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Second Harvest 
plans tailgate 
distribution

Second Harvest Food 
Bank will hold a tailgate 
food distribution Tuesday, 
Aug. 11 at 10 a.m. at Five 
Points Mall, 1129 N. Bald-
win Ave. in Marion.

Distribution is while sup-
plies last. No IDs, proof of 
address or need required. 
All are welcome, regardless 
of home county. Second 
Harvest is requesting that at-
tendees only go through the 
line one time.

If you are walking up or 
coming via a vehicle too 
small to carry a load of food, 
please plan to arrive an hour 
after the tailgate starts.

For more information, vis-
it www.CureHunger.org.

ISDH updates 
COVID-19 count

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
Indiana State Department 
of Health (ISDH) Friday 
announced that 1,253 addi-
tional Hoosiers have been 
diagnosed with COVID-19 
through testing at ISDH, the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
and private laboratories. 
That brings to 72,254 the 
total number of Indiana res-
idents known to have the 
novel coronavirus following 
corrections to the previous 
day’s dashboard.

A total of 2,821 Hoosiers 
are confi rmed to have died 
from COVID-19, an in-
crease of 10 over the pre-
vious day. Another 202 
probable deaths have been 
reported based on clinical 
diagnoses in patients for 
whom no positive test is on 
record. Deaths are reported 
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Nepotism claim sparks concern in Matthews

By ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI
amaciejewski@chronicle-tribune.com

The recent appointment of 
the Matthews Town Council 
President and clerk-treasur-
er’s son as a town employee 
raised concerns of nepotism 
this week.

The council chambers over-
fl owed into the hallway as 
resident Stacie Collins asked 
the board about the process 
used in March to fi ll the open 

sewer clerk position, which 
pays $650 per month to col-
lect, process and oversee the 
town’s billing for about 250 
accounts.

Clerk-treasurer Sandy Loer 
and Matthews Town Council 
President David Loer are mar-
ried. David Loer has been on 
council for 26 years, and San-
dy Loer was appointed to her 
position by a Republican cau-
cus in 2010 before her subse-
quent re-elections.

Cameron Bright, the Loers’ 
son, was appointed by the 
board to the sewer clerk po-
sition in a unanimous vote in 
March. David Loer abstained 

from the vote, according to 
meeting minutes from March.

“We reviewed the resume, 
seen he was qualifi ed, made a 
motion, they voted on it. I ab-
stained because I don’t have 
any right to vote on my son,” 
David Loer said.

The open position was nev-
er posted publicly, according 
to David Loer. Instead, he 
reported that he and council 
asked people around town 
who they thought would be 
qualifi ed for the job if they 
were interested.

“It’s been in our system for 
years that it (the position) 
could be an appointed posi-

tion if we so needed. We nev-
er did over all those years. The 
previous boards didn’t do it. 
We decided we’d try it a while 
to see what happens,” Da-
vid Loer explained about the 
process. “Our son, yes – four 
year degree cum laude from 
Ball State – he’s highly quali-
fi ed. We talked to other people 
to see if they were interested. 
They weren’t, so we appoint-
ed him… If it doesn’t work 
out, we’ll terminate him.”

Bright received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Ball State 
University and a minor in 
business, according to David 
Loer. He said Bright has been 

working for Best Buy for 10 
years and remains in that po-
sition since the sewage clerk 
position is part time.

Prior to the appointment, the 
board traditionally appointed 
the clerk-treasurer to the po-
sition of sewage clerk, coun-
cilman David White said. 
White oversees the sewage 
department as one of his roles 
on council. White is not relat-
ed to Bright, he said, but he 
added that he does supervise 
his father who works as a lift 
operator in the sewage depart-
ment.

Photos by Jaylan Miller / jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Andrew Morrell and Torri Williams collect soil from the location of the 1930 lynchings of Thomas Shipp and Abraham Smith on the 
90th anniversary of the lynchings.

County 
approves 
requiring 
permits for 
grain bins
By ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI
amaciejewski@chronicle-tribune.com

Farmers looking to install 
grain bins will need to apply 
for a permit now, according 
to a unanimous vote from the 
Grant County Area Plan Com-
mission (APC) this week.

The board members agreed 
on a motion to treat grain bins 
the same as accessory build-
ings, which would require 
farmers to meet minimum 
requirements for setbacks, 
structural integrity and electri-
cal components.

APC Executive Director 
Larry Strange said the coun-
ty has never required permits 
for grain bins, but he said an 
inquiry by a local farmer en-
couraged him to ask the board 
to discuss the possibility since 
there are safety concerns relat-
ed to building the large struc-
tures close to county roads 
and highways.

“With more residences go-
ing in the country, the fact that 
an individual may not stick a 
grain bin in the middle of his 
fi eld, he may put it right on the 
road if that’s the best place, 
we need to know about that,” 
Strange said.

Strange said he checked with 
Henry and Wells counties and 
found that both jurisdictions 
require about the same fee as 
Grant County does for acces-
sory structures, which is 10 
cents per square foot, to make 
sure things are installed safely.

“It’s a large structure, and 
if it falls down it could hurt 
somebody,” Strange said.

The council asked board 
member Myron Brankle, a 

Community collects soil 
in remembrance of 1930 lynching

By JAYLAN MILLER
jmiller@chronicle-tribune.com

Community members gath-
ered at the northeast corner of 
the Grant County Courthouse 
square Friday evening to re-
member the events that took 
place on Aug. 7, 1930.

On the 90th anniversary of 
the infamous lynchings of 
Thomas Shipp and Abraham 
Smith, and the attempted 
lynching of James Cameron, 
members of the Marion Com-
munity Remembrance Project 
collected soil to be sent to the 
Equal Justice Initiative’s (EJI) 
National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice in Montgomery, 

Alabama.
“I think this year in particu-

lar with the murder of George 
Floyd, we’ve seen what hap-
pens when you have collec-
tive trauma, collective grief 
and collective action, and so 
I’m hoping from this moment 
we spark some new conver-
sation, new action, and build 
our community in a different 
direction,” said organizer Tor-
ri Williams. “Tonight is just 
one step in the work that has 
already been done in the com-
munity.”

The Marion Community Re-
membrance Project is led by a 

Census takers begin Grant County field operations next week
By TIM TEDESCHI
ttedeschi@chronicle-tribune.com

Nearly two thirds of Grant 
County households have 
fi lled out the 2020 Census so 
far this year, but those who 
haven’t should expect census 
workers to be following up at 
their homes in the upcoming 
weeks.

Mustafa Harb, recruiting 
manager and census fi eld 
manager for the Fort Wayne 

Census Field Offi ce of the 
U.S. Census Bureau, said as of 
Aug. 6, 62.7 percent of Grant 
County households have com-
pleted the census online, by 
mail or over the phone. A ma-
jority of the county’s respons-
es, 43.3 percent, have been 
completed online, Harb said.

According to Harb, Grant 
County’s overall response rate 
is below the Indiana statewide 
self-response rate of 67.3 per-
cent, but just under the nation-

al self-response rate of 63.1 
percent.

Harb said the Fort Wayne 
Census Offi ce has been 
on-boarding and training 
more than 1,000 census tak-
ers, or enumerators, since July 
31 all across the 21-county re-
gion it covers, including Grant 
County. The enumerators 
are preparing to begin what 
is called Non-Response Fol-
low-Up (NRFU) operations, 
visiting households who hav-

en’t completed the census yet, 
beginning Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
Harb said.

Census takers are being 
trained both for their actu-
al job as well as best prac-
tices and operations due to 
COVID-19.

“Enumerators have been 
on-boarded, issued federal 
IDs, devices, PPE kits (masks, 
gloves and sanitizer) and sent 
home to complete a 3-hour 
self-study, listen to a podcast 

and complete several online 
modules,” Harb said. “We 
urge everyone to cooperate 
with them to ensure a com-
plete and accurate count. In so 
doing, the right resources get 
allocated to their respective 
communities.”

According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, census takers will 
conclude NRFU operations 
no later than Sept. 30. All 

Meeting described as 
‘aggressive’ by council 
member, citizens 

Organizer Torri Williams addresses the crowd at the Grant Count 
Courthouse square on the 90th anniversary of the lynchings of 
Thomas Shipp and Abraham Smith.
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