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AARP tax-aide 
program 
resuming June 15

Volunteers with the AARP 
tax-aide program will re-
sume free tax preparation at 
the Marion Public Library 
from June 15 through July 
15, Monday through Thurs-
day by appointment only.

Call 765-251-8506 Mon-
day through Friday between 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to set up an 
appointment. Leave your 
name and phone number 
if the line is busy and your 
call will be returned. All 
taxpayers will be required 
to wear masks.

Bring all tax documents, 
Social Security cards or 
statements from the Social 
Security Administration.

ISDH: 1,946 deaths, 
33,558 COVID-19 
cases statewide

The Grant County Health 
Department Friday report-
ed 255 confi rmed cases of 
COVID-19 and 21 deaths 
in Grant County.

The Indiana State Depart-
ment of Health (ISDH) Fri-
day reported 521 new cases 
of COVID-19 statewide, 
bringing the total number of 
cases to 33,558. A total of 
1,946 Hoosiers have died, 
with another 164 probable 
deaths reported.

As of Friday, nearly 38 
percent of ICU beds and 
nearly 83 percent of ven-
tilators were available. To 
date, 248,713 tests have 
been reported to ISDH, up 
from 242,287 on Thursday.

For the latest infor-
mation, visit www.
coronavirus.in.gov.
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Bales running for District 5 seat
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Republican Andrew Bales 
is seeking the open Fifth 
District seat being vacated 
by Rep. Susan Brooks (R) 
in the June 2 primary.

The Fifth District rep-
resents all of Grant, Mad-
ison, Tipton and Hamilton 
counties and portions of 
Marion, Blackford, Boone 
and Howard counties in the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

Bales spent 13 years in 
the military and is a Persian 
Gulf veteran and also spent 
15 years as a public school 
teacher. He said he has al-

ways been interested in ser-
vice and initially entered the 
race because he saw things 
“going way wrong” in gov-
ernment, which has become 
even more apparent during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Each side blames each 
other, but the fact is that 
we were very unprepared 
and we knew that this was 
coming,” Bales said. “I 
think that’s changed ev-
erything. It’s changed all 
of the campaigns. Where 
we were talking about Sec-
ond Amendment rights and 
health care, maybe that’s 
not so much important right 
now. Let’s look at our na-
tional security and our na-

tional stockpile and things 
like that.”

Bales said he is in favor of 
a market-driven solution to 
lower health care costs, with 
government lessening its 
role in the process but en-
couraging price transparen-
cy and healthy competition.

“It’s not like I can go down 
to the corner and pick from 
three different places neces-
sarily with insurance and all 
those issues,” he said. “So 
I’d like to see transparency 
in health care. I’d like to see 
more tax incentives as well 
for small businesses too so 
they can provide health care 
for their employees as well.”

To encourage legislators to 

pass budgets on time, Bales 
said he is in favor of legis-
lation that would not pay 
members of Congress until 
a budget is fully passed. He 
said the federal budget is out 
of control, and if elected he 
would work to eliminate the 
add-ons to spending bills 
with a long term goal of a 
Constitutional amendment 
mandating Congress passes 
a balanced budget.

“We need to stop putting 
all of these riders and add-
ons into bills. It’s getting ri-
diculous,” Bales said. “Even 
under this, we can’t pass a 
clean bill in Congress, peri-
od. We can’t do it, and that’s 
just embarrassing.”

Bales said he is in favor 
of legalizing marijuana na-
tionwide, noting the issue 
cannot truly be left state to 
state as long as marijuana 
is still classifi ed as a feder-
al Schedule I drug. He said 
some estimates project na-
tionwide legalization would 
produce $131 billion in tax 
revenue a year which could 
be used to pay down the na-
tional debt or for other pro-
grams.

“Marijuana is a Schedule 
I drug and they say that be-
cause it’s highly addictive 
and that it has no medi-
cal use, and both of those 
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The teachers of Eastbrook North lined the sidewalk, smiling and waving to their students at the reverse teacher parade on Thursday, 
May 28.

Hullinger 
running 
for Fifth 
District seat
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Matthew Hullinger is 
seeking the GOP nomi-
nation for Indiana’s Fifth 
Congressional District in 
the June 2 primary.

The Fifth District rep-
resents all of Grant, Mad-
ison, Tipton and Hamilton 
counties and portions of 
Marion, Blackford, Boone 
and Howard counties. The 
seat is up for grabs as cur-
rent Rep. Susan Brooks (R) 
is retiring after her current 
term expires.

Hullinger works at Kro-
ger and said he is running 
for Congress as a candidate 
who will always keep con-
stituents’ interests as a pri-
ority as compared to others 
who get elected and are 
then in it for themselves.

“Too often we see peo-
ple go to Washington and 
they just kind of lose touch 
with their constituents and 
not doing what their con-
stituents want them to do, 
and that is something that 
I would not do,” he said. 
“I feel like people in the 
Fifth District need some-
body who will truly repre-
sent their interests and not 
lose touch with what they 
want.”

The four core issues 
Hullinger said he is running 
on are pro-Second Amend-
ment rights, anti-abortion, 
lowering taxes and making 
sure government programs 
are truly helping people 
who need them.

“We have these govern-
ment programs to help peo-
ple in need like welfare, 
food stamps and stuff, but 
I don’t feel like it’s being 
utilized to help the people 
that need it because there’s 
too many people that live in 
what I call the gray area of 
income which is where they 
make too much to get the 
assistance and too little to 
get by,” he said. “So what 
I would do is I would try to 
work with other members 
of Congress in creating 
a bill that would address 
those problems.”

Hullinger said while some 

Eastbrook North: Until next year

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Pieces of candy soared 
through the rain and into the 
laps of Eastbrook North stu-
dents at the reverse teacher 
parade on Thursday.

Students returned their 
learning devices, grabbed 
all they had left behind at 
school and then rode past 
their teachers who lined the 
sidewalk waving signs and 
streamers.

“We miss our kids,” said 
fi rst-grade teacher Gwyn 
Slater. “(It helps) knowing 
that they are OK, seeing 
their face, seeing that they 
look good.”

Many teachers anticipated 
only three weeks without 
seeing their students, Slater 
said, but three weeks be-
came the rest of the school 
year.

Chelsie Pendleton, the 
mother of fi fth-grader Zoey 
Geary, was surprised by the 
parade when she came to 
pick up Zoey’s things from 
the school.

Pendleton said eLearning 
has been both good and sad 
for her daughter.

“She misses her teacher 
and classmates,” Pendleton 
said. “I’m just grateful that 
they’ve been so supportive 
and that they’ve been able to 
do their schooling at home.”

Slater said eLearning was 
not fun for her.

“It’s not typical. It’s not 
ideal. It’s not easy to do,” 
Slater said. “I just felt like it 
was a strain on parents and 
our kids.”

Although eLearning was 
an adjustment, Slater said 
her students did excellent 
work, and much of it is owed 
to the parents.

“Those parents became 
teachers,” Slater said.

Eastbrook Superintendent 
Brett Garrett said the reverse 
teacher parade was one more 
example of how awesome 
the Eastbrook teachers are.

“Our teachers really have 
just made a huge impact on 
our boys and girls and going 
above and beyond the call of 
duty,” Garrett said. “eLearn-
ing was not the same as be-
ing on-site, but they still had 
a huge impact on the stu-
dents.”

In the coming weeks, East-
brook Community Schools 
will collect remaining learn-
ing devices and textbooks 
from students, celebrate the 
graduation of their seniors 
and continue food distri-
butions through the end of 
June.

The summer months will 
involve preparing the East-
brook buildings for the fol-
lowing year.

“A lot of work goes into the 

summer months,” Garrett 
said. “(We are) getting our 
buildings ready and making 
sure we have opportunities 
to learn on-site, and if we 
need to enhance our learning 
opportunities off-site, we are 
prepared for that as well.”

Garrett said the school cor-
poration would be reaching 
out to parents to see how vir-
tual learning went for them 
and how they feel about re-
turning to in-person learning 
in the fall.

“We want them to know 
we’re going to do everything 
we possibly can to have ed-
ucation on-site, and we’re 
going to do everything we 
can to provide the safest en-
vironment possible,” Garrett 

said.
If parents do not feel com-

fortable sending their stu-
dents back to school in the 
fall, Garrett said Eastbrook 
schools would consider that 
option.

“That has to be part of 
the equation,” Garrett said. 
“We’re just continually 
monitoring and assessing 
where we are.”

Slater said she is confi dent 
that students will return to 
the classrooms in the fall.

“We are coming back 
strong in the fall,” Slater 
said. “We are going to be 
here. We’re going to think 
positive. We’re going to 
have our classes, and we’re 
going to start off right.”

Selena Ramos drives her two children, Lyria and Liam Ramos, 
through the reverse teacher parade on Thursday, May 28. 
“E-learning was crazy,” Ramos said. “A lot of ups and downs.”
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