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MHS holding 
in-person 
graduation in July

Marion High School 
(MHS) has moved up its 
plans for an in-person 
graduation ceremony for 
the Class of 2020 to July 
12, 2020.

MHS administrators 
have been working with 
student offi cers of the 
Class of 2020 to make this 
decision. While the school 
had initially planned to 
have an in-person grad-
uation ceremony during 
Homecoming Week in 
September, many students 
who are heading to college 
have concerns that they 
will not be able to leave 
their college campus at 
that time since many col-
leges are putting restric-
tions in place to help limit 
the spread of COVID-19.

Due to these concerns, 
MHS has altered its plans 
in order to hold a July cere-
mony in line with guidance 
from local, state and na-
tional health offi cials.

In order to maintain so-
cial distancing, this event 
will not be open to the 
public and admission will 
be by invitation only. Each 
graduate will have two 
tickets only to provide to 
the guests of their choos-
ing.

The event will be held at 
2:30 p.m. July 12 at Dick 
Lootens Stadium at Mar-
ion High School, 750 S. 
26th St. in Marion. In the 
event of rain, the event will 
be moved to July 19.

The virtual graduation 
ceremony, senior spotlight 
show and more are avail-
able on the MHS page at 
www.marion.k12.in.us.

State passes 
2,000 total 
COVID-19 deaths

The Indiana State De-
partment of Health (ISDH) 
Tuesday reported 430 ad-
ditional COVID-19 cases, 
bringing the total num-
ber of cases statewide to 
35,237. A total of 2,022 
Hoosiers have died, with 
another 175 probable 
deaths reported.

As of Tuesday, nearly 
44 percent of ICU beds 
and more than 83 percent 
of ventilators are avail-
able. To date, 271,919 
tests have been reported to 
ISDH, up from 265,896 on 
Monday.

To fi nd testing locations 
or for more information, 
visit www.coronavirus.
in.gov.
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McVicker wins primary 
for Superior Court 3 seat
STAFF REPORT

After visiting 26 of the 
32 polling locations across 
Grant County, skipping his 
lunch and starting his his 
day at 4:30 a.m. on Pri-
mary Election Day, Jason 
McVicker ended his day 
victorious. 

Current Marion City Court 
Judge Jason McVicker de-
feated three fellow Republi-
can hopefuls in the primary 
for the open Grant County 
Superior Court 3 seat.

“As someone who is 
seventh generation Grant 
County, I am just over-
whelmingly humbled by 
everyone’s support today. 
I plan to make my best 
attempts to fi ll the very 
large shoes of Judge War-
ren Haas, who’s done an 
outstanding job in his two 
terms in Grant Superior 
Court 3, and I intend to car-
ry on his good work.”

He said he was over-
whelmingly humbled by the 
results and wanted to thank 

his opponents for their dedi-
cation to Grant County. 

“I could not think higher 
and with more respect for 
my three opponents. I plan 
to continue to work with 
each of them as we continue 
to practice law together,” he 
said.

According to unoffi cial 
results from Grant County 
Voter Registration, McVick-
er received 3,699 votes 
(48.32 percent), defense at-
torney David Glickfi eld III 
received 2,053 votes (17.15 

percent), Grant County Ju-
venile Court Magistrate Bri-
an McLane received 1,313 
votes (17.15 percent) and 
Grant County Deputy Pros-
ecutor Jarred L. Eib received 
590 votes (7.71 percent). No 
Democrats fi led for the seat 
in the primary.

Two incumbents and one 
challenger are moving on to 
the general election for the 
three Grant County Council 
at-large seats Tuesday.

Photos by Jaylan Miller / jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Benita Shannon assists Stanford Bolden in voting on Tuesday at the Clarence Faulkner Community Center.

Turnout 
drops, 
absentee 
ballot use 
jumps

By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Grant County turnout for 
the primary election was 
down more than 10 per-
cent compared to the 2016 
primary, according to un-
offi cial results from Grant 
County Voter Registration.

A total of 11,314 voters 
out of the 44,189 current 
registered voters, 25.6 per-
cent, in Grant County cast 
ballots in this year’s pri-
mary, while 17,602 out of 
49,057, 35.88 percent, vot-
ed in the 2016 primary.

“It might have been part-
ly a result of the pandemic 
and with the election being 
moved back and a lot of 
emphasis being taken off 
the election and on the pan-
demic,” Grant County Clerk 
Pam Harris said. “That 
probably did have a lot to do 
with it I would think.”

Even though the overall 
number of ballots was down, 
more Grant County voters 
voted absentee on Tuesday 
compared to the 2016 pres-
idential primary. A total of 
3,703 absentee ballots were 
cast this year, approximate-
ly 33 percent of all votes 
cast, while in 2016 a total of 
2,721 absentee ballots were 
cast, approximately 15 per-
cent of all votes.

Election results for the 
lower turnout municipal 
election in November were 
not fi nalized until after 
10 p.m., but results were 
fi nalized for the primary 
around 9:20 p.m. Tuesday. 
Harris said the central count 
process, which verifi es ab-
sentee ballots before they 
are counted, went faster and 
smoother this time around.

There were eight teams 
consisting of one Democrat 
and one Republican each 
in the central count area 
on Tuesday, up from three 
teams for the November 
municipal election, Harris 
said.

With Grant County’s cur-
rent protocol, these central 
count teams are required to 
verify absentee ballots by 
hand, comparing signatures 
on the application with the 
signature on the ballot it-
self. Both parties must 
agree the signature matches, 
and if one or both members 
of a team decide they don’t 
match, that ballot is taken to 
the election board to make a 
fi nal determination.

Harris said the central 
count teams were able to be-
gin verifying ballots shortly 
before 1 p.m. Tuesday and 
wrapped up around 8 p.m.

“We started, we sent our 
couriers out earlier this 
time and then our central 
count started earlier as well, 
and then we increased the 
number of teams and so 
they’re just moving right 
along,” Harris said around 
6:30 p.m. when the majority 
of absentee ballots had been 
verifi ed.

Harris said her and her 
team were working up to 
the last minute to make sure 
polling locations and other 
positions were staffed, and 
she was proud of the way 
Election Day was handled 
from polls opening through 
fi nal results.

An election unlike any other

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

The coronavirus did not 
stop Grant County residents 
from exercising their right 
to vote Tuesday, but it bring 
about changes compared to 
past elections.

“This has just been such a 
different time,” said Grant 
County Clerk of Courts Pa-
mela Harris. “It’s like we’ve 
been killing snakes for a 
month now.”

The election day had a 
rocky start, Pam said.

“Because of the virus, we 
had people that were want-
ing to help and had helped 
in the past, and then they’ve 
had a family member at the 
last minute say, ‘No, we’re 
not comfortable,’” Harris 
said.

Finding poll workers has 
been diffi cult in recent 
years, but this year was es-
pecially challenging, Harris 
said.

“Once we got things go-
ing, it’s been a smooth day,” 
she added.

The polling center at 
Brookhaven Wesleyan 
Church had to make do 
without one of their clerks.

“We had three people who 

worked the polls for the last 
four years with me who 
backed out because of the 
virus,” said Dave Craun, the 
Election Inspector.

Craun said yesterday was 
his seventh time working 
the polls, and he noticed 
fewer voters and more ab-
sentee ballots.

“The voters aren’t wanting 

to get out and be amongst 
people, so the absentee vot-
ing has increased greatly,” 
Harris said.

To make voters feel safe 
at the polls, Harris said the 
secretary of state supplied 
all 92 counties with masks, 
gloves, hand sanitizer, and a 
special solution to clean the 
voting machines.

Donna Henderson and her 
father Russell King said they 
felt safe voting at Brookhav-
en Wesleyan Church.

Henderson said she was 
not afraid of the virus be-
cause “God’s in charge of 
the whole situation.”

Stanford Bolden, the 

The hate has got to stop
Over the past few days, 

I’ve been trying to fi nd 
words and perspective in 
what is the most chaotic 
and confusing time of our 
lives.

Four years ago on June 
3, I was given the platform 
to be sports editor for the 
Chronicle-Tribune. With 
very few exceptions, I’ve 
loved every day covering 
the schools and kids in 
Grant County, in Marion, in 
my hometown.

Sports 
became 
non-existent 
when we 
fi rst started 
dealing with 
COVID-19. 
Obviously, 
it was a 
necessary 
precaution 

as we only started to learn 
about how to best deal with 
a global pandemic caused 
by a debilitating and poten-

tially deadly virus.
During the past week, 

sports has largely become 
trivial, almost meaningless.

A far more long-lasting 
pandemic reappeared with 
the video of George Floyd’s 
death in Minneapolis.

Truth be told, issues of 
racism have been present in 
America since the birth of 
our nation; however, hate 
for another human isn’t 
something people are born 
with.

Hate and racism are 
learned behaviors. The big 
question is why? What 
drives hate? What drives 
racism?

I’ve seen what hate and 
racism looks life at differ-
ent times in my life. Other 
than seeing the ugliness 
in pictures and videos, my 
witness to such hate has 
seldom been overt.

In all the instances, I 

Rhonda Coleman, an election judge from Gas City, cleans a voting booth at Brookhaven Wesleyan 
Church. Coleman said she had seen more Republicans than Democrats coming to vote. “It’s going 
to be a landslide if I’m basing it off this place,” she said.
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