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Governor orders 
K-12 schools closed 
for remainder of 
school year

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Gov. Eric J. Holcomb 
Thursday signed an exec-
utive order requiring all 
K-12 schools in Indiana 
to provide instruction via 
remote learning for the 
remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year due to 
COVID-19.

To complete the school 
year, all schools previously 
received a 20-day waiver 
to reduce the number of re-
quired in-person or remote 
instruction days to 160.

Schools must continue 
to provide instruction via 
remote learning until they 
complete either 160 in-
structional days or at least 
20 additional days of re-
mote learning between the 
date of the executive order 
(Thursday) and the end of 
the school year. If a school 
completes 20 days and 
falls short of the required 
160 instructional days, the 
Indiana Department of Ed-
ucation (IDOE) can waive 
the difference.

All K-12 schools will 
need to submit a plan 
for review and approv-
al by the IDOE by April 
17. The plan can include 
eLearning, extended 
learning, project-based or 
portfolio learning, com-
petency-based learning, 
partnerships with higher 
education for increased 
student supports and other 
similar methods.

County reports 
stable staffing 
levels for first 
responders

The Grant County 
Health Department report-
ed Thursday there have 
been 11 total confi rmed 
COVID-19 cases in Grant 
County.

Grant County Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
Director Bob Jackson said 
in a press release Thurs-
day that “at this time there 
are no reported shortages 
of Healthcare workers at 

As low as 89¢ with
a paid subscription

Baby’s bleeding brain leads to arrest

By ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI
amaciejewski@chronicle-tribune.com

A 10-month-old baby’s bleeding 
brain led to a felony charge being 
fi led against a Fairmount woman 
for neglect of a dependent result-
ing in serious injury, a Level 3 fel-
ony, according to court records.

Doctors say the baby’s brain 
was pushed off center due to the 
bleeding, causing an “acute” and 
“chronic” injury on the right side 
of the infant’s brain.

Police allege Haley Reanne Sun-
shine Baker, 25, knowingly placed 
a dependent child in a situation that 
endangered the dependent’s life on 

Nov. 20, 2019 at 600 N. Barclay 
St. in Fairmount, according to a 
probable cause affi davit.

The baby was unresponsive and 
not breathing properly when police 
arrived on scene, so fi rst respond-
ers performed rescue breaths be-
fore the baby began crying.

“(The offi cer) told me that the 
mother Hailey (sic) Baker did not 
show much emotion while the child 
was having the medical event and 
found it odd,” according to Fair-
mount Police Department Marshal 
Richard Dollar’s sworn testimony 
in the affi davit.

Detectives say doctors called the 
injuries “unexplainable” and “con-
sistent with abuse,” according to 
the affi davit.

“I was informed by a hospital 
staff member that the injury to the 

child was caused by a (sic) abrupt 
start of motion and then a (sic) 
abrupt stop motion,” Dollar stated 
in the affi davit.

When initially questioned about 
what might have caused the injury, 
Baker reportedly told police that 
the injury could have been caused 
by her son hitting the infant in the 
head with a toy.

“The scenario of (the son) hitting 
(the infant) in the head with a toy 
was told to (a doctor) and the Doc-
tor (sic) told us that it was impos-
sible to cause that type of injury to 
(the infant),” Dollar wrote in his 
report.

Police say there were no cuts or 
abrasions on the infant’s head, but 
investigators did fi nd two bruises 
on the infant’s head, one on the 
front left and one on the front right.

Baker allegedly told police she 
was the only adult at the home the 
day of the incident.

Baker’s sister testifi ed that she’d 
never seen Baker “act inappropri-
ately” with the infant and report-
ed to police that Baker’s son put a 
blanket over the infant’s head and 
struck the infant on the head with a 
toy car, according to the affi davit.

Baker’s sister reportedly said, 
“I don’t know why he does what 
he does to his sister,” the affi davit 
states.

When interviewed later, Baker 
told police that her son was mean 
to the infant and testifi ed that she’s 
seen him put blankets over her 
head and hit her. Eighteen minutes 
into the interview, Baker said, “I 

Photos by Jaylan Miller / jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Terri Couse walks a dog named Rocky who is up for adoption at the Grant County Humane Society. “They are overwhelmed,” Couse 
said. “(The humane society) is closed to the public and they’ve had to lay a few staff off.”

Oak Hill 
reports 
teacher tests 
positive for 
COVID-19
By SAMANTHA OYLER
soyler@chronicle-tribune.com

As the numbers of 
presumptive positive 
COVID-19 cases continue 
to rise, more local organiza-
tions continue to announce 
employees are testing pos-
itive.

The Oak Hill United 
School Corporation (OHU-
SC) announced Saturday 
that one of its teachers has 
tested positive for the virus.

According to a statement 
found on the school corpo-
ration’s website, the teacher 
began exhibiting symptoms 
on March 20.

Corporation offi cials state 
the teacher was last present 
in an Oak Hill building on 
March 13 and also drove 
through the corporation’s 
food distribution on March 
18, but did not leave their 
vehicle.

According to the state-
ment, the teacher’s case is 
being handled by the Grant 
County Health Department.

The document also stated 
that the health department 
will be contacting anyone 
who was in close contact 
with the teacher during 
the critical time frame of 
48 hours prior to when the 
teacher fi rst started exhibit-
ing symptoms.

Neither the corporation 
nor health department offi -
cials believe any OHUSC 
students or staff are close 
contact concerns within that 
critical time frame, accord-
ing to the statement.

Due to privacy laws, the 
teacher’s name will not be 
disclosed.

According to Grant County 

Matter Park offers socially-distanced 
opportunity to spend time outside

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Grant County residents 
enjoyed some fresh air 
Thursday after weeks of 
staying safe in their homes 
away from the novel coro-
navirus COVID-19.

Terri Couse, a Marion 
General Hospital com-
munications specialist, 
strolled through Marion’s 
Matter Park with a black 
dog named Rocky who 
lives at the Grant County 
Humane Society.

“During this terrible pan-
demic, (Matter Park is) a 
great place to get some ex-
ercise and fresh air,” Couse 
said. “It’s way too nice.”

Matter Park has been a 
special place to Couse all 
her life, she said.

“I was born and raised in 
Marion. Way back in the 
days, my parents brought 

me to Matter Park,” Couse 
said. “Matter Park, in my 
opinion, is one of the best 
assets in Marion, and I 
think the city does a great 
job taking care of it.”

James Loftis, the City 
Wide Maintenance Direc-
tor, said his team has dust-
ed off their mowers to pre-
pare for spring.

“The grass is getting 
greener, and stuff is start-
ing to come back alive,” 
Loftis said. “We’re in the 
midst of getting all the 
mowers ready. The girls 
at the gardens have done a 
great job.”

The COVID-19 outbreak 
has taken a toll on the 
maintenance team, he said.

“This stuff here kind of 
hit at a bad time. It’s kind 
of like pushing us back,” 
Loftis said. “We will be 
struggling to keep up.”

Many of the workers 

are working on an on-call 
status during the stay-at-
home order.

Events at the park, in-
cluding the daddy-daugh-
ter dance and the Earth 
Day celebration, have been 
postponed.

“You don’t plan for 
something like this,” Loftis 
said. “If you don’t have to 
be around people, don’t. If 
we all just do what we are 
supposed to, it’ll get a lot 

Emotions of a lost spring sports season
Starting this piece right 

now is diffi cult. I’m 
trying to rein in my emo-
tions and write a coherent 

column 
about 
something 
I’ve antici-
pated would 
happen over 
the past three 
weeks: the 
cancellation 
of the high 
school spring 

sports season.
Shortly after Indiana 

Gov. Eric Holcomb an-
nounced that state schools 
would stay closed through 
the remainder of the school 
year Thursday afternoon, 

the Indiana High School 
Athletic Association 
followed suit by announc-
ing sports would also be 
canceled, hopefully only 
until fall.

While I wasn’t surprised 
by the announcement, I’ve 
been taken aback by my 
reaction to it.

Sure, sports are import-
ant to a lot of people, and 
my livelihood for the past 
nearly four years has de-
pended on it. But this isn’t 
about me.

I started following 
Twitter shortly after the 
IHSAA’s announcement to 
gauge reaction from coach-
es and athletes. I also sent 
out a tweet directed at the 

class of 2020, a class of se-
niors who are dealing with 
something no other class 
in my lifetime has faced: a 
global pandemic.

Obviously the health 
concerns surrounding 
COVID-19, and us doing 
our best to contain and 
eradicate its spread, are the 
most important factors in 
our world today.

If we are going to stop 
its spread and get back to 
living like we want to live, 
everybody has a role. We 
are in this fi ght together, 
like it or not.

Consider yourself a part 
of a team, whether it be 
your neighborhood, town, 
city, state or nation, we 

have to pull together.
Fight together.
Once we get through our 

battle with the coronavi-
rus, it’s possible, maybe 
even likely that this senior 
class, the class of 2020, 
will emerge from it as the 
strongest team of all.

Most of these kids were 
born in the time sur-
rounding 9/11 in 2001. 
They don’t know how our 
society was pre-terrorist 
attack and have grown up 
together in the aftermath.

Now, this pandemic has 
brought an end to their 
fi nal couple of months 
of gathering together in 
schools.

Though everyone will 

receive their diplomas at 
some point following the 
completion of eLearning 
and online education, it 
appears the class of 2020 
won’t have the satisfac-
tion of walking across the 
stage, accepting that hard-
earned piece of paper from 
their principal and bring-
ing to an end of 13 years 
(counting kindergarten) of 
shared experiences with 
their classmates.

It doesn’t seem fair. It 
truly isn’t fair. But this 
wonderful thing we call 
life sometimes isn’t fair.

My heart aches for the 
class of 2020. This 
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Trees bud while Rod Jeffries (left) and Marye Savard (right) take a 
stroll through memory lane at Matter Park. “This is really the first 
sunshiny nice day,” Savard said. “Thank God it’s here.”
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Mother charged with felony 
neglect of a dependent
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