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EDITORIAL BOARD

If President Donald Trump 
wants to understand why 

Joe Biden has clear leads 
against him in swing states 
such as Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania and Wisconsin, he need 
look no further than his rally 
in Tulsa on June 20. The pres-

ident did not 
once mention 
George Floyd 
or express 
solidarity 
with peace-
ful protesters 
marching for 
racial justice. 
His speech was 
combative, 
defi ant and, no 

doubt, thrilled his supporters. 
But it contained barely a word 
designed to persuade anyone 
who was not already persuad-
ed to support the president.

To win in November, Trump 
can’t just rely on the enthusi-
asm of his base. He needs to 
win suburban swing voters. 
In 2016, he won the suburban 
vote by fi ve percentage points, 
and those same voters gave 
him his narrow margin of 
victory in states such as Penn-
sylvania, Wisconsin, Mich-
igan, Ohio, North Carolina 
and Florida. While many of 
those voters defected in 2018 
to give Democrats control 
of the House, they had been 
planning on coming home to 
Trump this year. A New York 
Times/Siena College poll in 
November found that almost 
two-thirds of voters in six bat-
tleground states who cast their 
ballots for Trump in 2016, but 
then voted for House Demo-
crats in 2018, planned to back 
the president in 2020.

That has changed. In the 
wake of recent racial unrest, 
Biden, the presumptive Dem-
ocratic nominee, has opened 
a commanding 25-point lead 
over Trump in the suburbs. 

Two-thirds of Americans say 
the president has made racial 
tensions worse since the 
killing of Floyd in Minne-
apolis on May 25. Trump’s 
uncompromising rhetoric and 
retweets are driving away 
swing voters who don’t want 
to be associated with a senior 
citizen shouting “white pow-
er! – yes Trump said thank 
you to his supporters seen in 
his retweet of a video with a 
man yelling white power.”

There is still time for the 
president to turn things 
around, and he has one thing 
going for him: The economic 
recovery is happening much 
sooner than anyone expected. 
We were supposed to lose 
more than 8 million jobs in 
May, but instead the economy 
created 2.5 million. Econ-
omists predict we will see 
similar jobs numbers in the 
coming months, and that the 
economy will grow at a 20 
percent or even 30 percent 
clip in the third quarter and 
continue double-digit growth 
in the fall.

That means Trump will like-
ly be riding a wave of great 
economic news going into 
November. With the economy 
regaining steam, Trump can 
ask swing voters: Do you 
want to keep this recovery 
going? Or will you risk it 
all by putting Democrats in 
charge? It’s a question that 
will resonate because, despite 
his negative poll numbers, the 
one area in which voters still 
trust Trump way more than 
Biden is the economy.

Many Americans who don’t 
approve of Trump know it is 
in their own self-interest to 
reelect him. But Trump has to 
give those voters permission 
to vote in their own self-in-
terest. Right now, he is not 
doing so. Meanwhile, Biden 
is giving those voters permis-

sion to defect. He is position-
ing himself as an inoffensive 
moderate who has pushed 
back against his party’s so-
cialist bent – saying we need 
to reform, not dismantle, the 
police, and embracing incre-
mental change on health care 
by rejecting Medicare-for-all 
in favor of a public option.

Biden has risen in the polls 
not despite his isolation, but 
because of it. The less he 
speaks, the less likely he is to 
commit gaffes that call into 
question his mental acuity. 
Eventually, Biden will have 
to come out of his basement, 
answer media questions and 
debate Trump. When he does, 
the race will tighten and 
Trump will seek to defi ne the 
former vice president as a 
“Trojan Horse for socialism” 
who will wreck the economy 
just as it is coming back.

But making Biden unpal-
atable won’t be enough for 
Trump. He needs to make him-
self more palatable to reluctant 
voters, by leavening his tough 
rhetoric with expressions of 
empathy and compassion. 
Each time he rightly criticizes 
the mobs defacing our nation’s 
monuments, he needs to say 
that he supports peaceful pro-
testers and their cries for racial 
justice. Each time he criticizes 
Democrats for wanting to 
defund the police, he needs 
to talk about his support for 
police reform and criminal 
justice reform. Each time he 
tweets about law and order, 
he needs to tweet about racial 
reconciliation.

Last fall, when the economy 
was strong, Trump unveiled a 
new campaign theme when he 
declared, “Whether you love 
me or hate me, you have got 
to vote for me.” If he does not 
stop infl aming and start unit-
ing, millions of Americans 
will say “No, we don’t.”

Yes, we have opinions. And 
we know you do too. So why 
don’t you send us your 
thoughts? We want to hear 
your take on the issues.
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■ Length: Letters should be 
400 words or less; all may 
be edited for brevity and 
clarity. Letters of thanks 
should be 200 words or less. 
(Thanks to private business-
es for services should be 
sent to the businesses.)

■ ID: Each letter must 
include the writer’s name, 
address and telephone 
number for verification. 
Because of space consider-
ations, please limit the num-
ber of signatures to a maxi-
mum of four people.

■ Fact vs. opinion: Publica-
tion is not an endorsement 
of the opinions of the writ-
ers, nor is publication of let-
ters a validation of facts or 
statements contained in the 
letters.

■ What’s not allowed: Pri-
vate solicitations, poetry, 
personal attacks, unfair crit-
icism of private individuals, 
businesses or organizations 
or inappropriate language 
will not be considered.

■ Rights: Letters to the edi-
tor, columns and other 
material submitted to the 
Chronicle-Tribune become 
the property of the newspa-
per and may be published or 
distributed in print, electron-
ic or other forms.

Have a happy 
Independence Day

No matter how divided the 
country may seem as the 

presidential election looms 
over us, we have a lot to cele-
brate on July 4.

This country was built by 
immigrants. We are a melting 
pot of culture that is envied by 
the entire globe.

The times we are in may 
seem tumultuous, but great 
change comes from times like 
these.

For instance, one of the 
main tenets our country was 
founded on was the idea of 
freedom. While our founding 
fathers wrote “all men are 
created equal,” it wasn’t until 
much later that this sentiment 
became reality.

At the time our country was 
founded, women and minori-
ties did not have equal rights. 
The times we are in currently 
show that the fi ght for free-
dom has no end. Our country 
is constantly evolving, and as 
more and more groups fi ght 
for equal protection under the 
law, things will continue to 
change for the better.

A few weeks ago, members 
of the LGBTQ communi-
ty got a sense of freedom 

they’ve lacked for decades. 
The Supreme Court con-
fi rmed just weeks ago that the 
monumental provisions of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act protect 
gay, lesbian and transgen-
der individuals from being 
discriminated against by their 
employers based on their 
sexuality.

Until that decision, the 
LGBTQ community lived 
in fear of being treated as 
inferior, but now they enjoy 
the same freedom from op-
pression as many other groups 
have enjoyed for decades.

When looking at the time-
line of American history, it’s 
important to note how many 
American citizens did not 
have true freedom until nearly 
50 years ago.

Even today, some Ameri-
cans do not feel that equity 
has been fully realized, and 
as Americans it is our duty to 
listen to them so we can make 
the country and world a better 
place.

No matter your political 
background, we should all 
agree that the government 
should treat all human beings 
equally. Freedom is what 

unites us. Freedom is what 
makes America special.

We do not always agree, 
but as long as we continue to 
believe in the principles that 
built this nation, this country 
will continue to be the model 
for the rest of the world.

As you spend your weekend 
celebrating our great coun-
try, remember to take time 
to thank the members of the 
military who continue to fi ght 
for the greater good. Thank 
our current and retired service 
members, and spend some 
time in thought, or prayer, 
thanking all of those who 
fought and died for freedom.

This weekend, put your 
politics aside. Engage with 
strangers, and celebrate 
freedom.

Step outside of your comfort 
zone and make someone’s day 
through an act of kindness. If 
we all make a strong attempt 
to do this, we will fi nd the 
true reality of life: we are all 
one in the same.

We are all far more similar 
than we are different.

Our nation is still unifi ed 
under a just cause: equality 
for all.

Trump’s rhetoric is driving away suburban 
swing voters, but he needs them to win

Staycation

By WESLEY REDIGER

July 4 celebrates American independence. We all 
want to be free, yet we continually struggle to 

include all Americans.
Our nation is founded on freedom from oppres-

sion. The founders knew the oppression of class 
systems in Europe where the privileged and power-
ful few oppressed the powerless masses.

They founded the United States on the idea that 
equality and liberty are the essence of being human 
in every human being everywhere, ever.

But the reality was that it was not for everyone. 
The ideas of equality and liberty and justice had to 
survive in the reality of slavery, lynching, Jim Crow, 
red-lining, segregation, whites-only facilities, unjust 
imprisonment, legally protected rape and theft of 
property, Klan raids, church bombings, and on and 
on.

Eighty-seven years later, the Civil War cost 2 
million casualties with 620,000 American deaths, 
and 244 years later, violent demonstrations in more 
than 100 cities protested the murder of a black man 
by four white policemen in Minnesota.

But freedom from oppression is still good and 
right.

The second foundation is the right to worship 
God our own way. The fi rst amendment protects the 
freedom of religion, speech, media, petition, and 
assembly.

“Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to as-
semble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.”

There are two reasons for freedom of religion. 
First, governments and laws have no access to 
belief, only to behavior.

You can force me to behave by threatening to 
punish me if I do not meet your demands, but you 
cannot make me believe.

The founding fathers knew that a Christian nation 
was an impossibility; an inhumane and ungodly 
concept because the law has no access to belief, 
only to behavior.

The second reason for the freedom of religion is 
what became known as the Golden Rule, in every 
major world religion.

The 4000 year old Babylonian Code of Hammu-
rabi states the primitive fore-runner to the Golden 
Rule – an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.

As civilization matured, it went back to the draw-
ing board and made it proactive.

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you,” is in ancient Egyptian literature, Greek philos-
ophy, Chinese Confucianism, Indian Buddhism and 
Hinduism, the Jewish Torah, Christian Gospels, and 
the Islamic Qur’an and Hadith, in that order.

Did each movement copy an earlier movement 
with Christianity next to last? No.

The Golden Rule rises from human equality and 
liberty in the essence of every human being, every-
where, ever.

We all know we have inherent freedom of religion 
and with maturity, we recognize it in others also.

Freedom from oppression and freedom of religion 
are the heart of Independence Day.

They are the reason we fought and won the war of 
Independence from Britain.

And then the next generation of Brits tried again.
The war of 1812 afforded us our National Anthem. 

The poem, titled “The Defense of Fort McHenry,” 
states: “… may the heaven-rescued land Praise the 
Power that hath made and preserved us a nation … 
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”

We can sing it, but we cannot legislate it.
Our responsibility is to live “In God is our trust,” 

in the context of freedom of religion, and to live 
freedom of religion in the context of “In God is our 
trust.”

In Psalms, David writes that we need divine pro-
tection to have true freedom.

“In the morning, O Lord, thou wilt hear my voice; 
in the morning I will order my prayer to Thee and 
eagerly watch. For Thou art not a God who takes 
pleasure in wickedness…The boastful shall not 
stand before Thine eyes ... Thou dost destroy those 
who speak falsehood,”

In Galatians, Paul writes, “God is not mocked… 
For the one who sows to his own fl esh shall from 
the fl esh reap corruption … So then, while we have 
the opportunity, let us do good to all men ... ”

In other words, quit picking at your fellow Chris-
tians just because they don’t think and do everything 
the way you would have them think and do.

But be thankful for what they do that honors God; 
and they may encourage and thank those who think 
we don’t need any improving.

Independence Day is America reaffi rming the core 
values of our nation, reckoning with the diffi culties 
of today and tomorrow, confi dent in hope in the 
future that each of us is building with our thoughts, 
words, and actions.

We are building America in our talks at the kitchen 
table and at the convenience store, as much as in the 
government buildings in Washington DC.

Freedom from oppression and freedom of religion! 
Happy Birthday, Americans!

Wesley Rediger is Pastor of Pleasant Grove Church, 526 W 

Reade Ave, Upland, IN 46989. This guest column is based on a 

longer passage he will read at Pleasant Grove Church in Black-

ford County on Sunday, July 5.

We all deserve 
to live free, 

without oppression

HISTORY

Today is Friday, July 3, the 185th day of 2020. 
There are 181 days left in the year.

Highlight in history:
On July 3, 1863, the three-day Civil War Battle of 

Gettysburg in Pennsylvania ended in a major victory 
for the North as Confederate troops failed to breach 
Union positions during an assault known as Pickett’s 
Charge.

WRITE AWAY

SPEAK UP

WORD 
OF THE DAY

OUR TAKE

How to contact 
your state lawmakers

Rep. Ann Vermilion
District 31
Phone: (317) 232-9509
h31@in.gov

Rep. Anthony Cook
District 32
Phone: (800) 382-9841
h32@in.gov

Sen. Andy Zay
District 17
Phone: (800) 382-9467
s17@in.gov

Sen. Travis Holdman
District 19
Phone: (317) 232-9807
s19@in.gov

Sen. Jim Buck
District 21
Phone: (317) 232-9466
s21@in.gov

Rep. David Wolkins
District 18
(317) 234-2993
h18@in.gov

Rep. Mike Karickhoff
District 30
(317)234-9380
h30@iga.in.gov

noun 

1. a vacation spent at home 
or near home, doing enjoy-
able activities or visiting 
local attractions.

Quote: “As relatively new 
residents of Philadelphia, 
we’re planning a staycation 
in our new hometown.” 
– Anne Marie Gold, Quoted 
in “With Travel Plans in Flux, 
Readers Share Their ‘Stay-
cation’ Ideas,” New York 
Times, March 18, 2020

– dictionary.com
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