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Holcomb to extend 
stay-at-home order 
two more weeks 

Gov. Eric J. Holcomb 
said Friday he will extend 
the stay-at-home order and 
restrictions on bars and 
restaurants an additional 
two weeks, to April 20 at 
11:59 p.m., in an executive 
order he will sign on Mon-
day. Holcomb signed an 
executive order Friday that 
extends the public health 
emergency originally de-
clared March 6 through 
May 5, which allows the 
state to increase coordi-
nation across all levels of 
government in the state’s 
response to coronavirus.

Holcomb also announced 
Indiana has been granted a 
federal Major Disaster Dec-
laration, which provides 
funds to help communities 
recover from COVID-19.

The funding can be used 
to cover costs of emergency 
needs including crisis coun-
seling, food programs, tem-
porary shelters, protective 
equipment, safety resources 
and personnel.

Additional steps taken to-
day include:
■ The Indiana Family 

and Social Services Admin-
istration (FSSA) has been 
working closely to provide 
maximum fl exibility, in-
cluding using telehealth, to 
treatment providers to en-
sure that crucial services for 
people that suffer from seri-
ous mental illness and chil-
dren who suffer from severe 
emotional disturbances 
can continue. Hoosiers can 
call 211, or contact your 
insurance company, to fi nd 
access to tele-therapy, and 
talk to your doctor about 
whether medication might 
be right for you during this 
time.
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Man sentenced to 195 years in prison

By SAMANTHA OYLER
soyler@chronicle-tribune.com

Lemere Joseph Jones will 
serve nearly 200 years in pris-
on for his part in a triple homi-
cide in 2018.

On Friday, Superior Court 
1 Judge Jeffrey D. Todd sen-
tenced Jones, 30, of South 
Bend, to 195 years after being 
convicted last month for the 
murders of Javon D. Black-
well, 42, Javon Blackwell Jr., 
12 and Jayzon Blackwell, 11.

“The bottom line is a serious 
offender murdered a father 
and his two sons,” Todd said. 

“... Mr. Jones should never 
again be a free man.”

The Blackwells’ loved ones 
thanked Todd after the sen-
tence was announced.

The murders took place on 
Dec. 30, 2018.

Investigators stated that 
Jones and two other suspects 
had planned to rob Javon Sr.

According to video evidence 
played at Jones’s bench trial, 
Jones said he went to the front 
door of Javon Sr.’s home on 
the 2600 block of South Gall-
atin Street, where Javon Sr. let 
him in.

In the video, Jones said he 

pretended to get some water 
from the kitchen, unlocking 
the back door to let the other 
two suspects in.

Jones claims that one of the 
other suspects came in and 
immediately started shooting, 
according to the video.

“These kids weren’t sup-
posed to be in there … I didn’t 
want them to kill those kids, 
man,” Jones said in the video, 
claiming that he would have 
tried to put a stop to the plan if 
he’d known.

Attorneys with the State of 
Indiana asked Todd for the 
maximum sentence, stating 
that “if there were ever a case 
that deserved the maximum 
sentence, it would be this 
case.”

Attorneys with the state 
asserted that the murders 
happened in the presence of 
minors, with investigations 
indicating Javon Sr. was the 
fi rst to be killed, meaning that 
at least one of the boys could 
have seen or heard the shoot-
ing.

According to attorneys, in-
vestigations indicated one of 
the victims was shot “execu-
tion style.”

“This was a cold, calculated 
murder,” state attorney Jamie 
Lee Moore said. “They died 
quickly if there’s any consola-
tion in that.”

State attorneys said Jones 
has an extensive criminal his-
tory, starting when he was a 
juvenile. According to Moore, 

Jones was on parole at the time 
of the murders.

Todd said numerous at-
tempts at rehabilitating Jones 
have failed.

During the sentencing, 
friends and family of the 
Blackwells’ testifi ed, sharing 
memories of the boys and 
questioning how a person 
could murder children.

Jo Messner recalled how 
much family means to Diana 
Wilson, mother of Javon Jr. 
and Jayzon.

“I can’t imagine what she 
felt when you took her chil-
dren away from her,” Messner 
said.

Jones interrupted Messner’s 
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Lula Gibson dances along to a Fitness Marshall video. The Fitness Marshall creators made a kid-friendly playlist to help inspire kids 
to remain active without any mature moves or suggestive themes like other workout videos on the channel geared toward adults.

School 
districts 
adapting to 
remote 
learning
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Grant County families will 
be logging on, picking up pa-
per packets of work and stay-
ing in contact with teachers 
through phone calls and video 
conferences for the remainder 
of the school year.

Local school corporations are 
adjusting to the realities of long 
term distance learning after 
Gov. Eric Holcomb’s Thurs-
day executive order mandated 
schools remain closed for the 
rest of the academic school 
year and continue remote in-
struction due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Marion Community Schools 
Superintendent Brad Lind-
say said he was not surprised 
by the announcement and is 
thankful the governor made the 
call that promotes the safety of 
students and staff.

He said while Marion is not 
equipped to be an eLearning 
district, there will be a variety 
of “enhanced learning” and 
enrichment opportunities for 
students throughout the rest 
of the school year, one of the 
pathways the Indiana Depart-
ment of Education (IDOE) has 
approved for schools to com-
plete the semester.

Marion Chief Academic 
and Technology Offi cer Scott 
Hoeksema said teachers and 
principals have been con-
stantly adding these enhanced 
learning activities for grades 

MCS alumni inspire fitness during pandemic

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Like many young kids these 
days, 7-year-old Lula Gibson 
needs a way to release all the 
energy that gets bottled up 
from being stuck in her home.

Lula said she enjoys dancing 
along to Youtube videos by the 
Fitness Marshall, a group that 
offers free videos on Youtube 
to get people moving.

“I really like how they want 
to help people when they’re in 
this quarantine by making vid-

eos to keep them energetic,” 
Lula said.

The Fitness Marshall You-

tube channel, with more than 
2 million subscribers, is run 
by three Marion High School 

graduates: Caleb Marshall, 
Haley Jordan and Allison Flo-
rea.

“It’s so cool to see how many 
different types of people are 
just inside with their families 
fi nding a reason to get up and 
move and laugh and dance and 
shine joy in the day,” Marshall 
said. “That is so special to me, 
and that’s just my focus right 
now to keep providing that to 
people.”

Although her favorite video 
is “Cheap Thrills,” Lula said 
she thinks Marshall is funny 
in all of his videos.

“In ‘Goodbye’ when they 
are doing the clock arms he’s 
like, ‘Aw, this burns,’ and that’s 
really funny to me,” Lula said.

Local Hearts for Healthcare initiative launches 

STAFF REPORT

Grant County residents 
can express their gratitude 
and show support for health 
care workers on the front 
lines of the COVID-19 pan-
demic with the launch of 
the Hearts for Healthcare 

Grant County initiative.
Hearts for Healthcare 

Grant County was estab-
lished through a partner-
ship between The Commu-
nity Foundation of Grant 
County and the Chroni-
cle-Tribune.

“We looked at needs with-

in our community and felt 
that health care workers 
who are doing so much 
under very stressful con-
ditions could use our help 
and encouragement during 
this time,” Chronicle-Tri-
bune Publisher Linda Kel-
say said.

“At the Community Foun-
dation, we are blessed to 
witness authentic generos-
ity every day,” Community 
Foundation of Grant Coun-

ty President/CEO Dawn 
Brown said. “Although 
this is an unprecedented 
time in the history of the 
world, we continue to wit-
ness people helping, giving 
and loving their neighbors 
and community in heartfelt 
ways – both big and small. 
I think we would all agree 
that there is certainly no 
audience at this time that 
deserves our gratitude more 
than our frontline health 

care workers. This is why 
we were honored to open 
the Hearts for Healthcare 
Grant County Fund at the 
Foundation.”

Community members can 
participate in Hearts for 
Healthcare Grant County 
in a variety of ways. Grant 
County residents are en-
couraged to create signs of 
encouragement by posting 

Triple murder case from 2018 ends 
Friday as victims’ family, friends speak out

See SENTENCING, page A2

The Fitness Marshall’s 
videos keep kids 
moving with free 
workout videos 
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THE KELLY CLARKSON SHOW – “Episode 3103” – Pictured: (l-r) 
Jennifer Houghton, Lily Aldridge, Caleb Marshall, Kelly Clarkson, 
Peter Gallagher, Fred Murphy-
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C-T, Community Foundation
look to uplift community financially, 
emotionally; submissions needed
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