class Launch Services 
Demonstration 2 contract.

“NASA’s efforts to ex-
pand launch options are 
vital for the future growth 
of space access,” said com-
pany CEO and cofounder 
Tim Ellis. “We appreciate 

NASA’s selection of our 3D 
printing approach for our 
launch vehicle, Terran 1.”

All of Relativity’s initial 
launches will be from SLC-
16, which has not had a 
launch since 1988 but was 
used for Titan and Persh-
ing missiles as well as test 
for the Apollo and Gemini 
programs. While work con-
tinues on that initial rocket 
in California, construction 
at SLC-16 is getting close 
as well, company of�cials 
said.

“The Relativity team has 
been busy to stay on track 
for launch in 2022,” said 
Relativity’s Launch Oper-
ations Program Manager 
Joy Mosdell, who said so 
far in 2021, the company 
has completed the installa-
tion of the propellant farms 
for liqui�ed natural gas and 
oxygen and constructed the 
launch vehicle integration 
hangar among other bench-
marks while licensing con-
tinues with the Federal Avi-
ation Administration.

Astra isn’t new to liftoffs
It may get beaten to the 

punch, though, by another 
commercial rocket compa-
ny Astra, which recently 
secured launch rights from 
Canaveral’s Space Launch 
Complex 46 through the 
efforts of Space Florida, the 
state’s aerospace economic 
development agency.

Astra, based in Alameda, 
California, has already 
reached orbit with a rock-
et that took off from Alas-
ka, and will now launch as 
early as January to satisfy 
the same demonstration 
contract for NASA that 
Relativity has in the works. 
Astra’s “Rocket 3” is small 
in relation to others in the 
market, standing only 38 

feet tall and with a payload 
capacity of 331 pounds.

Relativity’s Terran 1 in 
comparison will stand at 
80 feet tall with a payload 
capacity of more than 2,750 
pounds. The Astra business 
plan is to provide a much 
lower cost to customers to 
reach orbit. To that end, it 
has lined up several custom-
ers including three more 
launches for NASA to put 
small satellites into orbit to 
track hurricanes, although 
the company has yet to say 
from which spaceport those 
missions will launch.

The two new small- to 
mid-size rocket companies 
will join a big lineup of 
launches planned from both 
SpaceX and ULA from ex-
isting launch pads at Ca-
naveral while SpaceX will 
continue its missions from 
Kennedy Space Center as 
well.

In 2021, SpaceX had a 
record 16 launches of its 
Falcon 9 rocket from Space 
Launch Complex 40, as 
well as another record 12 
at KSC, and it plans to 
keep up that pace in 2022. 
ULA had three launches in 
2021 from Canaveral Space 
Launch Complex 41 with 
four on tap from Canaveral 
in the �rst half of 2022.

Those will continue to be 
on Atlas rockets, but ULA 
is waiting to move forward 
with its new Vulcan Centaur 
rocket. Progress on Vulcan, 
though, means waiting on 
another company looking to 
leave a big footprint on the 
Space Coast – Blue Origin.

Both Blue Origin’s mas-
sive New Glenn rocket 
and ULA’s Vulcan will use 
BE-4 engines fabricated by 
Blue Origin, but there have 
been some delays.

“We’ve made critical 
progress this year on BE-4 
engines,” the company 
wrote in an emailed state-
ment. “The program con-
tinues to move along with 
engine quali�cation start-
ing end of year.”

That quali�cation run, 
though, means ULA, which 
was to have had the engines 
in hand by this month will 
now likely not get them un-
til April.

“We are disappointed that 
we will not be receiving 
Vulcan �ight engines from 
Blue Origin by the end of 
the year, but they will be 
arriving early next year,” 
the company said in a state-
ment. “The certi�cation 
program is moving along 
very well and the produc-
tion engines are being man-
ufactured. We look forward 
to Vulcan’s �rst launch in 
2022.”

Vulcan will be the next 
generation for ULA, which 
still �ies Atlas and Delta IV 
rockets. It will stand 202 
feet tall with a nearly 18-
foot diameter fairing that 
can carry nearly 58,000 
pounds to low-Earth orbit.

For New Glenn, also tar-
geting liftoff in 2022, the 
company has complet-
ed work at Space Launch 
Complex-36, so now it 
awaits the 313-foot-tall 
completed rocket with its 
50,000-pound payload ca-
pacity. Quali�cations for 
the rocket’s fairing, the 
largest in the industry at 23 
feet in diameter, are under 
way while the company 
continues to manufacture 
�ight hardware while fur-
ther testing rocket com-
ponents at its factory in 
Merritt Island and onsite in 
Cape Canaveral.

STATE BRIEFS
Long lines, waits at 
COVID-19 testing 
sites in Florida

ORLANDO (AP) — 
Floridians hoping to get 
COVID-19 tests waited in 
long lines, sometimes for 
hours, on Sunday, the day 
after many had gathered 
with friends and relatives 
for Christmas.

At a drive-through testing 
site at Barnett Park in Orlan-
do, hundreds of people wait-
ed in their cars in the dark be-
fore it opened, and it reached 
capacity by mid-day.

“We just got back from the 
plane and everybody was 
coughing so we really want-
ed to see if we had COVID,” 
Yaree Pierre told Orlando 
television station WFTV.

In Tampa, the West Tam-
pa Neighborhood Service 
Center had a line wrapped 
around the building for much 
of Sunday, as residents wait-
ed to get COVID-19 tests, 
according to Tampa televi-
sion station WTSP.

Florida hit a new record in 
the pandemic for the second 
day in a row over the week-
end as the state reported 
32,850 daily new cases on 
Saturday.

Interstate 95 closed 
for a bit in Florida 
on busy travel day

ORMOND BEACH (AP) 
— A section of Interstate 
95 in central Florida was 
closed following a multi-
car crash on Sunday, a busy 
travel day after Christmas.

The northbound lanes of 
the interstate were closed 
for a time in a section near 
Ormond Beach where �rst 
responders and a medic 
helicopter responded to the 
scene, according to Orlando 
television station WFTV.

Traf�c cameras in the area 
showed some motorists out 
of their cars on the side of 
the road, unable to move out 
of the area.

No further information was 
immediately available on the 
cause of the crash and how 
many people were involved.

Deputies exchange 
gunfire with gunman 
in South Florida

FORT LAUDERDALE  
(AP) — Deputies in South 
Florida exchanged gun�re 
with a suspect who they 
witnessed �ring a gun.

The shooter in Fort Lau-
derdale escaped in a car Sat-
urday night, but a passenger 
in the car was dropped off 
at a hospital with a gunshot 
wound, the Broward Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Of�ce said in a 
news release.

It wasn’t known immedi-

ately when the passenger 
was shot and by whom, the 
sheriff’s of�ce said.

No deputies were injured 
during the shooting.

Boy on dirt bike dies 
during attempted 
traffic stop 

BOYNTON BEACH (AP) 
— A 13-year-old boy on a 
dirt bike died on Sunday 
during an attempted traf�c 
stop by an of�cer in South 
Florida, authorities said.

The juvenile was riding 
recklessly on the dirt bike in 
Boynton Beach so an of�cer 
attempted a traf�c stop. The 
dirt bike went down during 
the attempted stop, killing 
the boy, the Boynton Beach 
Police said in a news release.

The Florida Highway Pa-
trol will be the lead agency 
investigating what hap-
pened, authorities said.

“Our hearts go out to the 
family members of this young 
person, and they can trust that 
we and our law enforcement 
partners will be conducting 
a series of thorough and me-
ticulous investigations into 
the circumstances of what 
occurred,” Boynton Beach 
Chief Michael Gregory said 
in a statement.

The of�cer involved will 
be placed on administrative 
leave pending the outcome 
of the investigations, as is 
department policy, the news 
release said.

Body of Florida teen 
found in pond by 
family members

ROYAL PALM BEACH 
(AP) — The body of a Flor-
ida middle school student 
was found by family mem-
bers in a retention pond on 
Christmas Day, several days 
after he was reported miss-
ing, authorities said.

The body of the 14-year-
old boy was found in a re-
tention pond in Royal Palm 
Beach, Florida on Saturday 
by family members who 
had been searching for him 
between a middle school 
and recreation center.

There didn’t appear to be 
any signs of trauma or in-
jury on the boy’s body, ac-
cording to a news release 
from the Palm Beach Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Of�ce. The boy 
was last seen on Wednesday 
around the recreation cen-
ter. The county’s school dis-
trict police put out a missing 
person alert after he didn’t 
come home.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
352-746-6921

Located County Rd. 486 &
Pine Cone • Lecanto, FL

(1/2 Mile East of County Rd. 491)

PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT

BINGO
Every Wednesday

& Friday at 6PM!
We will follow COVID-19 Guidelines.

ALL PAPER BINGO PRIZES
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WINNER
TAKES ALL
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Smoke-Free Environment
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and to Meet New Friends.
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and Play!
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Concessions
Available

Tuesday at Noon
Thursday at 6:00pm

BINGO IS BACK!
Tuesday at Noon, Thursday at 6:00pm
Main Door opens 2 hours prior to games.
We follow recommended CDC guidelines.
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BINGO AT AMERICAN
LEGION POST 155

Mondays and Thursdays
1PM - 4PM
Open to the Public
FOOD - GAMES - FUN

AMERICAN LEGION POST 155
6585 West Gulf to Lake Hwy.

Crystal River, FL 34429

50015094

Richard T. Brown
Funeral Director/Owner

Brown Funeral Home & Crematory
Lecanto, Florida

Igrayne Brown Dias
Funeral Director

Two Generations serving
you with compassionate,

personalized service.

352-795-0111
www.brownfuneralhome.com 50016681
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Beverly Hills
Lions ClubBINGO72 Civic Circle

Beverly Hills
352-228-0450

$1150
in prizes every

session!

Beverly HillsBeverly Hills
Lions ClubLions Club

Hours:
MON. 6PM &

THURS. 12:30PM
Doors Open

2 Hours Earlier

The Friendliest
Bingo in Town!

$10 for 20 Games
Win $50 to $250

FREE
Coffee

& Hot Tea
Refreshments

Served at a
Nominal Cost

Bring this Coupon:
Buy 1

Bonanza,
Get 1 Free

Masks
Required
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To Place Your
“In Memory” ad,
ContactAnna Torcuator
352-564-2917 or email:

anna.torcuator@chronicleonline.com
Closing time for placing
ad is 4 business days
prior to run date.
There are advanced
deadlines for holidays.
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Eagles Aerie 4272
5340 W. Grover Cleveland

Homosassa, FL 34446

EVERY SATURDAY
12 Noon till 3pm

BINGO
PUBLIC ISWELCOME!Speed
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11:30am
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— FOOD CONCESSION • FREE COFFEE & TEA —
HOMOSASSA LIONS CLUB HOUSE • RT. 490 • 628-2461

BEST
PACKAGE

BEST
PRICES

New $15 BINGO Package!
Includes: 1 to 6 papers, 2 yellow, 2 red,

AND 2 purple Jackpots!
MASKS REQUIRED

• Stinger Jackpot Special (max payout $1,199)
• Jackpots $250 (based on attendance)

DOORS OPEN MONDAYS AT 4PM
PLAY BEGINS AT 5:45PM

WE WILL FOLLOW COVID-19 GUIDELINES
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Every New Year, the 
Chronicle editorial 
board publishes a 

list of goals for the com-
munity. They are offered 
in a spirit of cooperation 
and the mutual desire to 
accomplish things that ad-
dress important issues and 
improve our quality of life. 
While we continue to mire 
in the pandemic, there’s no 
reason the community can-
not accomplish positives 
throughout the new year.

A vision for Citrus County
We can no longer afford 

to dawdle when it comes 
to having a vision for the 
future. It is imperative 
the County Commission 
plan and adopt a vision 
with goals, benchmarks 
and dates as we look 
toward the future instead 
of the next election cycle. 
Without a vision and a 
strategy (Would delete: 
to accomplish it), smart 
growth will escape us 
and doom Citrus Coun-
ty to being a backwater 
community. Though the 
county represents most 
of the residents in Citrus, 
the two small cities in the 
county have done a much 
better job of envisioning 
their future. The county 
needs to look at what In-
verness and Crystal River 
are doing and formulate a 
vision and strategy for the 
future.

Economic development, 
workforce diversification
If we learned anything at 

all during the stay at-home 
orders in April 2020 and 
the ensuing months that 
followed, it’s that Citrus 
County desperately needs 
to diversify its econo-
my workforce. A ser-
vice-based workforce, the 
Citrus County Chamber of 
Commerce, CareerSource 
Citrus Levy Marion, the 
county and cities must 
work toward expanding 
job opportunities and 
matching skills with em-
ployer needs.
County commissioners 

have touted economic 
development and diver-
si�cation for years, but it 
has recently (completely) 
slipped off the radar screen 
and disappeared from the 

county’s political lexicon.
With the Suncoast 

Parkway set to open in 
early 2022, attracting 
companies that offer solid 
pay and bene�ts will be a 
bene�t to the community 
as a whole.

Affordable housing shortage
With so much of Citrus 

residents working in the 
service-based industry, 
there continues to be a 
dearth of affordable hous-
ing for those folks. In 
2022, that needs to change. 
The county, cities, builders 
(association), Realtors As-
sociation, the Chamber of 
Commerce and Habitat for 
Humanity need to be a part 
of this conversation and be 
more aggressive in devel-
oping affordable housing.
The lack of affordable 

housing in the county is 
integral to economic devel-
opment and to providing 
the services that sustain 
our economy and support 
our residents. If we cannot 
solve this issue, those in 
the workforce will leave 
for areas that are actively 
addressing the needs of 
affordable housing.

Make public safety  
a top priority

With the county’s grow-
ing population and accessi-
bility, county government 
can no longer treat public 
safety as a step-child. As 
the bankruptcy of Nature 
Coast EMS and the past 
shortfalls of Citrus County 
Fire Rescue have demon-
strated, public safety ser-
vices must be a top funding 
priority as government’s 
foremost responsibility.
If the governor’s initiative 

of offering bonuses and 
bolstering pay for state lev-
el law enforcement of�cers 
passes legislative muster, 
the County Commission, 
sheriff and residents are 
going to have to see eye-to-
eye on how to pay for com-
petitive salaries to recruit 
and retain the county’s 
deputies.

Road infrastructure
The county’s 40-year 

repaving cycle has set 
in motion the prolonged 
deterioration of county 
roads that will only cost 
more in the future and 
could discourage eco-
nomic development. Also, 
with the completion of 
the Suncoast parkway and 
its anticipated population 
growth and traf�c, road 
improvement and expan-
sion need to be planned 
and implemented.

Keep mental health 
improvements going

Must be given renewed 
visibility and momentum. 
Otherwise, the progress of 
the past two years will be 
stymied.

Universal garbage  
collection

We have a failure of 
leadership. That the coun-
ty commission in 2021 
nixed the idea of univer-
sal garbage collection, it 
needs to bring this issue 
back to the table. Also, 
our elected leaders need 
to give precise direction 
and instructions as to 
(about) how they envi-
sion the program, as well 
as areas that desperately 
need to be addressed. 
They didn’t just kick the 
can down the road last 
year; they threw it out the 
window and sped off.

Expand water cleanup
Great progress has been 

made. Local governmental 
entities and community 
groups need to keep their 
feet on the gas pedal.

Finish the Riverwalk
2022 must be the Year of 

the Riverwalk. Too much 
time, energy, and money 
have been invested to fall 
short yet another year.

Rising sea level
Sea level rise is here. 

Crystal River is dealing 
with that issue, but the 
county has not taken 
positive steps that need to 
be taken. The county, with 
state assistance both from 
a planning and �nancial 
perspectives, needs to 
develop a plan for dealing 
with rising sea levels  
now.

Opinion

Newspaper  
deals in facts

David W. Martin’s Dec.18 letter 
to the editor, “News coverage 
lacks balance,” criticized the Cit-
rus County Chronicle for what he 
sees as a lack of equity in their 
news reporting. He then cites 
“news” — which I will not repeat 
– regarding immigrants, crime, 
and vaccination status and decries 
the Chronicle for not reporting on 
these issues.

I’d like to remind Mr. Martin 
that the Citrus County Chronicle, 
thankfully, deals in facts, not Fox 
“News” and Newsmax fantasies. 
There are no stories in the Chron-
icle about the claims Mr. Martin 
makes because they are fictional 
– dreamed up by the right-wing 
media to generate fear, anger and 
distrust among their viewers.

Later that same day, I saw a 
statement from far-right Ohio 
congressman Jim Jordan noting 
that U.S. Customs and Border 
Patrol had made 173,000 arrests 
at the southern border in Novem-
ber. He seemed to think this is a 
bad thing, which confused me. 
Perhaps he was upset because the 
Biden Administration isn’t taking 
children away from their parents 
at the border as the previous 
administration so infamously did. 
Regardless, the congressman’s 
statement serves to prove that Mr. 
Martin’s unfounded claims are 
just not true – thus they cannot be 
considered news.

Mr. Martin did make one factual 
statement about the “threats to 
our system of government being 
routinely made by members of 
Congress.” I’m glad to see he 
is aware of the recent evidence 
brought forward by the bipartisan 
commission investigating the Jan. 

6 insurrection that a number of 
Congressional Republicans were 
actively seeking to overturn the 
results of 2020’s free and fair 
election and that some may have 
had a part in the planning of the 
terrible events of that day. These 
elected officials’ roles in such 
un-American activities must be 
thoroughly reported on by all 
media outlets – including the Cit-
rus County Chronicle.

Burke Reagan
Hernando

“You belong somewhere you feel free.”
Tom Petty

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
OPINIONS INVITED

n Viewpoints depicted in political 
cartoons, columns or letters do 
not necessarily represent the 
opinion of the editorial board. 

n Groups or individuals are  
invited to express their opinions 
in a letter to the editor. 

n Persons wishing to address the 
editorial board, which meets 
weekly, should call Jeff Bryan 
at 352-563-5660. 

n All letters must be signed and 
include a phone number and 
hometown, including letters 
sent via email. Names and 
hometowns will be printed; 
phone numbers will not be  
published or given out.

n We reserve the right to edit  
letters for length, libel, fairness 
and good taste.

n Letters must be no longer than 
400 words, and writers will be 
limited to four letters per 
month. 

n SEND LETTERS TO: The Editor, 
1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd.,        
Crystal River, FL 34429; or 
email to letters@chronicle 
online.com.

THE CHRONICLE invites you to call “Sound Off” with your opinions about local subjects. You do not need to leave your name, and have less than a minute to record.  
COMMENTS will be edited for length, libel, personal or political attacks and good taste. Editors will cut libelous material. OPINIONS expressed are purely those of the callers.

HOT CORNER: CHRONICLE CHANGES

 n I’d like to commend the 
Chronicle on the recent changes 
to its typesetting and format. To 
me, it makes it a lot easier to read. 
However, I think the editorial re-
view could be a little bit better. In 
today’s paper (Wednes-
day, Dec. 22), the same 
article appears on pages 
A8 and A9 — the exact 
same article. That’s an 
oversight that shouldn’t 
have happened and I’ve 
noticed similar recently. 
Again, thank you for the 
typesetting changes. I 
think it does make the 
paper easier to read.

 n Reading the Sound 
Off this morning 
(Wednesday, Dec. 22, Page A10, 
“Print is dif�cult to read”), happy 
to see that you’re going to change 
the print because it is too small 
and with the senior population 
in Citrus County, it seems a little 
unfair. Now all you have to do is 
return “Peanuts” to the comics. 
I’m very disappointed that you 
omitted them. Please return it.

 n I’d like to thank you for the 
new print you’re using on the “For 
the Record.” However, the obituary 
page now is terrible because now 
you don’t put down the age of 
people and some of us aren’t that 
great in math. So why don’t you 
use the same print you’re using on 

the police blotter for the obituaries?
 n I’d like to know who’s mak-

ing all the bone-headed changes to 
the Chronicle. I’ve been reading 
the Chronicle for over 50 years 
and through all the changes, I’ve 

learned to live with most 
of them. Then I wake up 
Monday morning and my 
�ve favorite comics are 
gone. Did someone do 
a poll or survey to show 
that these were no longer 
going to be read by the 
public? Also, you need 
a magnifying glass to 
complete the Celebrity 
Cipher.

 n Now that you’ve 
dropped delivering those 

other publications and the carrier 
has less papers to deliver, mine is 
coming much later. I don’t get it 
until after I’ve had my morning 
coffee. And now in the Comics, 
you no longer have “Arlo & Janis,” 
and you don’t have “For Better or 
For Worse” or “The Born Loser.”

 n What’s with the new owners of 
the Chronicle? Are they self-de-
structing? I’ve been getting the 
Chronicle for over 35 years and 
never seen the format so horrible. 
Now I look at the comics today. 
What happened to “Rubes,” 
“Moderately Confused,” “Frank & 
Ernest”? There’s an old saying: “If 
it ain’t broke, don’t �x it.”

CITRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE

SOUND 
OFF

CALL

563-0579
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CITRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE
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— David S. Arthurs publisher emeritus
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Community goals for 
the New Year in 2022

THE ISSUE:

2022 goals for the county.
OUR OPINION:

A vision, hard work and cooper-
ation will make them happen.

Help the United Way
The United Way needs your 

support this holiday season. 
Please consider writing a check 
for $36 – or whatever you can 
afford – to help the local orga-
nization. Become a stakeholder 
in solving the problems in our 
community.

Please mail your contribution 
to: Gerry Mulligan, c/o The Cit-
rus County Chronicle, United 
Way Fund Drive, 1624 Mead-
owcrest Blvd., Crystal River, 
FL 34429. Make checks payable 
to the Citrus County United  
Way.
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Christmas Island in King’s 
Bay.

Buddy and his brothers 
would get up before dawn 
every morning to gather and 
spread out their father’s nets 
before going to school.

He loved �shing, loved 
cooking �sh, loved eating it 
and feeding it to others.

“If there was a �sh fry any-
where, he’d go out and �sh at 
1 or 2 in the morning and at 
7 he’d be cleaning �sh and 
delivering them by 9 or 10,” 
said son Larry. “He loved to 
deliver �sh, loved cleaning 
them.”

Curtis Rich Sr. died Feb. 
14 at age 92.

Mayor of Crystal River 
from 1991 to 2000, he was 
known as “Mr. Crystal Riv-
er.”

He was a Rotarian, a found-
ing board member of several 
local banks, performed in 
community theater, was a 
community advocate and a 
supporter of local businesses.

“He was kind, compassion-
ate, very invested in the com-
munity and made it a better 
place for those who lived 
there and people who wanted 
to move there,” said former 
Dunnellon mayor, state sena-
tor and U.S. congresswoman 
Karen Thurman, who’d swap 
political advice with Rich. 
“He was the heart of Citrus 
County at times.”

Kent Snow died Feb. 19 at 
age 64.

He started out installing 
wallpaper and window treat-
ments and ended up sell-
ing peaches and pumpkins, 
sweet potatoes and even 
sweeter corn, and in between 
he loved and cared for peo-
ple.

He and his wife, Georgia, 
owned Snow’s Produce and 
Country Market in Holder. 
That was where Kent shined, 
serving his customers and his 
employees.

“I started here when I was 
young, so I feel like I’ve 
grown up with him,” Sta-
ci Masukevich said. “He 
taught me so much, especial-
ly about how to be an adult. 
He was a good ‘life coach’ 
for me, guiding me, teaching 
me, always with kindness 
and humor. He was a good, 
kindhearted man who every-
one loved. He is missed.”

Beverly Werner died Feb. 
20 at age 83.

In her younger years, Bev-
erly was known as a musi-
cian on Nashville stages and 
was also a recording artist. 
She and her mother, Sylvia 
Brice, performed as a duo 
known as the Brice Sisters.

Here in Citrus County, 
Beverly worked in admin-
istration at Citrus Memorial 
Hospital and went on to be-
come a psychiatric nurse.

Josephine Stonitsch died 
Feb. 24 at age 107.

A World War II veteran, she 
was one of the �rst WAACS 
who enlisted from the Chica-
go Heights area. She served 
3 1/2 years in the Women’s 
Army Corps.

Francis “Frank” Jolliff 
died Feb. 27 at age 73.

Drafted into the U.S. Army, 
Frank served his country as a 
frontline medic in the Viet-
nam War. In his book, “365 
and a Wake-up,” he chroni-
cled his wartime experiences 
using the letters he wrote his 
mom, which she had kept.

MARCH
Brenda Sheldon died 

March 2 at age 73.

Brenda served her country 
in the U.S. Air Force for 12 
years. During her time in the 
military she earned the title 
of Female Worldwide Mil-
itary Power Lifting Cham-
pion, even though she only 
weighed 105 pounds.

Martha Jane Burns died 
March 7 at age 83.

She was the “Aunt Martha” 
of Aunt Martha’s Produce 
Market in Floral City and the 
unof�cial face of the Floral 
City Strawberry Festival, 
having helped start it more 
than 30 years ago when she 
managed the store at Ferris 
Groves.

Although not a Floral City 
native, in the 44 years she 
lived there, Martha was one 
of the town’s most ardent 
supporters and promoters, 
sharing her love for her ad-
opted hometown.

“She was the ‘Gorilla Glue’ 
of Floral City – she kept us 
all together,” said Floral City 
resident and historian Mar-
cia Beasley. “Since we have 
lost most of our old timers, 
she was a ‘go-to person’ for 
much of our more recent his-
tory. She had her hand on the 
pulse of the community and a 
front row seat to Floral City’s 
happenings.”

Tom Gunderman died 
March 10 at age 83.

Football was in his blood 
from an early age. After 
college at the University of 
Maryland where he played 
football as an offensive line-
man for the “Terps,” he was 
drafted by the Washington 
Redskins and then played for 
the Baltimore Colts. Upon 
his arrival, Tom was greeted 
by Johnny Unitas who said, 
“Welcome to the Baltimore 
Colts!”

Three years ago, Tom re-
turned to his alma mater 
where he was honored as a 
co-captain and took part in 
the coin toss on the 50-yard 
line at a Terrapins game, his 
picture emblazoned on the 
giant scoreboard.

Robert “Lee” Lockley 
died March 12 at age 71.

A Crystal River native, Lee 
was known for his joy and 
laughter. A longtime city em-
ployee, he loved his job with 
the sanitation department, 
parks and rec and public 
works.

“I worked eight years with 
the city of Crystal River un-
der Lee’s direction,” said his 
cousin Sterling Harris. “It 

never felt like work because 
it was so much fun. I saw him 
every morning at 5 a.m. for 
eight years with the sanita-
tion department.

“We joked around every 
day, all day,” he said. “It was 
an honor to have him as my 
�rst cousin and my boss. He 
was a wonderful guy.”

“He loved being a city of 
Crystal River employee,” his 
daughter Amelia Maner said. 
“He took pride in his city. He 
once told a news reporter: 
‘This is MY town.’”

Tricia Fowler died March 
27 at age 46.

As a kid growing up, Tricia 
Fowler would visit her grand-
parents at their house that 
backed up to the then-named 
Homosassa Springs Wildlife 
State Park.

A lover of animals, she 
went to the park often, 
worked as a volunteer in high 
school, dreamed of being a 
zookeeper.

She helped rescue injured 
manatees and helped rescue, 
rehab and release more than 
55 bears back into the wild.

She once saved a hurt peli-
can she found at a local sea-
food restaurant, found water 
for a dehydrated dog she 
came across during a trip to 
Utah and even rushed to help 
a chihuahua escape a coyote 
in Arizona.

In early 2020, she was 
named park manager of the 
wildlife park.

“She had a true passion for 
animals,” said Kate Spratt, 
park services specialist at the 
Homosassa wildlife park.

Audrey Jonas-Strutt died 
March 29, no age given.

In her obituary, Audrey’s 
children wrote about her 
group of Lions Club friends 
who had breakfast together 
weekly for almost 50 years 

and how this same group of 
friends were there for Audrey 
when she was widowed twice 
and “needed companionship 
and someone to laugh with,” 
and then were there “when it 
was time to say goodbye.”

APRIL
George Sewell Bacon died 

April 2 at age 69.
A beloved science teach-

er at Crystal River High 
School, he was the teacher 
you never forgot, the one 
you sought advice from, the 
one you kept in touch with 
decades after you graduated, 
because he was the teacher 
you knew truly and sincerely 
cared about you.

His was the classroom stu-
dents went to before and af-
ter school, just to hang out 
and talk.

“He was one of the most 
in�uential teachers I ever had 
and served a lot of different 
roles in my life,” said Duane 
Redding. “He was a father 
�gure, a mentor, a best friend 
... and if it hadn’t been for the 
time he took and the general 
good-heartedness to look out 
for me, I doubt very much I 
would be where I am today, a 
chief engineer at NASA.”

Horace L. Wilkinson died 
April 2 at age 89.

Laid back and funny, 
Horace was perfectly suited 
as a high school driver’s ed 
teacher.

“We’d be driving around 
Crystal River, trying to learn 
how to parallel park, and 
he’d say things like, ‘Pull 
over next to that car by the 
bank so I can run in and get 
us some money.’ He made 
driver’s ed fun,” said former 
Crystal River High School 
student Lloyd Bertine.

He was so well-loved as a 
teacher that after he retired in 

1993 and was on a vacation 
in North Carolina, his home-
room students who were 
about to graduate said they 
only wanted Mr. Wilkinson 
to hand them their diplo-
mas – so he drove back from 
North Carolina to attend 
graduation.

William Vincent Cegelis 
Sr., died April 6 at age 83.

As the sergeant of an un-
dercover unit with the Mi-
ami Dade Police Department 
(MDPD), Bill Cegelis caught 
the attention of the writers on 
the “Miami Vice” TV show. 
His serious demeanor be-
came the model for the char-
acter of Lt. Lou Rodriguez, 
played by actor Gregory Si-
erra.

In addition to the many 
awards he earned, Cegelis 
was selected by the directors 
of the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement, Florida 
Highway Patrol, Leon Coun-
ty Sheriff and the Tallahassee 
Police Chief as one of the 
Top 10 Law Enforcement 
Of�cers of Florida.

Francis Robert Kampfer 
died April 8 at age 89.

While visiting relatives in 
Germany as a young boy, 
World War II started and he 
and his family couldn’t re-
turn to the United States until 
the war in Europe ended.

He enlisted in the U.S. 
Army in 1949 and served as 
a combat medic during the 
Korean War.

A man of many nicknames, 
he was called Bob, Ollie, 
Fritzi, PopPop, Chop Meat, 
Mickey Mandel and many 
others. He loved golf and be-
lieved life should be passion-
ate, full of fun and everyone 
should have a “cock-a-tail” 
with him.

Walter Gerald “Jerry” 
Steed Jr. died April 10 at 
age 76.

A lifelong barber, his fa-
ther, Walter G. Steed Sr., 
started the Steed barbering 
legacy, now in its fourth gen-
eration, with the City Barber 
Shop in downtown Inverness 
in 1943.

Jerry opened his barber 
shop, which he built himself, 
in Bushnell where he cut hair 
for 42 years.

He was known for his �at 
tops, precise and straight.

His son, John, and grand-

son, Titus, now carry on the 
Steed barber tradition.

Prior to building his bar-
ber shop in Bushnell, Jerry 
served a term as a Citrus 
County commissioner, with 
his main contribution being 
the construction of Floral 
Park in Floral City, which 
was once used as a land�ll.

Dorothy Koehler died 
April 22 at age 82.

Dorothy owned Cobble-
stone Alley Antiques in 
Heritage Village in Crystal 
River. She was known for 
her unique primitive furni-
ture and décor. Together with 
her husband, Rob, she was 
instrumental in the growth 
and development of Crystal 
River.

Mary B. “Scap” Gregory 
died April 25 at age 94.

In 1949, at age 23, Scap 
enlisted in the US Women’s 
Army Corps. After being 
honorably discharged as a 
�rst lieutenant, she relocated 
to Washington DC, where 
she worked for several news-
papers.

Among her passions were 
civil rights, liberal politics 
and fair housing. She nev-
er stopped �ghting racism, 
war and injustice. She was 
co-founder of the local chap-
ter of the National Associ-
ation for the Mentally Ill 
(NAMI), wrote letters to the 
editor, gave generously to 
charitable causes – and loved 
to curse.

Matthew “Tater Tot” 
Snodgrass died April 30 at 
age 2.

For most of his short life, 
home to little Matthew was 
UF Health Shands Children’s 
Hospital in Gainesville, after 
being diagnosed with leuke-
mia in April 2019.

Matthew loved dressing 
up as a pirate, sword and all, 
loved racecars, “Paw Patrol” 
and “SpongeBob SquareP-
ants,” Disney’s “Toy Sto-
ry,” making cars and trucks 
sounds, playing “kitchen 
and cooking” with his sister 
Brooke, eating fried shrimp 
and Cheetos or anything that 
made a mess.

He was outgoing, sweet-na-
tured – and very busy. He 
would greet people at the 
door with a big smile and a 
handshake. He would have 
turned 3 on May 10.
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Special to the Chronicle

Matthew “Tater Tot” Snodgrass, who would have turned 3 on May 10, lost his battle with leukemia 
on April 30.

Special to the Chronicle

Longtime city of Crystal River employee and Crystal River native 
Robert “Lee” Lockley died March 12 at age 71.
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Virus disrupts travel, but not sales
By BRYAN GALLION AND 
PAUL WISEMAN
Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — The 
latest COVID-19 variant 
is upending holiday plans 
for tens of thousands of 
travelers – but it didn’t do 
much damage to holiday  
shopping.

Airlines canceled hun-
dreds more �ights Sunday, 
citing staf�ng problems 
tied to COVID-19, as the 
nation’s travel woes extend-
ed beyond Christmas, with 
no clear indication when 
normal schedules would  
resume.

But shoppers shrugged 
off the omicron variant, 
and holiday sales rose at 
the fastest pace in 17 years, 
according to one spending 
measure.

Omicron is likely to slow 
the economy’s unexpect-
edly strong rebound from 
last year’s coronavirus re-
cession by disrupting travel 
and discouraging some con-
sumers from venturing out. 
The variant could also add 
more heat to already sim-
mering in�ation by forcing 
shutdowns at factories and 
ports, delaying shipments 
and driving up prices.

“A full reopening of the 
U.S. economy will be de-

layed yet again,’’ said Robin 
Brooks, chief economist at 
the Institute of Internation-
al Finance, a trade group of 
�nancial �rms.

But it’s not yet clear how 
deep the hurt will go or how 
long it will last.

For now, the variant is 
playing havoc with trav-
el. More than 1,100 �ights 
entering, leaving or �y-
ing within the U.S. were 
called off, according to 
the �ight-tracking website 
FlightAware. That �gure 
was up from nearly 1,000 
on Saturday. About 130 
�ights were already can-

celed for Monday.
Delta, United, JetBlue and 

American have blamed omi-
cron for staf�ng shortages 
that forced cancellations.

“This was unexpected,” 
United spokesperson Mad-
die King said of the vari-
ant’s effect on staf�ng.

Globally, airlines scrapped 
more than 2,700 �ights as of 
Sunday evening, nearing the 
more than 2,800 cancella-
tions the day before, Flight-
Aware’s data showed. The 
site does not say why �ights 
were canceled.

JetBlue scrapped 11 per-
cent of its �ights Sunday. 

Delta and United both can-
celed 5 percent, according 
to FlightAware. The three 
airlines canceled more than 
10 percent of their sched-
uled �ights on Saturday.

Despite omicron, Ameri-
can consumers appeared un-
daunted. Mastercard Spend-
ingPulse, which tracks all 
kinds of payments, includ-
ing cash and debit cards, re-
ported Sunday that holiday 
sales had risen 8.5 percent 
from a year earlier, the big-
gest annual gain in 17 years. 
Mastercard SpendingPulse 
had expected an 8.8 percent 
increase.

The results, which cov-
ered Nov. 1 through Dec. 
24, were fueled by purchas-
es of clothing and jewelry. 
Holiday sales were up 10.7 
percent compared with the 
pre-pandemic 2019 holiday 
period.

After omicron hit, some 
consumers shifted their 
spending to e-commerce, 
but sales stayed strong.

“I feel really good about 
how the season played out,’’ 
said Steve Sadove, senior 
adviser to Mastercard and 
former CEO of Saks Inc. 
“When people feel a little bit 
uncomfortable, you’ll see a 
little bit of a pickup in online 
and a little bit of a slowdown 
in store performance.’’

David Zalubowski / AP

Travelers queue up to pass through the south security checkpoint in the terminal of Denver International Airport Sunday in Denver. 
Airlines canceled hundreds of flights Sunday, citing staffing problems tied to COVID-19 to extend the nation’s travel problems beyond 
Christmas.

Darron Cummings / AP

A shopper pushes her cart full of items down an isle during a 
Black Friday sale at Macy’s, on Nov. 26 in Indianapolis. Holiday 
sales rose at the fastest pace in 17 years, even as shoppers 
grappled with higher prices, product shortages and a raging new 
COVID-19 variant in the last few weeks of the season, according 
to one spending measure.

Global icon Desmond Tutu dies at 90

By ANDREW MELDRUM
Associated Press

JOHANNESBURG — 
Desmond Tutu, South 
Africa’s Nobel Peace 
Prize-winning icon, an un-
compromising foe of apart-
heid and a modern-day ac-
tivist for racial justice and 
LGBT rights, died Sunday 
at 90. South Africans, world 
leaders and people around 
the globe mourned the death 
of the man viewed as the 
country’s moral conscience.

Tutu worked passionately, 
tirelessly and non-violent-
ly to tear down apartheid 
– South Africa’s brutal, de-
cades-long regime of oppres-
sion against its Black major-
ity that only ended in 1994.

The buoyant, blunt-spoken 
clergyman used his pulpit 
as the �rst Black bishop of 
Johannesburg and later as 
the Anglican Archbishop of 
Cape Town, as well as fre-
quent public demonstrations, 
to galvanize public opinion 
against racial inequity, both 
at home and globally.

Nicknamed “the Arch,” 
the diminutive Tutu became 
a towering �gure in his na-
tion’s history, comparable 
to fellow Nobel laureate 
Nelson Mandela, a prison-
er during white rule who 
became South Africa’s �rst 
Black president. Tutu and 
Mandela shared a commit-
ment to building a better, 
more equal South Africa.

Upon becoming president 
in 1994, Mandela appointed 
Tutu to be chairman of the 
country’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission, 
which uncovered the abuses 
of apartheid.

Tutu’s death on Sunday 
“is another chapter of be-
reavement in our nation’s 
farewell to a generation of 
outstanding South Africans 
who have bequeathed us 
a liberated South Africa,” 
South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa said.

“From the pavements of 
resistance in South Africa 
to the pulpits of the world’s 
great cathedrals and places 
of worship, and the presti-
gious setting of the Nobel 
Peace Prize ceremony, the 
Arch distinguished himself 
as a non-sectarian, inclusive 
champion of universal hu-
man rights,” he said.

Tutu died peacefully at the 
Oasis Frail Care Center in 
Cape Town, the Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu Trust said. 
He had been hospitalized 
several times since 2015 
after being diagnosed with 
prostate cancer in 1997.

“He turned his own mis-
fortune into a teaching op-
portunity to raise awareness 
and reduce the suffering of 
others,” said the Tutu trust. 
“He wanted the world to 
know that he had prostate 
cancer, and that the sooner 
it is detected, the better the 
chance of managing it.”

In recent years he and his 
wife, Leah, lived in a retire-
ment community outside 
Cape Town.

Former U.S. President 
Barack Obama hailed Tutu 
as “a moral compass for 
me and so many others. A 
universal spirit, Archbishop 
Tutu was grounded in the 
struggle for liberation and 
justice in his own country, 
but also concerned with in-
justice everywhere. He never 
lost his impish sense of hu-
mor and willingness to �nd 
humanity in his adversaries.”

Tutu’s life was “entire-
ly dedicated to serving his 
brothers and sisters for the 
greater common good. He 
was a true humanitarian” 
said the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s 
exiled spiritual leader and 
Tutu’s friend.

“His legacy is moral 
strength, moral courage and 
clarity,” Anglican Archbish-
op of Cape Town Thabo 
Makgoba said in a video 
statement. “He felt with the 
people. In public and alone, 

he cried because he felt peo-
ple’s pain. And he laughed 
– no, not just laughed, he 
cackled with delight – when 
he shared their joy.”

A seven-day mourning 
period is planned in Cape 
Town before Tutu’s burial, 
including a two-day lying in 
state, an ecumenical service 
and an Anglican requiem 
mass at St. George’s Cathe-
dral in Cape Town.

AP

Anglican Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu leads a prayer 
service in memory of former 
South African president Nelson 
Mandela on Dec. 6, 2013, at 
St. George’s Cathedral in Cape 
Town, South Africa.

Revered as South 
Africa’s moral 
conscience
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Police: Woman 
killed boyfriend 
with sword

CAPE GIRARDEAU, 
Mo. (AP) — A Missouri 
woman has been charged 
with killing her boyfriend 
with a sword on Christmas 
Eve.

Cape Girardeau Police 
said 32-year-old Brittany 
Wilson was found outside 
the home she shared with 
her boyfriend Friday night 
with blood on her cloth-
ing, and a sword was ly-
ing in the front yard. Cape 
Girardeau is in southeast 
Missouri about 115 miles 
south of St. Louis.

KFVS television report-
ed that a woman had called 
police shortly after 11 p.m. 
Friday to report that she 
had killed her boyfriend 
with a sword.

After of�cers arrested 
Wilson, they went inside 
the home and found her 
boyfriend, 34-year-old 
Harrison Stephen Foster, 
dead with several fresh 
stab wounds.

Whitmer kidnapplot 
defense seeks to 
dismiss indictment

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. 
(AP) — Defense attorneys 
want to dismiss the in-
dictment against �ve men 
accused of plotting to kid-
nap Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer because of what they 
described as “egregious 
overreaching” by federal 
agents and informants, ac-
cording to a court �ling.

In the 20-page motion, 
which was �led Saturday 
night, defense attorneys 
allege FBI agents and fed-
eral prosecutors invented a 
conspiracy and entrapped 
people who could face up 
to life in prison. They’re 
asking U.S. District Judge 
Robert Jonker to dismiss the 
conspiracy charge, which 
would effectively knock 
down the federal govern-
ment’s case and other con-
nected charges, according 
to The Detroit News.

The request comes after 
developments and claims 
about the government’s 
team, including the con-
viction of Richard Trask, 
an FBI special agent who 
was arrested on a domestic 
violence charge and later 
�red and convicted of a 
misdemeanor.

France sees over 
100K daily virus 
cases for 1st time

PARIS (AP) — France 
has recorded more than 
100,000 virus infections 
in a single day for the �rst 
time in the pandemic and 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
have doubled over the past 
month, as the fast-spread-
ing omicron variant com-
plicates the French govern-
ment’s efforts to stave off a 
new lockdown.

More than 1 in 100 peo-
ple in the Paris region have 
tested positive in the past 

week, according to the re-
gional health service. Most 
new infections are linked 
to the omicron variant, 
which government experts 
predict will be dominant in 
France in the coming days. 
Omicron is already domi-
nant in Britain, right across 
the Channel.

Meanwhile a surge in 
delta variant infections in 
recent months is pushing 
up hospital admissions 
in France, and put ICUs 
under strain again over 
the Christmas holidays. 
More than 1,000 people in 
France with the virus died 
over the past week, bring-
ing the country’s overall 
death toll to more than 
122,000.

Aussie state sees 
virus record, lab 
sends false results 

SYDNEY (AP) — Aus-
tralia’s most populous state 
reported a record number 
of new COVID-19 cas-
es on Sunday and a sharp 
jump in hospitalizations 
while thousands of people 
were isolating at home af-
ter contracting the virus or 
coming into contact with 
someone who has.

A major laboratory in 
Sydney, which is located 
in New South Wales, said 
that 400 people who had 
been informed a day earlier 
they had tested negative for 
COVID-19 had in fact test-
ed positive. The lab’s med-
ical director said those peo-
ple were being contacted 
and informed of the error.

New South Wales report-
ed 6,394 new infections, 
up from 6,288 a day ear-
lier. Case numbers in the 
state have surged over the 
past two weeks but hospi-
talizations have lagged be-
hind new infections.

Photos of Myanmar 
massacre fuel 
world outrage

BANGKOK (AP) — 
Photos of the aftermath of 
a Christmas Eve massacre 
in eastern Myanmar that 
reportedly left more than 
30 people, including wom-
en and children, dead and 
burned in their vehicles, 
have spread on social me-
dia in the country, fueling 
outrage against the military 
that took power in February.

The photos showed the 
charred bodies of over 30 
people in three burned-out 
vehicles who were report-
edly shot by government 
troops as they were �ee-
ing combat. The accounts 
could not be independently 
veri�ed.

The international aid 
group Save the Children 
said that two of its staffers 
were missing in the massa-
cre, which sparked outrage 
against the military that 
took power after ousting 
the elected government of 
Aung San Suu Kyi. Save 
the Children said it was 
suspending operations in 
the region.
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By STEVE REED
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — As 
Buccaneers coach Bruce Ari-
ans watched Antonio Brown go 
through practice last week, he 
could tell the veteran wide re-
ceiver was in great shape and had 
some fresh legs.

Brown felt it too, telling his 
coach “Whatever you need, I’m 
there.”

Turns out that was quite a bit.
Tom Brady threw for 232 yards 

and a touchdown and Brown 
made a grand return to the NFL 
on Sunday as the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers routed the Carolina 
Panthers 32-6 to win their �rst 
NFC South title since 2007.

“We haven’t had one of those 
division banners for a long time,” 
Arians said. “It feels great. This is 
what we focused on: winning the 
division. I can’t be more proud of 
the group than I am today.”

The Bucs (11-4) put up 391 
yards on offense after being 
shut out 9-0 by the New Orleans 
Saints last week.

Brown saw a prominent role 
on offense with Mike Evans and 
Chris Godwin sidelined by inju-
ries, catching 10 passes for 101 
yards while being targeted 15 
times by Brady in his �rst game 
since Oct. 13.

He repeatedly made big catch-
es in a featured role against 2019 
NFL Defensive Player of the Year 
Stephon Gilmore to move the 
chains early in the game.

“It’s what I do,” Brown said. 
“It’s my job. It’s what I’m on the 
team for.”

“He’s been itching to get back 
out there,” Brady said of Brown, 
a player he helped persuade to 

come to Tampa Bay last year. 
“And he’s just putting himself in 
a position to succeed. He makes a 
lot of critical plays. It was a great 
performance by him.”

Brown has been plagued by an 
ankle injury and was suspend-
ed three games for breaking 
COVID-19 protocols prior. He 
was unapologetic about the sus-
pension and refused to elaborate 
on the details surrounding what 
happened.

“I can’t control what people 
write, how people try to frame 
me or bring me down,” Brown 
said. “Life is about persevering 
and doing what’s right. ... I’m 
standing here humble and grate-

ful and thankful and excited be-
ing around a great win with my 
teammates.”

Brown’s return was huge for 
the Bucs, who proved they can 
win even with many of their top 
weapons out.

Ronald Jones replaced the in-
jured Leonard Fournette and car-
ried 20 times for 65 yards and a 
touchdown.

Tampa Bay also got big offen-
sive contributions from unher-
alded players like Ke’Shawn 
Vaughn, who ran for a 55-yard 
touchdown, and Cyril Grayson, 
a COVID-19 replacement player 
elevated to the active roster this 
week who hauled in a 62-yard 
reception to set up Brady’s only 
TD pass, a 4-yarder to Cameron 
Brate.

“Different guys who haven’t 
had as many opportunities made 
a lot of great plays,” Brady said. 
“AB (Brown) played great just 

like he always does. We needed 
it with Mike out, Chris out. ... 
Our line played great. Our backs 
played really well. We’ve got to 
keep �nding ways to win.”

The Bucs’ defense had no prob-
lems shutting down Carolina’s 
dual-quarterback approach, even 
after Pro Bowl linebacker Shaquil 
Barrett left with a knee injury in 
the second quarter.

Tampa Bay had seven sacks and 
limited the Panthers (5-10) to two 
�eld goals.

Cam Newton started the game 
split reps with Sam Darnold at 
quarterback as coach Matt Rhule 
had promised last week.

But neither QB produced.
Newton was 7 of 13 for 61 yards 

and ran for 42 yards en route to 
losing his 13th straight game as 
a Carolina starter, a streak that 
dates back to the 2018 season. 
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Brady, Bucs rout 
Panthers to clinch 
NFC South title

Jacob Kupferman / AP

Tampa Bay running back Ke’Shawn Vaughn runs for a touchdown past Carolina free safety Juston Burris during the first half of Sunday’s game.

Jacob Kupferman / AP

Carolina quarterback Cam Newton is sacked by Tampa Bay defensive end William Gholston during the first half of 
Sunday’s game.

Back on top

Heat win 3rd straight, pull away from Magic 93-83
By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

MIAMI — This speaks to 
how highly the Miami Heat 
think of Omer Yurtseven. 
After his �nest game as a 
pro, the Heat told him he’s 
capable of even more.

Yurtseven scored 16 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds in 
his �rst start, Jimmy But-
ler and Caleb Martin each 
scored 17 points in their re-
turns and the Heat beat the 
Orlando Magic 93-83 on 
Sunday.

“You’re seeing the skill 
level that he has,” Heat 
coach Erik Spoelstra said.

Gabe Vincent and Max 
Strus each had 13 points for 
Miami.

Butler had missed 12 of 
Miami’s last 13 games be-
cause of the injury. Martin 
had missed Miami’s last 
seven games because of a 
stint in the NBA’s health 

and safety protocols.
“I’m just grateful for the 

opportunity,” said Yurtsev-
en, who was called on to 
start because of injuries to 
Miami centers Bam Ade-
bayo and Dewayne Ded-
mon.

Gary Harris scored 20 for 
Orlando, which got 14 from 
RJ Hampton, 13 from Franz 
Wagner and 12 from Has-
sani Gravett.

Orlando signed four play-
ers – Gravett among them 
– earlier this month to hard-
ship deals after the Magic 
were hit by virus-related 
problems. Those deals are 
expiring.

“I was ready. I was ready 
at any given moment,” 
Gravett said. “I knew com-
ing into this year what could 

take place with COVID or 
injuries or anything and was 
ready.”

Hampton’s 3-pointer with 
4:42 left in the �rst gave Or-
lando a 21-12 lead, the big-
gest Magic cushion of the 
afternoon. Miami answered 
with a 12-3 run capped by a 
layup from Udonis Haslem 
to pull into a tie, then took 
its �rst lead with 7:29 left 
in the half on a pair of free 
throws from Butler.

The Heat edge was only 
42-39 at the half. But Miami 
scored the �rst 10 points of 
the second half – getting 
four baskets from four dif-
ferent players, Strus, Yurt-
seven, Duncan Robinson 
and Vincent – to push the 
lead out to 13.

Orlando wouldn’t go 
away. Hampton’s 3-pointer 
with 6:03 left got the Mag-
ic within 80-72, but Miami Lynne Sladky / AP

Miami forward Udonis Haslem (40) goes to the basket as Orlando center Wendell Carter Jr. defends 
during the first half of Sunday’s game.

See BUCS, page B3
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COVID 
outbreaks 
scuttle 
more 
bowls
By JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

BOSTON — The Fenway Bowl 
and Military Bowl were both 
canceled due to the pandemic on 
Sunday as coronavirus outbreaks 
at Virginia and Boston College 
forced them to call off their post-
season plans.

The game scheduled for Wednes-
day at Fenway Park was to pit the 
Cavaliers against SMU. The Mil-
itary Bowl scheduled for Monday 
at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium in Annapolis, Maryland, 
between Boston College and East 
Carolina was canceled because of 
positive COVID-19 tests at BC.

“This is not the way we want-
ed to see this season come to an 
end,” Eagles coach Jeff Ha�ey 
said. “We just do not have enough 
players to safely play a game. My 
heart goes out to our seniors who 
will not have one �nal oppor-
tunity to wear a BC jersey and I 
can’t thank them enough for all 
the contributions they made to our 
program.”

The Fenway Bowl was supposed 
to bring a college football postsea-
son game to the century-old home 
of the Boston Red Sox, but those 
plans have been stymied twice by 
the pandemic. It was to be the last 
game for Virginia coach Bronco 
Mendenhall, who announced his 
resignation after the Cavaliers 
concluded a 6-6 regular season.

But leading up to the team’s 
planned departure on Christ-
mas Day, players began show-
ing symptoms of COVID-19 and 
tested positive. The full team was 
tested in the morning, and addi-
tional positive results came back 
on Sunday.

“Playing this game was some-
thing our team very much looked 
forward to and it is unfortunate 
Coach Mendenhall will not have 
one last opportunity to coach this 
group,” Virginia athletic director 
Carla Williams said. “We appre-
ciate all of the hard work by our 
team and coaching staff. They 
earned this bowl invitation, and 
it is unfortunate they will not be 
able to compete in the game to 
complete the season.”

It’s the second year in a row that 
the pandemic has spoiled bowl 
bids for Boston College and SMU.

“I’m disappointed for our fans, 
and even more disappointed for 
our players, that we will be unable 
to play in a bowl game for the sec-
ond straight season,” Mustangs 
AD Rick Hart said. “We are, how-
ever, sympathetic to Virginia’s 
situation, having had to withdraw 
from our bowl last season due to 
COVID. We hope those impacted 
get well soon.”

The BC players voted not to go 
to a postseason game last year 
because of the emotional toll the 
pandemic season had taken. This 
year’s team went 6-6 (2-6 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) to gain bowl 

Inside
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WEEK 14
Tonight’s game:WEEK 15 Miami at New Orleans: Dolphins seek 
to stay in playoff race against a Saints 
team that will start ex-Notre Dame quar-
terback Ian Book.  8:15 p.m., ESPN.

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 9 6 0 .600 427 264
New England 9 6 0 .600 388 260
Miami 7 7 0 .500 285 312
e-N.Y. Jets 4 11 0 .267 276 449

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 10 5 0 .667 357 326
Indianapolis 9 6 0 .600 420 316
e-Houston 4 11 0 .267 248 401
e-Jacksonville 2 13 0 .133 217 396

North
 W L T Pct PF PA
Cincinnati 9 6 0 .600 410 324
Baltimore 8 7 0 .533 355 356
Pittsburgh 7 7 1 .500 301 371
Cleveland 7 8 0 .467 314 329

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Kansas City 11 4 0 .733 421 306
L.A. Chargers 8 7 0 .533 408 411
Las Vegas 8 7 0 .533 316 387
Denver 7 8 0 .467 298 260

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Dallas 10 4 0 .714 401 293
Philadelphia 8 7 0 .533 398 318
Washington 6 8 0 .429 283 351
e-N.Y. Giants 4 11 0 .267 248 365

South
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Tampa Bay 11 4 0 .733 442 312
New Orleans 7 7 0 .500 313 285
Atlanta 7 8 0 .467 278 400
e-Carolina 5 10 0 .333 277 345
North
 W L T Pct PF PA
y-Green Bay 12 3 0 .800 383 324
Minnesota 7 8 0 .467 384 372
e-Chicago 5 10 0 .333 265 373
e-Detroit 2 12 1 .167 259 386

West
 W L T Pct PF PA
x-L.A. Rams 11 4 0 .733 416 326
x-Arizona 10 5 0 .667 394 306
San Francisco 8 7 0 .533 377 334
Seattle 5 10 0 .333 306 307
e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Saturday’s Games
Green Bay 24, Cleveland 22
Indianapolis 22, Arizona 16

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta 20, Detroit 16
Buffalo 33, New England 21
Cincinnati 41, Baltimore 21
Houston 41, L.A. Chargers 29
L.A. Rams 30, Minnesota 23
N.Y. Jets 26, Jacksonville 21
Philadelphia 34, N.Y. Giants 10
Tampa Bay 32, Carolina 6
Chicago 25, Seattle 24
Kansas City 36, Pittsburgh 10
Las Vegas 17, Denver 13
Washington at Dallas

Monday’s Game
Miami at New Orleans, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 2
Atlanta at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Carolina at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at New England, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Miami at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Philadelphia at Washington, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 p.m.
Houston at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Arizona at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Detroit at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Baltimore, 4:25 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8:20 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 3
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m.

TAMPA BAY 32, CAROLINA 6

Tampa Bay 7 12 10 3 — 32
Carolina 3 3 0 0 — 6

First Quarter
Car—FG Hajrullahu 24, 7:17.
TB—Vaughn 55 run (Succop kick), 4:13.

Second Quarter
TB—FG Succop 36, 10:54.
Car—FG Hajrullahu 29, 7:20.
TB—FG Succop 43, 2:40.
TB—Brate 4 pass from Brady (pass failed), 
1:19.

Third Quarter
TB—FG Succop 21, 8:34.
TB—R.Jones 7 run (Succop kick), 2:08.

Fourth Quarter
TB—FG Succop 48, 7:59.
A—71,918.
 TB Car
First downs 21 16
Total Net Yards 391 273
Rushes-yards 31-159 15-67
Passing 232 206
Punt Returns 5-44 2-22
Kickoff Returns 0-0 3-76
Interceptions Ret. 1-7 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 18-31-0 22-45-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 7-45
Punts 3-41.0 5-50.6
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 6-50 6-32
Time of Possession 33:24 26:36

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Tampa Bay, Vaughn 7-70, Jones 
20-65, Grayson 1-14, Brady 1-11, Bell 
2-(minus 1). Carolina, Newton 5-42, Dar-
nold 1-11, Hubbard 6-9, Bonnafon 1-4, 
Abdullah 2-1.
Passing–Tampa Bay, Brady 18-30-0-232, 
Gabbert 0-1-0-0. Carolina, Darnold 15-32-
0-190, Newton 7-13-1-61.
Receiving–Tampa Bay, Brown 10-101, 
Grayson 3-81, Jones 2-16, Brate 2-11, 
Gronkowski 1-23. Carolina, Anderson 5-58, 
DJ.Moore 5-55, Smith 3-86, Abdullah 3-8, 
Tremble 2-22, Bonnafon 2-12, Marshall 
1-6, Thomas 1-4.
Missed Field Goals–None.

N.Y. JETS 26, JACKSONVILLE 21

Jacksonville 3 9 3 6 — 21
N.Y. Jets 6 7 3 10 — 26

First Quarter
Jac—FG Wright 21, 8:12.
NYJ—Z.Wilson 52 run (kick blocked), 3:54.

Second Quarter
Jac—Richardson 0 run (run failed), 13:08.
NYJ—Berrios 102 kickoff return (Pineiro 
kick), 12:57.
Jac—FG Wright 45, 8:15.

Third Quarter
NYJ—FG Pineiro 42, 9:47.
Jac—FG Wright 40, :25.

Fourth Quarter
NYJ—C.McDermott 1 pass from Z.Wilson 
(Pineiro kick), 9:16.
Jac—Ogunbowale 1 run (pass failed), 5:25.
NYJ—FG Pineiro 20, 1:47.
A—67,120.
 Jac NYJ
First downs 27 18
Total Net Yards 384 373
Rushes-yards 31-132 36-273
Passing 252 100
Punt Returns 1-4 1-12
Kickoff Returns 1-23 6-228
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 26-39-0 14-22-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-28 1-2
Punts 1-59.0 1-55.0
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 2-10 7-94
Time of Possession 32:18 27:42

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Jacksonville, Ogunbowale 17-57, 
Lawrence 6-37, Austin 3-21, J.Robinson 
3-10, Wingard 1-4, Cottrell 1-3. N.Y. Jets, 
Carter 16-118, Wilson 4-91, Coleman 14-
57, Mann 1-4, Berrios 1-3.
Passing–Jacksonville, Lawrence 26-39-0-
280. N.Y. Jets, Wilson 14-22-0-102.
Receiving–Jacksonville, M.Jones 8-74, 
Austin 6-68, Treadwell 4-54, O’Shaugh-
nessy 4-49, Hollister 2-20, Ogunbowale 
2-15. N.Y. Jets, Berrios 5-37, Kroft 3-29, 
Cole 2-25, Carter 2-6, Coleman 1-4, Mc-
Dermott 1-1.
Missed Field Goals–None.

Lawrence, Jaguars 
fall to Jets 26-21
By DENNIS WASZAK JR.
AP Pro Football Writer

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — 
Zach Wilson ran like no other Jets 
quarterback in franchise history, tossed 
a touchdown pass to an offensive line-
man, and outdueled Trevor Lawrence.

Then he watched New York’s defense 
use a goal-line stand at the end of the 
game to hold on and beat the Jackson-
ville Jaguars 26-21 on Sunday.

“That’s what makes football so fun 
right there, guys grinding it out,” Wil-
son said. “The D did a good job right 
there.”

It was the fourth matchup of rookie 
quarterbacks taken with the �rst two 
picks in the draft – and the No. 2 selec-
tion came out on top.

After Eddy Pineiro’s 20-yard �eld 
goal gave the Jets (4-11) a �ve-point 
lead with 1:47 remaining, Lawrence 
and the Jaguars (2-13) got the ball back 
– and had a chance to win.

A 26-yard run by the No. 1 pick got 
the ball to the 5, and he followed with 
a 4-yard pass to Marvin Jones. Law-
rence spiked the ball and it became 
fourth-and-the-game.

But Lawrence’s pass to Jones fell 
incomplete – and the Jaguars were 
called for an illegal shift that the Jets 

declined.
The Jets had 20 players on the 

COVID-19 list and played without 
coach Robert Saleh because he didn’t 
clear protocols after testing positive 
earlier in the week.

Wilson set a Jets record for a quarter-
back with 91 yards rushing, highlight-
ed by a 52-yard score – the longest run 
by a QB in franchise history. It’s also 
the third-longest TD run by a rookie 
quarterback in NFL history.

He was also 14 of 22 for 102 yards 
passing, including a TD throw to back-
up offensive lineman Conor McDer-
mott.

Braxton Berrios returned a kickoff 
102 yards for a touchdown, and Mi-
chael Carter ran for 118 yards on 16 
carries for New York.

The silver lining for the Jaguars in 
defeat: They created some space be-
tween themselves and the Jets for next 
year’s No. 1 draft pick.

Lawrence, the top selection in April, 
was 26 of 39 for 280 yards for the Jag-
uars, who lost top running back James 
Robinson to a torn Achilles tendon ear-
ly in the game.

“What was different about this one 
was ... so close,” Lawrence said. 
“We’re 2 yards away. Obviously, we 
didn’t execute cleanly there at the end.”

Adam Hunger / AP

New York Jets middle linebacker C.J. Mosley forces a fumble on Jacksonville quar-
terback Trevor Lawrence during Sunday’s game.

Kansas City wins 6th 
straight AFC West title
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Patrick 
Mahomes threw for 258 yards and 
three touchdowns, Byron Pringle 
caught two of the TD passes, and 
the Kansas City Chiefs beat the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 36-10 on Sun-
day to clinch their sixth consecu-
tive AFC West title.

The Chiefs (11-4) remained 
a game ahead of Tennessee for 
�rst place in the AFC with their 
eighth straight win. That would 
give them the conference’s lone 
�rst-round bye and home-�eld 
advantage throughout the AFC 
playoffs.

Clyde Edwards-Helaire had a 
touchdown run for Kansas City 
before leaving early in the sec-
ond half with a collarbone injury. 

———
RAMS 30, VIKINGS 23

MINNEAPOLIS – Brandon Powell 
returned a punt 61 yards for a touch-
down in the third quarter to lift Los 
Angeles into the playoffs in its win over 
Minnesota.

The victory also sent the Rams’ NFC 
West rival Arizona Cardinals into the 
postseason.

Sony Michel rushed for a sea-
son-high 131 yards and a score for the 
Rams (11-4), while Matt Gay made 
three field goals, and the Aaron Don-
ald-led defense did its part, keeping the 
Vikings out of the end zone on two first-
half trips inside the 10-yard line.

BILLS 33, PATRIOTS 21
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. – Josh Allen 

threw for three touchdowns and Buffalo 
hung on to beat New England to vault 
the Bills back into first place in the AFC 
East title race.

Buffalo (9-6) now holds tiebreakers 
over the Patriots and Dolphins, and is in 
the driver’s seat to win its second 
straight division title. Allen finished 30 of 
47 passes for 314 yards, and he also 
rushed 12 times for 64 yards.

EAGLES 34, GIANTS 10
PHILADELPHIA – Jalen Hurts threw a 

touchdown to lineman Lane Johnson, 
linebacker Alex Singleton returned an 
interception for a score and Philadelphia 
continued its late-season playoff push 
with a win over New York.

The Eagles (8-7) have won six of 

eight after opening the season losing 
five of seven and moved into the sev-
enth playoff spot in the NFC. They could 
clinch a playoff berth with a win and 
some help next week.

BENGALS 41, RAVENS 21
CINCINNATI – Joe Burrow threw for a 

franchise-record 525 yards and four 
touchdowns, and Cincinnati took sole 
possession of first place in the AFC 
North.

Burrow, the second-year QB who 
broke Boomer Esiason’s team record of 
522 yards, was 37 of 46 and threw two 
touchdown passes to Tee Higgins and 
one each to Tyler Boyd and Joe Mixon 
as the Bengals (9-6) swept the Ravens 
for the first time since 2015.

RAIDERS 17, BRONCOS 13
LAS VEGAS – Josh Jacobs rushed for 

129 yards and Las Vegas came from 
behind to defeat Denver and stay rele-
vant in the AFC playoff picture.

With the win, the Raiders (8-7) severe-
ly damaged the postseason chances for 
AFC West rival Denver (7-8), which 
dropped its third game in the last four.

FALCONS 20, LIONS 16
ATLANTA – Matt Ryan threw a tie-

breaking 12-yard touchdown pass to 
Hayden Hurst early in the fourth quarter 
Atlanta held on late to beat Detroit – and 
preserve its slim playoff hopes.

Foye Oluokun’s interception of Lions 
fill-in quarterback Tim Boyle’s pass at 
the Atlanta 1 with 33 seconds remaining 
preserved the win. It was the first inter-
ception of the game for Boyle.

BEARS 25, SEAHAWKS 24
SEATTLE – Jimmy Graham caught a 

15-yard touchdown pass from Nick 
Foles with 1:01 remaining, Damiere 
Byrd made an acrobatic reception for 
the 2-point conversion, and Chicago 
Bears beat Seattle.

Making his first start since last sea-
son, Foles led the Bears 80 yards in the 
closing minutes, capping the drive with 
his TD toss to Graham. 

TEXANS 41, CHARGERS 29
HOUSTON – Rex Burkhead ran for a 

career-high 149 yards and two touch-
downs, and Houston took advantage of 
three turnovers to beat Los Angeles. Both 
teams were missing more than a dozen 
players because COVID-19 protocols.

The playoff chances for the Chargers 
(8-7), who entered in second place in 
the AFC West, took a serious blow with 
the loss to the lowly, if recently 
improved, Texans. 

KANSAS CITY 36, PITTSBURGH 10

Pittsburgh 0 0 3 7 — 10
Kansas City 14 9 7 6 — 36

First Quarter
KC—Edwards-Helaire 1 run (Fry kick), 
4:07.
KC—Pringle 5 pass from Mahomes (Fry 
kick), 1:05.

Second Quarter
KC—FG Fry 44, 8:45.
KC—Hardman 8 pass from Mahomes (kick 
failed), 2:13.

Third Quarter
KC—Pringle 16 pass from Mahomes (Fry 
kick), 8:53.
Pit—FG Boswell 34, 3:34.

Fourth Quarter
KC—FG Fry 34, 11:57.
KC—FG Fry 30, 9:41.
Pit—D.Johnson 15 pass from Roethlis-
berger (Boswell kick), 2:54.

Pit KC
First downs 20 25
Total Net Yards 303 381
Rushes-yards 25-130 35-127
Passing 173 254
Punt Returns 1-20 1-18
Kickoff Returns 3-61 1-20
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 28-43-1 23-30-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-21 2-4
Punts 2-60.5 2-45.5
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 3-0
Penalties-Yards 5-40 5-41
Time of Possession 25:18 34:42

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Pittsburgh, Harris 19-93, Snell 
5-20, Rudolph 1-17. Kansas City, Williams 
11-55, Gore 12-43, Edwards-Helaire 9-27, 
Burton 1-2, Henne 2-0.
Passing–Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 23-
35-1-159, Rudolph 5-8-0-35. Kansas City, 
Mahomes 23-30-0-258.
Receiving–Pittsburgh, D.Johnson 6-51, 
Harris 5-17, Claypool 4-41, Gentry 4-31, 
McCloud 4-25, White 3-16, Rader 1-7, 
Snell 1-6. Kansas City, Pringle 6-75, Gore 
3-61, Hardman 3-31, Williams 3-30, Hill 
2-19, Robinson 2-15, Gray 2-12, Bell 1-11, 
Edwards-Helaire 1-4.
Missed Field Goals–Pittsburgh, Boswell 36. 
Kansas City, Fry 39.

CHICAGO 25, SEATTLE 24

Chicago 0 7 7 11 — 25
Seattle 7 10 7 0 — 24

First Quarter
Sea—Metcalf 41 pass from Wilson (Myers 
kick), 9:00.

Second Quarter
Chi—Montgomery 1 run (Santos kick), 
10:15.
Sea—Penny 3 run (Myers kick), 4:47.
Sea—FG Myers 36, :17.

Third Quarter
Chi—Herbert 20 run (Santos kick), 5:30.
Sea—Everett 24 pass from Wilson (Myers 
kick), 3:32.

Fourth Quarter
Chi—FG Santos 35, 10:42.
Chi—J.Graham 15 pass from Foles (Byrd 
pass from Foles), 1:01.
 Chi Sea
First downs 26 18
Total Net Yards 317 331
Rushes-yards 30-88 24-170
Passing 229 161
Punt Returns 2-28 1-15
Kickoff Returns 5-94 4-92
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 24-35-0 16-27-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-21 2-20
Punts 3-45.0 4-37.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 8-74 7-89
Time of Possession 38:25 21:42

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Chicago, Montgomery 21-45, 
Herbert 2-21, Williams 1-12, Foles 4-8, 
Mooney 2-2. Seattle, Penny 17-135, Dallas 

4-15, Wilson 2-13, Eskridge 1-7.
Passing–Chicago, Foles 24-35-0-250. Se-
attle, Wilson 16-27-0-181.
Receiving–Chicago, Montgomery 7-61, 
Mooney 5-57, Kmet 4-49, J.Graham 2-30, 
Goodwin 2-23, Byrd 1-11, Newsome 1-10, 
Herbert 1-7, Williams 1-2. Seattle, Everett 
4-68, Dallas 4-23, Lockett 3-30, Metcalf 
2-41, Eskridge 2-10, Swain 1-9.
Missed Field Goals–Seattle, Myers 39.

LAS VEGAS 17, DENVER 13

Denver 0 13 0 0 — 13
Las Vegas 0 7 7 3 — 17

Second Quarter
Las—Renfrow 10 pass from Carr (Carlson 
kick), 11:01.
Den—FG McManus 49, 7:24.
Den—FG McManus 55, :32.
Den—J.Williams 1 run (McManus kick), 
:15.

Third Quarter
Las—Barber 5 run (Carlson kick), 10:22.

Fourth Quarter
Las—FG Carlson 41, 7:35.
A—60,972.
 Den Las
First downs 8 22
Total Net Yards 158 342
Rushes-yards 16-18 40-160
Passing 140 182
Punt Returns 0-0 1-6
Kickoff Returns 1-18 1-23
Interceptions Ret. 1-21 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 15-22-0 20-25-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-13 2-19
Punts 5-44.6 2-42.5
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-2
Penalties-Yards 3-30 3-37
Time of Possession 23:23 36:37

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Denver, J.Williams 7-12, Lock 
2-10, M.Gordon 7-(minus 4). Las Vegas, 
Jacobs 27-129, Barber 5-22, Carr 7-5, 
Richard 1-4.
Passing–Denver, Lock 15-22-0-153. Las 
Vegas, Carr 20-25-1-201.
Receiving–Denver, Sutton 4-33, Jeudy 
3-60, Fant 3-30, T.Patrick 2-18, J.Williams 
2-8, M.Gordon 1-4. Las Vegas, Jones 6-50, 
Moreau 4-67, Jackson 4-44, Renfrow 
3-40, Richard 1-5, Barber 1-0, Jacobs 
1-(minus 5).
Missed Field Goals–Denver, McManus 55.

PHILADELPHIA 34, N.Y. GIANTS 10

N.Y. Giants 0 3 0 7 — 10
Philadelphia 0 3 17 14 — 34

Second Quarter
NYG—FG Gano 54, 11:41.
Phi—FG Elliott 22, 1:57.

Third Quarter
Phi—B.Scott 3 run (Elliott kick), 12:08.
Phi—FG Elliott 37, 7:48.
Phi—D.Smith 4 pass from Hurts (Elliott 
kick), 4:07.

Fourth Quarter
Phi—L.Johnson 5 pass from Hurts (Elliott 
kick), 11:48.
Phi—Singleton 29 interception return (El-
liott kick), 10:19.
NYG—Engram 9 pass from Glennon (Gano 
kick), 4:01.
A—69,796.
 NYG Phi
First downs 15 17
Total Net Yards 192 324
Rushes-yards 27-84 30-130
Passing 108 194
Punt Returns 2-16 4-50
Kickoff Returns 2-38 2-30
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-53
Comp-Att-Int 23-44-2 17-29-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-10 1-5
Punts 8-36.75 4-42.5
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-0
Penalties-Yards 6-40 11-79
Time of Possession 30:52 29:08

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–N.Y. Giants, Barkley 15-32, Book-

er 6-27, Fromm 3-12, Glennon 2-11, Pen-
ny 1-2. Philadelphia, Sanders 7-45, B.Scott 
12-41, Howard 9-37, Hurts 2-7.
Passing–N.Y. Giants, Glennon 17-27-1-93, 
Fromm 6-17-1-25. Philadelphia, Hurts 17-
29-0-199.
Receiving–N.Y. Giants, Toney 4-28, Booker 
4-19, Penny 4-18, Engram 4-17, Golladay 
3-22, Slayton 1-7, Myarick 1-6, Sills 1-5, 
Barkley 1-(minus 4). Philadelphia, Smith 
5-80, Watkins 3-43, Goedert 2-28, Howard 
2-19, Reagor 2-15, Gainwell 1-6, L.John-
son 1-5, Sanders 1-3.
Missed Field Goals–Philadelphia, Elliott 41.

BUFFALO 33, NEW ENGLAND 21

Buffalo 7 10 3 13 — 33
New England 0 7 7 7 — 21

First Quarter
Buf—McKenzie 3 pass from Allen (Bass 
kick), 6:33.

Second Quarter
NE—D.Harris 16 run (Folk kick), 14:28.
Buf—FG Bass 25, 9:01.
Buf—Diggs 12 pass from Allen (Bass kick), 
1:45.

Third Quarter
Buf—FG Bass 34, 9:02.
NE—D.Harris 1 run (Folk kick), 1:41.

Fourth Quarter
Buf—Singletary 2 run (pass failed), 11:42.
NE—D.Harris 8 run (Folk kick), 7:37.
Buf—Knox 2 pass from Allen (Bass kick), 
2:30.
A—65,878.
 Buf NE
First downs 28 20
Total Net Yards 428 288
Rushes-yards 28-114 27-149
Passing 314 139
Punt Returns 3-34 0-0
Kickoff Returns 2-49 2-19
Interceptions Ret. 2-22 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 30-47-0 14-32-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 1-6
Punts 0-0.0 3-52.667
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-0
Penalties-Yards 5-45 3-30
Time of Possession 35:09 24:51

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Buffalo, Allen 12-64, Singletary 
12-39, Moss 3-12, McKenzie 1-(minus 
1). New England, Harris 18-103, M.Jones 
6-33, Olszewski 1-9, Bolden 2-4.
Passing–Buffalo, Allen 30-47-0-314. New 
England, M.Jones 14-32-2-145.
Receiving–Buffalo, McKenzie 11-125, 
Diggs 7-85, Singletary 5-39, Sanders 
2-20, Knox 2-11, Kumerow 1-13, Moss 
1-13, Gilliam 1-8. New England, Meyers 
6-59, Bourne 2-33, Bolden 2-20, Harry 
2-15, Henry 1-9, Johnson 1-9.
Missed Field Goals–None.

CINCINNATI 41, BALTIMORE 21

Baltimore 7 7 0 7 — 21
Cincinnati 10 21 3 7 — 41

First Quarter
Cin—FG McPherson 30, 11:06.
Bal—Bateman 4 pass from J.Johnson 
(Tucker kick), 5:56.
Cin—Mixon 1 run (McPherson kick), :27.

Second Quarter
Cin—Boyd 68 pass from Burrow (McPher-
son kick), 13:18.
Cin—Mixon 9 pass from Burrow (McPher-
son kick), 7:03.
Bal—Freeman 2 run (Tucker kick), 1:38.
Cin—Higgins 1 pass from Burrow 
(McPherson kick), :21.

Third Quarter
Cin—FG McPherson 36, :40.

Fourth Quarter
Bal—Andrews 18 pass from J.Johnson 
(Tucker kick), 14:55.
Cin—Higgins 10 pass from Burrow 
(McPherson kick), 10:05.
A—63,922.
 Bal Cin
First downs 21 33

Total Net Yards 334 575
Rushes-yards 16-39 21-77
Passing 295 498
Punt Returns 0-0 2-16
Kickoff Returns 4-61 3-45
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-15
Comp-Att-Int 28-40-1 37-46-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 3-27
Punts 3-44.333 0-0.0
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 6-27 5-45
Time of Possession 22:57 37:03

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Baltimore, Freeman 6-17, L.Mur-
ray 5-12, Johnson 5-10. Cincinnati, Mixon 
18-65, Burrow 2-11, C.Evans 1-1.
Passing–Baltimore, Johnson 28-40-1-304. 
Cincinnati, Burrow 37-46-0-525.
Receiving–Baltimore, Andrews 8-125, 
Proche 7-76, Brown 5-44, Bateman 4-26, 
Freeman 2-3, Wallace 1-18, L.Murray 
1-12. Cincinnati, Higgins 12-194, Chase 
7-125, Mixon 6-70, Uzomah 5-36, Boyd 
3-85, D.Sample 2-9, Perine 2-6.
Missed Field Goals–Cincinnati, McPherson 
50.

L.A. RAMS 30, MINNESOTA 23

L.A. Rams 7 6 7 10 — 30
Minnesota 0 3 10 10 — 23

First Quarter
LAR—Michel 1 run (Gay kick), 7:13.

Second Quarter
LAR—FG Gay 32, 6:37.
Min—FG Joseph 23, 2:34.
LAR—FG Gay 31, :11.

Third Quarter
Min—Mattison 2 run (Joseph kick), 11:01.
LAR—Powell 61 punt return (Gay kick), 
7:06.
Min—FG Joseph 24, 1:31.

Fourth Quarter
LAR—Beckham 7 pass from Stafford (Gay 
kick), 11:33.
Min—Osborn 6 pass from Cousins (Joseph 
kick), 8:21.
LAR—FG Gay 24, 2:03.
Min—FG Joseph 44, :32.
A—66,708.
 LAR Min
First downs 22 19
Total Net Yards 356 361
Rushes-yards 33-159 22-66
Passing 197 295
Punt Returns 2-75 0-0
Kickoff Returns 0-0 3-16
Interceptions Ret. 1-19 3-26
Comp-Att-Int 21-37-3 27-38-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 3-20
Punts 2-54.0 5-45.2
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-0
Penalties-Yards 1-5 2-20
Time of Possession 30:00 30:00

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–L.A. Rams, Michel 27-131, Hen-
derson 1-17, Stafford 3-8, Kupp 1-4, Funk 
1-(minus 1). Minnesota, Mattison 13-41, 
Cousins 4-17, Nwangwu 5-8.
Passing–L.A. Rams, Stafford 21-37-3-197. 
Minnesota, Cousins 27-38-1-315.
Receiving–L.A. Rams, Kupp 10-109, Hig-
bee 5-41, Beckham 4-37, Jefferson 1-6, 
Michel 1-4. Minnesota, Jefferson 8-116, 
Osborn 5-68, Conklin 4-44, Thielen 3-40, 
Mattison 3-29, Ham 2-13, Nwangwu 2-5.
Missed Field Goals–None.

HOUSTON 41, L.A. CHARGERS 29

L.A. Chargers 6 6 3 14 — 29
Houston 7 10 0 24 — 41

First Quarter
LAC—FG Hopkins 50, 10:55.
Hou—Burkhead 25 run (Eberle kick), 6:25.
LAC—FG Hopkins 46, 1:57.

Second Quarter
LAC—J.Jackson 17 run (run failed), 11:15.
Hou—FG Eberle 51, 5:11.
Hou—Conley 41 pass from Mills (Eberle 
kick), :27.

Third Quarter
LAC—FG Hopkins 35, 5:42.

Fourth Quarter
Hou—Burkhead 1 run (Eberle kick), 13:37.
Hou—FG Eberle 25, 8:54.
LAC—J.Jackson 9 run (Cook pass from 
Herbert), 5:50.
Hou—N.Collins 13 pass from Mills (Eberle 
kick), 2:32.
Hou—T.Thomas 48 interception return 
(Eberle kick), 1:49.
LAC—Palmer 3 pass from Herbert (pass 
failed), :34.
A—65,674.
 LAC Hou
First downs 25 26
Total Net Yards 417 437
Rushes-yards 21-89 36-189
Passing 328 248
Punt Returns 0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns 5-105 1-0
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-55
Comp-Att-Int 27-35-2 21-27-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 1-6
Punts 0-0.0 1-53.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 5-49 10-70
Time of Possession 25:08 34:52

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–L.A. Chargers, Jackson 11-64, 
Herbert 4-15, Kelley 5-7, Ffrench 1-3. 
Houston, Burkhead 22-149, Freeman 12-
34, T.Smith 1-7, Mills 1-(minus 1).
Passing–L.A. Chargers, Herbert 27-35-2-
336. Houston, Mills 21-27-0-254.
Receiving–L.A. Chargers, Jackson 8-98, 
Palmer 5-43, Allen 4-35, Moore 3-56, Cook 
3-44, Anderson 2-34, Kelley 1-14, McKit-
ty 1-12. Houston, Jordan 4-56, C.Moore 
4-40, Conley 3-60, Dorsett 3-55, N.Collins 
3-33, Brown 2-10, Burkhead 2-0.
Missed Field Goals–Houston, Eberle 52.

ATLANTA 20, DETROIT 16

Detroit 3 7 3 3 — 16
Atlanta 0 10 3 7 — 20

First Quarter
Det—FG R.Patterson 26, 3:25.

Second Quarter
Atl—C.Patterson 6 run (Koo kick), 11:01.
Det—St. Brown 20 pass from Boyle (R.Pat-
terson kick), 3:54.
Atl—FG Koo 53, 1:04.

Third Quarter
Atl—FG Koo 48, 10:11.
Det—FG R.Patterson 37, 3:06.

Fourth Quarter
Atl—Hurst 12 pass from Ryan (Koo kick), 
13:10.
Det—FG R.Patterson 26, 2:38.
A—68,638.
 Det Atl
First downs 19 14
Total Net Yards 338 254
Rushes-yards 33-130 18-47
Passing 208 207
Punt Returns 1-19 1-13
Kickoff Returns 1-25 3-79
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-6
Comp-Att-Int 25-35-1 18-24-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 3-8
Punts 2-54.5 2-57.5
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards 6-30 2-15
Time of Possession 38:05 21:55

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing–Detroit, J.Williams 19-77, 
C.Reynolds 11-29, St. Brown 2-19, Ray-
mond 1-5. Atlanta, Davis 7-28, Patterson 
7-14, Ryan 4-5.
Passing–Detroit, Boyle 24-34-1-187, Fox 
1-1-0-21. Atlanta, Ryan 18-24-0-215.
Receiving–Detroit, St. Brown 9-91, 
C.Reynolds 3-22, Raymond 3-12, Wright 
3-4, J.Reynolds 2-36, Kennedy 2-16, 
Cabinda 2-6, Hodge 1-21. Atlanta, K.Pitts 
6-102, Gage 4-39, Zaccheaus 2-32, Hurst 
2-21, M.Hall 1-10, Davis 1-7, Blake 1-5, 
Patterson 1-(minus 1).
Missed Field Goals–None.

GAME STATS



Citrus County Chronicle Monday, December 27, 2021   B3

 Sunday’s winning numbers
Cash4Life

18-23-27-37-52, Cash Ball: 3
Mega Millions jackpot

$201 million
Pick 2 Evening
3-1, Fireball: 1
Pick 2 Midday
7-1, Fireball: 2
Pick 3 Evening
9-2-2, Fireball: 1
Pick 3 Midday

4-3-7, Fireball: 2

Pick 4 Evening
8-6-1-9, Fireball: 1

Pick 4 Midday
9-3-3-3, Fireball: 2

Pick 5 Evening
4-3-9-6-9, Fireball: 1

Pick 5 Midday
3-6-3-6-8, Fireball: 2
Powerball jackpot

$416 million

NBA
7:30 p.m. (NBA): Chicago Bulls at Atlanta Hawks
10:30 p.m. (NBA): Brooklyn Nets at Los Angeles Clippers

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2:30 p.m. (ESPN): Military Bowl – Boston College vs East 
Carolina

NFL
8 p.m. (ESPN): Miami Dolphins at New Orleans Saints

HOCKEY
2 p.m. (NHL): 2022 IIHF World Junior Championship 
Austria vs Finland
4:30 p.m. (NHL): 2022 IIHF World Junior Championship 
Russia vs Switzerland
7 p.m. (NHL): 2022 IIHF World Junior Championship Ger-
many vs Czech Republic
9:30 p.m. (NHL): 2022 IIHF World Junior Championship 
Sweden vs Slovakia

PREMIERSHIP RUGBY
12 a.m. (NBCSPT): Harlequins vs Northampton Saints 
(Same-day Tape)

PREMIER LEAGUE SOCCER
3 p.m. (USA): Newcastle United vs Manchester United

FLORIDA LOTTERY

ON THE AIRWAVES

Darnold, who was greet-
ed by boos as he entered 
the game for the �rst time, 
�nished 15 of 33 for 190 
yards.

Rhule said he felt going 
with two QBs gave his 
team the best chance to 
win, before adding “giving 
up seven sacks, you aren’t 
going to win many games 
like that.”

The Panthers fell to 10-
21 in two seasons under 

Rhule, who heard chants 
of “Fire Rhule” during the 
game and was booed as he 
walked off the �eld after 
the game.

Rhule said he understands 
the fans’ frustrations and 
said he appreciates their 
passion. He apologized 
for the lack of winning but 
promised better times are 
ahead, saying “I believe 
1000 percent the process is 
working.”

Injuries
Buccaneers: Arians said 

after the game Barrett had 

a mild MCL sprain in his 
knee, but wouldn’t say how 
long he will be out.

Panthers: Stephon Gilm-
ore became the latest Car-
olina cornerback to get hit 
by the injury bug, leaving 
in the second half with a 
groin injury. ... WR Bran-
don Zylstra was placed on 
the COVID-19 list before 
the game.

Up next
Buccaneers: at the New 

York Jets next Sunday.
Panthers: at New Orle-

ans next Sunday.

BUCS
From page B1

scored the next eight and 
sealed the win when Strus 
hit a 3 with 3:14 left for an 
88-72 edge.

“I think we did a really 
good job of competing all 
night and getting the looks 
we were looking for,” Magic 
coach Jamahl Mosley said.

Tip-ins
Magic: Orlando fell to 

7-27, tying the worst 34-
game start in franchise 
history. It also happened in 
1991-92. ... The Magic are 
now 0-3 against Miami this 
season.

Heat: Kyle Lowry (pro-
tocols) remained sidelined, 
and Miami was without 
assistant coaches Chris 
Quinn and Caron Butler 
for virus-related reasons. ... 
Haslem has played in three 
consecutive games for the 
�rst time since making four 
consecutive appearances in 
December 2017.

Lots of starters
Yurtseven was part of 

more unique lineups for 
both sides. 

The three Heat-Magic 
games this season have 
seen 19 different players in 

the starting lineups, already 
the most in any season 
series between the Flori-
da teams since 21 players 
opened Miami-Orlando 
games during 2002-03.

Herro ejected
Heat guard Tyler Herro 

was ejected late in the third 
quarter after picking up his 
second technical foul of the 
game. He also received one 
midway through the sec-

ond quarter, a double tech-
nical along with Hampton.

Up next
Magic: Host Milwau-

kee on Tuesday, the start 
of a two-game homestand 
against the reigning cham-
pions.

Heat: Host Washington 
on Tuesday, the end of 
Miami’s �rst four-game 
homestand so far this sea-
son.

HEAT
From page B1

eligibility and had already 
traveled to the Washington, 
D.C., area for Monday’s 
game.

But athletic director Pat 
Kraft said more than 40 
players were unavailable 
due to COVID-19, injuries, 

opt-outs and transfers.
“We just do not have 

enough players to �eld a 
team,” he said. “We are 
disappointed not to be able 
to �nish the season togeth-
er as a team, but the health 
and safety of our program 
is our highest priority.”

The Hawaii Bowl was can-
celed earlier after Hawaii 
withdrew from its game 

against Memphis on the eve 
of Thursday’s contest.

Miami out of Sun Bowl
Late Sunday, Miami said 

it would not play in the Sun 
Bowl, which was sched-
uled for Friday against 
Washington State. The 
Hurricanes have been deal-
ing with a virus outbreak 
for several days.

BOWLS
From page B1

NHL to bring back taxi squads 
in effort to keep season going
By STEPHEN WHYNO  
and JOHN WAWROW
AP Hockey Writers

The NHL will emerge 
from an extended holiday 
break with taxi squads and 
other roster revisions to 
guard against more disrup-
tions to the season.

Each team will be allowed 
to have a taxi squad of up 
to six players and to make 
emergency recalls from 
the minors if COVID-19 
absences would cause any-
one to play without a full 
lineup. Taxi squads, which 
were used during the short-
ened 2021 season, are set 
to be in effect until at least 
the All-Star break in early 
February.

Deputy Commissioner 
Bill Daly con�rmed the 
new roster rules in an email 
to The Associated Press on 
Sunday. They were �rst re-
ported by Sportsnet.

Under the new provisions, 
any team shy of having 12 
forwards, six defensemen 
and two goaltenders avail-
able can bring up a player 

from the American Hockey 
League without playing a 
game with fewer than the 
usual 18 skaters. Emergen-
cy recalls also can be made 
of players with salary-cap 
hits of up to $1 million, an 
increase from the previous 
$850,000 limit.

Players on the taxi squad 
will count as being in the 
minors for cap purposes. 
They can be there for a 
maximum of 20 days.

The goal of the changes 
is to keep the NHL season 
going after 64 games al-
ready have been postponed 
for coronavirus-related rea-
sons. All 14 games initial-
ly scheduled for Monday 
previously were postponed 
to allow for analyzing of 
COVID-19 tests taken 
Sunday by players, coach-
es and staff upon returning 
to team facilities.

The return to team facil-
ities also brought the pre-
dictable result of additions 
to the COVID-19 protocol 
list across the league.

The defending Stanley 
Cup champion Tampa Bay 

Lighting added goaltenders 
Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
Brian Elliott, defenseman 
Mikhail Sergachev, for-
ward Pierre-Edouard Bel-
lemare and assistant coach 
Rob Zettler to the list. Dal-
las Stars defenseman Miro 
Heiskanen, forwards Jason 
Robertson, Joel Kiviranta, 
Radek Faksa and Michael 
Raf�, Philadelphia Flyers 
defenseman Ryan Ellis and 
Buffalo Sabres forwards 
Dylan Cozens and Mark 
Jankowski and coach Don 
Granato also entered pro-
tocol.

The Sabres said Cozens, 
Jankowski and Granato 
were asymptomatic. The 
team canceled a scheduled 
practice, which was to be 
Buffalo’s �rst since Dec. 18.

The NHL began its annu-
al Christmas break a day 
earlier than anticipated last 
week amid a rapid increase 
of positive COVID-19 test 
results among players. At 
the time, more than a quar-
ter of the league’s 32 teams 
were shut down because of 
outbreaks.

L.E. Baskow / AP

Vegas right wing Reilly Smith (19) crashes to the ice after being tripped by Tampa Bay goalten-
der Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) during the second period of a Dec. 21 game.

Lynne Sladky / AP

Miami forward Jimmy Butler dunks over Orlando guard R.J. 
Hampton during the first half of Sunday’s game.

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Brooklyn 22 9 .710 —
Phila. 17 16 .515 6
Boston 16 17 .485 7
Toronto 14 16 .467 7½
New York 15 18 .455 8

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 21 13 .618 —
Washington 17 16 .515 3½
Charlotte 17 17 .500 4
Atlanta 15 17 .469 5
Orlando 7 27 .206 14

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 20 10 .667 —
Milwaukee 22 13 .629 ½
Cleveland 20 13 .606 1½
Indiana 14 20 .412 7½
Detroit 5 27 .156 16

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 20 14 .588 —
Dallas 15 17 .469 4
San Antonio 14 18 .438 5
New Orleans 12 22 .353 8
Houston 10 23 .303 9½

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Utah 23 9 .719 —
Denver 15 16 .484 7½
Minnesota 15 17 .469 8
Portland 13 19 .406 10
Oklahoma City 12 20 .375 11

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
Golden State 27 6 .818 —
Phoenix 26 6 .813 ½
L.A. Clippers 17 15 .531 9½
L.A. Lakers 16 18 .471 11½
Sacramento 13 21 .382 14½

Saturday’s Games
New York 101, Atlanta 87
Milwaukee 117, Boston 113
Golden State 116, Phoenix 107
Brooklyn 122, L.A. Lakers 115
Utah 120, Dallas 116

Sunday’s Games
Miami 93, Orlando 83
Cleveland 144, Toronto 99
Memphis 127, Sacramento 102
Phila. 117, Washington 96
Oklahoma City 117, New Orleans 112
San Antonio 144, Detroit 109
Chicago 113, Indiana 105
Denver at L.A. Clippers

Monday’s Games
Houston at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Utah at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Memphis at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Portland, 10 p.m.
Brooklyn at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Milwaukee at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Phila. at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Houston, 8 p.m.
New York at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Denver at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Charlotte at Indiana, 7 p.m.
New York at Detroit, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Chicago, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Miami at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Utah at Portland, 10 p.m.
Dallas at Sacramento, 10:30 p.m.

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 30 20 6 4 44 98 80
Toronto 30 20 8 2 42 98 76
Florida 29 18 7 4 40 104 87
Detroit 31 15 13 3 33 88 104
Boston 26 14 10 2 30 71 69
Buffalo 30 10 15 5 25 82 104
Ottawa 28 9 17 2 20 79 101
Montreal 31 7 21 3 17 67 109

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 29 21 7 1 43 95 62
Washington 31 18 6 7 43 108 81
N.Y. Rangers 30 19 7 4 42 86 77
Pittsburgh 30 17 8 5 39 91 76
Columbus 28 14 13 1 29 91 95
Philadelphia 29 12 12 5 29 77 95
New Jersey 30 10 15 5 25 82 105
N.Y. Islanders 26 8 12 6 22 57 77

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Minnesota 30 19 9 2 40 112 92
Nashville 30 19 10 1 39 89 79
St. Louis 31 17 9 5 39 106 85
Colorado 27 17 8 2 36 115 91
Winnipeg 30 14 11 5 33 90 87
Dallas 29 15 12 2 32 82 85
Chicago 30 11 15 4 26 72 97
Arizona 29 6 21 2 14 56 109

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 32 20 12 0 40 114 98
Anaheim 32 17 9 6 40 103 89
Calgary 28 15 7 6 36 87 62
Edmonton 29 18 11 0 36 101 90
Los Angeles 30 14 11 5 33 80 79
San Jose 30 15 14 1 31 78 85
Vancouver 31 14 15 2 30 81 90
Seattle 30 10 17 3 23 84 108
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference 
advance to playoffs.

Sunday’s Games
No games scheduled

Monday’s Games
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers, ppd

Florida at Carolina, ppd
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo, ppd
Ottawa at Washington, ppd
Pittsburgh at Boston, ppd
Toronto at Columbus, ppd
New Jersey at St. Louis, ppd
Nashville at Dallas, ppd
Los Angeles at Arizona, ppd
Minnesota at Winnipeg, ppd
Colorado at Vegas, ppd
Edmonton at Calgary, ppd
San Jose at Anaheim, ppd
Seattle at Vancouver, ppd

Tuesday’s Games
Montreal at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Arizona at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Vegas at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Washington, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Boston at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Winnipeg, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Edmonton at St. Louis, 8:30 p.m.
Dallas at Colorado, 10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Vancouver at Anaheim, 10:30 p.m.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Monday, Dec. 27
Quick Lane Bowl

Detroit
Nevada (8-4) vs. W. Michigan (7-5), 11 a.m. 
(ESPN)

Military Bowl
Annapolis, Md.

Boston College (6-6) vs. East Carolina (7-5), 
canceled

Tuesday, Dec. 28
Birmingham Bowl
Birmingham, Ala.

No. 21 Houston (11-2) vs. Auburn (6-6), 
Noon (ESPN)

SERVPRO First Responder Bowl
Dallas

Air Force (9-3) vs. Louisville (6-6), 3:15 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Liberty Bowl
Memphis, Tenn.

Mississippi St. (7-5) vs. Texas Tech (6-6), 
6:45 p.m. (ESPN)

Holiday Bowl
San Diego

UCLA (8-4) vs. No. 18 NC State (9-3), 8 p.m. 
(FOX)

Guaranteed Rate Bowl
Phoenix

Minnesota (8-4) vs. West Virginia (6-6), 
10:15 p.m. (ESPN)

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Fenway Bowl

Boston
Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), canceled

Pinstripe Bowl
New York

Virginia Tech (6-6) vs. Maryland (6-6), 2:15 
p.m. (ESPN)

Cheez-It Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

No. 19 Clemson (9-3) vs. Iowa St. (7-5), 
5:45 p.m. (ESPN)

Alamo Bowl
San Antonio

No. 14 Oklahoma (10-2) vs. No. 15 Oregon 
(10-3), 9:15 a.m. (ESPN)

Thursday, Dec. 30
Duke’s Mayo Bowl

Charlotte, N.C.
South Carolina (6-6) vs. North Carolina (6-
6), 11:30 a.m. (ESPN)

Music City Bowl
Nashville

Purdue (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5), 3 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Peach Bowl
Atlanta

No. 11 Michigan St. (10-2) vs. No. 13 Pitts-
burgh (11-2), 7 p.m. (ESPN)

Las Vegas Bowl
Las Vegas

Wisconsin (8-4) vs. Arizona St. (8-4), 10:30 
p.m. (ESPN)

Friday, Dec. 31
College Football Playoff Semi�nal

Orange Bowl
Miami Gardens, Fla.

No. 2 Michigan (12-1) vs. No. 3 Georgia (12-
1), 3:30 p.m. (ESPN)

College Football Playoff Semi�nal
Cotton Bowl Classic

Arlington, Texas
No. 1 Alabama (12-1) vs. No. 4 Cincinnati 
(13-0), 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Gator Bowl
Jacksonville, Fla.

No. 20 Wake Forest (10-3) vs. Rutgers (5-7), 
10 a.m. (ESPN)

Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas

Washington St. (7-5) vs. Miami (7-5), Noon 
(CBS)

Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.

Cent. Michigan (8-4) vs. Boise St. (7-5), 2 
p.m. (Barstool Sports)

Saturday, Jan. 1
Outback Bowl

Tampa, Fla.
No. 22 Arkansas (8-4) vs. Penn St. (7-5), 
Noon (ESPN2)

Citrus Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

No. 17 Iowa (10-3) vs. No. 25 Kentucky (9-
3), 1 p.m. (ABC)

Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.

No. 5 Notre Dame (11-1) vs. No. 9 Oklaho-
ma St. (11-2), 1 p.m. (ESPN)

Rose Bowl
Pasadena, Calif.

No. 7 Ohio St. (10-2) vs. No. 10 Utah (10-3), 
5 p.m. (ESPN)

Sugar Bowl
New Orleans

No. 6 Baylor (11-2) vs. No. 8 Mississippi 
(10-2), 8:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Tuesday, Jan. 4
Texas Bowl

Houston
LSU (6-6) vs. Kansas St. (7-5), 9 p.m. (ESPN)

Monday, Jan. 8
College Football Championship

Indianapolis
Semifinal winners, 8 p.m. (ESPN)

NBA virus numbers still rising, 
expanded testing begins
By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

The way Miami’s Caleb 
Martin sees things, he’s 
lucky.

He just missed seven 
games while completing the 
NBA’s health and safety pro-
tocols related to the corona-
virus, the worst of his symp-
toms being a couple days of 
fatigue. And when looking 
at the still-rising numbers 
of positive tests around the 
league right now, Martin of-
fered a stark assessment.

“It almost seems it’s inevi-
table,” Martin said.

The numbers in the NBA 
indeed keep getting higher 
and may continue that way 
for the foreseeable future. 
Expanded testing, agreed 
to earlier this month, went 
into place Sunday for play-
ers who have yet to receive 
their booster shots. The new 
testing plan is expected to 
remain in place until Jan. 
8, after weeks of urging by 
the league and the National 
Basketball Players Associa-
tion for players to get boost-
ed.

By early Sunday evening, 
the numbers of players 
known to be in the protocols 
was up to 116 – and prob-
ably slightly higher, consid-
ering some teams had yet to 

update injury reports. Num-
bers can �uctuate quickly 
as players test in and out, 
and being on the protocols 
list does not always mean 
someone has tested positive.

“I think any logical person 
would worry how far is this 
going to go, and there’s a 
couple teams that have quite 
a few people in the pro-
tocols. ... You don’t know 
where it’s going to go,” San 
Antonio coach Gregg Popo-
vich said.

Almost all NBA teams are 
dealing with at least one 
known case of virus-relat-
ed issues now, and some 
teams are down to mere 
skeletons of what an NBA 
team should look like. To-
ronto played Cleveland on 
Sunday with eight players, 
four of them hardship sign-
ings brought on because 10 
Raptors are currently in the 
protocols.

“Shoutout all the guys �ll-
ing in to keep this season 
going – from unknown guys 
to the vets,” Raptors guard 
Fred VanVleet, one of the 
sidelined Toronto players, 
tweeted.

Here’s what the Orlando 
injury report looked like 
on Sunday: Six players out 
because of virus-related 
problems, another sidelined 
while he completes the pro-

cess of getting cleared from 
a protocols stint, and another 
six players out with injuries.

Yes, that’s 13 players – 
from one team.

“You expect the unexpect-
ed,” Magic coach Jamahl 
Mosley said.

Golden State’s Draymond 
Green was the latest big 
name added to the protocols 
list on Sunday, less than 24 
hours after the Warriors beat 
Phoenix in what was the 
best game on the league’s 
�ve-game Christmas line-
up and probably one of the 
more anticipated games so 
far this season.

“This is the reality of this 
association right now,” Mi-
ami coach Erik Spoelstra 
said.

Talks between the NBA 
and the NBPA have been 
going on for several days 
about a potential shortening 
of the return-to-play pro-
tocols, though nothing has 
been �nalized.

The Raptors hadn’t played 
for more than a week. But 
the schedule said they were 
playing Sunday, so they 
showed up to play on Sun-
day.

“We haven’t done a thing 
since our last game,” Rap-
tors coach Nick Nurse said 
about 90 minutes before tip-
off.
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Lockout has Yankees in dark on players coming off surgery
By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK — Major League 
Baseball’s lockout has left the 
New York Yankees unaware of 
how DJ LeMahieu, Aaron Hicks, 
Jameson Taillon and Darren 
O’Day are progressing following 
surgery.

Hicks, rehabbing from a May 
26 operation to repair a torn ten-
don sheath in his left wrist, hit 
.265 (13 for 49) in 12 games with 
Leones del Escogido of the Do-
minican Winter League in late 
November and early December. 

He had one homer, nine RBIs, 
four walks, 10 strikeouts and two 
steals.

LeMahieu had sports hernia 

surgery on Oct. 12, Taillon right 
ankle tendon surgery on Oct. 28 
and O’Day left hamstring surgery 
on July 21, the same day out�eld-
er Tim Locastro had surgery to 
repair a torn right ACL.

“I don’t have any contact with 
them, so I don’t know,” manag-
er Aaron Boone said Wednesday 
during a conference call to dis-
cuss his revamped and expanded 
coaching staff.

MLB told teams not to contact 
players on 40-man rosters and 
wiped all images of those players 
off websites.

Baseball’s lockout started when 
the collective bargaining agree-
ment expired Dec. 1. 

Boone doesn’t expect the team 
will evaluate the players until the 

work stoppage ends. 
It’s uncertain whether spring 

training will start as scheduled 
on Feb. 16.

“We tried to put our guys in the 
best position as far as our coach-
es at the time having those con-
versations and putting plans in 
place as we headed into Dec. 1,” 
Boone said. “Hopefully set them 
up with programs and things that 
they can follow and be in a good 
position once this is all settled, 
but we’ve had no contact. Obvi-
ously it’s not ideal that we can’t 
have that contact and know how 
everyone’s doing, but we should 
get a decent idea in those early 
days of what we’re dealing with.”

Boone’s 11-man coaching staff 
includes newcomers in third 

base coach Luis Rojas, �rst base 
coach Travis Chapman, hitting 
coach Dillon Lawson, assistant 
hitting coaches Eric Chavez and 
Casey Dykes and assistant pitch-
ing coach Desi Druschel.

Holdovers include bench coach 
Carlos Mendoza, pitching coach 
Matt Blake, bullpen coach Mike 
Harkey, catching coordinator 
Tanner Swanson and coaching 
assistant Brett Weber.

Lawson spent the last three sea-
son as the Yankees’ minor league 
hitting coordinator.

“He’s had a really, really strong 
impact on our minor leagues,” 
Boone said. “One of the things 
that kind of sucks about the lock-
out, obviously, is him not being 
able to continue to build those re-

lationships. But before the lock-
out started, we had him onboard 
and he was already starting to 
develop those relationships with 
guys and was able to have some 
meaningful sessions and conver-
sations.”

Chavez, a six-time Gold Glove 
third baseman who last played in 
2014, is projected to have a role 
beyond his title.

“He’s got a really good per-
spective on the game. He’s very 
open-minded,” Boone said, “I 
kind of view him as a little bit of 
a Swiss Army (knife). He’s going 
to have a lot of different respon-
sibilities. He’s going to have his 
hands in a lot of different things. 
It’s a role that I feel is going to 
evolve as he allows it to.”

Saints’ Jordan is full speed ahead  
in second decade, on field or off

By BRETT MARTEL
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Saints 
defensive end Cameron Jor-

dan entered his second decade in 
the NFL with a fresh, clean-cut 
look.

Gone were the long dreadlocks 
with the dyed blond ends that he 
wore in recent seasons.

Still present in the 6-foot-
4, 287-pound Jordan was his 
professed love for football and 
con�dence that his work ethic, 
�tness and talent could propel 
him to continued elite play in his 
early to mid-30s.

In terms of sacks, it wasn’t 
looking good through his �rst 
�ve games, when he had none. 
But Jordan comes into Mon-
day night’s home game against 
Miami with six sacks in his past 
eight games, a seventh Pro Bowl 
invitation, NFC defensive player 
of the week honors, and no 
shortage of pride in the effort he 
has put forth all season long.

“In this �rst part of the season, 
there was a lack of defensive line 
depth for us,” Jordan said this 
week, referring to fellow defen-
sive end Marcus Davemport’s 
Week 1 injury and top interior 
lineman David Onyemata’s six-
game suspension.

More recently, Jordan said, 
“You could see what happens 
when we have our full depth of 
starters, and the focus isn’t shift-
ed on just one person.”

“I could tell you that at the 
beginning of the season, I was 
catching more doubles and tri-
ples than I think I’ve ever seen 
before, but that’s just a personal 
gripe,” Jordan continued. “I’m 
on full tilt. I came into this 
league as a run-stopper. You 
are not just going to de�ne me 
by my sack numbers. If I went 
sackless for the year, I know 
I’ve played the hell out of that 
run.”

Jordan, now 32, has had as 
many as 15 1/2 sacks in a single 
season in 2019 and had no fewer 

than 12 sacks in the two seasons 
before that.

Last Sunday, when he had two 
sacks – not to mention a forced 
fumble – against Tampa Bay’s 
Tom Brady, Jordan became just 
the second Saints player to reach 
100 sacks. The other was line-
backer Rickey Jackson, who is in 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

“In my wildest dreams, I don’t 
think I even thought about 
getting 100 sacks when I �rst 
entered the league,” said Jordan, 
who’s father, Steve, was a six-
time Pro Bowl tight end.

Jordan said he �gured if he 
could “carve out a seven to 10-
year career with 40 to 50 sacks 
and a couple of Pro Bowls, that 
would’ve been a phenomenal 
feat for me. That way, I wouldn’t 
have considered myself a failure 
next to my dad.”

He has now been selected to 
one more Pro Bowl than his fa-
ther. He was an All-Pro in 2017. 
He also has been durable, never 
missing a game in his career un-
til Dec. 12 at the New York Jets 
because he’d tested positive for 
COVID-19. That absence broke 
his streak of 172 straight games 
played.

“If you have not �gured out by 
now, I love this game,” Jordan 
said. “I always want to play 
football.”

Jordan said his joyful approach 
stems from his understanding 
that each snap “could be my 
last.”

“There’s only a �nite amount 
of time that you have to play 
football, so you better enjoy 
each and every second,” Jordan 
said.

Saints offensive tackle James 
Hurst has had to block Jordan 
in practice and describes him as 
relentless and deceptive.

“He won’t take a play off,” 
Hurst said. “If you have 70 plays 
in a game, he’s going to have 70 
opportunities to make an impact 
play: whether that’s a tackle for 
loss, a sack, a turnover. He’s 
not going to take any plays off 

and that’s going to increase the 
chances of his impact on the 
game.”

Hurst said Jordan has a knack 
for disguising what kind of 
block-shedding move he might 
be setting up.

“Whether it’s a swim move or 
a bull rush, whatever it may be, 
they all look the same,” Hurst 
said of Jordan’s initial moves at 
the snap. “For a player like him, 
you have to bring it every play ... 
because with one little slip-up, 
he’s able to take advantage.”

Meanwhile, Jordan has estab-
lished himself as a locker room 
leader whom teammates admire 
on and off the �eld.

He was the Saints’ nominee for 
the NFL Walter Payton Man of 
the Year award. He has worked 
on social justice initiatives, 
routinely visited schools and run 
football clinics, among other 
projects – all while raising a 
family of his own.

“When you come in the NFL 
as a young player, you kind of 
you �nd vets to look up to and 
see how they manage the stress 
of football and managing your 
time with family and off the 
�eld stuff,” Saints quarterback 
Taysom Hill said. “All those 
qualities are things that you try 
to emulate as a young player, 
�nd ways to give back and he’s 
found the right way to manage 
his time to make sure he’s giving 
back to the community and I 
really appreciate his example of 
doing that, and showing people 
in the locker room how to do 
that.”

The emphasis Jordan places on 
representing his team and having 
meaningful personal interactions 
with teammates is evident in 
how he talks about his recent 
sack milestone.

“It has been the relationships 
and connections I have built 
here that bring the true meaning 
to the 100 sacks,” Jordan said. 
“There’s just so much more 
people don’t see in the personal 
aspect.”

Jason Behnken / AP

New Orleans defensive end Cameron Jordan hugs Tampa Bay quarterback Tom Brady after the Saints defeated the 
Buccaneers Dec. 19.

No letting up

Nick Wass / AP

Philadelphia forward Georges Niang (20) battles for the ball against Washing-
ton forward Corey Kispert (24) during the first half of Sunday’s game.

Embiid, 76ers  
beat Wizards to 
move above .500
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Joel Embi-
id had 36 points and 13 rebounds 
and a spat with Montrezl Harrell, 
Tobias Harris added 23 points and 
the Philadelphia 76ers beat the 
Washington Wizards 117-96 on 
Sunday night.

Philadelphia improved to 17-16 
after dropping four of its last �ve.

Spencer Dinwiddie led Wash-
ington with 17 points. The Wiz-
ards also are 17-16.

Consecutive 3-pointers by 
Tyrese Maxey, Seth Curry and 
Embiid keyed a 15-0 run that put 
the 76ers ahead 80-59 with 5:22 to 
play in the third quarter.

With 3:04 left in the third, Har-
rell fouled Embiid, and the two 
exchanged words. Both were as-
sessed technical fouls, and Embi-
id made the two free throws.

“He �opped,” Embiid said. “I 
don’t think he made a play on the 
ball, and we got tangled.”

Thirty seconds later, Harrell 
pushed Embiid, yelled at him, and 
was given his second technical 
and ejected. Harrell, who didn’t 
immediately leave the court was 
�nally escorted the �oor, and left 
shaking his head while Embiid 
waved him goodbye.

“I wouldn’t say I baited him into 
that,” Embiid said. “I’d like to 
think I’m a troll.”

Harrell was visibly annoyed af-
ter the game.

“I don’t know, you’ve got to 
ask the ref, man,” Harrell said. “I 
didn’t feel I did anything wrong. 
It’s as simple as that.”

Washington scoring leader 
Bradley Beal sat out his second 
game while in the NBA’s health 
and safety protocols.

———
THUNDER 117, PELICANS 112
OKLAHOMA CITY –  Shai Gilgeous-Alex-

ander scored 31 points and rookie Aaron 
Wiggins added a career-high 24 as Okla-
homa City beat New Orleans, snapping the 
Pelicans’ four-game win streak.

Wiggins, who had never scored in dou-
ble figures this season, eclipsed his previ-
ous season best by halftime when he led 
the Thunder with 11 points.

Josh Hart had 29 points and 10 
rebounds to lead the Pelicans. Garret Tem-
ple came off the bench to score 22 points, 
including 15 in the first half.

Oklahoma City grabbed a 17-3 lead just 
four minutes into the first quarter, scoring 
15 straight points after Josh Hart gave the 
Pelicans their only advantage of the first 
three periods with an opening-minute 
3-pointer. Oklahoma City held a 14-point 
edge, 32-18, at the end of the first quarter.

The Thunder expanded the lead to 17 
early in the second period before cooling 
off. The Pelicans cut their deficit to 57-49 
at intermission. New Orleans scored eight 
straight early in the third to make it 60-58 
before the Thunder countered with a 10-2 
run over the next two minutes and went 
on to lead 89-81 heading into the fourth.

New Orleans outscored the Thunder 
11-2 to start the fourth quarter and took a 
92-91 lead with 8:10 left on a dunk by 
Willy Hernangomez. Kenrich Williams hit a 
3-pointer at the other end as the Thunder 
regained the lead and held on the rest of 
the way.

CAVALIERS 144, RAPTORS 99
CLEVELAND – Kevin Love and Darius 

Garland scored 22 points apiece, and the 

Cleveland Cavaliers tied their franchise 
record with 46 points in the third quarter 
of a rout over the COVID-19 depleted Rap-
tors.

Lauri Markkanen added 20 points and 
Garland had eight assists for Cleveland, 
which led by 47 points twice late in the 
fourth. The Cavaliers won their fifth in a 
row at home and made 22 3-pointers in a 
team-record 52 attempts.

It was Cleveland’s largest victory mar-
gin of the season and the first time Toronto 
has lost by more than 17 points in 2021-
22. The Cavaliers had 39 assists, two shy 
of the most in the NBA this season.

“We’re lucky to be in this position 
where we’ve got such a good thing going 
on,” Markkanen said. “We play hard and 
we play unselfish basketball. Once we 
brought the energy we needed, the flood-
gates just kind of opened up after that.”

Yuta Watanabe posted career highs of 
26 points and 13 rebounds for Toronto, 
and Chris Boucher scored 21 points. The 
Raptors have 10 players in the NBA’s 
health and safety protocols, including top 
scorer Fred VanVleet, rookie Scottie 
Barnes and Pascal Siakam.

“We had to take a pretty good loss 
tonight, but we’ll bounce back,” Raptors 
coach Nick Nurse said. “It was a good 
game for Yuta, and that’s about it.”

Toronto’s eight-man active roster – fea-
turing four hardship signees – had never 
been together until holding a brief practice 
on the main court at Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse before the game. D.J. Wilson 
had 15 points and eight rebounds in his 
team debut.

“We met those guys on the bus on the 
way to the arena,” Watanabe said. 
“Because we weren’t permitted to do any-
thing together the last few days, I spent a 
lot of time in the gym by myself putting up 
shots. That’s all you could do.”

The Raptors’ previous two games were 
postponed when they could not suit up the 
required eight players. Boucher, Watanabe, 
Svi Mykhailiuk and Dalano Banton were 
the only holdovers from their pre-outbreak 
squad.

Denzel Valentine had 17 points and 
nine rebounds, Dean Wade scored 17 
points, and Ricky Rubio had 16 points and 
six assists for Cleveland. Love grabbed 
nine boards and Tacko Fall had three 
points and seven rebounds in 11 minutes 
off the bench.

GRIZZLIES 127, KINGS 102
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Desmond Bane 

scored 28 points and Memphis beat Sac-
ramento for the second time in 10 days.

Ja Morant had 18 points, nine assists 
and seven rebounds to help the Grizzlies 
end a three-game losing streak. Jaren 
Jackson scored 21 points.

Tyrese Haliburton had 18 points and 
seven assists for Sacramento.

SPURS 144, PISTONS 109
SAN ANTONIO – Keldon Johnson scored 

27 points and San Antonio had itsr high-
est-scoring game of the season to beat 
short-handed Detroit, extending the NBA-
worst Pistons’ road skid to 10.

San Antonio has won three straight and 
four of five to move into 10th in the West-
ern Conference.

Hamidou Diallo scored 28 points for 
Detroit.

CHICAGO 113, INDIANA 105
CHICAGO – Zach LaVine scored 32 

points in his return from the NBA’s health 
and safety protocols, DeMar DeRozan 
added 24 points as Chicago posted the 
win.

Nikola Vucevic had 16 points and 15 
rebounds as the Bulls (20-10) won their 
third straight.

Caris LeVert scored 27 points and 
Domantas Sabonis had 14 points and 16 
rebounds after missing a game with a 
right calf injury as the Pacers dropped 
their third straight game.
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No. 1 Alabama 
arrives for CFP 
semifinal without 
OC, OL coach
By STEPHEN HAWKINS
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas 
— Top-ranked Alabama 
arrived Sunday in North 
Texas without offensive 
coordinator Bill O’Brien 
or offensive line coach 
Doug Marrone, but coach 
Nick Saban expected both 
assistants to make it for 
the playoff semi�nal game 
at the Cotton Bowl. He 
said there were no known 
COVID-19 issues among 
players.

The Crimson Tide said 
last Wednesday that 
O’Brien and Marrone 
had tested positive for 
the coronavirus and were 
isolating with mild symp-
toms.

Saban said Sunday that 
both coaches were doing 
well back in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and would par-
ticipate in meetings and 
practice via Zoom until 
they could join the team 
before Friday’s game 
against Cincinnati.

“They will do all their 
work and coaching vir-
tually with players, very 
similarly to the way I did 
it when I tested positive 
before the Auburn game 
a year ago,” Saban said. 
“They’ll be here for the 
game. ... No one is, you 
know, really that bad sick 
that they can’t function 
and do things that they 
need to do with our play-
ers.”

The Bearcats (13-0), the 
�rst team from outside a 

Power Five 
conference 
to make 
the Col-
lege Foot-
ball Play-
off, were 
scheduled 
to arrive in 

North Texas later Sunday.
Saban said Alabama’s 

entire team is vaccinat-
ed and that more than 90 
percent of the players also 
have had booster shots. 

The coach said players 
are wearing masks and 
social distancing in meet-
ings.

“We have encouraged 
them to use the same 
practices that we had to 
use a year ago, wheth-
er it’s wearing a mask in 
meetings, wearing a mask 
when you’re not in the 
building, social distancing 
when we’re in meetings,” 
Saban said. “So, if there 
were some new protocols 
that would help us be saf-
er, we would certainly im-
plement them. 

“But I think we tried 
to implement all that we 
know that has worked in 
the past.”

This is the second year 
in a row that the Crimson 
Tide are set for a playoff 
semi�nal game at AT&T 
Stadium. 

The Rose Bowl was 
moved from California 
to the home of the NFL’s 
Dallas Cowboys last New 
Year’s Day because of the 
pandemic, and Alabama 
beat Notre Dame 31-14.

SABAN

Fading Cardinals search  
for answers as losses mount
By DAVID BRANDT
Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Ar-
izona’s late-season fade is 
starting to feel like a full-
blown collapse.

The Cardinals failed to 
clinch a playoff spot for the 
third straight week after a 
22-16 loss to the banged-
up Indianapolis Colts, who 
were missing arguably their 
best defensive player and 
four starting offensive line-
men.

After a 7-0 record to start 
the season, the Cardinals 
are just 3-5.

The mistakes started early 
Saturday and piled up in a 
brutal �rst half: Kicker Matt 
Prater missed a long �eld 
goal and an extra point. The 
offense had a turnover on 
downs and gave up a safe-
ty when quarterback Kyler 
Murray couldn’t handle 
a low snap. Arizona was 
called for seven penalties 
before the break and 11 for 
the game.

“At any level of football, 
you can’t do those things,” 
Murray said. “Right now, 
we are pretty much killing 
ourselves.”

It’s the second year in a 
row the Cardinals have had 
a late-season fade. They 
started the 2020 season with 
a 6-3 record but closed with 
a 2-5 mark to miss the play-
offs for a �fth straight sea-
son. The comparisons are 
inevitable and running back 
Chase Edmonds knows that 
the criticism is coming.

“Right now, we are just 
in a tough spot,” Edmonds 
said. “We’ve got to band to-
gether, we’ve got to get to-

gether, stay one as a family. 
We know what is going to 
come next with the noise.”

The good news for the 
Cardinals is they’ll almost 
certainly make the playoffs 
even if they lose their �nal 
two games of the season 
against the Cowboys and 
Seahawks. There’s a myriad 
of ways for Arizona to back 
into the bracket, even by �n-
ishing 10-7.

That’s little solace for a 
team that looked like one 
of the NFL’s best a couple 
months ago.

“All you have to do is get 
in, that is all you got to do,” 
Murray said. “But at the end 
of the day we don’t want 
to get in the way we are 
playing. We want to go in 

playing good, feeling good 
about ourselves.”

There have been some in-
juries that have undoubted-
ly hurt. Three-time Defen-
sive Player of the Year J.J. 
Watt has a shoulder injury 
that will likely keep him 
out for the rest of the year. 
Three-time All-Pro receiver 
DeAndre Hopkins is also 
likely out for the rest of the 
regular season because of a 
sprained knee.

“I think everybody has to 
focus on their job,” Cardi-
nals coach Kliff Kingsbury 
said. “Some of the guys out 
... guys are trying to do too 
much at times and we’ve 
got to take it one play at a 
time, reset and do it again.”

The Colts – and just 

about anyone else in this 
COVID-19 �lled season – 
won’t have much sympathy 
for the Cardinals. Indianap-
olis found out hours before 
the game that 2020 All-Pro 
linebacker Darius Leonard 
and two others had tested 
positive for the virus. They 
were missing four starting 
offensive linemen and their 
starting tight end by the end 
of the �rst half because of 
injuries.

Yet the Colts still found a 
win.

That’s at least partly be-
cause the Cardinals keep 
�nding ways to lose.

Kingsbury is 0-5 with the 
Cardinals when they’ve had 
a chance to clinch a playoff 
spot.

Ross D. Franklin / AP

Arizona tight end Zach Ertz leaves the field after Saturday’s game against Indianapolis. The Colts 
won 22-16.

Puzzles Galore!

Answ
ers
to
“Puzzles

Galore”

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from
the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are
formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers
1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in
which the numbers will appear by using the
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD

WORD
SEARCH
(Kwanzaa)

CLUES ACROSS
1. Chinese Muslim group
5. Alternative name
10. Resounds
12. Supporter
14. Furnishes anew
16. Beloved

Hollywood alien
18. Supervises flying
19. Ballplayer’s tool
20. Coarse edible

red seaweed
22. Former CIA
23. Basketball player
25. Travel necessities
26. Honey producer
27. Military analysis (abbr.)
28. Diego, Francisco,

Anselmo
30. Mental sharpness

and inventiveness
31. Popular Easter meal
33. Man (Spanish)
35. __ de la __
37. Counterweights

38. Made a harsh,
grating noise

40. Monetary unit
41. Commercials
42. Cool!
44. Partner to cheese
45. Expression of

creative skill
48. Unit of angle
50. Transported
52. N. American people

of Kansas
53. Computer game

character Max
55. Moved swiftly
56. Everyone has one
57. Tin
58. A mole is one
63. Nocturnal

hoofed animals
65. Oppositional to
66. Monetary units
67. Not on time

CLUES DOWN
1. Hogshead (abbr.)
2. Misery resulting
from affliction

3. Defunction
European group

4. Line on a map
5. Becomes less intense
6. Back muscle
7. Frosted
8. Ethiopian town
9. Midway between
south and east

10. Wipe from the record
11. In a continuous way
13. Breathe
15. Cleaning device
17. Male organ
18. Tab on a key ring
21. Criminals
23. Taxi
24. Cheer of

encouragement
27. Wartime American

escort carrier

29. Polish river
32. Current unit
34. Life form
35. Painful contractions
36. Glowing
39. Press against lightly
40. Melancholic
43. Something you can

be under
44. Of the mind
46. E. Indian cereal grass
47. Couple
49. Sharpshoot
51. A baglike structure

in a plant or animal
54. __ Blyton,

children’s author
59. Human gene
60. Data mining

methodology (abbr.)
61. Examines animals
62. Mineral
64. Cools your home

AFRICAN
ARTWORK
BLACK
CANDLESTICKS
COMMUNAL
COMMUNITY
CORN
CREATIVITY
CROPS
CULTURAL
DETERMINATION
FAITH

FEAST
GIFTS
GREEN
HERITAGE
HOLIDAY
JOYOUS
PRINCIPLES
PURPOSE
RED
RESPONSIBILITY
SYMBOLS
UNITY

50010517
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Bridge can be a frustrating 
game at times. On most deals, 
the textbook plays work well. 
But every now and then, a peek 
at all 52 cards �rst would pay big 
dividends.

In today’s deal from an online 
duplicate, what do you think 
of the auction? How do North-
South fare in either minor and in 
no-trump?

The auction seems sensible 
to me. Although North has 12 
points, with which one would 
often force to game, that is a 
soft hand with no semblance of 
a second spade stopper.

North rebid three diamonds 
to leave partner maximum 
space, but South understand-
ably passed. If North had raised 
to four clubs, South probably 
would have passed. At match-
points, you tend not to bid what 
you deem to be odds-against 
games.

Against three diamonds, West 
led the spade ace and shifted to 
a club. South drove out the di-
amond ace and took 11 tricks, 
which was only a 30 percent 
board.

Eight pairs played in three no-
trump making! It does not look 
hard to lead the spade eight, 
partner’s suit, and have him play 

the nine. Declarer cannot do 
better than down two. But West 
won the �rst trick with the spade 
ace, killing the defense.

At the other tables, East, plow-
ing his own furrow, led the heart 
10. Now West won with the 
heart ace and switched to the 
spade queen, which held declar-
er to nine tricks if he ducked this 
trick. (When trying to establish 
a suit, concede your inevitable 
losers as quickly as possible.)

Two Souths were in �ve clubs. 
Surprisingly, no West found the 
lethal lead of the spade queen!

DEAR ANNIE: I don’t know 
how to begin, so I’ll just 
start by saying that after my 
father passed away 20 years 
ago, my sisters abandoned 
me. At my father’s funeral, 
my oldest sister told me out 
loud, in front of my other 
sisters, that they are never 
going to speak to me again 
since my protector (my dad) 
is gone.

We had just laid our father 
in his grave, and the pain 

of losing 
him was 
intense, and 
I was sob-
bing. She 
told me that 
my tears 
were fake 
and to stop 
because no-
body cares.

None of 
my sisters 

kept in touch until my sister 
“Alice” was diagnosed with 
terminal cancer. I begged to 
come see Alice, and I was 
allowed. Since I was sepa-
rated from my husband at 
the time, I offered to be her 
caregiver, and she was so 
pleased. I took care of her 
until she passed away, six 
months later. Immediately 
after her funeral, I was right 
back to being abandoned 
again.

I tried to keep in touch. I 
made sure to send Christ-
mas cards to the ones for 
whom I had contact infor-
mation, but I received no re-
ply. Later, I got blocked, as 
their address had changed.

Now we’re all in our 60s 
and 70s, and I kept hoping 
that our relationships would 
change, but they have not. 

I miss my sisters very 
much and can’t let them go. 
I can’t remove them from 
my heart or thoughts. – 
Abandoned in Vegas

DEAR ABANDONED IN VE-
GAS: I am so sorry for your 
loss – not only the loss of 
your father and sister but 
the loss of your relationship 
with your other sisters as 
well. Your oldest sister har-
bors long-term resentment 
toward you, and your oth-
er sisters are following her 
lead. I would suggest start-
ing with one of your sisters 
who you feel closest to and 
letting her know how much 
you love and miss her.

You can’t control how she 
or any of your other sisters 
will react, but you can con-
trol how to communicate 
your love for them. 

DEAR ANNIE: Lately, I see 
so many emails from grand-
parents who are wondering 
how to deal with grandchil-
dren who fail to acknowl-
edge gifts, and my heart 
breaks for them.

My husband and I have 
been struggling with this 
for years. When we actually 
do see his grandchildren at 
Christmas, the older ones 
thank us for our gifts, but if 
we are mailing them any-
thing for birthdays and so 
on, they are not acknowl-
edged. We don’t expect a 
reaction from the little ones 
(that should be the parents’ 
job), but teenagers ought to 
know better. They should be 
taught to send an acknowl-
edgement of appreciation.

One year, I mailed a 
self-addressed stamped en-
velope with a generous gift 
to the oldest granddaugh-
ter with a note saying that 
we’d love to hear from her. 
She’s a teenager. We never 
received a response. I doubt 
sending a box of thank-you 
cards would help, though I 
sincerely hope it just might 
for others.

I think this is the last time 
we’ll send a gift through 
the mail, and we’ll follow 
your suggestion in today’s 
column to let them know 
the time after that we won’t 
send anything else and 
why. – Fed-Up Granny in 
Ontario

DEAR GRANNY: Show-
ing appreciation for gifts is 
always gracious, and I am 
printing your letter to remind 
parents to instill that mes-
sage in their children. It is 
bene�cial not only to the gift 
giver but also to the receiver. 
The more we appreciate, the 
more it appreciates. Many 
readers have written in to say 
that their last gift will be their 
last and �nal gift because 
there was no acknowledge-
ment or thank you from the 
recipient.
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MONDAY EVENING DECEMBER 27, 2021 C: Comcast, Citrus  S: Spectrum  D/I: Comcast, Dunnellon & Inglis 

 C S D/I 6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
 ̂  (WESH) NBC 19   19 News NBC News Ent. Tonight Hollywood ››› “Trolls” (2016) Voices of Anna Kendrick. ‘PG’ That’s My Jam ‘PG’ Å News J. Fallon

 # (WEDU) PBS 3 3  World News 
America

BBC News PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Antiques Roadshow “Junk in 
the Trunk 5” ‘G’

POV “Unapologetic” Chicago officials are 
held accountable. (N) ‘PG’

POV Shorts 
(N) ‘PG’

Craft in America Handcrafted 
instruments. ‘PG’

 % (WUFT) PBS 5   5 DW News BBC News PBS NewsHour (N) Å Antiques Roadshow ‘G’ POV “Unapologetic” (N) (In Stereo) ‘PG’ POV Shorts Yoga-Diabetes

 ( (WFLA) NBC 8 8 8 News NBC Nightly 
News - Holt

NewsChannel 
8

Ent. Tonight ››› “Trolls” (2016, Children’s) Voices of Anna Kendrick, 
Justin Timberlake. ‘PG’ Å

That’s My Jam (In Stereo) 
‘PG’ Å

NewsChannel 
8

Tonight Show

 ) (WFTV) ABC 20 7 20 News at 6pm ABC World 
News

Jeopardy! (N) 
‘G’ Å

Wheel of 
Fortune ‘G’

Celebrity Wheel of Fortune 
‘PG’ Å (DVS)

The Year: 2021 Events that defined the last 12 months. 
(N) (In Stereo) Å

Eyewitness 
News 11PM

Jimmy 
Kimmel Live!

 * (WTSP) CBS 10 10 10 10 Tampa 
Bay

CBS Evening 
News

Wheel of 
Fortune ‘G’

Jeopardy! (N) 
‘G’ Å

The 
Neighborhood

Bob Hearts 
Abishola

NCIS How Gibbs was intro-
duced to NCIS. ‘14’

NCIS: Hawai’i “Recruiter” 
‘14’ Å (DVS)

10 Tampa 
Bay

Late Show-
Colbert

 ̀  (WTVT) FOX 13 13  FOX13 6:00 
News (N)

FOX13 6:30 
News (N)

Access 
Hollywood ‘PG’

TMZ (N) 
‘PG’ Å

9-1-1 A truck crashes into a 
parade. (In Stereo) ‘14’

9-1-1: Lone Star “One Day” 
‘14’ Å (DVS)

FOX13 10:00 News (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

FOX13 11:00 News (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

 4 (WCJB) ABC     11 TV20 News World News Ent. Tonight Inside Ed. Celebrity Wheel The Year: 2021 (N) (In Stereo) Å News at 11 J. Kimmel
 6 (WCLF) IND 2 2 2 Christian Bridges Jewish Great Awakening with Love/Child Miracles Andrew Freedom Christ Keith Moore The Great A
 8 (WYKE) FAM 16 16 16 Vegas Unveiled Daily Flash Citrus Sully’s Biz Brew Small Town L. McKenzie Neighbor.. Madison Citrus Court Citrus
 < (WFTS) ABC 11 11  News World News Inside Ed. The List (N) Celebrity Wheel The Year: 2021 (N) (In Stereo) Å News J. Kimmel
 @ (WMOR) IND 12 12  Sheldon Sheldon Big Bang Big Bang Mom ‘14’ Mom ‘14’ Last Man Last Man Creek Creek Big Bang Sheldon
 F (WTTA) MNT 6 6 6 Extra ‘PG’ Ent. Tonight Family Feud Family Feud NewsChannel 8 Noticias Seinfeld Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU
 H (WACX) TBN 21   21 S.Channel The 700 Club Å LoveIsrael Love/Child Kenneth Cox Ministries Living Room SuperChannel Presents Faith Build. Prince

 L (WTOG) CW 4 4 4 Mike & Molly 
‘14’

Mike & Molly 
‘14’

Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

Whose Line 
Is It?

Whose Line 
Is It?

Penn & Teller: Fool Us 
“Magic With a Wolf” ‘PG’

CW44 News 
(N) Å

CW44 News 
(N) Å

Dateline The kidnapping of 
Amanda Lindhout. ‘PG’

 R (WVEA) UNI 15 15 15 Noticias Noticiero ¿Qué le pasa a La rosa de Guadalupe Vencer el pasado (N) La desalmada (N) ‘14’ Noticias Noticiero
 S (WOGX) FOX     13 Fox 51 at 6 Fox 51 Big Bang Big Bang 9-1-1 ‘14’ Å (DVS) 9-1-1: Lone Star ‘14’ FOX 51 News Dateline ‘PG’ Å
 ≤ (WXPX) ION   17  NCIS: Los Angeles ‘14’ NCIS: Los Angeles ‘14’ NCIS: Los Angeles ‘PG’ NCIS: Los Angeles ‘14’ NCIS: Los Angeles ‘PG’ NCIS: Los Angeles ‘PG’
 (A&E) 54 48 54 The First 48 ‘PG’ Å The First 48 ‘14’ Å The First 48 ‘14’ Å The First 48 ‘14’ Å The First 48 ‘14’ Å The First 48 ‘14’ Å
 (ACCN)   99  College Football ACC ACC All ACC (N) All ACC All ACC All ACC ACC College Football From Jan. 4, 2000. ‘G’
 (AMC) 55 64 55 ››› “The Rock” ‘R’ ›› “Divergent” (2014, Science Fiction) Shailene Woodley. ‘PG-13’ Å ››‡ “Insurgent” (2015) Shailene Woodley. Å
 (ANI) 52 35 52 Homestead Rescue ‘PG’ Homestead Rescue ‘PG’ Homestead Rescue ‘PG’ Homestead Rescue ‘PG’ Homestead Rescue ‘PG’ Homestead Rescue ‘PG’
 (BET) 96 71 96 ›› “Tyler Perry’s Meet the Browns” (2008) Tyler Perry. ‘PG-13’ Å ››‡ “Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins” (2008) Martin Lawrence. ‘PG-13’
 (BIGTEN) 742 809  B1G Today Penn State B1G Basketball & Beyond Ohio State B1G Today Å Michigan Football Classic Michigan
 (BRAVO) 254 51 254 Below Deck ‘14’ Å Below Deck ‘14’ Å Below Deck (N) ‘14’ Å Below Deck ›››› “Goodfellas” (1990) Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta. ‘R’ Å
 (BSFL) 35 39 35 Snow M’tn Panthers NHL Hockey Florida Panthers at Carolina Hurricanes. (N) (Live) Panthers Panthers Panthers Celebrity Sports Stars
 (CC) 27 61 27 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office
 (CMT) 98 45 98 Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Mom ‘14’ Mom ‘14’ Mom ‘14’ Mom ‘14’
 (CNN) 40 29 40 Situation Room With Wolf Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) CNN Tonight (N) Å Don Lemon Tonight (N) Don Lemon Tonight (N)
 (ESPN) 33 27 33 Monday Night Countdown (N) (Live) Å NFL Football Miami Dolphins at New Orleans Saints. (N) (Live) Postgame SportsC.
 (ESPN2) 37 28 34 SportsCenter Å SportsCenter (N) Å Sports Shorts Sports Shorts Sports Shorts E60
 (FBN) 106 149 106 The Evening Edit (N) Kennedy (N) Å How America Works (N) American American How America Works American American
 (FLIX)   118 170 ›››‡ “Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind” ›››‡ “Sideways” (2004) Paul Giamatti. ‘R’ Å ››› “Vicky Cristina Barcelona” (2008) ‘PG-13’
 (FNC) 44 37 44 Special Report FOX News Primetime (N) Tucker Carlson Tonight Hannity (N) (Live) Å The Ingraham Angle (N) Gutfeld! (N) Å
 (FOOD) 26 56 26 Kids Baking Kids Baking Kids Baking Tiny Food Tiny Food Chopped ‘G’ Å Chopped ‘G’ Å
 (FREEFORM) 29 52 29 ›‡ “Home Alone 3” ››› “Paddington” (2014) Hugh Bonneville. ‘PG’ ››‡ “Shrek Forever After” (2010) ‘PG’ Å The 700 Club Å
 (FS1) 732 112 732 Herd for the Holidays PBC Countdown Å Fight Camp PBC Boxing Herd for the Holidays
 (FX) 30 60 30 ›››‡ “Baby Driver” (2017) Ansel Elgort. ‘R’ ››› “22 Jump Street” (2014) Jonah Hill. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å ››› “22 Jump Street” (2014) ‘R’
 (GOLF) 727 67 727 PGA Tour Golf Å PGA Tour Golf Å
 (HALL) 59 68 39 “Christmas Under Wraps” (2014) ‘NR’ Å (DVS) “Christmas Town” (2019) Candace Cameron Bure. “12 Gifts of Christmas” (2015) Katrina Law. ‘NR’
 (HBO) 302 201 302 Insecure ‘MA’ Å ››‡ “A Walk Among the Tombstones” (2014) Landscapers (N) ‘MA’ Insecure: The End ‘MA’ Landscapers ‘MA’ Å
 (HBO2) 303 202 303 ››› “The Bourne Identity” (2002) ››‡ “Wonder Woman 1984” (2020) Gal Gadot. ‘PG-13’ Å Flight The Flight Attendant ‘MA’ The Queen
 (HGTV) 23 57 23 Love It or List It ‘PG’ Love It or List It ‘PG’ Love It or List It ‘PG’ Tough Love With Hilary Love It or List It ‘PG’ Love It or List It ‘PG’
 (HIST) 51 54 51 Ancient Aliens ‘PG’ Å Ancient Aliens ‘PG’ Ancient Aliens ‘PG’ Ancient Aliens ‘PG’ Ancient Aliens ‘PG’ Ancient Aliens ‘PG’
 (LIFE) 24 38 24 Castle ‘PG’ Å Castle ‘PG’ Å Castle ‘PG’ Å Castle ‘PG’ Å Castle ‘PG’ Å Castle ‘PG’ Å
 (LMN) 119 50 119 “Black Widow Killer” (2018) Erin Karpluk. ‘NR’ Å “Secrets of a Gold Digger Killer” (2021) Eli Gabay. “Her Deadly Sugar Daddy” (2020) Lorynn York. ‘NR’
 (MSNBC) 42 41 42 The Beat With Ari Melber The ReidOut (N) Å All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show The Last Word The 11th Hour (N) Å
 (NBCSN) 448 26 730 Super High Roller Bowl Super High Roller Bowl Poker Masters ‘G’ Å Poker Masters ‘G’ Å Poker Masters ‘G’ Å Poker Masters ‘G’ Å
 (NGEO) 109 65 109 Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running Wild-Bear Grylls
 (NICK) 28 36 28 Loud House Loud House ››› “Despicable Me” (2010) (In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å Loud House Loud House Friends ‘PG’ Friends ‘PG’ Friends ‘PG’ Friends ‘PG’
 (NWSNTN) 18 18 18 The Donlon Report (N) On Balance Dan Abrams Live (N) NewsNation Prime (N) Banfield (N) Å On Balance
 (OWN) 125 24 103 Dr. Phil ‘14’ Å Deadline: Crime Deadline: Crime Deadline: Crime Deadline: Crime Deadline: Crime
 (OXY) 123 44 123 Snapped ‘PG’ Å Snapped ‘PG’ Å 911 Crisis 911 Crisis 911 Crisis 911 Crisis 911 Crisis 911 Crisis Dateline: Secrets
 (PARMT) 37 43 37 ›››› “The Godfather, Part II” (1974) Al Pacino. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å ›››‡ “The Wolf of Wall Street” (2013) Leonardo DiCaprio. ‘R’ Å
 (SEC) 745 72  The Paul Finebaum Show College Football Alabama at Florida. College Football Texas A&M at Arkansas. (Taped)
 (SHOW) 340 241 340 “The Last Black Man in San Francisco” (2019) ‘R’ Dexter: New Blood ‘MA’ Billions “Contract” ‘MA’ Billions ‘MA’ Å Yellowjackets ‘MA’ Å
 (SUN) 36 31 36 Swing Clinic Breaking Inside HEAT Inside HEAT NBA Basketball Orlando Magic at Miami Heat. Postgame Inside HEAT Inside HEAT
 (SYFY) 31 59 31 ››› “The Mask” (1994) Jim Carrey. ‘PG-13’ Å ››› “The Goonies” (1985, Children’s) Sean Astin. ‘PG’ Å ››› “The Goonies” (1985) ‘PG’ Å
 (TBS) 49 23 49 Sheldon Sheldon Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Amer. Dad
 (TCM) 169 53 169 ›› “If Winter Comes” (1948) Walter Pidgeon. ‘NR’ ›››‡ “Breathless” (1959) ‘NR’ ››‡ “Bright Eyes” (1934) Shirley Temple. ‘PG’ Young
 (TDC) 53 34 53 Street Outlaws Street Outlaws Street Outlaws (N) (In Stereo) ‘14’ Å Street Outlaws: No Prep Kings: Team Attacks ‘14’
 (TLC) 50 46 50 The Family Chantel ‘14’ The Family Chantel ‘14’ The Family Chantel ‘14’ 90 Day Fiancé (N) ‘14’ 1000-Lb. Sisters (N) ‘14’ The Family Chantel ‘14’
 (TMC) 350 261 350 ›››‡ “Casino” (1995) Robert De Niro. ‘R’ Å ›››‡ “Midnight Cowboy” (1969) ‘R’ Å ›››‡ “Midnight Express” (1978) Brad Davis. ‘R’
 (TNT) 48 33 48 ››‡ “Captain Marvel” (2019, Action) Brie Larson. ››‡ “Rampage” (2018, Action) Dwayne Johnson. “Class Action Park” (2020) ‘NR’ Å (DVS)
 (TOON) 38 58 38 ›› “TMNT” (2007) Voices of Chris Evans. ‘PG’ Å To Be Announced Futurama Futurama Burgers Burgers Amer. Dad Amer. Dad
 (TRAV) 9 106 9 Mysteries of the Unknown ‘PG’ Å Mysteries of the Unknown (N) ‘PG’ Å UFO Witness (N) ‘14’ UFO Witness ‘14’ Å
 (truTV) 25 55 25 Jokes Jokes Jokes Jokes Jokes Jokes Jokes Jokes ››› “Superbad” (2007) Jonah Hill. ‘NR’ Å
 (TVL) 32 49 32 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King
 (USA) 47 32 47 Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man WWE Monday Night RAW (N) (In Stereo Live) ‘PG, V Å “Mr. & Mrs. Smith” (2005)
 (WE) 117 69 117 Criminal Minds ‘14’ Criminal Minds ‘14’ Criminal Minds ‘14’ Criminal Minds “Hit” ‘14’ Criminal Minds “Run” ‘14’ Criminal Minds ‘14’

BESTTO
NIGHT’S

7 p.m. on (DISNEY)

Holly Hobbie

Originally created for a streaming 
service, this delightful children’s 
TV series begins a linear run on 
Disney Channel with two back-to-
back episodes airing each week-
night. In the series premiere, “The 
Show Starter,” young aspiring 
singer-songwriter Holly Hobbie 
(Ruby Jay, “The Unicorn”) is 
dismayed to discover that her 
grandmother’s (Sara Botsford) 
cafe might have to close for good, 
so she attempts to save the be-
loved family business by hosting 
an open mic night. Evan Buliung, 
Erin Karpluk and Saara Chaudry 
also star.

9 p.m. on ) 4 <
The Year: 2021

“Good Morning America” co-host 
Robin Roberts anchors this year’s 
edition of the annual two-hour 
primetime special that highlights 
the biggest moments in an histor-
ic year. The past 12 months saw 
the United States still battling the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Jan. 6 
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington, D.C., and the 
inauguration of President Joseph 
Biden, as well as ongoing protests 
demanding racial justice. In addi-
tion to Roberts, this special will 
feature ABC News’ “World News 
Tonight” anchor David Muir and 
“GMA” co-anchors George Steph-
anopoulos and Michael Strahan, 
among many others.

Robin Roberts

By PHILLIP ALDER

BRIDGE SUDOKU

Annie
Lane
Dear Annie

■ Find the daily crossword puzzle inside the Chronicle’s classified pages, along 
with Sudoku, Wordy Gurdy and a word puzzle.

Sisters
estranged 
for years
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By EUGENIA LAST

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27
Recognize your strengths and put them 

to the test. Focus on what you know. Pick 
up on what’s trending and can help you 
stay ahead of the competition. Use your 
connections and innovative ideas to get 
ahead. Call in favors and demonstrate 
what you have to offer. Personal growth is 
favored.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Take 
physical action and incorporate a domes-
tic change that will make your life easier. 
What you accomplish will lift your spirits. 
Look into something you want to explore 
in the new year.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) Discipline 
will be required when dealing with finan-
cial and emotional matters. Put your ener-
gy where it counts and get ahead of the 
game where work responsibilities are 
concerned.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) Take care 
of business, and don’t make a fuss. Shar-
ing expenses and doing your fair share 
will improve meaningful relationships. Be 

open, honest and flexible, and you’ll avoid 
discord.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) Don’t give 
up what you have until you have a 
replacement in the bag. Gauge what’s 
trending and consider what’s possible. Do 
the legwork necessary to make wise 
decisions.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) Think out-
side the box. It’s your responsibility to 
change what you don’t like and to pursue 
what makes you happy. Don’t limit what 
you can do or give up on something you 
want.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) Question 
your current direction and consider if you 
enjoy what you do and how you earn your 
living. Step outside your comfort zone, or 
at least investigate the possibilities that 
exist.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) Pay atten-
tion to what others say and do. A disci-
plined attitude and innovative plan will 
help you broaden your perspective and 
reach your goal. A change will put you in a 
positive frame of mind.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Time spent with 

an older friend or relative will be enlighten-
ing. Pay attention to what’s being said and 
adopt a healthier attitude and lifestyle. 
Challenge yourself and satisfy your needs.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Consider how 
you earn your living and handle your 
money, and you’ll find a way to cut costs 
and ease stress. A lifestyle adjustment will 
help you get back on track. Don’t fall prey 
to needless spending.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Stick to your 
plan. Make changes at home that will ease 
stress and encourage convenience and 
comfort. Get physical and take care of 
unfinished business. You’ve got something 
worth celebrating.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Think twice 
before you raise issues that may not go 
over well with a friend or relative. Keep the 
peace and focus on positive interactions. 
Simplify your life.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Use 
common sense. If you act on your emo-
tions, you are likely to make a mistake. Sit 
tight and explore your options. When 
uncertainty prevails, observation is nec-
essary.

Citrus Cinemas 6 Inverness;
844-462-7342 Code 187

Monday, Dec. 27
“American Underdog” PG: 

11:30 a.m., 3:30, 7:45, 10:45 p.m.
“Sing 2” PG: noon, 1, 3:45, 7, 

9:45 p.m.
“The King’s Man” R: 11:45 a.m., 

3:15, 7:30, 10:30 p.m.
“The Matrix Resurrections” R: 

11:15 a.m., 2:45, 6:45, 10:15 p.m.
“Spider-man: No Way Home” 

PG13: 11 a.m., 2:30, 3, 6:30, 7:15, 
10, 10:35 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 28
“American Underdog” PG: 

11:30 a.m., 3:30, 7:45, 10:45 p.m.
“Sing 2” PG: noon, 1, 3:45, 7, 

9:45 p.m.
“The King’s Man” R: 11:45 a.m., 

3:15, 7:30, 10:30 p.m.
“The Matrix Resurrections” R: 

11:15 a.m., 2:45, 6:45, 10:15 p.m.

“Spider-man: No Way Home” 
PG13: 11 a.m., 2:30, 3, 6:30, 7:15, 
10, 10:35 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 29
“American Underdog” PG: 

11:30 a.m., 3:30, 7:45, 10:45 p.m.
“Sing 2” PG: noon, 1, 3:45, 7, 

9:45 p.m.
“The King’s Man” R: 11:45 a.m., 

3:15, 7:30, 10:30 p.m.
“The Matrix Resurrections” R: 

11:15 a.m., 2:45, 6:45, 10:15 p.m.
“Spider-man: No Way Home” 

PG13: 11 a.m., 2:30, 3, 6:30, 7:15, 
10, 10:35 p.m.

Valerie Theatre, Inverness;  
352-341-7850

Monday, Dec. 27
“Downton Abbey” (2019) PG: 

3 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 29

“How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas” (2000) PG: 3 p.m.

Times provided by Regal Cinemas and are subject to change; call ahead.

ASTROGRAPH TODAY’S MOVIES

BEETLE BAILEY

BC CURTIS

GARFIELD MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM

BLONDIE

WIZARD OF ID ZITS

FORT KNOX

HI & LOIS BABY BLUES

DILBERT HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

PICKLES SALLY FORTH

DENNIS THE MENACE

MUTTS

FAMILY CIRCUS
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Services Directory
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

ALEX'S FLOORING
Home & RV flooring

installations & repairs
30 yrs exp - Lic/Ins.

(352) 458-5050

BCI Bath and Shower-
BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Super-
ior quality bath and shower
systems at AFFORDABLE
PRICES! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
No payments for 18 months!
Senior and Military Discounts
Call Now! 888-460-2264

Bob's DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service

« FREE PICK-UP «
352-637-1225

CARPENTRY & MOBILE
HOME REPAIR & DECKS
30 yrs Experience, Hourly

Rates. 352-220-4638

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16" stump $25.
No stump to big or too small.
Ask about our Disc: Veterans,

Volume, & Seniors!!
Free Est. Cheapest price

guaranteed. Call Rich
352-586-7178
352-789-2894

CitrusStumpGrinding.com

JEFF'S
CLEANUP / HAULING

Clean outs / Dump runs,
Brush Removal.

Lic./Ins. 352-584-5374

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

BEAUTY/HEALTH
***

FloridaDetoxBeauty
Spa.com

Serving Citrus
Give the Gift of Beauty
With Gift Certificates

* Permanent Makeup
* Microblading

*Eyebrow Shaping
* Eyelash Extensions

* Lash Lift with Tinting
*Lash Growth Serum

* Microneedling
*Facial Waxing
*Light Therapy
*Microcurrent

* PEELS
* Teeth Whitening

352-613-6111
Stephanie Gombrelli

Hauling Service
WE HAUL

ANYTHING!
(352) 453-7278

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

SMITTYS
APPLIANCE REPAIR

352-564-8179

ROB'S MASONRY
& CONCRETE

Driveways, tear outs, tractor
work/Lic#1476 352-726-6554

BEAUTY

Sandy's Barbershop
has moved

New location is
725 SE 9th Circle

Crystal River (Behind KFC)

Walk-ins Welcome
Men's & Boy's Cuts just $12

We cut womens hair too!
Sandy's Barbershop

(352) 228-8912

Tile Bathroom Remodel &
Repair - specializing in
no curb role in showers

352-794-1799

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS
Up to $1,000 & MORE
(352) 342-7037

WHITE DIAMOND
PRESSURE WASHING

352-364-1372
WHY REPLACE IT, IF

I CAN FIX IT?
Same owner since 1987
ROOF Leaks, Repairs,
Coating & Maintenance
License #CC-C058189
Gary : 352-228-4500

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds &

Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient

to shop from home.
Professional installation.

Top quality - Made in the USA.
Call for free consultation:

866-636-1910. Ask about our
specials!

HANDYMAN

ANDREW JOEHL
HANDYMAN

Gen. Maint/Repairs
Pressure Cleaning

0256271• 352-465-9201

CITRUS HANDYMAN
SERVICES & FENCING

We have our business license,
$2 mil. liability Insurance, &
State Certification. Be Safe!
Fair Pricing. FREE Estimate
352-400-6016

Professional Handyman
kitchen, bathroom, tile and light

construction. lic/ins, free
estimates. 352-422-4639

LAWN AND TREE SERVICES

A ACTION TREE
(352) 726-9724

Professional
Arborist

Serving Citrus
30 yrs.

Licensed & Insured
A TREE SURGEON

Proudly serving Citrus County
Since 2001. Licensed/Insured
Lowest rates! FREE estimate

352-860-1452

AMERICAN PRIDE LAWN
SERVICE - Tractor Work,

Final Grades, Driveways &
Mowing / 352-302-3495

CLAYPOOL'S Tree Service
Licensed / Insured

352-201-7313
For stumps:

352-201-7323

LAWN AND TREE SERVICES

Stump
Grinding
Cheap!!!

Avg 16" stump $25.
No stump to big or too small.
Ask about our Disc: Veterans,

Volume, & Seniors!!
Free Est. Cheapest price

guaranteed. Call Rich
352-586-7178
352-789-2894

CitrusStumpGrinding.com

SKILLED TRADES

COUNTY WIDE DRY-WALL
30 Years Experience
License #2875. for ALL your
drywall needs!! Ceiling & Wall
Repairs - Popcorn Removal
352-503-7193

FREE ESTIMATE/
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

Lic# CCC057537
352-563-0411

REMODELS,
PANEL UPGRADES,

LIGHTING FIXTURES,
SERVICE and REPAIR

352-746-1606
OTHER SERVICES

SCREEN REPAIRS
Pools & Lanai's, Free

estimate. Lic/ins 45605
Mike 352-989-7702

ANNOUNCEMENTS

***FREE***FREE***
I WILL REMOVE

ANTENNA TOWERS
For Free 352-322-6277

DirecTV Satellite TV
Service Starting at $59.99
/month! Free Installation!
160+ channels available. Call
Now to Get the Most Sports &
Entertainment on TV!
844-614-2532

FREE... FREE...FREE...
Removal of scrap metal
a/c, auto's, appliances

& dump runs.
352-476-6600

I BUY, jewelry, silver, gold,
paintings, instruments,

records, antiques, coins,
watches & MORE!

352-454-0068

-------------------------------
* NOW OPEN *

BELLAMY GROVE
Fresh Citrus,

Collard, Kale, Mustard
Greens and Strawberries

9am-5pm MON.- SAT.
CLOSED SUN.
352-726-6378

Wanted Model Trains
$ INSTANT CASH $

For old Lionel & other
model trains, any

quantity - one piece
or a house full!
330-554-7089

TODAY’S NEW ADS

SUGARMILL WOODS
Sellers & Buyers
FRUSTRATED?

NEEDING HELP?
CALL ME, NOW.

Hello I'm

Wayne Cormier
Key One

352-422-0751

wayne@waynecormier.com
"Have a great day
and God Bless"

FREE OFFERS

FREE BAMBOO
- ALL SIZES

YOU COME AND CUT
CALL (727) 470-5374

STYROFOAM COOLERS
w/ Lids (8) EIGHT - Clean
352-527-2085

OTHER

ATTENTION MEDICARE
RECIPIENTS! Open Enroll-

ment for Medicare health plans
is here! Call our licensed insur-
ance agents for an affordable
quote for your needed cover-
age. Call for a no obligation

free quote now! 833-260-2632

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call
Flight Services for best pricing

on domestic & international
flights inside and from the US.
Serving United, Delta, Americ-

an & Southwest and many
more airlines. Call for free

quote now! Have travel dates
ready! 888-858-0128

INSTRUCTION

Career Training and Medic-
al Billing- TRAIN ONLINE TO

DO MEDICAL BILLING!
Become a Medical Office

Professional online at CTI!
Get Trained, Certified & ready

to work in months!
Call 877-324-4096.

The Mission, Program Inform-
ation and Tuition is located at

CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

EMPLOYMENT

$1000 SIGN ON
BONUS

DeSantis Appliance & A.C.
Service in Wildwood is

currently hiring for
Installers to join our family.

Established family owned and
operated company offers great

benefits after 90 days which
include; Health insurance,

(employer pays 50%) 401K,
paid holidays, paid

vacations and competitive
wages. You must have a valid

driver's license, clean back
ground and verifiable
experience. Please
submit resume to

HR@desantisac.com
or apply in person 814 N.

Old Wire Rd Wildwood, FL.

Citrus Publishing located in
Crystal River Florida is cur-
rently seeking a Full Time
Lead Press Operator. Our
central office is in Crystal
River, FL printing newspa-
pers that serve Citrus,
Sumter, Marion and Levy
Counties.
Applicants must have a
minimum 5 yearsʼ experience
running a Goss Community/
DGM 430 printing press. This
is a night shift position, four
days per week.

We offer an excellent benefits
package including health, life,
dental, eye care, 401K, paid
vacations and holidays.

Apply in person or send
resume to:
Citrus County Chronicle
Attn. Tom Feeney
1624 North Meadowcrest
Blvd.
Crystal River, Fla. 34429
Office 352-563-3275 or
Fax # 352-563-5665

Structural Steel
Fabricator in Citrus County

NOW HIRING
P/T or F/T

COORDINATOR/
ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT

need only have computer
skills, organizational skills

and a desire to learn.

We offer:
Competitive Salary,

Bonus Program,
medical/dental/vision
insurance, 401K w/

100% company
matching funds.

Please send resume
to janem@

capitalsteelfl.com

EXPERIENCED PAINTER

McKenzie Painting is Hiring!!
Must wear white and have

five years experience,
transportation & tools,

To apply call 352-400-1404

EMPLOYMENT

HEALTH CARE/MEDICAL

Fulltime Accounts
Receivable Representative

Duties include billing, pay-
ment processing, and bene-
fits verifications. 1+ years
experience required including
knowledge of ICD-10, HCPCS
and CPT. Benefits include
health insurance, 401k,
uniform allowance.
Apply in person to

West Coast Eye Institute,
240 N Lecanto Hwy,
Lecanto FL 34461
(352) 746-2246 ext 103.

Multi-Media
Account Executive

Citrus County Chronicle
and our weekly newspapers
are growing our salesforce in
Marion County. Our advert-
ising sales representatives
sell digital and print advert-
ising to local and regional
businesses of all sizes.

We are looking for a
seasoned account executive
with a proven track record of
success, aggressive, and
ready to hit the ground run-
ning. Bring your passion for
sales and developing
strategic business solutions
for your clients and we will
provide you with a vast array
of impactful solutions to
target their ideal audience
and grow their business.

The successful candidate
will have a strong focus on
new business development
and be charged with growing
revenue through a consultat-
ive selling approach. You will
have a vast array of digital
and print products so that you
can meet the advertising and
marketing needs of every
client.

The role has a salary
component based on
experience and an uncapped
commission structure.

The company offers a
competitive benefits package
including medical, dental,
vision, life insurance, 401(k),
and paid time off benefits.

Send Resume to John
Murphy:

jmurphy@
chronicleonline.com

NOW HIRING

DUCT MECHANIC

APPLY TODAY:
7745 W Homosassa Trail

(352) 621-3444

acooling
@tampabay.rr.com

PART TIME
ASSOCIATE

Part time associate for
funeral home, guaranteed 27

hours, lifting required, light
inside and outside duties,

need verifiable
driving record, hourly wage

well above minimum,
training provided.

Interview appointment
required, call

352-726-8323
(ask for human resources)

PETS

DOG CARRIER
Pet Mate Ultra, large,
28"Lx15"Wx21.5"D.

Taupe/black $60
352-613-0529

KITTEN
8 weeks old - FREE TO GOOD
HOME - (727) 470-5374

LARGE DOG RAMP
GEN7 PET RAMP - 72x16x1.5
- Foldable Retails for $100
plus, asking $50 .
352-586-3394

PET STROLLER
VIAGDO - Never Used $100
Can send pics (810) 956-3406

PET GATES
Two free standing, Petmaker,
White, 54"(w) x 24"(h)
Purchased Pier One - Brand
New $35 ea (727) 247-3025
Small Dog Foam Steps for
your small pet to get up on fur-
niture or bed. Never Used-
Retails for $90 asking $30
352-586-3394

MERCHANDISE

(2) BEAUTY SHOP CHAIRS
Not New but Works
One is a shampoo and One is
a dryer - includes shampoo
sink , floor mat, mirror, several
boxes of perm rods and regu-
lar rollers & one box of cotton.
$400 for ALL 352-341-3183

2 Coleman Stoves
Propane or Liquid Fuel

*Be Prepared*
Only $35 each
352-464-0316

3 Glass & Chrome Lamps
w/ Beige Pleated Lampshades

$5 each (352) 410-8262
COLLECTBLES/

ART WORK
50 plus year Sports
Memorabilia, ALL TEAMS
Also quality Art Works
(443) 602-0677

BOAT PROPELLER
Stainless steel prop, 19 inches,
Fits Johnson motors $90 obo
(727)599-4809

BODY SOUFFLE
PHILOSOPHY - Fresh Cream
Lemon or Coconut -16oz NEW
still Sealed - 2 for $25 or $15
Each (352) 527-2085

DINNERWARE SET
Brand new 74pc Dinnerware
Set - serves 10+ people
with Duck Pattern -Excellent
Condition! Looks brand new
$75 - (352) 503-6337

CERAMIC STRAIGHTENER
BRUSH

- SIMPLY STRAIGHT- BRAND
NEW - $17
(352) 527-2085

CLOTHES
Men's Medium w/ Large Travel
Bag - Very Good Condition!
$30 Takes All (352) 464-4089

CORNER CABINET
SOLID OAK- 4 Doors
Unused- $45
(352) 527-2085
Craftsman Metal Workbench
54L x 21D w/ 2 drawers $100
(352) 637-2188

Set of 11 Natural Solid
Gemstone Cross Pendants

w/ chain in Magnetic Gift Box
NEW / $20 (352) 527-2085

CUISINART -Ceramic
Knife Set

NEW in box- $20
(352) 527-2085

Diamond Baguettes
Cross Pendant

w/ 18in. Chain in Gift Box -
$100 (352) 527-2085
Emjoi - 1 epilator - 1 pedicure
BRAND NEW - Both $20
(352) 527-2085

FISHING LURES
30 fishing lures, J plugs $40
352-382-4558

FISHING LURES
35+ Rapala Lures all colors,
sizes, types, all for $80!
352-382-4558

SHARK STEAM MOP
$35 (352) 527-2085

MERCHANDISE

Flowers -Canna Lilies, Frag
Lilies, Pinecone Ginger, Four
O'clock's. You dig! $3 each

352-464-0316
GIFT LANTERNS

Ten (10) Gift Lanterns $5 each
Call for Picture
352-423-4163
GROCERY SHOPPING CART
BIG WHEELS
$15 (352) 419-5549

Grow Lights with Ballast &
1000 W sodium bulf with light
reflector. Only $45. (reduced)

352-464-0316
GOLF UMBRELLA

HAAS - Jordan 1) green/white
& 1) blue/white - New $35 ea
(352) 527-2085
JOY MANGANO SET of 2
HANDY HOOK MIRRORS 2
sided w/ one side magnified
10x - both in velvet pouches/
$20 for the set (352) 527-2085

VACUUM
JOY MANGANO PURPLE
HAND/STICK VACUUM
in box $20 (352) 527-2085

LAMPS
two matching lamps, bronze
with beige shades, 30" high,
$50 for both. 352-613-0529

HEATERS
LASKO Heaters- Large,
Very Nice! $25 each -
(352) 423-4163

MICROWAVE
Brand New - Top Name Brand
$30 (352) 503-6337

BOOTS
NEW Harley-Davidson Ladies
boots Sz 5.5 $55
(352) 419-5549
OVAL WOOD MIRROR with 4

hooks -VERY PRETTY $15
(352)410-8262

PERFUME SET
BEEKMAN - Set of 6 in tin box
Unused $25
(352) 527-2085

Bob's DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service

« FREE PICK-UP «
352-637-1225

PRINTER INK CARTRIDGE
950XL - BLACK - Sealed $40
(352) 527-2085

PRINTER INK CARTRIDGE
BLACK 96 - 2 FOR $65 OR
$35 EACH (352) 527-2085

RACING SUIT
BLUE - Womens Size Med &

Size 7 shoes - All Fireproof -
Excellent Condition - only used
3 times $70 obo 352-220-5024

SMOKER
Brinkman electric smoker,

round top. (bullet). only $100
352-464-0316

SPORT CARD COLLECTION
NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB &
NASCAR - Vintage
Over $300 value - $100 for All
(352) 503-6337
Sterling Silver Bible Bracelet
w/ Silver Pages - Handmade
$35 (352) 527-2085
Styrofoam Boxes for planting
a vertical garden. Only $4 Each

(352)464-0316
TONER CARTRIDGE

Brother TN -550 Brand New,
still in original box $50.

352-613-0529
TV

45" RCA Flat Screen - $50
(352) 503-6337

TV
Flat Screen, 32" Like New!
$55 (352) 464-4089

TV STAND
Wooden w/ 2 Shelves- Very
Good Condition! $20
(352) 464-4089

UMBRELLA STROLLER
Blue and Red, in good cond.

$10 352-613-0529
UPRIGHT VACUUM

BISSELL- Excellent Condition
$15 (352) 464-4089

VELOUR COMFORTER
LAVENDER - KING SIZE in
Bag $20
(352) 527-2085

MERCHANDISE

VINTAGE BOOKS- 2 large
duffle bags full. 1800's to the
1940's. $100 obo for all
(352)503-6337
VINTAGE WEDDING DRESS

SIZE 3 - $100
(352) 527-2085

WET BRUSH
- HAIR BRUSHES - GLITTER

EDITION, 2 in boxes - NEW
$15 (352) 527-2085

Women's Evening
Dress, size 2X,

antique beige, brand new, never
worn,$60 new, only
$30, 352-344-1515

APPLIANCES

DISHWASHER
Bisque, Good Condition $60
obo (352) 527-1955

GE STOVE
w/ Self - Cleaning Oven
Color: Bisque Like New!
$150 (989) 450-8155

SMITTYS
APPLIANCE REPAIR

352-564-8179
TOASTER OVEN

GOOD CONDITION - $15
(352) 464-4089

FURNITURE

Bedroom Set
5 Piece Circa 1917 Bedroom
Set $1000 - pictures available
upon request (352) 212-5081

BED
Queen Bed Complete w/ Mat-
tress & Frame (headboard,
footboard, side rails) $100 352-
464-4089

Curio Cabinet
82"H x 40"W x 13"D with

shelves- White washed $100
352-613-0529

DESK
Large Metal Desk w/ 4 draw-
ers. Excellent Condition! $25
(352) 464-4089

BED
Individual Hide-Away folding
bed w/ cover. Used only once-
Like New! $100
(352) 503-6337

LOVESEAT
Cushioned loveseat w/ foot
stools. Very Good Condition!
$35 (352) 464-4089

OAK BAR
Excellent Condition!
$300
612-355-0939

LANAI FURNITURE
Heavy wood with cushions
included. Excellent Condition!
$75 (352) 464-4089

Patio Furniture
Table and Chairs
36 x 36 Table
$100 (352) 637-2188

CHAIR
Perfect Sleep Chair, Extra
Wide, remote control, heat,
massage, recline and lift,
Brand New, Never slept in,
black leather. Pd $3000, Ask-
ing $2000 (352)513-2483 LM

Pet Taxi/ Kennel
for Large Dog $20 obo

(352) 503-6337
Rocking Chair

Wooden, Cushioned
Very Good Condition! $25
(352) 464-4089

TV STAND
Fits up to a 70 inch television
Excellent Condition - $35

612-355-0939 
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PREVENT FIRE!
DRYER VENT 

CLEANING $ave Electricity
$100

www.PreventDryerFiresNow.com

Trust Us To Do It RIGHT! We’re FULLY INSURED for 
Both General Liability AND Workers’ Comp!
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Your Hometown Agents
HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

.. Nick Kleftis ..

NOW is the time to
consider listing your home,

inventory is down and
buyers are ready.

Call me for a
FREE Market Analysis.

Cell: 352-270-1032
Office: 352-726-6668

email:
nick@nickkleftis.com

AVOID
FORECLOSURE

Short Sale your Home

Call
Lorelie LeBrun

Century 21
Nature Coast
352-613-3988

Certified Distressed
Property Expert

FREE CONSULTATION

BETTY J. POWELL
Realtor

" Your SUCCESS
is my GOAL...

Making FRIENDS
along the way

is my REWARD! "

BUYING OR
SELLING?!

CALL ME:
352-422-6417

bjpowell72@gmail.com
ERA American

Realty & Investment

Les J. Magyar,
REALTOR

"Simply Put Integrity #1"

352-220-1786
Lmagyar01@

gmail.com
Craven Realty, Inc.

352-726-1515

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

BOBBI DILEGO
352-220-0587

27 yrs in Real Estate

**SELLERS NEEDED**
Call Bobbi to get your

home SOLD!

BUYERS ARE
WAITING!

Free Home Market Analysis
AT HOME REALTY

Buying? Selling?
Investing in Real

Estate?

Call us first at:
352-637-2777

www.CitrusSold.com

Our team serves your
dream

with honesty, integrity,
and expertise.

A member of
DREAM TEAM WORLDWIDE

DEB
THOMPSON

* One call away for your
buying and selling needs.
* Realtor that you can refer
to your family and friends.

* Service with a smile
seven days a week.

Parsley Real Estate
Deb Thompson
352-634-2656

resdeb@yahoo.com

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

During this Most
Wonderful Time

of the Year...

I'm wishing you & yours
All the JOY that your

heart can hold &
Peace with Good Health

In the New Year!

DEBRA "Debbie"
CLEARY

(352) 601-6664
MEADOWCREST

SPECIALIST
for 13+ years!

TROPIC SHORES REALTY

GARY & KAREN
BAXLEY

GRI Realtors

Your Christian Realtor
connection to your
next transaction

352-212-4678 Gary
352-212-3937 Karen

kbbaxley@yahoo.com
Tropic Shores Realty

I put the REAL in
REAL ESTATE!

JIM THE "REAL"
MCCOY

I'm attentive to
your real estate

needs!

CALL & GET
RESULTS!

(352) 232-8971

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Jane M. Otis
Specializing in

New Home Construction.
Many models to choose from,

starting in the mid
$200,000 and up.

Top Quality Construction
at Affordable Prices.

Buying, Selling & Investing
in Real Estate

Call for your consultation.

Keller Williams Realty
Elite Partners II
401-346-2303

janeotis@yahoo.com
janeotisdesigngroup.kw.com

LaWanda Watt

THINKING
ABOUT

SELLING?
Inventory is down

and we need listings!!

Call me for a
Free Market Analysis!

352-212-1989

Lwattc21@gmail.com

Century 21 J.W. Morton
Real Estate, Inc.

MICHELE ROSE
Realtor

"Simply put
I'll work harder"

352-212-5097
isellcitruscounty

@yahoo.com

Craven Realty, Inc.
352-726-1515

TIME TO BUY
OR SELL

YOUR MOBILE
In A Leased Land Park?

CALL
LORELIE LEBRUN

Licensed Realtor & Mobile
Home Broker

Century 21
Nature Coast,

835 NE Highway 19,
Crystal River Fl.

352-613-3988

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Our office covers all of
CITRUS and PINELLAS

Counties!

**FREE**
Market Analysis

PLANTATION REALTY
LISA VANDEBOE

BROKER (R) OWNER
352-634-0129

www.plantation
realtylistings.com

Pick Jeanne
Pickrel for all

your Real
Estate needs!

Certified Residential
Specialist.

Graduate of Real
Estate Institute.

352-212-3410

Call for a FREE
Market Analysis.

pickjean@gmail.com

Century 21 JW Morton
Real Estate Inc.

Sellers are
getting

TOP DOLLAR!

It's a GREAT
TIME TO SELL!

FREE Market
Analysis -- 39 yrs
Real Estate Exp!

CALL ME:
352-302-8046

DEB INFANTINE
Only Way Realty Citrus

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY

Stefan Stuart
REALTOR

Let me help you find
your next home or sell

your current one.
352-212-0211

stefan.stuart@
century21.com

Century 21 J. W. Morton
Real Estate, Inc.

UNIQUE & HISTORIC
Homes, Commercial
Waterfront & Land

"Small Town
Country Lifestyle
OUR SPECIALTY

SINCE 1989"

"LET US FIND
YOU

A VIEW
TO LOVE"

www.
crosslandrealty.com

(352) 726-6644
Crossland Realty Inc.

DAVID KURTZ
Realtor

Vacant Land
SPECIALIST

Let me help you
BUY, SELL, INVEST.

FREE/ No Obligation
MARKET ANALYSIS

for your property.
Residential & Commercial

Century 21 J.W. Morton
Real Estate,

Inverness, Fl. 34450

CELL 954-383-8786
Office 352-726-6668

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

4 Wheeled Walker
with seat and brakes, used

only once. Just $65
352-464-0316

6 packages of Briefs or
Shields. All Sizes. $15 each

352-416-0316

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Inogen

One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8

pounds. FREE information kit.
Call 866-925-2362. Inogen

Bedside Commode
adjustable legs can be used
also as a shower chair. only

$35 352-464-0316

Blood Pressure Digital
Monitor - Fitreno- New in box

$20 352-410-8262

Depends Briefs - NEW- Hi
quality gray LG/XL 26ct,

3 pkgs/ $10 each
352-410-8262

Manual Wheelchair with
footrests. Used little. Only

$100 352-464-0316

Shower Chair
Large - slide over the tub

type. Very adjustable.
Only $35 352-464-0316

STEP UP EXERCISER
w/ support handle. Great for

rehab/stability - NEW.
$30 obo 352-410-8262

Transport Chair
NEW with or without Footrest

Only $65 (352)464-0316

SPORTING GOODS

MOUNTAIN BICYCLE
21sp, Granite Peak, Like New,
$99 (352) 464-4089

SPORTING GOODS

GOLF CLUBS
Mens RH - ACCUMARK
3-P.W., S.W., Stl., 1,3,5 graf.
wds., putter & bag. $35
727-514-4112

GOLF CLUBS
Mens RH - DUNLOP
3-P.W., S.W., Stl., 1,3,5 graf.
wds., putter & bag. $35
727-514-4112

WET SUITS
IST, all brand new, long
sleeves, Adult Lg and LX $100
each, Childs' short sleeve ML,
& XL. $80 each Masks $30 ea.
Call for Appt. 352-564-0557

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

INVERNESS, 2nd Floor Apt
IBR, 1BA, 700 SF, easy
access. $700 includes electric,
water, cable, WIFI, & kitchen
access (321)543-2951

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

CITRUS HILLS
Clearview Estates - Grand

pool home- Move In Ready!
3 BedRms/ Den/ 2-1/2 Baths/

2 CarGar on 1 Acre
2,226 LivSF $419K

Teri Paduano, Broker

(352) 212-1446
ExploreCitrus.com

CITRUS SPRINGS
FSBO, 3/2/2 plus bonus room.
With extra lot and storage
building. 2183 SF living space.
Lg screened lanai. $348,000
(405)990-5570 by appt only

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

DUNNELLON
North Williams St

3000 SF MOL;
Commercial building

on .042 acre
**For sale or lease**
Motivated Owner

Contact: Al Isnetto,
Palmwood Realty.
352-597-2500 x202

CITRUS HILLS
FSBO New Construction 3/2/2
CHCC Regina Showcase
model, 1771 sq ft on .5 acre
golf course lot with rear
southern exposure.
Well/septic/ sprinkler system
included $385k
Available March 2022
772-979-0463

Inverness Home
Beautiful Updated Pool Home!
By Ft. Cooper Forrest & short

Walk to Bike Trail!
Great 2/2/1 + FL Room &
Fenced. Move in Ready!

$229,000
Teri Paduano, Broker

(352) 212-1446
ExploreCitrus.com

VACANT LAND
High and Dry Lot with nice
trees- Crystal Paradise
Estates - Unit 3 $20K obo
352-464-0477

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

Inverness Home
Move-In Ready! 3/2/2 on large

100'x100' lot w/Workshop
Covered screened Lanai.

$174K
Teri Paduano, Broker

(352) 212-1446
ExploreCitrus.com

LECANTO HOME
Great home w/Front Porch on

private 1.30 Acres!
3/2/2 Block & Stucco Home
across from State Forest.

Move-in Ready $270K
Michelle Marques, Realtor

(352) 400-8441
ExploreCitrus.com

TRANSPORTATION

ATV
HONDA

2014 TRX 400X
Low Miles-

$4,500 obo cash only
(352) 613-8173
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Solution to Saturday’s puzzle

Complete the 
grid so each row, 

column and 
3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
sudoku.org.uk

© 2021 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 1 2 3 4

12/27/21

CBC1252474

Call
352-628-2291

Will Construction Corp. ALSO Offers:
Door Replacements - Insurance Inspections

Safety Grab Bars - Dryer Vent Cleanings
Performed with the same dedication
and meticulous attention to detail

as on our larger projects!

50018705

• Siding • Soffit • Fascia • Skirting • Roofovers • Carports • Screen Rooms • Decks • Windows • Doors • Additions
www.advancedaluminumofcitrus.com

Installations by Brian

FREE
Permit And Engineering Fees

Up to $200 value

All of our
structures
withstand
120mph

winds

We’re only limited
by your imagination

352-628-7519

CC-0010FMR 50009921

LIENS

2169-1227 MCRN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: ADVANCED TOWING gives No-
tice of Foreclosure of Lien and intent to sell these vehicles at
08:00 am at 4875 S Florida Ave Inverness, FL 34450-0537,
pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the Florida Statutes. AD-
VANCED TOWING reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids.

Date of Sale: 01/09/2022
1N4AL3AP9GC206585 2016 NISS

Published December 27, 2021

MISCELLANEOUS

9041-0127 MXDCRN
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA
File No. 2020-GA-079
DIVISION: PROBATE

IN RE: GUARDIANSHIP OF
JANICE C BOBE,

NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on December 13. 2021 there
was placed on deposit in this office, funds received from the
Guardianship of JANICE C BOBE, deceased, in the amount of
$453.24. Said funds are all the assets due to:

The Estate of JANICE C BOBE

Unless said funds are claimed on or before six (6 months)
from the first date of publication of this notice, said funds will be
forwarded to the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida Statutes
744.534 (3).

IN WITNESS WHERE OF I have hereunto set my hand and
official seal at Citrus County, Florida, on Dec. 17, 2021.

ANGELA VICK, Clerk of the Circuit Court
{{County Court Seal}}

By: /s/ Sonia Prylepa
Deputy Clerk

Publish Citrus County Chronicle
December 27, 2021 and January 27, 2022
Published December 27, 2021 & January 27, 2022

TRANSPORTATION

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS
Up to $1,000 & MORE
(352) 342-7037

BOATS

2007 Key West 17.2CC 90HP,
$13500 / NEW Garmin Striker
Vivid 7cv GPS, dual batteries,
garage kept, seat cushions,
bimini top, continental swing
tongue trailer. Call
352-560-3207

2011 TWIN VEE
17ft Twin Vee Classic, center
console, 50HP Honda 4 stroke,
bait well, 55lb trolling mtr, fish
finder, bimini top & galv. trailer.
Garaged- Excellent Cond!
$12K (352) 302-9842

HONDA
90 HURRICANE
22'6" Needs TLC -

Includes Trailer
$5,300

(352) 794-6600
WANTED - ALL RV's &

BOATS - Any condition - We
come to you- SAME DAY

CASH (941) 284-3498

CARS/SUV

Toyota 2014 Prius,
Hybrid, 60,200 mi, exc gas mil
(50 mpg), Dark blue with light
gray interior, great condition

$10,900 813-760-8690

CARS/SUV

LINCOLN
2011 TOWN CAR Continental
Series, 1 owner , garage kept,
4 New tires, New shocks, 63K
orig. miles $11K 352-637-3552

or 352-201-4822
JAGUAR

2003, 1ST YR W/ V8
$10k

(352) 422-7170
89 Mustang

Convertible 5.0
5sp, Rust Free, Many Extras!

Too much to List- Discs,
SS Exhaust, etc $15,000

(352)436-9718
TOYOTA AVALON

2011 / 1-owner, garage kept,
reg maint, GPS, Exc Cond
fully loaded, cold a/c, 127K mi
moon roof, $10,400 obo
808-203-9621 call or text

CLASSICS

MG
1976 MGB, Red, NEW
top & upholstery, wire

wheel, $6900 Make Offer
(352)346-1053

PLYMOUTH
1969 Sport Satellite

Numbers Matching Car
383 V8 (Prof. Rebuilt

Power Brakes)
SHOW WINNER

$34,500 352-746-3749

MOTORCYCLES

HARLEY 2016
Switchback, 2,935 mi.,

$10,500 or BEST OFFER
352-765-4679

MOTORCYCLES

HARLEY DAVIDSON
2007 Fat Boy, Vance & Hines
Pipes, 13k Original Miles, Well

Maintained! $7950 OBO
516-819-9196

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
2001 FAT BOY

1-owner, lots of extras,
low miles, Excellent Shape!

$7500
352-220-4752

TRIKE V8
MUST SEE! Factory Made,
Excellent Cond./ Low Miles,

Auto Trans w/ reverse
1 of a Kind- Pics online

Reasonable $19,900
231-330-5553

TRUCKS

FIRE TRUCK
1994 INTERNATIONAL 4900
CREW CAB TURBO DIESEL
17,985 orig mi., 1K gal. water

tank w/ 1250 GPM pump. Runs
& Drives PERFECT! $29,500
obo Call/Text 305-720-8033

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

2007 Trail Cruiser Lite
19ft., Loaded, Cold A/C &

Heat, Very Clean, sleeps 6-7
$7900 OBO (352) 765-3089

2018 STRYKER
TOY HAULER, FIFTH WHEEL,
2 Slides, 41ft, $59,995
352-795-7820

2020 JAYCO
NORTH POINT, FIFTH WHEEL,
5 Slides, 44ft, $70,995
352-795-7820

FIFTH WHEEL
2012 36FT, KEYSTONE
COUGAR, 3 slides, lg kitch is-
land, 2 recliners, lg couch, fire-
place, lg dining area, jack-n-jill
Bath, Very Clean $26,500
(815) 557-3330
FIFTH WHEEL- 2021 44.5ft
LUXE Toy Hauler- Arctic Pkg
+W/D, 2 heat pumps & 1 A/C-
heater, bath tub, side covers,
loaded, plus more $165K Call
Bruce at 352-398-7012

WANTED - ALL RV's &
BOATS - Any condition - We

come to you - SAME DAY
CASH (941) 284-3498
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