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Viewpoints

EDITORIAL BOARD

Yes, Democrats are divid-
ed over Bernie Sanders’ 

revolution versus Joe Biden’s 
restoration of status quo Obama. 
Yes, they are divided over what 
that means in terms of policy, like 
Sanders’ Medicare for All versus 
Biden’s tweaked Obamacare.

But there is a 
deeper cultural 
gap behind the 
Bernie-Biden bat-
tle. And it will not 
be resolved by the 
primary fi ght, and 
perhaps not even 
by November’s 
election.

Some small indi-
cators: Biden rallies often begin 
with the Pledge of Allegiance. It’s 
a brief ritual that seems so basic 
it might not stand out in anyone’s 
memory. But it’s not done at 
Sanders events.

Why? When some of Sanders’ 
supporters say they want a revo-
lution, they really mean it. Here 
is what one of those supporters 
– not a college student, but a 
68-year-old man – told me at a 
Sanders rally outside Charleston, 
South Carolina:

“[Sanders] wants to make real 
changes to make America a 
good country. I mean, America 
has never been a good country, 
since the get-go. We’ve been 
brainwashed. Our founders are so 
great, right? George Washington 
and all these guys? What they did 
was they came and committed 
genocide against the natives, stole 
their land, kidnapped Africans 
and enslaved them, and founded 
our great nation. Our nation is 
rotten to the core. We need a 
good re-foundation. We need 
to have love among all people. 
We’ve got to start over again.”

That’s not a recite-the-pledge, 

hand-over-the-heart kind of 
feeling.

By the way, 15 percent of the 
electorate in South Carolina 
served in the military. They chose 
Biden over Sanders 54 percent 
to 19 percent, according to exit 
polls.

Then there is religion. In his 
successful forays into the South, 
Biden has laid on the religion 
to please the African-American 
ministers whose support he seeks. 
Biden’s victory rally in South 
Carolina, for example, began 
with an invocation. That would 
be unimaginable at a Sanders 
gathering.

The Washington Examiner’s 
Tim Carney walked around a 
Sanders rally in South Carolina 
asking participants if they were 
religious. They weren’t. One man 
answered “relig-ish” – that is, 
kinda, sorta – but that’s as far as 
they went.

In the South Carolina exit polls, 
people who attended religious 
services once a week or more, or 
even just occasionally, support-
ed Biden by a 56 percent to 15 
percent margin. Voters who never 
attended church supported Sand-
ers 36 percent to 24 percent.

Obviously the Biden approach 
worked better in South Carolina. 
But in states with larger per-
centages of woke progressives, 
Sanders remains strong.

A Biden rally looks like a 
Democratic rally. A Sanders rally 
looks like ... something else. It 
features a motley crew of charac-
ters on the left – the fi re-breath-
ing pols, the old socialist broth-
ers-in-arms, the self-described 
“undocumented, queer and 
unashamed,” the rappers, AOC, 
Ilhan Omar – quite a medley.

Of course, the Sanders coali-
tion can feature internal con-

tradictions of its own. At a cold 
outdoor rally recently, Sanders 
brought on the Texas-based rap 
duo Blackillac. They delivered 
the standard fare, and then were 
immediately followed on the PA 
system by Simon and Garfunkel’s 
lilting “America.” It was a jarring 
and bizarre juxtaposition, even 
for Sanders. But it represents two 
not entirely harmonious sides of 
the Sanders crowd.

Add to the Sanders-Biden cul-
tural gulf the sense of grievance, 
dating from the 2016 primary 
fi ght with Hillary Clinton, that 
many Sanders supporters still feel 
against the Democratic Party. It 
used to be focused on Clinton. 
Now it’s focused on the party, but 
could easily be solely directed to-
ward Biden, if Sanders supporters 
believe he is the party’s vehicle 
for stealing the nomination from 
Bernie.

Democrats are even divided 
about being divided. A recent 
Gallup poll asked the simple 
question, “Would you describe 
the Democratic Party today as 
united or divided?” Among Dem-
ocrats, 51 percent said united, 
while 49 percent said divided. 
They split virtually down the 
middle.

Everyone else sees Democrats 
as deeply divided. Sixty-seven 
percent of independents and 78 
percent of Republicans described 
the Democratic Party that way.

All the candidates, and especial-
ly Biden and Sanders, sell them-
selves as the one who can “unite” 
the Democratic Party. But the fact 
is, there’s a real possibility that 
no one can unite the party – and 
that includes their real opponent, 
President Donald Trump – as 
November approaches.

Byron York is chief political correspon-

dent for The Washington Examiner.
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■ Rights: Letters to the edi-
tor, columns and other 
material submitted to the 
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the property of the newspa-
per and may be published or 
distributed in print, electron-
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Public officials need to fight for 

taxpayers, not private business
If Marion City Council approves 

a proposed tax abatement for 
Advanced Cabinet Systems, the 
company won’t pay an estimated 
$57,000 in property taxes over 
fi ve years. Marion taxpayers will.

The practice of giving govern-
ment handouts to businesses for 
making investments that will 
undoubtedly help the company’s 
bottom line has become too rou-
tine in recent years.

With all the talk about so-
cialism, it’s peculiar that many 
so-called fi scal conservatives on 
council don’t gripe about how cit-
izens are forced to pay the taxes 
of private companies nowadays.

The idea that the government 
gets to pick and choose winners 
and losers in today’s economy 
is frightening. What’s even 
more frightening is the idea that 
there seems to be an automatic 
green light for approving any tax 
abatement that comes across city 
council’s desk.

When companies fi le for these 
tax breaks, they make their 
argument for why the city should 
help them make their investment. 
Normally this discussion revolves 
around the number of jobs that 
the investment will create and 
how much those jobs pay.

Nobody can complain about 
more jobs and growing the tax 
base. It’s the oversight – or lack 
thereof – that’s concerning since 
these companies sometimes infl ate 
the impact in order to convince 
public offi cials and the public to 

jump on board with paying for 
part of their investment.

In 2017, Advanced Cabinet 
Systems offi cials argued that 
15 jobs would be created by a 
project to install a production cell 
at the location, according to past 
Chronicle-Tribune reports. Meet-
ing minutes – which are govern-
ment-created records – from that 
meeting in 2017 say even the 
Grant County Economic Growth 
Council made these claims.

On an offi cial state document 
for the abatement – one of very 
few documents available to the 
public – these claims were not 
included.

The complete failure by the city 
public offi cials at the time and 
the Growth Council leadership 
to include the claims being sold 
to the public makes enforcing 
compliance for these deals much 
more diffi cult.

Luckily, the statement of bene-
fi ts form was fully completed this 
time around, and it brings to light 
an important bit of information 
that should be a talking point as 
city council considers approving 
this abatement.

In 2017, there were about 
60 full-time employees at the 
company, fi ve of which were 
hired that summer, according to 
a Chronicle-Tribune news article 
about the meeting. The article is 
not clear about whether those fi ve 
employees were part of the 15 
jobs that the project was expected 
to create, but we will assume they 

were and say the company would 
have to reach 70 employees to 
make good on the deal.

Now, the company currently 
employs 63 workers, according 
to the state government form 
fi led in the clerk’s offi ce, which 
is far from what was advertised 
in 2017.

Now the company says four 
employees will be hired under the 
most recent abatement request.

If our government offi cials want 
to get into the business of provid-
ing tax dollars to cover private 
company’s bills, they need to get 
serious about putting protections 
in place to ensure both sides of 
the deal are upheld.

Other communities use protec-
tive measures to ensure compli-
ance, like the use of incentive 
packages. The company is given 
assistance once they meet certain 
thresholds of compliance.

Council members need to fi ght 
for taxpayers and ask tough 
questions.

We have small business owners 
who provide a great service to 
our community but don’t get tax 
breaks to make investments in 
their business. We have citizens 
at or below the poverty line that 
can’t pay their own tax bills let 
alone the tax bills of companies 
who make profi ts.

Our council has the opportunity 
to make sure safeguards are in 
place to protect the tax abatement 
system from abuse. It’s up to 
voters to ensure this happens.

The stark cultural differences 
inside the Democratic Party

cacoethes

“Enlightened statesmen,” wrote James 
Madison, “will not always be at the 

helm.” His genius extended to understate-
ment, and until Tuesday it was approaching 
probable that by midnight of November’s 
fi rst Tuesday, sensible Americans would 
be elated and distraught – elated because 
someone grotesquely unsuited to the pres-
idency would have been denied that offi ce, 

but distraught because such a 
person had won it.

Together, Bernie Sanders 
and Donald Trump would 
constitute the most repulsive 
presidential choice in U.S. 
history. The Democratic 
Party, however, is not the 
world’s oldest party be-
cause it fecklessly allows its 
presidential nomination to 

be grasped by someone who – let us plainly 
state the most important fact about Sanders 
– dislikes this nation.

Joe Biden has little to say that is remark-
able and he says it in a remarkably mean-
dering manner, but grant his request: Don’t 
compare him with the Almighty, compare 
him with the alternative. Florid Bernie 
Sanders, with his relentless, arm-waving, 
high-decibel depiction of America’s history 
and present as a sordid story of injustices, 
resembles the woman in the Anthony Trol-
lope novel who scolded “frightfully, loudly, 
scornfully, and worse than all, continually.” 
Having called this country a “hellhole,” 
Donald Trump’s fi rst presidential words 
lamented “American carnage.”

Michelangelo could see a statue in a stone. 
Sanders and Trump, those temperamental 
twins, see failure in a republic that multi-
tudes risk death to reach. Whether Biden or 
Trump is inaugurated next Jan. 20 depends 
on whether or not Democratic primary 
voters complete the task of using warm 
patriotism and cold arithmetic to extinguish 
Sanders’ fantasies.

Oliver Wendell Holmes, who noted 
Theodore Roosevelt’s “strenuous vague-
ness,” would have marveled at Sanders’ 
pixie-dust calculations. Trump’s congres-
sional accomplices will solemnly lecture 
that Sanders portends fi scal recklessness, 
but a nation snoozing through trillion-dol-
lar defi cits might shrug about Sanders’ 
indifference to multi-trillion-dollar details 
about his agenda. “Yeah, but I won’t be 
here,” was Trump’s response when someone 
possessing the patience of Job explained to 
him the unsustainable trajectory of entitle-
ment programs. Sanders’ response probably 
would be similarly breezy were he informed 
that confi scating every dime of every 
billionaire would not come close to paying 
for his Tinkertoy approach to government: 
Pull apart and reassemble entire sectors of 
society (e.g., health care’s one-sixth of the 
economy). Gulliver in his travels met some-
one like Sanders working on “a project for 
extracting sunbeams out of cucumbers.”

If Sanders is not nominated, his seething 
core supporters, for whom indignation is as 
delicious as bacon (or the vegan equivalent), 
will not use their indoor voices or play nice-
ly with a nominee who won fewer delegates 
than Sanders won before the convention. 
Sanders, who is nonjudgmental about Cu-
ba’s “different value system,” has said – stay 
tuned – it is a high moral imperative that the 
convention jettison the rule that the nominee 
must have a majority, not a plurality, of del-
egates. A second convention ballot would 
create a second convention by infusing 771 
superdelegates – elected offi cials and other 
party leaders – into the process. Excluding 
them from this year’s fi rst ballot advanced 
the century-old progressive goal of reducing 
conventions to ratifying rather than deliber-
ative bodies.

The convention will act on something 
made obvious by Sanders’ most telling 
shellackings Tuesday, in the swing states 
Virginia and North Carolina: With Sand-
ers atop every ticket, down-ballot carnage 
probably would engulf many state legisla-
ture candidates in this census year – before 
2022, some state legislatures will redraw 
congressional districts – which would 
enable Republican-controlled legislatures 
to disadvantage Democratic congressional 
candidates for a decade.

After Tom Steyer spent about $400 for 
each of his 61,048 South Carolina votes, 
Michael Bloomberg’s approximately $500 
million bought this pearl beyond price: the 
affection of American Samoa. These redun-
dant refutations of the theory that money 
can make vanity candidacies viable should 
calm those campaign “reformers” whose su-
perstition is that the power of political mon-
ey is such that government should regulate 
it (and by doing so stipulate the permissible 
quantity of political speech it can fi nance).

Sanders’ prodigious fundraising can keep 
him campaigning but cannot fend off the 
failure that certainly awaits him now that 
Bloomberg, by his withdrawal, has under-
scored Democrats’ determination to let 
nothing interfere with defeating Trump. So, 
the country soon can turn to considering 
this:

Biden has twice experienced an agony that 
has become relatively rare but until recent-
ly in the human story was commonplace, 
that of a parent burying a child. This might 
be related to his approach to politics as an 
arena of transactions, not of ever-impending 
tragedies. Such emotional maturity is a pre-
requisite for restoring national equilibrium.

George Will’s email address is georgewill@wash

post.com.

Sensible Americans 
might be saved from 
dismay in November

WRITE AWAY

SPEAK UP
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How to contact 
your state lawmakers

Rep. Ann Vermilion
District 31
Phone: (317) 232-9509
h31@in.gov

Rep. Anthony Cook
District 32
Phone: (800) 382-9841
h32@in.gov

Sen. Andy Zay
District 17
Phone: (800) 382-9467
s17@in.gov

Sen. Travis Holdman
District 19
Phone: (317) 232-9807
s19@in.gov

Sen. Jim Buck
District 21
Phone: (317) 232-9466
s21@in.gov

Rep. David Wolkins
District 18
(317) 234-2993
h18@in.gov

Rep. Mike Karickhoff
District 30
(317)234-9380
h30@iga.in.gov

To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website:
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/
legislative/contact/

contact.pl

noun 

1. an irresistible urge; 
mania.

Quote: “‘Malachi has caught 
cacoethes scribendi, the 
scribbling craze, and is writ-
ing more sermons,’ Turlow 
reported.” – Sam Pickering, 
Indian Summer, 2005.
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