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Indiana 
eclipses 30,000 
COVID-19 cases

The Grant County Health 
Department Friday reported 
210 COVID-19 cases and 
20 deaths in Grant County.

The Indiana State De-
partment of Health (ISDH) 
Friday announced 493 new 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
the total number statewide 
to 30,409. A total of 1,791 
Hoosiers have died, with 
another 150 probable deaths 
reported.

As of Friday, nearly 38 
percent of ICU beds and 
more than 81 percent of 
ventilators were available. 
To date, 208,561 tests have 
been reported to ISDH, up 
from 202,995 on Thursday.

A complete list of cases 
by county is posted at www.
coronavirus.in.gov, which is 
updated daily at noon. Cases 
are listed by county of res-
idence.
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HIGH SCHOOL TRACK
Ole Miss. Marion seniors were small in numbers, but had big roles
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By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Indiana Department of 
Transportation (INDOT) 
engineer Allen R. Davidson 
is seeking the GOP nomina-
tion for Indiana’s Fifth Con-
gressional District in the 
June 2 primary.

The Fifth District rep-
resents all of Grant, Mad-
ison, Tipton and Hamilton 
counties and portions of 
Marion, Blackford, Boone 
and Howard counties, and 
current Rep. Susan Brooks 
(R) is not seeking re-elec-
tion.

Davidson previously ran 
for the Fifth District seat in 
2014 and 2016 as a Demo-

crat, and said he would’ve 
ran in 2018 if he didn’t have 
to vote in a Republican pri-
mary before running as a 

Republican. 
He said he 
found Fifth 
District vot-
ers were 
modera te ly 
conservative 
while cam-
p a i g n i n g , 
and he per-

sonally grew disenchanted 
with Democratic platforms 
and tactics, he said.

Following his time spent 
talking with voters during 
previous campaigns, David-
son said he developed four 
goals that would guide him 

if elected: voting as a con-
servative on partisan issues, 
upholding ethics, improving 
effi ciency by cutting gov-
ernment waste and reducing 
bureaucracy for individuals 
and businesses.

Davidson said he believes 
the most important duty for 
legislators in the next Con-
gress will be overseeing 
the various COVID-19 re-
lief spending packages and 
the overall recovery of the 
economy.

“I was intending to run on 
the idea of fi xing the student 
debt crisis, and I will still do 
that, but it will have to take 
a second priority to making 
sure that our economy re-
bounds properly from this 

virus,” he said.
While returning back to 

normal from coronavirus 
will take priority, Davidson 
said he would also work to 
cut spending and take a hard 
look at specifi c line items of 
the federal budget.

“We need to do more in 
order to cut waste, improve 
effi ciency and do so in a 
manner that doesn’t have a 
signifi cant negative impact 
on services,” he said. “And I 
believe that can be done, it’s 
just a matter that previous 
Congresses have not delved 
into the actual mechanics of 
the government. All it does 
is approve more funding or 
less funding, which leaves 
the agencies to almost reg-

ulate themselves.”
Davidson said he is in fa-

vor of repealing the Afford-
able Care Act and would 
advocate for more transpar-
ency in medical billing and 
prescription drug prices.

“What we need to do is 
set up something, set up a 
system of rating health care 
providers, rate them based 
on the quality of their health 
care as well as the afford-
ability of their health care,” 
Davidson said. “Right 
now there is nothing there, 
there’s people show up to 
a hospital and just kind of 
hope they’ll get good care 
and hope that the cost of 

Photos by Jaylan Miller / jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Brenda Mohler watches as Charles Mohler cleans up the ground around his brother’s tombstone in Marion National Cemetery on 
Friday morning.

Remembering without gathering

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Memorial Day weekend at 
the Marion National Cem-
etery usually includes the 
placement of gravesite fl ags 
on Saturday and a public cer-
emony on Monday.

A choir sings the Nation-
al Anthem, a battery fi res a 
gun salute and a bugler plays 
Taps.

This year, Memorial Day 
will not be the same.

“VA made the diffi cult 
decision to not host public 
events for Memorial Day, 
including the placement and 
retrieval of gravesite fl ags by 
groups,” said Douglas Led-
better, the director for the 
Dayton National Cemetery 

Complex which includes 
Marion National Cemetery.

On Memorial Day, cem-
etery staff will conduct 
wreath-laying ceremonies, 

observe a moment of silence 
and play Taps, but the public 
is not invited to attend, Led-
better said.

“Every employee at the 

Marion National Cemetery 
is a veteran and understands 
the importance of honoring 

Marion looking to limit projectiles at parks

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Marion Common Council 
members are considering 
an update that would pro-
vide stricter language con-

cerning projectiles in city 
parks.

Council unanimously 
passed a proposed update 
to the city’s park ordinance 
on fi rst reading at its Tues-
day meeting. Marion Police 
Department Chief Angela 
Haley said she received 
complaints last summer 
about children using BB 
guns at Barnes Park, and 

the proposed update will 
make the language stronger 
and more enforceable.

The ordinance states no 
one can discharge any fi re-
arms, fi reworks, BB guns, 
pellet guns, sling shots, 
paintball guns or other pro-
jectile weapons within any 
city parks without a permit 
from the park board.

The proposed ordinance 

will move to a second read-
ing and public hearing at a 
future council meeting.

Council also unanimously 
approved a fi ve-year, 100 
percent tax abatement for 
new equipment upgrades 
totaling $954,000 for JG 
Bowers, Inc., 1629 South 
Joaquin Drive. JG Bowers 

Worker doing 
sign maintenance 
killed along 
Indiana highway

BURNS HARBOR 
(AP) — A worker doing 
construction sign mainte-
nance along a northwest-
ern Indiana interstate was 
killed early Friday when 
a semi truck collided with 
his vehicle, which then 
fatally struck him, police 
said.

Ryan E. Greer, 38, of 
Knox, Indiana, was killed 
just before 3 a.m. when a 
tractor-trailer traveling east 
on Interstate 94 drove onto 
the right shoulder and hit 
the truck Greer and anoth-
er worker for Traffi c Con-
trol Specialist, Inc., were 
using, Indiana State Police 
said.

Davidson running for Fifth District seat

DAVIDSON

VA to hold 
private Memorial 
Day ceremony

Kimberly Brown and her brother Jerry Coleman visit the grave of their father’s cousin Robert 
Hollingsworth Friday morning.

City also grants 100% 
tax abatement for 
JG Bowers investment
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County eyes 
bonds 
for senior 
living project

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Grant County Council 
Wednesday approved the 
establishment of an Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mission (EDC) following a 
request from a private de-
veloper.

Zeke Turner of Vita In-
vestment Holdings, LLC 
presented a proposal for a 
$40.2 million affordable 
senior living facility to be 
built on Adams Street di-
rectly across from the In-
diana Wesleyan University 
entrance on land that was 
recently annexed into the 
City of Marion.

According to a project 
overview submitted to 
council, the mixed-use de-
velopment would hold 80 
assisted living apartments 
(70 affordable units and 10 
market rate), 27 affordable 
independent living apart-
ments and 32 market rate 
memory care units. Turner 
estimated the project would 
bring 300-350 temporary 
construction jobs and 60 
full time equivalent per-
manent positions with an 
annual payroll of approxi-
mately $2 million.

Turner and his develop-
ment team are seeking the 
issuance of $30 million in 
economic development rev-
enue bonds to fi nance the 
construction of the project. 
These types of bonds are 
tax exempt and must be is-
sued through a city, county 
or the state that acts as a 
pass-through conduit to the 
developer, and Turner is re-
questing that Grant County 
act as the issuing munici-
pality for this project.

“The advantage there 
is by getting tax-exempt 
bonds we’re able to low-
er the cost of fi nancing of 
the project and be able to 
pass those savings through 
in more affordable options 
to the residents that will 
live there,” Turner said. “As 
part of that then, we also 

Economic Development 
Commission established 
on request of developer

See BONDS, page A8


