
By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

The fi nal stage of Indiana 
Governor Eric Holcomb’s 
plan to reopen the economy 
was set to begin July 4.

However, due to an increase 
in COVID-19 cases, Gov. 
Holcomb announced on July 
1 that Indiana would move 
into a new phase, Phase 4.5.

“There were some issues 
going on that made it neces-
sary to move slowly and to 
slow things down a little bit 
as we move forward,” said 
Grant County Health Offi cer 
David Moore. “There are a 
few more options (of things 
to do).”

In Phase 4.5, Hoosiers are 
permitted to enjoy limited 
access to movie theaters, 
bowling alleys, dining room 
service and bar seating.

Community member Ka-
tina Claud enjoyed bowling 
Monday afternoon at Crest 
Lanes, located at 2014 W. 
2nd St. in Marion.

“I’m glad it’s reopened. It 
gives everybody something 
to do,” she said. “I think ev-
erybody was (bored), kind 
of stir-crazy, so it’s kind of 
good for everybody that it’s 
opened.”

Claud said she felt safe go-
ing out based on the number 
of COVID cases in Marion.

Aaron Johnson, the own-
er of River’s Edge Family 
Golf Center, said he worked 
to make sure his customers 
are safe by closing the in-
door golf shop to the public, 
disinfecting the putters after 
each use and maintaining so-
cial distancing.

“It isn’t too different,” he 
said. “Personally, I think it’s 
a great thing to do outside 
and social distance.”

Because River’s Edge is a 
seasonal business, Johnson 
said they opened at the be-

ginning of March and quick-
ly shut down when the stay-
at-home order began.

Shutting down hit the fam-
ily business hard, Johnson 
said, because they did not 
qualify for fi nancial assis-
tance.

“We lost a month and a 
half of business,” he said. “It 
started slow and now we’re, I 
would say, about 80 percent 
of what we should be at in a 
normal year.”

Johnson said many people 
call to ask if the business is 
open.

“We are open and we’ve 
taken steps to make sure they 
are safer out here,” he said.

With live music perfor-
mances are now permitted, 
co-owner of Bad Dad Brew-
ing Co. in Fairmount Patrick 
Howard said the brewery is 
ready to host musical guests.

In following CDC guide-
lines, Howard said they 

removed 50 percent of the 
seating in the dining area, 
spaces out the tables and ex-
panded outside seating and 
the beer garden.

On Thursday, July 16 at 

6:30 p.m. Bad Dad will host 
local musician Sammy Kay 
as their fi rst live music per-
formance since March.

While COVID signifi cant-
ly impacted many bars and 

breweries, Howard said Bad 
Dad was able to make up for 
lost beer sales with revenue 
from pizza takeout.

“Obviously alcohol sales 
took a hit because people 
aren’t able to come in and 
have a pint or two, but pizza 
defi nitely surged,” he said. 
“What we lost in beer sales, 
we made up in pizza sales.”

The Kingdom Venue in 
Marion will also be hosting 
live music including perfor-
mances by Keith Rea on Fri-
day July 24 at 7:30 and Kris-
ta Hoose every fi rst and third 
Wednesday of the month un-
til December 16.

Although museums are 
permitted to open, The Quil-
ter’s Hall of Fame and the 
Hostess House are remain-
ing closed.

Deb Geyer, the executive 
director of the Quilter’s Hall 
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ISDH updates 
COVID-19 count

The Indiana State De-
partment of Health (ISDH) 
Monday announced 452 
additional COVID-19 cas-
es statewide, bringing the 
total number of cases in In-
diana to 52,037. A total of 
2,569 Hoosiers have died 
of COVID-19, with an-
other 193 probable deaths 
reported.

As of Monday, nearly 38 
percent of ICU beds and 
more than 83 percent of 
ventilators are available. 
To date, 570,409 tests have 
been reported to ISDH, up 
from 564,647 on Sunday.

To fi nd testing locations 
around the state, visit 
www.coronavirus.in.gov 
and click on the COVID-19 
testing information link.

1980 killing of 
Indiana Man in 
Arizona is cold 
case no more

PRESCOTT, Ariz. (AP) 
— Authorities in Yavapai 
County say they have 
solved a 40-year-old homi-
cide case.

Yavapai County Sheriff’s 
offi cials said Monday that 
DNA evidence is what ul-
timately led to them deter-
mining who shot and killed 
Michael E. Lee in 1980.

According to investiga-
tors, Lee was a 29-year-old 
iron worker from Indiana 
visiting Arizona. His body 
was found off a highway 
in an unincorporated area 
of Yavapai County on Oct. 
21, 1980. He had sever-
al gunshot wounds to the 
head.

No suspects were ever 
identifi ed.

In 2018, a volunteer with 
the sheriff’s cold case unit 
sent some cigarette butts 
from the scene to a lab for 
DNA testing. Results indi-
cated the cigarettes had the 
DNA of David Ellsworth 
Widmer.

In the ensuing months, 
investigators learned Wid-
mer and an accomplice, 
Rocky Crabtree, sought to 
rob Lee. Detectives believe 
both men, who were con-
victed felons, were respon-
sible for Lee’s death.

Crabtree died in 1990. 
Widmer died last year.

Investigators say they 
have notifi ed Lee’s fami-
ly of their fi ndings. They 
believe if both men were 
alive, they would have 
been charged.

As low as 89¢ with
a paid subscription

Bonding need prompts priority list

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

With several major facil-
ities projects in progress or 
planned for the near future, 
Grant County offi cials are 
looking at the big picture of 
how to fund the projects and 
what other needs may arise.

Grant County Commission-
ers and Grant County Coun-
cil met in a joint session last 
Wednesday, July 8 to discuss 
the status of various projects. 
Commissioner Mark Bard-
sley said a facilities work-
ing group including himself, 
Councilmen Mike Scott and 
Shane Middlesworth, County 
Administrator Justin Saathoff 
and Maintenance Department 

Director Vince Beneke identi-
fi ed ongoing projects and esti-
mated costs.

According to Bardsley, the 
renovation of the Juvenile 
Detention Center (D-Home) 
to house both up to 14 juve-
niles and up to 92 female in-
mates is projected to cost from 
$1.2 million to $1.4 million. 
Phase 2 of the central dispatch 
technology project, which in-
cludes installing three towers 
across the county for better 
propagation, is projected to 
cost $3.7 million.

Continued upgrades at the 
central dispatch building (the 
former Salin Bank building in 
downtown Marion) to better 
utilize the space is project-
ed to cost nearly $2 million, 

and Bardsley included the 
$750,000 loan that was taken 
out for the central dispatch 
renovations for a total of ap-
proximately $7 million in cur-
rent facilities projects.

“We’re currently tapped out 
you could say or maxed out 
on the amount we could bor-
row so the only other choice 
to proceed with this central 
dispatch phase two would be 
through a bond or through 
a lease to purchase of some 
type,” Middlesworth said. 
“That got my brain working 
to think you know what other 
items down the road are going 
to come up that we won’t have 
the cash on hand to take care 
of? So that kind of falls into 
more leaning toward a bond 
issue, and that’s kind of where 
that all started.”

Bardsley said the working 
group determined the county 

should look at other poten-
tial problems or issues facing 
the buildings and include any 
issues that are projected to 
cost $100,000 or more with 
whatever funding mechanism 
is used to pay for the current 
projects, such as a bond issue.

Terry Burnworth of Pyra-
mid Architecture, the coun-
ty’s project managers for the 
central dispatch project, ex-
plained the cost for the Phase 
2 towers for the central dis-
patch increased by $1.3 mil-
lion to approximately $3.7 
million total due to increased 
costs so that the towers can 
be used for broadband inter-
net capabilities and include 
the latest upgrades for public 
safety radio frequencies.

Middlesworth asked if po-
tential third party businesses 
seeking to use the towers for 
broadband could lease the 

towers and/or pay the cost for 
the broadband additions when 
it was wanted. Burnworth said 
he has already heard some 
interest from local vendors re-
garding leasing the towers for 
broadband, but the county will 
most likely have to assume the 
cost for building the broad-
band capabilities since it will 
be part of the architecture and 
structure of the tower itself.

“We feel like the towers and 
the central dispatch are very 
important and I think it’s very 
important personally to fi nish 
that propagation issue for of-
fi cer safety and also to fulfi ll 
our commitment to the public 
safety,” Middlesworth said.

Burnworth also gave an 
overview of all of the coun-
ty’s buildings and usage of the 
buildings, and noted the Salin 
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Katina Claud chooses a bowling ball Monday afternoon at Crest Lanes in Marion.

Indiana approaches a ‘new normal’

Varner leads Chin by one through 36 holes of county tourney
By SCOTT HUNT
shunt@chronicle-tribune.com

The two men who reside 
at the top of the leaderboard 
through the fi rst 36 holes of 
the 89th edition of the Grant 
County Amateur golf tourna-
ment are in familiar territory.

In fact, Andrew Varner and 
Todd Chin are among the win-
ningest golfers in the tourna-
ment’s history. Varner stands 
third all-time and has eight 
championships after winning 
the past two championships.

Chin, who has opted not to 
play the past few years, has 
four Grant County Am titles, 
which ties him with Jim Gal-
lagher, Jr. for the fi fth most 
trophies.

When Varner and Chin tee 

it up at 8:20 a.m. Saturday 
at Walnut Creek for the third 
round, a single shot will be the 
difference between the two. 
The two will be paired with 
longtime tourney veteran, 
Pete DeLongchamp, who has 
battled for many county titles 
over the past four decades. 
DeLongchamp has never won 
a County Am championship, 
but has been the Senior cham-
pion on fi ve occasions.

Chin turned in the best open-
ing round on Saturday at the 
Elks Country Club and his 
three-under par, 69, which 
proved to be the only score 
under 70. He backed it up on 
Sunday with a four-under 68 
on Sunday at Arbor Trace, yet 
Chin is still looking up at Var-
ner on the leaderboard.

“I kinda got ahead of myself 
with the short yardage here,” 
said Chin after his round at Ar-
bor Trace, noting he left some 
shots on the course that day.

Chin missed a makable 
birdie putt on the par-4 fi rst, 
and settled for par on the 
fi rst two holes before making 
birdie on the par-4 third hole. 
That’s where he stood when 
he reached the par-5 fi fth hole 
when potential disaster struck.

“I got quick on fi ve, tried to 
rip one down there to the bot-
tom of the hill,” Chin said. “I 
hit it out of bounds and made 
a six there, which is terrible.”

Chin then birdied the par-5 
ninth and par-4 10th and said 
it helped to settle him down.

“Then I kind of stayed pa-
tient until the last couple holes 

and got some decent putts to 
go and it really salvaged the 
round for me,” Chin said. “I 
felt like I had to be in the 60s 
here, anything in the 60s. I 
stayed patient, hit decent ap-
proaches into 17 and 18 and 
just focused on my speed 
(putting) as opposed to line. 
And I fi nally got both of them 
to go in.”

Varner experienced a bit of 
disaster Saturday at the Elks. 
He was fi ve under par going 
to the 15th hole, but an errant 
shot led to a triple bogey. He 
made pars on the fi nal three 
holes to fi nish with a 2-under 
70.

“Through 14 holes, for not 
playing much golf, I was 
happy with how I was play-
ing,” Varner said on Saturday. 

“That swing on 15 defl ated 
me. I made three good pars 
coming in after that, but you 
make a triple in a tournament, 
you’re putting yourself behind 
the eight ball.”

Varner wasn’t behind the 
eight ball for long on Sunday, 
and when all the strokes had 
been counted in the fi eld of 40 
players, he was on top of the 
leaderboard. Varner carded 
the best round of the weekend 
with a 6-under par, 66 to climb 
back ahead of Chin by a single 
shot with 36 holes remaining.

“Today I got about ev-
erything I could (out of the 
round). I was pretty sol-
id overall,” Varner said on 
Sunday. “I just never was 

County considers its needs for major facility 

projects ahead of possible bond issuance

Maia Johnson plays mini golf Monday afternoon at River’s Edge 
Family Golf Center.
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