
Oak Hill’s Law stepping away after 16 years

T H U R S D AY,  F E B RUA RY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 0

WWW.CHRONICLE-TRIBUNE.COM S e r v i n g  G r a n t  C o u n t y  s i n c e  1 8 6 7 . $2

Classifi ed, B5

Comics, B4

Crossword, B4

Local, A3

Obituaries, A5

Sports, B1

Viewpoints, A4

Weather, A2

Inside

Sunny

15

5

Today’s weather

Scrapbook:
Last Feb. 14:
High: 31
Low: 21

Inside:
More weather, Page A2

Follow us on:

www.facebook.com/
chronicletribune

@Marion_CT

MCS considering 
superintendent 
extension

At Tuesday’s regular 
meeting, Marion Commu-
nity Schools board mem-
bers held a public hearing 
about extending Super-
intendent Brad Lindsay’s 
contract.

According to a draft of the 
extension proposal, which 
can be found on the dis-
trict’s website, Lindsay’s 
contract would be extended 
to July 7, 2022.

The draft states his annual 
base pay would remain the 
same at $131,600. Lindsay 
has been Marion’s superin-
tendent since 2013.

During the public hear-
ing, Will Carpenter, a con-
cerned parent, brought up a 
few problems he’s noticed 
throughout the schools his 
children attend.

Carpenter brought up stu-
dents’ lack of gym time, in-
consistencies with discipline 
among the schools, holes in 
curriculum and high turn-
over rates among teachers 
and administrators alike.

Board members thanked 
Carpenter for taking the 
time to express his con-
cerns, encouraging him to 
take a more hands-on ap-
proach to address them.

Board member Aaron 
Vermilion suggested Car-
penter consider running 
to be on the school board, 
with Vermilion stating that 
he does not plan to run for 
re-election.

“We need concerned par-
ents,” Vermilion said.

Marion Teachers Associ-
ation President Scott Simp-
son said a number of these 
problems boil down to 
resources, especially state 
funding.

He encouraged Carpenter 
and other parents to help 
school personnel challenge 
legislators on these issues.

“Our students need and 
deserve all of those things,” 
Simpson said. “My children 
deserve better. We call them 
‘our’ children and they are.”

Simpson also said that it 
looks like legislators will 
go through with the hold 
harmless year, which will 
prevent schools from being 
impacted by the less-than-
stellar ILEARN scores they 
received after its initial roll-
out last spring.

– Samantha Oyler
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Speak softly and carry statistics

By LEEANN DOERFLEIN
ldoerfl ein@chronicle-tribune.com

Leaders from Grant County 
and several other communi-
ties around Indiana gathered 
at Ivy Tech Marion to learn 
how to overcome negative at-
titudes surrounding rural com-
munities on Tuesday.

The Community Foundation 
of Grant County invited Ben 
Winchester, senior research 
fellow with Minnesota Ex-
tension Center for Vitality, to 
share how to overcome the ru-
ral narrative.

Winchester said his goal is 
to share U.S. Census Bureau 
statistics that help debunk 
negative attitudes shared 
about rural communities by 
metropolitan media and by ru-
ral residents themselves.

Just like the fi elds of corn 
and soybeans surrounding 
rural Indiana towns, the rural 
narrative has been cultivated 
for years, Winchester said. 
Common phrases like “brain 
drain,” “middle of nowhere,” 
“sleepy town” and “nobody 
locks their doors at night” all 
contribute to this narrative, he 
said.

Winchester said the narra-
tive has been written for 80 
years or more in some towns. 
A common reason for this 

narrative is that the commu-
nity has had a perceived eco-
nomic decline.

The fact that small towns 
don’t look the same is OK, ac-
cording to Winchester. While 
businesses have closed and 
schools have consolidated, 
he said rural people are not 
necessarily at fault for these 
conditions because change is 
also happening in metropol-
itan areas. Changes have oc-
curred in the past few decades 
because of restructuring in 
the global economy, a shift to 
regional business centers and 
a decreased birth rate, he ex-
plained.

“The reality is every time 
you hear about a hardware 
store closing in a small town, 

there is one that also closed in 
Indy,” Winchester said. “The 
only difference is that there 
are other stores in walking and 
driving distance in Indy.”

Instead of focusing on the 
fact that small towns are of-
ten no longer a living Nor-
man Rockwell painting, 
Winchester said rural people 
should focus on things they 
can control like negative 
phrases and focusing on the 
future instead of the past.

“Our towns are not where 
we should be, so we want to 
look back and blame some-
body else,” Winchester said.

A glimmer of hope for rural 
communities can be found 
in statistics; since 1970 ru-
ral population has gone up. 

A large reason for this, Win-
chester said, is the migration 
to suburbs, as 18 counties 
have reclassifi ed to urban 
counties due to migration 
from the urban core of large 
Indiana cities. Over this time 
period, however, Grant Coun-
ty’s population has decreased 
by 5 percent.

A way to draw new residents, 
according to Winchester, is 
to change the narrative from 
“middle of nowhere” to “mid-
dle of everywhere.” Census 
and personal interview data 
Winchester has gathered in-
dicates a regional approach 
to choosing a hometown. He 
said people are looking for 
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Mark and Nero Storey introduce themselves to Gary Joseph and thank him for his service in the US Army.

MCS 
creates 
immersive 
reading 
program

By SAMANTHA OYLER
soyler@chronicle-tribune.com

MARION — Leaders 
across the city are joining 
forces to promote literacy 
in schools.

Marion Community 
Schools (MCS) announced 
at a Tuesday night meeting 
that it will partner with a 
number of local organiza-
tions to create a series of 
immersive events rooted in 
themes from the book “The 
War That Saved My Life.”

The book, penned by New 
York Times best-selling 
author Kimberly Brubak-
er Bradley, follows Ada, a 
young girl with a club foot 
who’s evacuated from Lon-
don during World War II.

According to Kari Pers-
inger, a librarian at Justice 
Thurgood Marshall Inter-
mediate School, a commit-
tee of students and staff 
chose the book, believing 
its historical value and ac-
colades would make it a 
good fi t.

“This (book) just resonat-
ed with the students,” Pers-
inger said.

Persinger said local lead-
ers like Anthony Horton of 
the Boys and Girls Club, 
Alicia Hazelwood of the 
United Way of Grant Coun-
ty and Lisa Dominisse of 
Family Service Society 
read the book and wrote 
letters to the students at 
Justice, detailing their re-
actions to the book.

“I think each and every 
one of us deeply desires 
to be truly seen, heard and 
know we are good enough,” 
Dominisse wrote. “Like 
Ada, we play tapes in our 
minds that may tell us we 
are ugly, stupid, good for 
nothing and in her case 
‘crippled.’ It’s just not 
true.”

In order to help students 
connect with the book even 
more, the school corpora-
tion’s Giant Reading Pro-
gram has planned a fi ve-
day series of events around 
the city.

The Hostess House will 
kick off the events with a 
tea party on Sunday, March 
14 at 2 p.m. The tea party 
will include treats and a 
brief etiquette presentation.

On March 16, the Marion 
Public Library (MPL) will 
host an exhibit on World 
War II photography and 

Veterans get puppy love

By SAMANTHA OYLER
soyler@chronicle-tribune.com

The 2020 National Salute 
to Veteran Patients Week is 
in full swing, and the recre-
ation room of the Marion VA 
was full of furry friends on 
Wednesday afternoon.

VA representative Erica 
Jones said the program start-
ed decades ago as a way of 
showing appreciation for vet-
erans around Valentine’s Day.

“It’s a way to say thank you, 
we love you and we support 
you,” Jones said.

According to the VA web-
site, it all began with Ann 
Landers, who created a col-
umn called “Ask Annie,” 

which has encouraged people 
to send Valentines to hospital-
ized veterans.

Now the program has grown 
to include a series of activi-
ties, including visits from the 
Indianapolis Colts cheerlead-
ers and Miss Indiana.

Jones said an employee at 
the VA knows Mark Storey 
and his therapy dog Nero and 
set up the visit on Wednesday.

Mark and Nero, a black 
Russian Labrador, brought 
their pals from the Heartland 
Chapter of Love on a Leash, 
a group of therapy dogs, to 
spend a little time with the 
veterans.

“Pet therapy is a big hit 
here. … They love it. A lot of 
them miss their pets at home,” 
Jones said.

The visit brought back 
memories for many of the 
vets, like Jack Berg, who said 

Local leaders
learn to rewrite
the rural narrative

Week of
events planned to
celebrate literacy

See MCS, page A3

Community remembers activist Nevada Pate
By JAYLAN MILLER

“Lift Every Voice and 
Sing,” often called the “Ne-
gro National Anthem,” rang 
through the hallways of the 
former Center School as 
members of the community 
came together to honor and 
remember the life of Nevada 
Pate.

“The Negro National An-
them is very important for us 
as a community. When I say 
‘us’ I mean all of us,” said 
Angela Amos, Pate’s niece, 
before she led the crowd 
in singing. “She taught me 
about the fi ght for equality.”

The legacy of Nevada 
Pate is recorded in “Afri-
can-American Oral Histo-
ry Of Grant County, Indi-
ana (Voices of America)” 
by Barbara J. Stevenson. 
Still, her individual impact 

on friends and family was 
shared on Tuesday morning.

Pate moved to Marion 
when she was 6 years old 
when she joined Bethel 
AME Church. Pate attended 

Bethel AME from the age of 
6 until she passed away on 
Aug. 24, 2004, at the age of 
96.

Members of Bethel AME, 
many of whom were taught 

by Pate in Sunday school, 
shared their memories of 
Pate on Tuesday.

“There was a section in 
the weekly digest that was 
called ‘The Most Unforget-
table Character I Ever Met,’ 
said Amos Randall, one of 
Pate’s former Sunday school 
students. “That fi t Miss Pate 
right to the dot. Once you 
met her, you would never 
forget her.”

Randall’s wife Shirley said 
when Amos was 3 years 
old, he visited Bethel AME 
for the fi rst time, and Pate 
taught him in Sunday school 
even though he was the only 
child to show up that day.

“To this day, he always 
talks about Nevada Pate,” 
Shirley said.

Many members of the 
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Angela Amos sings “You are God” at Center Hall during the cere-
mony to honor and remember Nevada Pate on Tuesday.

Love on a
Leash visits during
National Salute to
Veteran Patients Week

Jack Berg spends time with his new buddy, Cooper
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